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FOREWORD

The three sections of this volume are the following:

JOURNAL - the minutes of the daily sessions of the Assembly.  Though the Journal
does not contain the documents that appear in the second section (Appendix) it does con-
tain the recommendations made in those documents;  those recommendations appear in
the Journal at the point where they were considered.  For ease of reference and cross-
reference the Journal is divided into articles, denoted by the symbol ◊.  In the Index that
symbol, in bold-face type, indicates reference to articles in the Journal;  page numbers
refer to the Appendix and the Yearbook.

APPENDIX - the documents submitted to the Assembly by presbyteries, commit-
tees of the Church, and by other bodies, for the Assembly’s consideration.  With the excep-
tion of overtures, communications, and complaints, the several documents appear in the
Appendix in the order in which they were presented to the Assembly.  All references to
documents in the Appendix are by page number, in both the Journal and the Index.

YEARBOOK - general information about the denomination.  References to items in
this section are by page number.

ABBREVIATIONS

used in this volume for the Standards of the Church

BCO - The Book of Church Order
FG - Form of Government
BD - Book of Discipline
SR - Standing Rules
WCF - Westminster Confession of Faith
WLC - Westminster Larger Catechism
WSC - Westminster Shorter Catechism

The Clerk welcomes suggestions for the improvement of these annual volumes.
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MINUTES

of the

SEVENTY-SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY

of the

ORTHODOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Meeting at

Reformed Bible College

Grand Rapids, Michigan

June 1–7, 2005

JOURNAL

Wednesday Evening, June 1, 2005

1. OPENING WORSHIP.  The Seventy-second General Assembly of The Orthodox
Presbyterian Church was called to order at 8:00 p.m. by the Rev. Larry E. Wilson,

Moderator of the Seventy-first General Assembly.  Mr. Wilson constituted the meeting
with prayer and led a worship service.  He was assisted by the Rev. Messrs. Danny E.
Olinger, Stephen W. Igo, and Joseph P. Keller.  He delivered a message on the subject,
“The Heart of Biblical Worship” based on Psalm 63.

The sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was administered by the Rev. Alan D. Strange,
assisted by Ruling Elders Robert L. Ayres, L. Fred Baum, Jr., Mark E. deRu, Donald G.
Jamieson, Archibald M. Laurie, Michael F. Montemarano, and Murali Rao.

The offering, which was designated for the Worldwide Outreach of the Orthodox
Presbyterian Church, amounted to $1,897.25.

2. RECESS.  The Assembly recessed at 9:50 p.m. following the pronouncement of
the benediction.

Thursday Morning, June 2, 2005

3. RECONVENE.  Mr. Wilson reconvened the Assembly at 8:30 a.m.  The Assem-
bly sang the hymn, “Baptized into Your Name Most Holy.”  The Moderator led in

prayer.

4. COMMISSIONERS ROLL.

[Nos. (x/x) are (number listed/number apportioned).]

Presbytery of the Central United States (CUS)
Ministers (2/2) – J. Michael Arnaud, LeRoy E. Miller
Ruling Elders (1/1) – Robert L. Ayres (Caney)

Presbytery of Connecticut and Southern New York (C&SNY)
Ministers (2/2) – John W. Mallin III, Robert  E. Tarullo
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Ruling Elders (1/1) – Michael F. Montemarano (Franklin Square)

Presbytery of the Dakotas (DK)
Ministers (3/3) – Archibald A. Allison, Darren S. Thole, D. Jason Wallace
Ruling Elders (2/2) – Shawn C. Mathis (Denver), John H. Terpstra (Salt Lake)

Presbytery of Michigan and Ontario (M&O)
Ministers (6/6) – Norman De Jong, Douglas A. Felch, Kenneth J. Hovingh, Roger

W. Schmurr, Stephen W. Igo, Louis P. Wislocki
Ruling Elders (1/4) – William Martin III (Farmington Hills)

Presbytery of the Mid-Atlantic (MA)
Ministers (3/4) – Bryan D. Estelle, Bennett B. Wethered, S. Scott Willet
Ruling Elders (2/4) – L. Fred Baum, Jr. (Baltimore), Newman deHaas (Silver Spring)

Presbytery of the Midwest (MW)
Ministers (7/7) – James L. Bosgraf, Douglas B. Clawson, Terry Dowds, Bruce H.

Hollister, John R. Tinsley, David M. VanDrunen, Iain A. M. Wright
Ruling Elders (5/7) – David W. Beezhold (Orland Park), Mark E. deRu (Hanover

Park), Brian L. Gesch (Oostburg), Jack W. Pluister (Orland Park), Roger C.
Raih (Cedar Grove)

Presbytery of New Jersey (NJ)
Ministers (7/7) – Samuel H. Bacon, Kenneth J. Campbell, Leonard Chanoux, Jef-

frey T. Fartro, Ross W. Graham, Ronald E. Pearce, Claude A. Taylor III
Ruling Elders (5/5) – Richard A. Barker (Westfield), David E. Haney (Pole Tavern),

Murali Rao (Stratford), Bruce A. Stahl (Stratford), Mark J. Williams (West
Collingswood)

Presbytery of New York and New England (NY&NE)
Ministers (7/7) – Richard M. Dickinson, John R. Hilbelink, Peter J. A. Moelker,

Brian D. Nolder, David J. O’Leary, Stephen L. Phillips, Robert H. Tanzie
Ruling Elders (3/5) – Claude E. French, Jr. (Syracuse), Robert H. Joss (Ipswich),

Jon A. Marshall (Portland)

Presbytery of Northern California (NC)
Ministers (4/4) – Robert B. Needham, Julian C. Nelken, Daniel F. Patterson, Joel C.

Robbins
Ruling Elders (2/3) – Donald G. Jamieson (Sonora), Levon Melkonian (Rocklin)

Presbytery of the Northwest (NW)
Ministers (6/6) – Jack D. Bradley, Daniel J. Dillard, David W. Inks, John W. Mahaffy,

Calvin R. Malcor, Richard J. Venema
Ruling Elders (2/4) – P. Anthony Hamstra (Lynnwood), John P. Jambura (Boise)

Presbytery of Ohio (OH)
Ministers (6/6) – R. Daniel Knox, Steward E. Lauer, Mark S. Melton, Steven F.

Miller, Danny E. Olinger, Peter J. Puliatti
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Ruling Elders (3/4) – James S. Gidley (Sewickley), Timothy K. Jackson
(Morgantown), David K. Thompson (West Allegheny)

Presbytery of Philadelphia (PH)
Ministers (10/10) – Paul N. Browne, George R. Cottenden, Calvin K. Cummings,

Jr., Thomas A. Foh, Richard B. Gaffin, Jr., A. Craig Troxel, Thomas E. Tyson,
John D. Van Meerbeke, Douglas A. Watson, Larry J. Westerveld

Ruling Elders (6/6) – Luke E. Brown (Hatboro), Mark T. Bube (Glenside), Peyton
H. Gardner (Wilmington), David J. Gregg (Middletown, PA), Roy A.
Hoogerhyde (Allentown), Robert M. Meeker (Glenside)

Presbytery of the South (SO)
Ministers (5/5) – Jeffrey K. Boer, Larry G. Mininger, Jack W. Sawyer, Eric B. Watkins,

Kenneth L. Wendland
Ruling Elders (2/2) – John S. Deliyannides (Lake Worth), John R. Muether (Oviedo)

Presbytery of the Southeast (SE)
Ministers (6/6) – Hank L. Belfield, Brenton C. Ferry, John V. Fesko, George W.

Knight III, Arie van Eyk, Douglas M. Withington
Ruling Elders (3/3) – Robert A. Elder (Bristol), Larry F. Mehne (Chattanooga),

Bradley Y. Winsted (Atlanta)

Presbytery of Southern California (SC)
Ministers (8/10) – Robert G. Herrmann, Zachary R. Keele, David A. Okken, Stephen

L. Parker, Charles K. Perkins, Jesse A. J. Pirschel, Donald M. Poundstone,
Douglas L. Watson

Ruling Elders (3/7) – Robert M. Coie (Westminster), Archibald M. Laurie (Goleta),
David Winslow, Jr. (Westminster)

Presbytery of the Southwest (SW)
Ministers (5/5) – Chad E. Bond, Gary W. Davenport, John H. Johnson, Jr., Joseph A.

Keller, Jack J. Peterson
Ruling Elders (2/2) – Alan C. Hardwicke (Abilene), J. Mark Moody (San Antonio)

(enrolling later), Andrew T. Moody (Garland) (alternate serving at the time of
convening)

Ex Officio
Ministers – Donald J. Duff (PH), Larry E. Wilson (OH)

Committee Representatives:
Commissioners: Richard A. Barker (Trustees), James L. Bosgraf (Coordination),

Paul N. Browne (Foreign Missions), Mark T. Bube (Foreign Missions), Dou-
glas B. Clawson (Foreign Missions), George R. Cottenden (Directory for
Worship), Richard B. Gaffin, Jr. (Foreign Missions), James S. Gidley (Chris-
tian Education), Ross W. Graham (Home Missions), David E. Haney (Ar-
rangements), John R. Hilbelink (Home Missions), Timothy K. Jackson (Fi-
nancial Review), John W. Mallin III (Appeals and Complaints), John R.
Muether (Historian), Robert B. Needham (Chaplains), Danny E. Olinger (Chris-
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tian Education), Jack J. Peterson (Ecumenicity), Stephen L. Phillips (Coordi-
nation), Bruce A. Stahl (Financial Review), David K. Thompson (Committee
for the Historian), Thomas E. Tyson (Ecumenicity), Larry E. Wilson (Direc-
tory for Worship), David Winslow (Christian Education)

Corresponding Members: Leonard J. Coppes (Diaconal), Richard R. Gerber (Home
Missions), Garret A. Hoogerhyde (Home Missions, Pensions), Roger W.
Huibregtse (Pensions)

Fraternal Delegates: Kevin M. Backus (Bible Presbyterian Church, General Synod), R.
Sherman Isbell (Free Church of Scotland (Continuing), Tracy Gruggett and Kyle Sorenson
(Reformed Church in the United States), Bernard Westerveld (L’Église Réformée du
Québec), Ray B. Lanning (Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church), Harry Zekveld and
Casey D. Freswick ( United Reformed Churches), Richard E. Pot and Riemer Faber (Ca-
nadian Reformed Churches), William S. Barker (Presbyterian Church in America), Takayuki
Ashida (Reformed Church in Japan), Alex J. MacDonald (Free Church of Scotland)

5. SURVEY OF COMMISSIONERS’ LENGTH OF SERVICE.  A survey of
commissioners and corresponding members present yielded the following informa-

tion as to their dates of ordination:

Dates of Ordination No. of Presbyters Responding

Since Jan. 1, 2000 30

Jan. 1, 1990 through Dec. 31, 1999 26

Jan. 1, 1980 through Dec. 31, 1989 31

Jan. 1, 1970 through Dec. 31, 1979 20

Jan. 1, 1960 through Dec. 31, 1969 17

Jan. 1, 1950 through Dec. 31, 1959 6

Jan. 1, 1940 through Dec. 31, 1949 0

Before Jan. 1, 1940 0

Those attending the General Assembly for the first time 27

6. APPORTIONMENT OF COMMISSIONERS TO 72nd GA.  The apportionment
of commissioners to the Seventy-second General Assembly, in accordance with

Chapter I of the Standing Rules of the General Assembly, and enrollment are as follows:

Presbytery Ministers Ruling Elders

Apport’d Enrolled Apport’d Enrolled

Central United States 2 2 1 1
Connecticut and S. New York 2 2 1 1
Dakotas 3 3 2 2
Michigan and Ontario 6 6 4 1
Mid-Atlantic 4 3 4 2
Midwest 7 7 7 5
New Jersey 7 7 5 5
New York and New England 7 7 5 3
Northern California 4 4 3 2
Northwest 6 6 4 2
Ohio 6 6 4 3
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Philadelphia 10 10 6 6
South 5 5 2 2
Southeast 6 6 3 3
Southern California 10 8 7 3
Southwest 5 5 2 2
Moderator, 71st GA 1 1 0 0
Stated Clerk, 71st GA 1 1 0 0
Totals 92 89 60 43

7. INTRODUCTION OF FRATERNAL DELEGATE.  Mr. Peterson introduced
the Rev. Casey D. Freswick, fraternal delegate of the United Reformed Churches.

On motion he was seated as a corresponding member.

8. COMMITTEE ON ARRANGEMENTS.  Mr. Haney reported for the Committee
on Arrangements at this time and at other times during the Assembly.  He introduced

Mr. Nicholas Kroeze, President of Reformed Bible College, who welcomed the commis-
sioners to the campus of Reformed Bible College.  Mr. Igo also reported for the Commit-
tee on Arrangements.

9. PRESENTATION OF MINUTES.  The Stated Clerk presented the Minutes of the

Seventy-First General Assembly.

10. ELECTION OF MODERATOR.  The floor was declared open for nominations to
the office of Moderator.  Mr. Bosgraf was nominated.  In the absence of other nomina-
tions, the Moderator announced the election of Mr. Bosgraf.  Mr. Graham escorted Mr.
Bosgraf to the chair.  Mr. Wilson welcomed Mr. Bosgraf.

11. OVERTURES, COMMUNICATIONS, AND APPEALS.  The Stated Clerk pre-
sented overtures, communications, and appeals addressed to the Assembly.  They were
referred as indicated in §15.

See: OVERTURES, pp. 49-55
COMMUNICATIONS, pp. 56-69
APPEALS, pp. 70-76

12. DAILY SCHEDULE.  On motion the times for convening, recessing, and recon-
vening were adopted in the following amended form:

Morning Afternoon Evening

Convene 8:30 a.m. 1:30 p.m. 6:30 p.m.
Recess 10:00-10:20 a.m. 3:15-3:35 p.m. 8:30 p.m.
Recess (Meals) 12:15 p.m. 5:00 p.m.
Exceptions:

a. Recess Thursday 6/2, after item 14 to permit Advisory Committees to be-
gin work

b. Reconvene Friday 6/3, 11:55 a.m. or at the call of the Moderator
c. No session Saturday evening.

All sessions of the Assembly open with the singing of a hymn and prayer.
Daily devotional service:  11:55 a.m. to 12:15 p.m., Thursday through Tuesday.
LEADERS Thursday – June 2 (NW) David W. Inks

Friday – June 3, (OH) Steven F. Miller
Saturday – June 4 (PH) Luke E. Brown



Seventy-Second General Assembly

6

Monday – June 6 (SO) Eric B. Watkins
Tuesday – June 8 (SE) Douglas M. Withington

13. DOCKET.  The docket up to this point was as follows:

1. Assembly convenes 8:00 p.m., Wednesday June 1, 2005
2. Worship service conducted by the Rev. Larry E. Wilson, Moderator of the 71st

General Assembly
3. Assembly recess at conclusion of worship service, to reconvene at 8:30 a.m.,

Thursday, June 2, 2005
4. Roll call
5. Seating of corresponding members
6. Report of the Committee on Arrangements
7 Presentation of the Minutes of the Seventy-first General Assembly

8. Election of Moderator
9. Report of the Standing Committee on Arrangements

10. Presentation of overtures, communications, complaints, and appeals
11. Set times for convening, recessing, and reconvening
12. Adoption of docket

On motion the remainder of the docket presented by the Stated Clerk was adopted as
follows:

13. Assignment of items of business to Advisory Committees
14. Election of Advisory and Temporary Committees

a. Advisory Committees in accordance with Standing Rule Chapter X,
Sec. 4.b.

b. Temporary Committee on Arrangements, three members
c. Temporary Committee to Examine Presbyterial Records, twelve mem-

bers
d. Temporary Committee to Examine Standing Committee Records, eight

members (none to be a member of any Standing Committee)
15. Report of Stated Clerk
16 Report of the Trustees of the General Assembly

17. Appointment of Assistant Clerk
18. Action on Revisions to the Standing Rules proposed by the previous Assembly
19. Report of the Statistician, including Statistical Report for 2004
20. Election of Statistician
21. Greetings and addresses by Fraternal Delegates from other bodies to be at times

agreeable to them and to the Moderator
22. Report of the Committee on Christian Education
23. Report of the Committee on Home Missions and Church Extension
24. Report of the Committee on Foreign Missions
25. Report of the Committee on Coordination
26 Report of the Special Committee on Financial Review

27. Report of the Committee on Diaconal Ministries
28. Report of the Committee on Pensions
29. Report of the Committee on Ecumenicity and Interchurch Relations
30. Report of the Committee on Appeals and Complaints
31. Consideration of all Overtures not already acted upon, 8:30 a.m., Monday, June

6, 2005
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32. Report of the Committee on Chaplains and Military Personnel
33. Report of the Committee on Revisions to the Directory for Worship
34. Report of the Historian
35. Report of the Committee for the Historian
36. Report on the Committee on the Doctrine of Justification
37. Temporary Committees other than Presbyterial Records, Standing Committee

Records, and those already completed in connection with earlier reports
38. Report of the Committee to Examine Presbyterial Records, 8:30 a.m. Tuesday,

June 7, 2005
39. Report of the Committee to Examine Standing Committee Records, following

item 38
40. Reports of the Temporary Committee on Arrangements as appropriate during

the Assembly
41. Set Budgets for General Assembly purposes
42. Resolution of thanks
43. Unfinished Advisory Committee Business
44. Miscellaneous business
45. Reading and approval of Minutes (Note: Minutes are presented for approval

following the lunch recess beginning on Saturday, June 4)
46. Dissolution of the Assembly (not later than noon, Wednesday, June 8, 2005)

14. INTRODUCTION OF FRATERNAL DELEGATE.  Mr. Peterson introduced
the Rev. Ray B. Lanning, fraternal delegate of the Associate Reformed Presbyterian

Church.  On motion he was seated as a corresponding member.

15. TEMPORARY COMMITTEES ERECTED.  On motion it was determined that
the following temporary committees be erected, with reports, overtures, communi-

cations, complaints, and appeals referred to them as indicated (cf. §11), and that the com-
missioners named below be appointed to these committees and the name given in italics
be the convener of the committee:

Advisory Committee 1 Total-11

Members: Messrs. Barker, Dillard, Estelle, Ferry, Montemarano, O’Leary,

Perkins, Terpstra, Thompson, VanDrunen, D. A. Watson

Report of the Committee on Foreign Missions

Overture #1

Communications #2, 3, 8, 12, 13, 15, 16

Advisory Committee 2 Total-11

Members: Messrs. Belfield, Brown, Campbell, Davenport, De Jong, Hollister,

Jambura, Knox, Mathis, Needham, Parker

Report of the Committee on Christian Education

Advisory Committee 3 Total-11

Members: Messrs. Baum, Johnson, Laurie, Martin, Puliatti, Rao, Robbins, Thole,

Van Meerbeke, Wendland, Winsted

Report of the Committee on Home Missions and Church Extension

Advisory Committee 4 Total-9
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Members: Messrs. Allison, Bacon, Coie, deHaas, Felch, Gregg, Tanzie, Tinsley,

Withington

Report of the Committee on Coordination

Report of the Committee on Financial Review

Advisory Committee 5 Total-8

Members: Messrs. Beezhold, Browne, Jackson, Malcor, Marshall, J. Moody (and

A. Moody as alternate), Tarullo, Winslow

Report of the Committee on Diaconal Ministries

Report of the Committee on Pensions

Report of the Committee on Chaplains and Military Personnel

Communication #5

Advisory Committee 6 Total-8

Members: Messrs. Boer, Dickinson, Fartro, Gardner, Inks, Melkonian, Pirschel,

Schmurr

Report of the Committee on Ecumenicity and Interchurch Relations

Overture # 3
Communications #1, 4, 6, 10, 11, 17

Advisory Committee 7 Total-9

Members: Messrs. Arnaud, Bradley, Chanoux, Cummings, Deliyannides, Gesch,

Igo, Lauer, Okken

Report of the Historian

Report of the Committee for the Historian

Communication #7, 9

Advisory Committee 8 Total-9

Members: Messrs. Dowds, Fesko, S. Miller, Mininger, Nolder, Patterson, Troxel,

Venema, Williams

Report of the Committee on Revisions to the Directory for Public

Worship

Advisory Committee 9 Total-9

Members: Messrs. Ayres, Hardwicke, Melton, Pearce, Poundstone, Raih, van

Eyk, Wethered, Wislocki

Report of the Stated Clerk

Report of the Statistician

Report of the Trustees of the General Assembly

General Assembly Operations Fund Budget

Advisory Committee 10 Total-9

Members: Messrs. Bond, Foh, Joss, Keele, Knight, Mallin, L. Miller, Wilson,

Wright
Report of the Committee on Appeals and Complaints
Report of the Committee on the Doctrine of Justification
Appeal #1
Overture #2
Communication #14
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Arrangements (#11) Total-3

Members: Messrs. Meeker, Muether, D. L. Watson
Communication #1

Temporary Committee to Examine Presbyterial Records (#12) Total-12

Members: Messrs. Elder, Hamstra, Herrmann, R. Hoogerhyde, Hovingh, Moelker,

Nelken, Pluister, Stahl, Wallace, Willet, Watkins

Temporary Committee to Examine Standing Committee Records (#13) Total-8

Members: Messrs. deRu, French, Jamieson, Keller, Mehne, Sawyer, Taylor,

Westerveld

16. RECESS.  Following prayer led by Mr. Knight, the Assembly recessed at 9:30a.m.
for advisory committee meetings.

Thursday Afternoon, June 2, 2005

17. DEVOTIONS.  The order of the day having arrived, the Assembly reconvened for
a devotional service at 11:55 a.m.  Mr. Inks read Psalm 73, led in prayer, and deliv-

ered a message entitled “The Autobiography of a Changed Man.” The Assembly sang “O
the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus!”

18. PARLIAMENTARIAN.  The Moderator announced that he had appointed Mr.
Coie as Parliamentarian.

19. RECESS.  The Assembly recessed at 12:16 p.m. after Mr. Tyson led in prayer.

Friday Morning, June 3, 2005

20. RECONVENE.  The Assembly reconvened at the call of the Moderator at 9:01
a.m.  It sang “Forever Settled in the Heavens,” and Mr. Pearce led in prayer.

21. ORDER OF THE DAY.  On motion an order of the day was set for 9:00 a.m.,
Saturday, for hearing the appeal of the Carson complaint. (See §81.)

22. INTRODUCTION OF FRATERNAL DELEGATE.  Mr. Peterson introduced
the Rev. Bernard Westerveld, fraternal delegate of L’Église Réformée du Québec.

On motion he was seated as a corresponding member.

23. DEADLINE FOR TRAVEL VOUCHERS.  The recommendation of the Commit-
tee on Arrangements was adopted that the deadline for accepting valid travel vouchers be
set for 6:30 p.m., Friday.
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24. STATED CLERK’S REPORT.  The Stated Clerk, Mr. Duff, presented his report
(see pp. 77-81 ), with the following recommendation:
That the proposed amendments to the Standing Rules of the General Assembly be

adopted.  (See §31)

25. ADVISORY COMMITTEE 9 (Stated Clerk).  Mr. Poundstone reported the si
lence of Advisory Committee 9 with regard to the work of the Stated Clerk.

26. TRUSTEES.  Mr. Barker presented the report of the Trustees (see pp. 82-86), with
the following recommendations:
RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. In regard to the Clerk of the General Assembly, the following listed remu-
neration package for the Stated Clerk of the General Assembly for 2006 be adopted:

Salary $35,325
Housing Allowance   29,202
FICA Reimbursement (1/2)     4,936
Pension (6% of salary and housing     4,902

 plus $1,030.  See note below)
Disability Insurance        900 (est.)
Worker’s Compensation Insurance        300 (est.)

TOTAL $75,565
Including four weeks of paid vacation.

Note: Since the Clerk is covered by his spouse’s medical insurance he decided
to drop the OPC plan.  An additional $1,030 was added to the pension since there is no
expense for health insurance.

2. The Trustees in accordance with the Standing Rules XI:2.e (“propose to
the General Assembly a budget for the General Assembly Operation Fund, and suggest a
per capita contribution for payment of the assembly expenses”) propose the following
budget for the General Assembly Operation Fund for 2006 and request the churches of the
denomination to contribute $14 per communicant member to the General Assembly Op-
eration Fund in 2006: (see action on the GAOF Budget, §190)

27. ADVISORY COMMITTEE 9 (Trustees).  Mr. Poundstone reported the silence
of Advisory Committee 9 with regard to the report of the Trustees.

28. ACTION ON RECOMMENDATION.  The recommendation of The Trustees
with respect to the remuneration package for the Stated Clerk was adopted.

29. TRUSTEES ELECTION.  Nominations were opened for election to The Trustees
for the class of 2008.  The following were nominated:

Minister: Phillips; Ruling elder: Stahl.  The Moderator declared them elected.

30. APPOINTMENT OF ASSISTANT CLERK.  The Stated Clerk announced that
pursuant to Standing Rule III.B.4.a., Mr. Mahaffy had consented to serve as Assis-

tant Clerk.
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31. AMENDMENT TO STANDING RULES.  On motion the amendments to the

Standing Rules proposed by the 71st General Assembly were adopted as follows:

1. Amend the first sentence of X.2.b to read (italics indicating added changes
but not to be retained as italics in the SR):

The Committee on Appeals and Complaints shall consist of three members
who are ministers or ruling elders from different presbyteries, one member in each class.

2. Amend by adding the following sentence (after the first sentence above):
An alternate, minister or ruling elder, shall also be elected each year from a

fourth distinct presbytery.

32. STATISTICIAN’S REPORT.  Mr. Brown presented his report as Statistician (see
pp. 87-91).

33. ADVISORY COMMITTEE 9 (Statistician).  Mr. Poundstone reported the
silence of Advisory Committee 9 concerning the report of the Statistician.

34. ELECTION.  Nominations were opened for the office of Statistician for a one-
year term.  Mr. Brown was nominated.  In the absence of other nominations he was

declared elected.

35. PRAYER.  Mr. Poundstone led in prayer for the work of the Statistician, Stated
and Assistant Clerks, and the Trustees.

36. CHRISTIAN EDUCATION.  Mr. Gidley, President of the Committee on Chris-
tian Education, presented the report of the Committee (see pp. 92-108).  He intro-

duced the Rev. Danny E. Olinger, General Secretary of the Committee, who supplemented
the report.  He introduced the Rev. Thomas R. Patete, Executive Director of Great Com-
mission Publications.  On motion he was granted the privilege of the floor and he ad-
dressed the Assembly on the work of Great Commission Publications.

37. RECESS AND RECONVENE.  The Assembly recessed at 10:01 a.m. and recon
vened at 10:20 a.m.  The Assembly sang, “Christ of All My Hopes the Ground.”  Mr.

Belfield led in prayer.

38. FRATERNAL ADDRESS.  Mr. Peterson introduced the Rev. Bernard
Westerveld, fraternal delegate of L’Église Réformée du Québec.  Mr. Westerveld

addressed the Assembly.  The Moderator noted the enrollment of Mr. J. Mark Moody, who
assumed the roll of commissioner in place of alternate, Mr. A. Moody.

39. CHRISTIAN EDUCATION (continued).  Mr. Olinger continued the report of the
Committee.  Mr. Poundstone addressed the Assembly on behalf of the Ministerial

Training Institute.  Mr. Knox addressed the Assembly regarding the Committee’s Intern
Mentoring Conference.

40. ADVISORY COMMITTEE 2.  Mr. Davenport reported the silence of Advisory
Committee 2 and presented the following recommendation: “that the Assembly en-

courage the Committee on Christian Education to produce downloadable tracts and pam-
phlets (see report of the Committee, III.D.4.) in Spanish as well as in English.”
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41. ACTION ON RECOMMENDATION.  The recommendation of Advisory Com
mittee 2 was adopted in the following amended form: “that the Assembly encourage

the Committee on Christian Education to produce downloadable tracts and pamphlets
(see report of the Committee, III.D.4.) in Spanish and Portuguese as well as in English.”

42. ELECTION, MINISTERIAL TRAINING SUBCOMMITTEE.  The floor was
opened for nominations to the Subcommittee on Ministerial Training of the Com-

mittee on Christian Education for the class of 2008.  The following were nominated: Min-

isters: De Jong, Allen H. Harris, Alan D. Strange, Troxel, and VanDrunen.  On motion Mr.
Strange’s name was withdrawn at his request.  At a later time the Moderator announced
the election of Messrs. Troxel and VanDrunen.

43. FRATERNAL ADDRESS.  Mr. Peterson introduced the Rev. Ray B. Lanning,
fraternal delegate of the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church.  Mr. Lanning

addressed the Assembly.

44. ARRANGEMENTS.  Mr. D. L. Watson presented the following recommendations
of the Committee on Arrangements, which were adopted:
1. That the 73rd General Assembly convene at Trinity Christian College, Palos

Heights, Illinois, beginning at 7:00 p.m., June 21, 2006, with a projected terminus of
12:00 p.m., on June 28, 2006.

2. That the 74th General Assembly convene at Dordt College, Sioux Center, Iowa,
beginning at 7:00 p.m., June 13, 2007, with a projected terminus of 12:00 p.m., on June
20, 2007.

3. That the Assembly allot $10,000 per year from 2006 through 2010 from the
Travel Fund to supplement the greater expense anticipated at the 2011 Assembly.

4. That the 72nd General Assembly respond to Communication #1 from NAPARC
by expressing its willingness to participate in concurrent Assemblies in 2009 provided
that a venue be chosen that will enable the Assembly to conduct its business within its
time and budget constraints.

45. ELECTION, COMMITTEE ON CHRISTIAN EDUCATION.  The floor was
opened for nominations to the Committee on Christian Education for the class of

2008.  The following were nominated: Ministers: De Jong and Gregory E. Reynolds; Rul-

ing elders: John S. Deliyannides (Lake Worth) and Paul S. McDonald (Bangor).  The
Moderator declared Messrs. Deliyannides and McDonald elected.  At a later time the
Moderator announced the election of Mr. Reynolds.

46. GALBRAITH RESOLUTION.  On motion the Assembly adopted the following
resolution:

The GA takes note of the fact that the election that was just conducted ends 65 years
of continual service by the Rev. John P. Galbraith to the General Assembly and its stand-
ing committees.  This service included:

Stated Clerk of the General Assembly, 1940-1941, 1984-1989
Corresponding Clerk of the General Assembly, 1981-1983, 1989-1992
Committee on Home Missions and Church Extension, 1941-48
Moderator of the 14th General Assembly in 1947
General Secretary of the Committee on Home Missions and Church Extension, 1948-61
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General Secretary of the Committee on Foreign Missions, 1948-1978
Committee on Christian Education, 1952-1958, 1990-2005
Committee on Pensions, 1957-1996
Committee on Ecumenicity and Interchurch Relations, 1971-2002
Committee/Subcommittee on Ministerial Training, 1969-1975, 1990-2005

In addition, he has served on many special committees, including 29 years on the
Committee on Revisions to the Form of Government and his current labors on the Com-
mittee for Revisions to the Directory for Public Worship.  Mr. Galbraith’s diligent and
faithful service to the General Assembly has been a precious gift to the Orthodox Presby-
terian Church for which we thank and praise our God.

47. PRAYER.  Mr. Davenport led in prayer for the work of the Committee on Chris
tian Education and for Mr. Galbraith.

48. HOME MISSIONS AND CHURCH EXTENSION.  Mr. Hilbelink, President of
the Committee on Home Missions and Church Extension, presented the report of

the Committee (see pp. 109-125).  He introduced home missionaries and regional home
missionaries present at the Assembly.  Mr. Hilbelink introduced the Associate General
Secretary, the Rev. Richard R. Gerber, who supplemented the report of the Committee.

49. DEVOTIONS.  The order of the day having arrived, Mr. S. Miller led in prayer,
read Psalm 23, and delivered a message entitled, “Psalm 23.”  The Assembly sang,

“The Lord’s My Shepherd.”  He led in prayer.

50. RECESS.  The Assembly recessed at 12:15 p.m.

Friday Afternoon, June 3, 2005

51. RECONVENE.  The Assembly reconvened at 1:30 p.m., and sang “Blest the Man
that Fears Jehovah.”  Mr. Deliyannides led in prayer.

52. INTRODUCTION OF FRATERNAL DELEGATES.  Mr. Peterson introduced
the Rev. Kevin M. Backus, fraternal observer of the Bible Presbyterian Church,

General Synod, and the Rev. Richard E. Pot and Mr. Riemer Faber, fraternal delegates of
the Canadian Reformed Churches.  On separate motions they were seated as correspond-
ing members.

53. FRATERNAL ADDRESS.  Mr. Peterson introduced the Rev. Casey D. Freswick,
fraternal delegate of the United Reformed Churches.  Mr. Freswick addressed the

Assembly.

54. HOME MISSIONS (continued).  Mr. Gerber continued the report of the Commit
tee.  Messrs. Inks and Keele addressed the Assembly as church planters.  Mr. Tyson

addressed the Assembly as a retiring Regional Home Missionary.  Mr. Graham concluded
the report of the Committee.
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55. ADVISORY COMMITTEE 3.  Mr. Van Meerbeke reported the silence of Advi
sory Committee 3 with respect to the report of the Committee on Home Missions

and Church Extension.

56. ELECTION.  The floor was opened for nominations to the Committee on Home
Missions and Church Extension for the class of 2008.  The following were nom-

inated: Ministers: Allison, Ivan J. De Master, Jeffrey A. Landis, Mininger; Ruling elders:

Lou LaBriola (Providence, Denver), Keith LeMahieu (New Lenox), James Van Dam (Aus-
tin).  At a later time the Moderator announced the election of Messrs. De Master, Landis,
Mininger, LeMahieu, and Van Dam.

57. PRAYER.  Mr. Van Meerbeke led in prayer for the work of the Committee on
Home Missions.

58. FOREIGN MISSIONS.  Mr. Gaffin, President of the Committee on Foreign Mis
sions, presented the report of the Committee (see pp. 126-201).  He introduced the

General Secretary, Mr. Mark T. Bube, who supplemented the report of the Committee.
Mr. Bube introduced the Rev. Bernard Westerveld, Jr., who reported on his work with the
Québec Project.  Mr. Clawson, Associate General Secretary of the Committee, continued
the report.

59. RECESS AND RECONVENE.  The Assembly recessed at 3:17 p.m., and recon
vened at 3:36 p.m.  The Assembly sang, “Though Troubles Assail Us,” and Mr. deRu

led in prayer.

60. FOREIGN MISSIONS (continued).  Mr. Bube continued the report of the Com-
mittee.  He introduced Mr. Cummings, who reported on the work in Japan.  Mr.

Bube introduced Mr. Okken, who reported on his work in Uganda.

61. ADVISORY COMMITTEE 1 (Foreign Missions).  Mr. O’Leary presented the
report of Advisory Committee 1 as follows:

Advisory Committee 1 met with the General Secretary and Associate General Secretary
of the Committee on Foreign Missions, representatives of the Committee on Foreign Mis-
sions, of the Japan Mission, of the Presbytery of Ohio and other interested members of the
Assembly.

With respect to the report of the Committee on Foreign Missions, Advisory Committee 1
is silent.

Advisory Committee 1 recommends that:
1. The following procedure be adopted for considering Overture 1:
that up to 15 minutes be given to the Presbytery of Ohio to present its position
followed by up to 15 minutes for the Committee on Foreign Missions
followed by up to 30 minutes for questions
followed by up to 60 minutes of debate
after which, the Assembly shall vote on the question, “Shall Overture 1 be granted?”
2. Overture 1 be denied.
Ground: All of us are saddened by the decision to intermit the OPC Japan mission,
but the Committee on Foreign Missions is and remains the most knowledgeable
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body in the OPC on matters related to the entire foreign missions program of our
church, its financial condition, and the constraints affecting its options for the fu-
ture.
3. Communications 2, 8, 12, and 13 be received for information.
4. Communications 3, 15 and 16 be referred to the Committee on Foreign Mis-
sions.

62. QUESTIONS.  Questions were asked by commissioners and responded to by the
representatives of the Committee on Foreign Missions.

63. APPEAL OF RULING OF MODERATOR.  A motion was made which the
Moderator referred to Advisory Committee 1 in accordance with Standing Rule

VI.A.2.  Appeal was taken from the ruling of the Moderator.  During debate on the appeal,
the order of the day arrived.  (See §67.)

64. RECESS.  The Assembly recessed at 5:04 p.m. after Mr. Clawson led in prayer.

Friday Evening, June 3, 2005

65. RECONVENE.  The Assembly reconvened at 6:31 p.m. and sang, “O Father, You
Are Sovereign.”  Mr. Allison led in prayer.

66. FRATERNAL ADDRESS.  Mr. Peterson introduced Mr. Riemer Faber, fraternal
delegate of the Canadian Reformed Churches.  Mr. Faber addressed the Assembly.

67. APPEAL OF RULING.  The ruling of the Moderator (see §63) was sustained.
The motion in §63 was referred to Advisory Committee 1. (See §191)

68. RECOMMENDATION 1 OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE 1.  Recommendation
1 of Advisory Committee 1 was adopted in the following amended form:

1. The following procedure be adopted for considering Overture 1:
that up to 15 minutes be given to the Presbytery of Ohio to present its position
followed by up to 15 minutes for the Committee on Foreign Missions
followed by up to 30 minutes for questions
followed by debate
after which, the Assembly shall vote on the question, “Shall Overture 1 be

granted?”

69. UOMOTO GIVEN PRIVILEGE OF FLOOR.  On motion the Rev. Murray I.
Uomoto was granted the privilege of the floor during discussion of matters relating

to the Japan Mission.

70. PRESENTATION BY PRESBYTERY OF OHIO.  Messrs. S. Miller and Lauer
presented the position of the Presbytery of Ohio.

71. PRESENTATION BY COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN MISSIONS.  Mr. Bube
presented the position of the Committee on Foreign Missions with regard to its de-

cision to intermit its work in Japan.



Seventy-Second General Assembly

16

72. QUESTIONS.  Representatives of the Presbytery of Ohio and of the Committee on
Foreign Missions responded to questions from commissioners.

73. ACTION ON OVERTURE 1.  The following was moved as a substitute for the
recommendation of Advisory Committee 1 regarding the disposition of Overture 1:

“In response to Overture 1 the General Assembly encourage its Committee on Foreign
Missions to reconsider its intermitting of the Japan Mission; and furthermore that it sus-
pend the application of Instrument E.4.o.(3)(b) to the Japan Mission.”  The substitute
became the main motion. (See §96, 100, 102, and 104).

74. RECESS.  The Assembly recessed at 8:30 p.m.  Mr. Wright led in prayer.

Saturday Morning, June 4, 2005

75. RECONVENE.  The Assembly reconvened at 8:30 a.m. and sang “Great Is Thy
Faithfulness.”  Mr. Tanzie led in prayer.

76. FRATERNAL ADDRESS.  Mr. Peterson introduced the Rev. Kevin M. Backus,
fraternal observer of the Bible Presbyterian Church, General Synod.  Mr. Backus

addressed the Assembly.

77. MINUTES.  The Assistant Clerk presented the Minutes of the Assembly for
Wednesday evening to Friday morning, §1-15, which were approved as corrected.

78. COMMITTEE ON THE DOCTRINE OF JUSTIFICATION.  Mr. VanDrunen
reported for the Committee, including the following recommendation:
In light of the considerations in IV (see p. 203), the committee recommends a) that

the 72nd General Assembly grant an additional year to the Committee on the Doctrine of
Justification to complete its final report and b) grant the committee a budget of $5000 for
the next year.

79. ADVISORY COMMITTEE 10 (Justification).  Mr. L. Miller reported the
silence of Advisory Committee 10 with respect to the recommendation from the

Committee on the Doctrine of Justification.
The recommendation of the Committee was adopted that the Committee be granted

an additional year and the budget request was referred to Advisory Committee 9.

80. APPEALS AND COMPLAINTS (Appeal #1).  The order of the day having
arrived, Mr. Mallin presented the report of the Committee on Appeals and Com-

plaints with respect to Appeal #1 (see pp. 204-206), including the following recommenda-
tion:

That Standing Rule V:12 be suspended and the complaint of January 26, 2005, be
found in order and properly before the Assembly.

81. ADVISORY COMMITTEE 10 (Appeal #1).  Mr. L. Miller reported for Advisory
Committee 10 with respect to Appeal #1 as follows:

I. Report on Appeal #1
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A. Recommendation – That the advisory committee requests that the General As-
sembly take up Appeal #1 as the order of the day at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, June 4,
2005. (adopted earlier, see §21)

B. Recommendation – That the Assembly adopt the following procedure for hear-
ing Mr. Carson’s complaint:

1. Presentation of the report of the Standing Committee on Appeals and Complaints
pertaining to the complaint. (for up to 10 minutes).
2. Presentation of the report of the advisory committee pertaining to the complaint.
(for up to 10 minutes).
3. Questions about and discussion on portions of the reports pertaining to the com-
plaint but not related to a recommendation (for up to 10 minutes).
4. Debate and action on the recommendation of the Standing Committee on Appeals
and Complaints that Standing Rule V:12. be suspended and that the complaint be
found in order and properly before the Assembly.
5. Presentation by the complainant (for up to 15 minutes), followed by presentation
of the Presbytery of Michigan and Ontario (for up to 15 minutes), followed by pre-
sentation of the session of Providence OPC, Royal Oak, MI (for up to 15 minutes).
6. Questions of clarification concerning the presentations of the complainant, the
presbytery, and the session, and concerning the recommendations of the advisory
committee (for up to 15 minutes).
7. Final remarks by the session (for up to 5 minutes), followed by final remarks by
the presbytery (for up to 5 minutes), followed by final remarks by the complainant
(for up to 5 minutes).
8. Debate and action on the recommendation of the advisory committee regarding
consideration and disposition of the complaint, up to two speeches of five minutes
per commissioner.

C. Recommendation – That Mr. Carson and members of the session of Providence
OPC, Royal Oak, MI, and Mr. Brian De Jong be granted the privilege of the floor
during the hearing of the complaint.

D. Recommendation

1. When the Moderator puts the question, “Shall the complaint be sustained?” the
recommendation of the Advisory Committee is that the Assembly vote no; that is, that
it vote to deny the complaint.

Grounds:

(1) The rationale of the complaint presupposes that the Book of Discipline re-
quires the session to relinquish its jurisdiction of a member merely on the request for
a letter of transfer. It is illegitimate to require a session to do so when it deems that it
has weighty reasons to retain jurisdiction.

(2) The documents which are before the General Assembly, while seeming on the
surface to uphold the complaint (e.g., BD II.A.3), do not give the only grounds upon
which a session shall consider it wise not to dismiss a member, i.e., that “a person
charged with an offense . . . shall grant this request only for reason which it deems
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weighty.”  It deals only with the fact of how such a member “charged with an offense”
is to be treated.  The BD is otherwise silent about other matters which the session shall
be aware of when dealing with such a request from a member.

82. APPEAL BEFORE ASSEMBLY.  The recommendation of the Committee on
Appeals and Complaints was adopted (§80).

83. ACTION ON PROCEDURAL RECOMMENDATIONS.  The recom
mendations of the Advisory Committee regarding procedure were adopted as pro-

posed, with the amendment in §81.B.5 that the session be granted up to 25 minutes for its
presentation (§81).

84. PRESENTATION BY MR. CARSON.  Mr. Carson presented his complaint.

85. PRESENTATION BY THE PRESBYTERY.  Messrs. Brian L. De Jong and
Norman De Jong presented the position of the Presbytery of Michigan and Ontario.

86. RECESS AND RECONVENE.  The Assembly recessed at 9:58 a.m. and recon
vened at 10:20 a.m.  It sang “Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven,” and Mr. Dowds

led in prayer.

87. PRESENTATION BY THE SESSION.  The Rev. Jeffrey B. Wilson presented
the report of the session of Providence OPC, Royal Oak, Michigan.  Present also

were Messrs. Ronald Mills, Sr., and Michael Roberts, members of the session.

88. QUESTIONS.  Representatives of the session and the presbytery responded to
questions from commissioners.  The time of questions was extended by ten minutes.

89. FINAL REMARKS.  Final remarks were presented by the representatives of the
session (Mr. Wilson) and of the presbytery (Mr. B. De Jong), and by the complain-

ant, Mr. Carson.  During his remarks, Mr. Carson expressed his sorrow and repentance for
certain words he had used in his presentation.  On motion the Assembly accepted the
apology and granted forgiveness.  At the request of Mr. Knox his negative vote was re-
corded.

Prior to the vote on the motion, the previous question was moved and carried.  At the
requests of Messrs. Duff and Peterson, their negative votes were recorded on the vote to
cut off debate.  (See §94 for the vote on the complaint.)

90. DEVOTIONS.  The order of the day having arrived, Mr. Brown read John 20:19-
23 and led in prayer.  He delivered a message entitled, “Sent by the Lord.”  The

Assembly sang, “Breathe on Me, Breath of God.”

91. RECESS.  The Assembly recessed at 12:15 p.m. following prayer by Mr. Gesch.

Saturday Afternoon, June 4, 2005

92. RECONVENE.  The Assembly reconvened at 1:30 p.m., and sang “I Am so Glad
That Our Father in Heaven.”  Mr. Willet led in prayer.
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93. PRAYER.  Mr. Needham reported the death on May 30 in Iraq of Major Brian
Downs, USAF.  Mr. Downs was a ruling elder in Westminster PCA, Ft. Walton,

Florida.  Mr. Needham led in prayer for his family.

94. DISPOSITION OF COMPLAINT.  The order of the day was extended for five
minutes.  Mr. Needham led in prayer.  The Moderator put the question, “Shall the

complaint be sustained?”  The complaint was not sustained.

95. RECESS AND RECONVENE.  The Assembly recessed at 3:18 p.m. and recon
vened at 3:35 p.m.  It sang “Trust and Obey.”  Mr. Knox led in prayer for Providence

OPC, the Presbytery of Michigan and Ontario, and for Mr. Carson.

96. OVERTURE 1 (continued).  The Assembly resumed consideration of Overture 1.
On motion the Rev. William B. Kessler was granted the privilege of the floor.  The

overture returned to the floor and was placed in the following form (see §73): “In re-
sponse to Overture 1 the General Assembly encourages its Committee on Foreign Mis-
sions to reconsider its intermitting of the Japan Mission; and furthermore, it suspends the
application of Instrument E.4.o.(3)(b) to the Japan Mission.”  (See §100, 102, and 104.)

97. RECESS.  The Assembly recessed at 5:05 p.m. after Mr. Duff led in prayer.

Monday Morning, June 6, 2005

98. RECONVENE.  The Assembly reconvened at 8:30 a.m.  The Assembly sang “All
People that on Earth Do Dwell,” and Mr. L. Miller led in prayer.

99. FRATERNAL ADDRESS.  Mr. Peterson introduced the Rev. Takayuki Ashida,
fraternal delegate of the Reformed Church in Japan.  Mr. Ashida addressed the As-

sembly.

100. OVERTURE 1 (continued).  Discussion on the response to Overture 1 continued.

101. RECESS AND RECONVENE.  The Assembly recessed at 10:00 a.m. and recon
vened at 10:29 a.m. and sang “And Can It Be that I Should Gain.”  Mr. Beezhold led

in prayer.

102. OVERTURE 1 (continued).  Discussion on the response to Overture 1 continued.

103. INTRODUCTION OF FRATERNAL OBSERVER.  Mr. Peterson introduced
the Rev. R. Sherman Isbell, fraternal observer of the Free Church of Scotland (Con-

tinuing).  On motion he was seated as a corresponding member.

104. OVERTURE 1 (continued).  The pending motion (§96) was defeated.  At their
requests the affirmative votes of the following were recorded: Messrs. Beezhold,

Cummings, Dowds, Lauer, S. Miller, Pluister, Puliatti, Raih, Stahl, Venema, Withington,
and Wright.
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105. DEVOTIONS.  The order of the day having arrived, Mr. Watkins read Colossians
1:24-29 and delivered a message entitled, “Joy in Suffering.”  He led in prayer and

the Assembly sang, “It Is Well with My Soul.”

106. RECESS.  The Assembly recessed at 12:22 p.m. following prayer by Mr. Gardner.

Monday Afternoon, June 6, 2005

107. RECONVENE.  The Assembly reconvened at 1:31 p.m., and sang “God, the Lord,
a King Remaineth.”  Mr. De Jong led in prayer.

108. INTRODUCTION OF FRATERNAL DELEGATE.  Mr. Peterson introduced
the Rev. Messrs. Tracy Gruggett and Kyle Sorenson, fraternal delegates of the Re-

formed Church in the United States.  On motion they were seated as corresponding mem-
bers.

109. MOTION.  A motion was made, and was referred to Advisory Committee 2 in
accordance with Standing Rule VI.A.2 (see §193).

110. INTRODUCTION OF FRATERNAL DELEGATE.  Mr. Peterson introduced
the Rev. Harry G. Zekveld, a fraternal delegate of the United Reformed Churches.

On motion he was seated as a corresponding member.

111. PENSIONS.  The docket was amended to allow the Committee on Pensions to
report at this time.  Mr. Huibregtse presented the report of the Committee, (see pp.

207-226) including the following recommendations:

The Committee recommends that the 72nd General Assembly amend the Pension
and Insurance Plan of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church as follows:

A. Article I.A. be amended as shown:

Description.  This Plan is composed of two parts:
1.  A Life Insurance Program which will provide group term insurance for each

participant from time of entry until the end of the policy year during which he reaches age
65 70 or withdraws from the Plan, whichever is earlier, with waiver of premium in the
event of total and permanent disability. The amount of insurance in effect for a given
calendar year shall be $20,000 that provided in the following schedule:

1973 and 1974 $13,000
1975  14,000
1976  15,000
1977  16,000
1978  17,000
1979  18,000
1980  19,000
1981 and thereafter  20,000
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B. Article I.H.1. Withdrawal From the Plan-Vested Interest be amended as shown:

Withdrawal from the Plan - Vested Interest.
1. Participants who cease to be members or employees of the Orthodox Presbyterian

Church must withdraw from the Plan.  Upon withdrawal, the participant shall receive his
vested interest in the Retirement Equity Fund determined as follows:

a. Prior to the fifth anniversary of his participation in this Plan, or in the Prede-
cessor Plan if applicable, his vested interest in his share of the Retirement Equity Fund
shall be the sum of:

(1) A percentage of the portion of his share in the Retirement Equity Fund
which is not attributable to any voluntary contributions he has made corresponding to the
percentage of all payments to such share (except any voluntary contributions)  repre-
sented by his required contributions; plus

(2) The portion of his share which is attributable to any voluntary contributions
he has made.

a. b. Upon subsequent anniversaries of his participation in either Plan, His
vested interest in his share of the Retirement Equity Fund shall be the sum of:

(1) A percentage of the portion of his share of the Retirement Equity Fund
which is not attributable to any voluntary contributions he has made equal to the larger of
a percentage determined under a. (1) above on the basis of his required contributions or
the following percentages:

Anniversary Percentage
5th 50%
8th 75%
10th 100%
1st 15%

2nd 30%

3rd 45%

4th 60%

5th 75%

6th 90%

7th 100%

plus
(2) The portion of his share which is attributable to any voluntary contributions he

has made.

b. c. The interest of a totally and permanently disabled participant shall be fully
vested.

112. ADVISORY COMMITTEE 5 (Pensions).  Mr. Winslow reported the silence of
Advisory Committee 5 with respect to the report of the Committee on Pensions.

113. QUESTIONS.  Messrs. G. Hoogerhyde and Huibregtse responded to questions from
commissioners.

114. ACTION ON RECOMMENDATIONS.  The recommendations of the Committee
on Pensions (§111) were adopted.

115. ELECTION.  The floor was opened for nominations to the Committee on Pensions
for the class of 2008.  The following were nominated: Minister: D. L. Watson; Rul-
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ing elders: Garret A. Hoogerhyde (Whippany), Stephen R. Leavitt (Bangor).  The Mod-
erator announced their election.

116. OVERTURE 2, ADVISORY COMMITTEE 10.  Mr. L. Miller presented the
report of Advisory Committee 10 with respect to Overture 2 as follows:

RECOMMENDATION: that the General Assembly find Overture #2 to be out of order.
Grounds:

(1) Granting the overture would in effect require the General Assembly to initiate
judicial process against the members of the “recently formed Ad Hoc Committee for the
Support of the OPC Japan Mission” (note the words “render a judgment”). The General
Assembly does not have original jurisdiction (BD II.A.1)

(2) Granting the Overture would initiate judicial process without a charge of an
offense having been brought (BD III.1)

(3) Granting the overture would deprive members of the Ad Hoc Committee of the
right to set forth, plead, or offer in evidence the provisions of the Word of God or the
subordinate standards (BD IV.A.1.c)

117. ACTION ON OVERTURE 2.  On motion Overture 2 was recommitted to
Advisory Committee 10. (See §196, 197, 202)

118. OVERTURE 3, ADVISORY COMMITTEE 6.  Mr. Gardner reported for
Advisory Committee 6 with respect to Overture 3 as follows:

That this General Assembly deny Overture 3 (p. 25)
Grounds:

(1) OPC Standards regarding justification are clear, and our adherence to these
doctrinal standards has not been officially challenged by any recognized body. (This ful-
fills the duty required of Westminster Larger Catechism 144, 145).

(2) “The Evangelical Reformed Presbyterian Church” is an emerging asso-
ciation without recognition as an organized church of Christ. (We have no list of particular
churches.)

(3) The OPC has received no official communication from this group alleg-
ing doctrinal compromise or documentation defending the charge.

119. ACTION ON OVERTURE 3.  The Moderator put the question, “Shall Overture 3
be granted?”  The overture was denied.

120. ADVISORY COMMITTEE 1 (continued).  Mr. O’Leary presented
recommendations 3 and 4 of Advisory Committee 1 (§61), which were adopted as

follows:
3. Communications 2, 8, 12, and 13 be received for information.
4. Communications 3 and 15 be referred to the Committee on Foreign Missions.

121. ELECTION.  The floor was opened for nominations to the Committee on Foreign
Missions for the class of 2008.  The following were nominated: Ministers: Chanoux,

Gaffin, Edward D. Guyer, Glenn D. Jerrell, O’Leary, Lendall H. Smith, Wright; Ruling

elders: Gesch, Laurie, Martin, Jon W. Stevenson (Wildwood), John D. Williams
(Menominee Falls). At a later time the Moderator announced the election of Messrs. Gaffin,
Laurie, O’Leary, Smith, and Williams.
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122. RECESS AND RECONVENE.  The Assembly recessed at 3:18 p.m. and recon-
vened at 3:35 p.m.  It sang “Jesus Shall Reign,” and Mr. Keller led in prayer.

123. MINUTES.  The Assistant Clerk presented the Minutes of the Assembly for Friday
morning to Saturday morning, §15-81, which were approved as corrected.

124. COORDINATION.  Mr. Phillips presented the report of the Committee, (see pp.
227-245) including the following recommendations:

1. The Committee recommends that the 72nd General Assembly approve the fol-
lowing Worldwide Outreach program for 2006,

Committee COC
Requests Proposal

Christian Education    296,758    280,608 13.16%
Foreign Missions    990,000    947,606 44.45%
Home Missions    912,500    903,786 42.39%
Sub-total 2,199,258 2,132,000 100.0%

New Horizons    235,000    235,000
Coordination    285,000    285,000
Total Worldwide Outreach 2,719,258 2,652,000

Increase over 2005 approved budget ‘6.64%        4%

and that the Committee on Foreign Missions be granted permission to have a special
offering in the spring of 2006 and that paragraph E.4.i.(3) of the Instruments of the Gen-
eral Assembly be suspended with respect to the proceeds of this offering so that the offer-
ing can be received outside of the “cap”.

2. The Committee recommends that the 72nd General Assembly suspend the Stand-
ing Rule for eligibility (Chapter X.2.i), to permit Ruling Elder Paul H. Tavares to be nomi-
nated to another three year term.

Ground: It was reported to COC that the Committee on Financial Review has
expressed concern over the continuity of the General Assembly-elected members of the
COC, and this action would open the possibility for that continuity.

Mr. Phillips introduced Mr. Haney, the Director of Finance and Planned Giving, who supple-
mented the report of the Committee.

125. ADVISORY COMMITTEE 4 (Coordination).  Mr. Felch reported for Advisory
Committee 4 with respect to the work of the Committee on Coordination as follows:
In considering the work of the Committee on Coordination Advisory Committee 4

considered the Report of the Committee on Coordination, the report for the Committee on
Coordination provided by Mr. David Haney and the Minutes of the COC meetings held on
January 9, 2004, April 16 &17, 2004, June 7, 2004 and November 29, 2004.  The commit-
tee met with Mr. David Haney, Director of Finance and Planned Giving, the Rev. Stephen
Phillips, Chairman of the COC, and the Rev. Ross Graham in his capacity as Vice Chair of
the COC.

With regard to the Report of the COC, Advisory Committee 4 is silent.
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126. QUESTIONS.  Mr. Haney responded to questions from commissioners.

127. ACTION ON RECOMMENDATIONS.  The recommendations of the Commit
tee on Coordination were adopted.

128. FINANCIAL REVIEW.  Messrs Stahl and Jackson reported for the Committee on
Financial Review, (see pp. 246-247)including the following recommendation: “that

the 72nd General Assembly grant the Special Committee for Financial Review an addi-
tional year to complete its work in order to present its final report to the 73rd General
Assembly (2006).”

129. ADVISORY COMMITTEE 4 (Committee for Financial Review).  Mr. Felch
reported the silence of Advisory Committee 4 with respect to the Committee for

Financial Review.

130. ACTION ON RECOMMENDATION.  The recommendation of the Special
Committee for Financial Review was adopted.

131. DIACONAL MINISTRIES.  Mr. Coppes presented the report of the Committee
on Diaconal Ministries (see pp. 249-260), including the following recommenda-

tions (see §139):

1. That the General Assembly request the congregations to give at least half of
their contributions by the end of May.

2. That the General Assembly remind the Presbyteries not to approve a call con-
taining “free from worldly care” if they consider the call under consideration to be inad-
equate to provide for the minister’s livelihood, and to make certain that the call includes a
provision for adequate retirement and for payment of hospitalization, surgical, and major
medical insurance.

3. That the General Assembly request the Presbyteries to investigate whether all
their ministers have adequate medical insurance coverage and retirement provision in-
cluding looking into the sufficiency of co-pay and other alternatives.

4. That for the year 2006 the General Assembly request the churches of the OPC
to support the work of this Committee at the suggested rate of $29.00 per communicant
member.

132. ADVISORY COMMITTEE 5 (Diaconal Ministries).  Mr. Winslow reported the
silence of Advisory Committee 5 with respect to the Committee on Diaconal Minis-

tries.

133. QUESTIONS.  Mr. Coppes responded to questions from commissioners.

134. RECESS.  The Assembly recessed at 5:05 p.m. after Mr. Wethered led in prayer.

Monday Evening, June 6, 2005

135. RECONVENE.  The Assembly reconvened at 6:30 p.m., and sang “Who Trusts in
God, a Strong Abode.”  Mr. Ayres led in prayer.
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136. FRATERNAL ADDRESS.  Mr. Peterson introduced the Rev. Tracy Gruggett,
fraternal delegate of the Reformed Church in the United States.  Mr. Gruggett ad-

dressed the Assembly.

137. ELECTION.  The floor was opened for nominations to the Committee on Coor-
dination for the class of 2008.  The following were nominated: Minister:  Igo, Phillips;

Ruling elders: Paul H. Tavares (Grove City).  On motion the request of Mr. Phillips to
have his name removed from nominations was granted.  The Moderator declared Messrs.
Igo and Tavares elected.

138. DIACONAL MINISTRIES (continued).  Mr. Coppes responded to further ques-
tions from commissioners.

139. ACTION ON RECOMMENDATIONS.  The recommendations of the Commit
tee on Diaconal Ministries were adopted on separate motions (see §131).

140. ELECTION.  The floor was opened for nominations to the Committee on Diac-
onal Ministries for the class of 2008.  The following were nominated: Minister:

David W. King; Ruling elder: Haney.  The Moderator declared them elected.

141. PRAYER.  Mr. Tarullo led in prayer for the work of the Committee on Diaconal
Ministries and Mr. O’Leary for the Committee on Foreign Missions.

142. FRATERNAL ADDRESS.  Mr. Peterson introduced the Rev. R. Sherman Isbell,
fraternal observer of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing).  Mr. Isbell addressed

the Assembly.

143. ECUMENICITY AND INTERCHURCH RELATIONS.  Mr. Tyson presented
the report of the Committee on Ecumenicity and Interchurch Relations (see pp. 261-

288)).  He introduced Mr. Peterson, Administrator of the Committee, who amplified the
report.  The report included the following recommendations (see §146):

1. The Committee recommends that the 72nd (2005) General Assembly of the Or-
thodox Presbyterian Church approve the membership of the URCNA in NAPARC.

Grounds:

(1) Your Committee has had close contact with these churches even before
they were federated as the United Reformed Churches in North America.

(2) Their confessional standards are the Three Forms of Unity. Their church
order has been examined favorably by the Committee.

(3) They hold membership in the ICRC
2. The Committee recommends that the 72nd (2005) General Assembly of the Or-

thodox Presbyterian Church present the following recommendation to the International
Conference of Reformed Churches to be held in Pretoria, South Africa, in October 2005:

That, in the light of the instruction of Scripture—
Do ye not know that the saints shall judge the world? and if the world shall be judged
by you, are ye unworthy to judge the smallest matters?  Know ye not that we shall
judge angels? how much more things that pertain to this life?  If then ye have judg-
ments of things pertaining to this life, set them to judge who are least esteemed in the
church.  I speak to your shame.  Is it so, that there is not a wise man among you? no,
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not one that shall be able to judge between his brethren?...  Why do ye not rather take
wrong? why do ye not rather suffer yourselves to be defrauded?  Nay, ye do wrong,
and defraud, and that your brethren.  1 Corinthians 6:2–5, 7b–8.

—and bearing in mind that one of the purposes of the ICRC is “to present a Reformed
testimony to the world” (Constitution, Article III.5), the ICRC encourage both the Free
Church of Scotland [FCS] and the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) [FCSC] to be
reconciled with each other, and that, in the event that organic reunion is not soon effected,
to settle their conflicting claims with regard to church properties and assets; further that
the ICRC, as brothers in Christ, offer to both churches its services in facilitating the settle-
ment of such conflicting claims and suggest to the FCS and the FCSC that both churches
agree to submit such claims to a panel composed of seven ministers or ruling elders from
ICRC member churches (none of whom shall be a member of either the FCS or the FCSC)
for binding and final adjudication, to be elected as follows: two men elected by the FCS,
two men elected by the FCSC, and three men, including the convener, elected by the
Interim Committee of the ICRC, with the panel’s expenses, up to $15,000, being covered
from the ICRC budget.

3. The committee recommends that the 72nd General Assembly enter into corre-
sponding relations with the Reformed Churches in South Africa (GKSA), also known as
the Doppers.

Grounds:

(1) They were stalwart brothers in our battles in the REC/S in the 1980s
(2) They hold to the Three forms of Unity and the Church Order of Dordt,

(3) They invited us into an ecclesiastical relationship in their address to the

2004 General Assembly.
4. The committee recommends that the 72nd General Assembly adopt the follow-

ing:
That, with respect to the invitation of the GKNV to enter into sister church relations,

the general assembly—having received from the Deputies on Relations with Churches
Abroad a copy of the English-language translation of the report of the Deputies on Mar-
riage and Divorce, and having sent a delegation to the Netherlands to meet with GKNV
delegates and to discuss with them our concerns regarding that report, especially those
pertaining to the doctrine of the sufficiency of Scripture that appear to be expressed therein,
and having been informed that a revision to the report of the Deputies is being prepared,
which might address at least some of our concerns—determine to continue the relation-
ship of Corresponding Relations with the GKNV, with a view towards taking up the mat-
ter of entering into full Ecclesiastical Fellowship with the GKNV at a future assembly.

144. ADVISORY COMMITTEE 6 (Ecumenicity and Interchurch Relations).  Mr.
Gardner presented the report of Advisory Committee 6 with respect to the Commit-

tee on Ecumenicity and Interchurch Relations as follows:
The 22 page report of the Standing Committee was reviewed with commentary by

Messrs. Peterson and Tyson.
This Advisory Committee commends the Standing Committee for their diligent and

thorough effort to investigate and nurture the prospects of fraternal rapport with similar
churches.

With respect to all four recommendations the Advisory Committee is silent.

145. QUESTIONS.  Messrs Peterson and Tyson responded to questions from commis-
sioners.
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146. ACTION ON RECOMMENDATIONS.  On separate motions the recommenda
tions of the Committee on Ecumenicity and Interchurch Relations were adopted

(§143).

147. RESOLUTION SENT TO BIBLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH.  On motion it
was determined that the 72nd General Assembly direct its Stated Clerk to send the

Resolution on Justification adopted by the 71st General Assembly of the Orthodox Presby-
terian Church (found in §106 of the 71st G.A. Minutes) to the Bible Presbyterian Church
(General Synod).

148. ELECTION.  The floor was opened for nominations to the Committee on Ecume
nicity and Interchurch Relations for the class of 2008.  The following were nomi-

nated: Messrs. De Jong, Duff, Glenn D. Jerrell, Peterson, Sawyer, and Tyson.  At a later
time the Moderator announced the election of Messrs. Peterson, Sawyer, and Tyson.

149. INTRODUCTION OF FRATERNAL DELEGATE.  Mr. Peterson introduced
the Rev. William S. Barker, fraternal delegate of the Presbyterian Church in America.

On motion he was seated as a corresponding member.

150. APPEALS AND COMPLAINTS.  Mr. Mallin presented the report of the Com
mittee on Appeals and Complaints (see pp. 204)

151. ADVISORY COMMITTEE 10.  Mr. L. Miller reported the silence of Advisory
Committee 10 with respect to the Committee on Appeals and Complaints.

152. ELECTION.  The floor was opened for nominations to the Committee on Appeals
and Complaints for the class of 2008.  The following were nominated: Messrs. Foh,

Stuart R. Jones, and David J. Klein.  At a later time the Moderator announced the election
of Mr. Jones with Mr. Foh as alternate.

153. RECESS.  The Assembly recessed at 8:38 p.m. after Mr. Sawyer led in prayer,
particularly upholding the Japan Mission.

Tuesday Morning, June 7, 2005

154. RECONVENE.  The Assembly reconvened at 8:30 a.m. and sang, “Spirit of God,
Descend upon My Heart.”  Mr. Hovingh led in prayer.

155. INTRODUCTION OF FRATERNAL DELEGATE.  Mr. Peterson introduced
the Rev. Alex J. MacDonald, fraternal delegate of the Free Church of Scotland.  On

motion he was seated as a corresponding member.

156. FRATERNAL ADDRESS.  Mr. MacDonald addressed the Assembly.

157. COMMITTEE FOR EXAMINING PRESBYTERIAL RECORDS.  Mr. Willet
presented the report of the Committee for Examining Presbyterial Records includ-

ing the following recommendations:
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1. That the responses of the following Presbyteries to exceptions to their minutes
taken by the 71st General Assembly be deemed sufficient: Central U.S., Michigan and
Ontario, Mid-Atlantic, New Jersey, Northern California, Ohio, and Philadelphia.

2. That the responses of the Presbytery of the Southeast to exceptions to their
minutes taken by the 71st General Assembly be deemed sufficient, with a reminder to
include errata in their minutes and to reference the errata where necessary.

3. That the responses of the Presbytery of the Midwest to exceptions to their min-
utes taken by the 71st General Assembly be deemed insufficient as the terms of a call have
not yet been inserted (page 70).

4. That the minutes of the following Presbyteries  be approved without exception
and without notation: Connecticut and Southern New York, New Jersey, and New York
and New England.

5. That the minutes of the following Presbyteries be approved with the notations
listed by the Committee and without exceptions: Central U.S., Michigan and Ontario,
Mid-Atlantic, Northern California, and South.

6. That the minutes of the Presbytery of Southern California be approved with the
notations listed by the Committee and with the following exceptions:

a. On page 329, the terms of the call are not presented in the minutes (Rule
12b).

b. On page 339, the by-laws are said to be amended without any indication
that the amendment was presented in writing at the prior stated meeting, as required in the
Presbytery’s own by-laws.

c. On page 343, prior action of the Presbytery was referenced without stat-
ing the date of the meeting (Rule 14).

7. That the minutes of the Presbytery of the Dakotas be approved with the nota-
tions listed by the committee and with the following exception:

On pages 2004-7 and 2004-14, the minutes failed to note that the meeting closed in
prayer (Rule 10 and FG Chapter XIV, paragraph 8).

8. That the minutes of the Presbytery of Ohio be approved with notations and
with the following exceptions:

a. On page 148, the minutes failed to note that the meeting was closed in
prayer (Rule 10 and FoG Chapter XIV, paragraph 8).

b. On page 166, no time was stated for when the Presbytery reconvened (Rule
3).

c. On page 167, the terms of a call are missing (Rule 12b).
d. On page 174, the stated clerk failed to sign the expunged section (Roberts

Rules of Order, 10th Edition, page 299).
9. That the minutes of the Presbytery of the Northwest be approved with nota-

tions and with the following exceptions:
a. On page 97, under item 39, no mention is made concerning the status of a

call while a motion, passed on April 23, 2004 (page 82 of minutes, #17), held the call until
the next stated meeting.

b. On page 98, actions with regard to a new congregation’s recognition and
installation service were made prior to the Presbytery’s approval of officers. (FG Chapter
XXIX, Section A, paragraph 4e.)

10. That the minutes of the Presbytery of the Southwest be approved with nota-
tions and with the following exceptions:

a. On page 04-19 and 04-45, the minutes failed to note closing the meeting
in prayer (Rule 10 and FG Chapter XIV, paragraph 8).
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b. On page 05-5, the terms of a call and hospitalization are missing (Rule
12b).

c. On pages 4-25ff., 4-50ff., 4-70ff., 5-8ff., committee reports are included
without being ordered by the Presbytery (Roberts Rules of Order, 10th Edition, page 454).

11. That the minutes of the Presbytery of the Southeast be approved with notations
and with the following exception:

On pages 147, 148, and 172, the terms of calls are missing (Rule 12).
12. That the minutes of the Presbytery of the Midwest be approved with notations

and with the following exceptions:
a. On pages 85 and 104, there are incomplete or missing times (Rule 3).
b. On pages 85, 87, 100, and 104, there was no identification of the disci-

plines on which candidates were examined. (FoG chapter XXI, paragraph 4, FG chapter
XXIII, paragraph 6, and Rule 12a).

c. On page 100, Line 12.5 failed to reference the minutes of a previous meet-
ing where the action was begun (Rule 14).

13. That the minutes of the Presbytery of Philadelphia be approved with notations
and with the following exception:

Annual audit was not submitted as required by the Presbytery’s own by-laws
(missed 2002 and 2003).

Recommendations which the Committee on Presbyterial Records believes may be useful
to the rest of the Church:

14. That the Assembly take note of the fact that a Presbytery has examined candi-
dates for licensure concurrently, and that while this may not violate the standards of the
Church, it may not be a wise practice to perpetuate.

15. That the 72nd General Assembly approve the following amendment to Instru-

ments of the General Assembly A, item 22, as follows, with addition in italics: “The
presbytery shall record in its minutes any exceptions each individual exception taken to
sessional minutes in its annual review of those minutes.”

Grounds:

(1) Recording a summary of each exception has been the practice of the General

Assembly in its minutes, and the minutes of the presbyteries should follow suit.
(2) The current wording of the instrument is open to interpretation on this issue.

The Committee moved recommendations 1-13.  On motion the question was divided to

take separate action on recommendation 10.c.  The other recommendations were adopted.

Recommendation 10.c was defeated.  Recommendations 14 and 15 were adopted.

158. COMMITTEE FOR EXAMINING STANDING COMMITTEE RECORDS.
Mr. Keller presented the report of the Committee for Examining Standing Committee
Records as follows:

The committee encourages the  standing committees, in cases where no member is
absent from a committee meeting, to include the words “no member was absent” or some
similar statement, in order to make it clear that the names of all members were recorded,
per rule 8 of the Rules for Keeping Standing Committee Records.

RECOMMENDATIONS:
1. That the minutes of the following be approved without exception and without

notation:
The Committee on Appeals and Complaints,
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The Committee on Coordination.
2. That the minutes of the following be approved with the single notation listed

by the Committee and without exception:
The Committee on Foreign Missions,
The Committee on General Assembly Arrangements,
The Committee on Home Missions and Church Extension,
The Trustees of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church.

3. That the minutes of the following be approved with the notations listed by the
Committee and without exception:

The Committee on Chaplains and Military Personnel,
The Committee on Ecumenicity and Interchurch Relations,
The Committee for the Historian of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church,
The Committee on Pensions.

4. That the minutes of the Committee on Christian Education be approved with
the single notation listed by the Committee and with the following exceptions:

a. Page 1540, line 25, article 23 does not say who closed in prayer (rule C.
10).

b. Page 1533, line 8, article 1 does not provide verbatim the portion of the
call that states the purpose of the special meeting (rule C. 9).

c. Page 1556, line 8, article 1 does not provide verbatim the portion of the
call that states the purpose of the special meeting (rule C. 9).

5. That the minutes of the Committee on Diaconal Ministries be approved with
the notations listed by the Committee and with the following exception:

No copy of the bylaws of the committee was included with the minutes (rule C.
22).

6. That the response of the Committee of Diaconal Ministries to the exception
taken by the 71st General Assembly to their minutes be accepted:

“The committee wishes to report to the General Assembly that with reference
to the exception taken by the 71st General Assembly: it was corrected by properly replac-
ing the pages where the cut and paste error occurred. The material was on the computer.
The wrong file had been inserted. It is now replaced in the minutes by the correct material
and the pages numbered sequentially.”

7. The committee recommends that the Instruments of the General Assembly of

the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Article C. Rules for Keeping Standing Committee
Records, article 11, be amended by adding the words “but not later than the first regular
meeting in the following year” after the words “subsequent meeting”, so that the entire
paragraph will read: “The minutes of each meeting shall be approved by the committee at
the same or a subsequent meeting, but not later than the first regular meeting in the fol-
lowing year, such approval being recorded in the minutes. When minutes of a previous
meeting (or meetings) are approved, the date(s) of said meeting(s) shall be given.”
Ground: The current statement that minutes must be approved at “a subsequent meeting”
appears to place no limit on when those minutes may be approved.

Recommendations 1-6 were adopted.  On a separate motion recommendation 7 was adopted.

159. PRAYER.  Mr. Gardner led in prayer for the work of the Committee on Ecumen-
icity and Interchurch Relations and Mr. L. Miller led in prayer for the Committee on

Appeals and Complaints.
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160. COMMITTEE ON CHAPLAINS AND MILITARY PERSONNEL.  Mr.
Needham presented the report of the Committee (see pp. 289-293), including the

following recommendations:
Because of Committee concern about recent instances of personal data being elec-

tronically shared and, in some cases, inadvertently made public on the Internet, the Com-
mittee approved the following motions:

1. The Committee recommends that the 72nd General Assembly respectfully re-
quest that the PRJC review its policy on web page publications or other internet sources of
personal and administrative information about members of the Joint Commission or de-
nominational military personnel.

2. The Committee recommends that the 72nd General Assembly undertake a re-
view of our own OPC policy on the inclusion of personal information on our denomina-
tional web site and other digital links by which we might be providing personal informa-
tion.

161. ADVISORY COMMITTEE 5 (Committee on Chaplains).  Mr. Winslow pre
sented the report of Advisory Committee 5 with respect to the Committee on Chap-

lains and Military Personnel as follows:

Advisory Committee 5 met with Bob Needham for the Committee on Chaplains.
The advisory committee is silent with respect to its work and recommendation 1.

The Advisory Committee recommends that recommendation 2 be adopted in the
following form:

That the 72nd General Assembly undertake a review, through the Committee on
Christian Education, of the OPC policy on the inclusion of personal information on the
denominational web site and other digital links by which personal information might be
provided, and request that the CCE report to the 73rd GA.

Communication #5: Advisory Committee 5 notes that Mr. Smith communicated to
the Presbytery of the Mid-Atlantic informing it, “that among the areas on which my un-
derstandings have changed are issues such as the ordination of women, the purpose and
meaning of the first chapters of Genesis, and the place of the Sabbath in the life of the
Christian today.”  The Presbytery acted at its meeting in early May 2005 to erase Mr.
Smith from its rolls effective June 8, 2005.

162. QUESTIONS.  Mr. Needham responded to questions from commissioners.

163. RECESS AND RECONVENE.  The Assembly recessed at 10:02 a.m. and recon
vened at 10:20 a.m.  The Assembly sang, “By the Sea of Crystal,” and Mr. Pluister

led in prayer.

164. PRAYER.  Mr. Felch led in prayer for the Committee on Coordination and the
Committee on Financial Review

165. FRATERNAL ADDRESS.  Mr. Peterson introduced the Rev. William S. Barker,
fraternal delegate of the Presbyterian Church in America.  Mr. Barker addressed the

Assembly.

166. ARRANGEMENTS.  Mr. D. L. Watson presented the report of the Committee on
Arrangements as follows:
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RECOMMENDATIONS:
1. That the Assembly request the Orland Park Session to assume responsibility

for a worship service on Sunday afternoon, June 25th 2006, during the 73rd General As-
sembly.

2. That the Assembly approve the following rules for travel compensation:
That commissioners who submitted valid travel vouchers by 6:30 p.m. on Friday, June 3,
2005 be reimbursed for their expenses for one round trip to the General Assembly, room
and meals in the amount calculated by the following schedule:

a. Those traveling by public conveyance be reimbursed the cost of their fare
as reported to the nearest dollar up to the maximum of $550.00 for those traveling from a
point west of the Mississippi and $350.00 for those traveling from a point east of the
Mississippi.

b. Those traveling by private conveyance as drivers be reimbursed to the
nearest dollar at the rate of $0.32 per mile for the first 500 miles and $0.05 per mile
thereafter, plus $0.07 per mile for each person who is eligible to receive travel compensa-
tion, plus tolls and parking fees, with the exception that the driver and passengers not
receive a combined amount greater than the combined costs of economy airfares for the
driver and his passengers.

c. Those traveling by private conveyance as passengers be reimbursed at the
rate of $0.07 per mile.

d. Commissioners who apply for it be reimbursed up to $322.00 for room
and meal expenses incurred in conjunction with the assembly.

3. That the General Assembly request presbyteries and committees to notify the
Stated Clerk of names, addresses, e-mail addresses, and telephone numbers of commis-
sioners/representatives to the Assembly by March 1, 2006.

4. That the Assembly grant a $500.00 honorarium to Mr. Stephen W. Igo as on-
site coordinator on behalf of the Temporary Arrangements Committee of the 72nd General
Assembly.

5. That Roy A. Hoogerhyde be excused from the remaining sessions of the As-
sembly beginning in the afternoon session on Monday, June 6, 2005 to attend his son’s
high school graduation with the loss of none of his travel compensation.

6. That Robert G. Herrmann be excused from the morning session of the assem-
bly on Thursday, June 2, 2005 with the loss of none of his travel compensation

7. The Temporary Arrangements Committee requests a budget item of $2,500.00
for the 2006 budget.

8. That the General Assembly request that the churches contribute to the General
Assembly Travel Fund for 2006 at the rate of $10.00 per communicant member.

Financial Report
Balance at the end of the 71st   GA $ 85,582.00
Net receipts $101,539.00
Balance available to 72nd GA $187,121.00
Estimated 72nd GA expenses $ 87,000.00
Estimated balance for 72nd GA $100,121.00
Deposit for 2011 Assembly $ 10,000.00
Balance for 73rd General Assembly $ 90,121.00

Standing Committee election: The term of David Haney expires this year.

Summary of the membership of the Standing Committee by class follows:
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Class of 2007 Russell W. Copeland, Jr.
Class of 2006 Robert M. Meeker
Class of 2005 David E. Haney

On separate motions recommendations 1-7 and 9 were adopted.  Recommendation 8 was
referred to Advisor Committee 9.

167. CHAPLAINS AND COMMITTEE PERSONNEL (continued). The recommen
dations of the Committee were adopted, with recommendation 2 in the form pro-

posed by Advisory Committee 5 (§160, 161).

168. ELECTION.  The floor was opened for nominations to the Committee on Chap
lains and Military Personnel for the class of 2008 and a vacancy in the class of 2006.

The following were nominated: Messrs. Kenneth A. Barnes (Stanton), Coie, Gordon E.
Kauffman (Phillipsburg/Harmony), and Parker.  Following the ballot Mr. Dickinson ad-
dressed the Assembly as a National Guard chaplain.  At a later time the Moderator an-
nounced the election of Messrs. Coie and Kauffman to the class of 2008.  The floor was
opened for nominations to the class of 2006.  The following were nominated: Messrs.
Barnes and Dickinson.  At a later time the Moderator announced the election of Mr.
Dickinson to the class of 2006.

169. THANKS TO MR. COIE.  On motion the Assembly adopted the following reso-
lution:
Inasmuch as his exceptional work in bringing the names of all the OPC’s military

personnel before the denomination is unique and helpful in raising our prayers to the
almighty God for their protection in the service of the United States, the 72nd General
Assembly offers its sincere thanks for Mr. Coie’s tireless efforts in his good work in behalf
of our service personnel.

170. PRAYER.  Mr. Winslow led in prayer for the Committee on Pensions and Mr.
Browne for the Committee on Chaplains and Military Personnel.

171. ELECTION, COMMITTEE ON ARRANGEMENTS.  The floor was opened
for nominations to the Committee on Arrangements, class of 2008.  Mr. Haney was

nominated.  He was declared elected.

172. MINUTES.  The Assistant Clerk presented the Minutes of the Assembly for Satur
day morning to Tuesday morning, §81-157, which were approved as corrected.

173. COMMUNICATION 7 (Advisory Committee 7).  Mr. Bradley presented the
report of Advisory Committee 7 with respect to Communication 7 as follows:

After hearing testimony from Messrs. Hollister and Dowd pertaining to Communication
7, the committee recommends as follows:

RECOMMENDATION: that the assembly advise the presbytery that the assembly does
not object to the presbytery’s granting the exception to the educational requirements for
the ordination of Mr. Kim Kuhfus.

Ground: Messrs. Dowd and Hollister reported for the presbytery that Mr. Kuhfus
has a 4 year Bible college education.  He has also learned Hebrew and Greek.  His 6 hour
theological exam before presbytery was recognized as an especially good exam.  He has
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trained elders who were examined and approved by the presbytery oversight committee.
He has maturity in ministry.

The recommendation was adopted.

174. COMMUNICATION 9 (Advisory Committee 7).  Mr. Bradley presented the
report of Advisory Committee 7 with respect to Communication 9 as follows:

After hearing testimony from Mr. Ross Graham (PNJ) pertaining to Communication 9,
the committee recommends as follows:

RECOMMENDATION: that the assembly advise the presbytery that the assembly does
not object to the presbytery’s granting the exception to the educational requirements for
the licensure of Mr. Sixto Perez.

GROUND: Mr. Graham reported for the Presbytery of New Jersey that Mr. Perez has a
BD degree from Reformed Episcopal Seminary and needs only 30 hours to complete his
college degree.  He has sustained all exams for licensure, including theology, on the floor
of presbytery.

The recommendation was adopted.

175. DEVOTIONS.  The order of the day having arrived, Mr. Withington read Psalm
126; Galatians 6:7-9; and John 12:20-28.  He led in prayer and delivered a message

entitled, “Sowing in Tears.”  The Assembly sang, “When in His Might the Lord.”

176. RECESS.  The Assembly recessed at 12:23 p.m. following prayer by Mr. Bube.

Tuesday Afternoon, June 7, 2005

177. RECONVENE.  The Assembly reconvened at 1:30 p.m., and sang “Amazing
Grace.”  Mr. Moelker led in prayer.

178. REVISIONS TO THE DIRECTORY FOR PUBLIC WORSHIP.  Mr. Cotton
den presented the report of the Committee on Revisions to the Directory of Worship

(see pp. 294-375), including the following recommendations:

Recommendation 1. That the 72nd General Assembly send this report including the
Amended Proposed Revised Version (APRV), as presented, to the presbyteries and ses-
sions for final study and request that any proposed amendments be sent by the presbyteries
to the Stated Clerk and to the other presbyteries, with a copy to the Committee on Revi-
sions, by May 10, 2006 in order that the amendments may be included in the G.A. agenda.

Recommendation 2. That the 72nd General Assembly propose to the presbyteries that
the Book of Discipline be amended as follows:

a. BD II.B.2.e be amended to read: Unbaptized covenant children whose
parent(s) are communicant members of the congregation may be received only by bap-
tism.

b. BD II.B.2.f be amended to read: Baptized covenant children ordinarily
shall be received with their parents.
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c. BD II .B be amended by the addition of a new part g to read:
Noncommunicant members of the congregation may be received into communicant mem-
bership only by approval of the session and public profession of faith as in part d above.

Grounds:

(1) As presently written there are several problems with parts e and f.
a. Part e reads, “Noncommunicant unbaptized children whose parent(s) are

members of the church shall be received by baptism.”
It should be noted that there is no such thing in the OPC as a

noncommunicant member who is not baptized. While true that a nonbaptized child does
not commune in the congregation, the term “noncommunicant” is normally used with
respect to a baptized child who, though he has not yet made a profession of faith and been
received as a communicant member, is a (noncommunicant) member of the local congre-
gation by virtue of being a baptized covenant child of a communicant member.

b. Part f reads, “Noncommunicant baptized members may be received with
their parents.”

It should be noted that baptized children coming with their parents are not
noncommunicant members prior to their parent(s) being received and they themselves
being received by virtue of their parent(s)’ reception.

(2) There are situations which are not adequately met and controlled by parts e and
f.

a. While it is true that part d of BD II.B.2 can be seen as covering the situa-
tion of a noncommunicant member becoming a communicant member by profession of
faith, nowhere in the Book of Discipline is there explicit and specific mention of how this
happens.

b. There are a number of situations present or arising when children are in-
volved in coming, or possibly coming, into noncommunicant or communicant member-
ship in the local congregation; the recommended revision addresses these situations.

(1) A non-baptized covenant child coming with his parents who are com-
ing to the congregation by transfer, reaffirmation, or confession of faith.

(2) A noncommunicant member (a baptized covenant child of a commu-
nicant member) of another church or congregation who is still a child in the household of
parent(s) who are coming to the congregation by transfer or reaffirmation.

(3) A noncommunicant member (a baptized covenant child of a commu-
nicant member) of another church or congregation who is no longer a child in the house-
hold of parent(s) who are coming to the congregation by transfer or reaffirmation.

(4) A baptized covenant child who is still a child in the household of
parent(s) who are coming to the congregation by reaffirmation or confession of faith.

(5) A baptized covenant child who is no longer a child in the household
of parent(s) who are coming to the congregation by reaffirmation or confession of faith.

(6) A noncommunicant member (a baptized covenant child of a commu-
nicant member) of the congregation coming into communicant membership.

c. The proposal for revision of part e covers the situation set forth in ground
2.b.(1) above. The proposal for revision of part f covers situations 2.b.(2), (3), (4), and (5)
and uses the word “ordinarily” to allow room for a session to determine to not receive a
child of the situations described in 2.b.(3) and (5) (as for example, when the child is now
an adult and responsible for his own profession). The proposal for the new part g covers
the situation set forth in ground 2.b.(6).

(3) The Committee on Revisions to the DPW, in the course of reviewing the mat-
erial in Chapter V of the present Directory (titled Public Profession of Faith in Christ)
with a view to revision, found the above listed deficiencies in the Book of Discipline. They
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have been addressed in the proposed Chapter IV (titled Public Reception). See in the
Amended Proposed Revised Version of the DPW Chapter IV, Section A, Parts 4, 5, and 6.
However, as permitted by the mandate to the Committee allowing it to propose necessary
revisions to the Form of Government and Book of Discipline in order to bring the three
portions of the Book of Church Order into substantive and linguistic harmony (60th [1993]
General Assembly), we believe that the Book of Discipline ought also to be amended to
address these deficiencies. The Committee’s recommendations seek to do so.

Recommendation 3. That the General Assembly instruct the Stated Clerk to send a
copy of this Committee’s report, as early as possible and no later than one month after the
Assembly’s dissolution, to the churches with which the Orthodox Presbyterian Church is
in Ecclesiastical Fellowship, and cordially invite their comments.

Ground:

The practice of fellowship among churches of like faith is essential to the improve-
ment of that fellowship and of the life of those churches.  The relationship that the Ortho-
dox Presbyterian Church to the churches with whom we are in Ecclesiastical Fellowship
provides us with both the duty and privilege of giving and receiving information about
one another and counseling each other.  The Orthodox Presbyterian Church should not see
itself as sufficient to itself and should seek with open hearts such counsel as we may
receive from others.   We should therefore inform them of our understandings of the im-
portant place of the public worship of our God in the life of Reformed churches, and invite
their counsel.

Recommendation 4. That the General Assembly authorize the Committee to send to
presbyteries and sessions, at the earliest possible time following the 72nd (2005) Assembly,
proposed revisions to the Form of Government that would move to that document certain
sections dealing with ordinations and installations presently found in the Directory for

Public Worship so that presbyteries and sessions may have this material for their study
along with the APRV.

Grounds:

(1) The Committee has informed successive General Assemblies beginning with
the 60th (1993) Assembly that it was considering a proposal to move those sections to the
Form of Government in order that all material used in services of ordination and installa-
tion would appear in one place in the Book of Church Order.

(2) The Committee intended to present such a proposal to this Assembly but was
unable to do so.

(3) Since those sections have not been included in the APRV as presented to this
Assembly it is important that presbyteries and sessions be informed where and how they
would appear in the Form of Government should the Committee’s recommendations be
followed.

Recommendation 5. That the committee recommend that the General Assembly re-
fer to an advisory committee forms for imposing and removing censures (see Appendix B
attached hereto) for consideration of their inclusion with or in either the Book of Disci-
pline or Directory for Public Worship, and if the Advisory Committee recommends such
inclusion in either, that it propose a means for achieving that end.

Grounds:

(1) In the course of our study, we have become aware that guidance for imposing
or removing censures may be desirable and that the Orthodox Presbyterian Church is
lacking such.



Journal

37

(2) We also note that so far as we know all churches in the continental Reformed
tradition have forms to provide such guidance and in times past some Presbyterian churches
also have provided such guidance.

(3) The committee believes that the Church ought to consider whether to provide
such guidance but it is not in agreement whether this most appropriately belongs in the
Directory for Public Worship or in the Book of Discipline.

Recommendation 6. That the 72nd General Assembly elect an alternate member to
the Committee to serve until the 73rd General Assembly.

179. ADVISORY COMMITTEE 8 (Revisions to the Directory for Public Worship).
 Mr. Troxel presented the report of Advisory Committee 8 with respect to the Com-

mittee on Revisions to the Directory for Public Worship as follows:

Report of the Committee on Revisions to the Directory for Public Worship

Regarding recommendations 1-4 and 6, the committee is silent.
Regarding recommendation 5, the committee brings the following recommendations.

1. Advisory Committee 8 recommends that the Assembly instruct the Committee
on Revisions to the Directory for Public Worship to prepare a proposal to amend the Book

of Discipline to include suggested forms for imposing and removing censures (as in ap-
pendix B [pp. 1452-59]) and to report back to the 73rd General Assembly in 2006.

2. Advisory Committee 8 recommends that the Assembly invite and solicit input
regarding these suggested forms from individuals, sessions, and presbyteries to be re-
ceived by the Committee on Revisions to the Directory for Public Worship no later than
31 December 2005.

180. QUESTIONS.  Messrs. Cottenden and Wilson responded to questions from com
missioners.

181. ACTION ON RECOMMENDATIONS.  On separate motions recommendations
1-4 of the Committee on Revisions to the Directory for Public Worship were adopted

(§178).  Recommendation 5 was adopted in the form proposed by Advisory Committee 8
(§179).  Recommendation 6 was adopted.

182. ELECTION.  The floor was opened for election of an alternate member to the

Committee on Revisions to the Directory for Public Worship to serve until the 73rd

General Assembly.  Messrs. Allison and Olinger were nominated.  The Moderator later

announced the election of Mr. Olinger.  A de novo motion was referred to Advisory Com-
mittee 8.

183. PRAYER.  Mr. L. Miller led in prayer for the Committee on Justification.

184. HISTORIAN.  Mr. Muether presented his report as Historian (see pp. 376).  Mr. A.
Moody gave a brief presentation on the CD containing the Minutes of the General

Assembly, demonstrating its search capabilities, using the name “Bosgraf” as an example.

185. COMMITTEE FOR THE HISTORIAN.  Mr. Thompson presented the report of
the Committee for the Historian (see pp. 378), including the following recommen-

dations:
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1. That the following proposed budget for fiscal year 2006 be approved by the
Assembly:

Account 2005 Budget 2006 Proposed

Historian’s Honorarium $  6,200 $  6,400
Book Manager’s Honorarium $  2,100 $
Book Management $ $  2,000
Book Service $     500 $     500
Travel $  4,000 $  5,000
Promotion $  1,500 $  2,250
Administrative $  1,000 $  1,000
Audio Project $  1,250
Archival $  2,000 $  3,000
OPC History Project $     500 $     500

Total $19,050 $20,650

2. That Mr. Muether be reelected to the office of Historian.

186. ADVISORY COMMITTEE 7 (Historian).  Mr. Bradley presented the report of
Advisory Committee 7 with respect to the Historian and the Committee for the

Historian as follows:
Advisory Committee 7 reviewed the reports of the Historian and the Committee for

the Historian and met with the Historian (John Muether) and the Committee Chairman
(David Thompson).

We heard testimony with respect to the encouraging work of the Historian through
which two concerns for the future came to light:

a. Significant expenditures may be required for future archival purposes, and
b. An archivist to maintain the archives will likely be needed.

187. RECESS AND RECONVENE.  The Assembly recessed at 3:16 p.m. and recon
vened at 3:30 p.m.  The Assembly sang, “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah,” and

Mr. Tinsley led in prayer.

188. ELECTION OF HISTORIAN.  The floor was opened for nominations for Histo
rian.  Mr. Muether was nominated and was declared reelected for a three year term.

189. ELECTION.  The floor was opened for nominations to the Committee for the
Historian, class of 2008.  The following were nominated: Minister: Olinger; Ruling

elder: Thompson.  In the absence of other nominations they were declared elected.

190. ADVISORY COMMITTEE 9 (GAOF).  Mr. Poundstone reported for Advisory
Committee 9.  The recommendation proposed by The Trustees was adopted as fol-

lows:

The Trustees in accordance with the Standing Rules XI:2.e (“propose to the General
Assembly a budget for the General Assembly Operation Fund, and suggest a per capita
contribution for payment of the assembly expenses”) propose the following budget for the
General Assembly Operation Fund for 2006 and request the churches of the denomination
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to contribute $14 per communicant member to the General Assembly Operation Fund in
2006:

PROPOSED BUDGET FOR GAOF FOR 2006

2004 2004 2005 2006 2006

BUDGET Actual BUDGET Requested BUDGET

GAOF request per comm. $14.00 $14.00 $14.00

Beginning Balance $196,658 $196,658 $189,881 $137,305 $137,305

Receipts

Contributions $170,000 $161,421 $155,000 162,000

Directory Ads     3,500 5,650 4,000 5,600

Sale of Minutes     2,000 4,965 2,000 3,000

Interest 1,500 1,814 1,000 1,500

Misc. 793

Total Receipts $177,000 $174,643 $162,000 $172,100

Expenses

Honoraria

Stated Clerk $61,418 $61,418 $62,953 $64,527 $64,527

Pension, etc. 10,313 10,563 10,523 11,038 11,038

Assistant Clerk     1,500 1,500 1,500 1,500 1,500

Statistician     1,500 1,500 2,000 2,000 2,000

Historian 6,000 5,880 6,200 6,400 6,400

Book Manager 1,980 2,100 0

Total Honoraria $82,711 $80,861 $85,276 $85,465 $85,465

Staff/Office

Secretary $18,700 $4,151 $18,700 $18,000 $18,000

Total Staff/Office $18,700 $4,151 $18,700 $18,000 $18,000

Office

Rent $8,250 $ 8,250 $8,250 $8,250 $8,250

Directory     8,000 6,394 8,000 8,000 8,000

Equip/Post/Supplies     7,000 3,463 7,000 7,000 7,000

Total office $23,250 $18,107 $23,250 $23,250 $23,250

Insurance $5,000 $5,398 $5,500 $5,500 $5,500

General Assembly

Minutes print /Distrib. $10,500 $11,946 $10,500 $12,000 $12,000
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Agenda print/Distrib.     2,600 2,546 3,500 3,000 3,000

Committee Arrangement 2,000 3,245 2,500 2,500 2,500

Fraternal Delegates     5,500 2,396 5,500 5,500 5,500

Total GA $20,600 $20,133 $22,000 $23,000 $23,000

Assessments

NAPARC $500 $500 $500 $500 $500

ICRC 2,500 2,284 2,500 2,500 2,500

Joint Chaplains Commission 5,000 5,750 7,000 7,300 7,300

Total assessments $8,000 $8,534 $10,000 $10,300 $10,300

Committee Expenses

Appeals and Complaints $2,000 $0 $2,000 $2,000 $2,000

Chaplains 5,000 1,741 5,000 5,000 5,000

Committee for Historian 12,000 6,047 10,750 14,250 14,250

CEIR 22,600 24,087 23,000 24,000 24,000

Revision DPW 1,500 2,272 3,000 1,500 1,500

Trustees of The OPC 100 0 100 100 100

C. on Views of Creation 5,000 5,888

C. for Financial Review 1,276 3,000 3,000 3,000

C. on Doc. Of Justification 2,926 3,000 5,000 5,000

             Total Committee $48,200 $44,237 $49,850 $54,850 $54,850

Total Expenses $206,461 $181,421 $214,576 $220,365 $220,365

Receipts minus Expenses (29,461) (6,778) (52,576) (48,265)

Ending Balance $167,197 $189,880 $137,305 $89,040

191. ADVISORY COMMITTEE 1 (continued).  Mr. O’Leary presented the following
final portion of the report of Advisory Committee 1 (in accordance with Standing

Rule V.8) (See §67):
Advisory Committee 1 has determined not to return the motion referred to it and,

further, reports without prejudice to the Assembly the following concerns of the OPC
Japan Mission.
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OPC Japan Mission Notations

The mission would take exception with this

description, the paradigm as the FMC has perceived

it. The work of the Mission from the beginning has

been in cooperation with the TP. East Sendai

Church was begun with the assistance of one elder

being given by the Sendai Church. Elders from

Sendai and East Sendai cooperated in the work at

KNC, as did Mr. Ogata, then pastor of E. Sendai.

The Mission assisted in the work undertaken by the

Sendai Church in starting Canaan (now a church).

We believe the perception of the Committee is

wrong that the presbytery has left the establishment

of churches up to the mission and they take them

over when they are readied. The denomination, with

mission assistance in the beginning undertook the

work in Morioka and although the OPC was not

involved in Sapporo, there too the RCJ has

conducted church-planting endeavors. The church is

small, the task is daunting, we are there working

together to bring the Gospel and build His church

that the glory of God might be through out the land

as the nation comes to worship Him.

The Mission is deeply concerned about the

conclusions which the FMC expresses in this

paragraph based upon its own (“oversimplifica-

tion”?) perceptions regarding our sister church, the

RCJ, as well as its relationship to the cooperative

work of the Mission. Earlier in the report the FMC

states that “because of the sensitivity of evaluating

a sister church, “we will confine ourselves here to

the assessments of our Mission and a communica-

tion from the Tohoku Presbytery (p.135,#2).” The

assessments of RCJ and the Mission here do not

appear to come from either of these two sources.

We appreciate the FMC’s effort to understand the

various factors involved in evangelism in Tohoku.

However, their conclusions are based on faulty

CFM Report to 72nd GA,

pp.

With respect to helping the

RCJ to become more self-

propagating, our missionaries

set before us their great

burden to see all of Japan

evangelized — and we share

that burden with them.

Perhaps it is an oversimplifi-

cation, but for too long a time

in the Tohoku, the paradigm

seemed to be one in which it

was the role of the missionar-

ies to evangelize and plant

churches, and it was the role

of the Presbytery to receive

those churches and carry on

from there.

And it is our perception,

arising out of that way of

doing things that the RCJ and

the Mission developed a

culture of keeping each other

at arm’s length. Whatever the

case, the Mission’s decades of

evangelistic outreach in the

Tohoku seemed not to have

brought the Presbytery

anywhere near to the place

where it could carry on this

work itself — which has

perpetuated a cycle of

dependency on the missionar-

ies when it comes to evange-

lism and church planting.

Now, a serious problem in one

part of a church is really a

problem in the whole church.
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premises. The RCJ as a whole from the beginning

has been heavily supporting the work in Tohoku and

has been patiently encouraging their brothers in this

difficult region. The RCJ’s very first denomination-

al home mission work was Sendai Eiko (Glory)

Chapel, in 1961. The Mission does not believe it is

“trying to carry the ball for the whole RCJ” or even

for the whole of the Tohoku Presbytery. Its work is

supportive of and in coordination with the T.P. in

evangelism as presbyters, as servants of the church

and of Christ.

We note the surprise the FMC seems to express

with regard to the OPCJM not having had contact

with the RCJ Mission Cooperation Committee.

Perhaps it would seem unusual given its name, but

this RCJ Committee has little contact with the

established missions. Its principle role is with

overseeing PCUSA missionaries (whose mission is

not recognized) and with establishing new relation-

ships with new churches seeking to work with the

RCJ. (E.g. recently the Kosin and the RCA of S.

Africa) That committee’s chairman confirmed that

this is accurate. (He said that they expect the

presbyteries and the various missions with whom

they work do not need the MCC’s assistance unless

there is a problem.)We also checked with the senior

CRC missionary here. At first he could not recall

his mission ever meeting with the GA’s mission

cooperation committee. The CRCJM, like the

OPCJM, meets with the pertinent presbytery

committees. He later called back to say that there

had been a couple of such meetings when the CRC

was proposing to pull out of Japan a number of

years back.

The Mission would plead with the FMC to

reconsider their perceptions and conclusions with

respect to their sister church, the RCJ. This

statement is harsh and unwarranted in light of the

finances which the RCJ as a whole has committed

to the Tohoku work. It presupposes RCJ negligence

with respect to Tohoku evangelism.That is a

CFM Report to 72nd GA,

At the end of the day, if things

have been as bad in the

Tohoku Presbytery as would

seem,

it is a problem that must be

addressed by the whole RCJ,

and our Mission does the

Presbytery no favor by trying

to carry the ball for the whole

RCJ. Yet our Mission’s first

meeting with the general

assembly’s Mission Coopera-

tion Committee came only in

2004,

and only in the context of the

Committee’s proposal to begin

withdrawing missionaries

from the Tohoku. Is it “too

little too late?” Until the day

the RCJ as a whole sees and

owns the needs in the Tohoku
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presupposition not supported by the Committee’s

“The State of the RCJ” evaluation, above, which

points out, ““the Tohoku [Presbytery] … depends

on large infusion of money from other presbyteries

and general assembly for support of its church

planting.” Yet still there are, “numerous preaching

points without evangelists, the local members are

left without undershepherds.” The latter portrait

painted in this paragraph of our sister church

contradicts the very evaluation of the RCJ that the

FMC it provided earlier.In fact the “infusions” to

Tohoku from the rest of the church described by the

mission in said assessment amounted to just under

$900,000 over the period of 1990 through the

present year, for an average of $56,000 per year.

Those funds allow two small chapels, Sapporo and

Morioka, to have full time evangelists.To scale that

subsidy to the communicant membership of the

OPC, this would be like the OPC as a whole

subsidizing one presbytery with more than

$200,000 per year. The RCJ also heavily supports

evangelism in Kyushu (where there is one church

and 3 chapels) and Okinawa (with 1 chapel). The

characterization here is simply not fair or accurate.

CFM Report to 72nd GA,

herself — and is willing to

commit resources to address

the needs — whatever

contribution our Mission

might be able to make to the

situation in the Tohoku will be

of only limited strategic

contribution towards helping

the RCJ progress in the area

of becoming that healthy, self-

propagating, national church

we all long to see.

192. DAY OF PRAYER.  On motion the Assembly adopted the following:
1. That the 72nd General Assembly set aside August 31, 2005, as a day of prayer,

a. to express our thankfulness to God for more than fifty years of continuous
faithful and sacrificial labor by OP missionaries to the nation of Japan that, by His grace,
have been used by Him to bear fruit in the establishment of the Reformed Church in Japan
(RCJ);

b. to humbly petition the Lord of the harvest to continue to raise up harvest-
ers and to provide all things needful for their support; and

c. to seek His wisdom for the ongoing work of Worldwide Outreach in the
Orthodox Presbyterian Church.

2. That the Assembly direct the Stated Clerk of the General Assembly to commu-
nicate the above to the presbyteries, ministers, and sessions of the church, requesting them
to encourage the whole church to set aside August 31, 2005, as a day of prayer, and that it
be announced in New Horizons and the OPC web site.

At the requests of Messrs. Knox and Lauer their negative votes were recorded on an amend-
ment which deleted from the motion the words “In light of the decision of the Orthodox
Presbyterian Church Committee on Foreign Missions to begin intermitting its work in
Japan.”
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193. ADVISORY COMMITTEE 2.  Mr. Davenport reported that the Advisory Com
mittee had referred to the Committee on Christian Education the motion which had

been referred to it. (See §109)

194. PRAYER.  Mr. Bradley led in prayer for the Historian and the Committee for the
Historian.

195. ADVISORY COMMITTEE 8.  Mr. Troxel continued the report and presented the
following recommendation: that the Assembly instruct the Committee on Revisions

to the Directory for Public Worship to quote the ESV in its Amended Proposed Revised
Version that is sent to presbyteries and sessions for study.  The recommendation failed.

196. ADVISORY COMMITTEE 10 (Overture 2).  Mr. L. Miller continued the report
of Advisory Committee 10 as follows (see §117):

In response to Overture 2 this General Assembly offers the following opinions, observa-
tions, and advice:

1. The Ad Hoc Committee for the Support of the OPC Japan Mission (AHC) is
not a judicatory or committee of a judicatory of the church (cf. FG XII:3) and therefore, as
such, is not subject to administrative discipline. The members of the AHC are each subject
to their respective judicatories.

2. The question of whether the appeal of the AHC to the authority of FG XXX for
its organization is legitimate cannot be answered without rendering a judgment.  Such a
judgment would render an interpretation of the chapter (which would hold no lasting im-
port, beyond the opinion of the majority of the commissioners gathered, apart from a
judicial case). At the same time, it would also render a determination of whether the mem-
bers of the AHC were in accord with, or in violation of the Book of Church Order (which
determination is judicial in nature).

3. The orderly ways in which foreign missions may be conducted by the judicato-
ries of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church are provided in FG XXVII:1; that is, either “by
the general assembly on behalf of the whole church, or by individual presbyteries and
congregations acting in coordination with one another and with the general assembly.”

4. FG XII:1,2 does indeed provide for the general assembly resolving questions
of disputed matters of doctrine and discipline. But when the question or disputed matter
involves views held or actions taken in the past or present by particular persons or judica-
tories, the assembly is considering a judicial case, which must come on appeal.

5. If the Presbytery of Southern California deems the formation and operation of
the AHC to be unconstitutional (that is, out of accord with the constitution of the Ortho-
dox Presbyterian Church; cf. FG XXXII:1) and illegitimate, they implicitly deem the Or-
thodox Presbyterians who are members of the AHC to be doing that which is wrong (i.e.,
sinful).  In this case the appropriate way to address that alleged wrong is to pursue the
course set forth in Matt: 18:15-17 with the individuals and, if necessary, the provisions set
forth in BD.III.

197. ADVISORY COMMITTEE 10 (Minority).  Mr. Bond presented the report of the
minority of Advisory Committee 10 (Messrs. Bond and Keele) as follows:
In response to Overture 2, the 72nd General Assembly informs sessions and

presbyteries of the church that it has not given approval to the Ad Hoc Committee to
Support the OPC Japan Mission to represent the Orthodox Presbyterian Church (Form of

Government XXX:3), and that the Ad Hoc Committee to Support the OPC Japan Mission
should not use the name “OPC Japan Mission” in its publications or solicitations.
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198. CONSIDERATION OF OVERTURE 2.  The Moderator ruled that the recom
mendation of Advisory Committee 10 (§196) was the motion before the body, with

the recommendation of the minority (§197) as a substitute. (See §202.)

199. RECESS.  The Assembly recessed at 5:02 p.m. after Mr. Inks led in prayer.

Tuesday Evening, June 7, 2005

200. RECONVENE.  The Assembly reconvened at 6:30 p.m., and sang “Day Is Dying
in the West,” and Mr. Troxel led in prayer, praying for the Committee on Revisions

to the Directory for Public Worship, the Historian and the Committee for the Historian.

201. ARRANGEMENTS  Mr. D. L. Watson presented the following recommendations,
which were adopted:
1. That Richard J. Venema be excused from the Assembly at 4:30 p.m. on Tues-

day, June 7, with the loss of none of his travel compensation.
2. That Ronald E. Peace be excused from the Assembly at 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday,

June 7, with the loss of none of his travel compensation.

202. ACTION ON OVERTURE 2.  The recommendation of the minority was
amended to the following form (as a substitute for the recommendation of Advisory

Committee 1 [§ 196]):
In response to Overture 2, the 72nd General Assembly informs sessions and

presbyteries of the church: 1) that it has not given approval to the Ad Hoc Committee to
Support the OPC Japan Mission to represent the Orthodox Presbyterian Church (Form of

Government XXX:3); 2) that the Ad Hoc Committee to Support the OPC Japan Mission
should not use the name “OPC Japan Mission” in its publications or solicitations; and, 3)
that the orderly ways in which Orthodox Presbyterian foreign missions may be conducted
are provided in Form of Government XXVII:1, that is, either “by the general assembly on
behalf of the whole church, or by individual presbyteries and congregations acting in
coordination with one another and with the general assembly.”

On motion the entire pending matter was referred to the Committee on Foreign Missions.

Mr. Bube led the Assembly in prayer.

203. ADVISORY COMMITTEE 6.  Mr. Gardner continued the report of Advisory
Committee 6 and presented the following recommendations, which were adopted:
1. That Communication, #1 and 17(p. 56, 69) be referred to the CEIR for their

response.
2. That Communication #4, 6, 10, 11 (pp. 60, 61, 63) be referred to the CEIR for

their information.

204. RESOLUTION OF THANKS.  Mr. Clawson presented a resolution of thanks,
which was adopted as follows:
“Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth! Serve the Lord with gladness!”

(Psalm 100:1-2, ESV)



Seventy-Second General Assembly

46

The 72nd General Assembly of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church hereby expresses
its gratitude to the Trustees and Staff of Reformed Bible College for the opportunity to
once more enjoy its pleasant dormitories, wonderful food, smiling staff, beautiful and
peaceful campus. It has been good to return to facilities that are so well suited to accom-
modate our meeting, eating and fellowship.

We particularly thank the Food Service Director Jeff Bettig, his assistant Sarah Veen
and their staff as they responded to our daily needs for meals and snacks. Their meals and
the service were outstanding.

Words are inadequate to express our appreciation for our Committee on Arrange-
ments and those who assisted them. We begin by expressing our gratitude to the Lord for
the work of the Rev. Stephen Igo who organized many volunteers from the surrounding
OP congregations and collected information for places of worship and for relaxed fellow-
ship.

We are inspired by the example of the many volunteers from the surrounding churches
and we thank them. We thank Debby Wolters, Ed Garen, Bob Prince and Connie Prince
who shuttled us to and from the airport. We thank Ada Busby, Bob Van Manen, JoAnn
Vandenburg and Rosemary Commeret who so pleasantly registered us. We thank Rick
Stratton and Jay Eppinga who guided us to our rooms and carried our luggage. We thank
Bill Grysen and Vito Lomonaco who made the arrangements for our worship. We thank
Ada Busby, JoAnn Vandenburg, Marge Blair, Ed Garen, Vito Lomonaco, Jean Singly, Joe
Singly, Vinnie Morton, Beth Miller, Melinda LaCount, JoAnn VanDyke, Sandra TerHaar,
Carol Persenaire, Rosalie Dood, Kevin Dood and Jennie Dood who acted as administra-
tive assistants in all of the preparations and other behind the scenes work. And we thank
Ted Himebook, John Holmlund and Jim Altvater for assisting our worship with their trum-
pets during the opening service. Indeed we are very grateful to our Lord for these many
servants of Christ.

We thank as well our old friend David Heise, who once again exemplified the role of
a faithful servant before us. We also thank the many staff volunteers who assisted him,
including Alexander Mollohan, Iain Williams, Ian De Jong, Stephen Lauer, Roth Reason,
Mark Sallade, Tim Muether and Joy Muether.

We thank Moderator James Bosgraf, whose maturity, humility, quick wit and kindly
manner guided us through both common and emotion-laden matters. We thank, as well,
the faithful work of the Stated Clerk Donald Duff and Assistant Clerk John Mahaffy whose
quiet service kept track of what we had done and what we needed to do.

Finally, with humble thanks, we lift our joyful praise to the great and only God who
has filled our hearts with gladness because of His grace through Jesus Christ, by which we
have been freed from slavery to sin in order to serve Him.

205. KINGSLEY ELDER RESOLUTION.  The Assembly adopted the following:

That the 72nd General Assembly send greetings to Dr. Kingsley Elder, Jr., on the
occasion of his election to emeritus status by the session of Covenant Orthodox Presbyte-
rian Church (Rochester, New York), after forty years of service on that session, in the
following words:

Dear Brother,

We regret that you were not able to be present among us at the 72nd General Assem-
bly, so that we might greet you in person.  Therefore we send you our heartfelt greetings in
the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ, with gratitude to God for your faithful service as a
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ruling elder in the Orthodox Presbyterian Church for over fifty years.  We pray that God
will grant you a speedy recovery, with abundant fruitfulness even in your old age, and
richly provide you “an entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ.” (2 Peter 1:11)

And that the Assembly request Mr. Robert Elder to convey this greeting to his fa-
ther, Dr. Elder.

206. MINUTES  The Assistant Clerk presented the Minutes of Tuesday morning
through evening, §157-205, which were approved as corrected.

207. MINUTES  On motion the Minutes as a whole were approved.

208. DISSOLUTION AND NEXT ASSEMBLY.  On motion the Assembly was dis
solved.  The Moderator led in prayer.  The Assembly sang the hymn, “Jesus, Keep

Me near the Cross.”  The Moderator pronounced the Apostolic Benediction.  Mr. Bosgraf
made the following declaration: “By virtue of the authority delegated to me by the church,
let this General Assembly be dissolved, and I do hereby dissolve it, and require another
general assembly, chosen in the same manner, to meet at Trinity Christian College, Palos
Heights, Illinois, beginning at 7:00 p.m., Wednesday, June 21, 2006, with a terminus no
later than noon, Wednesday, June 28, 2006.”  The 72nd General Assembly closed at 8:27
p.m.
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OVERTURES

Overture 1

The Presbytery of the Ohio April 11, 2005

On April 2, 2005, meeting at Covenant OPC Mansfield Ohio, the Presbytery of Ohio took
the following action:

On motion, the Presbytery approved an Overture to the 72nd General Assembly
of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church as follows:

The Presbytery of Ohio encourages the reconsideration of intermitting the Japan
mission and, furthermore, to suspend the application of Instrument E/4/O to
the Japan mission so that the Japan mission might receive direct missionary
support.

Grounds:

(1) The Reformed Church of Japan (RCJ) is asking (pleading) for our
missionaries’ return.

(2) The work in Japan is not done.
(3) We have men that have been called, are experienced, and are willing

to return and do the work.
(4) Japan is a strategic nation with worldwide contacts that if evangelized,

would have global impact.

Everett C. DeVelde, Stated Clerk

Overture 2

The Presbytery of Southern California May 9, 2005

The Presbytery of Southern California respectfully overtures the 72nd General
Assembly of The Orthodox Presbyterian Church to render a judgment regarding
the constitutionality of the formation and operation in the church of the recently
formed Ad Hoc Committee for the Support of the OPC Japan Mission.

Grounds:

(1) There is disagreement over this question among the teaching and
ruling elders of the church, disagreement that is sufficiently serious
and wide spread to be damaging to the peace and unity of the whole
church and ultimately to her missionary ministry.

(2) A judgment by the General Assembly, rendered in accordance with
its constitutional power (FG XV.6), will serve to lessen this
disagreement and advance the witness of the whole church.
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(3) Judging the legitimacy of the formation and operation of the Ad Hoc
Committee in terms of its constitutionality is warranted for the
following reasons:

a. FG XXX, cited by the Ad Hoc Committee, allows in Section 2 for
the organization of church members to pursue the work of the church
when “a church fails to perform its divinely given task” or when “the
church is unable to work in a particular situation”.  Neither of these
deficiencies appears to have been demonstrated.

b. FG XXX.2 also states that prior to organizing to correct these alleged
deficiencies church members should “seek remedies through biblical
procedures of government and discipline”.  It does not appear that this
prerequisite has been met in any adequate way.

c. FG XXX.1 states that organizations (such as the Ad Hoc Committee)
“under ordinary circumstance, shall not assume the prerogatives or exercise
the functions of the special officers of the church”.  The Ad Hoc
Committee, although it is made up of special officers, appears to be
functioning in violation of this prohibition.  The constitution, throughout,
assumes that special officers exercise the functions of their office as part
of and under the oversight of an appropriate judicatory, but that is not the
case in this instance.

d. FG XXVII.1 allows for conducting foreign missions “by individual
presbyteries and congregations acting in coordination with one another
and the General Assembly”.  The provision for coordination with the
General Assembly is not being honored, as evidenced in a tangible way
by the presently-occurring solicitation of funds by the Ad Hoc Committee
from the presbyteries and congregations of the church without any such
coordination.  Moreover, the formation and operation of the Ad Hoc
Committee seems to contravene a decision of the 71st General Assembly
regarding the Japan Mission.  The Committee on Foreign Missions
informed the Assembly of its appraisal of the Japan field, as one of the
several fields where the church is presently laboring, by including in its
report a resolution that it had adopted and forwarded to the Mission.  That
resolution stated, “…the Committee is inclined towards the opinion that
despite the ongoing significant challenges, the work in Japan is closest to
approaching the accomplishment of the Committee’s overall goals for fully
operational fields, and therefore conclusion of our missionary work there
is potentially in sight.”  With this information and after consideration of
the matter in Advisory Committee, the Assembly took no action to correct
the Committee’s perspective.  (See Minutes 71st General Assembly:
Appendix, page 131 and Journal, items 54 through 57).

“Letter, March 9, 2005 from the Ad Hoc Committee addressed ‘To Members, Ses-
sions and Congregations of Presbytery’ is attached for reference.”

Donald G. Buchanan, Stated Clerk
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*        *        *        *        *

Attachment to Overture #2

AD HOC COMMITTEE FOR THE SUPPORT OF THE OPC JAPAN MISSION

To the Members, Sessions, and Congregations of Presbytery,

Greetings to you in the name of our crucified, risen and victorious Savior God.  The

pursuit of missions is a divine obligation with a most glorious purpose, namely, the in-

gathering of all those purchased by the blood of the Savior Jesus Christ so that the glory

of God’s mercy, love, grace and justice would be manifested before all mankind, and that

the enjoyment of God would be entered into by all His elect.  It is with these marvelous

truths in mind that we write this urgent letter to you.

As you are aware from its September 2004 Telenews announcement the Committee

on Foreign Missions has determined to discontinue the current OPC mission work in Ja-

pan.  In response an Ad Hoc Committee has been erected to raise support for the continu-

ance of an OPC missionary presence in Japan.  The Ad Hoc Committee (organized under

the authority of Form of Government XXX) consists of ministers and elders from a variety

of Presbyteries within the OPC.

This Committee, which is inherently temporary, will exercise itself in close accor-

dance with FG XXVII.1.  The Committee’s purpose is to address the exigencies left by the

decision of the Committee on Foreign Missions to discontinue our present Japan mission.

The immediate aim is to see OPC congregations and presbyteries issuing calls to our

present missionaries and providing support for their ongoing witness and labors in Japan.

Let us say clearly from the outset that the Ad Hoc Committee is not opposing the

actions of the Committee on Foreign Missions.  We respect their decision and the great

difficulty with which they came to it.  Attached is a copy of the Ad Hoc Committee’s letter

to the Committee on Foreign Missions dated February 11, 2005.  The purpose of this

attachment is to demonstrate that we seek a cordial and cooperative relationship with that

Committee.  Accordingly, we wrote to our brothers:

We want to assure you that in no way do we conceive ourselves to be in an adversarial

relation with you.  Our concern, as it is yours, is to see the gospel proclaimed throughout

the whole world.  Our prayer is that our combined efforts will be used of God to, in part,

achieve that end.  We expect ourselves as a committee to be only temporary and that the

congregations and presbyteries will soon find themselves organized to give oversight and

support to a continued OPC missionary presence in Japan.  It is our intention to honor the

coordination clause of our OPC constitution (FG XXVII.1).  To that end we would wel-

come the opportunity to have representatives of our committee meet with representatives

of your committee for the promotion of a better understanding of our determinations, a

cordial relationship, and meaningful efforts of coordination.

We therefore, are seeking, by the legitimate means available to us, to take up the task

the Committee on Foreign Missions have left off, to preserve and prosper the fruits of the

work that has been built up over the last 53 years and to continue to promote the procla-

mation of the gospel to the unbelieving 99% of the nation of Japan and the declaring of

the whole counsel of God to the church there.  The need for the continuance of an OPC

mission presence in Japan is acclaimed by communications to the OPC from the General

Assembly of the Reformed Church in Japan, from its seminary in Kobe, from its Tohoku
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Presbytery of the RCJ (within the bounds of which the Cummings, Uomotos, and Yaegashis

have been laboring), and from several interested missionary and ecclesiastical parties in

Japan, and by the present OPC missionaries themselves.

The Ad Hoc Committee has set up an account through Grace Orthodox Presbyterian

Church in Fair Lawn, NJ.  The account is:  Japan Mission – Grace Orthodox Presbyterian

Church, 151 South Broadway, Fair Lawn, NJ 07410

Support should be sent to this address.  Preparations are underway for electronic deposits

directly to this account at the bank.  The appointed Treasurer is Mr. Bob Folkerts.  Any

inquiries can be addressed to the Chairman of the Ad Hoc Committee, the Rev. Ken J.

Campbell at the above address, through email: Campbell.1@opc.org, by phone: (201)

796-1814, or by fax:  (201) 791-1039

Please join us in prayer and in support of the continuance of this important OPC

presence in Japan.  Missionary Cal (and Edie) Cummings’ call has been withdrawn al-

ready as of December 31, 2004 and his support concludes this May 31, 2005.  Missionary

Murray (and Tsuruko) Uomoto’s call will conclude on September 30 and his support by

the end of this coming December.  The decision on the call and support of Missionary

Woody (and Laurie) Lauer was recently postponed until September.

In requesting your support for the continuance of the OPC Japan Mission we, how-

ever, want to earnestly encourage you to continue your support for the OPC Worldwide

Outreach and that you reach into the generosity and stewardship of your hearts to provide

support for the Japan Mission over and above your normal giving to Worldwide Outreach.

We have an interest in the advance of all mission work by the OPC.  We see our present

actions as seeking to expand the work of missions by the OPC worldwide through continu-

ing our work in Japan while the Committee on Foreign Missions addresses the opportu-

nity to open additional fields of service elsewhere.

The current annual cost of the Japan Mission is approximately $220,000.  At the end

of the statistical year 2003 the OPC was made up of 241 particular congregations and 62

unorganized congregations making a total of 303.  If each congregation was able to con-

tribute $14 per week ($726 per year) to the Japan Mission the annual costs would be met.

We realize that not all congregations may be able to contribute.  However, if a substantial

number of congregations were to give generously the OPC Japan Mission budget would

be well met and the work in Japan could be continued.

As already mentioned the General Assembly of the RCJ is pleading with the OPC to

retain our missionary presence in Japan.  So also is its seminary in Kobe where Mission-

ary Woody Lauer continues to have a vital impact on men preparing for ministry in Japan

as well as an impact for blessing on the theological life of the RCJ.  Japan’s peculiar mix

of sophisticated western culture with long standing indigenous religious beliefs makes it

an extraordinarily spiritually needy country, statistically one of the most needy in the

world.  Evangelists Cal Cummings, Murray Uomoto, and Kaz Yaegashi are on the front

line of evangelistic activity in the Sendai area of Japan.  The ministry of outreach entails

patience as it slowly but, by God’s grace, irresistibly bears fruit.

The concern before us, the continuance of OPC mission work in Japan through the

OPCJM, is a most urgent matter.  We implore you to give your kind and careful attention

to it.  Pray with us that God will move OPC congregations and presbyteries to provide

support and to issue calls to our present missionaries to Japan as their original calls by

the Committee on Foreign Missions are being withdrawn.

We do humbly and earnestly ask you to share this need in your congregations solic-

iting their support for this work in Japan.  Your gifts can be sent to the Ad Hoc Committee’s

account mentioned above.  We are available at any time to answer any questions you may

have.
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Yours in the service of His Kingdom,

Ken J. Campbell

On behalf of the Ad Hoc Committee

Darrell Allgaier, Ken J. Campbell, Wilson Cummings, Mike De Lozier,

Randall Klynsma, Dick Knodel, Marcus Renkema, Bob Scott, Doug Withington

P.S. Our present missionaries to Japan and their email addresses are:
Cal Cummings email: cummings.1@opc.org

Woody Lauer email: lauer.1@opc.org

Murray Uomoto email: Uomoto.1@opc.org

Kaz Yaegashi email: yaegashi.1@opc.org

Copies of the OPCJM’s “Introduction to the Japan Mission” (2004) are available for free

from its secretary: uomoto.1@opc.org.  Each of the missionaries would be pleased to add

your church or your family to his list for distribution of newsletters for prayer; please send

E-mail requests to the above addresses.

Following please find our Committee’s letter to the Committee on Foreign Missions:

The Committee on Foreign Missions

Box P

Willow Grove, PA 19090-0920

Dear Brethren,

Warm greetings to you in our Savior’s name.  We commend you to the Lord for your

sacrificial labors in the work of foreign missions.

We write to inform you that we, the undersigned, have collectively formed a commit-

tee at the request of and on behalf of the members of the OPC Japan Mission in order to

seek ways to promote and support a continuing presence of OPC mission work in Japan.

This action is a response to your September 2004 action, which you reported to us in the

then current Telenews: “...the committee, with deep regret, reached the painful decision to

discontinue our current work in Japan...”

While we appreciate and understand your published decision for discontinuing the

work of the OPC Japan mission and the great difficulty with which you came to that

decision, and while respecting your determinations, we nevertheless, having reviewed

available information, having heard and or seen the cry of the Reformed Church of Japan,

the Seminary in Kobe, other interested parties in Japan, and of the members of the OPC

Japan Mission, have concluded that it is important that every effort possible, and consti-

tutionally permitted, ought to be made to maintain an OPC mission presence in Japan and

to continue the work of the OPC Japan Mission.

Accordingly, we ruling elders and ministers of the OPC, in accordance with Form of

Government XXX, have formed an ad hoc committee which recently met and adopted the

following motion:

“In light of the recent decision of the Committee on Foreign Missions to end

support and oversight of Japan missionaries Cummings and Uomoto (and

possibly Lauer), this Committee shall seek to provide for the funding and

oversight of the missionaries through OPC congregations and presbyteries, in
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compliance with FG XXVII.1, until those bodies erect a permanent structure

to handle those tasks.”

We want to assure you that in no way do we conceive ourselves to be in an adversarial

relation with you.  Our concern, as it is yours, is to see the gospel proclaimed throughout

the whole world.  Our prayer is that our combined efforts will be used of God to, in part,

achieve that end.  We expect ourselves as a committee to be only temporary and that the

congregations and presbyteries will soon find themselves organized to give oversight and

support to a continued OPC missionary presence in Japan.  It is our intention to honor the

coordination clause of our OPC constitution (FOG XXVII.1).  To that end we would wel-

come the opportunity to have representatives of our committee meet with representatives

of your committee for the promotion of a better understanding of our determinations, a

cordial relationship, and meaningful efforts of coordination.

We know your deep regret in making the decision you were led to.  We hope that you

would join us in prayer and help in any way you can as we seek to help others in the OPC

to take up the labors in Japan where you have left off.

Yours faithfully in His service,

Ken J. Campbell on behalf of the Ad Hoc Committee

Wilson Cummings, Marcus Renkema, Jim Van Dam, Mike Delozier, Doug

Withington, Dick Knodel, Darrell Allgaier, Bob Scott, Ken Campbell

Ken J. Campbell, Pastor

Grace Orthodox Presbyterian Church

151 South Broadway

Fair Lawn NJ 07410

201-796-1814 Office

201-791-1039 Fax

Overture 3

The Presbytery of Central United States May 23, 2005

At its meeting in Overland Park, Kansas on May 21, 2005, the Presbytery of the Central
United States approved the following overture to the 72nd General Assembly of the OPC:

In light of the teaching of the Westminster Larger Catechism, Questions 144
and 145, and the allegation (“The Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Presbyterian
Church in America and some other Reformed denominations are permitting
another gospel of justification by faith plus works to be preached.  This is not
a new situation, but has developed over a period of more than 30 years.”) by
the Evangelical Reformed Presbyterian Church on its website and in the May
17, 2005 edition of its newsletter The Ambassador, we, the Presbytery of the
Central United States, overture the 72nd General Assembly to erect a committee
to determine how best to respond to the allegations of the Evangelical Reformed
Presbyterian Church.
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WLC Q. 144.  What are the duties required in the ninth commandment?
A. The duties required in the ninth commandment are, the preserving and
promoting of truth between man and man, [853] and the good name of our
neighbor, as well as our own;

WLC Q. 145.  What are the sins forbidden in the ninth commandment?
A. The sins forbidden in the ninth commandment are, all prejudicing the truth,
and the good name of our neighbors, as well as our own

Respectfully submitted,
Rev. Mark T. Harrington, Stated Clerk
Stated Clerk, PCUS
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COMMUNICATIONS

Communication 1

North American Presbyterian and Reformed Council December 6, 2004

At the 30th meeting of the North American Presbyterian and Reformed Council
which met in Kansas City, MO November 9th and 10th, 2004 the following action was
adopted:

…that the NAPARC secretary correspond with the stated clerks and general
secretaries inquiring whether their respective denominations are willing to hold
concurrent General Assemblies and Synods in 2009 for the purpose of holding
seminars and meetings in commemoration of the 500th anniversary of John
Calvin.  NAPARC assemblies and synods are also requested to suggest dates
and sites for the concurrent meetings.  (Minutes XII.C [p. 4]).

At the 28th meeting of NAPARC a committee to plan the celebration the 500th
anniversary of the birth of John Calvin was formed.  This committee, chaired by Dr. L.
Roy Taylor (PCA), as part of its work, moved the above recommendation in an effort to
determine if there is interest among the NAPARC churches in holding concurrent assem-
blies in the year 2009 to facilitate the holding of seminars and meetings designed to com-
memorate the birth of John Calvin and to receive input from the churches regarding dates
and sites.

Once your denomination has responded to this request you are asked to reply to the
undersigned so that the responses may be presented to the 31st meeting of NAPARC to be
held November 1-2, 2005.

Respectfully yours,
Rev. Ron Potter, Secretary

Communication 2

Presbytery of Ohio December 10, 2004

The following is an excerpt from the minutes of a special meeting of the Presbytery
of Ohio:

Presbytery of Ohio orthodox Presbyterian Church
Special Meeting December 3, 2004, at Calvary OPC, Harrisville, Pa

7. The Report of the Foreign Missions Committee of the Presbytery of Ohio.

Mr. Kessler reported for the committee.
Mr. Lauer reported on his work at the Seminary in Kobe Japan.
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On Motion, the Presbytery of Ohio will communicate to the next General
Assembly of the OPC (72nd) that it does not concur with the action of the
Committee on Foreign Missions of the OPC to intermit the Mission to Japan
and that it communicate the same to the other presbyteries of the OPC seeking
concurrence.

GROUNDS:

A. The Reformed Church of Japan (RCJ) is asking (pleading) for our
missionaries’ return.

B. The work in Japan is not done.
C. We have men that have been called, are experienced, and are willing

to return and do the work.
D. Japan is a strategic nation with worldwide contacts that if evangelized,

would have global impact.

Everett C. DeVelde, Stated Clerk

Communication 3

Reformed Church in Japan December 28, 2004

I greet you in the Name of our Redeemer, Jesus Christ.
Thank you very much for sending delegates Rev. Douglas B. Clawson and Rev. Jack

J. Peterson to the General Assembly of the Reformed Church in Japan (RCJ) in October.
The General Assembly of the RCJ has taken notice of your Foreign Missions

Committee’s decision to intermit the work in Japan.  We realize that this decision was
taken after careful deliberations, and that the present situation seems to leave you without
any other options.  However, we deeply regret this.  We appreciate the sacrificial work the
OPCJM has conducted for 53 years, and believe that the OPCJM still plays a crucial role
in the Tohoku presbytery.  We also believe that intermitting this work would have a nega-
tive influence on both of our churches and the Kingdom of God.

At the General Assembly of the RCJ held in October 2004 it was decided to send an
official letter to implore you to reconsider this decision to intermit this important work in
Japan.  If the OPC finds it impossible to continue the present way of evangelization in the
Tohoku region of Japan, we urge you to please consider other ways of continuing this
work.  The RCJ earnestly believes that the work done by the OPCJM is of strategic impor-
tance for evangelization in Japan.  We believe that the conservative, Reformed church
must expand in Japan, especially in the Tohoku region, one of the most difficult front lines
of evangelization in the world; and the OPCJM plays an important role in this region as
well as at the Kobe Reformed Theological Seminary.

If the OPC still has the motivation to continue the work in Japan, the RCJ will
discuss this matter and seek ways of continuing cooperation with you.

Attached please find a letter forwarded by the Tohoku presbytery of the RCJ and the
President of Kobe Reformed Theological Seminary.

May God bless and lead your church.  Yours in Christ
Yuichiro Yamanaka, Moderator
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To: THE ORTHODOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, JAPAN MISSION

I worship the precious Name of the head of the church, Jesus Christ.  I sincerely
thank God that your mission and we, the Reformed Church in Japan, have till this day
been allowed to work together for the evangelization of Japan, standing together in the
conviction of one faith.  At our seminary, also, we have been allowed to strive together in
the education of evangelists, having entered into a cooperative agreement with your mis-
sion in March, 1998, and from April of the same year, we welcomed Mr. Stewart Lauer as
Professor of Biblical Studies.

The effective period of the present contract with Mr. Lauer continues until March
2006.  Through the official letter from the American Orthodox Presbyterian Church For-
eign Missions Committee we learned of the possibility that Professor Lauer’s services at
the seminary might end, the end of June 2005.  The faculty of our school earnestly hope
that Professor Lauer will continue his services at least until the end of his contract period
in March 2006.  For this purpose, the faculty of our school, at our November 2, 2004
faculty meeting, unanimously determined to formally request the Orthodox Presbyterian
Church through the Board of Trustees that Professor Lauer’s services be continued ac-
cording to the contract until the end of his contract period.

Professor Lauer, at present, is teaching Biblical Languages (Hebrew Grammar and
Old Testament Text Reading) as well as Biblical Studies (Bible Survey, New Testament
Introduction, Old Testament Theology).  We all are applying ourselves to the training of
evangelists in a very good cooperative relationship with Professor Lauer.  Also, Professor
Lauer is serving faithfully and earnestly, and we regard his work highly.  If, in the case that
Professor Lauer were to terminate his services at the seminary by the end of June, 2005,
finding staff to take over the subjects taught by Professor Lauer right away would be an
extremely difficult situation.  For this reason, also, we earnestly plead that Professor Lauer’s
work be continued.

Now, I must also add that we are presently in a period of changing seminary presi-
dents; the present seminary president will end his labors in 2007.  It may involve the
possibility of significant changes in the teaching staff.  The request concerning Mr. Lauer
mentioned above is strictly a request from the present faculty.  Concerning the continua-
tion of Professor Lauer’s services after April, 2006, it will be that the will of the soon to be
put forward next candidate for president and the prospective members of the new teaching
staff set up under him will be respected.

Thus, I have written an account of Professor Lauer’s services and an appeal for the
continuation of his services.  In the Lord, I sincerely hope you will grant this request.  I
pray that the blessings of the Lord Jesus Christ will be abundantly upon the work of your
mission and upon the Orthodox Presbyterian Church.

November 16, 2004
In the Lord,
Reformed Church in Japan General Assembly Kobe Reformed Seminary President
Yoshikazu Makita

November 23, 2004

To: The Orthodox Presbyterian Church
To: The Orthodox Presbyterian Church Foreign Missions Committee
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From: The Reformed Church in Japan, Tohoku Presbytery, Moderator, Tsuyoshi Sato

I sincerely adore and praise the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ.  From our Reformed
Church in Japan Tohoku Presbytery, to you all in the Orthodox Presbyterian Church in
North America, I pray the grace and peace of God the Father and of Jesus Christ, the Head
of the Church, be abundantly with you.

I whole-heartedly thank you for permitting me to attend your general assembly, con-
vened in June, this year, and granting me the opportunity to bring greetings and have good
fellowship with all the delegates.

Now, as I also mentioned at that general assembly, it will soon be 50 years, half a
century, since your church and our Reformed Church in Japan, and especially, we, the
Tohoku Presbytery, began a cooperative relationship.  During that time, from your church,
you sent Missionary Heber Mcllwaine, Missionary George Uomoto, Missionary David
Moore, who on top of laying a foundation for the Tohoku Presbytery, made a huge contri-
bution.  And at present, you have sent Missionary Calvin Cummings (With the coopera-
tion of Sendai Church and two Sendai Church elders and with the cooperation of a num-
ber of members, he is engaged in church planting in the southern area of Sendai, and is
little by little producing fruit.  He is also busy with activities assisting the churches and
chapels in various places.), Missionary Murray Uomoto (He began Megumi Chapel and is
earnestly engaged in church planting, and is out assisting in evangelism in various places.),
Missionary Stewart Lauer (He is teaching at Kobe Reformed Theological Seminary, is
deeply trusted and teaches well.), Missionary Kazuhiko Yaegashi (He is producing con-
siderable results at Yamagata Chapel and is devoting himself to the establishment of a
church.) who are truly doing good work, for which, again, in the Lord, I sincerely thank
you. It would not be too much to say that without the work of people such as these, Tohoku
Presbytery as we know it today would not have been possible nor is it possible.

During that time, in the Tohoku, East Sendai Church, Ishinomaki Chapel, Fukushima
Chapel, Kita Nakayama Chapel, Yamagata Chapel were planted, and at each location and
even now, evangelism and pastoral work, and with the cooperation of Tohoku Presbytery,
a wide variety of labors have resolutely been continued for which we cannot cease giving
thanks.  This is owing to the earnest prayers and great sacrifices, offerings of you all in the
home country; so here, once again, we take the opportunity to express our thankfulness
and appreciation.
However, the beginning of this year, upon hearing from the missionaries in Japan of the
communication from your Foreign Missions Committee, in short, that there is the possi-
bility your church may withdraw from evangelism in Japan, we were greatly surprised.  At
Tohoku Presbytery’s first stated meeting, convened this past April 6, we held an informal
discussion over a considerable amount of time and considered this matter.  The view of the
delegates was unanimous and their definite view was they earnestly want the work of the
OPC mission in Japan to be continued.

Six years ago, in 1998, also, we received the same kind of communication and we,
the presbytery, dispatched Pastor Sudo and Pastor Shiratsu to your General Assembly, and
appealed for the continuation of the work.  Happily, we were favored with the Lord’s
guidance and your understanding, and subsequently as well, the work of your church’s
missionaries’ was continued for which we cannot cease giving thanks.

However, the end of this past September, through the OPCJM, we received notice
that your general assembly [through your CFM] had formally decided to discontinue evan-
gelistic activities in Japan.  The state of affairs in Tohoku Presbytery has changed hardly at
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all compared to before; no, rather, it must be observed that the situation could be consid-
ered worse.  It need not be said that the cooperation and work of the missionaries is still
sought after the same as before.  As for the work at the aforementioned churches and
chapels, the work of the missionaries is still very much sought after and has in no way
been finished.  With the withdrawal of the missionaries, we are gravely concerned that
evangelistic activity in the Tohoku after this will markedly slow down.

In our presbytery, receiving the notice of this decision, upon convening the second
stated presbytery meeting this past November 8, we studied this matter.  The upshot was
we unanimously passed as a resolution our intention that we want the missionaries pres-
ently laboring in the Tohoku to continue, henceforth, also, evangelistic activities.  We take
the occasion to plead from the bottom of our hearts that you will understand this resolu-
tion of the Tohoku Presbytery and in some way by all means send the missionaries.  Our
presbytery, also, based on the cooperative agreement entered into with your general as-
sembly in 1984 [via OPCJM], is not one to be sparing in cooperation as far as is possible
with the missionaries sent.

We are those who believe in the necessity of establishing a church that stands on a
firm Reformed faith in this Tohoku region that is so entrenched in heathenism and super-
stition by those standing upon the same Reformed faith cooperating together.  We are
furnished great encouragement and courage by your being a church possessing a Re-
formed faith that stands upon the sound Westminster standards.  For the work of our church
in the days ahead the cooperation of your church is by all means necessary and cannot be
done without.  Hereafter, also, we hope, more and more, to strengthen and deepen the
relationship with your church.
I have not sufficiently expressed my heart above but representing Tohoku Presbytery I
take the opportunity to appeal and plead for the continuation of the work of the OPCJM
missionaries in the Tohoku.

Finally, I take the opportunity to express our prayer that in the Lord your church will
increasingly glorify the Lord, make progress and will be able to contribute to the advance
of the kingdom of God.

In the Lord Christ.

Communication 4

Reformed Presbyterian Church in North America March 28, 2005

Since we sent a fraternal delegate to your General Assembly last year, we are not
scheduled to send a fraternal delegate this year.

We send greetings to the Meeting of your General Assembly, and praise our Sover-
eign God for the ministry and testimony of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church.  We are
thankful that we can stand together in our faithfulness to Scripture and the Reformed
Faith.  We pray for God’s blessing upon your deliberations and your on-going work in the
service of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Fraternally in Christ,
Bruce C. Stewart, Secretary Interchurch Relations Committee
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Communication 5

Lyman M. Smith March 28, 2005

Please convey to the General Assembly my resignation from the Denominational
Committee of Chaplains.  I have appreciated the opportunity to serve as a member of this
Committee.

Also please find enclosed my letter to the Presbytery of the Mid-Atlantic informing
them of my decision to resign as a ministerial member of Presbytery and also as a commu-
nicant member of the OPC.  I am seeking membership in the PCUSA.

In His Service, Lyman M. Smith

Communication 6

Christelijke Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland March 31, 2005

Thank you very kindly for your invitation to send a fraternal delegate to your forth-
coming General Assembly.  As you know we have scheduled that — if possible - once in
three years, a delegate of ours will be at your General Assembly.  You will remember that
last year I was in your midst.  So this year there will not be a delegate of ours.  Therefore
we want to express our warm sympathy with you and your Assembly by means of this
letter.

The times we live in at this moment are not so easy for the churches in the modem
western society.  We all feel and experience that the attacks of the world are very strong
and that the churches become more and more weak.  Nevertheless we have the promise
that the Lord will protect his church and that He will make that she will remain until the
end of the world.

May the Lord guide and bless you in all the meetings of the General Assembly.  And
may the decisions that will be taken, build up the church and glorify the Triune God.

With Christian greetings,
Rev. Bort de Graaf

Communication 7

Presbytery of the Midwest April 5, 2005

The Presbytery of the Midwest, at its Stated Meeting of March 18-19, 2005, ap-
proved all the parts of the trials for ordination of Mr. Kim B. Kuhfus.  In accordance with
FOG XXIII.3, the presbytery now seeks the advise of the General Assembly regarding the
reception of Mr. Kuhfus, given his lack of “an adequate course of study in a theological
seminary equivalent to that required for a regular three-year theological degree.”  The
Presbytery has appointed Messrs Dowd and Hollister to represent the Presbytery in this
matter at the General Assembly.

Respectfully submitted,
Rev. Rodney T. King, Stated Clerk
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Communication 8

Presbytery of the Northwest April 25, 2005

Greetings in the name of the Lord who died, rose, and ascended into heaven as our
Savior.  This is to inform you that the Presbytery of the Northwest, at its stated meeting on
April 22-23, 2005, determined to concur with the overture of the Presbytery of Ohio (re-
ferring to the overture dated April 2, 2005 to the 72nd General Assembly).

The relevant item of our minutes reads:

33. FOREIGN MISSIONS COMMITTEE (continued) - Mr. Van Kooten
continued the report of the committee, which included an explanation of World
Wide Outreach.  He also indicated that the committee is silent on all the
communications that have come into presbytery concerning Foreign Missions.

On motion the Presbytery of the Northwest concurred with the overture of the
Presbytery of Ohio (Com. 39).

May the Lord give the Assembly grace and wisdom as it deliberates on the matters
that come before it.

Cordially in Christ,
John W. Mahaffy, Stated Clerk

Communication 9

Presbytery of the New Jersey May 3, 2005

The Presbytery of New Jersey, in accordance with the provisions of the Form of
Government, Chapter XXI, Section 6, hereby requests the advice of the General Assembly
in the case of ruling elder Sixto Perez of Covenant Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Vineland,
N. J., a candidate for the gospel ministry in this presbytery.  Mr. Perez on December 7,
2004, passed his examinations for licensure but was not licensed at the time because he
lacks one or more of the educational requirements of the Form of Government, Chapter
XXI, section 3.  The presbytery has asked the session of the Vineland church and the
presbytery’s Committee on Candidates and credentials to provide substantiation for its
desire to proceed to license Mr. Perez.  That substantiation will be transmitted separately
from this letter.  The presbytery further determined to ask one of its commissioners to the
72nd General Assembly to present the case for Mr. Perez’s licensure to the appropriate
advisory committee.  That responsibility will be undertaken by the Rev. Ross W. Graham.

The presbytery appreciates your attention to this request.
Yours in Christ’s service, Richard A. Barker, Stated Clerk
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Communication 10

Reformed Churches in the Netherlands May10, 2005

Esteemed brothers in our Lord,

Thank you most heartily for the invitation extended to us to attend your General
Assembly to be held, the Lord Willing, in June of this year.

Our official relationship has as yet a brief history.  In 1997 the General Assembly of
the OPC decided to invite our churches, the GKN(v) into a corresponding relation.  Be-
cause we did not want to obstruct the developing relationship between the Canadian Re-
formed Churches, with who we have a longstanding sister-church relationship, and the
OPC, the GKN(v) did not react to this invitation until General Synod Zuidhorn 2002 of
our churches.  The GKN(v) decided not only to accept the offer of a corresponding rela-
tion but to invite the OPC into a “sister-church relationship”, which approximates your
“ecclesiastical fellowship”.  In 2003 Rev. R. C. Janssen and Elder K. Wezeman and in
2004 Elder K. Wezeman attended your General Assembly as fraternal delegates from the
GKN(v).  We look back with great pleasure on the fellowship we experienced in your
midst.  In October 2004 three OPC brothers came to Holland to discuss with us one of the
reports to our General Synod.  Their input was much appreciated and has been forwarded
on to our Synod for consideration.

We understand that at the upcoming General Assembly you will decide concerning
your relationship with us.  It is our sincere prayer that the recognition may be mutual.  Be
convinced that our churches are serious about maintaining the Scripture, as a whole and in
every detail.

Because our own synod is meeting at the same time as your Synod we will not be
able to attend your General Assembly this year.

May the Lord continue to bless your church in all its endeavours.  May He grant His
blessings upon your deliberations and the decisions that will be taken by your General
Assembly.  May you hold high the faith once for all delivered for the saints and serve
faithfully in the Kingdom of our Saviour and Lord.  To Him be the glory for ever!

For the Committee:
Dr. J.A. Boersema, Secretary General

Communication 11

Evangelical Presbyterian Church May 23, 2005

Thank you for your recent invitation to send a fraternal delegate to your forthcom-
ing General Assembly.  The Evangelical Presbyterian Church is delighted to continue its
relation with the Orthodox Presbyterian Church and is particularly thankful to receive
Rev Jack Peterson at its recent Annual Meeting.  We very much valued this opportunity
for renewed fellowship and the furtherance of understanding between our two bodies.  We
trust that your Assembly will be attended with much of the Lord’s blessing and would send
you our heartiest greetings.  Two of our number will be present later this week in Edinburgh
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for the Free Church and Free Church (Continuing) Assemblies and we will trust that fel-
lowship may be continued with your representatives there.

We trust that the Lord will continue to richly bless and further your efforts in the
advance of His kingdom.

Yours in Christ’s service,
Rev. Stephen Roger, Clerk of Presbytery

Communication 12

Presbytery of New Jersey May 19, 2005

The Presbytery of New Jersey, at its stated meeting on April 26, 2005, took note of
a letter from the Presbytery of Ohio informing us of an overture it had adopted on April 4,
2005 to the 72nd General Assembly concerning the Japan mission of the Committee on
Foreign Missions of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church.  This overture has subsequently
been designated as Overture 1 to the 72nd General Assembly.

Following thorough debate the Presbytery of New Jersey on April 26, 2005, voted to
concur with Overture 1.

Yours in Christ’s service,
Richard A. Barker, Stated Clerk

Communication 13

Presbytery of Michigan and Ontario May 23, 2005

At the May 20, 2005 meeting of the Presbytery of Michigan and Ontario the follow-
ing action was taken by the presbytery as recommended by our Committee on Foreign
Missions.

From item 40 in the Minutes, “The committee recommended that the presbytery
not concur with the request of the Ohio presbytery to petition the General
Assembly to reconsider the intermitting of the Japan mission.”

By common consent, the committee also agreed that we could not, as a committee,
nor as a presbytery, provide the kind of supervision needed to properly act as a sending
body for the Cummings to return to Japan.  Our committee came to this conclusion be-
cause of the enormous administrative requirements in three areas: (1) the raising and man-
aging of the needed financial support of a missionary family in Japan, (2) the oversight of
the missionaries on the field, and (3) the personal accountability from the missionaries on
the field to the sending body.

In Christ,
Timothy L. Bero, Stated Clerk
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Communication 14

Presbytery of Michigan and Ontario May 23, 2005

At the May 20, 2005 meeting of the Presbytery of Michigan and Ontario the follow-
ing actions were taken that need to be communicated to you.

The presbytery heard the Carson complaint against the actions of the session at
Providence Church in Royal Oak, MI.  The complaint read as follows:

And now, this 26th day of January, A. D. 2005, comes William Carson and
complains against the action of the Providence OPC Session in connection
with their denial of my request for a letter of transfer for myself and my family
to Covenant OPC, London, Ontario.  This denial occurred on January 18th,
2005.  In bringing this complaint I affirm that I believe that the session has
erred and that this error is serious; that I have tried to understand the session’s
point of view; that I have seriously examined, in prayer before the Lord, my
willingness to be in subjection to my brothers in Christ; and that I have made
serious effort to correct the error short of entering a complaint.

The action of presbytery is found in item 33 in the Minutes which follows:

The moderator called for a vote, “Shall the complaint brought by Mr. Carson
be sustained?”  The vote was taken by a written ballot.  The moderator
announced that the complaint was sustained.  The Providence OPC session
was requested to grant the letter of transfer requested by Mr. Carson.

Later in the meeting of May 20 the session of Providence OPC, Royal Oak, MI informed
the clerk of its intention to appeal to the General Assembly regarding the Carson com-
plaint.  (Item 56 in Minutes)

On motion the presbytery appointed Messrs Norm DeJong, Brian DeJong and Louis
Wislocki to represent the presbytery at the General Assembly regarding the appeal of the
Carson complaint.  We recognize that two of the three named are a quorum for our repre-
sentation for this matter.  (Item 57 in Minutes)

In Christ,
Timothy L. Bero, Stated Clerk

Communication 15

Tsuyoshi Sato, Moderator
Chiharu Fujimoto
Chairman of the Evangelism Committee
Tohoku Presbytery
Reformed Church in Japan
May 30, 2005

Moderator and Members of The 72nd General Assembly of
The Orthodox Presbyterian Church
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Fathers and Brethren

We humbly bring greetings to you in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ.  As you
celebrate the 72nd General Assembly, remembering your walk with the Lord, we, the Tohoku
Presbytery of the Reformed Church in Japan, would wholeheartedly like to give thanks to
the Lord.

We remember and give thanks that by God’s grace, with a sacred struggle founded
upon the truth of the Bible, your church has served the Lord developing and defending an
orthodox faith and theology.

Your church throughout the changes in time has fought for the authority of the Scrip-
tures, promoting, in the midst of all sorts of philosophical trends, Bible-centered dialectic
and evangelism, thus setting forth the foundation of apologetics as the unfolding of bibli-
cal, theological studies, which is the basis for all Christian sciences.  You have guided us
as forerunners in the establishing of that world and life view which in every sphere reveals
the glory of God, and which is a light shining upon the Christian Church in the world.  We
want to thank you for offering us great theological assistance together with your prayers
when we stand on the verge of doctrinal difficulty.

We also give thanks for your precious work in the Lord, having given us enormous
help in our church’s evangelism and church planting ever since the establishment of the
Reformed Church in Japan.  Shortly after the War we organized as the Reformed Church,
at which time in the Tohoku there were only three churches and no chapels at all!

But two missionaries and their co-workers sent out by your church proclaimed the
Gospel of Christ to people in confusion, and continued the difficult evangelism.  Without
this work it is almost certain the present Tohoku Presbytery would not exist.  They were
Missionary Heber Mcllwaine and Missionary George Uomoto with their respective fami-
lies.

After that for a long time we received assistance through the addition of the mission-
ary David Moore.  Actually, almost all the Tohoku Presbytery has been sustained with the
addition of Missionaries Cummings, Lauer, Murray Uomoto, and Yaegashi who works in
cooperation with the OPC.

East Sendai Church is independent today through the work of Missionary George
Uomoto, and Canaan Church through the long-time help of Missionary Lauer and others.
North Nakayama Church became what it is now having received the services of Mission-
aries Uomoto, Cummings, Lauer and Murray Uomoto.  And Missionary Murray is start-
ing Sendai Megumi Chapel in the northern part of Sendai, one of the hubs of the Tohoku.
This, too, is truly a great hope.  Within the fellowship of the OPCJM, Missionary Yaegashi
is building a foundation of a church in the territory of Yamagata.  Yamagata evangelism
begun together with Missionary Moore is now taking a shape.

Other small chapels have all also received assistance of OPC missionaries without
whose labors their existence wouldn’t have continued.  Therefore we would like to express
our deepest gratitude for the work of evangelism in Japan carried out by your church.

And we, here, pray to the Lord that He will advance this precious work done through
your church even further.  That is, we are now earnestly hoping for the sending of mis-
sionaries from your church.  We are seeking to carry out evangelism of an area more than
half the country of Japan through small churches and small chapels.  We are hoping to lay
a foundation of faith in this land even though most of us practically have to do tent-
making evangelism.

We must faithfully walk before the Lord and carry out the task in genuine faith and
repentance.  The goal to which we hold now is the addition of at least 5 more churches and
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20 chapels, and being able to carry out evangelism with strength.  We pray from our hearts
your continuing that work the Lord has allowed your church these 60 years, and the send-
ing of missionaries from your church.

Christ told us to proclaim the gospel of salvation to all nations, make disciples of all
peoples, teaching them to observe the Word of the Lord.  By God’s grace your church has
continued this mission work till this day.  We earnestly pray the work of the Lord in this
Japan be continued and the Lord be glorified.

In the Lord,

Prayer: We pray that through missions the salvation the Lord has accomplished

be proclaimed to the whole world, and the glory of the Lord fill all the earth.  May the

OPC church be blessed more and more.  And we pray the eternal plan of the Lord

continue to be accomplished, and until the time of the consummation of the Kingdom of

God in the end times together with the Second Coming of the Lord, may your church

and ours be knit together in the Lord by ties of faith and be actively engaged in the work

of the Lord.  In the Name of the Lord, Amen.

Tsuyoshi Sato, Moderator
Tohoku Presbytery of the Reformed Church in Japan
Chiharu Fujimoto
Chairman of the Evangelism Committee

Communication 16

Shigeru Takiura, Moderator of the Japan Presbytery RPCNA May 30, 2005

To the 72nd General Assembly of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church

Dear Rev. Donald Duff, Stated Clerk

Praise the name of our Lord and King Jesus Christ.
I have not been privileged to know any of you in person, but since you have been

supporting Reformed faith in Japan for long years through Kobe Reformed Theological
Seminary as well as the Reformed Church of Japan, as one of the graduates of KRTS, I
have had sincere respect and appreciation to your dedication to the support.

I am the moderator of Japan Presbytery of Reformed Presbyterian Church of North
America, and representing the faculty of Kobe Theological Hall of RPCNA/Japan
Presbytery.

I have contacted the interchurch committee of our synod (RPCNA) recently to ask
our delegate to correspond Japan Presbytery’s concern to OPCGA, but through the chair-
man of the committee for 2004, Rev. Bruce Parnell, I found that RPCNA will not send the
delegate to OPCGA this year.  So I decided to write this letter directly to OPCGA.

The reason why I write this mail to you is a shock I had from the news about OPC’s
withdrawal from Japan field, specifically the danger that we might loose Woody Lauer
and Murray Uomoto from this field.

Woody has been a good friend of mine, and Kaz Yaegashi of OPC Japan Mission
(supported by PCA) was my class mate at Jackson RTS in 1976-77.  I graduated from
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Kobe Reformed Seminary, so I have many friends in RCJ.  I have been deeply concerned
about the recent stance of RCJ concerning the belief in the inspiration and inerrancy of
the Bible (re: women ordination matter), and with Woody, Kaz and other OPC missionar-
ies plus conservative RCJ pastors, I have tried to influence the RCJ synod repeatedly, at
the occasion of our presbytery’s fraternal message to RCJ synod etc., not to drift away
from the solid faith in the inspiration of the Bible.

For me, the crucial matter is not merely the thing of a single denomination, but a
trend of whole Japanese evangelical churches.  If RCJ remains standing firm enough in
the Bible believing faith, then it will continue to be a strong foundation for more biblically
evangelical movement in Japan as a whole.  You may know well, but the majority of main-
line Japanese denominations are liberals.  An important part of the core theological power
of Japanese evangelicals is the conservative Reformed and Presbyterian denominations:
for example, in Bible translation work, Evangelical Theological Society’s leadership, Evan-
gelical Theological Seminary Association’s leadership etc.  I am convinced of the impor-
tance of RCJ’s theological position.

As a board member of the Japanese Evangelical Theological Society, especially view-
ing recent various theological shake-ups among evangelicals influenced by post-modern
theological trends even in Japan, I more and more see the importance of the solid presence
of conservative reformed position among Japanese evangelicals.

Woody’s position is strategically important and crucial.  He can constantly influence
now the future leaders of RCJ and related denominations at Kobe Reformed Seminary
which has the fame of the center of Japanese conservative doctrine.  He is one of the key
figure to stop RCJ from drifting away to liberal direction which is similar to the CRC.

RCJ still holds membership of the REC, and official relationship with the CRC.
Their stance is not getting deeply into the fellowship of the ICRC.  Many CRC documents
had been translated into Japanese concerning to the doctrine of Scripture, and used for the
preparatory study of RCJ’s declaration of the doctrine of Scripture about two decades ago.
That was a partial reason why our presbytery felt the need to start our own theological
institution, Kobe Theological Hall, ten years ago.  So such gradually drifting away of the
RCJ like the CRC is real.  Woody has been a main figure to resist against it.

I beg your understanding of the importance of Woody’s work.  Please understand the
importance of raising the future Japanese reformed pastors up in solid faith in the Bible.
It is really the key of the powerful evangelism in Japan, too.  This is theologically a “life or
death” matter for the Japanese church.  Please help him to continue in his ministry in
Japan.

I am outside of the OPC, so I am afraid that it might be taken as coming in rudely to
your discussion without considering any other important things like your finance or mis-
sion strategy.  If so I need to beg your special pardon for this cause.

I pray that the 72nd OPCGA will be blessed as you find the Lord’s real will for your
ministry according to the regulation of His revealed will in the Bible.  Let us pray and
work together for establishing the kingship of Christ in His church biblically, even in the
Far Eastern nations of the world.  Thank you again for your dedication to the reformed
mission in Japan.

Sincerely in His service, Shigeru Takiura
Moderator of the Japan Presbytery RPCNA
Representative of Kobe Theological Hall of RPCNA/JP
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Communication 17

The Presbyterian Church in Korea (KOSIN) May 25, 2005

Subject: World Mission Conference of the Presbyterian Church in Korea (KOSIN) for
Celebrating the 50th Anniversary of Its Missionary Enterprise, June 20—23, 2005, Kyung—
Joo, Korea

Dear Sir,

Greetings from the Presbyterian Church in Korea (KOSIN)

On behalf of the Presbyterian Church in Korea (KOSIN), I had the honor of
inviting a representative (a couple: Rev, and Mrs. Theodore Hard who were former OPC
missionaries to Korea and served the Lord with us for more than 30 years) from the
Orthodox Presbyterian Church to participate in the conference as a speaker to deliver
congratulatory address.  Unfortunately, however, Rev, Hard informed us that he is unable
to attend in this conference due to his health problem.

Therefore, may I request you to recommend another representative for the said
purpose.  At the same time, the PCK (KOSIN) plans to have a program to express its
gratitude to the OPC in recognition of the OPC’s outstanding contributions to the Korean
churches, especially during the early days of the PCK (KOSIN).

The PCK (KOSIN) will reimburse an airplane ticket for the round trip from the
United States to Seoul and will cover the domestic expenses for the representative.  Please
inform me of the address (or e—mail address) and telephone number of the representative
whom you recommend.

Sincerely yours,
Rev. Kyu Chan Kang, Chairman
Korea Presbyterian Mission
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APPEALS

Appeal 1

PROVIDENCE OPC, ROYAL OAK, MICHIGAN, APPEAL

Although this communication is being sent after the deadline specified in the Stand-

ing Rules of General Assembly of The Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Chapter V., 12,

Appeals and complaints, together with the basic relevant records and papers,

shall be in the hands of the Stated Clerk, in quadruplicate, six weeks prior to

the assembly.

the session of Providence Orthodox Presbyterian Church respectfully requests that the
72nd General Assembly consider this matter due to the pending judicial case.  This is an
extremely important matter for our congregation and we sincerely appreciate your consid-
eration.

Sincerely,
Michael Roberts
Clerk of Session pro tem,
Providence Orthodox Presbyterian Church

*     *     *     *     *

To the Rev. Donald J. Duff, Stated Clerk of the General Assembly of the Orthodox Presby-
terian Church:

And now, this 23rd day of May A.D. 2005, comes Providence Orthodox Presbyterian
Church, Royal Oak, Michigan; and appeals from the decision of the Presbytery of Michi-
gan and Ontario of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church on the 20th day of May A.D. 2005,
on the enclosed complaint of William Carson against the action of Providence OPC Ses-
sion, in order to bring that complaint to the General Assembly for adjudication.

This appeal is brought pursuant to Book of Discipline, Chapter IX Complaints, 5:

If a complaint against a session has been carried to the presbytery which has

jurisdiction over it, and the presbytery has rendered a decision, either the

complainant or the session may appeal the decision to the general assembly.

The appeal shall carry the complaint against the session to the general assembly

and the general assembly shall adjudicate the case as constituted by that

complaint. Appeal shall be entered at the earliest possible time. Notice of

intention to appeal, and copies of the appeal itself, shall be given to both

lower judicatories, and the clerks of those judicatories shall submit the relevant

papers to the clerk of the general assembly. Reasons may be appended to the

appeal. These reasons may include alleged delinquencies in the presbytery’s

handling of the case and other matters germane to the issues of the case as

constituted by the complaint against the session.
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The session of Providence Orthodox Presbyterian Church believes that the Presbytery of
Michigan and Ontario erred in sustaining the complaint, and offers the following reasons:

1. There is no timeframe specified in the Book of Church Order to process a
request for a letter of transfer.

Form of Government, Chapter XIII The Local Church and Its Session, 9:

The names of members shall be placed upon or removed from the rolls of the

church only by order of the session, and according to the provisions of the Book of

Discipline.

When upon the request of a member the session dismisses him to another

congregation the clerk shall send a letter commending him to its care, and the clerk of

the receiving church shall notify the dismissing church of the date of his reception.

When notification is received the clerk shall remove his name from the roll and record

the fact in the minutes.

Whenever a member desires dismissal to a church of which the session cannot

approve, and he cannot be dissuaded, it shall grant him a certificate of standing, unless

the session institutes disciplinary action against him; upon being informed that he has

joined such a church the clerk shall erase his name from the roll.

Book of Discipline, Chapter II Jurisdiction, B. The Session’s Jurisdiction, 3, a:

The names of members shall be removed from the roll of the church only by order

of the session and according to the following provisions:

a. Members may be removed by a letter of transfer to another congregation approved

by the session.  When upon the request of a member the session dismisses him to another

congregation, the clerk shall send a letter commending him to its care, and the clerk of

the receiving church shall notify the dismissing church of the date of his reception.

When notification is received the clerk shall remove his name from the roll and record

the fact in its minutes.  He shall be considered subject to the jurisdiction of the session

which dismissed him until the time when he actually is received by the body to which he

has been dismissed.

2. The Book of Church Order allows that when a disciplinary action is pending, a
letter of transfer shall only be granted in weighty reasons:

Book of Discipline, Chapter II Jurisdiction, A. General Provisions, 3:

If a person charged with an offense requests that he be dismissed to another body

within the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, the judicatory of jurisdiction shall grant this

request only for reasons which it deems weighty.  If the request is granted, it shall inform

the judicatory to whose care the person is being committed of the charge which has

been brought against him and also of any action which the dismissing judicatory may

have taken with reference to the charge, and the judicatory which receives him shall

conclude the case.

3. Institution of a charge of offense is a process requiring time:

Book of Discipline, Chapter III Steps in the Institution of Judicial Process, 8:

a. A judicatory may contemplate bringing a charge of an offense against a

person subject to its jurisdiction.  If a charge in the form prescribed in this chapter,

Section 3, is presented to the judicatory by the judicatory, it shall conduct a preliminary
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investigation to determine whether judicial process shall be instituted.  A committee

may be appointed for this purpose but its findings shall always be reviewed by the

judicatory.

b. The judicatory, or the committee, shall consider (1) the form of the charge;

(2) the form and relevancy of the specifications; (3) the competency of the witnesses

named in the specifications; (4) the apparent authenticity, admissibility, and relevancy

of any documents, records, and recordings adduced in support of the charge and

specifications; (5) whether the specifications, if true, would support the charge; and (6)

also, whether the charge, if proved true, would constitute an offense serious enough to

warrant a trial. It shall also prepare a statement of the facts of the case, arranged by

date in the form of a chronology.

An offense serious enough to warrant a trial is: (1) an offense in the area of

conduct and practice which seriously disturbs the peace, purity, and/or unity of the

church, or (2) an offense in the area of doctrine for the nonordained member which

would constitute a denial of a credible profession of faith as reflected in his membership

vows, or (3) an offense in the area of doctrine for the ordained officer which would

constitute a violation of the system of doctrine contained in the Holy Scriptures as that

system of doctrine is set forth in our Confession of Faith and Catechisms.

The judicatory, or committee, should it be persuaded that the charge and

specifications, if proved true, would constitute an offense serious enough to warrant a

trial, it shall not dismiss the case on technical grounds, but shall require that the charge

and specifications be put in proper form.

c. When the form of the charge and specifications has been approved by the

judicatory, it shall fix the time, date, and place for the trial of the case and shall cite the

accused to appear at that time.

4. The judicial process had begun prior to Mr. Carson’s request for a letter of
transfer:

a. Mr. Carson requested a letter of transfer on January 4, 2005.
b. The session of Providence Orthodox Presbyterian Church denied Mr.

Carson’s request for a letter of transfer, in writing, on January 18, 2005, on the grounds
that “The Providence Session has observed chargeable offenses in Elder Carson’s behav-
ior and intends to file formal charges in the event that reconciliation with the Session is
not achieved.”

c. In its letter of January 18, 2005, the session of Providence Orthodox
Presbyterian Church also required Mr. Carson to meet with the session in order to “re-
solve matters of offense.”  At this time, session was continuing to proceed with the judi-
cial process in accord with Book of Discipline, Chapter III Steps in the Institution of Judi-

cial Process, 5:

No charge of a personal private offense shall be admitted unless the judicatory

has assured itself that the person bringing the charge has faithfully followed the course

set forth in Matthew 18:15-17; nor shall a charge of a private offense which is not

personal be admitted unless it appears that the plaintiff has first done his utmost privately

to restore the alleged offender.  However, even in the case of public offenses, it is not

wrong to seek reconciliation in terms of Matthew 18:15-17 or Matthew 5:21-27 or

Galatians 6:1.
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d. The session of Providence Orthodox Presbyterian Church also wrote on
January 18, 2005 to the session of Covenant Orthodox Presbyterian Church, London,
Ontario, to which Mr. Carson had requested a transfer, explaining their reason for denying
a letter of transfer “at this time.”

5. Per Book of Discipline, Chapter III Steps in the Institution of Judicial Process,
8.c, charges and specifications have now been approved by the session of Providence
Orthodox Presbyterian Church, a time, date and place for the trial have been fixed, and
Mr. Carson has been cited to appear.

6. By sustaining the complaint, Presbytery has required the session of Providence
Orthodox Presbyterian Church to dismiss Mr. Carson to another jurisdiction, interrupting
an on-going judicial process.

Appellant
Michael Roberts, Clerk of Session pro tem
Providence Orthodox Presbyterian Church
Date: May 23, 2005

*     *     *     *     *

THE CARSON COMPLAINT

The Complaint
To Ronald Mills, Sr., Clerk of Session of Providence OPC (Royal Oak, Michigan) of The
Orthodox Presbyterian Church:

And now, this 26th day of January, A.D. 2005, comes William Carson and complains
against the action of the Providence OPC Session in connection with their denial of my
request for a letter of transfer for myself and my family to Covenant OPC, London, Ontario.
This denial occurred on January 18th, 1005.

In bringing this complaint I affirm that I believe that the session has erred and that
this error is serious; that I have tried to understand the session’s point of view; that I have
seriously examined, in prayer before the Lord, my willingness to be in subjection to my
brothers in Christ; and that I have made a serious effort to correct the error short of enter-
ing a complaint.

In support of this complaint I set forth the following grounds:

1. I notified the Session on November 21st, 2004 of my family’s intention to trans-
fer to another church.  I was asked to document my concerns in writing and told
that resolution of my concerns was necessary before a letter of transfer could be
granted. I submitted a 46 page letter of my concerns on December 14th, to which
the Session responded on January 18th, 2005.

2. At the Session’s request on November 30th I resigned from the Providence Ses-

sion.  My resignation from the Session was not only accepted without prejudice
but had been urged by the Session.  Since the Session insisted on my leaving the
Session because I intended to transfer my membership, my resignation from the
Session should have cleared the way for my transfer.

3. I requested the letter of transfer on January 4th, 2005, according to FOG XIII:9.
4. Because my family is no longer attending Providence and we are not receiving

any pastoral care from the Session, we should be dismissed to a sister OPC
church where we can be cared for.
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5. Because we are members in good standing there is no reason according the
Book of Church Order for denying the request.

[signed] William Carson
William Carson, Complainant
Date: January 26, 2005

*     *     *     *     *

RESPONSE OF THE PROVIDENCE OPC SESSION

Providence OPC, Royal Oak Saturday, April 30, 2005
Appeal to Presbytery of Michigan and Ontario
Appellant: William Carson

Date of Notification of Intent to Appeal: January 31, 2005

Response:
While the session of Providence finds fault with Mr. Carson’s grounds 1, 2, 4 and 5

given in his complaint, the primary rationale for denying Mr. Carson’s complaint is given
in response to ground 5.

Ground 1:

In Mr. Carson’s complaint, ground 1, he states, “I was asked to document my con-
cerns in writing and told that resolution of my concerns was necessary before a letter of
transfer could be granted”.  This confuses two separate requests by the session.  While the
session urged Mr. Carson to document his concerns, at no time was his documenting them
set as a pre-condition for granting his letter of transfer.  The “seeking resolution” state-
ment was made prior to Mr. Carson telling the session he was intending to document his
concerns.  By “seeking resolution” the session intended to understand with Mr. Carson a
course of action for bringing closure to Mr. Carson’s concerns before granting a letter of
transfer.  Also, this exchange took place prior to the November 30th session meeting at
which time the session became more fully aware of offenses and possible sins committed
by Mr. Carson.

Ground 2:

In Mr. Carson’s complaint, ground 2, he states, “Since the Session insisted on my
leaving the Session because I intended to transfer my membership, my resignation from
the Session should have cleared the way for my transfer”.  This is incorrect.  The session
did not insist on his resignation from serving on session.  The session questioned his
ability to serve on the session of a church Mr. Carson was not attending.  Mr. Carson
voluntarily resigned from serving on session.  Also, his resignation was never set as a pre-
condition for granting his letter of transfer.

Ground 4:

In Mr. Carson’s complaint, ground 4, he states, “Because my family is no longer
attending Providence and we are not receiving any pastoral care from the Session, we
should be dismissed to a sister OPC church where we can be cared for”.  Mr. Carson’s
leaving Providence was his decision; it should not be used as grounds for a complaint
against the session.  Also, it should be pointed out that the pursuit of reconciliation and
repentance and even church discipline is giving pastoral care.
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Ground 5:

In Mr. Carson’s complaint, ground 5, he states, “Because we are members in good
standing, there is no reason according to the Book of Church Order for denying the re-
quest.”  As noted above, a member may technically be in good standing while having
charges before the judicatory of jurisdiction.

BOD II:A:3:

“If a person charged with an offense requests that he be dismissed to another body

within the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, the judicatory of jurisdiction shall grant this

request only for reasons which it deems weighty.  If the request is granted, it shall inform

the judicatory to whose care the person is being committed of the charge which has

been brought against him and also of any action which the dismissing judicatory may

have taken with reference to the charge, and the judicatory which receives him shall

conclude the case.”

Mr. Carson has been notified that there are matters of offense and sin related to his
conduct over the past year.  He has also been told that matters are serious enough that the
session believes that they must be resolved prior to dismissal to another body.  Charges
have been brought against Mr. Carson and the session is currently working through its
preliminary investigation.  The session has also sought, through various avenues, to pur-
sue reconciliation and repentance from Mr. Carson.  Mr. Carson has not provided the
session of Providence any exceptional rationale whatsoever for his membership to be trans-
ferred.  Without a reason of sufficient weight, such as relocation, or the matters of offense
are resolved, the session of Providence cannot transfer Mr. Carson’s membership pursuant
to BOD II:A:3.

*     *     *     *     *

APPENDIX: SESSION MINUTES FROM PROVIDENCE OPC
November 16, 2004 Session Meeting (excerpt):

“Elder Roberts initiated a meeting with Elder Carson to determine the reason for
contentiousness he observed in Elder Carson at the October 19th Session meeting.  They
met for dinner on November 2nd.  Elder Roberts briefed the session today by stating that
the concerns relate to the preaching at POPC and POPC’s direction.

Elder Carson briefed the session by saying that his views have not changed “one iota
from 6 to 8 years ago”.  The Session reminded him that he did not make his concerns
known to the Session until the May 25th meeting, at which time he was encouraged to
document them in order to demonstrate the Scriptural basis and his expectation for resolu-
tion.  In addition, he was reminded that at the June 30th meeting he informed the session
that he chose not to document his concerns.  Therefore, at that time, the Session under-
stood that the concerns were not serious enough for critical review and that they were such
that he could live with them or resolve them within himself.

Since his concerns persists – some were raised at the September 14th meeting too –
Elder Carson was again encouraged to document them for critical review by the Session
for their Scriptural basis and resolution.”

November 30, 2004 Session Meeting (excerpt):
“Bill has already said goodbye to the congregation and will not return.  In light of

this, Bill resigned his position as elder on Session at Providence effective at the conclu-
sion of this meeting.  His membership however remains in place.”
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“Minutes were read and approved by all present.”

January 18, 2005 Session Meeting (excerpt):
“The Session prepared a written response to Elder Carson’s December 14, 2004

Letter.  It will be sent via certified mail to his home by Elder Mills.
The Session also prepared a letter to Covenant OPC, London, Ontario, to advise

them that Elder Carson’s request for transfer to Covenant is being denied until his conflict
with Providence has been satisfactorily resolved by the Providence Session.  This letter
will be sent to Covenant via registered mail by Elder Mills on January 19th.

The Providence Session has observed chargeable offenses in Elder Carson’s behav-
ior and intends to file formal charges in the event that reconciliation with the Session is
not achieved.”

January 29, 2005 Correspondence from Providence session to Mr. Carson:
January 29, 2005
Dear Bill,

This is in response to your letter dated 1/26 regarding the response to your docu-
mented concerns, your complaint dated 1/27 and the session’s direction to meet with you
and Liz…
<portion omitted>

Your letter of transfer was denied pursuant to BOD II:A:3.  Therefore, we do not
believe we have erred with regard to our decision.  We also note that there are several
misstatements contained in your letter dated 1/26, as well as your complaint from 1/27.
Our hope is to achieve reconciliation and repentance without moving to discipline.  Ulti-
mately, that will be up to you.

Sincerely,
Michael Roberts, Ruling Elder
Ronald Mills, Clerk of Session
Providence OPC, Royal Oak

February 1, 2005 Session Meeting (excerpt):
“2) Acknowledged receipt of a January 27th email, wherein Elder Carson submitted

a complaint against Providence for denying his request for membership transfer to Cov-
enant OPC, London, Ontario.  Received hard copy on January 31st.  After conferring via
email, the Session sent an email response to Elder Carson on January 29th, concerning his
conditions for meeting and his complaint.  On January 31st, the Session received an email
from Elder Carson in which he refused the Session’s direction to meet.  On February 1st,
the Session received a “Notice of Intention to Appeal” from Elder Carson, but it doesn’t
state the specific action he intends to appeal.

 3) The Session noted that the complaint states that Elder Carson has “made a seri-
ous effort to correct the error short of entering a complaint.”  The Session holds that the
complaint is out of order because: 1) Elder Carson has made no attempt to contact the
Session before entering the complaint, and 2) Elder Carson rejected the Session’s direc-
tion to meet in order to resolve the issues of offense and possible sin he committed.  The
Session does not hold that it is in error or delinquent in that Elder Carson’s request for
membership transfer was denied pursuant to BOD:2A3”
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REPORT OF THE STATED CLERK

SYNOPSIS

I INTRODUCTION

II GENERAL ASSEMBLY DOCKET
A. Appeals

B. Time Schedule

C. Agenda
III AMENDMENTS PROPOSED TO THIS ASSEMBLY

A. Book of Church Order (BCO)
B. Standing Rules (SR)
C. Instruments

IV WORK OF THE STATED CLERK
A. Overview
B. Publications

1. Minutes
2. OPC Directory
3. Book of Church Order (BCO)
4. Certificates for Licensure and Ordination

C. Finances
V RECOMMENDATION

I INTRODUCTION

This is the thirteenth year in which the present Clerk has served in the office of
Stated Clerk of the General Assembly.  He works out of the Orthodox Presbyterian Ad-
ministration Building at 607 N. Easton Road in Willow Grove, Pennsylvania.

II GENERAL ASSEMBLY DOCKET

A. Appeals

The Clerk has received no appeals for the 72nd General Assembly.

B. Time Schedule

The time schedule in the proposed docket is somewhat different than the one
followed in 2004.  Assuming three hours of business on Thursday morning and not count-
ing time assigned to devotions and recesses (four hours), there are thirty-four and three
fourths hours of time for the assembly meeting in full sessions in the proposed docket.
This proposal changes things from the docket in 2004 by allowing the assembly to begin a
half hour latter in the morning and gives more time for lunch and supper.  It also has 45
minutes less in the evening.  Essentially the day would go from 8:30 a.m. until 8:30 p.m.

III AMENDMENTS PROPOSED TO THIS ASSEMBLY
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A. Book of Church Order (BCO)

There were no proposed amendments to the Book of Church Order proposed
by the 71st General Assembly.

B. Standing Rules (SR)

The 71st General Assembly of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church proposes to
the 72nd General Assembly that the Standing Rules of the General Assembly of the Or-
thodox Presbyterian Church be amended at the following places:

1. Amend the first sentence of X.2.b to read (italics indicating added changes
but not to be retained as italics in the SR):

The Committee on Appeals and Complaints shall consist
of three members who are ministers or ruling elders from

different presbyteries, one member in each class.

2. Amend by adding the following sentence (after the first sentence above):

An alternate, minister or ruling elder, shall also be elected
each year from a fourth distinct presbytery.

Grounds:

(1) Currently there is no specific requirement (perhaps an implicit one
resides in FG XII.3) that members of the CAC be ministers or elders or that
they be elected from different presbyteries.  Such requirements are proper to
the duties associated with this committee.

(2) The specification for an alternate with a one year term should be
made clear in our rules.  Current practice appears to be based on a motion of a
prior Assembly (Note: Part of the proposed change appears in the Minutes of
the 61st GA, p. 29, ß 103,104 but is not in the posted rules; cf. 62nd GA, p. 8,9,
ß22,23.  Further note the possible ambiguity in the term of the alternate who
has been elected each year).

C. Instruments

There are no proposed amendments to the Instruments to be considered.

IV WORK OF THE STATED CLERK

A. Overview

The Clerk has endeavored to keep up with the correspondence this past year.
Letters were written soon after the General Assembly in connection with the work and
actions of the Assembly.  The editing and publication of the Minutes and the Directory,

along with the preparation of the Agenda, require a great deal of time.
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The Clerk receives requests from all over the country and the world for infor-
mation about the Orthodox Presbyterian Church.  There are those, both within the church
and outside, who request information about various study papers which are found in the
Minutes of the general assemblies.  It has helped to have many of these reports on the
website, but there are still reports that must be looked up and copied for those who ask for
them.  Increasingly there are more reports on the website.

For eight years ago there has been an OPC web page (http://www.opc.org).
There is more reported on this matter in the report of the Committee on Christian Educa-
tion.  The Clerk has had very little to do during the year with regard to the web page.  The
Clerk has spent some time supplying updates to the Orthodox Presbyterian Church Direc-

tory.  The Clerk does do a lot of his work using e-mail.  Every day questions are asked of
the Clerk through e-mail, or he in turn uses e-mail to ask others questions.  Several reports
for the General Assembly have been received by e-mail, and a lot of the notification con-
cerning commissioners and data for the Assembly has been received through this means.

One thing that the Clerk has done from time to time is send out notices by e-
mail of what seems to him to be significant matters of interest or concern to people in the
church.  The Website Subcommittee of the Committee on Christian Education has asked
the Clerk to use his judgment concerning what is to be sent out.  This task is not in the job
description of the Stated Clerk and there are no particular guidelines to be followed.  The
Clerk tries to be careful not to send a lot of things and to be very careful that what is sent
is significant.  It must be kept in mind that the Clerk only hears of many events in a round
about way and, if someone thinks a matter should have gone out, it may well be that the
Clerk was unaware of it.

In working out of the office in Willow Grove, the Clerk seeks to serve the
committees of the church, such as the Committee on Ecumenicity and Interchurch Rela-
tions or the Committee on Appeals and Complaints, in the flow of information and in
support of their work.

The Clerk is very appreciative of the many busy men (pastors, stated clerks of
sessions or presbyteries, general secretaries, writers of reports, the Historian, and the Stat-
istician) who give of their time and effort to make the Clerk’s job possible.  The Clerk also
must acknowledge the helpful support of the staff in the office in Willow Grove.  Several
people have provided very helpful volunteer labor such as Mr. and Mrs. Robert Meeker
and Miss Martha Kopecky in helping to mail the Minutes and Miss Grace Mullen in help-
ing to send out the Directories.

The Clerk is responsible ultimately to the General Assembly for his work, but
he recognizes that the Trustees of The Orthodox Presbyterian Church are charged by the
Standing Rules with the task of reviewing his performance as the Stated Clerk.  The Clerk
has submitted reports on his labors and a job description to the Trustees of the General
Assembly.  He has attended the meeting of the Trustees to report in person.  The Clerk will
make his report to the Trustees available to the advisory committee which considers this
report.  One of the things that was discussed with the Trustees and was new in the budget
for the GAOF for 2002 is increased funding for secretarial work for the Stated Clerk.  The
70th General Assembly passed the following: “That the 70th General Assembly encour-
age the Trustees and the Stated Clerk to employ secretarial help as budgeted in order to
ease the clerical burdens of the Clerk’s office.”  (Minutes p. 11 ß32)  The Clerk has used
Mrs. Margaret Duff and Mrs. Patricia Clawson in formatting the Minutes for publication.
Mr. Timothy Black helped in working on the Directory.

B. Publications
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1. Minutes

a. The Minutes of the 71st General Assembly were 493 pages compared
to 485 pages for the Minutes of the previous year.  In fact they were the second longest of
any of the Minutes.  The Minutes were delivered on November 5, 2004.

b. Cost:  The printing of 750 copies of the Minutes cost $8,632.  One
needs to realize that there is a good deal more expense in editing, copying, and postage.
The 62nd General Assembly set the policy that the Stated Clerk has been following for the
distribution of the Minutes, namely, that the Minutes are sent to all ministers and sessions
of the church with a request to contribute $15 per copy to cover the cost of printing.  The

Minutes were sent out as directed.  Many sent in a contribution of $15, which has been a

big help.  Contributions and sale of the Minutes amounted to $4,965 in 2004.  The Minutes

are mailed to churches with which the Orthodox Presbyterian Church has ecclesiastical
relations and are sold to some twenty libraries that have requested them.

2. OPC Directory

a. The 2005 OPC Directory was printed in a 6-inch by 9-inch booklet
form with double columns.  It was sent in final form to the printer on January 25, 2005,
and 9500 copies were received on, February 10, 2005.  They were distributed to the churches.
The cost of printing them was $4890.  The Stated Clerk solicited advertising for the 2005

OPC Directory in the amount of $5,650.
b. PLEASE NOTE:  It is imperative that, when there are changes to be

made to the Directory, those changes be sent to the Stated Clerk.  The Clerk collects
changes throughout the year and often gets them only because he has heard of a possible
change by word of mouth.

3. Book of Church Order (BCO)

A new edition of the Book of Church Order is being prepared with all the
amendments that took place in accordance with FG XXXII: 2 on January 1, 2005.  The
book is to be published in hardback and includes an index.  The Committee on Christian
Education has taken on the task of publishing the book, which is a great help to the Clerk’s
office.  The BCO can be ordered through the Committee on Christian Education or through
Great Commission Publications.  Do note that the BCO can also be found on the OPC web
page (see above).

4. Certificates for licensure and ordination are available to stated clerks of
the presbyteries for their use.

C. Finances

1. The Clerk has sent out notices to all the churches concerning the amount
requested from each church for the General Assembly Operation Fund.  A letter was sent
to all the sessions on June 17, 2004, concerning the actions of the General Assembly,
including the request for funds for the General Assembly Operation Fund.  Along with
that letter, forms were sent to help in determining what each church should contribute to
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the General Assembly Operation Fund.  The churches supported the fund very well.  (See
the Report of the Trustees.)

2. The Clerk prepared vouchers in 2004 for expenses charged to the General
Assembly Operation Fund.

3. 2006 GAOF Budget: Under the provisions of the Standing Rules, the Clerk
has met with the Trustees of the General Assembly and has prepared with them a proposed
budget for the General Assembly Operation Fund for 2006.  This proposed budget is to be
found in the Report of the Trustees.

4. Expenses for the General Assembly Operation Fund in 2004 were
$31,041.21 less than had been budgeted for 2004.  Expenses in 2004 exceeded receipts by
$6,777.01  (Please note:  For 2004 the General Assembly asked for $14 per communicant
member and the budget had a built in deficit of $35,461.  There remained $189,880.74 in
the General Assembly Operation Fund at the end of 2004)

V RECOMMENDATION

1. That the proposed amendments to the Standing Rules of the General Assembly

be adopted.  (See III.B. above.)

Respectfully submitted,
Donald J. Duff
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REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES

SYNOPSIS
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status.

3. Congregations must not use the OPC’s EIN for payroll purposes.
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VI REPRESENTATIVE TO THE 72ND GA.
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1. Clerks salary.
2. Proposed 2006 Budget.

IX ESTIMATED EXPENSE FOR 2006.

I MEETING

The Trustees of The Orthodox Presbyterian Church met for the regular annual meet-
ing on March 15, 2005.  The elected officers of the Trustees are: Martin L. Dawson, Sr.,
President; Richard A. Barker, Vice-president; Samuel H. Bacon, Secretary; Bruce A. Stahl,
Treasurer.

II INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE

A. The Employer Identification Number (EIN) of The Orthodox Presbyterian
Church is 23-7001990.  This number is to be used only by the Trustees for matters re-
lated to the denomination and the tax-exempt status of the corporation.

B. It should be remembered that:

1. The Orthodox Presbyterian Church and its member churches are certified
by the Internal Revenue Service as exempt from filing Federal income tax returns under
Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.  The Internal Revenue Service assigned
The Orthodox Presbyterian Church the EIN 23-7001990 for this purpose.  Donors may
deduct, on their federal income tax returns, contributions to the denomination and/or mem-
ber churches under Section 170 of the Internal Revenue Code.  This certification of ex-
empt status is also useful to any member church in obtaining permission to mail through
the U. S. Postal Service at special third-class rates.  A certificate of a church’s membership
in the denomination and/or a copy of the IRS certification letter may be obtained from the
Secretary of the Trustees of The Orthodox Presbyterian Church.
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2. The tax-exempt status detailed above has no relationship with exemption
from state sales taxes.  Each state that has a sales tax has its own rules for making tax-
exempt purchases for the church’s use.  For these details contact the Department of Rev-
enue of the state in which the church is located.

3. Under no circumstances may any congregation or agency of The Or-

thodox Presbyterian Church use the reference number stated in Sections “A” and

“B-1” above as its EIN or Tax Identification Number (TIN) in its dealings with the

Internal Revenue Service with regard to payrolls, social security taxes, withheld Fed-

eral income taxes, etc.  This reference number is exclusively for the Trustees of The
Orthodox Presbyterian Church for the purposes stated in Sections “A” and “B-1” above.
If advice to the contrary is received, please do nothing before contacting the Secretary of
the Trustees.

III EIN/TIN NUMBERS FOR CONGREGATIONS

To receive an EIN for a congregation, call 1-800-TAX-FORMS (829-3676) and re-
quest Form SS-4, Application for Employer Identification Number.  You may also apply
for one online at www.irs.gov under “Small Business/Self-employed.”  After applying, the
IRS will notify you of the number assigned.  The Trustees urge each congregation and
mission work of the denomination to apply for an EIN.

IV LEGAL CONSULTANT

The Trustees have asked Mr. Timothy Ferguson, an attorney, to be a legal consultant
to ministers, churches, presbyteries and committees in the event of a lawsuit filed against
them.  Mr. Ferguson has agreed to provide such consultation without requiring a retainer.
Mr. Ferguson is a deacon of Immanuel Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Bellmawr, NJ.  He
is licensed to practice law in several states including New Jersey and Pennsylvania.  He
will provide his services at a rate of $150 an hour.  He has experience in civil, criminal,
corporate and family law.  He has provided legal advise to ministers and sessions in regard
to church discipline cases, and has represented the Presbytery of New Jersey’s Boardwalk
Chapel in matters with the State of New Jersey and the City of Wildwood as well as
corporate matters.  Mr. Ferguson can provide representation or legal advice.  He will also
provide referrals for other attorneys in matters outside his expertise or outside the states in
which he is licensed to practice.

V STATED CLERK

The Stated Clerk of the General Assembly, the Rev. Donald J. Duff, submitted his
report to the Trustees per the Job Description and Form for Performance Evaluation previ-
ously adopted.  Mr. Duff was evaluated on the basis of these documents and the evaluation
was deemed to be “superior in meeting challenges of increasing complexity.”

VI TRUSTEES’ REPRESENTATIVE TO THE 72nd GENERAL ASSEMBLY
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Trustee Barker was delegated to present the Trustees’ Report to the 72nd General
Assembly.

VII ELECTIONS

The present Trustees are:

Class of 2007:

Martin L. Dawson, Sr. and Edward K. Tress

Class of 2006:

Samuel H. Bacon and Richard A. Barker

Class of 2005:

Stephen L. Phillips and Bruce A. Stahl

The terms of the following trustees expire at this assembly: Class of 2005: Stephen
L. Phillips (minister) and Bruce A. Stahl (elder).  One minister and one ruling elder or
deacon are to be elected to the class of 2008.

VIII RECOMMENDATIONS

1. In regard to the Clerk of the General Assembly, the following listed remunera-
tion package for the Stated Clerk of the General Assembly for 2006 be adopted:

Salary $35,325
Housing Allowance 29,202
FICA Reimbursement (1/2) 4,936
Pension (6% of salary and housing

 plus $1030.  See note below) 4,902
Disability Insurance 900 (est.)
Worker’s Compensation Insurance         300 (est.)
Total $ 75,565

Including four weeks of paid vacation.

Note: Since the Clerk is covered by his spouse’s medical insurance he decided
to drop the OPC plan.  An additional $1,030 was added to the pension since there is no
expense for health insurance.

2. The Trustees in accordance with the Standing Rules XI:2.e (“propose to the
General Assembly a budget for the General Assembly Operation Fund, and suggest a per
capita contribution for payment of the assembly expenses”) propose the following budget
for the General Assembly Operation Fund for 2006 and request the churches of the de-
nomination to contribute $14 per communicant member to the General Assembly Opera-
tion Fund in 2006:
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PROPOSED BUDGET FOR GAOF FOR 2006

2004 2004 2005 2006 2006

BUDGET ACTUAL BUDGET  Requested BUDGET

GAOF request per comm. $14.00 $14.00 $14.00

BEGINNING BALANCE 196,658 196,658 189,881 137,305 137,305

RECEIPTS

Contributions 170,000 161,421 155,000 162,000

Directory Ads 3,500 5,650 4,000 5,600

Sale of Minutes 2,000 4,965 2,000 3,000

Interest 1,500 1,814 1,000 1,500

Misc. 793

TOTAL RECEIPTS 177,000 174,643 162,000 172,100

EXPENSES

1. Honoraria

Stated Clerk 61,418 61,418 62,953 64,527 64,527

Pension, etc. 10,313 10,563 10,523 11,038 11,038

Assistant Clerk 1,500 1,500 1,500 1,500 1,500

Statistician 1,500 1,500 2,000 2,000 2,000

Historian 6,000 5,880 6,200 6,400 6,400

Book Manager 1,980 2,100 0

Total Honoraria 82,711 80,861 85,276 85,465 85,465

2. Staff/Office

Secretary 18,700 4,151 18,700 18,000 18,000

Total Staff/Office 18,700 4,151 18,700 18,000 18,000

3. Office

Rent 8,250 8,250 8,250 8,250 8,250

Directory 8,000 6,394 8,000 8,000 8,000

Equip/Post/Supplies 7,000 3,463 7,000 7,000 7,000

Total office 23,250 18,107 23,250 23,250 23,250

4. Insurance 5,000 5,398 5,500 5,500 5,500

5. General Assembly

Minutes print /Distrib. 10,500 11,946 10,500 12,000 12,000

Agenda print/Distrib. 2,600 2,546 3,500 3,000 3,000

Committee Arrangement 2,000 3,245 2,500 2,500 2,500

Fraternal Delegates 5,500 2,396 5,500 5,500 5,500

Total GA 20,600 20,133 22,000 23,000 23,000
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2004 2004 2005 2006 2006

BUDGET ACTUAL BUDGET  Requested BUDGET

6. Assessments

NAPARC 500 500 500 500 500

ICRC 2,500 2,284 2,500 2,500 2,500

Joint Chaplains Commission 5,000 5,750 7,000 7,300 7,300

Total assessments 8,000 8,534 10,000 10,300 10,300

7. Committee Expenses

Appeals and Complaints 2,000 0 2,000 2,000 2,000

Chaplains 5,000 1,741 5,000 5,000 5,000

Committee for Historian 12,000 6,047 10,750 14,250 14,250

CEIR 22,600 24,087 23,000 24,000 24,000

Revision DPW 1,500 2,272 3,000 1,500 1,500

Trustees of The OPC 100 0 100 100 100

C. on Views of Creation 5,000 5,888

C. for Financial Review 1,276 3,000 3,000 3,000

C. on Doc. Of Justification 2,926 3,000 5,000 5,000

Total Committee 48,200 44,237 49,850 54,850 54,850

TOTAL EXPENSES 206,461 181,421 214,576 220,365 220,365

Receipts minus Expenses (29,461) (6,778) (52,576) (48,265)

ENDING BALANCE 167,197 189,880 137,305 89,040

IX ESTIMATED EXPENSE

The Trustees estimate their costs for the next year to be $100.

Respectfully Submitted,

Martin L. Dawson, Sr.
President
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REPORT OF THE STATISTICIAN

This report provides a summary of statistics for the Orthodox Presbyterian Church
for the year 2004.  The Yearbook contains a tabulated summary of statistics for the whole
church, the regional churches, and local congregations, the statistical reports of the
presbyteries, and a recapitulation of membership totals since 1938.

I SUMMARY

During the year 2004 the number of local churches in the OPC grew by eleven to
252, and the number of unorganized mission works decreased by two to 60.  Thus, the
total number of congregations reached 312 at the end of the year, compared to 303 the
previous year.  Total membership reached 28,146 by the end of 2004 with an increase of
377 members (1.36 percent) for the year.  This membership growth compares to the fol-
lowing adjusted growth rates of recent years: 3.04 percent (2003), 2.43 percent (2002),
0.99 percent (2001), and 3.43 percent (2000).  Morning worship attendance in 2004 de-
clined by 445 persons (-1.9 percent) to 22,956 as measured in November.  Sunday school
attendance declined by 400 persons (-3.1 percent) to 12,705 in November.  In the area of
giving, total offerings were $38.7 million, an increase of 5.5 percent over 2003.  Giving
increased in every area: general offerings by 5.3 percent, benevolence giving by 4.0 per-
cent, contributions for capital improvements by 14.5 percent, and average giving per com-
municant member by 4.1 percent.  Overall, 2004 was a year of mixed results statistically,
with added congregations despite some losses, and moderate increases in giving, yet with
little change in membership and declines in morning worship and Sunday school atten-
dance.  Trends are difficult to spot with certainty, but it is clear that the growth trend of the
late 90’s has not yet returned.

II CHURCHES AND MISSION WORKS

The total number of local churches at the end of 2004 stood at 252, representing a
net increase of eleven churches during the year.  Ten mission works and one daughter
congregation were organized as new and separate churches, and two congregations were
received into the OPC as organized churches, while one church was dissolved and one
church withdrew from the OPC.  The total number of unorganized mission works de-
creased by 2 to 60, with ten new ones started, less ten that were organized as churches and
two that were terminated.  The changes that occurred are listed below with their respective
regional churches.

Church Additions (13) Regional Church

Organized as new and separate churches from mission works
Cornerstone, Germantown, Md. Mid-Atlantic
Jaffrey OPC, Jaffrey, N.H. NY & New England
Covenant, Monterey Bay, Cal. No. California
Grace, Mt. Vernon, Wash. Northwest
Immanuel, Oakdale, Pa. Ohio
Reformation, Oviedo, Fla. South
Providence, Greensboro, N.C. Southeast
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Geneva, Marietta, Ga. Southeast
Covenant Reformed, Mt. Airy, N.C. Southeast
Faith, Garland, Tex. Southwest

Organized as a new and separate church from an OP congregation
New Life, Canton, N.Y. NY & New England

Received into the OPC
Christ Covenant, Sheridan, Ind., from independency Ohio
Susquehanna Bible Fell., Wilkes-Barre, Pa., from indep. Philadelphia

Church Reductions (2)

Dissolved
Puritan, Odenton, Md. Mid-Atlantic

Withdrew from the OPC
Grace, Hanover, Pa. Philadelphia

Mission Work Additions (10)

Started or received into the OPC as mission works
Christ, Logan, Utah Dakotas
Christ Covenant Reformed, Jessup, Md. Mid-Atlantic
Church of the Lakes, Breezy Point, Minn. Midwest
Penobscot Bay, Bucksport, Me. NY & New England
Pleasant Mountain, Denmark, Me. NY & New England
Reformation, Olympia, Wash. Northwest
Redeemer, Carlisle, Pa. Philadelphia
Gereja Protestant Indonesian Jemaat Immanuel, Phila., Pa. Philadelphia
Providence, Bradenton, Fla. South
Providence, Aiken, S.C. Southeast

Mission Work Reductions (12)

Organized as new and separate churches
Cornerstone, Germantown, Md. Mid-Atlantic
Jaffrey OPC, Jaffrey, N.H. NY & New England
Covenant, Monterey Bay (formerly Salinas), Cal. No. California
Grace, Mt. Vernon, Wash. Northwest
Immanuel, Oakdale (formerly Moon Township), Pa. Ohio
Reformation, Oviedo, Fla. South
Providence, Greensboro, N.C. Southeast
Geneva, Marietta, Ga. Southeast
Covenant Reformed, Mt. Airy, N.C. Southeast
Faith, Garland (formerly OPC of Dallas NE), Tex. Southwest

Terminated
Westminster, Ocean City, N.J. New Jersey
Living Word Community, Pottstown, Pa. Philadelphia

It should be noted that although New Life, La Mesa, Cal. voted in September 2004
to leave the OPC, the church was not received into the PCA until late January 2005.
Technically, the members of New Life and their pastor remained on the rolls of the OPC at
the end of 2004, and are reported so in the Yearbook statistics.  No further data were
available, so membership changes, attendance, and giving statistics for New Life are not
included in this report.
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III MEMBERSHIP AND ATTENDANCE

The total membership of 28,146 persons at year’s end consisted of 440 ministers,
19,993 communicant members, and 7,713 baptized children (non-communicants).  This
represents an increase of 377 persons (1.36 percent) from 2003’s adjusted total of 27,769
members.  This membership increase is comprised of the gain of 3 ministers and 425
communicant members, and the reduction of 51 baptized children.  Communicant mem-
bership growth included 666 professions of faith and 787 re-affirmations of faith.  Offset-
ting these gains were losses from deaths (159), net transfers (210), and discipline & era-
sures (659).  The reduction in non-communicants (baptized children) came as the result of

additions by 519 baptisms and 481 children received with parents, and of reductions by
professions of faith (274), deaths (3), children dismissed with parents (493), and erasures
(281).

Attendance at morning worship in November 2004 averaged 22,956, which is 81.6
percent of total membership.  This is a decrease of 445 persons (-1.9 percent) from a year
earlier, two-thirds of which may be attributed to the departure of New Life, La Mesa, Cal.
Sunday school attendance in November 2004 averaged 12,705, which is 45.1 percent of
total membership.  This is 400 persons (-3.1 percent) less than in 2003, also due in part to
the loss of one large church.  The chart above provides some perspective on these atten-
dance figures by comparing them as a percentage of  total membership since 1981 for
Sunday school, and since 1988 when figures were first collected for morning worship.
The recent decline in both morning worship and Sunday school attendance, as a percent-
age of total membership, is now in its third year.  Historically, the chart shows that per-
centages this low have not been seen since the late 1980’s, and they bear close attention in
years to come.
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IV CONTRIBUTIONS

Total giving in 2004 increased by 5.5 percent from the previous year to a total of
$38,660,300.  Average giving per communicant member (per capita giving) increased 4.1
percent to $1,934.  The $38.7 million contributed to support all aspects of the ministry of
the OPC in 2004 is divided into three categories for the statistical report.  General offer-
ings for local church expenses grew by 5.3 percent to $30,934,600 or 80.0 percent of
giving.  Benevolence offerings (for missions, outreach, and diaconal ministry) increased
by 4.0 percent to $5,899,500 representing 15.3 percent of total contributions.  Offerings
designated or used for capital improvements totaled $1,826,200, or 4.7 percent of total
giving.  Finally, bequests totaled $1,243,100.

V ORDAINED OFFICERS

There were 440 ministers in the OPC at the end of 2004, representing a net increase
of three ministers on the rolls of OPC presbyteries.  Thirteen men were ordained as minis-
ters and eight other ministers were received into the OPC, while six ministers died and
twelve others were removed from the rolls of presbyteries for reasons summarized below.
Dates and details are reported in the Yearbook.

Ministers Added to the Roll (21) Presbytery

Ordained
Paul H. Anderson N.Y. & New England
J. Michael Arnaud Central U.S.
John W. Belden Southeast
Daniel P. Clifford Mid-Atlantic
Stephen J. Dufresne Mid-Atlantic
Michael G. Fettes N.Y. & New England
Alan M. Flowers Mich. & Ontario
Zachary R. Keele So. California
Michael A. McCabe Mid-Atlantic
Christian McShaffrey Midwest
Jesse A. J. Pirschel So. California
Robert E. Tarullo Conn. & So. N.Y.
Bennett B. Wethered Mid-Atlantic

Received into the OPC
Jorge Luiz Barros, from the regional church Mich. & Ontario
Matthew D. Baugh, from PCA South
Edward D. Guyer, from independency Philadelphia
Peter J. A. Moelker, from Regional Church of Mich. & Ont. N.Y. & New England
Michael D. Pasarilla, from Covenant Ref’d Presby. Church So. California
Scott L. Seder, from the regional church Dakotas
Jeremy J. Tuinstra, from the Orthodox Christian Ref. Ch. Mid-Atlantic
Todd Wagenmaker, from Classis Chicago South (CRC) Midwest

Ministers Removed from the Roll (18)

Deceased
H. Wilson Albright No. California
Henry H. Fikkert Midwest
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Dwight H. Poundstone So. California

Cromwell G. Roskamp Southeast
George Y. Uomoto Northwest
Laurence H. Withington Southeast

Dismissed from the OPC
William B. Barcley, to PCA South
Glenn P. Evans, to PCA Philadelphia
G. W. Fisher, Sr., to BPC Southeast
Jack D. Kinneer, to PCA Ohio
Brian S. Lee, to PCA N.Y. & New England

Demitted
H. Jeffrey Lawson Ohio
Michael A. Obel Philadelphia

Deposed
Hailu Mekonnen Mid-Atlantic

Erased
George W. Bancroft, renounced jurisdiction of OPC New Jersey
William P. Holiday, renounced jurisdiction of OPC South
C. Lee Irons, renounced jurisdiction of OPC So. California
Jeffrey A. Sheely, renounced jurisdiction of OPC Philadelphia

In addition to these changes, six ministers transferred between OPC presbyteries in
2004.

Minister From To

Chad E. Bond Philadelphia Southwest
David E. Chilton N.Y. & New England South
L. Anthony Curto So. California Southeast
Roger L. Gibbons Southwest Midwest
Calvin R. Malcor No. California Northwest
Benjamin J. Snodgrass Philadelphia Midwest

The number of ruling elders in the church declined by 3 to 1022, with 760 (74
percent) currently serving on sessions.  The total number of deacons declined by 8 to 759,
with 558 (74 percent) actively serving.  In all, with ministers included, there are 2,221
ordained officers in the church.

VI IN CLOSING

Because of the LORD’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never

fail.  They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.  Lamentations 3:22, 23

Respectfully submitted,
Luke E. Brown, Statistician
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

SYNOPSIS
I. INTRODUCTION
II. PROFILE OF THE CCE

A. Structure
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C. Staff
D. General Secretary
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3. Editorial Leadership
4. Circulation
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2. 2005 Publications
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4. Publications
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F. Ministerial Training Institute of the OPC
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3. Oversight
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5. Intensive Training
6. Program of Instruction
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3. Year-Long Internships 2004-2005
4. Intern Statistics
5. Guidelines for Seeking an Intern
6. Readiness for Ministry Seminars
7. Mentoring Conference
8. Future
9. Thanksgiving

I. Candidates and Credentials Conference
J. Seminary visitation

1. Program
2. Visits

IV. PROPOSED BUDGET 2005
V. ELECTIONS

A. CCE
B. SMT
C. Procedure to Elect the Class of 2008

I. INTRODUCTION

The Committee on Christian Education (CCE), together with the Committees on
Home Missions and Church Extension and Foreign Missions in the Orthodox Presbyte-
rian Church (OPC), seeks to obey Jesus’ Great Commission: “Go therefore and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you” (Matt. 28:19-20).
The CCE provides resources and training for teaching about the only name by which men
may be saved.  In keeping with these ends, the stated objectives of the CCE are to encour-
age, equip, and assist:

1. The members of the OPC to grow in grace and in the knowledge of our
Lord Jesus Christ—as individuals, as families, and as congregations.

2. The ministers and prospective ministers of the gospel for faithful and ef-
fective ministry.

3. The officers and prospective officers of the church for the faithful and
effective discharge of their responsibilities.

4. The OPC to reach out to unbelievers with sound, biblically Reformed evan-
gelism.

5. The OPC to serve uninstructed and misinformed believers in the church
catholic.

II. PROFILE OF THE CCE

A. Structure
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The CCE is divided into two subcommittees, the Subcommittee on Ministerial
Training (SMT) and the Subcommittee on Resources for the Churches (SRC).  The former,
composed of six members, is elected by the General Assembly; the latter is composed of
the other members of the CCE.  Although the membership of the SMT and the SRC is
mutually exclusive, members of the Great Commission Publications (GCP) Board of Trust-
ees and the Finance Subcommittee are drawn from the entire CCE.

B. Officers

ß President—Mr. James S. Gidley
ß Vice-President—The Rev. Alan D. Strange
ß Secretary—Mr. Paul S. MacDonald
ß Treasurer—Mr. David Winslow, Jr.

C. Staff

ß General Secretary—The Rev. Danny E. Olinger
ß Publications Coordinator

and Managing Editor of New Horizons—Mr. James W. Scott
ß Office Secretary—Mrs. Jack (Vickie) Swann [Mrs. Douglas (Patricia)

Clawson as of April 5, 2005]
ß Website Manager—The Rev. Stephen A. Pribble
ß Website Design and Technical Associate—The Rev. Barry A. Traver

ß Editor of Ordained Servant—The Rev. G. I. Williamson
ß Administrator of the Ministerial Training Institute of the OPC

(MTIOPC)—Mr. James H. Thomas, Jr.

D. General Secretary

The Rev. Danny E. Olinger serves as General Secretary of the CCE and as ex-

officio member of all subcommittees.  Mr. Olinger’s duties as General Secretary include
the following:

1. General Administration of the work of the CCE.

2. Editing New Horizons.
3. Directing the Intern Program
4. Serving as an ex-officio member of the Board of Trustees of GCP.
5. Representing the work of the CCE to the congregations and presbyteries

of the OPC.
6. Serving as Director of MTIOPC.
7. Supervising CCE special projects (Book of Church Order, Confession of

Faith and Catechisms) and publications other than Ordained Servant.

III. RESOURCES AND MINISTRIES

A. New Horizons

The General Assembly of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church has entrusted New

Horizons to the Committee on Christian Education for the purpose of informing OPC
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members and others about OPC ministries, and of instructing and propagating central
matters which reflect the position of the OPC standards concerning Christian faith and
life.  The General Secretary of the CCE, Mr. Olinger, serves as editor.  Mr. James Scott
serves as managing editor.  Mrs. Robert (Ali) Knudsen is the proofreader and Mr. Chris-
topher Tobias is the cover designer.  The SRC of the CCE serves as the editorial board.

1. Anniversary

The January 2005 issue marked both the twenty-fifth anniversary of New

Horizons and the introduction of stylistic changes.  The cover design, inside content page,
font, graphics, and paper stock were all changed for the first time in 13 years.  Color was
increased from four pages to eight pages.  These changes were made with the assistance of
Mr. Tobias, a member of Providence OPC, Royal Oak, Michigan.

2. Harmony Press

Since New Horizons’ inception, Harmony Press has been a silent, but im-
portant partner in the publication of New Horizons.  The CCE is happy to continue this
relationship with Harmony Press under the leadership of Fred and Steve Grotenhuis.  From
its beginning with OP pastor Lewis Grotenhuis (Fred and Steve’s father) Harmony Press
has served the OPC faithfully in the production of OPC educational materials.

3. Editorial Leadership

As editor, Mr. Olinger has stated in the pages of the January 2005 issue of
New Horizons, “I am guided by what appeared in the independent magazine that preceded
New Horizons, The Presbyterian Guardian.  The Presbyterian Guardian was known for
its defense of historic Christianity, but this defense was never presented in a vacuum.
Rather, in the pages of the Presbyterian Guardian, one could see doctrine and life to-
gether.  I keep this pattern in mind as I edit New Horizons.  I want the magazine to instruct
and inform, educate and promote, defend and advance.”  In that same issue, Mr. Olinger
also stated, “The pages of New Horizons during the past twenty-five years have given
evidence of a love for Jesus Christ and that particular expression of the Savior’s church
that is the OPC.  Please pray that, by God’s grace, New Horizons will continue to do that.”

4. Circulation

The current circulation of New Horizons is approximately 14,000.  The
magazine is produced monthly, except for an August/September double issue, and is sent
free of charge to OPC members and friends.  The CCE is dependent on clerks of sessions
or pastors in order to keep the mailing list current.  Changes to the mailing list of New

Horizons can be sent to Mrs. Clawson, office secretary of the CCE.

B. Internet Ministries

1. OPC.ORG

The CCE maintains internet ministries through the OPC.ORG website.
This website provides opportunities for ministry to church members, to ministers, to church
officers, to the church catholic, and to the unbelieving world.  Mr. Stephen A. Pribble
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serves as website manager and Mr. Barry A. Traver serves as website design and technical
associate.

OPC.ORG provides a wide variety of information about the OPC and its
ministries as well as a direct witness to the gospel.  Among the most popular features is a
directory of all OPC congregations.  It includes maps for visitors and links to each
congregation’s own websites.  Another popular feature is “Questions and Answers.”  It
provides the opportunity for individuals to send in doctrinal questions which are answered
by OPC ministers.  The answers to these questions are edited and posted on the website;
anonymity is carefully preserved.  A Trinity Hymnal concordance is available to search for
words or phrases in the 730 hymns and metrical Psalms of the original Trinity Hymnal.
When a browser displays the text of a hymn, a MIDI file plays the hymn tune.  Promi-
nently displayed right on the OPC.ORG home page is a link to a fully searchable Bible in
multiple English versions as well as foreign languages.  OPC.ORG also posts the latest
articles from New Horizons, the entirety of Ordained Servant, and important General
Assembly papers and decisions.  OPC.ORG has a summary of OPC ministries at home
and abroad, including Home Missions, Foreign Missions, Inter-Church Relations, Chris-
tian Education, Chaplains, and Pensions.  The OPC Book of Church Order and the
Westminster Confession and Catechisms are also available at OPC.ORG.

The subcommittee on Internet Ministries, which oversees OPC.ORG, plans
to change the look of OPC.ORG without changing the basic commitment to providing
quick accessibility to information.

2. OPC.ORG Statistics

The following statistical information indicates the encouraging growth of
OPC.ORG during the past five years.

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Average successful requests per day 2,911 3,568 6,221 9,027 11,949

Average successful requests for pages per day 2,096 2,569 3,925 4,958 7,502

Distinct hosts served 2,001 3,417 4,665 6,554 8,323

Average megabytes transferred per day 48 81 101 132 190

Files requested per week 1,190 1,896 2,629 2,946 3,210

The most recent server statistics report visitors from 136 countries.  The
most accessed areas of the website, in order of popularity, are:

1. Directory of local congregations
2. Questions and Answers
3. Trinity Hymnal Concordance
4. Westminster Confession of Faith

5. What is the OPC?

6. Westminster Larger Catechism

7. Ordained Servant

8. What is the Reformed Faith?

9. Our ministries home and abroad
10. Westminster Shorter Catechism with proof texts
11. This Week in (Orthodox) Presbyterian History
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12. Book of Church Order

13. Fully searchable Bible
14. New Horizons feature articles
15. General Assembly papers

C. Ordained Servant

1. History and Purpose

In September 1989, the CCE appointed a special subcommittee with the
title and task of “Equipping Ordained Officers.”  Heeding the recommendation of this
subcommittee, the CCE established a denominational journal, Ordained Servant, to pro-
vide materials to help in the training and effective functioning of ministers, elders and
deacons in the church.  The intention of the journal is to point the way to more effective
leadership in the church by its officers.  The Rev. G.I. Williamson was appointed as editor
and the first issue appeared in January, 1992.  Mr. Williamson remains the editor.  An
Ordained Servant Archive: 1992-2003, is available from the CCE on CD-ROM.

2. Changes

At its October 2004 meeting, the CCE determined to move from a quar-
terly publishing schedule (January, April, July, October) of 24 pages per issue to a semi-
annual publishing schedule (March, September) of 28 pages per issue.  The CCE believed
interest in the journal would be strengthened if the best content, currently spread out over
four issues, were concentrated in two issues.

D. Literature

1. Booklets

The CCE has available several booklets for use in the church.

ß God or Mammon?  Living for Christ in an Affluent Culture, Tom
D. Tomer

ß The Biblical Qualifications for Elders and Deacons, Archibald
A. Allison

ß Take Heed to the Flock, Peter Y. DeJong

ß Professing Your Faith: An In-depth Study of the Four Member-

ship Vows of the OPC, G.I. Williamson

ß Personal Evangelism Made Less Difficult, George C. Miladin

ß What is the OPC?

ß What is the Reformed Faith?

2. 2005 Publications
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According to the bylaws of the General Assembly in which changes to the
Book of Church Order take effect every five years, the CCE has produced the 2005 Book

of Church Order.  Also, the CCE plans to produce in 2005 the Confession of Faith and

Catechisms with OPC approved proof texts.

3. Future Plans

The CCE through its SRC has initiated plans of producing new tracts and
booklets.  A consistent format and “look” for these publications will be developed.  The
SRC is formulating a five -year plan of publication with the goal of producing at least
three tracts or booklets a year.  Among the topics that will be pursued are ecclesiology,
polity, means of grace (sacraments, prayer, preaching), evangelism, apologetics, and the-
ology.  The SRC believes that these topics are helpful not only to the OPC, but also to the
broader Reformed and Evangelical world.  The Committee has identified a tract written
by the Rev. Mark R. Brown and the Rev. Larry E. Wilson on “Church Membership” as a
potential first tract to be produced under the new design.

4. Tracts and OPC.ORG

The SRC is in favor of putting certain tracts on OPC.ORG in a non-editable
PDF format.  OPC churches could provide local information on the back page of the
downloadable tracts.

E. Great Commission Publications (GCP)

1. Shared Ministry

GCP is a joint ministry of the CCE of the OPC and the Christian Educa-
tion and Publication Committee of the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA).  This year
marks the thirtieth anniversary (1975-2005) of GCP’s joint ownership and operation by
the OPC and the PCA.

2. Administration

GCP has a twelve-member Board of Trustees, six from the Committee on
Christian Education and Publications (CE&P) of the PCA and six from the CCE of the
OPC.  Members of the Board serve in three-year terms and may be reelected.  The CCE
General Secretary and the CE&P Coordinator sit as ex officio members.  The current
president of the GCP board of Trustees is the Rev. Alan D. Strange.  Mr. Paul S. MacDonald
serves as the secretary.  The OPC Trustees function as a subcommittee of the CCE, report-
ing to the entire CCE.  The present roster is:

Class of 2005

OPC Mr. John R. Muether PCA Mr. Steve Fox
The Rev. John P. Galbraith Mr. E. Marvin Padgett

Class of 2006

OPC Mr. Paul S. MacDonald PCA The Rev. Richard W. Tyson
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The Rev. G.I. Williamson The Rev. Willard G. LaRose

Class of 2007

OPC Mr. David Winslow, Jr. PCA The Rev. George W. Mitchell III
The Rev. Alan D. Strange Mr. John J. Sullivan

Ex officio

OPC The Rev. Danny E. Olinger PCA The Rev. Charles H. Dunahoo

Alternates are appointed to serve in case regular members cannot.  The
Rev. Gregory Reynolds and the Rev. Rodney King are the current OPC alternates.  The
Board convenes in two stated meetings each year in April and October.

The Rev. Thomas R. Patete, a PCA minister, serves as Executive Director
of the Board.  Mr. Patete has faithfully served and given commendable leadership as Ex-
ecutive Director for 27 years.  Mr. Williamson and Mr. Thomas E. Tyson (OPC) and the
Rev. William Smith (PCA) serve as theological editors of GCP.

3. Show Me Jesus TM

Written in GCP’s editorial process is the following statement that guides
the writing of material: “Under the conviction that the Word of God is verbally inspired
and infallible, we seek to handle Scripture as a whole and each individual passage with
great care—not adding or deleting, not speculating or embellishing, emphasizing both by
content and means of teaching that these are God’s words and not ours.”  Under the title
Show Me Jesus  (adopted in 1998), GCP produces covenantal, Christ-centered Sunday
school materials built upon this high view of the Bible as God’s complete, unified revela-
tion.  Show Me Jesus lessons point children to know and trust Jesus, the Revealer of the
Father and the Savior of his people.

This year brings a significant change in the Show Me Jesus curriculum.
The new elementary structure will change from three-year age groupings to two-year seg-
ments—Younger and Middle (Fall 2005) and Older (Fall 2006).  GCP believes that the
closer age grouping provides greater pedagogical integrity, age-appropriate learning, and
organizational flexibility.  Further information is available at GCP’s website
(www.gcp.org).

4. Publications

In addition to the Show Me Jesus curriculum, GCP publishes and makes
available numerous Christian education resources for use in the church.

ß Trinity Hymnal (Original 1961 and Revised 1990 editions)

ß Vacation Bible School Material (2005 theme: Faith Expedition: God’s Trea-

sure Revealed)

ß Catechetical materials featuring Kids’ Quest!  Catechism Club, First Cat-

echism, Settle’s Memory Work Notebook.
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ß Westminster Standards (including Williamson’s Westminster Confession

of Faith for Study Classes and Shorter Catechism for Study Classes)

ß Resources for Teachers and Parents (including Tripp’s Shepherding a Child’s

Heart; Hunt’s Heirs of the Covenant; Marcellino’s Rediscovering the Lost

Treasure of Family Worship; and Vos’s Child’s Story Bible)

ß Adult Discipleship Studies (including Cumming’s Confessing Christ;
Engle’s Discovering the Fullness of Worship; Curry’s The God We Love

and Serve; and Clowney’s The Unfolding Mystery)

ß Church Resources (including Marston’s Biblical Baptism; Christ or the
Lodge (OPC 9th General Assembly Report); Eyres’s Elders of the Church;
Brown’s Order in the Offices; Cummings’ The Covenant of Grace; and
Murray’s The Sovereignty of God)

ß Church bulletins (subscription service)

5. Production Error

In March 2005, a GCP bulletin cover was sent to churches containing clip
art showing a shepherd and a lamb in such a design as could be construed as a pictorial
representation of Christ, although it is the policy of GCP not to use pictorial representa-
tions of Christ in any GCP materials.  This was a production error and it has been ad-
dressed so as to prevent its reoccurrence.  The CCE and GCP apologize for this mistake
and reassure the church of GCP’s commitment to uphold the Second Commandment, which
forbids pictorial representations of Christ.

6. Communication

As the Executive Director of GCP, Mr. Patete is accountable to the Board
of Trustees.  He and his staff are responsive to concerns expressed by the parent commit-
tees.  Comments from within the OPC concerning content of GCP materials are properly
and most helpfully addressed through sessions or presbyteries directly to the CCE.

F. Ministerial Training Institute of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church (MTIOPC)

1. History

The 34th (1967) General Assembly established the Committee on Ministe-
rial Training (CMT) as a standing committee of the General Assembly.  The 47th (1980)
General Assembly made the CMT a Subcommittee on Ministerial Training (SMT) of the
CCE.  The 65th (1998) General Assembly approved a plan for the SMT to establish a
Ministerial Training Institute.

2. Purpose

The stated purpose of the MTIOPC is to assist in maintaining and enhanc-
ing the quality of ministerial service in the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, especially
pastoral and missionary, by helping men to prepare for informed and effective ministry
that conforms to the standard of Holy Scripture.  To this end, the Institute seeks to advance
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a constructive view of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church and its doctrine, government,
discipline, and worship.

3. Oversight

The six-member SMT serves as the board of directors for the Institute.
These men are elected directly by the General Assembly.  The MTIOPC offers instruction
by a variety of means, primarily readings, correspondence, and training seminars under
the SMT’s supervision.

4. Director and Administrator

Mr. Olinger serves as Director of MTIOPC and James H. Thomas, Jr.,
ruling elder at Immanuel OPC, West Allegheny, Pennsylvania, serves as Administrator.
The CCE believes that this is both the most effective and efficient structure as MTIOPC
moves into the future.

5. Intensive Training

Intensive training seminars are held in different geographical regions in
order to give greater opportunity for men and churches throughout the entire OPC to take
advantage of MTIOPC.  Currently, January session of intensive training alternates yearly
between Lake Sherwood, OPC, Orlando, Florida and Westminster OPC, Westminster,
California.  The May session of intensive training alternates yearly between the OPC ad-
ministration building in Willow Grove, Pennsylvania and Bethel Presbyterian OPC,
Wheaton, Illinois.

6. Program of Instruction

Now in its sixth year of offering instruction, the MTIOPC provides
courses in:

a. The Westminster Standards (G. I. Williamson)
b. Ecclesiology (A. Craig Troxel)
c. Presbyterian Polity (Stuart R. Jones)
d. Homiletics (William Shishko and Peter J. Vosteen)
e. Pastoral Theology (William Shishko)
f. Covenant Nurture (Thomas E. Tyson)
g. Reformed Worship (Larry E. Wilson)
h. Defending the Faith (William D. Dennison)
i. The OPC: History, Character, Distinguishing Characteristics (John
R. Muether)

7. Participants in 2004 Courses

Under Ruling

Course Care Licentiate Pastors Elders Others Total

Defending the Faith 3 3 2 7
Pastoral Theology 5 1 6
Reformed Worship 5 5
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Covenant Nurture 3 2 5
Presbyterian Polity 1 6 1 8
Westminster Stands. 2 3 1 1 7

* Some of the participants have taken several of the courses.

** Men from thirteen of the sixteen presbyteries participated in 2004 MTIOPC courses.

8. Numerical History

Semester New Students Returning Students Total Students

1999 12 12
2000 27 12 39
2001 12 19 31
2002 13 15 28
2003 17 18 35
2004 22 13 35
Totals 103 77 180

9. 2005-2006 Course Schedule

The upcoming MTIOPC course schedule is:

Fall 2005—Intensive Training to be held in Orlando, Florida

∑ Presbyterian Polity (Jones)
∑ The Westminster Standards (Williamson)

Spring 2006—Intensive Training to be held in Wheaton, Illinois

∑ Reformed Worship (Wilson)
∑ Defending the Faith (Dennison)

G. Aids for Ministerial Training:

1. Coie Memorial Scholarship Fund

The CCE provides financial aid for men preparing for gospel ministry by
administering the Coie Memorial Scholarship Fund in order to supply qualified appli-
cants with a loan of up to $1500 and/or a limited grant.  At the end of 2004, $16,738 was
available in the fund.

2. Book Grants

An important component of ministerial training is the development of the
pastor’s personal library, which tends to fall beyond a young minister’s budget.  To address
this problem, an anonymous donor made a generous gift of $10,000 to assist recently
ordained ministers of the OPC to obtain books of their choice, especially solid biblical
commentaries, for their libraries.  At the end of 2004, $6,350 was available in the fund.
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The CCE has established the following rules governing the disbursement
of these funds:

(1) Requirements:
a. have been ordained within three years of applying for the pro-

gram
b. be engaged in pastoral or missionary ministry of the OPC
c. have completed at least two MTIOPC courses

(2) To receive a grant, one must provide the following:
a. name of seminary, or seminaries, attended and date of gradua-

tion
b. dates of ordination and installation into current ministry
c. name and address of body with which currently he is serving as a

minister
d. in the case of application for the three-year option, a letter from

the proper person confirming that the body with which the appli-
cant serves has committed to at least match the grant for each of
the three years.

(3) Grants are credited in one of two ways:
a. a $200 one-time grant
b. up to $150 per year for up to three years if that amount is at least

matched each year by the minister’s calling body

(4) Applications are to be sent to the Administrator of the MTIOPC

H. The Ministerial Internship Program

1. Faithful Ministry

A ministerial internship program is at the heart of faithful ministry.  The
Apostle instructs “what you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses en-
trust to faithful men who will be able to teach others also” (2 Tim. 2:2).  The CCE assists
the Church in this vital ministry by recruiting and providing guidance to prospective min-
isterial interns and mentoring churches.  In 2004 the CCE provided $70,473 to assist 16
churches in funding summer and year-long internships.

2. Summer Internships 2004

The CCE assisted in funding nine summer internships during 2004.  The
summer internships were:

Grace OPC, Sheboygan, Wisconsin—Ken Golden
Faith OPC, Pole Tavern, New Jersey—Timothy Cummings
Westminster OPC, Western Springs, Illinois—Jason Stewart
Calvary OPC, Glenside, Pennsylvania—Mark Sallade
Redeemer OPC, Dayton, Ohio—John Shaw
Emmanuel OPC, Kent, Washington—Adam King
Pilgrim OPC, Metamora, Michigan—Albert Kona
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Geneva OPC, Marietta, Georgia—Francis Van Delden
Trinity OPC, Hatboro, Pennsylvania—Roth Reason

3. Year-Long Internships 2004-2005

The CCE also assisted in funding seven year-long internships during 2004-
2005.  These longer internships are designed for men who believe that God is calling them
to the pastoral ministry and who have made a commitment to pursue licensure in the OPC.
The year-long internships, some of which are still continuing, are:

Calvary OPC, Middletown, Pennsylvania—Erik Ederma
Bethel Presbyterian OPC, Wheaton, Illinois—David Smiley
Covenant OPC, Vineland, New Jersey—Sixto Perez
First Presbyterian OPC, Ipswich, Massachusetts—Robert Bennett
First Presbyterian OPC, Ipswich, Massachusetts—Jeremy John
Lake Sherwood OPC, Orlando, Florida—Mark Garcia
Redeemer OPC, Atlanta, Georgia—James Ganzevoort

4. Intern Statistics

The CCE has helped fund, coordinate, and supervise 266 ministerial in-
ternships in OPC congregations since 1990.  The CCE approved intern applications from
12 congregations for 2005 summer interns and from 12 congregations for 2005-2006 year-
long interns.

5. Guidelines for Seeking an Intern

For churches interested in participating in the ministerial internship pro-
gram, the following policies guide ministerial internship approval:

a. The Committee will not fund second summer internships for men not
committed to the OPC.

b. OPC and PCA men contemplating summer internships are required
ordinarily to be under care of a presbytery.

c. Year-long interns must be members of the OPC.
d. A year-long intern must apply to a presbytery of the OPC for licen-

sure no later than the commencement of the internship with a view to
his being licensed at least by the mid-point of the internship.

e. Failure of a session to return evaluations will be considered as a nega-
tive factor on a church’s next application for an internship.

f. Churches having a year-long intern are strongly encouraged to incor-
porate enrollment in an MTIOPC course in the plan for the internship
and the mentoring pastor should consider the advisability of enrolling
in an MTI course together with his intern.

g. Churches participating in the internship program, but which do not
receive funding from the CCE, are asked to assist us by submit-
ting evaluations of interns.

h. The Intern Evaluation form includes “preaching” as a separate cat-
egory.
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i. A separate document entitled “Committee Policy on Selecting
Mentoring Churches” will be sent to all OPC churches by December
of each year.

6. Readiness for Ministry Seminars

The General Secretary of the CCE also participates with the Committee
on Home Missions and Church Extension in the Readiness for Ministry Seminars on dif-
ferent seminary campuses.  During 2004, the General Secretary participated in seminars
at Westminster Theological Seminary, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania and Reformed Theo-
logical Seminary (RTS), Orlando, Florida.  In addition to participating in the seminars, he
uses these seminary visits to meet with students to encourage and counsel them, to pro-
mote the OPC as a good option for Reformed ministry, and to recruit for its ministerial
internship program.

7. Mentoring Conference

The CCE held the inaugural Intern Mentoring Conference (IMC) in Sep-
tember 2004.  The Rev. Ronald E. Pearce, pastor of Church of the Covenant in Hackettstown,
New Jersey, and the Rev. William Shishko, pastor of Franklin Square OPC, Franklin Square,
New York, were the main speakers.  Mr. Pearce spoke on developing an intern mentoring
plan.  Mr. Shishko spoke on the call to the ministry.  The Rev. Dr. A. Craig Troxel, instruc-
tor in the MTIOPC course on ecclesiology, gave a presentation related to the course.  The
purposes of the training conferences are to:

a. Inform mentors of the purposes and goals of the OPC intern program

and some of the best ways to realize these goals with OPC interns.
b. Provide insights and lessons from experienced OPC mentors, espe-

cially in the areas of these mentors’ demonstrated strengths.
c. Give workshops or equivalent forums for more informal interaction

among seasoned mentors and less experienced ones.
d. Present material by various faculty members of the MTIOPC to help

intern mentors develop various areas of their own understanding of
the OPC, its faith and its practice.

The 2005 Intern Mentoring Conference is planned for May 2-3, 2005.  Ex-
penses for year-long intern mentors who attend the conference are borne by the CCE.
Summer intern mentors and other OPC ministers who desire to attend the conference may
have some or all of their expenses provided.

8. Future

The CCE believes that because of the importance of the intern program to
the OPC it must budget and allocate more money to develop the Ministerial Intern Pro-
gram.  The CCE would like to increase the amount given to churches to $900 per month in
2006 in keeping with inflation so that churches can continue to participate in this pro-
gram.  In seeking to allow a greater number of churches to participate, the CCE is request-
ing $120,000 for the internship program in 2006.  It should be noted that funds given to
the church for the Ministerial Intern Program goes back to local churches as they work in
a joint relationship with the CCE in the development of men for the ministry.
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9. Thanksgiving

We sincerely thank the dedicated congregations, pastors, and sessions who
have committed themselves to the sacrificial service of providing this critical training and
ministry.  This is an exceedingly important ministry to these men and to the church.

I. Candidates and Credentials Conference

The 71st General Assembly (2004) encouraged the CCE and its SMT “to seek
ways of working more closely with the candidates and credentials committees of
presbyteries in order to bring ministerial candidates to a fuller understanding of the con-
fessional standards, the Book of Church Order, the Minutes of the General Assembly and
the history of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church.”  In response to this encouragement, the
CCE will host the inaugural Candidates and Credentials Conference, scheduled for Au-
gust 8-9 in Willow Grove, Pennsylvania.  It is to be a two-day conference starting at 6 p.m.
on Monday, August 8 and extending through Tuesday, August 9.  Invited to the conference
are one representative of each presbytery’s Candidates and Credentials Committee.  The
CCE encourages each presbytery to pay for the travel expenses involved for its represen-
tative.  However, if a presbytery is unable to do so, the CCE will provide reimbursement
for travel expenses up to $300 for those representatives living east of the Mississippi
River and $600 for those living west of the Mississippi River.  If a presbytery wishes to
send more than one representative, it is welcome to do so, but the CCE anticipates that it
will be able to provide travel reimbursement for only one representative.  The CCE will
provide hospitality and meals.

The conference will highlightºthe examination of men for the gospel ministry.
An emphasis will be placed   on the sharing of information by presbyteries, learning, and
fellowship.  Speakers will include Messrs. Gidley, Strange, Williamson and Troxel.

J. Seminary Visitation

1. Program

In 1998 the SMT revised its program of seminary visitation.  The immedi-
ate purpose of visiting a seminary is to arrive at a more accurate picture of the seminary’s
sympathy with the OPC and compatibility with our constitutional standards and of the
seminary’s impact on the OPC through its graduates.  We also have in view a cumulative
effect visiting seminaries: that we will arrive at a better understanding of what the OPC
herself must do, through the internship program, MTIOPC, or other means, to prepare her
candidates for the ministry in the current situation.  The seminary visitation program is
not an accreditation program.  The outcome of a visit is not intended to be either an en-
dorsement or a disqualification of a seminary as a place suitable for the training of men
for ministry in the OPC.  The SMT arranges for men to visit seminaries and then to report
their findings back to the SMT.  The SMT reports on the visits to the General Assembly.

2. Visits
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During the Spring 2005 academic semester, visitation teams were on the
campuses of Reformed Theological Seminary, Orlando, Florida and Westminster Semi-
nary California, Escondido, California.  The CCE intends to include reports of these visits
in the report of its 2005 activities to the 73rd General Assembly (2006).

IV. PROPOSED BUDGET 2005

Actual Actual Budget Requested

2003 2004  2005 2006

REVENUE

Worldwide Outreach 254,620 262,529 269,815 296,758
New Horizons 184,810 200,000 220,000 235,000
From Reserves 30,911 30,528 61,473 61,500

Total Revenue 470,341 493,057 551,288 593,258

EXPENSES

New Horizons 184,810 200,000 220,000 235,000
Internet ministries 10,675 17,300 25,000 35,000
Ordained Servant 31,928 32,003 20,288 19,000
Ministerial Training 28,690 31,463 40,000 40,000
Institute of the OPC
Ministerial Internship 78,300 70,473 110,000 120,000
Program
Seminary Visits 160 0 3,000 2,500
General Administration 123,375 135,067 133,000 129,758

Total Expenses 457,938 486,533 551,288 593,258

EXCESS/(DEFICIENCY) 12,403 6,524 0 0

V. ELECTIONS

A. CCE

The CCE is composed of three classes, each composed of five members—
three ministers and two ruling elders.  Two of the members of each class are also members
of the SMT.  The Class of 2008 is to be elected by this Assembly.  The present composition
of the CCE is as follows:

Class of 2005

Ministers: John P. Galbraith, Gregory E. Reynolds, William Shishko
Ruling Elders: John S. Deliyannides, Paul S. MacDonald

Class of 2006

Ministers: Sidney D. Dyer, Thomas E. Tyson, G. I. Williamson
Ruling Elders:  Darryl G. Hart, David Winslow, Jr.
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Class of 2007

Ministers:  Rodney T. King, Stephen A. Pribble, Alan D. Strange
Ruling Elders: James S. Gidley, John R. Muether

Members whose terms expire at this Assembly are:

MINISTERS

John P. Galbraith (SMT, GCP Trustee, Executive Committee)

William Shishko (SMT)

Gregory E. Reynolds (SRC, Subcommittee on Internet Ministries,

Subcommittee on Tracts)

RULING ELDERS

John S. Deliyannides (SRC, Subcommittee on Internet Ministries,

Representative to the COC)

Paul S. MacDonald (SRC, Secretary of CCE, Subcommittee on

Serial Publications, GCP Trustee, Executive Committee)

Mr. Galbraith and Mr. Shishko have each respectfully requested not to be re-
elected to the Committee.

B. SMT

The members of the CCE’s Subcommittee on Ministerial Training (SMT) are
elected directly by the Assembly.  The SMT is composed of three classes, each composed
of two members, ministers and/or ruling elders.  The six members must include at least
two ministers and two ruling elders.  The maximum number of ministers for the SMT is
four and the maximum number of ruling elders is four; the minimum number of ministers
is two and of ruling elders is two.  The overall composition of the classes of 2006 and 2007
being one minister and three ruling elders, this Assembly must elect either two ministers
or one minister and one ruling elder to the SMT class of 2008.

2005 2006 2007

The Rev. John P. Galbraith The Rev. Thomas E. Tyson Mr. John R. Muether

The Rev. William Shishko Mr. David Winslow, Jr. Mr. James S. Gidley

C. Procedure to Elect the Class of 2008

The Assembly must first elect to the SMT class of 2008.  These men elected to
the SMT are automatically elected to the CCE.  Therefore, the Assembly must then elect
the remaining three members of the CCE class of 2008.
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON

HOME MISSIONS AND CHURCH EXTENSION

SYNOPSIS

I INTRODUCTION
II FIELD SUPPORT IN 2004

A. Fields Supported
B. New Fields
C. Field Support Policy
D. Support Concluded

III REGIONAL HOME MISSIONARIES
IV WORKING WITH THE PRESBYTERIES
V TRAINING AND PROMOTION
VI FINANCES
VII BUDGET
VIII CHURCH EXTENSION FUND
IX ORTHODOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH LOAN FUND
X CONTINGENT FUND
XI AUXILIARY MINISTRIES

A. OPC Ministerial Information Form for Ministers/Licentiates

B. 2005 Salary Scale Guidelines
XII GENERAL ASSEMBLY MATTERS
XIII ADMINISTRATION

A. Committee Members
B. Committee Officers
C. Executive Committee
D. Committee Representative to COC
E. Subcommittees
F. Ministry Staff
G. Office Staff

XIV ELECTIONS

I INTRODUCTION

The people of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church relish the sentiment in the words
of the hymn they love to sing:

We long to see your churches full,

That all the chosen race

May, with one voice and heart and soul,

Sing your redeeming grace.

The sessions, congregations and presbyteries of the OPC have developed a godly
passion for the establishment of new churches.  They have come to expect that their Church
will plant a number of new mission works each year; that new men will be needed to fill
the ranks of her growing number of congregations; and that significant dollars will need
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to be expended in the divine direction of her expansion.  These attitudes are now a part of
what describes her denominational consciousness.

The Committee on Home Missions and Church Extension rejoices over these ex-
pectant attitudes in the OPC and is humbled to be a part of the process of the accomplish-
ment of the church planting expansion that is occurring within her midst.  No methodol-
ogy conceived by man adequately reflects the depth of the spiritual nature of church plant-
ing.  And no particular method of starting the new churches has been counted upon by her
in the expansion she is experiencing.  Groups continue to approach her presbyteries with
the hope of becoming part of her number.  Some of the larger of her congregations are
increasingly taking up the challenge of planting daughter churches.  And in the past year
God has answered her specific prayers to be more intentional in her efforts to reach out by
providing contacts, groups, and churches where none had existed.  He has provided two
new works in Minnesota, a sound beginning to a Hispanic work in Chicago, and ongoing
efforts toward the development of a new urban ministry in Washington, D.C.

As the year 2005 unfolds, seventeen new mission works are busy finding their orga-
nizing pastors.  So the Committee on Home Missions and Church Extension submits to
the 72nd General Assembly the report that follows, in praise to God who has made our
labors productive.  We ask you to lift up your eyes as you read it, as a recounting of his
mighty acts among us and as a statement of faith that he will continue to provide all that is
needed to accomplish what he has laid out for us to do.

II FIELD SUPPORT IN 2004

A. Fields Supported

The following mission works were provided with financial assistance in 2004
(listed by presbytery):

Dakota Broomfield, Colorado (Gregory L. Thurston)
Provo, Utah (Scott L. Seder)

Mid-Atlantic Charlottesville, Virginia (Anthony Monaghan)
Germantown, Maryland (James Stastny)
Purcellville, Virginia (Charles R. Biggs)

Michigan & Ontario Hudsonville, Michigan (Stephen W. Igo)
Toronto, Ontario (Jorge Barros)

Midwest Evansville, Indiana (Michael R. Shipma / Sam M. Allison)
Houghton, Michigan (Todd Wagenmaker)

New Berlin, Wisconsin (James T. Hoekstra)
Reedsburg, Wisconsin (Christian M. McShaffrey)

New Jersey Camden, New Jersey (Benjamin Alvira)
Ocean City, New Jersey (George W. Bancroft)

Northern Calif. Las Vegas, Nevada (Michael L. Babcock)

Northwest Colville, Washington (Jack D. Bradley)
Idaho Falls, Washington (David A. Bass)
Monroe, Washington (David Inks)
Mount Vernon, Washington (David J. Klein)
Port Angeles, Washington (William Renkema)
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Ohio Indianapolis, Indiana (Larry E. Wilson)
West Allegheny, Pennsylvania (Robert L. Broline, Jr.)

Philadelphia Broomall, Pennsylvania (Timothy G. Walker)
Pottstown, Pennsylvania (Wendell S. Stoltzfus)

South Birmingham, Alabama (Joseph Puglia)
Key West, Florida (William V. Welzien)
Madison, Alabama (Mark T. Smith)
Natchitoches, Louisiana (Mark A. Winder)
New Orleans, Louisiana (Russell J. Hamilton)
Oviedo, Florida (Eric B. Watkins)

Southeast Charlotte, North Carolina (Clifford L. Blair)
Hickory, North Carolina (E. Cody Ray)
Mount Airy, North Carolina (Brenton C. Ferry)
Neon, Kentucky (John W. Belden)

Southern Calif. Los Angeles, California (Gonzalo Salinas)
Escondido, California (Zachary Keele)
Mission Viejo, California (Douglas L. Watson)
Moreno Valley, California (Robert G. Herrmann)

Southwest Dallas (NE), Texas (Roger L. Gibbons)
Fort Worth, Texas (Todd S. Bordow)
Houston, Texas (Adam A. York)
Plainview, Texas (Kevin W. Van Der Linden)

B. New Fields

Ten new mission works began receiving financial assistance in 2004:  Dallas
NE, Texas; Escondido, California; Houghton, Michigan; Indianapolis, Indiana; Madison,
Alabama; Natchitoches, Louisiana; Port Angeles, Washington; Provo, Utah; Reedsburg,
Wisconsin; and Toronto, Ontario.

C. Field Support Policy

The Committee reminds the church that the following financial support poli-
cies are being followed:

1. Aid for new mission works
a. The Committee will provide financial assistance for a mission work

up to 50% of its total budget and only if the presbytery and/or the mission work cannot
fully support the labors of a full-time evangelist for that work.  This support will be for no
more than four years on a quarterly declining scale after the first year, contingent upon the
renewed yearly recommendation of the presbytery and with the understanding that the
Committee will be consulted in the selection of the church planter.

b. Before receiving initial support, the presbytery will submit to the
Committee an historical sketch of the mission work, including guidelines and provisions
for oversight and evaluation, and a plan for developing it into a self-governing and self-
supporting congregation, including adequate provision in its budget for the labors of the
evangelist on a full-time basis.

c. Before receiving continued support for the second, third, or fourth
years, the presbytery will submit by November 15 a request for such renewal, together
with a written annual evaluation of the mission work, including an indication that provi-
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sion has been made in its budget for the continued labors of the evangelist on a full-time
basis and for benevolent giving to presbytery and denominational causes.

d. The Committee remains firm in its desire to work in partnership with
the presbyteries in establishing churches that are Reformed in doctrine and Presbyterian
in polity.  Emphasis is also placed on the importance of every mission work identifying
itself with the Orthodox Presbyterian Church and including support of denominational
budgets in the early ordering of its finances.

e. Monthly and annual reports are presented by church planters to the
Committee as well as to the home missions committee of their presbytery.  These include
financial matters as well as attendance figures and a record of outreach calls being made.
The Committee expects every church planter to make at least thirty outreach-type calls
monthly.  These report forms were redesigned and issued in e-mail form at the end of 1998
to assist church planters with the ease and speed of filing.  Items for praise and petition
are also gleaned from these reports, with some being passed on through Home Missions

Today and the Prayer Calendar in New Horizons.

2. Support for non-aid-receiving mission works
Financial support is not the only kind of aid provided for the development

of mission works.  The coordination of prayer support makes the whole church aware of
the needs of its mission works and encourages church planters and young congregations.
Such prayer support will be coordinated by the Committee according to the following
policy: The Committee will provide the same prayer support normally rendered to aid-
receiving mission works to non-aid-receiving mission works upon request of the presbytery
with the following stipulations:

a. Non-aid-receiving mission works will make a commitment to report
monthly on the challenges and blessings of the ministry for use in prayer support.

b. Services and assistance provided by the Committee will include prayer
listings in New Horizons and Home Missions Today, in addition to those services which
the Committee makes available to all congregations of the OPC.

c. Such requests from a presbytery will be on a yearly basis with re-
newal up to four years.

D. Support Concluded

During 2004 thirteen churches concluded their support relationship with the
Committee as follows:

Aid totaling $40,775 was provided at the request of the Presbytery of the South
to Redeemer Presbyterian Church in Birmingham, Alabama, for the support of Joseph
Puglia from July 2001 through October 2004, after which the organizing pastor left the
field.

Aid was provided at the request of the Presbytery of Philadelphia to Faith OPC
in Broomall, Pennsylvania, for the support of Timothy Walker from February 2000 through
January 2004, totaling $60,900.

Aid totaling $40,425 was provided at the request of the Presbytery of the Dako-
tas to Broomfield Presbyterian Church in Broomfield, Colorado, for the support of Gre-
gory Thurston from October 2001 through December 2004, after which the session and
the presbytery indicated that further assistance was not required.

Aid was provided at the request of the Presbytery of the Northwest to Emmanuel
Presbyterian Church in Colville, Washington, for the support of Jack D. Bradley from
June 2000 through May 2004, totaling $60,900.
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Aid totaling $40,225 was provided at the request of the Presbytery of the Mid-
west to Covenant Community OPC in Evansville, Indiana, for the support of Michael
Shipma from January 1999 through January 2002, and Sam M. Allison from November
2002 through October 2004.

Aid was provided at the request of the Presbytery of the Southwest to Covenant
Presbyterian Church of Fort Worth in Fort Worth, Texas, for the support of Todd S. Bordow
from December 2000 through November 2004, totaling $60,900.

Aid was provided at the request of the Presbytery of the Mid-Atlantic to Cor-
nerstone Presbyterian Church in Germantown, Maryland, for the support of James Stastny
from July 2000 through June 2004, totaling $60,900.

Aid was provided at the request of the Presbytery of the Southeast to Covenant
Reformed Presbyterian Church in Mount Airy, North Carolina, for the support of Brenton
C. Ferry from December 2000 through November 2004, totaling $42,630.

Aid was provided at the request of the Presbytery of the Northwest to Grace
OPC in Mount Vernon, Washington, for the support of David J. Klein from May 2000
through April 2004, totaling $60,900.

Aid totaling $9,000 was provided at the request of the Presbytery of the South
to Covenant Presbyterian Church in Natchitoches, Louisiana, for the support of Mark A.
Winder from January 2004 through September 2004, after which the organizing pastor
received another call.

Aid totaling $13,850 was provided at the request of the Presbytery of New
Jersey to Westminster OPC in Ocean City, New Jersey, for the support of George W. Bancroft
from January 2003 through February 2004, after which the presbytery indicated that fur-
ther financial support was not appropriate because the organizing pastor and congrega-
tion renounced the jurisdiction of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church.

Aid was provided at the request of the Presbytery of the Southwest to Covenant
of Grace OPC in Plainview, Texas, for the support of Kevin Van Der Linden from Decem-
ber 2000 through November 2004, totaling $42,630.

Aid totaling $39,060 was provided at the request of the Presbytery of Philadel-
phia to Living Word Presbyterian Church in Pottstown, Pennsylvania, for the support of
Wendell S. Stoltzfus from December 2001 through November 2004, after which the ses-
sion and the presbytery determined to close the work.

III REGIONAL HOME MISSIONARIES

God has raised up a wonderfully gifted group of men to serve as regional home
missionaries and has used their labors to establish many new Orthodox Presbyterian
churches.  These men serve as church planting representatives of their presbyteries and as
liaisons with CHMCE.  They perform a wide variety of church planting tasks for their
presbyteries and for the denomination.  They meet with groups interested in establishing
new mission works.  They provide wisdom and counsel to organizing pastors and super-
vising sessions.  And they assist presbytery home missions committees with their expand-
ing administrative responsibilities in an enlarged OPC in the process of finding, calling,
and caring for the evangelists who become new church planters.  During 2004, the re-
gional churches of the OPC were served by eight full-time and three part-time regional
home missionaries.

Rev. DeLacy A. Andrews, Jr., assisted the Presbytery of the Southeast in the devel-
opment of mission works in Charlotte, Hickory, and Mount Airy, North Carolina; London
and Neon, Kentucky; Aiken, South Carolina; Cookeville, Tennessee; and Carrollton and
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Marietta, Georgia.  He has provided assistance to groups of people in Memphis, Tennes-
see, and Concord, North Carolina.

Rev. James L. Bosgraf continued his ministry as a regional home missionary for
both the Presbytery of the Midwest and the Presbytery of Michigan and Ontario by assist-
ing with the works in New Berlin and Reedsburg, Wisconsin; Houghton, Hudsonville, and
Manistee, Michigan; Brainerd and St. Paul, Minnesota; and Jordan and Toronto, Ontario.
He provided help to groups of people in Illinois, Michigan, Minnesota, Ontario, and Wis-
consin in exploring the possibility of becoming new OP mission works.

Rev. Larry Conard assisted the Presbytery of the Northwest on a part-time basis
during the first half of 2004.  Mainly he assisted the mission work in Roseburg, Oregon,
and explored other church planting opportunities in Oregon.

Rev. Gary W. Davenport continued his ministry as regional home missionary for the
Presbytery of the Southwest by focusing much of his attention on the development of a
new work in the Mid Cities area of Dallas, Texas.  He continued to assist with recently
planted churches in Dallas Northeast, Fort Worth, Houston, and Plainview, Texas.  And he
has been exploring potential new fields in Texas and New Mexico.

Rev. Richard N. Ellis continued his labors as a half-time regional home missionary
for the Presbytery of the Mid-Atlantic.  He assisted with the development of the mission
works in Charlottesville and Purcellville, Virginia.  He continues to lead the planting of a
church in the Maryland House of Corrections at Jessup.  He assisted with the develop-
ment of the mission work in Germantown, Maryland, as it moved toward organization as a
new and separate congregation.  He has been assisting with exploratory work in Washing-
ton, D.C.  He assisted with the development of new works in Columbia and St. Mary’s
County, Maryland, and Jefferson County, West Virginia.

Ruling Elder Bruce Fenton assisted the Presbytery of New Jersey as their home
missions administrator with the development of the inner city mission work in Camden.
He has also been assisting an independent pastor in the Pennsville area who is working
toward affiliation with the Presbytery.  He assisted with the development of a group in
Mount Holly, Immanuel OPC’s (Bellmawr) daughter congregation in Marlton, a Hispanic
work in Vineland, and an evening worship service in the Chapel at Princeton University.

Ruling Elder James A. Heemstra continued his ministry as regional home mission-
ary for the Presbytery of the South by assisting in the development of the mission work in
the Bradenton area of Florida.  He also assisted the works in Birmingham, Madison, and
Mobile, Alabama; Natchitoches, Louisiana; and Pensacola and Saint Cloud, Florida.  He
has also assisted in the exploratory work for a mission effort in Miami.

Rev. Gerald P. Malkus continued his labors as a part-time home missions adminis-
trator for the New York region of the Presbytery of New York and New England.  He has
explored various communities as potential fields.

Rev. Lawrence B. Oldaker began his labors as regional home missionary for the
Presbytery of Ohio in July.  He has assisted the mission works in Huntington, West Vir-
ginia; West Allegheny, Pennsylvania; and Indianapolis, Indiana.  He also met with people
exploring the possibility of beginning OP churches in Somerset, Pennsylvania; Florence,
Kentucky; and Kirkland, Ohio.

Rev. Donald M. Poundstone continued his ministry as regional home missionary for
the Presbytery of Southern California.  He assisted in the development of mission works
in Escondido, Paso Robles, Mission Viejo, Moreno Valley, and Temecula, California.  He
has also been exploring the possibility of a new work in the San Diego area.
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Rev. Thomas E. Tyson continued his labors as regional home missionary for the
Presbytery of Philadelphia.  He has primarily been assisting the mission works in Carlisle
and Yardley, Pennsylvania.  He also assisted the mission works in Broomall and Pottstown,
Pennsylvania.  He has assisted a church in Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania, as it moved to-
ward affiliation with the OPC.  He has also assisted two congregations as they explored
starting daughter congregations.  He anticipates completing his labors and retiring at the
end of June 2005.
The Committee gives thanks to God for each of these dedicated and mature men in their
effective labors as church planters and church planting coordinators for their presbyteries.

IV WORKING WITH THE PRESBYTERIES

The Committee on Home Missions and Church Extension sees its work as that of
assisting the presbyteries in their establishment and care of new churches throughout the
country.  It is the presbyteries which authorize the beginning of new mission works and
oversee their progress and development.  It is the presbyteries which approve and call
qualified men to work as church planters.  The Committee stands in support of the work
which the presbyteries do.  Each year the general secretary and the associate general sec-
retary visit at least half of the presbyteries at the time of their regular stated meetings and
spend time with the home missions committees of those regional church bodies in an
effort to assist, encourage, and coordinate.

In a continuing effort to foster a spirit of cooperation and partnership with the
presbyteries, the Committee continues to distribute and use its Manual for Presbytery/

CHMCE Partnership.  This document, which is also published in electronic format on the
OPC’s web site, is a description of the outworking of FG XXIX and also provides assis-
tance to presbytery home missions committees in their work.

The Committee and its staff are constantly seeking new and better ways of being of
service to the presbyteries of the OPC.  The staff is regularly in contact with presbytery
home missions committee chairmen and regional home missionaries.  Information about
potential church planters, procedural suggestions, and financial arrangements is constantly
being shared via visits, phone calls, and e-mail.  The concept of a true partnership be-
tween the presbyteries of the OPC and the denominational Committee on Home Missions
and Church Extension has become a welcome and working reality.

From this partnership with the presbyteries has come the publication of Planting An

Orthodox Presbyterian Church.  This manual, which is also published in electronic format
on the OPC’s web site, has proved useful for better equipping new OP church planters to
their task.  But it has also provided a helpful tool for working with emerging new groups
and with the orientation of the overseeing sessions of new mission works.  It is the
Committee’s hope that this document will continue to provide valuable assistance to our
presbyteries in an Orthodox Presbyterian Church which God continues to expand.

Each fall, the Committee sponsors a Regional Church Extension Conference in or-
der to enable presbytery regional home missionaries and home missions committee chair-
men to confer together with the CHMCE staff in an effort to coordinate, as much as pos-
sible, their ministries and finances.  These gatherings have proved increasingly beneficial
to the whole church.  They have enabled the Committee and its staff to understand more
precisely the needs and challenges faced by the presbyteries and have enabled presbytery
home missions committees to work together with each other as well as with the denomina-
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tional Committee in their efforts to start new churches. The 2004 gathering was held
November 4-6 in the facilities of Lake Sherwood OPC in Orlando, Florida.

For almost a decade OP church planting practice has been largely a response to
requests for us to help form a pre-existing core group into a new OP congregation.  But
last year the first steps were taken for a more intentional strategy to be laid side-by-side
with the current responsive strategy.  Identifying Memphis, Minneapolis, St. Louis, Tampa,
and Toronto as major metropolitan areas of North America where the OPC currently has
no presence, and identifying the urban cores of the cities of Chicago, Detroit, Miami, New
York, and Washington, D.C., as cities of influence in North America where our presence
would make an important difference, the people of the OPC were asked to pray and the
presbyteries were asked to discuss and strategize.

During 2004, the general secretary and associate general secretary met with the
home missions committees of the presbyteries in whose bounds a number of the listed
cities were located to gauge interest in such outreach efforts and to extend CHMCE’s help
and assistance in any way possible.  By year’s end it became apparent that God was al-
ready working in several areas of the country to prepare the way for such planning.
Contacts began to surface in the Minneapolis area where the OPC had no presence.  A
group of ministers and elders in the Chicago area began to lay plans for a Hispanic work
on the city’s west side.  A Brazilian contact let to the establishment of a Portuguese lan-
guage OPC in Toronto.  And plans began to be laid by presbyteries for works in the cities
of New York and Washington, D.C.  As God has blessed our church planting efforts be-
yond measure in past years, we believe that he will supply what is required to take up these
new intentional challenges.

V TRAINING AND PROMOTION

The Committee seeks to provide encouragement and tangible assistance to those
who do the work of church planting in the OPC.  In January 2005, the Annual Church
Planter Training Conference was held in the facilities of Fellowship OPC in Lake Worth,
Florida, with thirteen OP church planters attending.  This conference is an enrichment
opportunity for the church planters of new mission works who are gathered together in the
January following their arrival on the field for three days of intensive church planter train-
ing and discussion with CHMCE staff and selected regional home missionaries.

In its continuing effort to identify men who possess church planting skills, the Com-
mittee sponsored “Readiness for Ministry in the OPC” seminars in three locations during
2004 – Westminster Theological Seminary in Philadelphia, Westminster Seminary Cali-
fornia, and a southern seminar event held on the campus of Reformed Theological Semi-
nary in Orlando.  Men from other reformed seminaries are always invited and welcome.
These seminars provide invaluable contacts for the Home Missions staff and for the intern
program of the OPC.

In 1995, a fund was established for the receipt of special gifts to be used for the
purchase of books published by the Committee for the Historian and for their distribution
to OP mission works.  This distribution continues.  Mission works which began in 2004
received copies of all available titles.

In an attempt to provide the churches with timely prayer request information about
OP mission works, a bi-weekly prayer bulletin of current items of praise and petition is
made available.  Items are gleaned from the reports of the mission works and received
from organizing pastors by special request.  Home Missions Today, as this bulletin is called,
is available by e-mail transcript (to all OP congregations with e-mail and to individuals
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who have requested it), from the posting on the OPC website, by recorded telephone mes-
sage, and by printed transcript (mailed to all OP congregations along with Foreign Mission’s
Telenews).

Two pages of copy are regularly provided for each issue of New Horizons to keep the
church informed of God’s working in our home mission fields.  But during 2004, editorial
policy changed slightly to allow for more pages of coverage for home missions activities
in order to keep the churches current on the expanding work of home missions throughout
the denomination.

The Committee staff has also produced a new, full-color brochure called Home Mis-

sions Update which provides a current listing of all home mission works, seminars, and
training events, along with stories and pictures chronicling some of what is happening
across North America concerning home missions ministries.

By invitation, the general secretary and the associate general secretary gladly make
presentations of the ministry of OPC home missions to congregations and presbyteries
throughout the denomination.

Additional new avenues for promoting the ministry of home missions in the Ortho-
dox Presbyterian Church are being explored and are expected to be introduced in 2005.

VI FINANCES

In 2004 the Committee saw God graciously provide the needed financial support for
its work.  We praise God for the abounding grace of faithful giving evident throughout the
churches.  The year-end figures showed that 98.3% of the Worldwide Outreach portion of
the 2004 CHMCE budget had been provided.

For a number of years, as God began to expand the OPC largely through the estab-
lishment of new churches, the Committee took significant draws from its reserves in order
to be able to respond to the many requests for financial assistance to new mission works.
For instance, in 2000 the Committee took a $134,000 draw from its reserves, in 2001 it
took a draw of $142,945, and in 2002 it took a draw of $95,297.  But the Committee knew
it could not sustain such large draws from its reserves and acted with restraint in its bud-
geting for 2003.  This restraint, coupled with the generous giving of God’s people, re-
sulted in no need to make a draw from reserves in 2003.  In 2004 a small draw of $11,296
was needed to balance the budget.  God has blessed the Committee’s desire to see this
fund built up again so as to be able to respond when the need is great.  Fiscal restraint and
funds received into the Contingent Fund from bequests has resulted in a gain of $202,818
in reserves since the beginning of 2003.

During 2005, the OPC anticipates supporting 48 mission works along with nine
regional home missionaries.  In 2004, $515,770 went to assist new churches and regional
home missionaries.  In 2005, $602,580 is budgeted for those purposes, which includes
anticipated support for the first two of our more costly urban mission works, which were
mentioned earlier in this report.  God has supplied abundantly for home missions in the
OPC.  He has given us every reason to anticipate his continued supply.  So we look to our
great Covenant God to provide all that is needed to sustain the ministry of home missions
in the years to come.

VII BUDGET (2004-2006)
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Actual Budgeted Budgeted Requested

2004 2004 2005 2006

RECEIPTS

OPC $813,390 $825,000 $869,025 $912,500

Non-OPC 0 2,500 2,500 2,500

Other 3,173 500 500 500

Transfer (Reserves) 0 30,229 81,126 84,500

Total $816,563 $858,229 $953,151 $1,000,000

DISBURSEMENTS

Church Planting $564,887 $580,375 $662,580 $708,374

Promotion 12,944 19,000 19,000 8,470

Administration 250,028 258,854 271,571 283,156

Total $827,859 $858,229 $953,151 $1,000,000

SURPLUS (DEFICIT) $(11,296) 0 0 0

VIII CHURCH EXTENSION FUND

As reported to previous assemblies, the Committee has not received new invest-
ments into the Church Extension Fund since March 18, 1993.  Investors in the Fund con-
tinue to receive interest payments (or have them compounded) on their investments ac-
cording to the original terms.  As they have opportunity to do so, they may elect to with-
draw their investment prematurely in order to purchase a Note(s) in the Orthodox Presby-
terian Church Loan Fund (OPCLF).

Due to the purchase by the Orthodox Presbyterian Church Loan Fund of the remain-
ing Mortgage Notes Receivable from the Committee on Home Missions and Church Ex-
tension (held in the Church Extension Fund) as of December 31, 2002, there were no
outstanding loans in the Church Extension Fund in 2004.

As reported last year, during 2003 those investors holding Demand Notes (issued by
the Committee on Home Missions and Church Extension, through its Church Extension
Fund) had either received payment for their Notes, gifted their Note proceeds to the Com-
mittee (CHMCE), or used the proceeds to purchase new Notes in the OPC Loan Fund.
During 2004 the remainder of the Demand Notes were closed with the exception of eight
Notes; those remaining Notes earned 0% interest.

Notes outstanding on December 31, 2004, were as follows: demand, $16,116; five-
year, $61,148; ten-year, $538,526; for a total of $615,790.  Additional financial reports on
the Church Extension Fund are available upon request.

IX ORTHODOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH LOAN FUND

The Committee established a new corporation in 1993 called the Orthodox Presby-
terian Church Loan Fund, Inc.  (OPCLF), to replace the Church Extension Fund.  Mem-
bers of the Board of Directors of the OPCLF are elected by CHMCE.  The Board is com-
prised of the following:

Class of 2005:  Messrs. Garret A. Hoogerhyde, Sidney O. Smith
Class of 2006:  Messrs. Richard A. Barker, Stanford M. Sutton, Jr.
Class of 2007:  Messrs. George W. Knight III, Peyton H. Gardner
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The following men serve as officers of the Board: president, Garret A. Hoogerhyde;
vice president, George W. Knight III; secretary, Richard A. Barker; treasurer, Sidney O.
Smith; assistant secretary, Ross W. Graham; assistant treasurer, David E. Haney.  Messrs.
Graham and Haney are ex officio members of the Board.  Mr.  David E. Haney serves as
loan fund manager.  Mrs. Kathleen W. Bube serves part-time as loan fund administrator.

At the close of 2004, Notes in the OPCLF were offered in the following states:
Alaska, Arizona, California, Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, Georgia, Illinois, Iowa,
Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Montana, Nebraska, New Jersey, New Mexico,
North Carolina, Oregon, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, Texas,
Virginia, and Wisconsin.  Rigid regulations make it very difficult to offer Notes in some
states.  Notes are currently offered at the following fixed rates: 1-year, 2.0%; 3-year, 3.0%;
5-year, 4.0%; 10-year, 5.0%; these rates were effective December 9, 2004, and are subject
to change by the Board.  At the close of the year the total of the Notes outstanding was
$6,210,600.

Notes outstanding, including accrued interest, on December 31, 2004, were as fol-
lows:  one-year, $775,450; three-year, $901,698; five-year, $1,808,309; and ten-year,
$2,725,143; for a total of $6,210,600.  This is an increase of $36,942 from the prior year.
Additional financial reports on the OPCLF are available upon request.

During the year the Board took the following actions: (1) granted a loan of up to
$200,000 to Grace Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Wasilla, Alaska, for the purpose of
constructing worship facilities on the 2.7 acre parcel of land already owned; (2) when all
stipulations were met, granted a loan of up to $352,000 to Covenant Orthodox Presbyte-
rian Church, New Bern, North Carolina, for the purpose of constructing worship facilities
on the property located near the city of New Bern; (3) granted a loan of up to $90,000 to
Grace Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Lansing, Michigan, for the purpose of purchasing
and making capital improvements to an existing church building with attached house; (4)
granted a loan of up to $80,000 to Grace Reformed Church, Walkerton, Indiana, for the
purchase of two parcels of unimproved land to serve as the site for future construction of
another worship facility; (5) granted a loan of up to $32,000 to Christ Presbyterian Church,
Janesville, Wisconsin, for the purpose of making certain capital improvements to the church
building; (6) granted a loan of up to $320,000 to Cornerstone Orthodox Presbyterian
Church, Chattanooga, Tennessee, for the purpose of purchasing existing worship facili-
ties; (7) granted a loan of up to $175,000 to New Life Orthodox Presbyterian Church,
Canton, New York, for the purpose of relocating an existing church building onto land
owned by the congregation, with attendant costs of such relocation and development of
the site for their worship facility on 9.5 acres; and (8) granted a loan of up to $380,000 to
Covenant Presbyterian Church, Fort Worth, Texas, for the construction of worship facili-
ties on its remaining real property (land purchased with an earlier loan).  The loans granted
to Covenant Presbyterian Church, Fort Worth, Texas; Cornerstone Orthodox Presbyterian
Church, Chattanooga, Tennessee; Covenant Orthodox Presbyterian Church, New Bern,
North Carolina; and Grace Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Wasilla, Alaska, were not fully
disbursed in 2004.  A monthly commitment fee of º of 1% is ordinarily charged on loans
granted by the Board but not disbursed within three months after the first scheduled draw
date.  A one-year moratorium (effective 02/15/2003) on the monthly payments due on the
loan to Sharon Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Hialeah, Florida, with interest continuing
to accrue on the loan, was noted, and the mid-year sale of the real property resulted in full
payoff of the obligation.
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As reported last year, at its December 10, 2003 meeting, the Board approved the
purchase of the church property owned by Covenant Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Easton,
Pennsylvania, for $250,000.  Settlement occurred March 22, 2004.  The Presbytery of
Philadelphia reviewed the proposed agreement between the Easton church corporation
and the Loan Fund and expressed no objections.  The “Covenant OPC (Easton, PA) Re-
view Committee” provides ongoing annual review of the situation, and includes men from
the Presbytery as well as the Loan Fund board.

Gifts and bequests to the Loan Fund totaled $136,919.48 in 2004, including a sub-
stantial gift from Beverly Orthodox Presbyterian Church, East Los Angeles, California,
upon its dissolution and the sale of its real property.  The Board established a separate
fund titled “Supplemental Assistance Fund Endowment” (SAFE) and directed that the gift
received from Beverly Orthodox Presbyterian Church, and similar gifts received in the
future, be placed in this fund.  Policies and procedures are being written for this separate
fund.

The balances due on loans from the Orthodox Presbyterian Church Loan Fund as of
December 31, 2004, are as follows:

Appleton, WI - Apple Valley Presbyterian Church $309,822.42
Austin, TX - Providence Presbyterian Church 539,901.50
Bend, OR - Grace Community Orthodox Presbyterian Church 105,683.46
Bonita, CA - Bonita Orthodox Presbyterian Church 3,348.74
Bowie, MD - Trinity Reformed Church 121,226.54
Canton, NY - New Life Presbyterian Church 175,000.00
Chattanooga, TN - Cornerstone Orthodox Presbyterian Church 309,154.71
Coopersville, MI - Little Farms Chapel 157,319.79
Dayton, OH - Redeemer Orthodox Presbyterian Church 22,429.50
Denton, TX - Redeemer Presbyterian Church 53,112.65
Fort Worth, TX - Covenant Presbyterian Church 17,236.05
Glassboro, NJ - Providence Orthodox Presbyterian Church 49,597.90
Hamden, CT - Westminster Orthodox Presbyterian Church 56,251.36
Idaho Falls, ID - New Geneva Orthodox Presbyterian Church 103,775.74
Janesville, WI - Christ Presbyterian Church 31,268.85
Lake Worth, FL - Fellowship Orthodox Presbyterian Church 21,730.46
Lansing, MI - Grace Orthodox Presbyterian Church 79,465.87
Manchester, NH  - Amoskeag Presbyterian Church 89,013.76
Mansfield, PA - Grace Fellowship Orthodox Presbyterian Church 40,493.26
Matthews, NC - Matthews Orthodox Presbyterian Church 470,070.81
New Bern, NC - Covenant Orthodox Presbyterian Church 338,000.00
New Lenox, IL - New Covenant Community Church 23,299.01
Norman, OK - Grace Presbyterian Church 31,572.42
Orland Park, IL - Covenant Church (OPC) 319,303.98
Philadelphia, PA - Emmanuel Chapel 17,135.95
Philadelphia, PA - Grace Fellowship Orthodox Presbyterian Church 162,411.02
Philadelphia, PA - Grace Orthodox Presbyterian Church 34,248.93
Phillipsburg, NJ - River of Life Orthodox Presbyterian Church 328,472.61
Phoenix, AZ - Calvin Orthodox Presbyterian Church 208,994.09
Raleigh, NC - Pilgrim Orthodox Presbyterian Church 471,562.65
Reading, PA - Covenant Orthodox Presbyterian Church 30,780.52
Rockport, ME - Lakeview Orthodox Presbyterian Church 200,405.84
San Diego, CA - New Life Orthodox Presbyterian Church 397,147.76
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Vienna, VA - Grace Orthodox Presbyterian Church 344,531.86
Walkerton, IN - Grace Reformed Church  80,000.00
Wasilla, AK - Grace Orthodox Presbyterian Church 125,000.00
Williamsport, PA - New Life Orthodox Presbyterian Church 31,644.74
Wilmington, DE - Emmanuel Orthodox Presbyterian Church 550,000.00
TOTAL of all loans held by OPCLF as of December 31, 2004 $6,450,414.75

During the year the loans to Christ Covenant Presbyterian Church, Amarillo, Texas;
Covenant Orthodox Presbyterian Church of Fort Worth, Texas; New Hope Orthodox Pres-
byterian Church, Frederick, Maryland; and Grace Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Hanover
Park, Illinois, were paid off.  It was also noted that, on July 20, 2004, New Life Presbyte-
rian Church, La Mesa, California, determined to leave the denomination; the Board deter-
mined to offer to extend the certain term in the loan documents, for the outstanding loan
due by that congregation, for one year (from July 20, 2005, to July 20, 2006), thereby
waiving for that period of time the required repayment of the remaining principal balance
and accrued interest, with the possibility of further renewal, in view of New Life Presby-
terian Church’s ongoing financial support of missionary families of the Orthodox Presby-
terian Church.  The congregation of Redeemer Presbyterian Church, Denton, Texas, voted
to dissolve late in the year; its worship facilities secure the loan due from that congrega-
tion.  The Presbytery of the Southwest and its regional home missionary have become
involved in the liquidation of the real property and payoff of the loan.

X CONTINGENT FUND

The Contingent Fund was created through special gifts to the Committee and in-
cludes receipts from bequests.  During 2004, $42,468.84 was received in new gifts and
bequests.  These funds have been used to provide loans for the purchase of church proper-
ties, to assist in building needs, and to supplement program funds to finance capital pur-
chases.  The Fund is also used to provide a cash reserve for the General Fund to cover any
deficit in that Fund.

The balances due on all loans from this Fund as of December 31, 2004, are as fol-
lows:

Bethlehem, PA - Rev. Richard R. Gerber    $     35,493.80
Horsham, PA - Janet L. Giandomenico 48,749.68
Marlton, NJ - Rev. Ross W.  Graham 60,517.76
Presbytery of MI and Ontario (formerly Presbytery of the Midwest) -
         Living Hope OPC, Ionia, MI 35,853.59
Presbytery of the Midwest, OPC 2,286.74
Sonora, CA - Oak Hill Orthodox Presbyterian Church 71,217.38
Stratford, NJ - Stratford Orthodox Presbyterian Church 114,291.76
Subtotal $   368,410.71

The Committee granted an additional loan amount to Oak Hill Orthodox Presbyte-
rian Church, Sonora, California, with $35,726.97 distributed to assist in capital improve-
ments, and a change in the loan’s terms.

During 2004 the Contingent Fund’s equity in real property was fully depreciated.
Therefore, the Contingent Fund has the following equity in real estate as of December 31,
2004:
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Willow Grove, PA - Administration Building                 -0-

TOTAL $ 368,410.71

XI AUXILIARY MINISTRIES

A. OPC Ministerial Information Form for Ministers/Licentiates

The GA has assigned to the Committee the responsibility of administering a
file of completed Ministerial Information Forms submitted by licentiates and ministers of
the OPC who desire to have their availability known to the churches without pastors.
Ordained ministers from other denominations may also submit completed forms for con-
sideration by pulpit committees and home missions committees.  Completed forms are
kept on file and distributed for six months.  At the end of the six-month period a man may
complete and file a new form with the Committee.  All churches requesting this informa-
tion are sent copies.  An updated list of vacant pulpits is also maintained in conjunction
with the stated clerk and is sent to those requesting it.  The list is also posted on the OPC
website.

B. 2005 Salary Scale Guidelines

Salary scale guidelines for assisting churches and presbyteries in arriving at
compensation packages for church planters in the initial phase of a mission work have
been adopted annually for many years by the Committee on Home Missions and Church
Extension.  The Salary Scale reflects an earlier day when the Committee called men to
church planting efforts and guaranteed their salary according to the Scale for a certain
number of years.

In more recent times the Committee has stressed the fact that these are guide-
lines to serve as a starting point in arriving at an adequate salary package for those called
to a church planting situation.  The Committee is pleased that the Salary Scale has also
been consulted by established churches in calling a pastor and in some instances evaluat-
ing annually the compensation for their pastor as well.

While the approach to establishing the initial salary package for a church planter
has changed, the Guidelines have continued to serve as an ongoing means to help deter-
mine beginning salary packages under our present policies for church planting.  In com-
piling a salary package in any instance (mission work or organized congregation) the
ideal compensation package reflects the following:

1. Base Salary.  The calling body should make adequate provision for the
pastor and his family (factors include the size of the family, personal preferences, style of
living, amount of debt, if any - such as car loans, education loans, etc.).  The Committee
suggests a base salary of $26,718 for the first year of service following ordination.  Yearly
increments should be given on the basis of each additional year of service with an infla-
tion factor included, based on the local and national cost of living index.

Years of Service Base Salary

1st $26,718
2nd $27,386
3rd $28,071
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4th $28,772
5th $29,492
6th $30,229
7th $30,985
8th $31,759
9th $32,553
10th $33,367
11th $34,201
12th $35,056
13th $35,933
14th $36,831
15th $37,752

2. Housing considerations.  Consideration should be given to housing costs
in the area, the ability of the pastor to rent or purchase adequate housing for his family,
and personal preferences.  When a realistic amount has been mutually arrived upon be-
tween the pastor and the congregation, the proper body should record that amount as
“Housing Allowance” (in addition to salary) for tax purposes.  This Housing Allowance
shall include all utilities and other house related items recognized by the IRS as being
covered under the Allowance stipulation.

3. Car allowance.  A car is an important part of a man’s ministry.  Providing
for this cost depends upon several factors: condition of a car when a man is called to the
field, type of car, and family circumstances that might substantiate having more than one
car.  In carrying out his ministerial tasks the pastor should be reimbursed at the IRS allow-
able rate.

4. Hospitalization.  The congregation should pay the cost for medical / hos-
pitalization premiums for the pastor and his family.  It is strongly suggested that this be
done through participation in the OPC plan.

5. Pension.  The church should pay the recommended 6% of the pastor’s
salary (base salary and housing allowance) as a pension premium with the strong sugges-
tion that he participate in the OPC Pension Plan.

6. Social Security.  The church should pay one-half of the pastor’s Social
Security premiums.  For pastors not in the Social Security program, the church should pay
one-half of the annual investment in an established investment or retirement income plan,
this being on the same basis and in the same amount as though the pastor were in Social
Security.

7. Other considerations.  The calling body may also consider as part of the
salary package items such as: arrangements to help in house purchase with a down pay-
ment if needed, disability insurance, and assistance in meeting Christian school tuition for
children.  The ability to implement any or all of the above suggestions is determined in
part by the following:

a. The congregation’s ability to meet the initial terms of the call with
reasonable projections for annual evaluations, including increases as needed and prudent.

b. In the case of mission works, financial aid from CHMCE, the
presbytery and other possible outside sources as significant factors in determining the
salary package.  CHMCE support is premised on annual presbytery requests with a maxi-
mum commitment of four years.

XII GENERAL ASSEMBLY MATTERS
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The Committee appointed the Rev. Ross W.  Graham, general secretary; the Rev.
Richard R. Gerber, associate general secretary; and the Rev. John R. Hilbelink, president,
as their representatives to the 72nd GA.

XIII ADMINISTRATION

A. Committee Members:

Class of 2007

Ministers: George W. Knight III, Donald M. Poundstone, Gerald S. Taylor
Ruling Elders: Robert L. Ayres, John M. Mauldin

Class of 2006

Ministers: Randall A. Bergquist, John R. Hilbelink, Lawrence Semel
Ruling Elders: Richard A. Barker, Garret A. Hoogerhyde

Class of 2005

Ministers: Ivan J. De Master, Jeffery A. Landis, Larry G. Mininger
Ruling Elders: Keith A. LeMahieu, James W. Van Dam

B. Committee Officers:

President, John R. Hilbelink
Vice President, Jeffery A. Landis
Secretary, Gerald S. Taylor
Treasurer, Garret A. Hoogerhyde

C. Executive Committee:

Messrs. Barker, Hilbelink (Chairman), Hoogerhyde, Knight, and Taylor

D. Committee Representative to COC:

Mr. Hoogerhyde

E. Subcommittees:

Finance: Messrs. Barker, Hoogerhyde, LeMahieu, Mauldin, and Semel
GeneralºMinistries: Messrs. Bergquist, De Master, Knight, Poundstone, and

Van Dam
Special Ministries: Messrs. Ayres, Hilbelink, Landis, Mininger, and Taylor

F. Ministry Staff:

The current ministry staff consists of General Secretary Ross W. Graham, who
began his service to the Committee in December 1990, and Associate General Secretary
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Richard R. Gerber, who began his service to the Committee in August 1999.  The job
descriptions for these two men call for a close working relationship between the general
secretary and his associate and articulate a basic parity between them in their duties and
responsibilities so as to allow for maximum care for the mission works and maximum
presence in the presbyteries and the churches of the OPC.

G. Office Staff:

Beverly R. Mariani continues to serve the Committee as administrative assis-
tant.

XIV ELECTIONS

The terms of the above-named Class of 2005 expire at this assembly.
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON

THE DOCTRINE OF JUSTIFICATION

SYNOPSIS

I MANDATE
II MEMBERS
III MEETINGS
IV FINAL REPORT
V RECOMMENDATIONS

I MANDATE

The 71st General Assembly of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church (2004) erected a
study committee “to critique the teachings of the ‘New Perspective on Paul,’ ‘Federal Vision’
and other like teachings concerning the doctrine of justification and other related doctrines,
as they are related to the Word of God and our subordinate standards, with a view to giving
a clear statement to the presbyteries, sessions and seminaries, and report back to the 72nd

GA….”

II MEMBERS

The 71st General Assembly elected the following to serve on this committee: Messrs.
Barcley, Dyer, Fesko, Gaffin, Knight, Strange, and VanDrunen, with Messrs. Curto and
Shishko as alternates.  Before our first meeting, Messrs. Barcley and Knight had to resign
from the committee for personal reasons.  First alternate Mr. Curto subsequently joined the
committee, though second alternate Mr. Shishko was not able to serve.

Therefore the committee members are: Messrs. Anthony Curto, Sidney Dyer, John
Fesko (Secretary), Richard Gaffin Jr., Alan Strange (Vice-Chairman), and David VanDrunen
(Chairman).

III MEETINGS

The first meeting of the committee was a conference call held on June 29, 2004, at
which we elected officers and set a date and agenda for our first work meeting.  Our first
work meeting was held on September 4 and 6, 2004, in Woodstock, Georgia.  At this meeting,
the committee members made initial presentations and held extensive discussions on a
range of topics related to our mandate.  Our second work meeting was held on January 26-
27, 2005, in Woodstock, Georgia.  At this meeting, committee members presented and
discussed reports on assigned topics concerning the New Perspective on Paul, the Federal
Vision, and various doctrinal matters related to the doctrine of justification.  The committee
also agreed on a plan for composing a draft of our final report.
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IV FINAL REPORT

Due to the magnitude of its task, the committee realized early in its work together that
it would be unable to complete a final report for the 72nd General Assembly (2005).  However,
the committee believes that it has made significant progress and anticipates submitting a
full and final report to the 73rd General Assembly (2006), if its mandate is extended for an
additional year.  The committee has set dates in August 2005 for a work meeting in which
drafts of sections of the final report will be discussed.  Committee members believe that
they will be able to complete their task at a final work meeting early in 2006.

V RECOMMENDATIONS

In light of the considerations in IV (above), the committee recommends a) that the
72nd General Assembly grant an additional year to the Committee on the Doctrine of
Justification to complete its final report and b) grant the committee a budget of $5000 for
the next year.
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON APPEALS AND COMPLAINTS

As of this date (March 25, 2005) no appeals or complaints have been received by the
Committee.  The Committee met by teleconference.

Budget: The estimated budget for the coming year is $2000.00.

Elections:  The class of Mr. Jones expires at this Assembly as does the class of Mr. Foh
(alternate).  Other members of the Committee are Messrs. Mallin and Jerrell.

John W. Mallin, Chairman
Committee on Appeals and Complaints

SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON

APPEALS AND COMPLAINTS

A. INTRODUCTION

The Committee received a complaint on appeal after submission of its report to the
Assembly, to which the following is a supplement.  The complaint regarding which this
report is made was brought by Mr. William Carson against the session of Providence
Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Royal Oak, Michigan, regarding the action of the session in
connection with their denial of his request for a letter of transfer for himself and his family
to Covenant OPC, London, Ontario.  Following the session’s denial of the complaint, the
Presbytery of Michigan and Ontario sustained the complaint on appeal.  The session now
appeals to the General Assembly, bringing the original complaint to the Assembly for its
adjudication (BD IX:5).  Mr. Jerrell, as a member of the Presbytery of Michigan and Ontario,
recused himself from consideration of the complaint in the committee (BD IX:4).  The
Assembly, if it determines to consider the case, may sustain, deny, or remand to the presbytery
the complaint (BD IX:6).

B. CHRONOLOGY

The following chronology was received from the Clerk pro tem of the Session of
Providence OPC, Royal Oak, MI, slightly edited.

1. May 25, 2004 At a meeting of the Providence OPC session, Mr. Carson
voices some concerns to the Providence OPC session.  The session urges him to document
his concerns in order to bring the matter to resolution.  (Minutes, 11/16/2004)

2. June 30, 2004 At a meeting of the Providence OPC session, Mr. Carson
informs the session that he does not wish to document his concerns.  (Minutes, 11/16/2004)

[this matter was then considered closed]

3. September 14, 2004 At a meeting of the Providence OPC session, Mr. Carson

voices a new concern and it is discussed.  (Minutes, 11/16/2004)
4. November 2, 2004 Mr. Carson identifies new concerns with Providence at

dinner with Mr. Michael Roberts, ruling elder, Providence OPC.  (Minutes, 11/16/2004)



205Appendix

5. November 16, 2004 At a meeting of the Providence OPC session, Mr.
Roberts raises Mr. Carson’s concerns on his behalf.  The session again urges Mr. Carson to
document his concerns for the session, “for their scriptural basis and resolution.”  (Minutes,
11/16/2004)

6. November 21, 2004 After church on Sunday evening, Mr. Carson
informs the session that he no longer desires to attend Providence OPC, and will soon
request a transfer to another congregation.  The session continues to request Mr. Carson to
provide documentation for his concerns.

[After this date, Mr. Carson no longer attends Providence OPC.]
7. November 24, 2004 In an email to Mr. Roberts, Mr. Carson informs

the session that he is working on documenting his concerns.  (Mr. Carson to Mr. Roberts,
11/24/2004)

8. November 30, 2004 At a meeting of the Providence OPC session, Mr.
Carson resigns from the session.  (Minutes, 11/30/2004)

9. December 14, 2005 Mr. Carson submits a 46 page letter to the session,
documenting his concerns.

10. January 4, 2005 Mr. Carson requests a  letter of transfer to Covenant
OPC in London, Ontario, for himself and his family.

11. January 18, 2005
1) The session of Providence OPC prepares a response to Mr. Carson’s 46 page

letter.
2) The session denies Mr. Carson’s letter of transfer, on the grounds that “The

Providence Session has observed chargeable offenses in Elder Carson’s
behavior and intends to file formal charges in the event that reconciliation
with the Session is not achieved.”  (Minutes, 1/18/2005)

3) In its letter, the session “requires” Mr. Carson to meet with the session in
order to “resolve matters of offense.”  (Letter to Mr. Carson, 1/18/2005)

4) The session writes a letter to Covenant OPC explaining their reason for denying
a letter of transfer “at this time.”  (Letter to Covenant Session, 1/18/2005)

12. January 27, 2005 Mr. Carson files his complaint with the session,
complaining against their decision to deny the transfer.  (Complaint, 1/27/2005)  (Committee
note: The complaint is dated January 26, 2005.)

13. January 29, 2005 After conferring by email, the session of Providence
replies to Mr. Carson, denying that they have erred in refusing to transfer him at this time.
(Letter to Mr. Carson, 1/29/2005; cf. Minutes, 2/1/2005)

14. January 31, 2005 Mr. Carson files his notice of his intention to appeal to
the presbytery.

15. February 1, 2005 The session of Providence OPC judges that the
complaint is out of order because Mr. Carson 1) made no attempt to contact the session
before entering his complaint, and 2) rejected the Session’s direction to meet in order to
resolve the issues of offense and possible sin he committed.  (Minutes, 2/1/2005)

16. May 20, 2005 Committee note: The Presbytery of Michigan and
Ontario considers and sustains Mr. Carson’s complaint on appeal and requires the session
to grant the letter of transfer (cf. the communication from the Presbytery of Michigan and
Ontario, May 23, 2005)

17. May 23, 2005 Committee note: The session of Providence OPC appeals
to the General Assembly, by e-mail and Federal Express.

C. OBSERVATIONS
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The appeal comes to the General Assembly well after the date for submission of
appeals and complaints provided in Standing Rules V:12 (six weeks prior to the Assembly),
due to the date of the meeting of the presbytery (May 20), the first meeting of the presbytery
after the date of the action against which the complaint is made.  All parties appear to have
acted expeditiously in forwarding relevant materials.  The Assembly will first need to
determine if the complaint on appeal is properly before the Assembly due to timeliness.  If
it is not, the whole matter will presumably be forwarded to next year’s Assembly.

No amends are sought in any of the documentation in the hands of the Committee,
but it is apparent that sustaining the complaint would require the session to grant the letter
of transfer; denial of the complaint would put the matter in the hands of the session, to
proceed according to their discretion; remanding would place the matter in the hands of the
presbytery with whatever direction the Assembly provides.

The complaint offers five grounds for the complaint.
The appeal of the session provides six reasons for denying the complaint, in addition

to the four reasons given to the presbytery in the session’s “response” (dated April 30,
2005) to the five grounds of the complaint.

The committee reminds the Assembly that should the Assembly consider the case, it
will be adjudicating the original complaint.

D. RECOMMENDATION

That Standing Rule V.12 be suspended and the complaint of January 6, 2005 be found
in order and properly before the Assembly.
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PENSIONS

SYNOPSIS
I PENSIONS AND INSURANCE

A. Investment Policies
B. Investment Results

C. Term Life Insurance

D. Eligibility and Participation
E. Benefits

II PENSION SUPPLEMENT FUND
A. Eligibility and Participation
B. Contributions from Churches
C. Benefits
D. Summary Financial Report

III VOLUNTARY TERM LIFE INSURANCE
A. Premiums and Eligibility
B. Coverage
C. Enrollment
D. Change In Insurance Carrier

IV HOSPITALIZATION
A. Description of Plan
B. Eligibility and Participation
C. Financial Summary
D. Benefits of Participation in the Plan

V ADMINISTRATION
A. Committee Members
B. Officers
C. Executive Committee
D. Staff

VI RECOMMENDATION
VII ELECTIONS
VIII AUDIT REPORTS

The primary responsibility of the Committee on Pensions is to provide a retirement
plan for the ministers of The Orthodox Presbyterian Church.  The Committee also provides
health insurance and group life insurance plans for the ministers, officers and full-time
employees of the Church and their families.  Finally, the Committee makes supplemental
payments to certain ministers with inadequate pensions.  The Committee on Pensions
endeavors to assist the churches in providing for the health, welfare and retirement needs of
ordained officers and full-time employees of the Orthodox Presbyterian churches and
committees through these programs.  The Committee earnestly covets the prayers of the
Church as it labors in its task, sensing all too clearly “Unless the Lord builds the house, its
builders labor in vain”.

I PENSIONS AND INSURANCE

A. Investment Policies
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1. The investments of the Retirement Equity Fund are managed by two investment
managers:  Oppenheimer & Co., Inc., Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and Beacon Trust Co.,
Madison, New Jersey.  Both managers function under guidelines established by the
Committee.  Those guidelines state in part that the managers should select investments
with the optimal combination of quality and future growth prospects.  Equity investments
under the guidelines are restricted to a maximum of 65% of the total funds under their
management.

2. At the end of 2004 the investments of the fund were allocated as follows:

Money Market Funds 3.16%
Mutual Funds .24%
Corporate Bonds 5.32%
U.S. Governments and Agencies 24.46%
Common Stock 66.82%

B. Investment Results

1. The investment results for the year 2004 were greater than had been originally
anticipated, for which we are extremely grateful.  The results maintain the positive growth
mode of earlier years.

2. The net assets of the Fund at the end of the year amounted to $16,880,144.
There was a net gain of 6.69% ($1,058,356) for the year 2004.  The growth of the Fund over
the years is shown in the following:

December 31, 1964 $    12,288
December 31, 1974 462,808
December 31, 1984 1,925,689
December 31, 1994 6,958,012
December 31, 2004 16,880,144

3. At the end of 2004, each participant’s account was credited with 2.94%
income and with 6.29% in increased market value, resulting in a total credit of 9.23%.  The
investment results over specific periods is shown in the following:

Average annual percentage of gain - the last 5 years - 2.275%
Average annual percentage of gain - the last 10 years - 10.283%
Average annual percentage of gain - the last 15 years - 9.255%
Average annual percentage of gain - the last 20 years - 11.640%

C. Term Life Insurance

Included as part of the pension plan is $20,000 of term life insurance, which
remains in force until a participant retires and begins to receive pension payments.  The
annual premium for this coverage per individual for 2004 was $130.  This coverage is
underwritten by Union Central Life Insurance Company.

D. Eligibility and Participation



209Appendix

1. All ministers and permanent full-time employees of the Orthodox
Presbyterian Church or its congregations and organizations, including those serving in any
capacity and beyond the borders of the United States of America, shall be eligible for coverage
under this plan.  A minister shall be eligible upon his ordination or reception by the Orthodox
Presbyterian Church.  A non-ministerial employee shall be eligible upon being declared a
“permanent employee” by his employer.

2. At the end of 2004, the participants in the plan consisted of the following:

Participants Making Contributions 170
Participants Not Making Contributions 33
Retired - Drawing Pension 36
Surviving Spouses - Drawing Pension 17
Retired - Receiving Annuity 2

258

E. Benefits

1. During the year 2004, the following retirement payments were made:

Annuity payments - insurance companies $  2,997
Pension payments - Committee 457,741

The average pension payment by the Committee was $715 per month.
2. The Committee has designated for the calendar year 2005 that $1,000 per

month of pension distributions to an ordained member shall constitute a housing allowance,
provided, however, that such housing allowance is not to exceed the actual expenditures for
housing, utilities, maintenance, repairs, and other expenses related to providing a house.

II PENSION SUPPLEMENT FUND

A. Eligibility and Participation

Benefits from this fund are available to ministers (and their surviving spouses,
unless they remarry) who have at least 20 years of service in the Orthodox Presbyterian
Church, were at least 65 years of age prior to Januaryº1, 1988, and are receiving regular
pension payments from the Retirement Equity Fund.  At the end of 2004, there were 6
ministers and 14 surviving spouses receiving supplementary payments.

B. Contributions From Churches

For a period of five years (1989-1994) the Committee had not requested
contributions from the churches for this fund.  However, as a result of a decrease in earnings
in the fund, combined with the projected cost-of-living increases, the Committee had
requested contributions for the years 1995-2000.  The Committee is not requesting any
contributions for the year 2006.

C. Benefits
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1. During the year 2004, payments made to eligible participants were $190
per month.  Those participants whose regular pension accounts have been exhausted or who
are receiving commercial annuity payments purchased with their pension account monies
received $255 per month since they no longer benefit from the investment results of the
Retirement Equity Fund.

2. The pension supplement payments made to retired ministers were designated
as housing or rental allowances paid in recognition of, and as compensation for, their past
services.  These payments were not subject to federal income tax.

D. Summary Financial Report

1. Income and expense
The summary financial report of the Pension Supplement Fund for the year

2004 is as follows:

Balance - January 1, 2004 $ 207,779
Receipts

Contributions $  16,076
Interest 1,992
Dividends 8,065

Total Receipts  26,133

Disbursements

Pension supplements 52,532

Balance - December 31, 2004 $ 181,380

2. Investments
The assets of this Fund are invested primarily in money market funds, fixed

income mutual funds, and government securities.  The Fund also holds some equities which
were received as gifts to the Fund.

III VOLUNTARY TERM LIFE INSURANCE

A. Premiums and Eligibility

This plan, separate from the pension and hospitalization plans, is open to all
full-time church employees and ordained officers and their families.  The monthly premium
for individual and spouse is based on their ages, but is a fixed cost of $1.50 per month for
all children in a family under age 19, or age 25 if a full-time student.

B. Coverage

The maximum individual coverage available is as follows:

Participant $ 300,000
Spouse 50,000
Children 5,000
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C. Enrollment

The enrollment in the plan decreased during the year, and at the end of 2004 had
45 participants.  Total insurance in force at year end was as follows:

Participants $2,700,900
Spouses 950,000

D. Insurance Carrier

Since January 1, 2002, the coverage has been through Boston Mutual Life
Insurance Company.

IV HOSPITALIZATION

A. Description of the Plan
1. The plan is designed to provide medical benefits to participants and their

families, including hospitalization and prescription drug costs.  As of April 1, 1997, the
Committee added to the plan a network of medical providers.  This change was made to
keep the costs of medical care to Plan participants as competitive as possible while improving
the benefits at the same time.  In summary, if participants use the providers in the network,
the deductible is decreased, the co-pay is increased to 90%, and the maximum out-of-pocket
costs will be less.  Participants are still able to choose non-network providers, and the
benefits remain as before.  The revised plan design as of January 1, 2003 is as follows:

Network Non-Network

Individual / Family Individual / Family
DEDUCTIBLE

Medicare Primary $250 / $  750 $  250 / $  750
Other $500 / $1,500 $1,000 / $3,000

CO-INSURANCE

Medicare Primary 80% of $2,000 / $4,000 80% of $2,000 / $4,000
Other 90% of $5,000 / $10,000 80% of $5,000 / $10,000

MAXIMUM OUT OF POCKET

Medicare Primary $  650 / $1,550 $  650 / $1,550
Other $1,000 / $2,500 $2,000 / $5,000

Generic / Name Brand Generic / Name Brand

RX $5 / $25 $5 / $25

2. The plan is structured as a self-funded plan with stop-loss insurance policies
carried with an insurance company.  The plan is similar to what might be considered a
medical diaconal fund.  All of the participants contribute their quarterly payments, and
from these funds the Committee pays a third-party administrator to process, evaluate, and
pay the claims submitted.  In addition, premiums were paid to an insurance company to
insure the fund for individual claims that exceeded $50,000, and for total claims in a year
that exceeded $1,132,136 and $1,279,435 in 2004 and 2003, respectively.  The remaining
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funds are used to pay claims.  In effect, the experience of the participants’ claims and
increases in medical costs determine the level of premiums that need to be charged to the
individuals in the plan.

B. Eligibility and Participation

1. Those eligible for inclusion in the plan are ministers, ruling elders, deacons,

licentiates of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, and full-time (an average of 30 hours per

week) employees of the churches and denominational agencies.  Also eligible are full-time

teachers in Christian schools that are associated with the Orthodox Presbyterian Church.

2. Participants and their dependents who enroll within 30 days after becoming
eligible will be entitled to immediate coverage.  Those who do not enroll within the 30-day
eligibility period will be required to wait for an open enrollment date that is designated by
the Committee.  The 30-day eligibility period begins from the date of employment, licensure,
ordination, or installation in a position or office which would entitle a person to participate
in the plan.  The open enrollment dates designated by the Committee are January 1 and July
1 of each year.

3. At the end of 2004, the enrollment in the plan was as follows:

Elders/

  Total Ministers  Deacons Employees

Single Individuals 10 9 - 1
Family Group 110 104 6 -
Surviving Spouses 6 6 - -

126 119 6 1

C. Financial Summary

1. The year 2004 continued the positive income results of the prior three years
and ended with a year-end reserve in the amount of $685,042.  This reserve is the result of
the contributions of the churches to eliminate the prior deficit and accumulate a reserve,
together with the efforts to bring the premiums to a level to cover the claims and expenses.
The Committee is not requesting any contributions from the churches for the year 2006.

2. The Committee in its March 2004 meeting, after reviewing the continuing
improvement in the plan, issued a credit to all participants in the amount of 25% of their
monthly premium.

At its March 2005 meeting the Committee added another category to its
rate structure, namely Husband and Wife, at a rate 15% less than the Family rate.

3. A regional rate structure is used for the plan in order to reflect costs and
competitive rates in the various parts of the country.  The regions were those set up by one
of the major insurance companies.  The regions established were as follows:

Region 1:  AK, CA, CT, FL, HI, IL, KS, MA, NV, NJ, NY, PA, RI, TN
Region 2:  AL, AR, AZ, CO, DE, GA, IN, MI, MO, MT, NB, ND, OH, OK,

SD, TX, VA, WV, WY
Region 3:  IA, ID, KY, LA, MD, ME, MN, MS, NH, NM, NC, OR, SC, UT,

VT, WA, WI

The monthly rates by category and region are as follows:
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Category Region 1 Region 2 Region 3

Single Individual $ 403 $ 363 $ 324
Husband and Wife 834 801 751
Family Group 981 942 883
Special 65 - Single 304 304 304
Special 65 - Husband and Wife 539 539 539
Single (65) & Dependent (under 65) 707 667 628

The above rates are those in effect as of May 1, 2005.

D. Benefits of Participation in the Plan

The Committee regularly receives requests for information about the plan from
those seeking medical coverage.  In most cases, the decision about participation is made
largely on the current cost factor.  There are, however, important benefits to be considered
other than cost.

1. Mobility of Ministers.  A very important and beneficial feature of our plan
is that ministers in the plan, unlike those in a local or regional plan, can move from one part
of the country to another without having to change their coverage.  If an individual leaves
the plan and obtains coverage under a local or regional plan, he must, when he moves to
another area, start anew with another insurer, subject to premiums which are available in

that area.

2. Many policies, particularly those issued on an individual basis, are cost-
rated based on age of the participant.  The denominational plan maintains the same premium
cost regardless of the age of the participant.

3. As more individuals enroll in the plan, particularly younger men, the rates
and the benefits in the plan will show more stability because of the nature of the plan itself.

4. As participants in the plan reach retirement, they are able to continue the
same benefits they have enjoyed, with a reduced rate, under Special-65 coverage, including
the prescription drug card.  This is not available to anyone who has not been covered by the
Plan prior to retirement.

5. The plan is more reliable than diaconal pools designed as contributions for
the payment of eligible expenses incurred by other members (or subscribers).  Such diaconal
pools normally need to increase contributions as their census matures, or delay the payment
of “benefits” for several months.  Furthermore, except to the extent the benefits are covered
by an insurance program, they are not guaranteed.

V ADMINISTRATION

A. Committee Members

Class of 2007:

Minister:  Darren S. Thole
Ruling Elders:  Robert M. Meeker, William C. Redington

Class of 2006:

Minister:  Robert L. Broline, Jr.
Ruling Elders:  Roger W. Huibregtse, Bruce A. Stahl
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Class of 2005:

Minister:  Douglas A. Watson
Ruling Elders:  Garret A. Hoogerhyde, Stephen R. Leavitt

B. Officers

President:  Roger W. Huibregtse
Vice President:  Douglas A. Watson
Secretary:  Robert M. Meeker
Treasurer:  Garret A. Hoogerhyde

C. Executive Committee:  Garret A. Hoogerhyde, Roger W. Huibregtse (Chairman),
Robert M. Meeker, and Douglas A. Watson

D. Staff:  Administrative Assistant - Kathleen Kline

VI RECOMMENDATION

The Committee recommends that the 72nd General Assembly amend the Pension and
Insurance Plan of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church as follows:

A. Article I.A. be amended as shown:

Description.  This Plan is composed of two parts:
1. A Life Insurance Program which will provide group term insurance for

each participant from time of entry until the end of the policy year during which he reaches
age 65 70 or withdraws from the Plan, whichever is earlier, with waiver of premium in the
event of total and permanent disability.  The amount of insurance in effect for a given
calendar year shall be $20,000 that provided in the following schedule:

1973 and 1974 $13,000
1975  14,000
1976  15,000
1977  16,000
1978  17,000
1979  18,000
1980  19,000
1981 and thereafter  20,000

B. Article I.H.1.  Withdrawal From the Plan-Vested Interest be amended as shown:

Withdrawal from the Plan - Vested Interest.
1. Participants who cease to be members or employees of the Orthodox

Presbyterian Church must withdraw from the Plan.  Upon withdrawal, the participant shall
receive his vested interest in the Retirement Equity Fund determined as follows:

a. Prior to the fifth anniversary of his participation in this Plan, or in the
Predecessor Plan if applicable, his vested interest in his share of the Retirement Equity
Fund shall be the sum of:

(1) A percentage of the portion of his share in the Retirement Equity
Fund which is not attributable to any voluntary contributions he has made corresponding to
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the percentage of all payments to such share (except any voluntary contributions) represented
by his required contributions; plus

(2) The portion of his share which is attributable to any voluntary
contributions he has made.

a. b. Upon subsequent anniversaries of his participation in either Plan,
His vested interest in his share of the Retirement Equity Fund shall be the sum of:

(1) A percentage of the portion of his share of the Retirement Equity
Fund which is not attributable to any voluntary contributions he has made equal to the
larger of a percentage determined under a. (1) above on the basis of his required contributions
or the following percentages:

Anniversary Percentage
5th 50%
8th 75%
10th 100%
1st 15%

2nd 30%

3rd 45%

4th 60%

5th 75%

6th 90%

7th 100%

plus
(2) The portion of his share which is attributable to any voluntary

contributions he has made.

b. c. The interest of a totally and permanently disabled participant shall
be fully vested.

VII ELECTIONS

The terms of the class of 2005 expire with this Assembly.  The Standing Rules of the
Assembly provide that each class of the Committee shall include at least one minister and
at least one ruling elder.

VIII AUDIT REPORTS

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT

Committee on Pensions
Orthodox Presbyterian Church
Pension Fund

I have audited the accompanying statement of net assets available for plan
benefits of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church Pension Fund (the “Plan”) as of
December 31, 2004 and 2003, and the related statements of changes in net assets
available for plan benefits for the years then ended.  These financial statements
are the responsibility of the Plan’s management.  My responsibility is to express
an opinion on these financial statements based on my audit.
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I conducted my audit in accordance with auditing standards generally
accepted in the United States of America.  Those standards require that I plan
and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial
statements are free of material misstatement.  An audit includes examining, on
a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial
statements.  An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and
significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall
financial statement presentation.  I believe that my audit provides a reasonable
basis for my opinion.

In my opinion, the financial statements referred to above present fairly, in
all material respects, the net assets available for plan benefits of the Orthodox
Presbyterian Church Pension Fund at December 31, 2004 and 2003 and the
changes in net assets available for plan benefits for the years then ended, in
conformity with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States
of America.

My audit was made for the purpose of forming an opinion on the basic
financial statements taken as a whole.  Schedule I, Assets Held for Investment
as of December 31, 2004, is presented for purposes of additional information
and is not a required part of the basic financial statements.  Such information
has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the basic
financial statements and, in my opinion, is fairly stated in all material respects
in relation to the basic financial statements taken as a whole.

Raymond J. Van Grouw, CPA
North Haledon, NJ
March 18, 2005

ORTHODOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
PENSION FUND

STATEMENT OF NET ASSETS AVAILABLE FOR PLAN BENEFITS

12/31/2004 12/31/2003

Assets

Investments at fair value:
Money market funds $ 527,013 $ 503,336
Mutual fund 39,427 39,278
Corporate bonds 888,160 1,141,290
Common stocks 11,157,221 9,445,126
U.S. Government securities    4,085,749    4,473,774

Total investments 16,697,570 15,602,804
Accrued interest and dividends receivable 47,180 57,098
Miscellaneous receivable 155
Cash in interest-bearing accounts 139,395 167,769
Total assets 16,884,145 15,827,826

Liabilities and Net Assets Available for Benefits

Accrued expenses 3,936 3,203
Deferred income 65
Due Hospitalization trust 2,835
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Total liabilities 4,001 6,038

Assets in Excess of Liabilities

 available for plan benefits $ 16,880,144 $ 15,821,788

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements.

ORTHODOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
PENSION FUND

STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN NET ASSETS AVAILABLE FOR PLAN BENEFITS

12/31/2004 12/31/2003

Investment income:

Net unrealized appreciation (depreciation)
in fair value of investments $  941,606 $  1,158,021

Realized gain (loss) on sale of investments 70,653 85,755
Net investment income 280,608 306,058
Dividends 212,581 178,707
Total Investment income 1,505,448 1,728,541

Investment expenses 40,323 36,709

1,465,125 1,691,832

Contributions:

Employer 532,845 542,187
Employee 31,406 55,000
Total Contributions 564,251 597,187

Other additions:

Transfer from supplemental fund 52,455 51,900
Total Additions 2,081,831 2,340,919

Deductions from assets attributable to:

Premiums on life insurance 24,897 24,233
Pension distributions 457,741 485,990
Supplemental pension 52,455 51,900
Lump sum withdrawals 437,660 19,933
Administrative expenses 50,722 50,264
Total Deductions 1,023,475 632,320

Net increase (decrease) in net assets

available for plan benefits 1,058,356 1,708,599

Assets in excess of Liabilities

available for plan benefits, beginning   15,821,788   14,113,189

Assets in excess of Liabilities

available for plan benefits, ending $ 16,880,144 $ 15,821,788
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The accompanying notes are an integral part of the financial statements.

ORTHODOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
PENSION FUND

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
DECEMBER 31, 2004

Note 1 - Description of the Plan

The following is a brief description of the Pension Fund.  Participants should refer to
the Plan agreement for a more complete discussion.

The Pension Fund is a defined contribution plan which was created to provide term
life insurance during the period of eligibility and retirement benefits at age sixty-five (65)
for the Church’s ordained ministers, its permanent, full-time employees, and the permanent,
full-time employees of the congregations or organizations thereof.  The normal retirement
benefit is based on participant’s equity in the Pension Fund at the time of retirement and on
income option selected.  The Pension Fund also provides death benefits.  Participants’
contributions are limited to a percentage of their annual compensation, which is determined
by the individual congregations.  The current recommended percentage is 6%.  The
participating churches generally make contributions, and allowances are given to individuals
to make voluntary contributions on their own.

Key provisions of the Plan are:

Eligibility for coverage
All ordained ministers and all permanent, full-time employees of the Orthodox

Presbyterian Church or of any congregation or organization of the Church are eligible
to participate.  Ministers are eligible to participate upon ordination.  Non-ministerial
employees are eligible to participate upon being declared a “permanent employee” by
their employers.
Normal retirement date

The normal retirement date is the first day of the month following the participant’s
65th birthday.  The retirement date is not mandatory.
Vesting

The vested interest of participants who leave the Plan after the fifth anniversary
of their participation will not be less than the following percentages of the total equity
in their account:

Years of Service Percentage

5-7 50%
8-9 75%

10 and over 100%

Participants who leave the Plan before the fifth anniversary of their participation in
the Plan receive a percentage of their total equity in the Pension Fund corresponding
to a share of the total contribution made to the Pension Fund by them personally.
Normal form of pension

The normal form of retirement benefits is a life-time annuity which is guaranteed
for at least ten years.
Optional forms of pension available

Participants may elect any option acceptable to the Plan Committee.
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Note 2 - Significant Accounting Policies

The financial statements of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church Pension Fund (the
“Pension Fund” or the “Plan”) are maintained on the accrual basis of accounting.

Marketable securities are stated at current fair value, as determined by the quoted
market prices on the last business day of the year.  The change in the difference between
current fair market value and the cost of such securities is reflected in the statement of
changes in net assets available for Plan benefits as unrealized appreciation or depreciation
in the current fair market value of marketable securities.

Securities transactions are recorded on a trade-date basis.  Interest income is accrued
as earned and dividends are recorded on the ex-dividend date.

Benefit payments to participants are recorded upon distribution.
The preparation of financial statements in conformity with accounting principles

generally accepted in the United States of America requires management to make estimates
and assumptions that affect the reported amounts of assets and liabilities and disclosure of
contingent assets and liabilities at the date of the financial statements and the reported
amounts of revenues and expenses during the reporting period.  Actual results could differ
from those estimates.

Note 3 - Investments

Investment securities consist of the following:

12/31/2004 12/31/2003

Fair Fair

Cost Value Cost Value

Money market funds $   527,013 $   527,013 $   503,336 $   503,336
Marketable securities:

Mutual fund 40,930 39,427 39,795 39,278
Corporate bonds 878,426 888,160 1,095,037 1,141,290
Common stocks 7,185,196 11,157,221 6,443,992 9,445,126
U.S. Gov’t securities 3,990,534 4,085,749 4,246,043 4,473,774

Total marketable securities 12,095,086 16,170,557 11,824,867 15,099,468
Total Investments $12,622,099 $16,697,570 $12,328,203 $15,602,804

The unrealized appreciation or (depreciation) of the Plan’s investment securities is
summarized below:

12/31/2004 12/312003

Mutual funds $  (986)
$  (541)
Corporate bonds (29,710) (137)
Common stock 1,070,685 1,266,248
U.S. Government securities (98,383) (107,549)

$  941,605 $1,158,021

Note 4 - Income Tax Status

The Plan has qualified under the applicable sections of the Internal Revenue Code
and, therefore, is not subject to tax under present income tax laws.
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Note 5 - Party in Interest

The accounting firm of Baker & Hoogerhyde LLC, CPA’s received fees of $40,800
and $39,600 respectively for the accounting and administration of the Plan for each of the
years ended December 31, 2004 and 2003.

Note 6 - Plan Termination

Although it has not expressed any interest to do so, the Trust has the right under the
Plan to terminate the Plan.  In the event of Plan termination, participants will become 100%
vested in their accounts.

Note 7 - Concentration of Risk

The Plan’s investments include a mutual fund, corporate bonds, common stocks and
U.S. Government securities.  Such investments are subject to market risk.

ORTHODOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
PENSION FUND

SCHEDULES OF ASSETS HELD FOR INVESTMENT
DECEMBER 31, 2004

Par Value Investments Fair Cost Value

U.S. GOVERNMENT SECURITIES

30,000 U.S. Treasury Note, 4.75%, due 11/15/08 $  30,263 $  31,421

45,000 U.S. Treasury Note, 3.25%, due 08/15/08 44,965 44,791

63,000 U.S. Treasury Note, 6.50%, due 02/15/10 64,398 71,325

68,000 FHLM, 4.25%, due 07/15/09 69,462 69,190

80,000 U.S. Treasury Note, 6.50%, due 8/15/05 84,475 81,947

85,000 U.S. Treasury Note, 3.25%, due 08/15/07 86,499 85,126

100,000 GNMA Number 214712 1,400 1,565

100,000 U.S. Treasury Strip, due 08/15/05 96,368 98,492

100,000 U.S. Treasury Strip, due 11/15/05 94,923 97,702

100,000 FHLM, 3.125%, due 11/26/07 100,000 98,969

100,000 FHLM, 3.50%, due 09/15/07 101,490 100,281

100,000 FNMA, 5.35%, due 03/18/09 100,000 100,563

100,000 FNLM, 4.00%, due 12/15/09 100,000 99,554

100,000 FHLM, 4.15%, due 11/15/10 100,000 99,901

100,000 FNMA, 4.50%, due 11/19/10 100,000 99,969

100,000 FNMA, 4.50%, due 06/17/11 100,000 99,625

100,000 Freddie Mac, 5.00%, due 12/15/11 100,000 100,577

100,000 FNMA, 4.50%, due 08/20/12 100,000 99,094

100,000 FNMA, 5.625%, due 02/28/12 99,000 103,375

100,000 Freddie Mac, 4.35%, due 06/03/13 99,750 98,183

100,000 FHLM, 5.00%, due 12/15/13 100,000 100,006

100,000 FNMA, 5.00%, due 11/19/13 100,000 100,031

100,000 Freddie Mac, 5.125%, due 03/10/14 100,000 100,236

116,000 FHLM, 5.75%, due 03/15/09 118,376 124,990

133,000 U.S. Treasury Note, 2.00%, due 01/31/06 133,166 131,722
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173,000 U.S. Treasury Note, 6.50%, due 05/15/05 174,075 175,528

200,000 U.S. Treasury Strip, due 05/15/05 194,916 198,306

200,000 U.S. Treasury Strip, due 08/15/06 179,305 190,782

200,000 U.S. Treasury Strip, due 11/15/06 178,676 189,048

200,000 U.S. Treasury Strip, due 02/15/07 174,494 187,510

200,000 U.S. Treasury Strip, due 05/15/07 171,876 185,826

200,000 U.S. Treasury Strip, due 02/15/08 166,366 180,826

224,000 FNMA, 6.00%, due 05/15/08 225,963 241,010

300,000 U.S. Treasury, 2.50%, due 05/31/06 300,328 298,278

Total 3,990,534 4,085,749

Securities

CORPORATE BONDS

45,000 SBC Communications, 5.75%, due 05/02/06 46,757 46,443
85,000 Citicorp, 7.125%, due 05/15/06 88,493 89,487
85,000 General Electric Capital Credit, 6.50%, due 12/10/07 88,000 91,593
85,000 General Motors Corp., 6.75%, due 01/15/06 88,822 87,200
85,000 Household Finance Corp., 7.875%, due 03/01/07 86,192 92,495
89,000 Morgan Stanley Group, 6.10%, due 04/15/06 90,082 92,156
125,000 IBM Corp., 5.375%, due 02/01/09 129,760 132,259
125,000 Proctor and Gamble, 4.75%, due 06/15/07 129,720 128,623
125,000 Wal-mart Stores, 4.375%, due 07/12/07 130,600 127,904

Total Corporate Bonds 878,426 888,160

Number Fair

of Shares Investments Cost  Value

COMMON STOCKS

1,200 Alcon Inc. 51,907 96,720
1,080 American Electric Power 14,310 37,087
2,506 American Int’l Group 20,715 164,569
1,700 Amgen Inc. 96,435 109,055
4,000 Anadarko Petroleum 179,614 259,240
5,000 Aqua America Inc. 95,853 122,950
4,000 Aramark Corp. 103,075 106,040
2,000 Bank of America Corp. 72,192 93,980
7,160 Bellsouth Corporation 55,248 198,976
3,000 Boeing Co. 133,058 155,310
4,500 Bristol Myers Squibb Co. 55,863 115,290
4,498 B.P. Amoco 86,014 262,683
4,500 Cendant Corp. 103,309 105,210
2,000 Chubb Corp. 145,631 153,800
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2,500 Cincinnati Financial Grp. 95,728 110,650
6,500 Cisco Systems Inc. 167,129 125,550
3,000 Comcast Corp. 79,097 99,840
2,000 Computer Sciences Corp. 87,983 112,740
2,100 Cooper Cameron Corp. 93,230 113,001
1,900 Dell 53,928 80,066
14,000 Duff & Phelps Util. Inc. 155,966 166,880
2,500 Dupont E.I. De Nemours 113,017 122,625
8,520 Exxon Mobil 100,147 436,735
2,400 First Data Corp. 98,220 102,096
662 Freescale Semiconductor 6,443 12,154
1,200 Gannett Co. Inc. 93,986 98,040
1,100 General Dynamics Corp. 89,477 115,060
9,000 General Electric 75,233 328,500
3,000 Gillette, Co. 106,098 134,340
2,500 Int’l Business Mach. Corp. 46,118 246,450
2,500 Intuit 105,294 110,025
2,300 JM Smucker Co. 97,916 108,261
8,000 Johnson & Johnson 168,541 507,360
2,000 Kimberly Clark Corp. 117,603 131,620
2,500 Lauder Estee Cos, Inc. 103,006 114,425
2,000 Lowes Corporation 89,501 115,180
4,500 Lucent Technologies 31,541 16,920
2,500 Marshall & Ilsley Corp. 83,324 110,500
3,000 Masco Corp. 107,430 109,590
2,600 McGraw Hill 158,193 238,004
3,000 Meadwestvaco Corp. 101,448 101,670
422 Medco Health Solutions 3,121 17,555
2,500 Medtronics 126,454 124,175
3,500 Merck & Co., Inc. 54,890 112,490
1,800 Mercury General Corp. 83,375 107,856
2,000 Meredith Corp. 95,114 108,400
6,000 Microsoft Corp. 176,617 160,320
6,400 Morgan (J.P.) & Co. Inc. 47,691 249,664
6,000 Motorola Inc. 54,923 103,200
60 Neenah Paper, Inc. 2,012 1,956
4,000 Nestles Sponsored ADR 75,349 261,632
4,000 Norfolk & Southern 79,862 144,760
4,000 Pactiv Corp. 87,220 101,160
4,000 Pall Corp. 97,376 115,800
3,000 Pepsico, Inc. 126,857 156,600
4,000 Pfizer, Inc. 149,395 107,560
3,100 Principal Financial Group 92,693 126,914
2,000 Proctor & Gamble 93,252 110,160
4,000 PNC Bank Corp. 81,141 229,760
5,500 Royal Dutch Petroleum 61,721 315,590
3,700 Schlumberger Ltd. 201,844 247,715
4,700 Sunguard Data Systems 114,640 133,152
6,000 Sysco Corp. 185,230 229,020
2,000 T. Rowe Price Group 79,602 124,400
4,000 TJX Cos, Inc. 95,535 100,520
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1,750 TXU Corp. 48,631 112,980
3,000 Thermo-Electron Corp. 71,573 90,570

3,000 Time Warner 138,847 58,350
2,700 3M Co. 195,952 221,589
1,500 United Tech’s Corp. 96,591 155,025
5,600 Verizon Communications 87,308 226,856
3,000 Viacom 119,320 109,170
3,000 Walgreen Co. 111,190 115,110
1,100 Wellpoint Inc. 70,205 126,500
3,000 Wilmington Trust Corp. 94,440 108,450
5,000 Wyeth 18,397 212,950
1,000 Zimmer Holdings, Inc. 28,007 80,120

Total Common Stocks 7,185,196 11,157,221

MUTUAL FUND

3,233 Dreyfus Short - Intermediate Government Fund 40,930 39,427

MONEY MARKET FUNDS

82,894 Dreyfus Liquid Assets 83,489 83,489
292,595 Gov’t Cash Series 385,795 385,795
127,879 Temporary Invest Fund 57,728 57,728

Total Money Market Funds 527,012 527,012

TOTAL INVESTMENTS 12,622,098 16,697,569

Independent Auditors’ Report

Committee on Pensions
Orthodox Presbyterian Church
Hospitalization Trust

I have audited the accompanying statement of net assets available for plan benefits of
the Orthodox Presbyterian Church Hospitalization Trust as of Decemberº31, 2004 and 2003,
and the related statement of changes in net assets available for plan benefits for the years
then ended.  These financial statements are the responsibility of the Trust’s management.
My responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements based on my audit.

I conducted my audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the
United States of America.  Those standards require that I plan and perform the audit to
obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material
misstatement.  An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts
and disclosures in the financial statements.  An audit also includes assessing the accounting
principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the
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overall financial statement presentation.  I believe that my audit provides a reasonable basis
for my opinion.

In my opinion, the financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material
respects, the net assets available for plan benefits of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church
Hospitalization Trust as of December 31, 2004 and 2003, and the changes in net assets
available for the years then ended in conformity with accounting principles generally accepted
in the United States of America.

Raymond J. Van Grouw, CPA

North Haledon, New Jersey
March 18, 2005

ORTHODOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
HOSPITALIZATION TRUST

STATEMENT OF NET ASSETS AVAILABLE FOR PLAN BENEFITS

12/31/2004 12/31/2003

Assets

Cash and cash equivalents $  525,948 $  710,792
Accrued interest receivable 3,221 -
Accounts receivable 19,908 21,780
Government securities 399,750 -
Deferred charges 1,402 -
Total assets 950,229 732,572

Liabilities and Net Assets Available for Plan Benefits

Claims payable 165,593 195,989
Premiums collected in advance     99,594     90,805
Total liabilities    265,187    286,794

Assets in excess of liabilities

 available for plan benefits $  685,042 $  445,778

The accompanying notes are an integral part of the financial statements.

ORTHODOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
HOSPITALIZATION TRUST

STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN NET ASSETS AVAILABLE FOR PLAN BENEFITS

2004 2003

Revenue:

Premiums - members $1,242,619 $1,197,263
Service charges 542 572
Investment income 11,899 4,810
Reserve contributions 130,845 112,321
Premium subsidy - 75,000
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Total revenue  1,385,905  1,389,966

Expenses:

Claims paid and incurred 858,423 760,894
Premiums - insurance companies 224,583 212,454
Trust administration fees 61,354 56,910
General and administrative expenses 2,281 2,291
Total expenses  1,146,641  1,032,549

Excess of revenue over expenses 239,264 357,417

Assets in excess of liabilities

 available for plan benefits, beginning 445,778 88,361

Assets in excess of liabilities

 available for plan benefits, ending $  685,042 $  445,778

The accompanying notes are an integral part of the financial statements.

ORTHODOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
HOSPITALIZATION TRUST

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
DECEMBER 31, 2004

Note 1 - Description of the Plan

The Hospitalization Trust, which is administered by Trustees elected by the General
Assembly of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, was established as a funding vehicle for
designated welfare benefit plans maintained by the Church for its employees.

All employees of the Church who meet the eligibility requirements of the Health and
Welfare Benefit Plans may participate in the Plan.

Note 2 - Nature of Operations and Significant Accounting Policies

The Welfare Benefits Funding Plan for Employees of the Orthodox Presbyterian
Church, Inc. (the “Hospitalization Trust” or “Trust”) was established on Julyº1, 1984 when
the Church’s prior hospitalization plan was terminated.

The Trust uses the accrual method of accounting.
The Trust considers money market accounts to be cash equivalents.
The preparation of financial statements in conformity with accounting principles

generally accepted in the United States of America requires management to make estimates
and assumptions that affect the reported amounts of assets and liabilities and disclosure of
contingent assets and liabilities at the date of the financial statements and the reported
amounts of revenue and expenses during the reporting period.  Actual results could differ
from those estimates.

Note 3 - Party in Interest

The accounting firm of Baker & Hoogerhyde LLC, CPA’s received management fees
of $13,200 and $7,200 respectively for the accounting and administration of the
Hospitalization Plan during each of the years ended December 31, 2004 and 2003.
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Note 4 - Tax Status

The Trust is exempt from federal income taxes under Section 501(c)(9) of the U.S.
Internal Revenue Code as a voluntary employees’ beneficiary association.
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON COORDINATION

SYNOPSIS

I PURPOSE
II OPERATION

A. Membership
B. Officers
C. Standing Subcommittees
D. Meetings

III ACCOMPLISHMENTS
A. Worldwide Outreach Program
B. Coordinated Promotional Effort
C. Administrative
D. Estate and Gift Design Policy Guidelines

IV ITEMS TO BE REPORTED TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
Paragraph E.4.o. of the Assembly’s Instruments

V 2006 BUDGET FOR THE COMMITTEE
VI RECOMMENDATIONS
VII ELECTIONS

APPENDIX

I PURPOSE

The purposes of the Committee are to recommend to the General Assembly a combined
budget for the three program committees (Christians Education, Foreign Missions, and
Home Missions and Church Extension) for the succeeding year so as to help the church
maximize the use of its resources for the fulfillment of its tasks, to support the ministry of
the pastors and sessions in their responsibility to teach and encourage the practice of biblical
stewardship in the church, to help coordinate the promotion of the work of the three program
committees in the development of support for their work.

II OPERATION

A. Membership
1. Elected by the General Assembly

a. Class of 2005
(1) Ruling Elder Paul H. Tavares
(2) The Rev. Stephen L. Phillips

b. Class of 2006
(1) Ruling Elder Ted. A. Weber
(2) The Rev. James L. Bosgraf

c. Class of 2007
(1) Ruling Elder John D. Mazunik
(2) The Rev. Stephen D. Doe

2. Elected by the Program Committees
a. Christian Education – Ruling Elder John S. Deliyannides
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b. Foreign Missions – The Rev. Gary W. Davenport
c. Home Missions – Ruling Elder Garret A. Hoogerhyde

3. General Secretaries (ex officio)
a. Christian Education – The Rev. Danny E. Olinger
b. Foreign Missions – Ruling Elder Mark T. Bube
c. Home Missions – The Rev. Ross W. Graham

B. Officers
1. Chairman – The Rev. Stephen L. Phillips
2. Vice-Chairman – The Rev. Ross W. Graham
3. Secretary – Ruling Elder Paul H. Tavares
4. Treasurer – Ruling Elder Ted A. Weber

C. Standing Subcommittees

1. Administration

The Administration Subcommittee, consisting of Messrs. Doe, Mazunik
and Weber, is principally responsible for arranging for the orderly receiving and accounting
of funds for the program committees.

2. Promotional Guidelines and Stewardship Education
The Promotional Guidelines and Stewardship Education Subcommittee,

consisting of Messrs. Bosgraf, Phillips and Tavares, is principally responsible for approving
guidelines for promotion of the work of and developing support for the program committees,
developing and preparing programs to encourage the practices of good stewardship,
encouraging the procurement of support from individuals through both current and deferred
giving, and providing counsel, assistance and literature aimed at increasing the commitment
of each member of the Church in the use of his or her means, time and talents in the work of
Christ’s kingdom.

3. Program Review
The Program Review Subcommittee, consisting of Messrs. Davenport,

Deliyannides and Hoogerhyde, plus the three general secretaries, is principally responsible
for organizing the review of the program committees’ programs and budgets and preparing
a proposed Worldwide Outreach budget for the following year for the Committee’s approval.
The Chairman serves ex officio on all standing subcommittees.

D. Meetings
The Committee met three times since the last Assembly: June 7, 2004; November

29, 2004; and April 1 – 2, 2005.

III ACCOMPLISHMENTS

A. Worldwide Outreach Program
In 2004, the Church experienced a 1.3% increase in giving to Worldwide Outreach,

with total Worldwide Outreach receipts for the year up from $2,371,197 in 2003 to $2,402,960
in 2004. These 2004 receipts represented a shortfall of the approved 2004 budget of $22,040
by 0.91%.

The New Horizons magazine received its full budget amount of $220,000, while
the Committee on Coordination spent 93.2% of its $280,000 approved budget. The
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Committee on Christian Education received 98.9% of its approved budget; the Committee
on Foreign Missions received 100.6% of its approved budget; and the Committee on Home
Missions and Church Extension received 98.1% of its approved budget.

After prayerfully considering recent patterns of giving, the Committee is
recommending a total Worldwide Outreach program for 2006 of $2,652,000, (which
represents a 4% increase over the approved 2005 budget and 10.4% over 2004 actual receipts)
along with provision for a special offering to be taken in the spring for Foreign Missions
that would be considered outside the “cap”.

B. Coordinated Promotional Efforts
The Thank Offering is no longer the only coordinated promotional effort of the

three program committees. The quarterly publication called In Session is now being sent to
all ministers and elders in the OPC. The purpose of this publication is to promote and
provide instruction concerning the work of Worldwide Outreach. Work has continued on
the unified “look and feel” for literature being used by the various entities of the
denomination.

C. Administrative
Our Director of Finance and Planned Giving, Mr. David E. Haney, continues to

work full-time for the Committee. The Rev. Douglas A. Watson continues his service as
Staff Accountant. Mrs. Janet L. Giandomenico labors as Assistant to the Director of Finance,
and also serves as office manager for the three program committees.

D. Estate and Gift Design Policy Guidelines

The Committee submitted the proposed Estate and Gift Design Policy Guidelines
to the 66th (1999) General Assembly, indicating that it planned “to present them to the 67th

(2000) General Assembly for its approval before final adoption.” Work has continued on
this document, but the Committee is not yet prepared to present it for final adoption. It
continues to follow the guidelines in their provisional form.

IV ITEMS REQUIRED TO BE REPORTED TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Pursuant to paragraph E.4.o of the Instruments of the General Assembly, the Committee

on Coordination has granted its approval to the undertaking of the following special

relationships, which must be reported annually to the Assembly:

Field Missionary COC Meeting Relationship

Approved

CHINA (a) March 1995

November 2004

ERITREA
 (b) Falk June 2002

Wingard June 2002

HAITI Baugh November 2004

QUÉBEC Westerveld March 2001 (c)

  

Presbytery of New York and New England

A group of congregations in the Presbytery of the 
Midwest

Presbytery of the Midwest and Presbytery of the South 
Congregations in the Presbytery of Philadelphia and 
a group of congregations in the Presbytery of Michigan 
and Ontario
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UGANDA (a) Curto March 1995 Presbytery of the South and a group of congregations

in the Presbytery of Southern California

Okken March 2001 Congregation in the Presbytery of Southern California

and Presbytery of the Southwest

Prawius April 1997 (d) A group of congregations in the Presbytery of the

Midwest and a group of congregations in the

Presbytery of Michigan and Ontario

Proctor April 2004 Presbytery of the Northwest and Presbytery of the

Southeast

Tricarico November 2004 Presbytery of the Mid-Atlantic, Grace OPC, Vienna,

Virginia, and Presbytery of Northern California

Wright April 2000      Congregations in the Presbytery of New Jersey

Notes:

(a) The eligibility of the work in China and Uganda for special relationships described under

paragraph E.4.o of the Instruments of the General Assembly was extended by the 71st (2004)

General Assembly for no more than five years, 2005–2009 (Minutes, Articles 62–64, pages 17–

19).

(b) After a five-year interruption, the Committee resumed sending missionaries to reside in

Eritrea in July 2002.

(c) While Mr. Westerveld is not technically an OPC missionary, the 68th (2001) General

Assembly determined “that, notwithstanding the restricting provisions (“missionary” and “new

foreign missions work”) of E.4.o.(1) therein, the labors of the Rev. Bernard Westerveld, Jr.,

pursuant to the Committee on Foreign Missions’ Québec Project, be deemed eligible for the

special relationship described under paragraph E.4.o of the Instruments of the General Assembly”

(Minutes, Articles 64(2) and 65, pages 15–16).

(d) Originally approved for Kenya and later reassigned to Uganda.  See also Minutes of the

65th (1998) General Assembly, Articles 62(2) and 63, page 17.

V 2006 BUDGET FOR THE COMMITTEE

2004 2004 2005 2006

Actual Budget Budget Budget

Income

Worldwide Outreach 261,200 270,000 280,000 285,000

Interest 5,623 5,000 5,000 6,500

Administrative Fee 25,000 25,000 25,000 25,000

Other Income 235 500 1,000 1,000

Total Revenue 292,058 300,500 311,000 317,500
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Expenses

Staff Salaries 106,573 106,091 109,804 115,295

Housing Allowance 25,560 25,560 26,455 27,381

Staff Benefits 44,255 44,255 47,472 49,529

Planned Giving Program* 52,476 69,824 67,024 68,000

Staff Travel & Training 200 1,500 1,000 1,000

Office Rent 8,250 8,250 8,250 8,250

Telephone 3,929 1,500 2,500 3,500
Postage 5,218 3,000 4,000 4,000
Office Equipment/Maintenance 2,819 1,500 1,500 500
Copier/Office Expenses 4,987 6,000 6,000 5,500
Committee Meetings 5,643 6,000 6,000 6,000
Printed Material 699 1,000 750 750
Audit 7,800 9,500 8,500 8,500

Promotion (Thank Offering + In Session) 11,372 7,250 11,500 12,000

Computer Software Support/Upgrades 4,779 10,000 10,000 7,000
Miscellaneous 871 500 246 296
Total Expenses 285,430 301,730 311,000 317,500

Excess/(Deficiency) 6,628 -1,230 0 0

* Planned Giving Program

Staff 47,543 48,687 50,644 53,048

Travel & Expenses 2,561 10,000 7,645 5,000

Retainer Fee/Newsletter 1,000 7,034 4,000 5,000

Training 0 500 500 500

Printed Materials 210 1,000 1,746 1,746

Postage 111 500 500 500

Telephone 0 500 500 500

Legal Expenses 450 318 500 500

Promotion 0 500 500 500

Equipment/Software 600 500 300 300

Miscellaneous 0 285 189 406

Total 52,476 69,824 67,024 68,000
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VI RECOMMENDATIONS

1. The Committee recommends that the 72nd General Assembly approve the
following Worldwide Outreach program for 2006,

Committee COC
Requests Proposal

Christian Education 296,758 280,608 13.16%
Foreign Missions 990,000 947,606 44.45%
Home Missions    912,500    903,786    42.39%
Sub-total 2,199,258 2,132,000 100.0%

New Horizons 235,000 235,000
Coordination    285,000    285,000
Total Worldwide Outreach 2,719,258 2,652,000

Increase over 2005 approved budget 6.64% 4%

and that the Committee on Foreign Missions be granted permission to have a special offering
in the spring of 2006 and that paragraph E.4.i.(3) of the Instruments of the General Assembly
be suspended with respect to the proceeds of this offering so that the offering can be received
outside of the “cap”.

2. The Committee recommends that the 72nd General Assembly suspend the
Standing Rule for eligibility (Chapter 10), to permit Ruling Elder Paul H. Tavares to be
nominated to another three year term.

Grounds: It was reported to COC that the Committee on Financial Review has
expressed concern over the continuity of the General Assembly-elected members of the
COC, and this action would open the possibility for that continuity.

VII ELECTIONS

The terms of the Rev. Stephen L. Phillips and Ruling Elder Paul H. Tavares expire at
this assembly.  Under Standing Rule X.2.i., Mr. Phillips is eligible for re-election. Mr.
Tavares is not (See recommendation VI.2 above.).  This Assembly should elect one minister
and one ruling elder to the Class of 2008.
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Report of the Special Committee for Financial Review

SYNOPSIS

I MANDATE
II MEMBERSHIP
III MEETINGS
IV PROGRESS TOWARD MEETING MANDATE
V FINAL REPORT
VI BUDGET
VII GENERAL ASSEMBLY REPRESENTATIVES

I MANDATE

At the 71st (2004) General Assembly, the following motion was passed as it pertains
to the establishment of the Special Committee for Financial Review:

That, in light of the financial needs laid out by the Committee of Foreign Missions, Home

Missions and Christian Education in their reports to the 71st General Assembly, the General

Assembly elect a committee of five members, none of whom is a member or an employee

of the Committee on Coordination or the three program committees, to study the present

means of providing funds for the work of the program committees of the Church, to consult

with representatives of the Committee on Coordination and the three program committees,

and to present recommendations to the 72nd General Assembly for possible structural

changes to the present system of funding”  [Minutes of the 71st (2004) General Assembly,

Articles 62–64 and 67, pages 17–19].

II MEMBERSHIP

The Committee members are: Messrs. Robert L. Broline, Jr. (Chairman), Donald J.
Duff, Timothy K. Jackson, Joseph LoGiudice (Vice-chairman), and Bruce Stahl (Secretary).

III MEETINGS

The Committee met a total of five times since the 71st Assembly (2004) up to the
completion of this report: July 1, 2004 (conference call), August 27-28, 2004 (at Grace
OPC in Sewickley, PA), September 30, 2004 (conference call), December 2-4, 2004 and
March 11-12, 2005 (at the OP home office, Willow Grove, PA).

IV PROGRESS TOWARD MEETING MANDATE

At the first meeting of the Committee (conference call on July 1, 2004), the Committee
elected officers and agreed in principle on ideas for a strategic plan to meet the mandate,
and to schedule our first face-to-face meeting.
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The Committee met together to work on the agreed upon strategic plan on August 27-
28, 2004 at Grace OPC in Sewickley, PA.  As part of that meeting, the Committee, scheduled
time at its next meeting (December 2-4, 2004) in Willow Grove, PA, to meet with
representatives of the Committee on Coordination and the three program committees (Foreign
Missions, Home Missions, and Christian Education), and three individuals.  To facilitate
our discussions with the representatives of the Committee on Coordination and the three
program committees, the Committee sent a letter to the Committee on Coordination, and
the three program committees, asking them to respond to the following five questions:

1 What are the amounts and sources of funding for your program along with their
percentages of the total receipts?  [E.g. for Foreign Missions, WWO (designated
and nondesignated), DMS, non-OPC sources, and special projects; for Home
Missions, WWO (designated and nondesignated), direct Presbytery support, and
direct local support; and for Christian Ed, WWO (designated and nondesignated)
and MTI designations]

2 What are the strengths and weaknesses in the current structure of WWO and
Instrument E?

3 What changes would you recommend to the current WWO structure (including,
but not limited to Instrument E?

4 What is your view of the Presbytery’s role in the work of WWO (e.g. determination
of need, source of funds, division of funds, promotion, and administration)?

5 Do you have any other recommendations or other matters you want us to consider
as we strive to meet our mandate?

The Committee received specific written responses to these five questions from the three
program committees.  The Committee on Coordination responded that it “believes that
sufficient breadth of positions regarding the financial condition of the OPC are represented
by the responses of the program committees, and therefore the Committee does not plan to
present a report of its own.”

The Committee met via conference call on September 30, 2004 to discuss and address
correspondence in a timely manner and to deal with other logistical matters in preparation
for the December 2-4, 2004 meeting.

At our December 2-4, 2004 meeting, the Committee met with representatives of the
three program committees to discuss their responses to the five questions and other pertinent
information.  The Committee on Coordination chose not to send any committee
representation to this meeting.  The Committee thanks each of the program committees for
their written responses and for the informative input received in meeting with commissioned
representatives of the respective program committees.  The Committee determined to have
each of the Committee members draft their own written responses to the same five questions
posed, taking into account the written responses of the three program committees.

At our meeting on March 11-12, 2005, the Committee members presented their
individual reports based on the five questions noted above for internal discussion and debate.

V FINAL REPORT
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While the Committee judges it has made progress in meeting its mandate as noted in
IV (above), the Committee is not ready to present its final report.  The Committee
recommends that the 72nd General Assembly grant the Special Committee for Financial
Review an additional year to complete its work in order to present its final report to the 73rd

General Assembly (2006).

VI BUDGET

The Committee requests a budget for 2006 of $3,000.

VII GENERAL ASSEMBLY REPRESENTATIVES

The Committee appointed the Rev. Robert L. Broline, Jr., Chairman; and Bruce A.
Stahl, Secretary, as their representatives to the 72nd GA.
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON DIACONAL MINISTRIES

I INTRODUCTION
II OVERVIEW
III ADMINISTRATION
IV FOREIGN MINISTRIES
V HOME MINISTRIES
VI REPORT ON COMMITTEE POLICIES
VII ELECTIONS
VIII RECOMMENDATIONS
PROPOSED BUDGET 2006
FINANCIAL REPORT

I INTRODUCTION

And in these days prophets came from Jerusalem to Antioch.  Then one of them, named

Agabus, stood up and showed by the Spirit that there was going to be a great famine

throughout all the world, which also happened in the days of Claudius Caesar.  Then the

disciples, each according to his ability, determined to send relief to the brethren dwelling

in Judea.  This they also did, and sent it to the elders by the hands of Barnabas and Saul.

Acts 11:27-30

This text shows us how the early church responded to ”natural” tragedies.  Unlike
today, God sent them prophets to warn them of the impending problem.  Josephus and other
ancient authorities report that during the reign of Claudius there were various famines.  It
appears that there were famines throughout the empire and that these tragedies did not
necessarily occur all at once.  Those in Antioch might not have been affected at the same
time as those in Jerusalem.  On the other hand, it might have been because of what was
happening in the Jerusalem church, they were especially unable to cope with the upcoming
famine.

The believers in Antioch responded to the revelation from God.  Each gave according
to his ability.  This response conformed to God’s implied instruction given through the
prophetic message they had just received.  It was the grateful outpouring of a daughter
church to the mother church.  It was the outpouring of hearts bound to others in the covenant
and body of Christ.  It was an anticipation of the decision of the Jerusalem assembly recorded
in Acts 15.

It is noteworthy that the church of Antioch took their offering for the brethren who
lived in Jerusalem.  Surely, this reflected their special concern for other believers.  Moreover,
they sent the money to the elders at Jerusalem, and not to the apostles.  This is the first
Biblical mention of Christian elders and reminds us again that some items of interest to us,
perhaps, were not deemed important enough for God to record them for us.  We have no
record of the election of these elders or of their names.  Yet, subsequent Biblical history
reports that these were godly and very important people in the early church.

More importantly, however, this action does set a pattern for the church.  We have
responded to this pattern by seeing to it that our gifts to help in tragedy are earmarked
primarily for those believers who are closest to us in belief.  We simply do not have sufficient
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funds to help everyone that affirms belief in Christ, so we send our funds, as much as
possible, to or through reformed ministries.

At the end of this year a vast area of the Far East was smitten with a devastating
tsunami that brought thousands of deaths and great devastation in areas where poverty was
already the norm among the common people.  By March 1, 2005, the OPC had responded
with gifts of more that $75,000 sent through reformed churches and congregations to be
distributed by the elders in that area.

We are confident that our prayers go with the money.  We believe that the needs far
exceed our gifts.  We pray to the God of all benevolence that He will comfort the suffering
of our brothers and sisters in churches most of us have never heard about before.  We
rejoice in knowing that reformed missions have established faithful congregations and
churches in Sri Lanka and Indonesia.

II OVERVIEW

The chart below provides a comparison and overview of the ministry of this Committee
for the years 2003 and 2004.

2003 Actual 2004 Actual

Administration $14,711 (4%) $15,486 (7%)
Ministry Foreign 92,900 (26%) 45,950 (21%)

Ministry USA 250,111 (70%) 155,807 (72%)

$357,722 $217,243

The chart shows that we disbursed $217,243 during 2004.  Thus, in 2004 our
disbursements decreased by $140,479 from 2003.  We spent a little more proportionately
on administration costs in 2004.  The actual cost of administration stayed about the same.
The percentages of foreign expenditures to home expenditures varied somewhat with the
foreign ministries receiving a slightly higher percentage.  The increases in these two areas
of ministry will be explained below.

The 2004 financial statement shows that the Committee’s receipts totaled $362,583
and our disbursements were $217,243.  The decrease in disbursements will be explained
below.

III ADMINISTRATION

The Committee’s composition did not change in 2004 and consists of seven members,
three ministers, two ruling elders and two deacons.  The ministers are the Revs. Leonard
Coppes (Secretary-Treasurer), David King (President), and Ronald Pearce.  The ruling elders
are Messrs. Frode Jensen and George MacKenzie.  The deacons are Messrs. Roy Ingelse
(Vice-President) and Robert Wright.

As in 2003, the Committee met twice during 2004–once in the spring in Thornton,
CO, and once in the fall by phone conference.  These meetings are presided over by the
President.  Our Vice-president is responsible to take charge of the meetings in the absence
of the President.  As before, the Secretary-Treasurer is responsible to maintain much of the
correspondence for the Committee and to keep the financial records (including making
disbursements and keeping a record of the monthly financial status of the Committee).  He
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is responsible to make a full and detailed report of his activities to the entire Committee
when it meets.  He also sends each member a detailed monthly financial statement to keep
them abreast of Committee activities and status.

The executive committee consisting of the three officers makes most decisions between
the Committee meetings.  Budgeted items and providing for insurance premium payments
for ministers who are unable otherwise to have such coverage do not require any action of
the executive Committee, but the Secretary-Treasurer is authorized to take care of these
matters.  If there are questions about an item, he consults the executive committee for help
in making a decision or for advice.  Other decisions are made by the executive Committee
or by the entire Committee.

Requests for aid may come to the Committee through any member of the Committee.
A local session or diaconal board should normally examine requests before sending them
to their Presbytery.  If they find themselves unable to meet the need financially, they may
appeal to their Presbytery diaconal committee for help and advice.  If that committee is
unable to provide the needed help, they may appeal to this General Assembly Committee.
This Committee expects the request to come before it with the needed financial statements
from the needy party and the recommendations of the nearer court(s) of jurisdiction.  Only
in the most rare instances does the Committee on Diaconal Ministries provide help apart
from the help and advice of a closer court of jurisdiction.  This is for at least three reasons.
First, the General Assembly has specifically directed us to follow such a policy.  Second,
often needy parties need personal ministry, and it is usually much more practicable that this
be done by someone more local than we are.  Third, nearly always there is the need for
financial or medical counsel and help in preparing the needed documentation to appeal to
the Presbytery and, perhaps, this Committee.

Again, as in past years, the Committee sought to stimulate presbyteries and sessions
(or deacons) to supervise actively and oversee the disbursement of the church’s funds.  To
that end, we sent letters to every presbytery requesting that they contact those members
receiving insurance premium aid with a view to seeing to possible pastoral help and renewing
the request for financial aid from this Committee.  We also sent letters to all the sessions
and home missionaries seeking similar information and reports on how, who, and why our
financial aid is needed or used.

The Committee sent letters to every session in the month of November.  In this letter,
we reported how much, if anything, we had received from each church.  Our intentions are
to remind churches of the date on which our books are closed so their donation is recorded
for the year they wish, to provide an objective statement to allow them to check their records
with a view to checking for possible donations lost in the mail, and to encourage churches
to contribute to this important work of God’s church.  The Secretary-Treasurer’s office
seeks to respond to every donor with a thank you note and a receipt.

IV FOREIGN MINISTRIES

The disbursements in 2004 included new fields of support, Ethiopia and China.  This
support was initiated upon the request of the Committee of Foreign Missions.  Also, upon
their request, the Suriname field received no funds for 2004.  The work in Uganda, as in
2003, received $34,500.  While most of this money was earmarked to help defray the costs
of running the hospital, about $6,000 was sent to help needy members of the Presbyterian
Church of Uganda.  The Committee sent $2,400 for diaconal work in Eritrea and $4,500 to
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help in China.  Finally, in 2004 no request was received from Rev. Victor Atallah for MERF
diaconal ministries so the monies budgeted were not sent.

The result of the subtractions and additions in our disbursements was that we disbursed
about $95,000 less in 2004 than in 2003.  This difference is due primarily to our not dispensing
any funds toward disaster relief or emergency relief.  We note that in 2005 we have disbursed
over $75,000 for tsunami relief.

At its meeting on March 11, 2005, the Committee revised the 2005 budget.  Upon the
request from the CoFM we designated $9,600 for China, $4800 for Haiti, $4,800 for Ethiopia,
$2500 for Eritrea (down from $4,800), $6,000 for Uganda (this remains the same as before),
and $14,000 toward medical supplies for the clinic in Uganda.  Upon the request of Mr.
Atallah in behalf of ministries through MERF, in addition to the designated funds already
sent (and continuing to come in) we budgeted $20,000 toward relief for Iraqi Christian
refugees, and $3,000 for the Free Reformed Churches in Kissi region in southwest Kenya.

V HOME MINISTRIES

As in previous years, the biggest expenditure in 2004 was for ministries USA, and, in
particular, in the disbursements for payment of hospitalization premiums.  The outlay went
from $135,311 in 2003 to $115,056 in 2004 because of a decrease in the number of recipients.
As a Committee, we wholeheartedly support the maintenance of a denominational insurance
program.  Some of us still remember the days when ministers or their families were struck
with serious illnesses and turned to the church for help.  The costs were astronomical.
Then, too, there were the tragic reports of ministers and their families who went without
needed medical aid.

In 2004, in accordance with the approval of the General Assembly and the Committee
on Pensions, this item budgeted for supplementing the income of that Committee was
removed.  As a result, our expenditures for Ministries USA decreased significantly this
year.

We continue to support Emmanuel Chapel and their ministry to inner city families.
Our annual $12,700 goes to help in paying Christian School tuition for the children.  The
families help in the church in return for this aid.  We continue to commend the Chapel for
the care they take in administrating these funds and the careful records they keep (and
report to us) concerning each recipient.

Disbursements of $28,050 from the Pension Fund showed no significant change over

2003.

VI POLICIES

In response to the request from the 69th GA, we submit the following statement of

policies and procedures.  We include the statement in the report again in the interests of

making it generally available to the church.

1. In the case of discretionary budget items, funds are dispersed first to the church
and then to the non-churched.

2. We work first through the OPC and then through churches with whom we have
fraternal relations.

3. Other working procedures and policies.
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a. With reference to the total budget approved by the GA, monies are disbursed
routinely by the treasurer to designated recipients.

b. The approved budget may be adjusted upon advice from the CoFM with
regard to the missions they supervise.

c. The budget for non GA mission works not directly under the OPC GA are
disbursed upon the direction of CDM but only in conjunction with a request
of the overseeing OPC judicatory.

d. The budget for USA disbursements:
(1) Special relief, emergency medical aid and disaster relief funds are

disbursed normally upon the request and co-operation of the Presbytery
diaconal committees.  If a decision must be made in an emergency
situation, the executive committee is contacted to make the decision.
Procedure:
(a) Upon receiving the request from an individual, normally he or

she is advised to contact his session or Presbytery.
(b) If the request comes from a Presbytery (perhaps via its diaconal

committee),
(i) The secretary seeks to make certain the request is in the

correct form (that we have written documentation of the
Presbytery’s or committee’ s actions or decision),

(ii) That the Presbytery has done what it can to raise the needed
funds (sometimes advice is proffered as to steps to be taken
toward raising the funds or reducing the need by negotiation,
etc.), and

(iii) That the proper documentation is available to help this
Committee in its determination (e.g., budget statements from
the person making the initial request, etc.).

(2) Hospitalization premiums – the secretary-treasurer is authorized to

disburse needed hospitalization funds upon his own discretion under
the specifications and limitations of the approved budget.  In unusual
circumstances, the executive committee is contacted to make the
decision.

(3) Pension aid payments.  These funds are disbursed according to the

budgeted items approved by the Committee.  Consultation has been

sought with the Committee on Pensions.

(4) Payments to the Committee on Pensions.  These funds are disbursed
according to approved budget and in consultation with the Committee
on Pensions.

(5) Philadelphia scholarship funds are designated by the General Assembly
and in consultation with the Emmanuel OPC.  Emmanuel submits yearly
reports detailing the recipients, the amount given to each one, and the
services rendered to the church in return.

(6) Other scholarships are disbursed upon the approval of the Committee.
Applicants are asked to be open to the Committee’s financial counsel,
to submit a detailed financial report (if the applicant is a pastor, a report
on the church’s financial status is to be submitted), and to consult with
their Presbytery.

(7) Infirm minister fund.  Normally the person in question has been working
with his Presbytery.  If he has not been doing this, he is advised to
contact his Presbytery.  Applicants are requested to submit a financial



254 Seventy-Second General Assembly

statement, to seek alternative sources of financial aid before pursuing
the church’s aid (Medicare, Medicaid, etc.), to seek to negotiate a
reduction of debt with creditors, to submit to the Committee’s financial
advice, to continue to work with and through their Presbytery.  Under
unusual circumstances emergency aid may be granted at the direction
of the Committee.

4. Emergencies and special circumstances may require the Committee to deviate
from the procedures outlined above.

VII ELECTIONS

Currently the Committee consists of:

Minister Elder Deacon

2007: Ronald Pearce Frode M. Jensen

2006: Leonard J. Coppes Roy W. Ingelse
(secr.-treas.) (vice-pres.)

Robert J. Wright, Jr.
2005: David W. King George S. MacKenzie

(pres.)

Terms expiring at this Assembly: David W. King and George S. MacKenzie.

Requirements for membership on this Committee: this Committee shall consist of
seven members with one minister in each class, two deacons in one class, and one elder in
each remaining class.

VIII RECOMMENDATIONS

1. That the General Assembly request the congregations to give at least half of their
contributions by the end of May.

2. That the General Assembly remind the Presbyteries not to approve a call
containing “free from worldly care” if they consider the call under consideration to be
inadequate to provide for the minister’s livelihood, and to make certain that the call includes
a provision for adequate retirement and for payment of hospitalization, surgical, and major
medical insurance.

3. That the General Assembly request the Presbyteries to investigate whether all
their ministers have adequate medical insurance coverage and retirement provision including
looking into the sufficiency of co-pay and other alternatives.

4. That for the year 2006 the General Assembly request the churches of the OPC to
support the work of this Committee at the suggested rate of $29.00 per communicant member.
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PROPOSED BUDGET:

2004 2004 2005 2006

ACTUAL BUDGET BUDGET BUDGET

GENERAL FUND:
Off./Admin. 1,209.51 2,000.00 2,000.00 2,000.00

Salary Sec. 10,000.00 10,000.00 10,000.00 10,000.00

Com travel 3,061.36 5,500.00 5,500.00 5,500.00

Accounting 1,215.00 1,500.00 1,500.00 1,500.00

Total 15,485.87 19,000.00 19,000.00 19,000.00

Diaconal Ministries - Foreign:

Kenya 3,000.00

Iraq 20,000.00

Haiti 4,800.00 4,800.00

Eritrea 2,400.00 4,500.00 2,500.00 2,500.00

Uganda 34,500.00 6,000.00 6,000.00 6,000.00

Mission

Stations 29,500.00 14,000.00

Clinic

Sudan 5,000.00 4,000.00

Surinam 1,500.00

Ethiopia 4,500.00 4,800.00 4,800.00

China 4,400.00 9,600.00 9,600.00

Dis. Emerg. 150.00 12,000.00 12,000.00 14,000.00

Emerg. Relief ________ 29,000.00 8,000.00 29,000.00

Total 45,950.00 87,500.00 88,700.00 88,700.00

Diaconal Ministries - USA:

Special Relief 15,000.00 15,000.00 15,000.00

Emergency Medical 24,000.00 24,000.00 24,000.00

Hosp. Premiums 115,056.98 120,000.00 150,000.00 150,000.00

Student Scholarships

Phila 12,700.00 12,700.00 12,700.00 12,700.00

Other 9,000.00 9,000.00 9,000.00

Dis. Relief —— 0.00 50,000.00 50,000.00

Pension Aid 28,050.00 44,000.00 44,000.00 44,000.00

Infirm Min. ________ 49,000.00 49,000.00 49,000.00

Total 155,806.98 273,700.00 353,700.00 353,700.00

Total General Budget 217,242.85 380,200.00 461,400.00 461,400.00

Total receipts 362,583.43

Total disbursements 217,242.85

Difference 145,340.58
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RICHARD P. HEIDER, CPA        JAMES C. TANNER, CPA        DAVID M. DIRKS, CPA

HEIDER, TANNER, & DIRKS, INC.
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

The Committee on Diaconal Ministries
of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church

Thornton, Colorado

We have reviewed the accompanying statement of assets, liabilities and net assets—
cash basis of the Committee on Diaconal Ministries of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church
as of December 31, 2004, and the related statements of receipts, disbursements and changes
in net assets - cash basis and cash flows - cash basis for the year then ended, in accordance
with Statements on Standards for Accounting and Review Services issued by the American
Institute of Certified Public Accountants.  All information included in these financial
statements is the representation of the Committee’s management.

A review consists principally of inquiries of Committee personnel and analytical
procedures applied to financial data.  It is substantially less in scope than an audit in
accordance with generally accepted auditing standards, the objective of which is the
expression of an opinion regarding the financial statements taken as a whole.  Accordingly,
we do not express such an opinion.

Based on our review, we are not aware of any material modifications that should be
made to the accompanying financial statements in order for them to be in conformity with
the cash basis of accounting, as described in Note 2.

Our review was made for the purpose of expressing limited assurance that there are
no material modifications that should be made to the financial statements in order for them
to be in conformity with the cash basis of accounting, as described in Note 2. The information
in the accompanying Schedules is presented only for supplementary analysis purposes.
Such information has been subjected to the inquiry and analytical procedures applied in the
review of the basic financial statements.  This information is presented on the cash basis of
accounting, and we are not aware of any material modifications that should be made thereto.

HEIDER, TANNER, & DIRKS, INC.
February 1, 2005

COMMITTEE ON DIACONAL MINISTRIES
of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church

STATEMENT OF ASSETS, LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS -
CASH BASIS

December 31, 2004
ASSETS

Cash in bank - checking $ 76,498
- share account 124,514

211,012
Money Market account 291,336

TOTAL ASSETS $502,348
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LIABILITIES -

NET ASSETS (Note 3)
Unrestricted 502,348

Temporarily restricted             -

TOTAL NET ASSETS 502,348

Total liabilities and net assets $502,348
See accompanying notes and accountant’s report.

STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS, DISBURSEMENTS AND CHANGES IN NET ASSETS
– CASH BASIS

Year ended December 31, 2004

Temporarily
Unrestricted Restricted Total

RECEIPTS

Contributions -
General - Orth. Pres. churches 317,787 $ 9,437 $ 327,224
General - Orth. Pres. other 15,565 - 15,565
General – Non-Orth. Pres. Sources -19,450 19,450

Total contributions 333,352 28,887 362,239

Interest and dividend income _ 3,019 - 3,019

TOTAL RECEIPTS 336,37128,887 365,258

DISBURSEMENTS
Administrative 15,487 -

15,487
Foreign ministries 45,800 150 45,950
Domestic (USA) ministries 127,070 28,737 155,807

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS 188,357 28,887 217,244

EXCESS OF RECEIPTS OR
(DISBURSEMENTS) 148,014 - 148,014

  Debt Forgiveness 300 300

NET ASSETS, 12-31-03 354,634 - 354,634

NET ASSETS, 12-31-04 502,348 - $ 502,348
See accompanying notes and accountant’s report.
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STATEMENT OF CASH FLOWS – CASH BASIS

CASH FLOWS FROM OPERATING ACTIVITIES:

Excess of receipts or (disbursements) $ 148,014
Cash provided (used) by operations 148,014

CASH FLOWS FROM INVESTING ACTIVITIES:
Cash invested in money market account (2,674)
Cash provided (used) by investing activities (2,674)

CASH FLOWS FROM FINANCING ACTIVITIES:
Loans made -
Collections on loans -

Cash provided (used) by financing activities -

NET INCREASE (DECREASE) IN CASH 145,340

CASH, December 31, 2003 65,672

CASH, December 31, 2004 $ 211,012

See accompanying notes and accountant’s report.

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

December 31, 2004

Note 1 - Organization And Purpose

The Committee on Diaconal Ministries of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church (the
“Committee”) receives funds primarily from Orthodox Presbyterian Churches and church
members to support various domestic and foreign ministries and various retired ministers
as directed by the Committee members.

Note 2 - Summary Of Significant Accounting Policies

Accounting Method: The Committee’s policy is to prepare its financial statements on

the cash basis of accounting, which is a comprehensive basis of accounting other than
generally accepted accounting principles.  Accordingly, income is recorded when
received, rather than when pledged or earned, and expenses are recorded when paid
rather than when the obligation is incurred.
Cash and Cash Equivalents: Cash is deposited in two accounts, checking and “share”
or savings, maintained at the Space Age Federal Credit Union, Aurora, Colorado.
There are no cash equivalents.
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Note 3 - Restricted And Unrestricted Receipts And Net Assets

Contributions received are recorded as increases in unrestricted or temporarily
restricted net assets, depending on the nature of any donor restrictions.  There are no
permanently restricted net assets.

Note 4 - Loans Receivable

The Committee makes loans to recipients in cases where the recipient requests a loan
instead of a grant or donation.  Loans are non-interest bearing, and any unrepaid balances
are forgiven after seven years.  At December 31, 2004, there was one loan outstanding with
a remaining balance of $300.  This loan was forgiven on January 1, 2004

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION

Year ended December 31, 2004

Schedule 1 - Administrative Disbursements
Salaries $ 10,000
Office expense 1,211
Travel and meals 3,061
Accounting fees 1,215
Total administrative disbursements $ 15,487

Schedule 2 - Foreign Ministries Disbursements
China $ 4,400
Eritrea 4,500
Ethiopia 2,400
Uganda 34,500
Disaster relief ___150

Total foreign ministry disbursements *$ 45,950

Schedule 3 - Domestic (USA) Ministries Disbursements
Committee on Pensions $ -
Scholarships - Philadelphia 12,700
Special relief -
Hospitalization premiums -3

Family 1 $ 3,572
Family 2 6,333
Family 3 2,474
Family 4 10,375
Family 5 11,527
Family 6 6,333
Family 7 5,869
Family 8 (1,816)
Family 9 2,317
Family 10 11,068
Family 11 11,527



260 Seventy-Second General Assembly

Family 12 10,375
Family 13 11,527
Family 15 981
Family 16 11,068
Family 17 11,527

Total hospitalization premiums $ 115,057
Pension aid -

Family 2 $ 6,100
Family 3 6,100
Family 4 15,850

Total pension aid $28,050
Total domestic (USA)
   ministry disbursements $ 155,807
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON ECUMENICITY AND INTERCHURCH

RELATIONS

I THE COMMITTEE
A. Meetings
B. Officers
C. Liaisons/subcommittees
D. Administrator

II FELLOWSHIP WITH OTHER CHURCHES
A. Fraternal Delegates/observers
B. Churches in “Ecclesiastical Fellowship”
C. Churches in “Corresponding Relationship”
D. A special committee to propose guidelines for determining our relations to

worldwide churches
E. A program to better discharge our mutually covenanted responsibilities to other

churches
F. The communications referred by the General Assembly
G. Encouraging the presbyteries

III FELLOWSHIP WITH CHURCHES IN NORTH AMERICA
A. Churches in Ecclesiastical Fellowship in North America

1. Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church (ARPC)
2. Presbyterian Church in America (PCA)
3. Reformed Church in the U.S. (RCUS)
4. Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America (RPCNA)
5. Canadian Reformed Churches (CANREF)

B. Other Churches in North America
1. Bible Presbyterian Church (BPC)
2. United Reformed Churches of North America
3. Protestant Reformed Churches (PRC)
4. Free Reformed Churches in North America (FRCNA)
5. L’Église Réformée du Québec (ERQ)
6. Korean American Presbyterian Church [KAPC]
7. Others

IV FELLOWSHIP WITH CHURCHES ABROAD
A. Presbyterian Church in Korea/Kosin (PCKK)
B. Reformed Church in Japan (RCJ)
C. Presbyterian Church of Japan (PCJ)
D. The Free Church of Scotland (FCS) and FCS/Continuing (FCS/C)
E. Evangelical Presbyterian Church of England and Wales (EPCEW)
F. Reformed Churches of New Zealand (RCNZ)
G. Reformed Churches in the Netherlands (Liberated)(GKNV)
H. Reformed churches in South Africa (GKSA).
I. Other churches

V INTERCHURCH BODIES
A. International Conference of Reformed Churches (ICRC)
B. North American Presbyterian and Reformed Council (NAPARC)

VI BUDGET
VII RECOMMENDATIONS
VIII ELECTIONS



262 Seventy-Second General Assembly

I THE COMMITTEE

A. Meetings
The Committee has held two full meetings since the previous General Assembly.

The first was September 22, 2004, at the Administration Building of the Presbyterian Church
in America, in Lawrenceville, Georgia and the second was April 5-7, 2005, at the
Administration Building, Willow Grove, Pennsylvania.

B. Officers
The officers of the Committee are Thomas E. Tyson, Chairman and Peter J.

Wallace, Secretary.

C. Liaisons/subcommittees
The Committee has assigned individual members as “liaisons” whose duty it is

to represent the Committee as contact persons with specific churches or organizations to
keep the Committee informed about the life of that church or churches and, in turn, to
inform the whole Church when it believes that significant information is available or
appropriate action needed.  In addition to the liaisons there are continuing subcommittees
and subcommittees for specific tasks.  The liaisons and subcommittees at present are:

1. Liaisons
a. ARPC - Richard E. Knodel
b. BPC - Robert B. Needham
c. CanRC - Wallace
d. EPCEW - George W. Knight III
e. ERQ - Mark T. Bube
f. FRCNA - G. I. Williamson
g. KAPC - Bube
h. PCA - Knight
I. RPCNA - L. Anthony Curto
j. RCUS - Tyson
k. URCNA - Williamson
l. ICRC - Jack J. Peterson

2. Subcommittees
a. Fraternal delegates - Bube
b. Asia/Pacific - Bube, Tyson
c. Africa [except South Africa] - Bube, Peterson
d. Europe - Knight, Needham
e. South Africa - Curto, Peterson
f. South and Central America/Mexico - Needham, Williamson
g. International Ecumenical Organizations - Knodel

D. Part-time Administrator
The Committee is also served by a part-time staff Administrator, Mr. Peterson,

whose work is reviewed annually at the Committee’s regular spring meeting.

II FELLOWSHIP WITH OTHER CHURCHES
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A. Fraternal Delegates/observers
1. Since the last General Assembly fraternal delegates were sent to the major

assemblies of the Free Church of Scotland (Bube and Peterson), the Free Church of Scotland
(Continuing) (Bube and Peterson), the Reformed Churches in the Netherlands (Liberated)
(de Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland (Vrijgemaakt)) (Bube and Peterson), the
Presbyterian Church in America (Robert L. Broline, Jr.), the Presbyterian Church in Japan
(Peterson), the Reformed Church in Japan (Peterson), the Reformed Church in the United
States (Thomas E. Tyson), and the Reformed Presbyterian Church in North America (Larry
Wilson). Written greetings are sent to those churches to which a fraternal delegate was not
sent.

2. Since the last General Assembly a fraternal observer was sent to the major
assembly of the Bible Presbyterian Church (Needham).

3. This year the Committee plans to send fraternal delegates to the Associate
Reformed Presbyterian Church, the Evangelical Presbyterian Church of England and Wales,
the Evangelical Presbyterian Church of Ireland, Free Reformed Churches in North America
(FRCNA), the Korean American Presbyterian Church, the Presbyterian Church in America,
the Reformed Church in Japan, the Reformed Church in the United States, the Reformed
Church of Quebec (l’Église Réformée du Québec (ERQ)), and the Reformed Presbyterian
Church in North America.

4. This year the Committee plans to send an observer to the Bible Presbyterian
Church.

5. Our 71st (2004) General Assembly received fraternal delegates and observers
from the Christian Reformed Churches in the Netherlands (Bort de Graff), the Presbyterian
Church in America (R. Irfon Hughes), the Presbyterian Church in Japan (Takao Nakadai),
the Reformed Church in Japan (Norio Nishibori and Tsuyoshi Sato with translators Lauer
and Uomoto), the Reformed Churches in the Netherlands [Liberated] (Klaas Wezeman),
the Reformed Churches of South Africa [GKSA] (Douw Breed and Dries du Ploy), the
Reformed Church in the US (Robert Grossman), the Reformed Presbyterian Church of
North America (James Carson) and the United Reformed Churches in North America (John
A. Bouwers).

B. Churches in “Ecclesiastical Fellowship”.
1. The document that defines the position of the OPC in its ecumenical service

is “Biblical Principles of the Unity of the Church”.  That document has been adopted by
63rd (1996) G.A., and it is also found on the OPC website.

2. At present we are in Ecclesiastical Fellowship with 13 churches which are:
a. the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church [www.arpsynod.org/]
b the Canadian Reformed Churches [www.canrc.org]
c. the Christian Reformed Churches in the Netherlands  [http://

users.erols.com/mfaber/cgkinfen.htm]
d. the Evangelical Presbyterian Church of England and Wales

[www.epcew.org.uk/]
e. the Evangelical Presbyterian Church of Ireland [http://

web.ukonline.co.uk/epc/]
f. the Free Church of Scotland [www.freechurch.org/]
g. the Presbyterian Church in America [www.pcanet.org/]
h. the Presbyterian Church in Korea (Kosin) [http://upc.or.kr]
I. the Reformed Church in Japan [www.rcj-net.org/index.htmlq]
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j. the Reformed Church in the United States [www.rcus.org]
k. the Reformed Churches of New Zealand [http://reformed-

churches.org.nz/]
l. the Reformed Presbyterian Church of Ireland [www.rpc.org/]
m. the Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America

[www.reformedpresbyterian.org]

C Churches in “Corresponding Relationship”
At present we are in “Corresponding Relationship” with five churches which

are:
1. the Africa Evangelical Presbyterian Church [AEPC]
2. the Reformed Churches in the Netherlands (Liberated) (de Gereformeerde

Kerken in Nederland (Vrijgemaakt)) [GKNV] [www.gkv.nl]
3. the United Reformed Churches in North America
4. the Presbyterian Church in Japan (PCJ) [http://www2s.biglobe.ne.jp/~ploion/

ncc.htm]
5. the Reformed Church of Quebec (l’Église Réformée du Québec (ERQ)).

[http://www.erq.qc.ca/]
6. the Church of Christ in the Sudan Among the Tiv (Nongo u Kristu u ken

Sudan hen Tiv) in Nigeria (invited but have not responded).
7. the Bible Presbyterian Church

D. The committee has established a special committee to propose guidelines for
determining the number and nature of our relations to worldwide churches.  Several churches
approached the OPC requesting a relationship  including churches in Australia, Peru,
Indonesia and Belize.

E. The Committee has adopted a program to better discharge our mutually
covenanted responsibilities to other churches in our relationship of Ecclesiastical Fellowship
(EF) and to strive for the unity of the church contemplated in Biblical Principles of the

Unity of the Church.  The goal is to meet annually with representatives of the interchurch
relations committee of churches in North America with which the OPC has Ecclesiastical
Fellowship on a rotating schedule, and invite them to meet with us; on the years when the
ICRC meets, the delegates to the ICRC meeting will meet with member churches of the
ICRC with whom the OPC has Ecclesiastical Fellowship.  The agenda of items to be discussed
with respect to both churches during such a meeting will include: Are there specific occasions
where you believe we have failed to live up to our commitments to you or have caused you
grief?  Speaking the truth in love, where do you perceive our testimony or practice to be
weak?  What, if any, significant changes in polity, doctrine, or practice are pending in your
church(es)?  What are the significant issues presently under study in the various assemblies
of your church(s)?  Are there ministries in which we can more closely cooperate?  What are
the impediments, real or perceived, to the two churches achieving organic unity?  We desire
to do this also with churches outside of North America where possible.

This will implement the relationship of ecclesiastical Fellowship set forth in the
Minutes of the 64th [1997] General Assembly, Article 178, pages 53 and 283–284, such as
Joint action in areas of common responsibility, Consultation on issues of joint concern,

particularly before instituting changes in polity, doctrine, or practice that might alter the

basis of the fellowship and The exercise of mutual concern and admonition with a view to
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promoting Christian unity.  Also in view is the document Biblical Principles of the Unity of

the Church, specifically part IV of which is entitled, Towards Perfecting Biblical Unity, and
concludes: H.  In seeking unity with faithful Presbyterian and Reformed churches: I.  There

is also responsibility to call all churches, including our own, to faithfulness in order to seek

the unity of the whole church.  It is difficult to see how the OPC’s responsibilities under
either of the above can be faithfully discharged without periodic substantive face-to-face
meetings with our brothers.  This year the delegates to the ICRC meeting will meet with the
Christian Reformed Churches in the Netherlands and the Reformed Churches of New
Zealand.

F. The communications referred to the Committee by the General Assembly for
information, Communications 5, 7, and 10 have been noted.

G. The Committee also desires to encourage the presbyteries to continue improving
fraternal relations with churches of like faith and practice in their regions and to communicate
regularly with the CEIR to inform it of their progress.

III FELLOWSHIP WITH CHURCHES IN NORTH AMERICA

Fellowship with several churches in North America is maintained largely by our
membership in NAPARC, and we seek to meet with their delegations individually as well
as through the plenary meetings of the Council.  Our church also maintains fellowship with
churches that are not members of NAPARC.

A. Churches in Ecclesiastical Fellowship in North America

1. Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church (ARPC).  Several of the reports
of the churches here and below are taken from their annual report to NAPARC.

a. The ARPC and the OPC are in the relationship of Ecclesiastical
Fellowship

b. The report of the ARPC to NAPARC included the following:
(1) The 200th Meeting of the General Synod of the Associate Reformed

Presbyterian Church was held at Bonclarken Conference Center (Flat Rock, NC) on June
8-10, 2004.  The moderator of Synod is Mr. Frank M. Hunt, a ruling elder and member of
the Lake Wales Church (FL).  His emphasis for the Synod will be “Glorifying God.”  Rev.
James McLurkin of the Crowders Creek Church (NC) is the Vice Moderator.

(2) The Pre-synod lectures and services were on the theme of Christian
Worship.  Speakers were Dr. Donald Fairburn, Dr. J. R. de Witt, Dr. Dale Johnson, Rev.
John Kimmons and Dr. Bill Evans.

(3) The reported membership for 2003 showed a slight decrease as
follows: 35,418 (-138) communicant members and 5,285 (-64) non-communicant members
for a total of 40,703 (-202) members.  The number of our congregations increased from 264
to 268.

(4) Concerning Inter-Church Relations, the Synod received the ICRC
report of the NAPARC meeting as well as the “substantive meeting” with the OPC and the
introductory meeting with the URC.  The matter of “Women in the Military” was sent to the
committee of Theological and Social Concerns who intends to have a report for the 201st
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Synod (2005).  The Synod received greetings from Mr. Drew Gordon (RPCNA), Dr. Donald
Fortson (EPC), Dr. L. Roy Taylor (PCA) and the Rev. Donald Taws (OPC).

(5) There were a number of memorials (resolutions) including: To
amend our Form of Government and Book of Discipline to provide for dismissing ministers
who are leaving the ministry to a particular congregation (passed); To change the sending
agency of our military chaplains from the PCCMP to the PRJC (referred to committee).
From the previous year, the memorial concerning the role of women in the church had been
referred to committee, which requested another year to study the matter (approved).  The
special committee formed to study worship requested additional time and expanding their
mandate to draft a revision in the Book of Worship (approved).

(6) Dr. Jim Corbitt, Director of Outreach North America (home
missions), retired and has been succeeded by Rev. Alan Avera.  Within just a few years,
most of our agency Directors are retiring, bringing new people to many of our key positions.

(7) The Special Committee on Organization presented a draft for the
reorganization of the agencies and committees.  These recommendations were sent to the
various boards and committees for their input to be reported to the 201st Synod (2005).

(8) Dr. William B. Evans, Younts Professor of Bible and Religion at
Erskine College, is the Moderator-elect for the 2005 Synod and Mr. Paul Bell, ruling elder
from Due West, SC, is the Vice Moderator-elect.  The 2005 Synod is scheduled to meet
June 7-9 at Bonclarken in Flat Rock, NC.

2. Presbyterian Church in America (PCA)

a. The Committee determined to respond positively to the communication
to the OPC 70th GA from the 30th (2003) General Assembly of the PCA (through its
Interchurch Relations Committee) to engage in discussions whose goal would be the union
of the two churches.  The Committee met with the PCA representatives pursuing a deepening
of our Ecclesiastical Fellowship with them at the fall meeting at the Administration Building
of the Presbyterian Church in America, in Lawrenceville, Georgia, as well as to engage in
discussions whose goal would be the union of the two churches.

b. Robert L. Broline, Jr., was the fraternal delegate to the 32nd General
Assembly (2004) of the PCA.

c. The report of the PCA to NAPARC included the following:
(1) Irenic and Expeditious Assembly

(a) The 32nd General Assembly was slated to meet in Pittsburgh,
PA, June 15-18, at the invitation of Pittsburgh and Ascension Presbyteries.  Commissioners
numbered 1,355 (390 Ruling Elders and 965 Teaching Elders) from 708 churches.  As
usual, Committees of Commissioners met and ministry seminars were held prior to the
Tuesday night convening of the Assembly.  A number of commissioners attended a pre-
Assembly conference on the History and Theology of the Westminster Confession of Faith,
sponsored by the Reformed Presbyterian Theological Seminary.

(b) The docket this year scheduled all the informational reports
of permanent Committees and Agencies to be presented in a bloc Wednesday morning and
early afternoon to give Committees of Commissioners (CoC) more time to complete their
work, to have reports printed well in time for consideration, and to give ample time for
debate on the report of the Bills and Overtures (B&O) Committee.  That, along with the
B&O Committee’s successful work to present an agreeable proposal to the Assembly
regarding the five overtures and two personal resolutions regarding Marriage and Sexuality,
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helped the Assembly to complete its work early and adjourn following the Thursday evening
worship service.

(c) The Assembly often paused for the singing of psalms and
hymns, and for prayer, not only for the usual opening prayers at the beginning of reports,
but also for specific prayers for PCA members, some of whom are battling serious illnesses.
The Assembly prayed for a member of a PCA church, a former Muslim who became a
Christian in the USA.  He has been denied asylum in the USA and will be returned to his
native country.  His Muslim family has stated that they will kill him upon his return because
of his becoming a Christian.  The Assembly also had an extended period of prayer for racial
reconciliation and the progress of the Gospel after adopting a Pastoral Letter on Racism
and the Gospel.

(2) Teaching Elder Dr. J. Ligon Duncan III Elected Moderator

The tradition is that Ruling Elders and Teaching Elders be elected
as Moderators of the Assembly in alternating years.  Dr. J. Ligon Duncan III, pastor of the
First Presbyterian Church of Jackson, Mississippi, since 1996, was elected Moderator.  Prior
to his pastorate in Jackson, he served on the faculty of Reformed Theological Seminary,
teaching Systematic Theology, and still serves RTS as an Adjunct Professor of Theology.
He is a graduate of Furman University, Covenant Theological Seminary, and the University
of Edinburgh (Ph.D. in Historical and Systematic Theology).  A prolific writer, he has
authored several books, contributed to other books, written many articles, and edited
numerous books.  He serves on the boards of several Evangelical and Reformed organizations
and institutions.  He and his wife Anne are the parents of two children.  At age forty-three,
he is the youngest minister to serve as Moderator.  He moderated the Assembly capably,
fairly, cordially, and effectively.

(3) Growth of the PCA

The General Assembly approved the creation of two new Florida
Presbyteries: Suncoast Presbytery out of Southwest Florida Presbytery and Gulfstream
Presbytery out of Southern Florida Presbytery.  Florida has been one of the most productive
areas for PCA church planting.  When the PCA began in 1973, we had few churches in
Florida.  Today one-sixth of the membership of the PCA is in Florida.  The two new
Presbyteries bring the total number of Presbyteries to sixty-eight.  In the last statistical year
(2003) the PCA grew by 2.68%, again being one of the fastest growing denominations in
North America.  As 2003 closed, the PCA had 1,565 churches and 320,400 members.  Total
local church disbursements exceeded $530,000,000.

(4) Marriage and Sexuality and Proposed Amendment to the U.S.

Constitution

(a) Five overtures and two personal resolutions regarding
Marriage and Sexuality and an Amendment to the U.S. Constitution were before the General
Assembly.  Unlike some mainline denominations that ordain homosexuals to ecclesiastical
office and allow homosexual marriages, the PCA holds to biblical marriage between one
man and one woman only (the Westminster Confession of Faith 24.1-2).  The PCA does not

ordain homosexuals to ecclesiastical office.  The Assembly amended and adopted Overture
16 from Missouri Presbytery, “Marriage and Sexuality,” and answered all other overtures
and personal resolutions on the subject by reference to action on Overture 16.  Link to the
Statement on Marriage and Sexuality: http://www.byfaithonline.com/partner/
Article_Display_Page/0,,PTID323422|CHID670978|CIID1811458,00.html

(b) The Assembly acted:
(I) Humbly to call on the civil governments of Canada and

the United States and all nations of the earth to act within their lawful powers and use
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whatever legislative and judicial instruments they deem most useful to ensure that marriage
is legally defined and interpreted throughout their jurisdictions as existing exclusively
between one man and woman. . . .

(ii) To call upon the Presbyteries and Sessions of the PCA
to strengthen the marriages in their own churches and exhort their elders to be bolder and
more caring shepherds of Christ’s flock that we might help stem the scandalous rising tide
of divorce in the church.

(iii) To call upon the Presbyteries and Sessions of the PCA
to encourage all men and women, boys and girls within the PCA to live chastely for the
sake of the Savior who bought them, whether in marriage or in singleness, whether they
must do battle against heterosexual or homosexual temptation in seeking to be faithful to
their Lord who loves them.

(iv) And to call upon its members to be “the salt and light of
the earth” in this context by exercising their full responsibilities as citizens including:

((a)) The communication of the Biblical faith of the PCA
in this matter.

((b)) To protect and defend the Biblical teaching of
marriage, according to their own best judgment as citizens in all spheres of public and
private discourse.

(v) And [directed] that these “calls” be communicated by
the Stated Clerk to all who have inquired and may inquire concerning these matters.

(5) Other Overtures.  There were sixteen overtures submitted to the
Assembly this year (fifteen from Presbyteries and one by a Session) as compared with
twenty-eight overtures in 2003.  The Assembly:

(a) Answered in the negative Overture 1 from Heritage
Presbytery (“Add Knowledge of the Holy Scriptures to Ordination Requirements for Ruling
Elders and Deacons”).

(b) Approved Overture 2 from Eastern Canada Presbytery
(“Amend BCO 24-3 Regarding Election of Ruling Elders and Deacons”), substituting
parenthetical reference to BCO 24-3 instead of BCO 24-2.  The proposed amendment will
be sent to Presbyteries for their vote (BCO 26-2).

(c) Answered in the negative Overture 6 from the Session of

Ellisville (MS) Presbyterian Church (“Amend BCO 13-1, 14-2, 23-2, 24-9 et altera to Restrict
Teaching Elders Voting in Presbyteries and General Assembly to Pastors and Associate
Pastors Only”).

(d) Answered in the negative Overture 7 (“Amend BCO 57-5
Regarding Adding a Congregation’s Vow at a Profession of Faith”) to require the congregation
to vow to support and encourage new members.

(e) Answered in the affirmative Overture 8 from North Texas
Presbytery (“Amend BCO 24-9 to Delete Age Requirement of Ruling Elders or Deacons
Emeriti”).  The proposed amendment will be sent to Presbyteries for their vote (BCO 26-2).

(f) Answered in the negative Overture 9 from Grace Presbytery
(“Regarding Doctrinal Subscription, Amend BCO Preface, Section II, Preliminary Principles
[by addition], Chapter 16 [by addition], and 21-4 [by deletion]”).  Overture 9 would have
undone the amendment to BCO 21-4 approved last year [so-called “Good Faith
Subscription”].

(g) Answered in the negative Overture 10 from Nashville
Presbytery (“Amend BCO 15-4 to Allow One TE and One RE from the Same Presbytery to
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Serve on SJC”).  The rule remains that only one elder of either type from a given Presbytery
may serve on the SJC.

(h) Answered in the negative Overture 5 from Westminster
Presbytery (“Revise Makeup of the Ridge Haven Board of Trustees”).  RH continues to be
exempted from the requirement of a numerical balance of Ruling Elders and Teaching Elders.

(6) Action on Proposed BCO 58-5 Amendment

A proposed amendment was sent down to Presbyteries for vote
by the last Assembly, namely an amendment to BCO 58-5 in the Directory of Worship
regarding the version of the Bible the presiding minister may use in stating the words of
institution by adding a parenthetical statement “(Some other biblical account of the institution
of this part of the Supper may be inserted here).”  No Presbyteries voted against the
amendment and the 32nd Assembly approved it (BCO 26-2).

(7) Pastoral Letter Racism and the Gospel

Last year the General Assembly directed MNA to draft a Pastoral Letter on Racism
and the Gospel.  The pastoral letter was presented to the Assembly and approved (BCO 14-
7).  The letter condemned racism and urged the Church to spread the Gospel among all
ethnic groups.  http://www.byfaithonline.com/partner/Article_Display_Page/0,,PTID3
23422/CHID670978/CIID1810742,00.html

(8) General Assembly Ministries Annual Reports

(a) The Administrative Committee and Office of the Stated Clerk

(AC/SC) reported that “PCANews.com” has been merged into “byfaithonline.com.”  A
print version of By Faith will begin publication upon the securing of the remaining funding
necessary.  TE John Kinser is now working with AC/SC in conflict prevention and
management in local churches.  The Strategic Planning Committee will function another
year as a sub-committee under the AC.

(b) Committee on Christian Education and Publications (CE&P)
provides teacher training, youth leader training, and Women in the Church (WIC) training
regionally.  CE&P provides national and regional conferences on children’s ministry, mercy
ministry, Christian schools, racial reconciliation, and women’s ministry, as well as Equip
conferences.

(c) Covenant College (CC) reported that enrollment for 2002-
2003 in all programs was about 1,300 students.  Student population has more than doubled
since 1990.  The long-term plan is to accommodate 2,000 students in residence.

(d) Covenant Theological Seminary (CTS) reported that the
M.Div continues to be the flagship program of the seminary.  An M.A. in Educational
Ministries is being added.  A $2 million grant was received from the Lilly Endowment for
“Sustaining Pastoral Excellence” for nurturing pastors and ruling elders.  CTS will cooperate
with Reformed and Westminster Seminaries in this ministry.

(e) Mission to North America (MNA) conducts three Church
Planter Assessment Centers as well as providing coaching ministry for church planters.
Multi-cultural ministries are being expanded to accomplish the goal that the face of the
PCA reflect the face of North America.

(f) Mission to the World (MTW) reported 560 long-term
missionaries, 176 two-year missionaries, 293 missionary interns, 6,801 two-week mission
trip participants, and 352 national church-planting partners.  Sixty-three percent of MTW
missionaries are involved in church planting.  MTW is working with RUM to develop
campus ministries abroad.
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(g) PCA Foundation (PCAF) reported total assets in 2003 of
$31.6 million.  $4,262,000 was disbursed for Kingdom work.  Over $2 million was channeled
to PCA local churches.

(h) PCA Retirement & Benefits (PCA-RBI) reported that the PCA
Health Plan experienced a 42% growth in participation in 2003.  The Long-term Disability
plan grew in participation by 5%.  Retirement Fund assets in 2003 were $201.6 million
with 4,846 participants.

(i) Ridge Haven Conference Center (RH) reported 1,428

campers and 604 conference participants in 2003 (new high).  Renovations continue on

existing buildings.  A new West Trek Trail is under construction.

(j) Reformed University Ministries (RUM) will have ministries
on over 90 campuses this fall.  Students from over thirty countries are involved in Reformed
University Fellowship International in the USA.

(9) Special Days, Offerings and Events Recommended for PCA

Churches

(a) The month of October 2004, a month of Prayer for global
missions.

(b) October 19, 2004, Covenant College Sunday.  Prayer for CC.
(c) The 2004 WIC Offering for MNA Hispanic-American

ministry development.
(d) A special offering for MTW Compassion Ministry to be taken

in 2005, date set by Sessions.
(e) November 14, 2004, A Day of Prayer and Fasting for the

Persecuted Church worldwide.
(f) November 2004, Thanksgiving Offering for MNA Urban and

Mercy Ministries.
(g) December 2004, Offering for Ministerial Relief (PCA-RBI).
(h) February 13, 2005, Ridge Haven Sunday, Day of Prayer.
(i) May 1-7, 2005, Week of Prayer coordinated by CE&P.

(10) The 33rd General Assembly will convene June 14-17, 2005, in

Chattanooga, Tennessee.

(11) A Word of Thanks and Request

The Administrative Committee/Office of the Stated Clerk provides
the administrative services and legal structure for the PCA to minister cooperatively as a
denomination.  All churches, presbyteries, and denominational ministries benefit from the
ministry of the AC/SC. Therefore, we request that all PCA churches consider supporting
the AC/SC through the per capita giving of Partnership Shares or proportional giving (for
example, one-half of one percent of local church offerings).  We appreciate your support

for this needful ministry

d. The Committee met with the Interchurch Committee of the PCA on
September 21-22, 2004 and April 6, 2005.

(1) A list of OPC concerns for PCA consideration was drawn up as
issues of great concern to the CEIR included governmental issues, discipline issues, worship
issues and missions/ecumenical issues.

(2) The spirit of the meetings was very good
(3) Our Committee appointed two men each to work with PCA

appointees on subcommittees of the baptismal form and on practical ways our churches can
work together.



271Appendix

3. Reformed Church in the United States (RCUS)

a. The RCUS and the OPC are in the relationship of Ecclesiastical
Fellowship

b. The report of the RCUS to NAPARC included the following:
The 258th meeting of the Reformed Church in the United States opened

on the evening of Monday, May 10, 2004, with worship.  The president of the Synod, Rev.
Vernon Pollema, preached the Word of God from Joshua 23 and 24.  Therein the delegates
and members of the Manitowoc, Wisconsin, congregation were instructed to maintain
faithfulness to God.  Particularly in a time when the difference between the world and the
church is increasingly apparent, the church must be certain to know Joshua’s command in
chapter 23:11 “Therefore take careful heed to yourselves, that you love the LORD your
God.”

(1) The Special Committee to Study Justification
(a) The most significant report which came before the Synod

this year was a partial report from a special committee which had been assigned the task of
studying the doctrine of justification.  This assignment had been given not because of a
lack of clarity in the Three Forms of Unity or our common understanding of the Scriptures,
but rather because of a pair of uncertainties which have arisen in evangelical Christianity.

(b) The first of these uncertainties centers on former professor
at Westminster Seminary in Philadelphia and retired minister in the Christian Reformed
Church in North America, Rev. Norman Shepherd.  Since 1975 there have been questions
about Rev. Shepherd’s doctrine of justification.  Particularly, some have wondered about
his understanding of the relationship of our good works to God’s work of justification.

(2) The Special Committee to Study the Establishment of a
Denominational Seminary

(a) At the 256th meeting of Synod, an overture was received
which requested the establishment of a denominational seminary.  Synod then established a
special committee to consider that request-a study which was not completed until this year’s
meeting.

(b) Two reports were received.  The majority report recommended
that the RCUS move ahead with the immediate establishment of a denominational seminary,
designate which seminary that would be, and then create a committee to determine how to
fund the institution and what the relationship of the seminary to the denomination would
entail.

(c) The minority report recommended that the Synod consider
other ways of training students beside a denominational seminary and give the Permanent
Education Committee the responsibility to suggest when the time might be right to establish
a denominational institution.

(d) There was vigorous debate on both sides of the issue.  Those
who favored the establishment of a seminary argued that the Bible requires the RCUS to
have its own seminary.  Further, our denomination has gone too long relying on independent
institutions providing us with able men.  Now that we are capable of having a denominational
seminary, we should proceed with doing so.

(3) Home Missions Committee Report
(a) The third report that we will consider together came from

the Standing Committee on Home Missions.  We currently have nine home mission works
which receive funding from the synod and their respective classes.  In addition there are a
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number of other works which do not receive funding, but continue to bring the gospel to
places which do not yet have that light.

(b) Even though our established churches are not involved in
the day to day work of these mission works, yet in a very real sense we are striving together
for the sake of the gospel.  Approximately a quarter of our yearly synodical guidelines are
sent to home mission works.  This is in addition to the amount that each classis provides to
the works within its borders.  These works rely on the spiritual and financial support of
each member of the RCUS.  Later on in this year there will a Sunday dedicated to prayer on
behalf of these works with an offering collected for the home mission work of Calhan,
Colorado.  We should give generously of our prayer and money to support these works.

(c) In connection with the work of home missions, it was also
decided at Synod to fund the creation of a series of radio programs.  These programs will be
designed for play on radio stations in cities where we already have established RCUS
churches and are capable of at least another church.  It is the hope of the Home Missions
Committee to focus on four or five cities, buy time on radio stations to air the series of
programs, create additional interest in a RCUS work in another part of the city, and then
work with the established church to create a new work.

(4) Foreign Missions Committee Report
(a) The last report was from the Foreign Missions Committee.

Many of the readers of this periodical will be familiar with the work that has taken place in
Kenya and the Congo.

(b) Perhaps the greatest need that is evident in those places is
orthodox Reformed teaching.  It had been hoped in previous years that we might meet this
need through the sending of a missionary.  However this year the permanent committee
brought a recommendation to send two sets of two men to Kenya for one month each to
provide instruction to these brothers and sisters.

(c) At the time of this writing it has yet to be determined who
will be sent to do the work.  It will not be easy for any of our pastors to leave his church and
family for an extended period of time.  Yet our God has given us the privilege and
responsibility of working with those across the world of the same faith.  We do ask that God
will raise up men from our churches who will be willing and ready to do this work.  Perhaps
a word of encouragement to your pastor or a capable elder would be the way in which God
would provide for this need.

(5) At the end of each meeting of synod there is always a sense of
accomplishment mixed with expectation.  There is gratitude for work finished.  There is
also a relying upon our God to bless what has been decided.  May our God establish the
work of our hands (Ps. 90: 17).

4. Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America (RPCNA)

a. The RPCNA and the OPC are in the relationship of Ecclesiastical
Fellowship.

b. The report of the RPCNA to NAPARC included the following:
(1) The 173rd Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of North

America met at Taylor University, Upland, Indiana, June 19-24, 2004.  Rev. Ralph Joseph,
Pastor of the RP Church in Selma, Alabama, was elected Moderator.  The theme of devotions
each day were the “Faithful Sayings” of Scripture.

(2) Our Interchurch Relations Committee reported to the Synod
the approval by NAPARC of a definition of Organic Church Union, and acknowledged
invitations for church union talks from both the OPC and the PCA.  It was decided, that
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since in history and practice we have more in common with the ARP, that our first priority
should be to reach out to them to seek a focused discussion of our heritage and worship as
a basis for discussion of church union.  We are still be open to enter into church union talks
with the OPC and the PCA at a later time.

(3) Probably the most discussion at Synod centered around a proposed
change in our Directory for Church Government.  The current practice is for the
congregation to elect congregational officers (chairman, vice-chairman and secretary) at
the annual congregational meeting to be in charge at business meetings (usually just once a
year) of the congregation.  The proposed change is to restrict the election of church officers
to “teaching and ruling elders and deacons”.  The basic reason for the proposed change is
that elders and deacons are the Scripturally approved officers of the church and are both
appropriate and sufficient to hold those positions.  The proposed change passed by more
than a two-thirds vote at Synod and goes down to the Sessions in overture.

(4) The Foreign Mission Board reported on the growth and
strengthening of our six congregations in Kobe, Japan.  In addition to the new church building
at Kasumigaoka, funds have been raised  to construct a new church building at Higashisuma.
Four of these congregations are served by Japanese pastors.  Rev. James Pennington, who
also serves as a pastor, will be completing his missionary service next year, and the Foreign
Mission Board is calling for a missionaries to go to Japan to work with the Presbytery.
Kobe Theological Hall had 15 students this past year, four of whom are under care of
Presbytery.  There are two possible new fields of work that the Board is considering:  Yemen
and the Sudan.  In each case, we have people on the field whom we are supporting;  it is
exciting to see where God will lead.

(5) The Home Mission Board was assigned by Synod “ to facilitate
the establishment of new RPCNA congregations by providing Counsel, Encouragement,
Resources and Training to its Presbyteries.”  They also provided an interesting list of “Lessons
Learned” during the past ten years from new church plants which were not able to continue.
Along with the Committee on Revitalization of Older Congregation, they stressed a greater
concern for the strengthening of older churches as well as the planting of new churches.

(6) Two of the professors of the Reformed Presbyterian Theological

Seminary will be retiring in 2005:  Drs. Wayne R. Spear and Edward Robson.  In a careful
process in which credentials were presented, candidates for the position of Professor of Old
Testament Studies were publicly interviewed and observed  by the Synod in a class-room
setting, C. J. Williams, currently a pastor and candidate for doctoral degree at Baltimore
Hebrew University, was elected.  Dr. Jerry O’Neill, President of the Seminary, was elected
for another  7-year term.  Election will be held at the Synod of 2005 for a new Professor of
Systematic Theology.  At the Commencement in May, eight men received the M.Div. degree;
one man received the M.T.S. degree.  100 students are enrolled this Fall with an F.T.E. of
58.  The Seminary is planning for a program of celebration in 2010 commemorating its
200th Anniversary.

(7) Geneva College completed its 156th year and elected its 19th

President, Dr. Kenneth A. Smith, who will be installed October 30, 2004.  Dr. John H.
White was named President-Emeritus and will continue to give limited service to the College.

(8) The Reformed Presbyterian Home in Pittsburgh reported the
proposed construction of 36 new apartments (“The Upper Rooms”) on the hill above the
Home.
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(9) Following the adoption of a position paper entitled “The Worship
of the Church” last year, this year’s special committee prepared a paper on “Psalms in the
Worship of the Church”.  Copies of these papers are available from the Crown and Covenant
Publications office, 7408 Penn Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15208 or www@psalms4u.com.

(10) A significant change in the time of Synod was adopted when
next year’s Synod was set to meet June 27-30, 2005 at Geneva College, Beaver Falls, PA.
This is a much shorter time frame for Synod (Monday evening through Thursday) since the
usual meeting has been from a Saturday evening through the following Friday.  The rationale
was in the economy of both time and finances.

5. Canadian Reformed Churches (CANREF) [//www.canrc.org]
a. The Orthodox Presbyterian Church and the Canadian Reformed

Churches are in Ecclesiastical Fellowship.  The Committee is working with the Committee
for Contact with Churches in the Americas of the Canadian Reformed Churches to implement
the new relationship.

b. The Committee met with the members of the interchurch relations
committee of the Canadian Reformed Churches (CANREF) on Thursday April7, 2005.

c. The report of the CANREF to NAPARC included the following:
(1) We bring greetings on behalf of the Canadian Reformed Churches.

A few churches in the United States also belong to our federation.  They call themselves
American Reformed Churches.

Thanks for receiving us for the 3rd time as observing delegates.
This time we are present with four delegates.  We use the NAPARC meeting as an opportunity
to have face-to-face discussions with our sister churches who are represented here.  This
shows our desire of taking ecumenical relationships seriously.  At the same time our presence
shows that we like to carry out the mandate our churches have given us in regard to NAPARC.

(2) Statistics and distinctives.
(a) In 2002 we gave an introduction of the Canadian Reformed

Churches to this council.  Then we provided you with some statistics and distinctives.  Our
federation has a membership of around 15,000 members.  We are thankful to report that a
substantial part of our membership is formed by covenant youth.  Our members maintain
own schooling, from kindergarten to theological training and teachers’ training as well.

(b) Our preaching can be characterized as redemptive-historical,
Christ centered preaching with the call to have comfort in Him in life and death.  Catechism
preaching usually takes place in the second worship service.  Our churches firmly believe
in catechizing the covenant youth.  Weekly catechetical instruction is given to our young
people to prepare them to respond to their baptism by making public profession of faith in
unity with the ecumenical Creeds and as this faith is expressed in the Belgic Confession,
Heidelberg Catechism and the Canons of Dordt.  So, our churches actively pursue
confessional membership.  General pastoral care is given through home visits the elders
bring to the members at least once per year.  Personal and congregational Bible Study is
encouraged and practiced within our Churches.  The one congregation more than the other
is actively engaged in reaching out with the gospel.

(c) In all these activities of our Reformed faith the churches
support and encourage one another through an annual church visitation.  This care takes
place on behalf of our Classes.  In all its practices the Canadian Reformed Churches maintain
the good order as they have accepted this in their Church Order.  This order is still strongly
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based on the ancient Church Order of Dordt 1618-1619.  According to this Church Order
we consider the consistory as the governing body of the local church.  The other ecclesiastical
assemblies (Classes, Regional Synods and General Synods) are convened to support each
other in love and unity.

(d) We are thankful to report that all our church work could go
on under the providing hand of the Head of the Church..  He comforted us when we met
difficulty and disappointment.  He also greatly encouraged us by giving us His abundant
blessings.

(3) General Synod Chatham 2004

In February of this year 2004 our churches met together in General
Synod at Chatham, Ontario.  A quick look at the content the Acts of this General Synod
shows that a great portion of its agenda was taken up by the ecumenical contacts our churches
maintain with Reformed churches, which have their roots in The Netherlands, and with the
ICRC churches.  Being Reformed also requires a high concern regarding a good Bible
Translation in order that the voice of God is clearly heard.  At the same time it is of great
concern to us that the voice of God’s people in giving praise to God is also clearly biblical.
That’s why the items such as Bible Translation and the Book of Praise are also on the
agenda of a General Synod.  As said before our churches maintain their own theological
training.  The Board of Governors of our Theological College at Hamilton ON report to
General Synod.  General Synods make appointments of staff members.  Synod Chatham
2004 needed to appoint a new professor due to the illness of Prof. Dr. Jack DeJong.  Dr.
Arjan J. DeVisser was appointed in his place.  Deep sadness about the deteriorating health
of  Dr. DeJong was mixed with thankfulness that the Lord continues to provide a teacher in
the disciplines of diaconology (= practical theology) and ecclesiology.  General Synod
Chatham also had to deal with a few appeals.  Overall the Acts of this General Synod shows
that generally speaking our churches enjoy the blessed peace our Lord Jesus Christ has
obtained for us.

(4) NAPARC

(a) Now I have come to the point that is of most interest to you.
Our committee reported on the meetings of NAPARC in 2002 and 2003.  We introduced
NAPARC to our churches by passing on data such as NAPARC’s basis, purpose, function,
authority and its faithful keeping to its constitution as we could observe.  We especially
made mention of NAPARC’s aim to work for organic union among its member churches.
In view of this aim NAPARC is collating data of the distinctives of the member churches.
In our evaluation we mentioned the following: “Now that the ERQ has joined NAPARC,
three churches with which we have close contact are members of the Council.  The action,
which NAPARC took pertaining to the CRCNA, shows this council does wish to maintain
its confessional basis.  We cannot object to this basis, as it is similar to the basis of the
International Conference of Reformed Churches (ICRC) of which the Canadian Reformed
Churches are a charter member.

(b) So, membership may be useful to provide support to our sister
churches OPC and RCUS in NAPARC, to express greater unity with the ERQ with which
we seek Ecclesiastical Fellowship, and to fulfill the biblical calling to foster unity with
other Reformed churches.  Our membership of NAPARC is also possible in that we could
subscribe to its scriptural basis and constitution.

(c) Our committee, however, did not feel it justified as yet
recommending membership since we are just starting to know NAPARC.  General Synod
Chatham was appreciative about our work of introducing NAPARC to the churches.  However
Synod agreed with the sentiment from within our churches, which questioned the need for
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another organisation beside the ICRC.  There is, Synod stated, “significant duplication in
the purpose, function and membership of NAPARC and the ICRC.  Analogous to the regional
mission conferences of the ICRC, the possibility could be explored for NAPARC to be
integrated into the ICRC in a similar fashion.”  That consideration formed the ground for
the mandate Synod Chatham gave to us as committee, that we should continue to observe
your meetings and initiate discussion on the matters raised by Synod: what is the need for
NAPARC beside the ICRC?  and is NAPARC open to explore the possibility for NAPARC
to be integrated into the ICRC in a similar fashion as the ICRC mission conferences are
held?

(d) By way of this report about our Canadian and American
Reformed Churches, we respectfully place these questions before you and would like to
encourage you to respond to them so that we will be able to serve our churches on these
points.

(5) In conclusion – Tribute to Prof Dr. Jelle Faber

(a) From the above your Council hears that God continues to
bless our churches.  He cared for us as members of Christ.  He added members through
birth and the regenerating power of the gospel.  As the God of life and salvation He also
took members home.  More and more the pioneers (the first workers within our federation)
are gathered to the glorious congregation before God’s heavenly throne.  One in particular
I like to mention.  On September 30,2004 our brother Jelle Faber departed from us at the
blessed age of 80 years.  During his life as Pastor and especially as Teacher at our Theological
College, Prof. Faber liked to emphasize the catholicity of the church.  No wonder that this
faithful servant of the Lord was also a hard worker for the true ecumenicity of the Church.
He was a fervent promoter of establishing contact and unity within the ICRC and with
churches in the Americas.  He practiced what he preached, being truly catholic, i.e. Reformed
catholic.

(b) Dr. Faber explains the catholicity of the church as follows
(in his Essays in Reformed Doctrine, p.74 ff.  The word “catholicity” is of Greek origin.  It
is composed of the pronoun “kata” and the adjective “holos.”  “Holos” means “whole,”
“that which constitutes a whole.”  “Catholic” therefore means “relative to the whole,”
“common,” “general” “Catholic” is that which exists in its fullness.”  Faber then shows that
this word can indicate a spatial dimension, a temporal and a geographical dimension.

Yet, that’s not even the whole meaning, Faber explores it
further and discovers that “catholic” also has the meaning of “perfect,” “complete”, “in
fullness,” “exactly as it has to be.”  “Perhaps he says - the best translation yet is: “all-
encompassing.”  The church, therefore, as our Reformed confessions express, cannot be
man’s work but it is full the divine work of God Triune.  That is the glory in the church
because of which the church can never be destroyed.  This “indefectibilitas” of the church
was also a theme of Faber’s teaching as the truth of God’s Word.  The Lord will complete
His catholic work in Christ, carrying out His agenda: only a short time and then the present
hidden glory of God will completely shine through the whole of the church.  That is our
hope!

Brothers, “May the God of peace, who through the blood of
the eternal covenant brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the
sheep, equip you with everything good for doing His will, and may He work in us what is
pleasing to Him!  through Jesus Christ, to Whom be glory for ever and ever, Amen
(Hebr.13:20-21)

B. Other Churches
1. Bible Presbyterian Church (BPC) [http://bpc.org/]
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a. The BPC and the OPC are in Corresponding Relationship
b. We continue to send observers to their annual Synod each year.  They

afford our observer with full privileges.
c. They plan to have a fraternal observer at this General Assembly

2. United Reformed Churches of North America (URCNA)

a. The OPC is in a corresponding relationship with the URCNA.
b. The URCNA is a member church of the ICRC and of NAPARC.
c. The URCNA “Guidelines for Ecumenicity and Church Unity” were

included in our report to the 70th General Assembly (2003).
d. The Committee last met with the interchurch relations committee of

the United Reformed Churches in North America (URCNA) November 13, 2003.
f. The OPC - URC Statements of Agreement were printed in the Minutes

of the 2004 GA.  Your Committee continues to review these and proposes changes to them.
g. The report of the URCNA to NAPARC included the following:

(1) The 5th Synod of the URCNA was held in Calgary, AB, June 15-
18, 2004.

Synod was challenged with a number of rather substantive issues.
What follows is a summary of some of the highlights of the meeting.

(a) Creation.  On the teaching of the Bible regarding creation,
the synod had been overtured (asked) by the churches to add to the affirmations made at
Synod Escondido 2001.  The decision of this body was that no expanded statement was
necessary.

(b) Ethical Issues.  One of the classes had overtured synod to
make statements regarding the sins of homosexuality and abortion.  The synod decided that
we were not [would not make] such statements because no one in our midst denies that such
actions are sinful.  In the grounds for both of these decisions it was affirmed that Scriptures
are already clear, and the confessions clearly imply that these actions are sinful.

(c) Justification through Faith Alone.  In our day there is in
Reformed circles a growing concern among many that the teaching of justification through
faith alone, what Martin Luther called “the article of a standing or falling church,” is coming
under attack or is being lost sight of.  In an appeal that made its way to our synod, it was
contended that one of our ministers had denied this teaching in one of his sermons.  The
sermon was evaluated, and whereas the appeal was neither upheld nor denied, the following
set of helpful statements and decisions were made.

First, Synod affirms that the Scriptures and confessions

(Heidelberg Q/A 59-62; Belgic Confession Articles 20-23) teach the doctrine of justification

by grace alone through faith alone, based upon the active and passive obedience of Christ

alone.

Second, Synod declares that the sermon under consideration

is unclear and confusing on the doctrine of justification by grace alone through faith alone.

Third, Synod advises the consistory to work pastorally with

the pastor to bring any divergent view that he may have on this issue into conformity with

what Synod here affirms.

(d) Paedocommunion.  The issue of Paedocommunion also
figured prominently at our recent assembly by way of overture and appeals, children at the
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Lord’s table.  It is understood to refer specifically to the practice of children, even very
young children, as young as infants, being able to come to the Lord’s table without a
profession of faith, simply on the basis of their baptized covenant status.  The synod rejected
this practice with the following statement: The confessions to which the URCNA subscribe

(the Heidelberg Catechism, the Belgic Confession, the Canons of Dort) accurately summarize

the teaching of Scripture (1 Corinthians 11:2425; 28).  Thus our confessions, in harmony

with the Scripture, require that the Lord’s Supper be administered only to those who have

publicly professed their faith in the presence of God and His holy church

(e) Ecumenical Relations.  As a reflection of our name as United

Reformed Churches, there was also at this synod a continued emphasis on the importance
of unity with all those of like precious confession.  Though there are indeed differences
among us in term of the rate and manner with which we should go about these pursuits, it
was indeed gratifying to see all of the ways our churches are being recognized from around
the world for our commitment to truth and unity.  Synod received greetings from
representatives of the GKN (vrijgemaakt) of the Netherlands, the RCNZ of New Zealand,
and the GKSA (“Doppers”) of South Africa.  The synod also drafted a letter of concern
over the fact that the above listed church in South Africa has recently decided to open the
office of deacons to women.

We also received greetings from a number of North American
churches.  Representatives of the Reformed Church of the United States (RCUS), Canadian
Reformed, Presbyterian Church of America (PCA), Orthodox Presbyterian Church (OPC),
Free Reformed as well as OCRC.

In our ecumenical decisions, the synod decided to proceed
to Phase 1 or Corresponding Relations with the Eglise Reformee du Quebec (ERQ) as well
as with the Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America (RPCNA).  We also decided
to enter into phase 2 with the RCUS, which will require a ratification vote by all of the
consistories by May 1,2005.  Since it is expected that our relations with the RCUS will
proceed even slower than the coming together we hope for with the Canadian Reformed
Churches, no committees were established at this time to begin preparations for a phase
three relationship.  Synod also decided, with regret, to remove the name of the Protestant
Reformed Churches (PRC) from the list with which our committee should be in dialogue.

Our ecumenical relations committee will be restructured to
include representation from each classis.

(f) The Song Book.  The work on the new Song Book continues
and is expected to take some time.  In the meantime the synod has approved the republication
of the Blue Psalter Hymnal for use in our churches.  Concerns were raised that no churches
have been taking collections for the work of the new song book - and the churches will be
informed that over the years this will become a need.  Synod also encourages the
congregations to familiarize themselves with the Canadian Reformed Book of Praise as
some of those songs may one day be incorporated into the new song book.

(g) Joint Church Order.  A significant amount of work that has
already been done on a potential joint Church Order with the Canadian Reformed was
included in the agenda for synod.  It was received only for information at this point.  Within
the next two years, when the material is more complete, it will be presented to the churches
for their consideration and input for two more years.
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(h) At the close of the meeting, the date for the next synod was
set: July 9-13, 2007.  The Church of Schererville IN (near Chicago) has volunteered to
serve as the convening church.

3. Protestant Reformed Churches (PRC)
The Committee determined to take no further initiative with respect to a

meeting with the PRC.

4. Free Reformed Churches in North America (FRCNA) [www.frcna.org]
The Committee hopes to have an observer at the meeting of their synod this

year.

5. L’Église Réformée du Québec (ERQ)
a. The Orthodox Presbyterian Church and the Reformed Church of

Quebec (L’Église Réformée du Québec (ERQ)) are in a Corresponding Relationship.
b. A fraternal delegate from the ERQ plans to be present at this assembly
c. The report of the ERQ to NAPARC included the following:

(1) We thank the Lord for the beginning of a new church plant in the
city of Laval, just north of Montreal.  A group of twenty members from our Montreal center
city church began this work after Farel, the Reformed theological seminary, purchased a
building and property of a former Roman Catholic Church in Laval.  (Four full-time students
have been attending Farel, which is served by two full-time professors and several part-
time teachers, in order to make known the Reformed faith in Québec and the francophones.)

(2) The church in Laval is pastored conjointly by the pastors Jean-
Guy DeBlois and Adriaan Neele.  The Rev. Jean-Guy DeBlois has served until recently as
the director of Farel.  He also administers a Christian elementary school on the same premises.
The Rev. Neele was called to serve as professor and dean of the seminary and, following an
examination by the ERQ synod, was ordained as pastor of the Église réformée de Laval.
We ask that you pray for this new congregation.

(3) Other significant events of the past year include the acceptance
of Mr. Mario Bertrand as candidate for the ministry, upon the successful completion of a
one year internship.  He works as a part-time chaplain and is seeking a call to the pastorate.
Mr. Meine Veldman was examined by the synod and also accepted as a candidate.  He
presently teaches at Farel and preaches regularly at the Église réformée de Laval.  The
congregation of the Église réformée St-Paul continues to seek a new pastor after the
unexpected death of their former pastor, the Rev. David Craig, in November 2001.

(4) The Missions Committee has been mandated to explore the
possibility of airing the radio broadcast of Foi et vie réformée, animated by the Rev. Eric
Kayayan.  A liturgy committee continues to prepare liturgies for profession of faith, baptism
and ordination.  We’re thankful for the liturgy resources that we have received from several
NAPARC churches.

(5) After several years of surplus budgets, the financial needs of the
ERQ have increased this year.  While the local churches have sought to increase giving and
the synod has trimmed its expenses, the ERQ still faces a shortfall of $9,450.  The ERQ
synod has asked our committee to set this need before you, brothers, for your consideration
and your prayers.
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(6) Finally, the next regular synod of the ERQ is planned for March
18-19, 2005 in St-Georges (Québec).  However, the ERQ pastors and elders, along with
their wives, will spend the evening of November 19th enjoying a supper together and listening
to a lecture on the family life of a church officer.  Pray that the Lord will bless this time of
fellowship and mutual edification.

6. Korean American Presbyterian Church [KAPC]
The 28th General Assembly of the KAPC met during May 18-21,2004 at

Sheraton Hotel, East Rutherford, New Jersey.  Following are the representative actions of
the General Assembly:

a. Rev. Eun Young Hwang, pastor of Antioch KAPC in Livingston, NJ,
was elected as the moderator.  Rev. Yong Kol Yi, pastor of Yuong-Sang KAPC in Horsham,
PA, was elected as the vice-moderator.  According to the practice of the KAPC, Rev. Yi will
be the next moderator when the Philadelphia Presbytery (where Rev. Yi is a member) hosts
the 29th General Assembly in 2005 in or near Philadelphia, PA.

b. Annually, qualifying examinations for pastoral candidates are given
during the General Assembly.  During this GA, 24 candidates passed and are now qualified
to undergo the process of presbytery examinations for pastoral ordination.

c. Rev. David H. Yuhan (Southern California Presbytery) was appointed
as the General Secretary to replace Rev. Duck Y. Won who recently resigned from the post.

d. KAPC World Mission Board received official approval of the GA to
launch its work, taking over and expanding the work done previously under Foreign Missions
Committee.

e. In response to an overture by Northwest Presbytery, requesting an
official statement by the GA in opposition to the same gender marriage, the General Assembly
expressed a unified opposition to the idea of the same gender marriage and any possibility
of governmental recognition of it and resolved to communicate the GA position to the
federal government of the nation.

f. The GA resolved to extend a fraternal relation to the Theological
Seminary in Heuk Ryong-Kang City in Northeastern China in response to an overture by
Foreign Missions Committee.

g. The GA resolved to establish a relationship of administrative
cooperation with Daehan Yesukyo Jangnohye (Gaehyuk) in the Republic of Korea to promote
mutual cooperation for the growth of the church and the worldwide work of missions.

h. The GA approved a division of Northern California Presbytery.  The
respective presbyteries are named, Northern California Presbytery and Northern California
South Presbytery.

With the division of Northern California Presbytery, the current number
of presbyteries stand at 23.  The total number of communicant members reported is 43,999.
The total number of non-communicant members is 8,929.  The total number of local churches
stands at 446.

7. Others

The Committee is seeking to have contact with other North American
churches by means of our liaisons.

IV FELLOWSHIP WITH CHURCHES ABROAD
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The Churches.  The Committee seeks to maintain an active fellowship with churches
abroad especially through our membership in the ICRC, though not limited to that.

A. Presbyterian Church in Korea/Kosin (PCKK)

The OPC is in Ecclesiastical Fellowship with the PCKK.  We have had a very
close relationship dating back almost to the start of our church.

B. Reformed Church in Japan (RCJ)

Douglas Clawson and Mr. Peterson were our Fraternal Delegation to the 2004
General Assembly.

C. Presbyterian Church of Japan (PCJ)

The OPC and the PCJ are in Corresponding Relations.
Mr. Peterson attended their GA in 2004.

D. The Free Church of Scotland (FCS) and The Free Church of Scotland/

Continuing (FCS/C)

1. The split
a. On January 20, 2000, 22 ministers (15 serving, 3 suspended and 4

retired) walked out of the meeting of the Commission of the Assembly of the Free Church
of Scotland which served libels on them for defiance of the church court and suspended
them on full pay pending mediation and trial.  This culminated an unrest and division in the
church which began in the middle 1980s.  The documentation, the media releases and email
are extensive.  The seceders are organized into the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing).

b. The official statements of the two groups have been included in our
reports to recent General Assemblies and may be found on their websites: The statement of
the Free Church of Scotland, “The Free Church Division of January 2000 - A Free Church
Perspective”, may be found on their website www.freechurch.org.; and T h e
declaration of the Free Church of Scotland Continuing, “Declaration of Reconstitution of
the Historic Free Church of Scotland”, may be found on their website
www.freechurchcontinuing.co.uk .

2. Subsequently a subcommittee visited the Free Church of Scotland (FCS)
and the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) (FCSC).

3. Communications were sent to both groups and responses received from
both groups.  The Committee has responded to the responses.

4. At their request and on recommendation of your Committee the GA
recommend to the International Conference of Reformed Churches (ICRC) that the Free
Church of Scotland (Continuing) be received into the membership of the ICRC.

5. Messrs. Bube and Peterson were a fraternal delegation to both GAs in May

2005.

6. Your Committee continues to pursue the situation existing in the fatherland
of Presbyterianism with the goal of reconciliation between the churches.

7. The FCSC took the FCS to court, claiming that they were the Free Church
of Scotland.  The judge ruled in favor of the FCS.  Her opinion is found at http://
www.scotcourts.gov.uk/opinions/2005CSOH46.html

E. Evangelical Presbyterian Church of England and Wales (EPCEW)
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1. The OPC has a relationship of Ecclesiastical fellowship with the EPCEW.
2. That church is a member of the International Conference of Reformed

Churches [ICRC].

F. Reformed Churches of New Zealand (RCNZ)

1. The OPC and the RCNZ are in Ecclesiastic Fellowship.
2. The OP delegate will meet with the RCNZ at ICRC 2005.

G. Reformed Churches in the Netherlands (Liberated) (de Gereformeerde Kerken

in Nederland (Vrijgemaakt)) (GKNV)

1. The OPC has a Corresponding Relationship with the GKNV.
2. They are a member of the International Conference of Reformed Churches

[ICRC].
3. The Committee sent a three-man subcommittee of Messrs. Bube, Tyson

and Williamson to Holland to meet with the GKNV regarding some concerns that have
arisen.

4. The GKNV has invited us into a closer relationship with them.  Our response
is found in the recommendation below.

H. Reformed churches in South Africa (GKSA).

1. The GKSA has requested that they and the OPC enter ecclesiastical
fellowship.

2. See the recommendation below

I. Other churches
There is intense persecution of Christians in many areas of this world.  It is

urged that these persecuted brothers and sisters be included in our prayers.

V INTERCHURCH BODIES

A. International Conference of Reformed Churches (ICRC)

1. ICRC 2005, its sixth Assembly , will be held in Pretoria, South Africa with
the Free Reformed Churches of South Africa as hosts.  The venue will be the Dutch Reformed
Church building in Rietfontein, Pretoria, with accommodation in the Jakaranda Lodge (about
20 minutes walk away).  This has options of single, double rooms or self catering units
which are quite reasonable.  Those who want a single room will have to pay a supplement.
The main meal will be at the FRCSA church (10 minutes walk).  85 delegates are expected.

2. The theme for the conference is: “The Lordship of Christ” 1) in the life of

the believer; 2) in the church; and proclaimed in the world.  Speakers will be 1) Dr. A. J. de
Visser (South Africa), 2) Dr. J. W. Maris (CGKN) and 3) Rev. D. A. Robertson (Scotland)
and Rev. Y Dethan (Indonesia).

3. The opening address will be an address in connection with the theme, based
on Revelation 1:5,6 (20 minutes).

4. The website (www.icrconline.com) has been improved and made more
attractive.
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5. Your Committee is seeking to meet with the Reformed Churches of New
Zealand (RCNZ) and Christian Reformed Churches in the Netherlands (CGKN)
representatives while in South Africa for the meeting.

6. The four-man OPC delegation to ICRC 2005 in Pretoria, South Africa, are
Messrs. Bube, Knight (voting), Peterson and Tyson (non-voting), with Messrs. Curto and
Williamson, as alternates (in that order).

B. North American Presbyterian and Reformed Council (NAPARC)

1. The Thirtieth meeting of the North American Presbyterian and Reformed
Council (NAPARC) met on November 9-10, 2003, in Kansas City, Missouri, hosted by the
RCUS.  The delegates of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church appointed by the Committee
were Messrs. Knight, Needham, Peterson and Williamson.

2. The delegation reports the following
a. The meeting was attended by representatives of the following member

churches: Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church, Eglise reformee du Quebec, Korean
American Presbyterian Church, Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Presbyterian Church in
America, Reformed Church in the United States, Reformed Presbyterian Church in North
America.

Also present were observers from the following invited churches:
Canadian Reformed Churches, Free Reformed Churches of North America, Heritage
Reformed Congregations, Korean Presbyterian Church in America (Kosin), Presbyterian
Reformed Church, United Reformed Churches in North America

b. The meeting was called to order by the retiring Chairman, Rev. John
Dawson of the ARP Church.

c. The first order of business was the election of officers and the
expectation was that Dr. Steve Sung Park of the Korean American Presbyterian Church
would serve as the chairman.  But Dr. Park asked for a one year delay.  The Council therefore
returned all of the sitting officers to serve another year.  Rev. John H. Dawson as Chairman,
Rev. Bruce Parnell as Vice Chairman, Rev. Ronald Potter as Secretary, Rev. Maynard Koerner
as Treasurer.

d.  The chairman then invited Member Churches to present reports.  These
reports are usually presented both orally and in written form and contain a summary of
statistics and official decisions of importance.  It is our understanding that copies of these
are kept by the Secretary.  These reports are followed by an opportunity for questions and
by prayer for the reporting church by some representative chosen by the chairman.

e. The chairman also invited Observer Churches to present reports in a
similar way.

f. The minutes of the previous NAPARC meeting were then approved.
g. The Council then considered the following communications: A.  From

the OPC GA re: a resolution on Justification; B.  From the OPC, CEIR, information and a
request for action (see below under new business); C.  From the PCA: 32nd General Assembly
a resolution On Marriage and Sexuality; D.  From the PCA: Stated Clerk’s report to the
32nd General Assembly; E.  From the PCA: Pastoral Letter on Racism; F.  From the URCNA
re: membership application (see below under new business).

h. The Treasurer then reported that due to the faithful support of the
member churches and the fact that costs have been kept low, there is an increasing balance
in NAPARC’s account.  At the end of last year it was $7,245.89 and now stands at $9,882.44.
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I. The Interim Committee then reported indicating that it had met as
planned on the morning of the 10th and that motions it had adopted would be brought
forward at the appropriate point under Old and New Business.

j. The Council then returned to Old Business.
(1)  Dr. George Knight was appointed to the continuing committee

on Women in the Military.
(2) The Council heard a brief report from the Website Committee and

decided to allocate $500 for this work.  $250 was designated as compensation for the web-
master, and $250 for any expenses incurred in maintaining the site.

(3) The Council heard a report of the Committee to Plan a Celebration

of the 500th Anniversary of the Birth of John Calvin, in 2009.  It was determined to have the
Secretary send a letter to the member churches to get their response to the idea of a possible
concurrent meeting of Synods and Assemblies.

(4) The Council then considered a report of the Committee to make

G.I. Williamson’s Westminster Confession of Faith for Study Classes available in the Spanish
Language.  The good news was that the translation of this book was completed through the
help of the Den Dulk foundation, and that the Banner of Truth Trust has now published the
book.  A copy of the book was then presented to each member church, and a copy signed by
all representatives was presented to the author.

k. There was then a report on Foreign and Home Missions Consultations
and a growing sense of the importance of each church knowing what other member churches
are doing, and where they are doing it.  There was also an expression of concern to show
respect for each other’s work by honoring the comity agreement.

l.  The Council then turned to New Business
(1) First on the agenda here was the application of the United

Reformed Churches of North America for membership in NAPARC.  This application was
warmly received with all of the member churches voting affirmatively.  The member churches
will now be asked through the Secretary to bring the matter before their Synods or Assemblies
for ratification.

(2) The OPC had requested the Interim Committee to propose a policy
to NAPARC for the invitation of observers or other visitors, including what privileges should
be extended to them.  The Interim Committee did discuss this and saw the need for greater
clarification in this area but did not think it could, in the limited time available, come to any
decision.  It therefore recommended that the OPC itself seek to propose a policy and bring
it back to the next meeting of NAPARC.  And this was approved by the Council.

m. The next meeting of NAPARC is scheduled for November 1-2, 2005,
at Bonclarken with the ARPC as host church.

3. The delegation to NAPARC 2005 consists of Messrs. Curto, Knight, Peterson
and Williamson.

4. Mr. Williamson is the OPC’s representative to the NAPARC Interim
Committee.

5. The “Golden Rule Comity Agreement” was adopted several years ago by
the NAPARC churches and reads as follows:

Comity has meant different things to different people.  We representatives

of the home missions agencies and committees or boards our denominations

resist territorial statements on comity in the light of the social and cultural

complexity of North American society and the great spiritual need of our many

countrymen who are apart from Jesus Christ.  Out of a concern to build the
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church of Jesus Christ rather than our own denominations and to avoid the

appearance of competition, we affirm the following courteous code of behavior

to guide our church planting ministries in North America:

1. We will be sensitive to the presence of existing churches and mission

ministries of other NAPARC churches and will refrain from enlisting members

and take great care in receiving members of those existing ministries.

2. We will communicate with the equivalent or appropriate agency

(denominational missions committee or board, presbytery missions or church

extension committee, or session) before initiating church planting activities in

a community where NAPARC churches or missions ministries exist.

3. We will provide information on at least an annual basis describing

progress in our ministries and future plans.

4. We will encourage our regional home missions leadership to develop

good working relationships.

6. The ‘Agreement on Transfer of Members and Congregations’ was

adopted by the 55th (1988) GA of the OPC.  It reads as follows:

AGREEMENT ON TRANSFER OF MEMBERS AND CONGREGATIONS

Recognizing that the churches of NAPARC have on occasion unintentionally

received members or ordained officers who were under various states of

discipline in another NAPARC church, thus creating tension between the

churches, and at the same time recognizing the need for \mutual freedom and

openness on the part of the churches, we agree to respect the procedures of

discipline and pastoral concern of the other denomination as follows:

1. Regular Transfer of Membership

That in the regular transfer of membership between NAPARC churches,

the session/consistory or presbytery/classis not receive a member until the

appropriate document of transfer is in the hands of the receiving church.

2. Transfer with Irregularities

a. That upon request for transfer of membership by a person under

discipline, the sending session/consistory or presbytery/classis inform the

receiving body of the nature and extent of the disciplinary procedure before

implementing the requested transfer, this enabling informal consultation between

the pastors and elders of both churches.

b. That such a person not be received officially until the judicatory/

assembly of the receiving church has taken into serious account the discipline

of and the information supplied by the sending church.

c. That a “fugitive from discipline” who no longer is a member of a

church or who is no longer on the roll of a presbytery shall not be received until

the former judicatory/assembly has been contacted to determine if proper

restitution has been made and/or reconciliation has been attempted.

3. Recourse and Appeal

When communication or action regarding the sending/receiving of a

member or ordained officer/office bearer does not satisfy either the dismissing

or receiving judicatory/assembly, communication may be submitted to the
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interchurch relations committees of the denominations involved with a view to

mediation of the problem.  If this proves unsatisfactory, the session/consistory

or presbytery/classis may register its concern to the appropriate judicatory/

assembly of the denomination.

4. Congregational Transfer

That a congregation seeking to leave a NAPARC church to become

affiliated with another NAPARC denomination be received only after it has

complied with the requirements of the form of government of the church from

which it is separating, and the receiving church shall be responsible to see that

this is done

VI BUDGET

2006 PROPOSED BUDGET

2005 2006

Proposed

Committee Expenses

Meetings 7,000 7,000

Postage, Phone, copies, etc. 600 600

Subcommittee/NAPARC travel 3,400 4,400

Staff 12,000 12,000

Total Committee expenses 23,000 24,000

Fraternal delegates

To/from 4,000 4,000

ICRC 1,500 1,500

Total Fraternal delegates 5,500 5,500

Dues

NAPARC 500 500

ICRC 2,500 2,500

Total dues 3,000 3,000

TOTAL GAOF BUDGET ITEMS 31,500 32,500

VII RECOMMENDATIONS

1 Your Committee recommends that the 72nd (2005) General Assembly of the
Orthodox Presbyterian Church approve the membership of the URCNA in NAPARC.

Grounds:
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(1) Your Committee has had close contact with these churches even before
they were federated as the United Reformed Churches in North
America.

(2) Their confessional standards are the Three Forms of Unity.  Their church
order has been examined favorably by the Committee.

(3) They hold membership in the ICRC.

2 Your Committee recommends that the 72nd (2005) General Assembly of the
Orthodox Presbyterian Church present the following recommendation to the International
Conference of Reformed Churches to be held in Pretoria, South Africa, in October 2005:

That, in the light of the instruction of Scripture—

Do ye not know that the saints shall judge the world?  and if the world shall be

judged by you, are ye unworthy to judge the smallest matters?  Know ye not that

we shall judge angels?  how much more things that pertain to this life?  If then

ye have judgments of things pertaining to this life, set them to judge who are

least esteemed in the church.  I speak to your shame.  Is it so, that there is not a

wise man among you?  no, not one that shall be able to judge between his

brethren?...  Why do ye not rather take wrong?  why do ye not rather suffer
yourselves to be defrauded?  Nay, ye do wrong, and defraud, and that your
brethren.  1 Corinthians 6:2–5, 7b–8.

—and bearing in mind that one of the purposes of the ICRC is “to present a

Reformed testimony to the world” (Constitution, Article III.5), the ICRC

encourage both the Free Church of Scotland [FCS] and the Free Church of

Scotland (Continuing) [FCSC] to be reconciled with each other, and that, in the

event that organic reunion is not soon effected, to settle their conflicting claims

with regard to church properties and assets; further that the ICRC, as brothers

in Christ, offer to both churches its services in facilitating the settlement of such

conflicting claims and suggest to the FCS and the FCSC that both churches

agree to submit such claims to a panel composed of seven ministers or ruling

elders from ICRC member churches (none of whom shall be a member of either

the FCS or the FCSC) for binding and final adjudication, to be elected as follows:

two men elected by the FCS, two men elected by the FCSC, and three men,

including the convener, elected by the Interim Committee of the ICRC, with the

panel’s expenses, up to $15,000, being covered from the ICRC budget.

3 The Committee recommends that the 72nd General Assembly enter into
corresponding relations with the Reformed Churches in South Africa (GKSA), also known
as the doppers.

Grounds:

(1) They were stalwart brothers in our battles in the REC/S in the 1980s.
(2) They hold to the Three forms of Unity and the Church Order of Dordt.
(3) They invited us into an ecclesiastical relationship in their address to

the 2004 General Assembly.
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4 The Committee recommends that the 72nd General Assembly adopt the following:

That, with respect to the invitation of the GKNV to enter into sister church

relations, the general assembly—having received from the Deputies on Relations

with Churches Abroad a copy of the English-language translation of the report

of the Deputies on Marriage and Divorce, and having sent a delegation to the

Netherlands to meet with GKNV delegates and to discuss with them our concerns

regarding that report, especially those pertaining to the doctrine of the sufficiency

of Scripture that appear to be expressed therein, and having been informed that

a revision to the report of the Deputies is being prepared, which might address

at least some of our concerns—determine to continue the relationship of

Corresponding Relations with the GKNV, with a view towards taking up the

matter of entering into full Ecclesiastical Fellowship with the GKNV at a future

assembly.

VIII ELECTIONS

Terms expiring at this GA are those of Messrs. Knodel, Peterson and Tyson.
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON

CHAPLAINS AND MILITARY PERSONNEL

The Standing Committee on Chaplains and Military Personnel met three times during
the past year, once in conjunction with the meeting of the Presbyterian and Reformed Joint
Commission on Chaplains and Military Personnel (PRJC) and twice by telephone conference
call.  The first meeting was held 01 March 2005 at the Crowne Plaza Atlanta Airport in
Atlanta, Georgia.  Mr. Robert B Needham, Mr. Christopher H. Wisdom, and Mr. Gordon E.
Kauffman were present in Atlanta.  Mr. Lyman M. Smith was absent.  The telephone meetings
were held on 26 March and 08 April 2005.

I COMMITTEE ELECTIONS

On motion, the Committee voted that Mr. Wisdom serve a one-year term as Chairman;
Mr. Needham serve a one-year term as Vice-Chairman; and Mr. Kauffman serve a one-year
term as Secretary.

II ROLL OF CHAPLAINS

A. As of  08 April 2005, the PRJC currently endorses ten Orthodox Presbyterian
chaplains serving on active duty, six serving in the Reserves or National Guard, six serving
as chaplains outside the Department of Defense and four military chaplain candidates.

B. Those serving on active duty and their presbyteries are:

CH (CPT) David A. Bottoms, USAR Philadelphia
LT John A. Carter, USNR Southern California
CH (MAJ) Jonathan C. Gibbs III, USA Philadelphia
CH (1LT) Cornelius Johnson, USAF New Jersey
CH (LTC) Chester H. Lanious, USA Central US
LCDR Timothy J. Power, CHC, USN Southern California
CH (1LT) David J. Stevenson, USAR Philadelphia
CH (MAJ) Earl W. Vanderhoff, USAR Northwest
CDR Bryan J. Weaver, CHC, USN Ohio
CH (LTC) Christopher H. Wisdom, USA Southwest

C. Those serving in the active Reserves or National Guard and their presbyteries
are:

The Rev. William B. Acker, CAPT, CHC, USNR Midwest
The Rev. Richard M. Dickinson, MAJ, Maine ANG NY & N. England
The Rev. Graham Harbman, MAJ, NJARNG Philadelphia
The Rev. Stephen A. Parker, LCDR, CHC, UNSR Philadelphia
The Rev. Douglas M. Withington, CDR, CHC, USNR Mid-Atlantic
The Rev. James A. Zozzaro, CPT, NJARNG New Jersey

D. Those serving outside the Department of Defense are:
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The Rev. Gordon H. Cook, Jr., MidCoast Hospital, Brunswick ME
The Rev. Richard A. Shaw, Spring House Estates Retirement Community,
    Lower Gwynedd PA
The Rev. Jack K. Unangst, Chaplain Coordinator, Veterans Administration

    Medical Center, Prescott AZ
The Rev. Martin L. Dawson, Sr., Police Department, Stratford NJ
The Rev. Edward S. S. Huntington, Civil Air Patrol, Mandan ND
The Rev. Robert B. Needham, Sheriff’s Department, Kings County CA

E. Candidates for endorsement as military chaplains:

Mr. Paul T. Berghaus Presbytery of the Midwest
Mr. Charles P. Hollstein III Presbytery of Southern Cal.
Mr. Kenneth Honken Presbytery of Mich. and Ont.
Mr. Ben Johnson Presbytery of Mich. and Ont.

III FINANCES

A. Contributions to the PRJC from churches increased from $112,937 in 2003 to
$123,919 in 2004.  The PRJC approved a $$14,000 increase of the 2005 budget $300,800
and proposed a 2006 budget of $310,600.

B. The PRJC assesses endorsed paid chaplains at the following rates:

1. Military active duty chaplains pay $25 per month, ranks 0-3 and below;
$30 per month, ranks 0-4 and above.

2. Active Reserve and National Guard chaplains pay $15 per month.
3. Inactive Reserve chaplains pay $5 per month.

4. Hospital chaplains pay $25 per month.

5. Full-time Veterans Administration and Prison chaplains pay $25 per month.
6. Part-time chaplains pay $15 per month.

IV MISCELLANEOUS ACTIONS AND ISSUES

A. The following members were elected or re-elected to one-year terms on the PRJC:
1. Mr. James Pakala (PCA), Chairman.
2. Mr. Robert Needham (OPC), Vice-Chairman.
3. Mr. Gordon E. Kauffman (OPC), Secretary.
4. Mr. Robert Needham (OPC), member of the Issues and Concerns Committee.

B. Mr. Gary Hitzfeld, a Ruling Elder in the PCA, has been employed by Mission to
North America as the PRJC Administrative Assistant.

C. In his annual report, Mr. David Peterson, the PRJC Executive Director, strongly
supported PRJC membership in the Comiss so that we might increase our presence in civilian
chaplaincy fields.  The Comiss Network is incorporated as the Coalition on Ministry in
Specialized Settings, a 501.c.3 organization in Atlanta, Georgia.  Associate Director Gary
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Hitzfeld reported on non-military chaplaincies and his participation in the Comiss Annual
Forum, 02 and 03 December 2004.

D. In 2004, the General Assembly of the PCA and the Synod of the RPCNA approved,
with no modifications, the procedures for endorsing civilian chaplains that were approved
by the 71st General Assembly of the OPC.  The Standing Committee strongly encourages
pastors in a position to do so to enter into voluntary part-time chaplaincies and seek PRJC
endorsement.  Teaching elders who may be considering paid civilian chaplaincies should
also seek endorsement by the PRJC.  Men who are interested in seeking PRJC endorsement
should contact Associate Director Gary Hitzfeld, Chaplain Ministries Office, 1700 North
Brown Road, Suite 101, Lawrenceville GA 30043.  Tel. 678-825-1251.
E-mail ghitzfeld@pcanet.org.

E. Mr. Peterson reported that the trauma suffered by some soldiers and Marines
returning from Iraq and Afghanistan is increasing the need for chaplain presence in hospitals
in the United States.  Post-traumatic stress syndrome is an issue.  Churches need to be
especially sensitive to the needs of Reserve and National Guard families.  Those organizations
have little organic means of dealing with family issues.

F. Mr. Peterson noted that the Associate Directors’ officially authorized overseas
military travel is in jeopardy because of a new policy of the Armed Forces Chaplains Board
limiting such travel to Directors of endorsing agencies.  The new restriction will severely
limit the Commission’s pastoral ministry to chaplains stationed or deployed overseas.  The
PRJC will officially request that official travel rights be restored to Associate Directors of
endorsing agencies.

G. The PRCJ respectfully declined the request of the Confederation of Reformed
Evangelical Churches (CREC) to affiliate with the PRJC and encouraged them to affiliate
with the National Association of Evangelicals Chaplains’ Commission.  The PRJC believes
that the NAE Chaplains’ Commission is more able than the PRJC to closely represent the
denominational interests of the CREC and doctrine to the military services.

H. The Commission revisited the issue of women in combat and the Commission’s
letter and statement adopted at the 2004 meeting.  See the Minutes of the 71st General
Assembly, Appendix to the Report of the Committee on Chaplains, pages 373 through 378.
The PRJC approved the following actions:

1. The PRJC directed the Executive Director to send by 15 April 2005 the
following communication to all PRJC endorsed military chaplains and chaplain candidates,
requesting that they report back to the PRJC by 15 May:

a. Have you received and read the PRJC paper of 02 March 2004?
b. After reading it, do you have any questions about either the intent of the GA/

Synod resolutions on Women in Combat or the paper on the resolutions from the
PRJC?

c. Do you have any comments for the PRJC on either the resolutions or the PRJC
paper?

d. Is the PRJC paper helpful in understanding better the application of the GA/
Synod Resolutions?  Why or why not?

e. Do you desire any assistance from the PRJC these in practical situations or in
answering any questions you may have?
2. The PRJC directed the Executive Director to send the letter and paper of 02

March 2004 on the subject of women in combat to the Stated Clerks of each denomination
with the request that they disseminate it to the Stated Clerks of the presbyteries.
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I. The PRJC re-elected Mr. Stan Beach and Mr. Beryl Hubbard to one-year terms
as Associate Directors for military chaplaincy and Mr. Gary Hitzfeld to a one-year term as
Associate Director for non-military chaplaincies.

J. The PRJC requested the Issues and Concerns Committee to draft a statement on
the question of  praying publicly in the Name of Jesus Christ for consideration at next year’s
meeting.

K. The Standing Committee is thankful for the churches that have supported military
chaplains.  We strongly urge other congregations to join in this ministry.  We expect that
chaplains will provide at least quarterly communication with sponsoring OPC congregations.
The following chaplains have reported their sponsoring congregations to the Executive
Director of the PRJC:

Active duty and mobilized Reserves and National Guard:
CPT David Bottoms, USAR Bethel Presbyterian Church, Wheaton, Illinois
LT John Carter, USN Harvest OPC, Vista CA
CPT Tom Faichney, USAR (PCA) Geneva OPC, Marietta GA
MAJ Michael Frazier, USAR (PCA)Pineville OPC, Pineville LA
MAJ Graham Harbman, NJANG Covenant OPC, Easton PA
LTC Chester Lanious, USA Trinity OPC, Hatboro PA
LCDR Timothy Power, USN Calvary Community Church, Phillipsburg NJ
CPT David Stevenson, USAR Bethany OPC, Oxford PA
CPT Earl Vanderhoff, USAR Trinity OPC, Bothell WA; Rocky Mountain PC,

Westminster CO
CDR Bryan Weaver, USN Covenant OPC, Mansfield OH; Redeemer OPC,

Dayton OH; Westminster OPC, Hollidaysburg Pa
LTC Christopher Wisdom, USA Grace OPC, San Antonio TX; Sharon OPC,

Hialeah FL; Redeemer OPC, Toms River NJ;
Pineville OPC, Pineville LA; Covenant of Grace
OPC, Plainview TX

Reserves and National Guard (not mobilized as of March 1, 2005):
CAPT William Acker, USNR Apple Valley OPC, Appleton WI
LCDR Douglas Withington, USNR Pilgrim OPC, Raleigh NC
CPT James Zozzaro, NJANG Calvary OPC, Wildwood NJ

L. The Committee gratefully acknowledges the faithful service Mr. Robert M. Coie,
who, under the aegis of the Standing Committee on Chaplains and Military Personnel, has
labored faithfully to inform the churches about OPC military personnel and their families.
We encourage those who receive the e-mail prayer list to provide current information to Mr.
Coie.

M. In a letter dated 28 March 2005, Captain Lyman M. Smith, CHC, USN, requested
the Stated Clerk to convey to the General Assembly his resignation from this Committee.
Mr. Smith also reported that he resigned as a ministerial member of the Presbytery of the
Mid-Atlantic, as an evangelist to the military services, and as a communicant member of
the OPC.  Mr. Smith stated that he is seeking membership in the PCUSA.

V BUDGET
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A. The Standing Committee on Chaplains and Military Personnel requests that the
OPC also provide additional 2005 financial support for the PRJC at the annual rate of
$500.00 for any Reserve or National Guard chaplain who has been mobilized under
presidential recall authority as of 01 January 2005.  This category includes two chaplains,
Major Graham Harbman and CPT James Zozzaro, who were mobilized with New Jersey
Army National Guard units.  Total additional PRJC support requested for 2005 in this
category is $1,000.00.

B. The Standing Committee on Chaplains and Military Personnel requests a 2006
budget of $5,000.00 for travel and lodging to enable the four members of the Committee
(three of whom may vote on the PRJC) to attend the annual meeting of the PRJC in Atlanta
in February 2006, and the meeting of the Standing Committee on Chaplains to be held at
the same time.

C. The Standing Committee on Chaplains and Military Personnel requests that the
OPC financial support for the PRJC in 2006 be provided at the annual rate of  $500.00 per
active duty chaplain , a total of  $5,500.00 for the eleven chaplains we expect to have on
active duty in 2006.

D. The Standing Committee on Chaplains and Military Personnel requests the 72nd

General Assembly of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church to maintain the financial support
of the PRJC at the annual rate of $500.00 per full-time paid civilian chaplain, $250.00 per
part-time paid civilian chaplain and $100.00 per volunteer chaplain, a total of $1,800.00
for three full-time paid chaplains and three volunteer chaplains in the 2006 budget.  Any
teaching elder currently serving as a chaplain but not included in the Roll of Chaplains
above is requested to contact the Secretary of Standing Committee on Chaplains and Military
Personnel.

VI RECOMMENDATIONS

Because of Committee concern about recent instances of personal data being
electronically shared and, in some cases, inadvertently made public on the Internet, the
Committee approved the following motions:

1. The Committee recommends that the 72nd General Assembly respectfully request
that the PRJC review its policy on web page publications or other internet sources of personal
and administrative information about members of the Joint Commission or denominational
military personnel.

2. The Committee recommends that the 72nd General Assembly undertake a review
of our own OPC policy on the inclusion of personal information on our denominational
web site and other digital links by which we might be providing personal information.

VII ELECTION

The terms of Mr. Wisdom and Mr. Kauffman expire in 2005.  Two members are to be
elected to the Standing Committee on Chaplains and Military Personnel, class of 2008.
One member is to be elected to complete Mr. Smith’s term, class of 2006.
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON

REVISIONS TO THE DIRECTORY FOR PUBLIC WORSHIP

I THE EVOLVED MANDATE
II THE WORK OF THE COMMITTEE
III INTRODUCTION TO THE AMENDED PROPOSED REVISED VERSION (APRV)
IV INTRODUCTION TO THE VARIOUS CHAPTERS AND SECTIONS OF THE APRV
V PLANS FOR THE COMPLETION OF THE TASK
VI BUDGET
VII RECOMMENDATIONS
VIII APPENDIX A – AMENDED PROPOSED REVISED VERSION OF THE DPW
IX APPENDIX B – COMPARISON OF FORMS FOR CENSURE AND RESTORATION

The members of the Committee on Revisions to the Directory for Public Worship are
the Rev. Messrs. George R. Cottenden (Chairman), John P. Galbraith, and Larry E. Wilson,

and Ruling Elder John O. Kinnaird.  The alternate member between the 71st and 72nd General

Assemblies is the Rev. Danny E. Olinger.

I THE EVOLVED MANDATE

Revision of the Directory for Public Worship (DPW) has been under consideration

since the 34th (1967) General Assembly, when a Committee on Revisions to the Book of

Discipline and Directory for Worship was erected.  The erection of this committee was

itself part of a process of revision of the Constitution of the Church that began when the 15th

(1934) General Assembly erected a committee to revise the Form of Government (FG).  The

18th (1951) General Assembly added to that committee’s mandate the revision of the Book

of Discipline (BD).  When it became apparent that this added task would delay the revision

of the Form of Government, the Committee recommended to the 34th (1967) General

Assembly that a separate committee be established to revise the Book of Discipline.  That

Assembly acceded to the recommendation, and added to the mandate of the new committee

the revision of the Directory for Public Worship.  That Committee completed its work on

the Book of Discipline, which was adopted effective the 50th (1983) General Assembly.  It

continued working until, at its request, it was reconstituted with new membership by the

56th (1989) General Assembly.  From that point the mandate of the Committee developed as

follows:

A. The 56th (1989) General Assembly
1. Complete the Revision

The Committee was “to complete the revision of the Directory for the Public

Worship of God.”
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2. Chapter III - The Usual Parts of Public Worship

The Committee was “urged to provide a proposed revision of Directory for

Worship, Chapter III, to the 57th (1990) General Assembly, harmonizing this chapter with

the Form of Government, and taking into account the breadth of understanding of Scriptural

Worship in the O.P.C.”

3. Ruling Elders and the Sacraments
The Committee was “requested to consider whether, in extraordinary

circumstances, ruling elders may administer the sacraments (which would require amendment

of the Westminster Confession of Faith, Chapter XXVII, Section 4, and the Westminster

Larger Catechism, #169).”

B. The 60th (1993) General Assembly
1. Special Music in Worship

The 60th (1993) General Assembly referred to the Committee the issues

raised in Complaint #4 to that Assembly (concerning “special music” in worship) and

requesting a report to the 61st (1994) General Assembly.  (In part because of this task,

involving the need to study again, in greater depth, the meaning and application of the

regulative principle of worship, the 61st (1994) General Assembly expanded the Committee

from three to five members.)

2. Authority to Propose Amendments to Other Portions of the Book of
Church Order

The 60th (1993) General Assembly also enlarged the mandate of the

Committee to include authority to propose amendments to other portions of the Book of

Church Order where these are necessary to bring the three portions into substantive and

linguistic harmony.

C. The 67th (2000) General Assembly

1. Provide Rationale for Revisions
The 67th (2000) General Assembly, in response to Overture 1 from the

Presbytery of Ohio, adopted the following procedure concerning the consideration of

adopting proposed revisions to the Directory for Public Worship:

a. That the 67th General Assembly request its Committee on Revisions to

the DPW to provide any further proposed revisions to the Directory for Public Worship

together with a document explaining its rationale for the proposed revisions of substance

and to distribute these documents to the 68th (2001) General Assembly.

b. That the 67th General Assembly request the presbyteries diligently and

conscientiously to evaluate the proposed revision and to communicate their responses to

the Committee on Revisions to the DPW by December 31, 2001.

2. Communication with Other Churches, Bible Translations, and Miscellaneous
Overtures

The 67th (2000) General Assembly also referred Overtures 2-5 to the

Committee for consideration.  These overtures related respectively to requests that the draft

DPW revision be sent to churches with whom the OPC has ecclesiastical ties, that only the

King James Version and the American Standard Version be used for Scripture citations in

the DPW, that the terminology of Chapter III of the present Directory be maintained, and
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that the wording of the present Directory concerning the distinct office of the pastoral

ministry be maintained.  The Advisory Committee that year recommended to the Committee

that it also consider Communication 4 which urged that the provisions of Chapter III, Section

8 of the present Directory be maintained.  The Committee’s disposition of these matters has

been reported in prior years.

D. The 70th (2003) General Assembly

Study of Alternate Proposal:
The Assembly referred to the Committee for study the “Alternate Proposal” of a

Minority Report prepared by one member of the Committee as a substitute for the
Committee’s Proposed Revised Version.

E. Summary

The Committee’s work which began in 1967 as a general overview of the Directory

with undefined objectives for revision has since been given more direction by various General

Assemblies.

In the course of time two conditions had special effect on the scope of the

Committee’s work.  One was the adoption of a broad revision of the Form of Government

which raised new issues for a directory for public worship which this committee then had to

consider.  The other effect on the Committee’s work was the Committee’s invitation to the

Church at large to propose to the Committee matters deemed to need attention, which has

produced a continuing flow of suggestions and issues.  Over the course of its existence, the

Committee has considered 1,973 pages of such communications.

II THE WORK OF THE COMMITTEE

Since the 71st (2004) General Assembly the Committee has held six two-day meetings.

These meetings have been devoted to considering the Alternate Proposal and revising it in

the light of the Proposed Revised Version of the Directory for Public Worship that was

submitted to the 69th (2002) General Assembly as well as communications received from

presbyteries, sessions, and individuals.  Since that General Assembly the Committee has

received new communications from two presbyteries, six sessions, and three individuals.

The Committee gives thanks to God that he has enabled it to present to the 72nd Assembly

one proposed revision instead of two.  The Committee’s Amended Proposed Revised Version

is found on the OPC website at http://www.opc.org/GA/DPWdraft3-24-05.pdf and as

Appendix A attached to this report.

III INTRODUCTION TO THE AMENDED PROPOSED REVISED VERSION OF
THE DPW

A. The purpose of the Directory for the Public Worship of God

1. The Committee view the purpose of the Directory for the Public Worship of

God for the Orthodox Presbyterian Church as two-fold: it is a summary statement of

Reformed principles and practices for the public worship of God, and it is a handbook to

guide the Church in its execution of those principles and practices.
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a. As a statement of Reformed principles and practices of public worship

the DPW must be rooted in the Reformation principle of sola scriptura which requires

Christian faith and life to be obedient to the Word of God, and to observe in public worship

the regulative principle that God must be worshiped according to the Scriptures, and that

he may not be worshiped according to human imaginations or inventions or in any way not

prescribed by his Word.

b. As a handbook, the DPW is to inform the Church of elements of public

worship that God requires us to observe and of circumstances of Christian prudence

consonant with the Word of God that assist us in carrying out the required elements in the

interest of godliness, order, and unity.  As a handbook, therefore, the DPW contains both

required elements distinctive to public worship—those commanded by God—and

circumstances and forms which are permissible since, though not in themselves commanded

by Scripture, they support the required elements in a manner that is in accord with Scripture.

2. This overall purpose should underlie and undergird each of the disparate
sections of the DPW in order to provide for both unity and legitimate diversity in the Church.

3. The DPW has been a part of the Constitution of the Orthodox Presbyterian

Church since the 6th (1939) General Assembly.  At that time the third ordination vow had

not been understood to refer specifically to the tertiary standards (Form of Government,

Book of Discipline, Directory for Public Worship).  The revision of the Form of Government

effective at the 45th (1978) General Assembly clarified that the DPW is indeed part of the

Constitution and focused the third ordination vow to refer specifically to the tertiary

standards, so that it now reads, “Do you approve of the government, discipline, and worship

of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church?”

B. How should the OPC revise her Directory For the Public Worship of God?
Given the history of the General Assembly’s dealing with this Committee, it

would seem to go without saying that the OPC clearly wished to revise her Directory for

Public Worship.  But should she?  And if so, how?  In order to discern whether and how she

should revise this document, the OPC needs to evaluate her DPW.  Toward this end, in our

judgment, the current DPW has the following strengths and weaknesses.

1. Strengths:
a. Its principles, basic structure, and even some of its terminology have

strong grounding in, and continuity with, Presbyterian and Reformed liturgical history.  For
example, the beautiful definition of public worship found in I.5—“communion with God in

his public ordinances”—is drawn from the Westminster Assembly’s Directory for the Publick

Worship of God.

b. Its most significant strength—see II.2 and III.1—is its explication of
worship as a meeting, ordained of the triune God, between him and his covenant people.
One factor that made the OPC DPW unique in this history was the OPC’s conscious conflating
of the American, Scottish, and continental Reformed traditions.  Until this point, Presbyterian

directories largely consisted of directions for pastors and sessions.  The OPC DPW went

beyond that by including statements of principles, including this core principle that worship

is above all else a meeting between the triune God and his covenant people.  In large part,

this was drawn from the continental Reformed tradition.  Consequently, the OPC was the

first church that codified in an official church document this principle and the practical

implication that accordingly worship is “dialogical,” with God addressing his people in
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some elements and God’s people addressing God in other elements.  This principle has

always been at the heart of a Reformed understanding of worship, but the Orthodox

Presbyterian Church was the first church to codify this important Reformed principle of

worship in an official ecclesiastical document.  This is an important contribution to Reformed

liturgics and it has had a salutary influence beyond the borders of the OPC.

2. Weaknesses:
a. The DPW assumes the validity of Presbyterian and Reformed liturgical

tradition without specifically indicating the Scripture underpinnings of those principles
and practices.  Moreover, at times it assumes Reformed worship practices without spelling
them out.  Originally, this was not a weakness; the DPW reflected shared assumptions.  But
as God has continued to bless the OPC and to add new congregations and new members —
even ministers — from all sorts of backgrounds, and thus as the OPC confronts new pastoral
needs, there has been a growing necessity for a greater explication of the truth, goodness,
beauty, and power of biblically Reformed worship.  We should praise God for his wonder-
work of gathering, building, forming, and reforming his church; at the same time, we need
to face directly the new challenges this blessing brings our way.

b. The most glaring weakness attendant on the DPW is that, in practice,
it is largely neglected or ignored.  It would seem that this is largely a consequence of the
first weakness, a need for increased explanation of the biblical, theological, and pastoral

warrant for Presbyterian and Reformed worship.
c. In this light, we suggest that the DPW should be strengthened in at

least the following thirteen general areas:
(1) The DPW should more consistently explicate the implications of

the fact that public worship is “divine” (II.4) and that it is “before all else a meeting of the
triune God with his chosen people” (II.2).  The active, supernatural role of the Persons of
the Trinity in a worship assembly should be better explicated.  The DPW could more clearly
express the scriptural supernaturalism found, for example, in Confession XXV.3.

(2) Closely related, the DPW should be brought into fuller harmony
with the Church’s Standards in its treatment of the sacraments.

(a) The DPW places less importance on the sacraments than do
the Standards.  At one point, the DPW actually conflicts with the Confession of Faith.
Confession XXI.5 distinguishes ordinary worship and special occasional worship and lists
“the due administration and worthy receiving of the sacraments instituted by Christ” with
reading, preaching, and hearing the Word of God and the singing of psalms as “all parts of

the ordinary religious worship of God.”  In direct contradiction, however, DPW IV.A.1

identifies the sacraments as “occasional elements of the public worship of God.”

(b) Moreover, in its forms — particularly for the Lord’s Supper
— the DPW should more clearly express our confessional commitment to the Calvinistic
doctrine of the sacraments (that the Supper is an objective means of grace by which our
Lord supernaturally grants true communion, our Lord personally applies himself and his
benefits to those who receive the sacrament in faith, and our Lord refreshes and refurbishes
them for his service [see, for example, Confession XXIX.7, Larger Catechism #168, Shorter
Catechism #96]) and lend itself much less to a Zwinglian interpretation (that the Supper is
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merely a devotional tool by which we examine ourselves, we remember what our Lord did
for us long ago, and we recommit ourselves to his service).

(c) More especially, the gospel emphasis of the Lord’s Supper
should be more emphatically expressed.  Many have understood this form to teach that
somehow we must make ourselves to be worthy partakers before we may come to the Table.
On this understanding, many have even refused to partake because of their sense of
unworthiness.  Scripturally, however, to “partake worthily” means precisely that we do
recognize our utter unworthiness and that we abhor and humble ourselves before God,
abandoning all dependence on our own dead works and clinging to the perfect doing and
dying of Jesus Christ.  The form really ought to place more emphasis on the wonderful
grace of God in Christ Jesus.  It should make more clear that the Lord’s Supper is a means
of grace.

(3) The DPW should much better spell out the corporate implications
of the sacraments (see 1 Cor. 12:13; 10:17).  This has become increasingly important in our
individualistic and voluntaristic culture.

(4) The DPW should more explicitly spell out some of the positive
commitments to the responsibilities of church membership in the membership vows
(especially vow #4), and to the corporate character of our covenantal faith.

(5) The DPW should show greater conformity to the fact that,
according to our Standards, baptized covenant children are members of the church, albeit
non-communicant members.  On this point our DPW betrays some accommodation to
baptistic, revivalistic, individualistic elements in our religious culture.  This is especially
egregious when the DPW treats the public profession of faith by a covenant young person
identically to the public profession of faith by a new convert from paganism, but other
sections are also affected.

(6) The DPW should clearly express the integral relation between the
Sabbath day and public worship.  This section does not appear in the DPW in order to state
our theology of the Sabbath —our Confession and Catechisms already do that — but rather
it appears here because there is a relationship between the Sabbath and public worship.
This relationship is barely perceptible in the DPW, although it is implicit.  It would be more
helpful, however, if it were stated explicitly.  If it were, it would provide an important
antidote to arguments currently circulating in our churches along this line: “All of life is
worship.  Therefore worship services do not have any special status or any special regulation.”

(7) The DPW should be brought into greater harmony with our
Standards by more explicitly stating the regulative principle of worship (see Confession
XX.2; XXI.1; Larger Catechism 107–110; Shorter Catechism 49–52).  It is very peculiar
that it neglects to do so, since the regulative principle is regarded as the great distinctive of
the biblically Reformed approach to worship.  But at this point the DPW falls far short of
its usual continuity with the Standards and the Presbyterian and Reformed worship tradition.
That should be corrected.

(8) The DPW should better clarify the issues surrounding the
leadership of worship.  As many have noted, III.8 is conspicuous in its stark incongruity
with the rest of the document.  It is clearly an amendment inserted into the DPW at some
point without adequate regard for its consistency with the whole document.  The issue of
leadership should be addressed more comprehensively first of all to explicate the scriptural
rationale behind our practice (where we so unmistakably swim against the stream of modern
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evangelicalism), and then to reflect a genuine commitment to a true consensus, and to bring
inner coherence to the DPW.

(9) The DPW should more completely survey the elements of worship
in Chapter III.  It omits any mention of the sacraments or of professions of faith (although
later chapters provide for those elements).  It also omits any provision for corporate
professions of faith, although most of our congregations practice these in line with the
Presbyterian and Reformed liturgical tradition.

(10) The DPW should show greater care in some of its allusions to
Scripture (for example, many have argued that II.2 takes Matthew 18:20 out of context and
that II.6 takes John 4:24 out of context).

(11) The Building Dedication Service should be revised because it
directly applies Scriptures which spoke of the shadowy old covenant holy place to an earthly
church building in this era of new covenant heavenly worship (cf. Jn. 4:24; Heb. 8; 10:19–
25; 12:18–29) and repeatedly calls such a building God’s “house.”

(12) Some statements of cultural preference without biblical warrant
should be winnowed out (for example, “the stately rhythm of the chorale is especially
appropriate for public worship”).

(13) The whole DPW could be organized with a more logical outline
and could be formatted in a manner that makes it easier for a pastor to use as a handbook.

C. What this Amended Proposed Revised Version of the DPW (APRV) is not:
1. This APRV is not an effort to alter the Church’s theology of worship.  That

theology is stated in our Confession and Catechisms, which the DPW is responsible to
reflect.

2. It is not an OPC version of a Book of Common Prayer, a sort of set liturgy.

It makes no attempt to legislate a fixed order of worship but continues to allow liberty.

3. The proposed revision is not a document that can wholly satisfy everybody
in every respect.  Many officers spanning several generations—reflecting a variety of
perspectives—have worked long and hard on this proposed revision.  Not a single one of
them has gotten his own way on every point.

D. What this Amended Proposed Revised Version of the DPW is:

1. It is a directory—a summary statement and practical handbook giving

guidance for sessions and pastors regarding what, why, and how to oversee and conduct

worship that is Reformed according to the Scriptures, worship that accords with the theology

of the Standards of the Church.

2. In particular, this Amended Proposed Revised Version of the DPW seeks
more explicitly to incorporate our Standards’ Reformed doctrine of the means of grace into
its directions and forms than does the present DPW.

3. This proposal represents a diligent attempt both to maintain the bounds
required by our Standards and at the same time to allow for diversity within those bounds.

4. This revision proposes to expand and amplify the present DPW in order to
increase the familiarity of the Church with our rich heritage of Reformed worship and to
increase the general sense of kinship in our Church’s worship practices.
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IV INTRODUCTION TO THE VARIOUS CHAPTERS AND SECTIONS OF THE
APRV

Chapter I.  Principles of Public Worship

A. Chapter I of the APRV corresponds to Chapters I and II of the present DPW.
B. The present DPW begins with a Chapter I (“The Sanctification of the Lord’s

Day”) and a Chapter II (“The Principles of Public Worship”).  The APRV incorporates both
of these into one chapter of principles.  By bringing the two chapters into one, however, the
APRV in no wise weakens the doctrine of the Sabbath.  On the contrary, it strengthens it.  It
more precisely clarifies the very reason why a chapter on the Sabbath is included in the

Directory for the Public Worship of God at all.  It makes more explicit the integral relation

between the Sabbath day and public worship.  By doing this, the proposal actually better

reflects the pattern of our Confession of Faith itself, which also includes both in one chapter,

Chapter XXI (“Of Religious Worship and the Sabbath Day”).
C. While Chapter I of the APRV is longer than Chapters I and II of the present

DPW, this does not reflect a change in the understanding of the principles of worship from

the present DPW.  What it does do, however, is give a more ordered explication and

application of these biblically Reformed principles of worship.  It does so in order to

communicate more effectively the scriptural and theological rationale which underlies the

directions for conducting Reformed worship.  Second, it gives a more thorough explication

and application of the principles of worship than does the present DPW.  The reason for this

is to communicate more effectively that the contours of Reformed worship are not arbitrary,

nor are they a matter of mere preference or mere tradition, but they are first and foremost

scriptural.  At the same time, this more thorough explication and application is intended to

help challenge ministers, sessions, and congregations both to evaluate the traditions and to

reform their worship in obedience to God’s Spirit speaking in Scripture.

D. APRV Chapter I (see B.6) much more clearly articulates the regulative principle

of worship in conformity with the Confession of Faith (see especially I.6, XX.2, and XXI.1)

than does the present DPW (see II.1).
E. APRV Chapter I articulates more clearly than the present DPW the underlying

Reformed principles for the leadership of worship (see section D) in accordance with the
scriptural doctrines found in our Confession and Catechisms and in our Form of Government.

Chapter II.  The Elements of Ordinary Public Worship

A. APRV Chapter II corresponds to Chapter III of the present DPW.
B. Both in its new title and in the elements it lists, this chapter of the APRV more

faithfully and fully reflects the theology of our Standards than does the present DPW.

Compare, for example, Confession of Faith XXI.5.
C. It should be noted that sections III.1 and III.8 of the present DPW have not been

deleted.  They have been incorporated into Chapter I of the APRV (in sections C and D
respectively), since they are related to foundational principles of Reformed worship.  Their
being of the warp and woof of the principles of worship is better expressed in this way.

D. APRV Chapter II enhances usability for those responsible to plan and lead worship
by more clearly ordering the elements than does the present DPW.
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Chapter III.  Administration of the Sacraments

A. APRV Chapter III corresponds to Chapter IV in the present DPW.
B. APRV Chapter III deletes the identification of the sacraments as “occasional

elements of public worship” (IV.A.1.) because that contradicts our Confession of Faith

(XXI.5).  The APRV recognizes the sacraments as special means of grace and as elements

of public worship that, while not necessarily observed each Lord’s Day, are nevertheless to

be observed on a regular basis as a part of ordinary worship and not just on special occasions.

In order to prevent this chapter from becoming excessively lengthy, the proposed revision

does not incorporate “The Administration of the Sacraments” into the chapter on “The

Elements of Ordinary Public Worship” but retains it as a separate chapter.  It does so primarily

to enhance the practical usability of the Directory.

C. APRV Chapter III consciously draws on sources from our Reformation heritage
more than does the present DPW.  It does so in order to express more explicitly than the
present DPW a Calvinistic (as opposed to a Zwinglian) understanding of the sacraments.
In other words, this proposed revision more clearly represents that the sacraments are genuine
means of grace by which the living God himself bears witness to and blesses his believing
people, (as opposed to mere memorials by which God’s people bear their own witness) than
does the present DPW.  It seeks more explicitly than does the present DPW to underscore
the Lord’s supernatural activity in personally using the means of grace he has appointed.  It
thus strengthens the distinctively Reformed character of the discussion of the sacraments
from the present DPW.

D. APRV Chapter III introduces changes in the vows for baptism.  For the sake of
clarity the third parental vow is divided into two vows, with a slight expansion of what then
becomes the fourth vow so that it states clearly the relationship of the instruction mentioned
in the third vow to the blessings and obligations of the covenant.  In the vows for the baptism
of an adult a new first vow has been added to make explicit that it is the triune God who is
being confessed.  In what then becomes the fifth vow a phrase is added concerning faithful
participation in the church’s worship and ministry.  These changes also occur in each of the
places where the membership vows appear in Chapter IV.  In addition, in each case where
vows appear, the words “or equivalent” have been removed from the statement that introduces
the vows.  The Committee believes that in the matter of membership and baptismal vows
there ought to be uniformity of practice throughout the Church (as is already the case in the

Form of Government with regard to ordination vows).

E. APRV Chapter III is also formatted so as to make it more usable than the present
DPW as a handbook for ministers.  By making the outline of the forms more apparent, it is
intended that ministers may be helped to administer the sacraments with understanding and
may be less constrained merely to read the forms in a rote manner.

Chapter IV. Public Reception

A. APRV Chapter IV corresponds to Chapter V of the DPW.
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B. This chapter addresses the special circumstances of the various manners in which
new communicant members come into the Church more adequately than does the DPW.
Section A remains little changed from the present DPW.  The section controlling admission
to the Lord’s Supper no longer appears in this chapter because it is addressed in Chapter III
on the observance of the sacraments.

C. Completely new Sections C, D, and E are added in order better to address the
unique situations pertaining to those who come by letter of transfer from another OPC, by
letter of transfer from another church of like faith and practice, and by reaffirmation of
faith respectively.  Also, Section B specifically addresses the occasion of a baptized covenant
child professing faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, while Section F addresses the occasion of a
new convert being received by profession of faith.

D. While adding length to the DPW, these revisions reflect the several situations set

forth in the Book of Discipline) II.B.2 in a way that the existing DPW does not, thus bringing

the APRV into greater conformity with the BD than the present DPW.  This is also intended

to facilitate the work of the pastor, enabling him more easily to adapt the DPW to meet the

differing needs created by the varying situations under which new members come into the

congregation.

Chapter V. Special Occasional Public Worship

A. APRV Chapter V does not correspond to any section in the present DPW.
B. This chapter treats as “occasional” two activities which, while not elements of

Lord’s Day worship, are nevertheless public worship activities “upon special occasions,
which are, in their several times and seasons, to be used in an holy and religious manner”

(Confession of Faith XXI.5).  These activities are Prayer and Fasting, and Thanksgiving.

These activities have, on appropriate occasion as the need arose, been part of the worship of

the church from the beginning.  The occasion for these special activities of public worship

is evident when great and notable judgments come upon or threaten the church or nation or

when God’s blessing on a nation or church are particularly manifest.
C. By treating these matters, which the Westminster Assembly also treated in their

Directory for the Publick Worship of God, the APRV is in greater conformity to the Standards

of the Church (Confession of Faith XXI.5) and the Calvinistic tradition than is the DPW.

While adding to the length of the DPW, we deem it to be an appropriate and profitable

addition.

Suggested Forms for Particular Services

These forms for marriage, burial, and thanksgiving for a church building are not part
of the Church’s constitution but they have been part of a long heritage and have proved
helpful to the Church.

V PLANS FOR COMPLETION OF THE TASK

When the time comes to present a draft for adoption, the Committee intends to follow

the same pattern as was used in the adoption the revision of the Form of Government (see

Minutes, 44th [1979] G.A., pp. 120-123).  It will at that time also present other editorial

changes necessary to properly cross reference the different parts of the Book of Church
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Order.  It has on several earlier occasions presented a timetable for the completion of the

work.  The Committee will attempt to adhere to the timetable presented to the previous

Assembly.  That timetable is as follows:

2005 Committee presents to the 72nd General Assembly herewith its final

draft and requests the Assembly to send the draft to the sessions and

presbyteries for final study

2006 General Assembly considers amendments to the draft proposed by

presbyteries and on the floor of the Assembly, those on the floor being

first approved by the members of the Committee present General

Assembly votes on whether to approve the proposed revision and send

it to the Presbyteries for approval

2007 The Stated Clerk of the General Assembly announces that the proposed

revision of the Directory has or has not been approved.

VI BUDGET

The Committee requests a budget for 2006 of $1,500.

VII RECOMMENDATIONS

Recommendation 1. That the 72nd General Assembly send this report including the

Amended Proposed Revised Version (APRV), as presented, to the presbyteries and sessions

for final study and request that any proposed amendments be sent by the presbyteries to the

Stated Clerk and to the other presbyteries, with a copy to the Committee on Revisions, by

May 10, 2006 in order that the amendments may be included in the G.A. agenda.

Recommendation 2. That the 72nd General Assembly propose to the presbyteries that

the Book of Discipline be amended as follows:
a. BD II.B.2.e be amended to read: Unbaptized covenant children whose

parent(s) are communicant members of the congregation may be received only by baptism.
b. BD II.B.2.f be amended to read: Baptized covenant children ordinarily shall

be received with their parents.
c. BD II .B be amended by the addition of a new part g to read:

Noncommunicant members of the congregation may be received into communicant
membership only by approval of the session and public profession of faith as in part d
above.

Grounds:

(1) As presently written there are several problems with parts e and f.

a. Part e reads, “Noncommunicant unbaptized children whose parent(s) are
members of the church shall be received by baptism.”
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It should be noted that there is no such thing in the OPC as a noncommunicant
member who is not baptized.  While true that a nonbaptized child does not commune in the
congregation, the term “noncommunicant” is normally used with respect to a baptized child
who, though he has not yet made a profession of faith and been received as a communicant
member, is a (noncommunicant) member of the local congregation by virtue of being a
baptized covenant child of a communicant member.

b. Part f reads, “Noncommunicant baptized members may be received with
their parents.”

It should be noted that baptized children coming with their parents are not
noncommunicant members prior to their parent(s) being received and they themselves being
received by virtue of their parent(s)’ reception.

(2) There are situations which are not adequately met and controlled by parts e and

f.

a. While it is true that part d of BD II.B.2 can be seen as covering the situation
of a noncommunicant member becoming a communicant member by profession of faith,

nowhere in the Book of Discipline is there explicit and specific mention of how this happens.

b. There are a number of situations present or arising when children are involved
in coming, or possibly coming, into noncommunicant or communicant membership in the
local congregation; the recommended revision addresses these situations.

(1) A non-baptized covenant child coming with his parents who are coming
to the congregation by transfer, reaffirmation, or confession of faith.

(2) A noncommunicant member (a baptized covenant child of a
communicant member) of another church or congregation who is still a child in the household
of parent(s) who are coming to the congregation by transfer or reaffirmation.

(3) A noncommunicant member (a baptized covenant child of a
communicant member) of another church or congregation who is no longer a child in the
household of parent(s) who are coming to the congregation by transfer or reaffirmation.

(4) A baptized covenant child who is still a child in the household of
parent(s) who are coming to the congregation by reaffirmation or confession of faith.

(5) A baptized covenant child who is no longer a child in the household of
parent(s) who are coming to the congregation by reaffirmation or confession of faith.

(6) A noncommunicant member (a baptized covenant child of a
communicant member) of the congregation coming into communicant membership.

c. The proposal for revision of part e covers the situation set forth in ground
2.b.(1) above.  The proposal for revision of part f covers situations 2.b.(2), (3), (4), and (5)
and uses the word “ordinarily” to allow room for a session to determine to not receive a
child of the situations described in 2.b.(3) and (5) (as for example, when the child is now an
adult and responsible for his own profession).  The proposal for the new part g covers the
situation set forth in ground 2.b.(6).

(3) The Committee on Revisions to the DPW, in the course of reviewing the material

in Chapter V of the present Directory (titled Public Profession of Faith in Christ) with a

view to revision, found the above listed deficiencies in the Book of Discipline.  They have

been addressed in the proposed Chapter IV (titled Public Reception).  See in the Amended
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Proposed Revised Version of the DPW Chapter IV, Section A, Parts 4, 5, and 6.  However, as

permitted by the mandate to the Committee allowing it to propose necessary revisions to

the Form of Government and Book of Discipline in order to bring the three portions of the

Book of Church Order into substantive and linguistic harmony (60th [1993] General

Assembly), we believe that the Book of Discipline ought also to be amended to address

these deficiencies.  The Committee’s recommendations seek to do so.

Recommendation 3 That the General Assembly instruct the Stated Clerk to send a

copy of this Committee’s report, as early as possible and no later than one month after the

Assembly’s dissolution, to the churches with which the Orthodox Presbyterian Church is in

Ecclesiastical Fellowship, and cordially invite their comments.

Ground: The practice of fellowship among churches of like faith is essential to the

improvement of that fellowship and of the life of those churches.  The relationship that the

Orthodox Presbyterian Church to the churches with whom we are in Ecclesiastical Fellowship

provides us with both the duty and privilege of giving and receiving information about one

another and counseling each other.  The Orthodox Presbyterian Church should not see itself

as sufficient to itself and should seek with open hearts such counsel as we may receive from

others.   We should therefore inform them of our understandings of the important place of

the public worship of our God in the life of Reformed churches, and invite their counsel.

Recommendation 4. That the General Assembly authorize the Committee to send to

presbyteries and sessions, at the earliest possible time following the 72nd (2005) Assembly,

proposed revisions to the Form of Government that would move to that document certain

sections dealing with ordinations and installations presently found in the Directory for

Public Worship so that presbyteries and sessions may have this material for their study

along with the APRV.

GROUNDS:

(1) The Committee has informed successive General Assemblies beginning with the

60th (1993) Assembly that it was considering a proposal to move those sections to the Form

of Government in order that all material used in services of ordination and installation

would appear in one place in the Book of Church Order.

(2) The Committee intended to present such a proposal to this Assembly but was

unable to do so.

(3) Since those sections have not been included in the APRV as presented to this

Assembly it is important that presbyteries and sessions be informed where and how they

would appear in the Form of Government should the Committee’s recommendations be

followed.

Recommendation 5. That the committee recommend that the General Assembly refer

to an advisory committee forms for imposing and removing censures (see Appendix B

attached hereto) for consideration of their inclusion with or in either the Book of Discipline

or Directory for Public Worship, and if the Advisory Committee recommends such inclusion

in either, that it propose a means for achieving that end.
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GROUNDS:

(1) In the course of our study, we have become aware that guidance for imposing or

removing censures may be desirable and that the Orthodox Presbyterian Church is lacking

such.

(2) We also note that so far as we know all churches in the continental Reformed

tradition have forms to provide such guidance and in times past some Presbyterian churches

also have provided such guidance.

(3) The committee believes that the Church ought to consider whether to provide

such guidance but it is not in agreement whether this most appropriately belongs in the

Directory for Public Worship or in the Book of Discipline.

Recommendation 6. That the 72nd General Assembly elect an alternate member to the

Committee to serve until the 73rd General Assembly.

George R. Cottenden, Chairman
John P. Galbraith
John O. Kinnaird
Larry E. Wilson
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APPENDIX A

Amended Proposed Revised Version

of the OPC Directory for the Public Worship of God

OUTLINE

PREFACE

I. THE PRINCIPLES OF PUBLIC WORSHIP
A. God’s Appointment of Public Worship
B. The Essence of Public Worship
C. The Parts of Public Worship
D. The Leadership of Public Worship

II. ELEMENTS OF ORDINARY PUBLIC WORSHIP
A. The Part from God to the People

1. The Call to Worship
2. The Public Reading of God’s Word
3. The Preaching of God’s Word
4. The Sacraments
5. Blessings

B. The Part from the People to God
1. Public Prayer
2. Congregational Singing
3. Public Confession of Faith
4. The Bringing of Offerings

III. THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE SACRAMENTS
A. General Provisions
B. Baptism

1. The Baptism of Infants
2. The Baptism of Adults

C. The Lord’s Supper

IV. PUBLIC RECEPTION
A. General Provisions
B. Reception into Full Communion of Noncommunicant Members by

Profession of Faith
C. Reception by Letter of Transfer from Another Orthodox Presbyterian Church
D. Reception by Letter of Transfer from Another Church of Like Faith and

Practice
E. Reception by Reaffirmation of Faith
F. Reception of New Members by Public Profession of Faith

V. SPECIAL OCCASIONS OF PUBLIC WORSHIP
A. Prayer and Fasting
B. Thanksgiving
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SUGGESTED FORMS FOR PARTICULAR SERVICES

I. The Solemnization of Marriage
II. The Burial of the Dead
III. Thanksgiving for a Church Building

PREFACE

The purpose of this Directory is to express the Church’s common understanding of

the principles and practice of public worship that is reformed according to the Scriptures

and, subordinately, to the Confession and Catechisms.  Where practices are understood by

the Church to be required by the Word of God, either expressly or by good and necessary

consequence, they are mandated.  In matters of circumstance and form in worship not

specifically provided for in Scripture, the Directory provides guidance for their ordering

according to the light of nature and Christian prudence, consonant with the general rules of

the Word.  The Directory seeks to make clear this distinction in its use of language.  The

following denotations used in the Directory are to be understood as indicated.  “Shall”,

“will”, “is to be”, and “are to be” denote practice that is mandated.  “Should,” “ought to,”

and “is advisable” denote practice that is not mandated, but is strongly recommended.  “Is

appropriate”, “is well”, and “is fitting” denote practice that is commended as suitable.  “May”

denotes practice that is permissible.
While, in extraordinary cases, something extraordinary may be done until a settled

order can be established, yet it is obligatory to keep as near as possible to the rule and to
endeavor to establish that settled order as soon as possible.

Scripture quotations in the Directory and the Suggested Forms are drawn from the

King James Version with a few variations, indicated by brackets, where deemed advisable

for current understanding, without prejudice to other translations.  In the use of the Directory,

any accurate, faithful translation may be substituted.

CHAPTER I

THE PRINCIPLES OF PUBLIC WORSHIP

A. God’s Appointment of Public Worship

1. The living and true God, our triune Creator, has appointed the worship of himself by
all people everywhere in spirit and in truth.
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a. Because man’s chief end is to glorify God and fully to enjoy him forever, all of
life is to be worshipful.  Nevertheless, worship itself consists primarily in specific acts of
communion with God.

b. One can worship God only because through God’s grace his heart has, by the
work of the Holy Spirit, been made new and God is more and more his consuming love.

c. While believers are to worship in secret as individuals and in private as families,
they are also to worship as churches in assemblies of public worship, which are not carelessly
or willfully to be neglected or forsaken.  Public worship occurs when God, by his Word and
Spirit, through the lawful government of the church, calls his people to assemble to worship
him together.

2. In his Word, God has specially appointed one day in seven as a Sabbath to be kept
holy to him.  It is the duty of every one to remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.  From
the beginning of the world to the resurrection of Christ the Sabbath was the last day of the
week, marking the completion of six days of work, anticipating eternal rest in the coming
Messiah.  By raising Christ from the dead on the first day of the week, God sanctified that
day, and from the time of the Apostles the church, accordingly, has kept it holy as the
Christian Sabbath, the Lord’s Day, and as the day on which it is to assemble for worship.
Now each weekly cycle begins with the people of God resting in Christ in the worship of
his name, followed by six days of work.  The Lord’s Day thus both depicts that the Christian’s
rest has already begun in Christ, and anticipates the eternal rest of his sons and daughters in
the new heaven and the new earth.

3. God’s covenant people are to devote the entire Lord’s Day as holy to the Lord.

a. In order to sanctify the day, it is necessary for them to prepare for its approach.
They should attend to their ordinary affairs beforehand so that they may not be hindered
from setting the Sabbath apart to God.

b. It is well for each individual and family to prepare for communion with God in
his public ordinances by reading the Scriptures, by holy meditation, and by prayer, especially
for God’s blessing on the ministry of the Word and sacraments.

c. They are then to observe a holy rest all the day from their own works, words, and
thoughts concerning their everyday employment and recreations, and to devote themselves
to delighting in the public and private exercises of communion with God and his people, in
showing mercy and doing good in his name, and in works of necessity.

d. They should so order works of necessity on that day that they do not improperly
detain others from the public worship of God, nor otherwise hinder them from sanctifying
the Sabbath.

4. The Lord’s Day is a day of holy convocation, the day on which the Lord calls his
people to assemble for public worship.
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a. Although it is fitting and proper that the members of Christ’s church assemble
for worship on other occasions also, which are left to the discretion of particular sessions,
the Lord calls the whole congregation of each local church to the sacred duty and high
privilege of assembling for public worship each Lord’s Day.  He expressly commands his
people to draw near to him, not forsaking the assembling of themselves together.

b. It is particularly appropriate for a congregation to assemble for public worship at

the beginning and the ending of the Lord’s Day.  God established this pattern for his Old

Testament people when he commanded morning and evening sacrifice and incense burning.

Moreover, he sanctifies the entire Lord’s Day to himself and gives his people in it a foretaste

of their eternal enjoyment of him and his people.

B. The Essence of Public Worship

1. An assembly of public worship is not merely a gathering of God’s children with each
other but is, before all else, a meeting of the triune God with his covenant people.  In the
covenant, God promises his chosen ones that he will dwell among them as their God and
they will be his people.

a. The triune God is present in public worship not only by virtue of the divine
omnipresence but, much more intimately, as the faithful covenant Savior.  Through Christ,
God’s people have access by one Spirit to the Father.

b. In an assembly of public worship, the triune God is not only the One to whom
worship is directed, but also the One who is active in the worship of the church.  Through
his public ordinances, the covenant God actively works to engage his people in communion
with himself.  In public worship, God and his people commune with each other in a manner
which expresses the close relationships of the Father and his redeemed children, of the Son
and his beloved bride, and of the Holy Spirit and the living temple in which he dwells.

c. Pastors and ruling elders should endeavor to inculcate in themselves and the
congregation expectations for, attitudes concerning, and behavior during public worship
which are appropriate to the glorious fact that public worship is covenantal communion
between God and his people in his public ordinances.

2. Because Christ is the Mediator of the covenant, no one draws near to God except
through him alone.

a. God’s people enter the Most Holy Place, the heavenly sanctuary, by the redeeming
blood of Jesus, by the new and living way opened for them through the curtain, that is, his
flesh.  They draw near through him as their great high priest who has not entered a man-
made sanctuary but heaven itself, now to appear for them in God’s presence.

b. Public worship should be conducted in a manner that plainly expresses conscious
reliance upon the mediation and merits of Jesus Christ.  To this end, it is well that there be
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a prayer of confession of sin early in the worship service.  It is fitting that the minister, as
God’s ambassador, then declare an assurance of God’s grace in Christ, reminding each
worshiper that he can have boldness to approach the holy God only through the mediation
and merits of Jesus Christ.

3. By the Spirit of the exalted Christ, God draws near to his people and they draw near to
their God.  They come by grace to Mount Zion, the heavenly Jerusalem, joining innumerable
angels and all the people of God in joyous and reverent communion with him.

a. All of God’s people not only should come into his presence with a deep sense of
awe at the thought of his perfect holiness and their own exceeding sinfulness, but also
should enter into his gates with thanksgiving and into his courts with praise for the great
salvation that he has so graciously wrought for them through his only begotten Son and
which he applies to them by his Holy Spirit.  All should worship with sincere devotion,
reverence, and expectation.

b. Public worship should be conducted in reliance on the gracious working of the
Spirit of the exalted Christ, which alone can make anyone capable of such sincerity, reverence,
devotion, awe, expectation, and joy.  Hence, from its beginning to its end, public worship
should be conducted in that simplicity which manifests dependence on the Spirit of Christ
to bless his own ordinances.

c. Accordingly, the whole congregation should assemble promptly, that all may be
present and may join together for the entire worship service.  Unless necessary, none should
depart until after the benediction.  All should refrain from any behavior that would distract
other worshipers or detract from their communion with God.

4. In public worship, God’s people draw near to their God unitedly as his covenant people,
the body of Christ.

a. For this reason the covenant children should be present so far as possible as well
as adults.  Because God makes his covenant with believers and their children, families
should be taught and encouraged to sit together as families.

b. For the same reason no favoritism may be shown to any who attend.  Nor may
any member of the church presume to exalt himself above others as though he were more
spiritual, but each shall esteem others better than himself.

c. The unity and catholicity of the covenant people should be manifest in public
worship.  Accordingly, the service should be conducted in a manner that enables and expects
all the members of the covenant community—male and female, old and young, rich and
poor, educated and uneducated, healthy and infirm, people from every race and nation—to
worship together.

d. Because God’s people worship not as an aggregation of individuals, but as a
congregation of those who are members of one another in Christ, public worship should be
conducted as a corporate activity in which all the members participate as the body of Christ.
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5. The triune God assembles his covenant people for public worship in order to manifest
and renew their covenant bond with him and one another.  The Holy Spirit engages them
and draws them into the Father’s presence as a living sacrifice in Christ.  God himself has
fellowship with them, reconstituting and restoring them for life in his presence and service
in his kingdom.

a. Public worship should be conducted in a manner that reflects God’s initiative in
the covenant itself, making clear that God establishes and renews his covenant with his
people, assuring God’s people of those things which they so easily forget unless Christ
crucified is constantly portrayed before their eyes week after week, cultivating the expectation
that God himself meets his people in Christ as the Holy Spirit works through the public
ordinances, always keeping central the persons and works of the triune God.

b. Consequently, it is well that public worship be so conducted that it is apparent
that God summons his church to assemble in his presence, that he assures his people of his
receiving and cleansing them through Christ the Mediator, that he consecrates them to
himself and his service by his Word, that he communes with them and gives them grace to
help in time of need through his means of grace, and that he sends them out to serve with
his blessing.

6. The triune God reveals the way of knowing and worshiping him in his Word, the Holy
Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, which is the only infallible rule of faith and
practice.

a. The principles of public worship must be derived from the Bible, either explicitly
or by good and necessary consequence, and from no other source.

b. God may not be worshiped according to human imaginations or inventions or in
any way not prescribed by his Word, nor may the church require her members to participate
in elements of worship that God’s Word does not require.  Only when the elements of
worship are those appointed in God’s Word, and the circumstances and forms of worship
are consonant with God’s Word, is there true freedom to know God as he is and to worship
him as he desires to be worshiped.

7. The end of public worship is the glory of the triune God.  To that end, Christ builds his
church by perfecting the saints and adding to its membership such as are being saved—all
to the glory of God.

a. Through public worship on the Lord’s Day, God calls his people to serve him all
the days of the week in their every activity, and enables them, whether they eat or drink or
whatever they do, to do all to the glory of God.

b. God’s people should be led to engage in all the elements of worship with a single-
minded focus on God’s glory and with a humble and dependent expectation that the exalted
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Lord Jesus Christ himself will edify them and build his church through his appointed means
of grace— all to the glory of God.

C. The Parts of Public Worship

1. Because a service of public worship is in its essence a meeting of the two parties in
the covenant, the triune God and his people, a worship service consists of two parts—from
God to his people and from his people to God.

a. By his Spirit working through the ministry of the Word, God draws near to his
people in the call to worship, in the salutation and benediction, in the reading and preaching
of the Word, and in the sacraments.

b. His people, enabled by the Holy Spirit, draw near to God in prayer, in song, in
offerings, in hearing the Word, in confession, and in receiving and partaking of the
sacraments.

c. It is fitting that these two parts be made to alternate.

2. The triune God is not a passive spectator in public worship, but actively works in each

element of the service of worship.  Neither are the people of God to be passive spectators in

public worship, but by faith are to participate actively in each element of the service of

worship.

a. Public worship should be conducted in a manner that enables and expects God’s
people by faith actively to embrace the blessing of the Lord in the salutation and benediction;
to pray with him who leads in prayer, so that the prayer being uttered aloud becomes their
prayer; in the reading of God’s Word, to attend to what God reveals of himself, his redeeming
actions for them, and his will for their lives; to confess together with all the people the faith
of the church; as the sermon is preached, to heed the Word of truth and appropriate it to
their lives as God, through his servant, proclaims and applies it; to sing psalms, hymns, and
spiritual songs to the praise of God and the edification of one another; to offer themselves
and their possessions together as a living sacrifice to the Lord.

b. Accordingly, it is appropriate that worshipers at times respond with brief spoken
or sung expressions of praise or affirmation such as “hallelujah” or “amen.”  The former is
a heartfelt declaration that the living God alone is worthy of adoration.  The latter grows out
of the responsibility of God’s people to affirm solemnly and earnestly the truthfulness of
his Word and the permanence of his character.  It is especially fitting for the congregation
to join in an “amen” at such times as a response to a blessing, a Scripture reading, a psalm
or hymn, a confession of faith, or a prayer.  When believers sing or say “amen” they are
testifying to their wholehearted agreement with what has been spoken as being in harmony
with God’s permanently valid Word.

3. The Lord Jesus Christ has not prescribed a set order for public worship, but he has
given his church a large measure of liberty in this matter.  It may not be forgotten, however,
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that there is true liberty only where the rules of God’s Word are observed and the Spirit of
the Lord is, so that all things are done decently and in order, and God’s people approach
him with reverence and in the beauty of holiness.

a. While Christ has not prescribed a set order for public worship, this does not
mean that it is fitting to ignore those proper and scriptural patterns of worship that have
been transmitted by the church for millennia.  The order of worship should be so structured
that there will be an enlightened movement on the part of the congregation from one element
of the service to the next.  When each act of worship is full of meaning, the order of the
parts will assume a coherent, edifying form.

b. Worship should be conducted with regard to the time, taking care that neither
reading, singing, praying, preaching, or any other ordinance be disproportionate one to the
other, nor the whole rendered either too short or too tedious.

4. The session does well to ensure that the public worship assembly space is so arranged
as to reflect and reinforce God’s initiative in drawing near to and gathering his people
through the ministry of the Word and sacraments.

a. Because the pulpit, baptismal font, and communion table facilitate the Word and
sacraments, the part of worship which is performed on behalf of God, it is fitting that they
be positioned so as to draw the focus of the congregation upon them, and that they be easily
accessible and visible to the entire congregation throughout the worship service.  Because
the Word is primary and the sacraments are secondary, serving to seal the Word, it is fitting
that the pulpit be in the position of prominence.

b. Because musicians and musical instruments serve the part of worship that is
performed by the congregation, it is fitting that they be positioned with or behind the
congregation.

D. The Leadership of Public Worship

1. Public worship is Christian not only when the worshipers consciously recognize that
Christ is the Mediator by whom alone they can come unto God but also when they honor
the exalted Christ as the living and only Head of the church who rules over public worship.

a. He rules over public worship by his Word and Spirit, not only directly, but also
through the ministry of officers in their ruling and teaching his church.

b. The exalted Christ thus supernaturally applies himself and his benefits to the
elect through his Spirit working in human hearts by and with his Word, especially in its
public reading, its preaching, its sealing by the sacraments, and as it is received in faith by
prayer.

2. For this reason:



316 Seventy-Second General Assembly

a. The session is responsible to give immediate oversight to the conduct of public
worship in the local church.

b. Public worship is ordinarily to be conducted by those who have been ordained to
represent the Lord Jesus Christ in the administration of his Word and sacraments.  The
pastor of the church is ordinarily responsible to plan and conduct public worship.

c. When the session deems it fitting, ruling elders with appropriate qualifications
whom the session has approved for this purpose may lead the congregation in prayer, read
the Scriptures to the congregation, lead unison or antiphonal readings of Scripture by the
congregation, lead congregational singing, or on occasion, exhort the congregation as part
of public worship.  They may not, however, pronounce the salutation or the benediction or
administer the sacraments.

d. On occasion, with the approval of the session, exceptions may be made for
licentiates, or, under the close supervision of a minister, for other men being prepared for
the gospel ministry in Christ’s church who are either members of the congregation governed
by that session or are ministerial interns under that session.  They may not, however,
pronounce the salutation or the benediction or administer the sacraments.

e. No others should take such leadership in conducting public worship.

CHAPTER II

ELEMENTS OF ORDINARY PUBLIC WORSHIP

A. The Part from God to the People

1. The Call to Worship

a. God having summoned his people to assemble in his presence to worship him on
the Lord’s Day, it is well that there be a call to the congregation, in God’s own words, to
worship him.  He who performs this part serves as God’s representative voice.  Accordingly,
this part ordinarily should be performed by a minister of the Word.

b. It is fitting that the congregation respond to the call to worship in words of
Scripture, or with the singing, or with prayer, or with all of these.

2. The Public Reading of God’s Word

a. Because the hearing of God’s Word is a means of grace, the public reading of the
Holy Scriptures is an essential element of public worship.  He who performs this part serves
as God’s representative voice.  Accordingly, this part ordinarily should be performed by a
minister of the Word.  Through this reading, God speaks directly to the congregation in his
own words.  For this reason the reader should refrain from interspersing the reading of
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God’s Word with human comments.  He should use an accurate, faithful translation in the
language of the people.  He should read clearly and with understanding, and the congregation
should attend to the reading with the deepest reverence.

b. It is desirable that a portion from both the Old and New Testaments be read each
Lord’s Day.  It is also well that the law of God be read frequently.

c. The public reading of the Scriptures to the congregation is to be distinguished
from the unison or responsive reading of certain portions of Scripture by the minister and
the congregation together.  In the former God addresses his people; in the latter God’s
people address their God, expressing in the words of Scripture their own contrition, adoration,
gratitude, and other holy sentiments.  The Psalms of Scripture are especially appropriate
for this purpose.

3. The Preaching of God’s Word

a. The preaching of the Word, the power of God unto salvation, is indispensable in
the public worship of God.  It is therefore a matter of supreme importance that the minister
preach only the Word of God, not the wisdom of man, and that he handle the Word of God
correctly, always setting forth Jesus Christ, the author and finisher of our faith.  In the
sermon God addresses the congregation by the mouth of his servant, and through his Spirit
opens the ears of his people.

b. The preacher should prepare each sermon prayerfully and diligently.  He may
not use a text merely as a point of departure but must take pains to expound the chosen text,
bringing in other texts as applicable, carefully explaining the meaning, and diligently applying
the particular text(s) for the salvation and edification of his hearers.  He should take care in
preaching that his exposition and application of the Scriptures be clear and simple, having
regard to the capacity of the hearers, in demonstration of the Spirit and power, with fervor
and zeal, and that he not divorce Christian duty from Christian faith.

The preacher must seek to build up the saints in the most holy faith and, as Christ’s
ambassador, beseech the unconverted to be reconciled to God.  Nothing is more necessary
than that the gospel of salvation by grace be proclaimed without any adulteration or
compromise, in order that the unsaved may learn to rely for salvation only on the grace of
God in Christ, to the exclusion of their own works or character, and that the saints may
ascribe glory for their salvation to God alone.  The preacher is to instruct his hearers in the
whole counsel of God, exhort the congregation to more perfect obedience to Christ, and
warn them of the sins and dangers that are around them and within them.  A preacher fails
to perform his task as a God-appointed watchman on Zion’s walls who neglects to warn the
congregation of prevalent soul-destroying teachings by enemies of the gospel.

c. The session is to give diligence that no person enter the pulpit concerning whose
soundness in doctrine and life, or knowledge of Scripture there is reasonable doubt.
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4. The Sacraments

a. The sacraments, baptism and the Lord’s Supper, as visible signs and seals of the
Word of the covenant, are an important element of public worship.  They represent Christ
and his benefits, confirm his people’s participation in him, visibly mark off from the world
those who belong to his church, and solemnly bind them to covenant faith and loyalty.

b. Because the sacraments are ordinances of Christ for the benefit of the visible
church, they are to be administered only under the oversight of the government of the church.
Moreover, in ordinary circumstances they are properly administered only in a gathering of
the congregation for the public worship of God, baptism signifying and sealing solemn
admission into the visible church, and the Lord’s Supper signifying and sealing the
communion of believers with Christ and with each other as members of his mystical body.
Nevertheless, if a session judges that circumstances require otherwise, the sacraments may
be administered elsewhere; but, in any event, the church must be represented in the service.

c. Although the efficacy of the sacraments does not depend upon the piety or
intention of the person administering them, they are not to be administered by any private
person but only by a minister of the Word.

5. Blessings

a. The salutation and the benediction are blessings pronounced in God’s name and
in his own words.  Accordingly, they are properly used only in a gathering of Christ’s church
and by a minister of the Word.

b. A salutation is the greeting from God to his people who have gathered to worship
him.  It is fittingly pronounced immediately before or after the call to worship.  Words of
salutation from Scripture are to be used, such as the opening greeting from one of the New
Testament epistles, “Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”

c. A benediction is the pronouncement of God’s blessing upon his people at the
conclusion of the service.  It is neither a prayer nor a doxology.  Words of benediction from
Scripture are to be used, such as the high priestly benediction, “The Lord bless thee, and
keep thee: the Lord make his face to shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee: the Lord
lift up his countenance upon thee, and give thee peace,” or an apostolic benediction such as,
“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit, be with you all,” are appropriate.

B. The Part from the People to God

1. Public Prayer
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a. Prayer is an essential element of public worship.  In order to be accepted by God
prayer is to be by faith, in the name of the Son of God, by the help of his Spirit, and according
to God’s will.

b. In preparation for the service, the session should provide circumstances conducive
to the people adopting an attitude appropriate to worship.  It is fitting that each person
engage in silent prayer.

c. He who leads in public prayer serves as the voice of the congregation.  For this
reason, he should pray in such a way, in clear words and always in the plural, that the entire
assembly of God’s people can pray with him; and it is the duty of the members of the
congregation not only to hear his words but also to pray them in their hearts.  To these ends
he who leads should diligently prepare himself for public prayers so that he may perform
this duty with propriety and with profit to the worshipers.

d. It is most appropriate that public prayer be led by the pastor of the congregation,
because in it he both guides the people in their corporate prayer to God and teaches them
how to pray biblically.  Accordingly, every minister should, by a thorough acquaintance
with the Holy Scriptures, by the study of the best writings on prayer, by meditation, and by
a life of communion with God, endeavor to acquire both the spirit and the skill of prayer, as
should ruling elders.

e. Near the beginning of the service there should be a brief prayer imploring the
gracious working of the Holy Spirit in the worshipers.

f. During the service there should be comprehensive prayer which may be offered
as more than one prayer throughout the worship service.  Such prayer should include
adoration of God’s perfections, thanksgiving for all his mercies, confession of sin,
supplication for forgiveness through the blood of the atonement and for renewal by the
Holy Spirit, lamentation in times of distress or crisis, and intercession for the needs of
God’s people and others.  It is fitting that the congregation intercede for the whole of mankind;
for civil rulers; for the church universal; for Christian missions at home and abroad, Christian
education and other Christian activities; for our whole Church; for churches in ties of like
faith with us; for the welfare of the local congregation itself, including its officers, its
ministries, and its members, pleading for their growth in sanctification and remembering
the daily needs and care of the people: the families, the singles, the rising generation, the
aged, the poor, the sick, the dying, the mourning, the erring, and unsaved loved ones; and
for whatever else may seem particularly suitable.

g. It is fitting that a prayer of confession of sin precede or follow any reading of the
law of God to the congregation.

h. It is appropriate that there be a brief offertory prayer either immediately preceding
or immediately following the worship of God with offerings.  Such prayer may thank God
for his gifts, devote the offering and the worshipers to his service, and invoke his blessing
on its use and on those who give.
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i. It is fitting to pray at the time of the reading and preaching of the Word.  Such
prayer may petition for the Holy Spirit to grant illumination and to apply the Word preached
to the minds, hearts, and lives of the people and give thanks for the Word received.  Ordinarily
such prayer should be by the one preaching the Word.

j. While public prayer must always be offered with deep humility and holy reverence
and be free from vain repetition or display of words, it can be fitting at times for the entire
congregation to pray vocally in unison.  The form of prayer that our Lord Jesus taught his
disciples, commonly called “the Lord’s Prayer,” is particularly appropriate for this use by
the congregation.  Great care should be taken, however, to guard against allowing this practice
to become a mere formula or ritual.

k. It is fitting to encourage the congregation to join vocally in a corporate “amen”
at the conclusion of a prayer.

2. Congregational Singing

a. Congregational singing is a duty and privilege to be practiced and cultivated in
all the churches.  Let every member of the church take part in this act of worship.  God’s
people should sing not merely with the lips, but with understanding and with grace in their
hearts, making melody to the Lord.

b. As public worship is for the praise and glory of God and the building up of the
saints, not for the entertainment of the congregation nor the praise of man, the character of
the songs used therein should befit the nature of God and the purpose of worship.

c. Congregations do well to sing the metrical versions or other musical settings of
the Psalms frequently in public worship.  Congregations also do well to sing hymns of
praise that respond to the full scope of divine revelation.

d. In the choice of song for public worship, great care must be taken that all the
materials of song are fully in accord with the Scriptures.  The words should be suitable for
the worship of God and the tunes should be appropriate to the meaning of the words and to
the occasion of public worship.  Care should be taken to the end that the songs chosen will
express those specific truths and sentiments which are appropriate at the time of their use
in the worship service.

e. Musical gifts are properly used in public worship to assist the congregation in its
worship of God.  They may not be used for the praise or applause of men.  No person may
take a special part in the musical service unless he is a professing Christian who adorns his
profession with a godly walk, or who is a baptized covenant child whose conduct is
appropriate to his status.

3. Public Confession of Faith

a. It is appropriate that individual believers publicly profess their faith in Christ
before God and his people in order formally to pledge their commitment to serve Christ
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and to be welcomed into all the privileges of full communion with God’s people in the
context of that congregation.

b. It is also fitting that the congregation as one body confess its common faith,
using creeds that are true to the Word of God, such as the Apostles’ Creed or the Nicene
Creed.

4. The Bringing of Offerings

a. The bringing of offerings in the public assembly of God’s people on the Lord’s
Day is a solemn act of worship to almighty God.  The people of God are to set aside to him
the firstfruits of their labors; in so doing, they should present themselves with thanksgiving
as a living sacrifice to God.  All should participate in this act of worship when God gives
opportunity for it.  Parents are to instruct and encourage their children by precept and
example to give of their substance regularly, purposefully, generously, and joyfully to the
Lord through his church.

b. It is the duty of the pastor, since he is to proclaim to the people the whole counsel
of God, to cultivate biblical stewardship and the grace of liberal giving in the members of
the church.  He does well to remind them of the Scripture admonition that everyone is to
give as the Lord has prospered him, of the assurance of Scripture that God loves a cheerful
giver, and of the blessed example of the Lord Jesus Christ who, though he was rich, became
poor in order that poor sinners through his poverty might become rich.

c. The session shall take care that the offerings of the congregation are used only
for biblical purposes such as the maintenance of public worship, the preaching of the gospel
throughout the world, the ministry of mercy in Christ’s name, and other Christian objects.
The offering ordinarily should not be used to transmit funds to causes other than the ministries
of the Church.  If a member of the Church designates a gift to a particular cause, it shall be
the responsibility of the session to determine, before the gift is accepted, if it is appropriate
to support that cause through the Church or if the gift should be returned to the donor.

d. It is desirable that Christian love be demonstrated by offerings for the use of the
deacons in the ministry of mercy on behalf of the church.  It is appropriate that a special
offering be received for this purpose following the Lord’s Supper.

CHAPTER III

THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE SACRAMENTS

A. General Provisions
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1. The sacraments are to be observed with discernment and profit.  It is important that

adequate preparation be made prior to their administration.  It is therefore advisable that

from time to time the preaching include suitable instruction on the sacraments.  Moreover,

when the sacraments are being celebrated the minister shall always accompany them by the

preaching of the Word, and he shall take especial care in that preaching to proclaim Christ

and his benefits, so that God’s people can understand what the sacrament means.  In

connection with the administration of the sacraments, he shall set forth a summary of the

teaching of the Word of God as to their institution, meaning, and nature

2. The baptism of infants is not to be unduly delayed, but is to be administered as soon
as practicable.  The baptism of adults must await their public profession of faith in Christ.

3. The Lord’s Supper is to be celebrated frequently, but the frequency may be determined
by each session as it may judge most conducive to edification.

4. In the administration of the sacraments, the minister shall follow the directions
prescribed in this chapter but, except in the case of vows, he is not required to use the exact
language of the indented forms (below), which are suggested as appropriate.  He may employ
these or similar forms, using his own liberty and godly wisdom as he deems best for the
edification of the people.

B. Baptism

1. The Baptism of Infants

a. Prerequisites

For a child to be presented for baptism, at least one parent must be a communicant
member of the Church, in good standing, normally of the local congregation.  In order to
present a child for baptism, parents shall make prior arrangements with the session.  Before
presentation for baptism, the pastor shall ensure that instruction has been given to the
parent(s) as to the nature, privileges, and responsibilities of baptism for the parents and the
child.  Only parents who are communicant members of the Church may be permitted to
take parental vows.  If the session shall judge it appropriate, a parent who is not a
communicant member may stand with the spouse during the baptism.  In extraordinary
circumstances, at the parents’ request, the session may permit the baptism of a child of
parents who are communicant members of another church which is approved by the session,
on behalf of and with the written permission of the governing body of that church.  In such
a case the session shall inform the other governing body, in writing, when the baptism has
been administered.

b. The Administration of Baptism to Infants

(1) The Institution of the Sacrament
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The minister shall read the words of the institution of the sacrament of baptism from
a passage such as Matthew 28:18–20.

(2) The Meaning and Nature of the Sacrament

He shall first summarize before the congregation the teaching of the Word of God and the
Confession and Catechisms of this church as to the meaning and nature of the sacrament of
baptism.  In doing so, he may use these or similar words:

The Lord Jesus Christ instituted baptism as a covenant sign and seal for his
church.  He uses it to depict and to confirm his inclusion of the person who is
baptized in the covenant of grace and his engrafting of that person into his
covenant community, the church.

The Lord uses baptism to portray to us that we and our children are sinful
from conception and need to be cleansed.

He uses it to witness and seal to us the remission of sins and the bestowal
of all the gifts of salvation through union with Christ.  Baptism with water
signifies and seals cleansing from sin by the blood and the Spirit of Christ,
together with our death unto sin and our resurrection unto newness of life by
virtue of the death and resurrection of Christ.  Because these gifts of salvation
are the gracious provision of the triune God, who is pleased to claim us as his
very own, we are baptized into the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.

In our baptism the Lord puts his name on us, claims us as his own, and
summons us to assume the obligations of the covenant.  He calls us to believe in
Jesus Christ as our Savior, to renounce the devil, the world, and the flesh, and to
walk humbly with our God in devotion to his commandments.

(3) Exhortation to the Congregation to Improve their Baptisms

Then the minister may exhort the congregation in these or like words:

As solemn vows are about to be made before you, and baptism is now to be
administered, you who are baptized will do well to take this occasion to reflect
on your own baptism.  Christ has put his name and claim on you.  He calls you
to be repentant for your sins against your covenant God, to confess your faith
before men, and to live in newness of life to God who sealed his covenant with
you by the blood of his own Son.

(4) The Ground of Baptizing Infants

The minister shall then give instruction as to the ground of the baptism of infants.  He may
use these or similar words:

Although our young children do not yet understand these things, they are
nevertheless to be baptized.  For God commands that all who are under his
covenant of grace be given the sign of the covenant.
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God made the promise of the covenant to believers and to their offspring.
In the Old Testament, he declared to Abraham: “And I will establish my covenant
between me and thee and thy seed after thee in their generations for an everlasting
covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee” (Gen. 17:7).  For this
reason, in the Old Testament, God commanded that covenant infants be given
the sign of circumcision.

The covenant is the same in essence in both the Old and the New Testaments.
Indeed, the grace of God for the consolation of believers is even more fully
manifested in the New Testament.  Thus, rather than rescinding the covenant
promise to believers and to their offspring in the New Testament, God reaffirms
it.  He declares that “the promise is unto you, and to your children” (Acts 2:39).
He promises, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved, and thy
house” (Acts 16:31).  He promises that if even one parent is a believer, the
children are “holy” (1 Cor. 7:14).

And so in the New Testament no less than in the Old, the children of believers

have an interest in the covenant and a right to the covenant sign and to the

outward privileges of the covenant people, the church.  In the New Testament,

baptism has replaced circumcision as the covenant sign.  Therefore, by the

covenant sign of baptism the children of believers are to be distinguished from

the world and received into the visible church.

(5) The Covenant Commitment of the Parents

The minister shall then require the parents to vow publicly their duty as Christian parents to
present their children for baptism and to nurture them in the Christian faith, by giving
answer to the following questions:

(1) Do you acknowledge that although our children are sinful from the time of
conception and therefore are subject to condemnation, they are holy in Christ,
and as children of the covenant are to be baptized?
(2) Do you promise to teach diligently to (name of child) the principles of our
holy Christian faith, revealed in the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments
and summarized in the Confession of Faith and Catechisms of this Church?
(3) Do you promise to pray regularly with and for (name of child), and to set an
example of piety and godliness before (him/her)?
(4) Do you promise, before God and these witnesses, to endeavor, by all the
means of God’s appointment, to bring (name of child) up in the nurture and
admonition of the Lord, encouraging (him/her) to appropriate for (himself/
herself) the blessings and obligations of the covenant?

(6) Prayer

The minister shall then pray for the presence and blessing of the triune God that the grace
signified and sealed by baptism may be abundantly realized.

(7) The Baptism
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Then, calling the child by name, he shall say, as he baptizes him with water, without adding
any other ceremony:

(Name of child), child of the covenant, I baptize you into the name of the

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

(8) The Covenant Commitment of the Congregation

It is appropriate that the minister exhort the congregation, in these or similar words:

As (name) is baptized into Christ and becomes a member of his church,

the whole congregation is obligated to love (him/her) and receive (him/her) as a

member of the body of Christ.  For “we were all baptized by one Spirit into one

body,” and therefore are members of one another.  Christ claims this little child

as his own and calls you to receive (him/her) in love and commitment.

It is then suitable that the minister present the following vow to the congregation and request
them to indicate assent orally or with upraised hand:

Do you promise before God to assist (name of child) and (his/her) parents

in (his/her) Christian nurture by godly example, prayer, and encouragement in

our most precious faith?

(9) Charges

It is then fitting that the minister give charges to the parents and to the congregation in the
following or similar words:

To the parents:

Beloved in Christ Jesus, we give thanks to God for this child that he has

given you, and for your expressed desire for (him/her) to know the Lord and to

follow him all (his/her) days.  Along with the great blessing of the gift of this

child have come responsibilities that you have just acknowledged and to which

you have solemnly committed yourselves, and I charge you that in humble

reliance upon the grace of God by the diligent use of the means of grace—

especially the Word of God, the sacraments, and prayer—you continue steadfastly

in the commitments that you have made today before God and these witnesses.

To the congregation:

I charge you also, the congregation, to be prayerfully diligent in fulfilling

the promise that you have made to assist (name of child) and (his/her) parents in

(his/her) Christian nurture.

(10) Prayer
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The whole service of baptism shall then be concluded with prayer.  It is well in such prayer
to thank the Lord for his covenant of grace, rejoice that this child has been included, and to
ask the Lord to graciously enable him to be a covenant-keeper, daily dying to sin and walking
in newness of life in Christ.

2. The Baptism of Adults

a. Prerequisites

An adult who seeks to be baptized shall make a public profession of his faith before
the congregation prior to the baptism.  He shall previously have received a course of
instruction in the Christian faith in accordance with the confessional standards of this Church,
including instruction as to the meaning of baptism, and have also made before the session
of the church a credible profession of faith in Christ according to the provisions of Chapter
IV, Section A, third paragraph of this Directory.

b. The Administration of Baptism to Adults

(1) The Institution of the Sacrament

The minister shall read the words of the institution of the sacrament of baptism from
a passage such as Matthew 28:18–20.

(2) The Covenant Commitment of the One Receiving Baptism

At the time of the service at which the person is to be baptized he shall first profess his faith
publicly before the assembled congregation.  The minister may address him in these or
similar words:

Beloved in the Lord Jesus Christ, we thank our God for the grace that was

given you in that our Savior has sought and found you and through faith you

have become a partaker of the covenant of grace.  We rejoice that in his grace,

he has brought you to this congregation and given you the desire to profess your

faith before us and to unite with us.  We ask that you testify before us to the faith

that you profess by answering the following questions

To this end the minister shall require the person to vow publicly his Christian faith by
giving assent to the following questions:

(1) Do you believe in one God, who exists eternally in three persons, the Father,

the Son, and the Holy Spirit?

(2) Do you believe the Bible, consisting of the Old and New Testaments, to be

the Word of God, and its doctrine of salvation to be the perfect and only true

doctrine of salvation?

(3) Do you confess that because of your sinfulness you abhor and humble

yourself before God, that you repent of your sin, and that you trust for salvation

not in yourself but in Jesus Christ alone?
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(4) Do you acknowledge Jesus Christ as your sovereign Lord and do you

promise that, in reliance on the grace of God, you will serve him with all that is

in you, forsake the world, resist the devil, put to death your sinful deeds and

desires, and lead a godly life?

(5) Do you promise to submit in the Lord to the government of this church, to

participate faithfully in its worship and ministry, and, in case you should be

found delinquent in doctrine or life, to heed its discipline?

If the session deems it appropriate it may also ask him to bear brief testimony to his faith in
his own words.

After receiving assent to the above questions, the minister shall proceed to the baptism.

(3) The Meaning and Nature of the Sacrament

He shall then summarize before the congregation the teaching of the Word of God and the
Confession and Catechisms of this church as to the meaning and nature of the sacrament of
baptism.  He may use these or similar words:

The Lord Jesus Christ instituted baptism as a covenant sign and seal for his

church.  He uses it to depict and to confirm his inclusion of the person who is

baptized in the covenant of grace and his engrafting of that person into his

covenant community, the church.  The Lord uses baptism to portray to us that

we and our children are sinful from conception and need to be cleansed.

He uses it to witness and seal to us the remission of sins and the bestowal

of all the gifts of salvation through union with Christ.  Baptism with water

signifies and seals cleansing from sin by the blood and the Spirit of Christ,

together with our death unto sin and our resurrection unto newness of life by

virtue of the death and resurrection of Christ.  Because these gifts of salvation

are the gracious provision of the triune God, who is pleased to claim us as his

very own, we are baptized into the name of the Father and of the Son and of the

Holy Spirit.

In our baptism the Lord puts his name on us, claims us as his own, and

summons us to assume the obligations of the covenant.  He calls us to believe in

Jesus Christ as our Savior, to renounce the devil, the world, and the flesh, and to

walk humbly with our God in devotion to his commandments.

(4) Exhortation to the Congregation to Improve their Baptisms

Then the minister may exhort the congregation in these or like words:

As solemn vows have been made before you, and baptism is now to be

administered, you who are baptized will do well to take this occasion to reflect

on your own baptism.  Christ has put his name and claim on you.  He calls you

to be repentant for your sins against your covenant God, to confess your faith

before men, and to live in newness of life to God who sealed his covenant with

you by the blood of his own Son.
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(5) Prayer

Thereupon the minister shall pray for the presence and blessing of the triune God that the
grace signified and sealed by baptism may be abundantly realized.

(6) The Baptism

Then, calling the person by name, he shall baptize him with water, without any other
ceremony, saying:

(Name of person), I baptize you into the name of the Father and of the Son

and of the Holy Spirit.

(7) The Covenant Commitment of the Congregation

It is appropriate that the minister exhort the congregation in these or similar words:

As (name) is baptized into Christ and becomes a member of his church,

the whole congregation is obligated to love and receive him as a member of the

body of Christ.  For “we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body,” and

therefore are members of one another.  Christ claims this (brother/sister) as his

own and calls you to receive (him/her) in love and commitment.

It is then suitable that the minister present the following vow to the congregation and request
them to indicate assent orally or with upraised hand:

Do you promise before God to assist (name of person) in (his/her) Christian

nurture by godly example, prayer, and encouragement in our most precious faith

and in the fellowship of believers?

(8) Welcome and Charges

It is then fitting that the minister address the baptized person and the congregation in the
following or similar words.

To the baptized person:

Beloved, in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ I welcome you to all the

privileges of full communion with God’s people, and in particular to participation

in the sacrament of the holy supper.

I charge you to continue steadfastly in the confession that you have made,

humbly relying upon the grace of God by the diligent use of the means of grace—

especially the Word of God, the sacraments, and prayer.

Rest assured that if you confess Christ before men, he will confess you

before his Father who is in heaven.

To the congregation:
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I charge you, beloved congregation, to be prayerfully diligent in fulfilling

the solemn promise that you have made before God to pray for, to help, and to

encourage our (brother/sister) in (his/her) faith and Christian life.

To the baptized person he may say:

May the God of all grace, who called you unto his eternal glory in Christ,

after you have suffered a little while, perfect, establish, and strengthen you.  To

him be the glory and dominion for ever and ever, Amen.

(9) Prayer

The whole service of baptism shall be concluded with prayer.  It is well in such a prayer to
thank the Lord for his covenant of grace, rejoice that this (brother/sister) has been included,
and to ask the Lord to graciously enable him to be a covenant keeper, daily dying to sin and
walking in newness of life in Christ.

C. The Lord’s Supper

1. The Institution of the Sacrament

The minister shall read the words of the institution and instruction of the Lord’s Supper
as found in 1 Corinthians 11:23-29 or one of the Gospel accounts (Matthew 26:26-29,
Mark 14:22-25, or Luke 22:14-20).  In addition he may read words of instruction from
passages such as John 6 and 1 Corinthians 10.

2. The Meaning and Nature of the Sacrament

He shall then summarize before the congregation the teaching of the Word of God as to the
meaning and nature of the sacrament in the following or like words:

Our Lord Jesus Christ instituted the Lord’s Supper as an ordinance to be

observed by his church until he comes again.  It is not a re-sacrificing of Christ

but is a remembrance of the once-for-all sacrifice of himself in his death for our

sins.  Nor is it a mere memorial to Christ’s sacrifice.  It is a means of grace by

which God feeds us with the crucified, resurrected, exalted Christ.  He does so

by his Holy Spirit and through faith.  Thus he strengthens us in our warfare

against sin and in our endeavors to serve him in holiness.  The sacrament further

signifies and seals the forgiveness of our sin and our nourishment and growth in

Christ.  The bread and wine represent the crucified body and the shed blood of

the Savior, which he gave for his people.  In this sacrament God confirms that

he is faithful and true to fulfill the promises of his covenant and he calls us to

deeper gratitude for our salvation, to renewed consecration, and more to faithful

obedience.  The Supper is also a bond and pledge of the communion that believers

have with him and with each other as members of his body.  As Scripture says,

“because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for we all partake of
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the one loaf.”  The Supper anticipates the consummation of the ages when Christ

returns to gather all his redeemed people at the glorious wedding feast of the

Lamb.  By coming to the Lord’s Table we humbly resolve to deny ourselves, to

crucify the sin that is within us, to resist the devil, and to follow Christ as becomes

those who bear his name.

3. Invitation and Fencing the Table

The minister shall then declare who may come to and who are excluded from the Lord’s
Table according to the Word of God.  He may use the following or similar words:

It is my privilege as a minister of Christ to invite all who are right with God

and his church through faith in the Lord Jesus, to come to the Lord’s Table.  If

you believe that he died for your sin, if you are a baptized and professing

communicant member in good standing in a church that professes the gospel of

God’s free grace in Jesus Christ, and if you live penitently and seek to walk in

godliness before the Lord, then this Supper is for you, and I invite you in Christ’s

name to eat the bread and drink the cup.

At the same time, God’s Word says, “whosoever shall eat this bread, and

drink this cup of the Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty of the body and blood of

the Lord.  But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread and

drink of that cup.  For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh

damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord’s body” (1 Cor. 11:27–29).  If

you are not trusting in Jesus Christ as your Savior, if you are not a member of a

faithful Christian church, if you are not living a godly life, then I warn you in

the name of Christ not to approach the holy table of the Lord.

This warning is not aimed to keep the humble and contrite from the table

of the Lord, as if it is for those who are free from sin.  In fact, it is for sinners

that our Lord gives this Supper as a means of grace.  Through the humble elements

of bread and wine, our Lord graciously gives himself and all his benefits to

everyone who eats and drinks in a worthy manner, discerning the body of the

Lord.  It is one thing to eat and drink in a worthy manner.  It is very different,

however, to imagine that we are worthy to eat and drink.  We dare not come to

the Lord’s Table as if we are worthy and righteous in ourselves.  We come in a

worthy manner if we recognize that we are unworthy sinners who desperately

need our Savior, if we consciously discern his body given for our sins if we

hunger and thirst after Christ, giving thanks for his grace, trusting in his merits,

feeding on him by faith, renewing our covenant with him and his people.

Let us examine our minds and hearts to determine whether such discernment

is ours, to the end that we may partake to the glory of God and to our growth in

the grace of Christ.  Come then with joy and thankfulness to the Lord’s Table.

The Lord’s Supper is medicine for poor, sick souls.  Come to Jesus and find

rest, refreshing, and nourishment for your weak and weary soul.

4. Prayer



331Appendix

The distribution of the elements shall be preceded by prayer.  It is well in such prayer
to praise God for his mighty power and grace in bringing salvation; confess our unworthiness
to come to the table because of our own utter lack of righteousness; reaffirm our trust in
God’s grace and in Christ’s righteousness and mediation; plead for the Lord to grant the
gracious, effectual working of his Spirit in us; thank God for the elements, request him to
use them for their intended purpose; and ask him to grant that by faith his people may feed
upon Jesus Christ, crucified and raised for them, so that, being strengthened by grace they
might live in him and for him.

5. Exhortation

If desired, the minister may exhort the people of God, in the following or like words,
to embrace in the sign the thing that is signified:

Beloved congregation, lift up your hearts from these visible elements even

to heaven itself, where Jesus Christ is, seated at the right hand of the Father,

from where we look for him to return and perfect our redemption.  All the

promises of God are yes and amen in him.  Every spiritual blessing is found in

him.  With joyful hearts, in Christian love, partake of his Table, giving thanks

for the great love that he has shown to us.  Let the death of our precious Savior

so grip your heart that you are set on fire, so that you may also stir others to love

God and follow his holy Word.

6. Partaking of the Elements

After prayer and thanksgiving the minister shall take the bread and break it before the
congregation, saying, in the following or similar words,

Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which he was betrayed, took bread,

blessed it, and broke it, and gave it to his disciples as I, ministering in his name,

give this bread to you.  He said, “Take, eat, this is my body, which is […] for

you; this do in remembrance of me.”

The minister shall then give the bread to the people.  He may give it to the elders to serve it.
When the people have been served he may serve the elders.

The bread may be eaten either upon reception of it, or in unison when all have been served,
as the session may judge most conducive to edification.

In the case of the latter, if desired, the minister, taking the bread, may say,

The bread which we break is the communion of the body of Christ.

OR

Take and eat in remembrance that Christ died for you.  Feed upon him in

your heart by faith with thanksgiving.
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When all have partaken of the bread the minister shall, in like manner, take the cup, saying
in the following or similar words,

In the same manner, our Savior also took the cup, and having given thanks

as has been done in his name, he gave it to his disciples, saying, “This cup is the

new covenant in my blood, which is shed for many for the remission of sins;

drink ye all of it.”

The minister shall then give the cup as in the distribution of the bread.

If the congregation partakes in unison, when all have been served, the minister, taking the
cup, may say,

The cup of blessing which we bless is the communion of the blood of Christ.

OR

Take and drink.  Remember and believe that the precious blood of our Lord

Jesus Christ was shed for the complete forgiveness of all our sins.

7. Response of Thanksgiving and Commitment

When all have partaken, prayer should be offered.  It is well in such prayer to give
thanks for the sacrifice of Jesus Christ through whom we have the forgiveness of sins;
recommit God’s people to Christ and to each other; present them as a living sacrifice to
God; and plead that the Holy Spirit will make the sacrament effectual to the edifying and
strengthening of God’s people.

It is well that the congregation respond by singing a psalm or hymn that focuses on
the benefits of Christ’s death and the triumph of the gospel, bringing forth gratitude and joy
and renewed commitment of the believer to his Lord, and that an offering be taken for the
relief of the poor or for some other sacred purpose.

8. Blessing

The congregation shall then be dismissed with the following or other Scripture
benediction,

“Now the God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus,

that great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant,

make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which

is well pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever

and ever.  Amen.”
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Chapter IV

Public Reception

A. General Provisions

1. Only those may be admitted to full communion in the church who have been baptized
and have made public profession of faith in Jesus Christ.

2. In order to aid those who contemplate making public profession or reaffirmation of
faith in Christ to understand the implication of this significant act and to perform it
meaningfully, the pastor or someone approved by the session shall conduct classes in
Christian doctrine and life both for the covenant youth and for any others who may manifest
an interest in the way of salvation.

3. Before permitting anyone to make profession of his faith in the presence of the
congregation, the session shall announce his name to the congregation in order that the
members of the Church may have opportunity to acquaint the session with such facts
concerning him as may appear to be irreconcilable with a credible profession.  In order for
the session to assure itself so far as possible that the candidate makes a credible profession,
it shall examine him to ascertain that he possesses the doctrinal knowledge requisite for
saving faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, relies on the merits of Christ alone, and is determined
by the grace of God to lead a Christian life.

4. Unbaptized covenant children whose parent(s) are communicant members of the
congregation may be received only by baptism.

5. Baptized children ordinarily shall be received with their parents.

6. Noncommunicant members of the congregation may be received into communicant
membership only by confession of faith.

7. The following provisions are designed to assist ministers and sessions to receive
members in accordance with the Book of Discipline II.B.2, which provisions should always
be followed.

B. Reception into Full Communion of Noncommunicant

Members by Profession of Faith

1. When a noncommunicant member is received into full communion, that reception is
effective at the time of his public profession of faith.  On the occasion of that person’s
public reception, the minister should remind the people that he is already a member of the
church, albeit a noncommunicant member, and has been receiving the blessings of Christ
as a member of the church since infancy, and that those blessings have resulted in this day
wherein, having given evidence of conscious saving faith in Christ, he is now about to
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confess that faith and become a communicant member of the congregation.  The minister
may then address him in these or like words:

Beloved in the Lord Jesus Christ, we thank our God for the grace that was

given you in that you have accepted God’s covenant promise that was signified

and sealed unto you in your infancy by holy baptism.  We now ask you to

acknowledge the promises of the covenant and to confirm the vows of your

baptism by publicly professing your faith.

2. The minister shall then require the person to vow publicly his Christian faith by giving
assent to the following questions.

(1) Do you believe in one God, who exists eternally in three persons, the Father,

the Son, and the Holy Spirit?

(2) Do you believe the Bible, consisting of the Old and New Testaments, to be

the Word of God, and its doctrine of salvation to be the perfect and only true

doctrine of salvation?

(3) Do you confess that because of your sinfulness you abhor and humble

yourself before God, that you repent of your sin, and that you trust for salvation

not in yourself but in Jesus Christ alone?

(4) Do you acknowledge Jesus Christ as your sovereign Lord and do you

promise that, in reliance on the grace of God, you will serve him with all that is

in you, forsake the world, resist the devil, put to death your sinful deeds and

desires, and lead a godly life?

(5) Do you promise to submit in the Lord to the government of this church, to

participate faithfully in its worship and ministry, and, in case you should be

found delinquent in doctrine or life, to heed its discipline?

If the session deems it appropriate it may also ask him to bear brief testimony to his faith in
his own words.

3. It is appropriate that the minister exhort the congregation in these or similar words:

As [name] is received into full communion in the church, the whole

congregation is obligated to love and receive him as a member of the body of

Christ.  For we are members of one another in the body of Christ.  Christ claims

this brother/sister as his own and calls you to receive (him/her) in love and

commitment.

It is then suitable that the minister present the following vow to the congregation and request
them to indicate assent orally or with upraised hand:

Do you promise before God to assist (name of person) in (his/her) Christian

nurture by godly example, prayer, and encouragement in our most precious faith

and in the fellowship of believers?

4. When anyone has publicly professed his faith in this way, it is fitting that the minister
address him in the following or similar words:
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Beloved, in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ I welcome you to all the

privileges of full communion with God’s people, and in particular to participation

in the sacrament of the holy supper.

I charge you to continue steadfastly in the confession that you have made,

humbly relying upon the grace of God by the diligent use of the means of grace—

especially the Word of God, the sacraments, and prayer.

Rest assured that if you confess Christ before men, he will confess you

before his Father who is in heaven.

Then he may address the congregation:

I charge you, beloved congregation, to be prayerfully diligent in fulfilling

the solemn promise that you have made before God to pray for, to help, and to

encourage our (brother/sister) in (his/her) faith and Christian life.

To the new communicant member he may say:

May the God of all grace, who called you unto his eternal glory in Christ,

after you have suffered a little while, perfect, establish, and strengthen you.  To

him be the glory and dominion for ever and ever, Amen.

This part of the service shall be concluded with prayer.

C. Reception by Letter of Transfer from Another

Orthodox Presbyterian Church

When a person is received into membership on letter of transfer from another Orthodox
Presbyterian congregation, that reception is effective at the time of the action of the session
to receive.  Nevertheless, a session may deem it appropriate to welcome that person publicly
into the congregation and allow him to give public expression to his faith.  If this is done, it
shall be made clear to the congregation that the person has already been received by action
of the session.  Nevertheless, the minister may address him in appropriate words similar to
those found below at D.4.

D. Reception by Letter of Transfer from Another

Church of Like Faith and Practice

1. When a person is received into membership on letter of transfer from another church
of like faith and practice approved by the session, that reception is effective at the time of
his public profession of faith.  On the occasion of that person’s public reception, the minister
shall address him in these or like words:

Beloved in the Lord Jesus Christ, we thank our God for the grace that was

given you in that you have accepted God’s promise of salvation and publicly

confessed your faith in the Savior, Jesus Christ.  We praise him that he brought
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you into communicant membership in a church of like faith and practice with

this congregation.  We rejoice that God, in his gracious providence, has now

brought you here and given you a desire to unite with us, and that your former

church has committed you to our fellowship and oversight.  We ask that you

testify before us to the faith that you profess by answering the following questions.

2. The minister shall then require the person to vow publicly his Christian faith by giving
assent to the following questions.

(1) Do you believe in one God, who exists eternally in three persons, the Father,

the Son, and the Holy Spirit?

(2) Do you believe the Bible, consisting of the Old and New Testaments, to be

the Word of God, and its doctrine of salvation to be the perfect and only true

doctrine of salvation?

(3) Do you confess that because of your sinfulness you abhor and humble

yourself before God, that you repent of your sin, and that you trust for salvation

not in yourself but in Jesus Christ alone?

(4) Do you acknowledge Jesus Christ as your sovereign Lord and do you

promise that, in reliance on the grace of God, you will serve him with all that is

in you, forsake the world, resist the devil, put to death your sinful deeds and

desires, and lead a godly life?

(5) Do you promise to submit in the Lord to the government of this church, to

participate faithfully in its worship and ministry, and, in case you should be

found delinquent in doctrine or life, to heed its discipline?

If the session deems it appropriate it may also ask him to bear brief testimony to his faith in
his own words.

3. It is appropriate that the minister exhort the congregation in these or similar words:

As (name) is received into full communion in the church, the whole

congregation is obligated to love and receive him as a member of the body of

Christ.  For we are members of one another in the body of Christ.  Christ claims

this (brother/sister) as his own and calls you to receive (him/her) in love and

commitment.

It is then suitable that the minister present the following vow to the congregation and request
them to indicate assent orally or with upraised hand:

Do you promise before God to assist (name of person) in (his/her) Christian

nurture by godly example, prayer, and encouragement in our most precious faith

and in the fellowship of believers?

4. When anyone has publicly professed his faith in this way, it is fitting that the minister
address him in the following or similar words:
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Beloved, in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ I welcome you to all the

privileges of full communion with God’s people, and in particular to participation

in the sacrament of the holy supper.

I charge you to continue steadfastly in the confession that you have made,

humbly relying upon the grace of God by the diligent use of the means of grace—

especially the Word of God, the sacraments, and prayer.

Rest assured that if you confess Christ before men, he will confess you

before his Father who is in heaven.

Then he may address the congregation:

I charge you, beloved congregation, to be prayerfully diligent in fulfilling

the solemn promise that you have made before God to pray for, to help, and to

encourage our (brother/sister) in (his/her) faith and Christian life.

To the new communicant member he may say:

May the God of all grace, who called you unto his eternal glory in Christ,

after you have suffered a little while, perfect, establish, and strengthen you.  To

him be the glory and dominion for ever and ever, Amen.

This part of the service shall be concluded with prayer.

E. Reception by Reaffirmation of Faith

1. When a person is received into membership by reaffirmation of faith, that reception
is effective at the time of his public profession of faith.  On the occasion of that person’s
public reception, the minister shall address him in these or like words:

Beloved in the Lord Jesus Christ, we thank our God for the grace that was

given you in that you have accepted God’s promise of salvation and publicly

confessed your faith in the Savior, Jesus Christ.  We rejoice that God, in his

gracious providence, has brought you into this congregation and given you a

desire to reaffirm the faith that you have previously professed, and to unite with

us.  We ask that you testify before us to the faith that you profess by answering

the following questions.

2. The minister shall then require the person to vow publicly his Christian faith by giving
assent to the following questions.

(1) Do you believe in one God, who exists eternally in three persons, the Father,

the Son, and the Holy Spirit?

(2) Do you believe the Bible, consisting of the Old and New Testaments, to be

the Word of God, and its doctrine of salvation to be the perfect and only true

doctrine of salvation?
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(3) Do you confess that because of your sinfulness you abhor and humble

yourself before God, that you repent of your sin, and that you trust for salvation

not in yourself but in Jesus Christ alone?

(4) Do you acknowledge Jesus Christ as your sovereign Lord and do you

promise that, in reliance on the grace of God, you will serve him with all that is

in you, forsake the world, resist the devil, put to death your sinful deeds and

desires, and lead a godly life?

(5) Do you promise to submit in the Lord to the government of this church, to

participate faithfully in its worship and ministry, and, in case you should be

found delinquent in doctrine or life, to heed its discipline?

If the session deems it appropriate it may also ask him to bear brief testimony to his faith in
his own words.

3. It is appropriate that the minister exhort the congregation in these or similar words:

As [name] is received into full communion in the church, the whole

congregation is obligated to love and receive him as a member of the body of

Christ.  For we are members of one another in the body of Christ.  Christ claims

this brother/sister as his own and calls you to receive (him/her) in love and

commitment.

It is then suitable that the minister present the following vow to the congregation and request
them to indicate assent orally or with upraised hand:

Do you promise before God to assist (name of person) in (his/her) Christian

nurture by godly example, prayer, and encouragement in our most precious faith

and in the fellowship of believers?

4. When anyone has publicly reaffirmed his faith in this way, it is fitting that the minister
address him in the following or similar words:

Beloved, in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ I welcome you to all the

privileges of full communion with God’s people, and in particular to participation

in the sacrament of the holy supper.

I charge you to continue steadfastly in the confession that you have made,

humbly relying upon the grace of God by the diligent use of the means of grace—

especially the Word of God, the sacraments, and prayer.

Rest assured that if you confess Christ before men, he will confess you

before his Father who is in heaven.

Then he may address the congregation:

I charge you, beloved congregation, to be prayerfully diligent in fulfilling

the solemn promise that you have made before God to pray for, to help, and to

encourage our (brother/sister) in (his/her) faith and Christian life.

To the new communicant member he may say:
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May the God of all grace, who called you unto his eternal glory in Christ,

after you have suffered a little while, perfect, establish, and strengthen you.  To

him be the glory and dominion for ever and ever, Amen.

This part of the service shall be concluded with prayer.

F. Reception of New Members by Public Profession of Faith

1. When an unbaptized person is received into membership by profession of faith, that
reception is effective at the time of his public profession of faith and baptism.  He shall be
received in accord with Chapter III.B.2 of this Directory.  When a previously baptized
person who is not a member of the congregation and has not previously made a confession
of his faith is received into membership by profession of faith, that reception is effective at
the time of his public profession of faith.  On the occasion of that person’s public reception,
the minister shall address him in these or like words:

Beloved in the Lord Jesus Christ, we thank our God for the grace that was

given you in that our Savior has sought and found you and through faith you

have become a partaker of the covenant of grace.  We rejoice that in his grace,

he has brought you to this congregation and given you the desire to profess your

faith before us and to unite with us.  We ask that you testify before us to the faith

that you profess by answering the following questions

2. The minister shall then require the person to vow publicly his Christian faith by giving
assent to the following questions.

(1) Do you believe in one God, who exists eternally in three persons, the Father,

the Son, and the Holy Spirit?

(2) Do you believe the Bible, consisting of the Old and New Testaments, to be

the Word of God, and its doctrine of salvation to be the perfect and only true

doctrine of salvation?

(3) Do you confess that because of your sinfulness you abhor and humble

yourself before God, that you repent of your sin, and that you trust for salvation

not in yourself but in Jesus Christ alone?

(4) Do you acknowledge Jesus Christ as your sovereign Lord and do you

promise that, in reliance on the grace of God, you will serve him with all that is

in you, forsake the world, resist the devil, put to death your sinful deeds and

desires, and lead a godly life?

(5) Do you promise to submit in the Lord to the government of this church, to

participate faithfully in its worship and ministry, and, in case you should be

found delinquent in doctrine or life, to heed its discipline?

If the session deems it appropriate it may also ask him to bear brief testimony to his faith in
his own words.

3. It is appropriate that the minister exhort the congregation in these or similar words:
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As [name] is received into full communion in the church, the whole

congregation is obligated to love and receive him as a member of the body of

Christ.  For we are members of one another in the body of Christ.  Christ claims

this brother/sister as his own and calls you to receive (him/her) in love and

commitment.

It is then suitable that the minister present the following vow to the congregation and request
them to indicate assent orally or with upraised hand:

Do you promise before God to assist (name of person) in (his/her) Christian

nurture by godly example, prayer, and encouragement in our most precious faith

and in the fellowship of believers?

4. When anyone has publicly professed his faith in this way, it is fitting that the minister
address him in the following or similar words:

Beloved, in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ I welcome you to all the

privileges of full communion with God’s people, and in particular to participation

in the sacrament of the holy supper.

I charge you to continue steadfastly in the confession that you have made,

humbly relying upon the grace of God by the diligent use of the means of grace—

especially the Word of God, the sacraments, and prayer.

Rest assured that if you confess Christ before men, he will confess you

before his Father who is in heaven.

Then he may address the congregation:

I charge you, beloved congregation, to be prayerfully diligent in fulfilling

the solemn promise that you have made before God to pray for, to help, and to

encourage our (brother/sister) in (his/her) faith and Christian life.

To the new communicant member he may say:

May the God of all grace, who called you unto his eternal glory in Christ,

after you have suffered a little while, perfect, establish, and strengthen you.  To

him be the glory and dominion for ever and ever, Amen.

This part of the service shall be concluded with prayer.

CHAPTER V

SPECIAL OCCASIONS OF PUBLIC WORSHIP

Under the gospel, we are commanded to keep no other particular day holy, except the
Lord’s Day.  Nevertheless, God’s people may observe special occasions as the dispensations
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of God’s providence administer cause and opportunity.  Such observance is both consonant
with Scripture and pastorally appropriate.

A. Prayer and Fasting

1. When great and notable judgments come upon or threaten the church, community, or
nation, when judgment is deserved because of sin, or when the people seek some special
blessing from the Lord, it is fitting that the people of God engage in times of solemn prayer
and fasting.

2. Prayer and fasting may be observed by private individuals and families at their
discretion or by the Church at the discretion of the appropriate judicatory.  If the civil
authority calls for a time of prayer and fasting that is in harmony with the Scriptures, the
people of God should pay due respect to that call.

3. Public notice should be given before the time of prayer and fasting comes, to enable
persons to order their temporal affairs so that they can participate.

4. It is especially appropriate on days of prayer and fasting called by the Church that the
people of God gather for a time of prayer, the singing of psalms and hymns, and the reading
and preaching of the Word of God.  Let them lament their distress or unworthiness before
the Lord, confess their sins, humbly implore the Lord for deliverance from the judgment
present or imminent or for the blessing sought, and commit themselves anew to the faithful
service of the Lord their God.  It is fitting on such days that God’s people abstain from food
and from such activities as may distract from their solemn engagement in prayer.

B. Thanksgiving

1. When God’s blessings on the church, community, or nation are particularly evident, it
is fitting that the people of God engage in special times of thanksgiving.

2. Special times of thanksgiving may be observed by private individuals and families at
their discretion or by the Church as called by the appropriate judicatory.  If the civil authority
calls for a time of thanksgiving that is in harmony with the Scriptures, the people of God
should pay due respect to that call.

3. Public notice should be given before the day of thanksgiving comes, to enable persons
to order their temporal affairs so that they can participate.

4. It is especially appropriate on special days of thanksgiving called by the Church that
the people of God gather for prayer, testimony to God’s blessings, joyful singing of psalms
and hymns, and the reading and preaching of the Word of God.  Let them give thanks to
God for his goodness to his people and especially for the greatness of his mercies to them
in Christ.  And let them commit themselves anew to the faithful service of the Lord their
God in gratitude for his blessings.  It is fitting on such days that God’s people spend the day
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in expressions of Christian love and charity toward one another, rejoicing more and more in
the Lord, as becomes those who make the joy of the Lord their strength.  Also, they may
feast together before the Lord with joy and thanksgiving.

SUGGESTED FORMS FOR PARTICULAR SERVICES

I

THE SOLEMNIZATION OF MARRIAGE

A. Guiding principles

1. Marriage is an institution ordained by God for the honor and happiness of mankind,
in which one man and one woman enter into a bodily and spiritual union so long as both
shall live.  It is not to be within the degrees of consanguinity or affinity prohibited by the
Word of God.

2. Christians are to marry only in the Lord.  Therefore, although it is not required, it is
fitting that their marriage be solemnized by a minister of the Word in order that special
instruction may be given to them and suitable prayers made, when they enter into this union.
It is also well that, prior to the marriage, the minister give Christian counsel to those entering
this estate.  Ministers are admonished to emphasize the need of spiritual and confessional
compatibility in marriage.  When husband and wife differ on the essentials of the faith their
lack of harmony endangers the covenant nurture of their children and the unity of a truly
Christian home.

3. Marriage is of a public nature.  The welfare of civil society, the happiness of families,
and the honor of the church are deeply intertwined with it.  Therefore, the intent to marry
should be sufficiently published previous to its solemnization.  It is well that announcement
of a planned wedding be made in the church of each of the two parties in each of the three
weeks prior to the wedding.  All ministers should take care in this matter to transgress
neither the laws of God nor the laws of the state.  In order that the peace and comfort of
families will not be endangered and that no just objection may exist against their marriage,
the parties applying should be properly certified to the minister.  Moreover, the solemnization
of marriage must always be performed before at least two or three witnesses.

4. Marriage is not a sacrament; nor is it peculiar to the church of Christ.  It is proper that
every commonwealth, for the good of society, make laws to regulate marriage, which all
citizens are bound to obey.  For this reason, marriage ought not to be solemnized during the
Lord’s Day assembly for public worship, and it is best that it not be solemnized on the
Lord’s Day.
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B. Suggested Form for a Wedding Service

The following service is designed for those who are professing members, in good
standing, of a faithful Christian church.

At the time and place appointed for the solemnization of marriage, the persons to be
married shall take their place before the minister in the following or similar manner, the
bridegroom having the bride to his left.  The company may be requested to stand or be
seated during the ceremony as may seem best in the circumstances.

1. Declaration of Purpose

The minister shall state the purpose of the service.  He may use the following or
similar words:

Dearly beloved, we are gathered here in the presence of God and these

witnesses to join this man and this woman in holy matrimony.

God himself instituted marriage at the beginning in the Garden of Eden,

before sin entered the world.  He said, “It is not good that the man should be

alone; I will make him a help meet for him.”  Thereupon God created woman of

man’s own substance and brought her to the man.  Our Lord Jesus Christ honored

marriage by his presence and first miracle at the wedding in Cana of Galilee.

And he confirmed it as a divine ordinance and as a union not to be severed

when he declared, “Have ye not read, that he which made them at the beginning

made them male and female, and said, ‘For this cause shall a man leave his

father and his mother, and cleave to his wife: and they twain shall be one flesh.’

Wherefore they are no more twain, but one flesh.  What therefore God hath

joined together, let not man put asunder.”  Moreover, the Holy Spirit sets forth

the sacred and exalted nature of marriage when he likens it to the mystical

union that exists between Christ and his redeemed bride, the church, saying,

“This is a great mystery but I speak concerning Christ and his church.”

Accordingly, God has designed marriage for the enrichment of the lives of

those who enter into this estate, for the orderly propagation of the human race,

for the generation of a holy seed, and for the avoidance of sexual immorality, all

to the glory of the covenant God.

Husbands and wives thus have responsibilities befitting God’s purposes

for their relationship.  The Holy Scripture says, “Husbands, love your wives,

even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for [her]…”  The husband

is to love his wife as his own body, to care for her, and to cherish her.  The Holy

Scripture says also, “…as the church is subject to Christ, so let the wives be

subject to their husbands in everything.”  The wife is to submit to her husband,

to respect him, and to entrust herself to his loving care.  Both husbands and

wives are to be faithful to each other, to assist each other in all good things, and

to heartily forgive each other their sins and shortcomings, to love each other as

themselves.  Thus united in love, they will more and more reflect in their marriage

the unity of Christ and his church.
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Into this holy estate these two persons, M— and N—, come now to be

joined.

2. Public Determination of Lawfulness

The minister may say:

If anyone can show just cause why they may not lawfully be married, let

him now declare it, or else hereafter forever hold his peace.

If there is no objection, the minister may proceed, saying:

I require and charge you both that, if either of you knows any cause why

you may not be lawfully joined together in matrimony, you do now confess it.

3. Public Declaration of Consent

Then, if no obstacle appears, the minister shall say to the man:

(Man’s first name), will you have this woman to be your lawfully wedded

wife to live together after God’s ordinance in the holy estate of marriage, and

will you love her as Christ loved the church and gave himself for her, will you

comfort her, honor and cherish her, and forsaking all others keep yourself only

unto her as long as you both shall live?

The man shall answer:

I will.

Then the minister shall say to the woman:

(Woman’s first name), will you have this man to be your lawfully wedded

husband to live together after God’s ordinance in the holy estate of marriage,

and will you love him, comfort him, respect and submit to him, and forsaking

all others keep yourself only unto him as long as you both shall live?

The woman shall answer:

I will.

4. Public Transfer of Authority

Then the minister may say:

Who gives this woman to be married to this man?
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The father of the woman, or someone in his stead, may say,

I do.

Her father (or someone in his stead) shall place her right hand in the hand of the bridegroom,
and be seated.

5. Invocation

The minister may pray, in these or like words:

Most holy and most merciful Father, at once the God of nature and of

grace, Creator, Preserver, and Redeemer of mankind, fountain of life, of love,

and of joy and peace, whose presence is the happiness of every condition; we

beseech you to be present and favorable to these, your servants, and to fill them

with a sense of the solemnity of the vows they are about to make.  Enable them,

we pray, to remember and to keep these vows, looking to you for your assistance,

and help them to enter into these sacred obligations in humble dependence upon

your enabling grace.  Grant this, O Father, with the forgiveness of our sins,

through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.

6. Homily

At this time it is fitting for the minister to give a brief message from the Word of God
appropriate to the occasion.

7. Exchange of Vows

Then the bridegroom shall say (after the minister, if desired):

I, M—, take you N—, to be my wedded wife, and I do promise and covenant

before God and these witnesses to be your loving and faithful husband in sickness

and in health, in plenty and in want, in joy and in sorrow, as long as we both

shall live.

The bride shall say (after the minister, if desired):

I, N—, take you, M—, to be my wedded husband, and I do promise and

covenant before God and these witnesses to be your loving and faithful wife in

sickness and in health, in plenty and in want, in joy and in sorrow, as long as we

both shall live.

8. Exchange of Rings (if desired)

The minister may ask the bridegroom:
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What symbol do you give as a pledge that you will faithfully perform these

vows?

The bridegroom shall put a ring on the bride’s left hand and say (after the minister, if
desired):

This ring I give you as a token and pledge of constant faith and abiding

love.

If this is a double-ring ceremony the minister may then ask the bride:

What symbol do you give as a pledge that you will faithfully perform these

vows?

The bride shall put a ring on the bridegroom’s left hand and say (after the minister, if
desired):

This ring I give you as a token and pledge of constant faith and abiding

love.

9. Prayer

The minister may pray in these or like words:

Most merciful and gracious God, from whom the whole family in heaven

and earth is named, we beseech you, set the seal of your approval upon the

marriage into which our brother and sister have entered this day.  Grant them

your Fatherly blessing.  Work in them the grace of your Holy Spirit.  Enable

them to fulfill with pure and constant affection the vow and covenant made

between them.  Guide them in the way of righteousness and peace, that, loving

and serving you with one mind and heart all the days of their life, they may be

abundantly enriched with the tokens of your everlasting favor in Christ Jesus

our Lord.  In all life’s experiences lift up your countenance upon them, that they

may be thankful in prosperity and patient in adversity.  May their marriage be

fruitful for this life and for the life to come.  Grant them wisdom and strength to

build a home that will be to the glory of your name and the coming of your

kingdom.  May they live together many years, and in the hour of death may they

part in the blessed hope of celebrating forever with all the saints of God the

marriage of Christ and the Church he loved.  Hear our prayer in the name of our

Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen.

10. Declaration

The minister shall say:

By virtue of the authority committed unto me as a minister of the church

of Jesus Christ, I now pronounce you husband and wife, according to the
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ordinance of God and the law of the State; in the name of the Father and of the

Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Then joining their hands he shall pronounce:

“What God hath joined together, let no man put asunder.”

11. Kiss

The minister may say:

You may now seal your commitment with a kiss.

The husband and wife may exchange a discreet kiss.

12. Blessing

The minister may say:

The Lord our God fill you with his grace, and grant that you may long live

together in all godliness and holiness.  Amen.

13. Presentation

The minister may then conclude the service, saying:

It now gives me great pleasure to present to you, for the first time, Mr. and

Mrs. (name).

II

THE BURIAL OF THE DEAD

A. Guiding principles

1. For the sake of convenience and pastoral care, a funeral service may be held at a time
other than that of burial.

2. Circumstances attending specific cases differ so entirely that ministers must use their
own discretion as to what mode of conducting this service will most promote the honor of
God and the edification of the people.  It should be observed that the Scriptures and the
prayers in the following service have been arranged with the burial of believers or their
children primarily in mind.  When other persons are to be buried, the service should be
modified accordingly.  The following principles, however, should be followed as general
rules:
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(a) Care should be taken that it be evident that the ultimate goal of the service is to
exalt God, not to exalt man.  Personal reference may have some place, but the entire service
should emphasize the reading of Scripture and acts of direct worship.

(b) The minister should never declare the deceased to have died finally impenitent.
God alone is the Judge.  The inference in many cases, suggested by the facts, will be plain
and terrible enough.

(c) The minister should always be careful not to imply, by use of Scriptures or
otherwise, the salvation of persons whose lives and deaths have possessed no grounds for
such a hope.

(d) The minister ought always to point the living to the grace of God in Christ Jesus
as their sole ground of confidence.

3. From the reference to the minister in this service it is not to be inferred that only a
minister may officiate.  However, it would be well if a minister of the Word, normally the
deceased person’s pastor, were to do so.

B. Suggested Form for the Burial of the Dead

1. The Funeral Service

a. Opening Scripture Sentences

When the people have assembled, the minister may begin the service with several of
these or other appropriate sentences from the Holy Scriptures:

“Our help is in the name of the LORD, who made heaven and earth.”  Ps. 124:8

“Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear him.  For

he knoweth our frame; he remembereth that we are dust.”  Ps. 103:13, 14

“Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints.”  Ps. 116:15

“For none of us liveth to himself, and no man dieth to himself.  For whether we

live, we live unto the Lord; and whether we die, we die unto the Lord: whether

we live therefore, or die, we are the Lord’s.  For to this end Christ both died, and

rose, and revived, that he might be Lord both of the dead and living.”  Rom.

14:7–9

“To live is Christ, and to die is gain … to depart, and to be with Christ … is far

better.”  Phil. 1:21, 23

“For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing

out.”  1 Tim. 6:7
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“The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name of the

Lord.”  Job 1:21

“But as for me I know that my Redeemer liveth, and at last he will stand up

upon the earth: and after my skin, even this body, is destroyed, then without my

flesh shall I see God; whom I, even I, shall see, on my side, and mine eyes shall

behold, and not as a stranger.”  Job 19:25-27

“I am the resurrection and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead,

yet shall he live: and whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die.”  Jn.

11:25, 26

“Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies,

and the God of all comfort; who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we

may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith

we ourselves are comforted of God.”  2 Cor. 1:3, 4

b. Prayer

Then the minister may lead the people in the following, or a similar, prayer, and ending, if
desired, with the Lord’s Prayer.

Almighty and gracious God, our Father in heaven, you are our refuge and

strength, a very present help in trouble.  Lead us, we pray, to put our trust entirely

in you.  We come to you in the name of your only begotten and well-beloved

Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, our Savior, who died for our sins and rose from the

dead.  Grant us, we beseech you, through his precious blood, peace and pardon,

and joy in the Holy Spirit.  And seeing that we have in him an high priest who

can be touched with the feeling of our infirmities, may we come boldly unto the

throne of grace that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help us in this time

of our need.

We thank you for the precious promises of your Word.  We praise you for

the light of the gospel.  We acknowledge your sovereign will and your infinite

compassion.  Be pleased, therefore, to look upon our sorrow, and for the sake of

your dear Son to grant us the consolation of your Holy Spirit.  And we pray that

you will enable us to hear your holy Word, so that through patience and comfort

of the Scriptures we may have hope.  Grant to us, too, that we may hold fast our

confidence in your forgiving mercy and the blessed assurance of eternal life.

We ask these blessings of you, our Father, through him who bore our sins in his

own body on the tree, who rose from the dead, and who is exalted at your right

hand, even Jesus Christ our Redeemer.  Amen.

c. Psalm or Hymn

A psalm or hymn may then be read by the minister or sung by the people.

d. Scripture Reading from the Psalms
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Then the minister may read one or more of the following or other appropriate Psalms:

“The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.  He maketh me to lie down in green

pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters.  He restoreth my soul: he leadeth

me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.  Yea, though I walk through

the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy

rod and thy staff they comfort me.  Thou preparest a table before me in the

presence of mine enemies; thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth

over.  Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I

will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.”  Ps. 23

“The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?  The LORD is the

strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?  When the wicked, even mine

enemies and my foes, came upon me to eat up my flesh, they stumbled and fell.

Though an host should encamp against me, my heart shall not fear: though war

should rise against me, in this will I be confident.  One thing have I desired of

the LORD, that will I seek after; that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all

the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to enquire in his

temple.  For in the time of trouble he shall hide me in his pavilion: in the secret

of his tabernacle shall he hide me; he shall set me up upon a rock.”  Ps. 27:1–5

“Lord, thou hast been our dwelling place in all generations.  Before the mountains

were brought forth, or ever thou hadst formed the earth and the world, even

from everlasting to everlasting, thou art God.  Thou turnest man to destruction;

and sayest, Return, ye children of men.  For a thousand years in thy sight are but

as yesterday when it is past, and as a watch in the night.  Thou carriest them

away as with a flood; they are as a sleep: in the morning they are like grass

which groweth up.  In the morning it flourisheth and groweth up; in the evening

it is cut down, and withereth.  For we are consumed by thine anger, and by thy

wrath are we troubled.  Thou hast set our iniquities before thee, our secret sins

in the light of thy countenance.  For all our days are passed away in thy wrath:

we spend our years as a tale that is told.  The days of our years are threescore

years and ten; and if by reason of strength they be fourscore years, yet is their

strength labour and sorrow; for it is soon cut off, and we fly away.  Who knoweth

the power of thine anger?  even according to thy fear, so is thy wrath.  So teach

us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom.  Return, O

Lord, how long?  and let it repent thee concerning thy servants.  O satisfy us

early with thy mercy; that we may rejoice and be glad all our days.  Make us

glad according to the days wherein thou hast afflicted us, and the years wherein

we have seen evil.  Let thy work appear unto thy servants, and thy glory unto

their children.  And let the beauty of the Lord our God be upon us; and establish

thou the work of our hands upon us; yea, the work of our hands establish thou

it.”  Ps. 90

“Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear him.  For

he knoweth our frame; he remembereth that we are dust.  As for man, his days
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are as grass: as a flower of the field, so he flourisheth.  For the wind passeth

over it, and it is gone; and the place thereof shall know it no more.  But the

mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear him,

and his righteousness unto children’s children; to such as keep his covenant,

and to those that remember his commandments to do them.”  Ps. 103:13–18

Psalm 39:4–13 and Psalm 130 may also be found appropriate.

e. Scripture Reading Presenting the Gospel Message of Salvation

The minister may then wish to address those assembled in these or other appropriate words:

Hear now the promises of the gospel given to those who are found to be in

Christ Jesus.

Then let the minister read one or more of these, or similar, passages presenting the gospel
message of salvation by God’s grace in Christ:

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever

believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.  For God sent not

his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him

might be saved.”  Jn. 3:16–17

“I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and

out, and find pasture.  The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to

destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more

abundantly.  I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the

sheep.  My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: and I

give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man

pluck them out of my hand.  My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all;

and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father’s hand.  I and my Father are

one.”  Jn. 10:9–11, 27–30

“Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord

Jesus Christ: by whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we

stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.  And not only so, but we glory in

tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience; and patience,

experience; and experience, hope: and hope maketh not ashamed; because the

love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto

us.  For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the

ungodly.  For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for a

good man some would even dare to die.  But God commendeth his love toward

us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.  Much more then,

being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him.

For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his

Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life.  And not only
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so, but we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now

received the atonement.”  Rom. 5:1–11

Romans 8:1–11 may also be found appropriate.

f. Scripture Reading Addressing Particular Needs

Then, if it is deemed fitting, the minister may read one or more Scripture passages addressed
to particular needs.

Selections Relating to the Death of Covenant Children

“And I will establish my covenant between me and thee and thy seed after thee

in their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to

thy seed after thee.”  Gen. 17:7

“For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off,

even as many as the Lord our God shall call.”  Acts 2:39

“Thus saith the LORD; A voice was heard in Ramah, lamentation, and bitter

weeping; Rachel weeping for her children refused to be comforted for her

children, because they were not.”  Jer. 31:15

“And they brought young children to him, that he should touch them: and his

disciples rebuked those that brought them.  But when Jesus saw it, he was much

displeased, and said unto them, Suffer the little children to come unto me, and

forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of God.  Verily I say unto you,

whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little child, he shall not

enter therein.  And he took them up in his arms, put his hands upon them and

blessed them.”  Mk. 10:13–16

“Take heed that ye despise not one of these little ones; for I say unto you, That

in heaven their angels do always behold the face of my Father which is in heaven.”

Mt. 18:10

“Even so it is not the will of your Father which is in heaven, that one of these

little ones should perish.”  Mt. 18:14

“While he yet spake, there came from the ruler of the synagogue’s house certain

which said, Thy daughter is dead: why troublest thou the Master any further?

As soon as Jesus heard the word that was spoken, he saith unto the ruler of the

synagogue, Be not afraid, only believe.  And he suffered no man to follow him,

save Peter, and James, and John the brother of James.  And he cometh to the

house of the ruler of the synagogue, and seeth the tumult, and them that wept
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and wailed greatly.  And when he was come in, he saith unto them, Why make

ye this ado, and weep?  the damsel is not dead, but sleepeth.”  Mk. 5:35–39

“Jesus … said … Suffer the little children to come unto me, and forbid them

not: for of such is the kingdom of God.  Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall

not receive the kingdom of God as a little child, he shall not enter therein.  And

he took them up in his arms, put his hands upon them, and blessed them.”  Mk.

10:14–16

“And the LORD struck the child that Uriah’s wife bare unto David, and it was

very sick.  David therefore besought God for the child; and David fasted, and

went in, and lay all night upon the earth.  And the elders of his house arose, and

went to him, to raise him up from the earth: but he would not, neither did he eat

bread with them.  And it came to pass on the seventh day, that the child died.

And the servants of David feared to tell him that the child was dead: for they

said, Behold, while the child was yet alive, we spake unto him, and he would not

hearken unto our voice: how will he then vex himself, if we tell him that the

child is dead?  But when David saw that his servants whispered, David perceived

that the child was dead: therefore David said unto his servants, Is the child

dead?  And they said, He is dead.  Then David arose from the earth, and washed,

and anointed himself, and changed his apparel, and came into the house of the

LORD, and worshipped: then he came to his own house; and when he required,

they set bread before him, and he did eat.  Then said his servants unto him,

What thing is this that thou hast done?  thou didst fast and weep for the child,

while it was alive; but when the child was dead, thou didst rise and eat bread.

And he said, While the child was yet alive, I fasted and wept: for I said, Who can

tell whether GOD will be gracious to me, that the child may live?  But now he is

dead, wherefore should I fast?  can I bring him back again?  I shall go to him,

but he shall not return to me.”  2 Sam. 12:15–23

“The LORD gave, and the LORD hath taken away; blessed be the name of the

LORD.”  Job.  1:21

Selections Relating to the Sudden Death of Youth or Middle Aged Persons

“All flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass.  The grass

withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away: but the word of the Lord endureth

for ever.  And this is the word which by the gospel is preached unto you.”  1 Pet.

1:24

“Boast not thyself of tomorrow; for thou knowest not what a day may bring

forth.”  Prov. 27:1

“For what is your life?  It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and

then vanisheth away.”  James 4:14
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“[Man] knoweth not that which shall be: for who can tell him when it shall be?

There is no man that hath power over the spirit to retain the spirit; neither hath

he power in the day of death: and there is no discharge in that war; neither shall

wickedness deliver those that are given to it.”  Eccl. 8:7–8

“One dieth in his full strength, being wholly at ease and quiet. …  And another

dieth in the bitterness of his soul, and never eateth with pleasure.  They shall lie

down alike in the dust, and the worms shall cover them.”  Job 21:23–26

“Take ye heed, watch and pray: for ye know not when the time is. …  for ye

know not when the master of the house cometh, at even, or at midnight, or at the

cockcrowing, or in the morning: lest coming suddenly he find you sleeping.

And what I say unto you I say unto all, Watch.”  Mk. 13:33–37

“Let your loins be girded about, and your lights burning; and ye yourselves like

unto men that wait for their lord, when he will return from the wedding; that

when he cometh and knocketh, they may open unto him immediately.”  Lk.

12:35–36

Selections Applying to the Death of the Aged

“We spend our years as a tale that is told.  The days of our years are threescore

years and ten; and if by reason of strength they be fourscore years, yet is their

strength labour and sorrow; for it is soon cut off, and we fly away.”  Ps. 90:9–10

“And Jacob said unto Pharaoh, The days of the years of my pilgrimage are an

hundred and thirty years: few and evil have the days of the years of my life

been…”  Gen. 47:9

“The hoary head is a crown of glory if it be found in the way of righteousness.”

Prov. 16:31

“The righteous shall flourish like the palm tree: he shall grow like a cedar in

Lebanon.  Those that be planted in the house of the LORD shall flourish in the

courts of our God.  They shall still bring forth fruit in old age; they shall be fat

and flourishing; to shew that the LORD is upright: he is my rock, and there is no

unrighteousness in him.”  Ps. 92:12–15

Selections Concerning a Notably Useful and Fruitful Christian Life

“But the path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth more and more unto

the perfect day.”  Prov. 4:18
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“Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to another: and the Lord

hearkened, and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before him for

them that feared the Lord, and that thought upon his name.  And they shall be

mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that day when I make up my jewels and I will

spare them, as a man spareth his own son that serveth him.  Then shall ye return,

and discern between the righteous and the wicked, between him that serveth

God and him that serveth him not.”  Mal. 3:16–18

“Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; for he is faithful

that promised; and let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good

works: not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of

some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more as ye see the day

approaching.”  Heb. 10:23–25

“Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my

Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world:

for I was an hungered, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink:

I was a stranger, and ye took me in: naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye

visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me.  Then shall the righteous

answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungered, and fed thee?  or

thirsty, and gave thee drink?  When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in?  or

naked, and clothed thee?  Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto

thee?  And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you,

Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have

done it unto me.”  Mt. 25:34–40

“And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they

that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever.”  Dan. 12:3

“Brethren, if any of you do err from the truth, and one convert him; let him

know, that he which converteth the sinner from the error of his way shall save a

soul from death, and shall hide a multitude of sins.”  James 5:19, 20

g. Psalm or Hymn

Then another psalm or hymn may be read or sung.

h. Scripture Reading Concerning the Resurrection and the Life Everlasting

Then let the minister read one or more of these or other appropriate Scripture passages
giving the gospel promise of the resurrection and the life everlasting:

“But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that

slept.  For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the

dead.  For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.  But

every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ’s

at his coming.  Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom
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to God, even the Father; when he shall have put down all rule and all authority

and power.  For he must reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet.  The

last enemy that shall be destroyed is death.  For he hath put all things under his

feet.  But when he saith all things are put under him, it is manifest that he is

excepted, which did put all things under him.  And when all things shall be

subdued unto him, then shall the Son also himself be subject unto him that put

all things under him, that God may be all in all.  But some man will say, How

are the dead raised up?  and with what body do they come?  Thou fool, that

which thou sowest is not quickened, except it die.  And that which thou sowest,

thou sowest not that body that shall be, but bare grain, it may chance of wheat,

or of some other grain: but God giveth it a body as it hath pleased him, and to

every seed his own body.  All flesh is not the same flesh: but there is one kind of

flesh of men, another flesh of beasts, another of fishes, and another of birds.

There are also celestial bodies, and bodies terrestrial: but the glory of the celestial

is one, and the glory of the terrestrial is another.  There is one glory of the sun,

and another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars: for one star differeth

from another star in glory.  So also is the resurrection of the dead.  It is sown in

corruption; it is raised in incorruption: it is sown in weakness; it is raised in

power: it is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body.  There is a natural

body, and there is a spiritual body.  And so it is written, The first man Adam was

made a living soul; the last Adam was made a quickening spirit.  Howbeit that

was not first which is spiritual, but that which is natural; and afterward that

which is spiritual.  The first man is of the earth, earthy: the second man is the

Lord from heaven.  As is the earthy, such are they also that are earthy: and as is

the heavenly, such are they also that are heavenly.  And as we have borne the

image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly.  Now this I

say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither

doth corruption inherit incorruption.  Behold, I show you a mystery; We shall

not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an

eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised

incorruptible, and we shall be changed.  For this corruptible must put on

incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.  So when this corruptible

shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality,

then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in

victory.  O death, where is thy sting?  O grave, where is thy victory?  The sting

of death is sin and the strength of sin is the law.  But thanks be to God, which

giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  Therefore, my beloved

brethren, be ye steadfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the

Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord” 1 Cor.

l5:20-28, 35-58

“Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me.  In my

Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you.  I go

to prepare a place for you.  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come

again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.  If ye

love me, keep my commandments.  And I will pray the Father, and he shall give
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you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; even the Spirit of

truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth

him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.  I will not

leave you comfortless: I will come to you.  Yet a little while, and the world seeth

me no more; but ye see me: because I live, ye shall live also.  At that day ye shall

know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you.  These things have I

spoken unto you, being yet present with you.  But the Comforter, which is the

Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all

things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto

you.  Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth,

give I unto you.  Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid” Jn.

14:1–3, 15–20, 25–27

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to

his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection

of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled,

and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, who are kept by the power

of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.  Wherein

ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness

through manifold temptations: that the trial of your faith, being much more

precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found

unto praise and honor and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ: whom having

not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice

with joy unspeakable and full of glory: receiving the end of your faith, even the

salvation of your souls” 1 Pet. 1:3–9

“And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth

were passed away; and there was no more sea.  And I John saw the holy city,

new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride

adorned for her husband.  And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold,

the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall

be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God.  And God

shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death,

neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former

things are passed away.  And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty

and the Lamb are the temple of it.  And the city had no need of the sun, neither

of the moon, to shine in it: for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is

the light thereof.  And the nations of them which are saved shall walk in the

light of it: and the kings of the earth do bring their glory and honor into it.  And

the gates of it shall not be shut at all by day: for there shall be no night there.

And they shall bring the glory and honor of the nations into it.  And there shall

in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh

abomination or maketh a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb’s book of

life.”  Rev. 21:1–4, 22–27

“And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out

of the throne of God and of the Lamb.  In the midst of the street of it, and on
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either side of the river, was there the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of

fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves of the tree were for the

healing of the nations.  And there shall be no more curse: but the throne of God

and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him: and they shall

see his face; and his name shall be in their foreheads.  And there shall be no

night there; and they need no candle, neither light of the sun; for the Lord God

giveth them light: and they shall reign for ever and ever.  And he said unto me,

These sayings are faithful and true: and the Lord God of the holy prophets sent

his angel to show unto his servants the things which must shortly be done.

Behold, I come quickly: blessed is he that keepeth the sayings of the prophecy

of this book.”  Rev. 22:1-7

2 Corinthians 4:16-18; 1 Thessalonians 3:13; 4:13–18; 5:1–11 and Revelation 7:13–17 may
also be found appropriate.

i. Sermon

If it is desired, an address may be given here.  It is appropriate that it be brief and it should
direct the hearers to the grace of God in Christ.

j. Psalm or Hymn

Then another psalm or hymn may be read or sung.

k. Prayer

Then the minister may lead the people in this, or other, prayer:

Almighty and most merciful God, we come again to you in prayer, acknowledging

your sovereign power, and right as our Creator, both to give and to take away as

seems good unto you.  We remember all your mercies, and your saving grace

revealed to us in Christ, your Son, our Redeemer.  We thank you for your favor

shown to our beloved friend in bringing him/her to a knowledge of your

redeeming love, granting him/her faith in Christ, the Savior.

We humbly pray for your bereaved servants that you will give to them meek and

trustful submission to your will.  May they have divine comfort through joy in

the presence of our risen Christ and the enlightenment of your Holy Spirit.  We

pray that you will fill their sorrowing hearts with your love, that they may wholly

rest in you to bring eternal joy out of grief, and life from death, through the

power of your resurrected Son who now sits at the right hand of the Father,

interceding for us.

We pray that you will grant grace to us who remain to imitate the righteous dead

in faith and in loving service.  Give us, we pray, perseverance to continue faithful

to the end, following Christ our Lord, so that we may finally be received unto

heaven through his sacrifice for us and in our place, and, with all your elect,

adore you, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God, world without end.  Amen.
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2. The Interment

a. Scripture Sentences

At the place of burial, if it seems desirable, let the minister say:

“I am the resurrection and the life,” saith the Lord; “he that believeth in me,

though he were dead, yet shall he live: and whosoever liveth and believeth in

me, shall never die.”  Jn. 11:25-26

“For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we

have a building of God, an house not made with hands eternal in the heavens.”

2 Cor. 5:1

b. Committal

Then, if it seems desirable, earth or flowers may be scattered upon the casket, while the
minister may say:

Forasmuch as it hath pleased almighty God, in his wise providence, to take

out of this world the soul of our brother, we therefore commit his body to the

ground: earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust.  And we look for the

resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come, through our Lord

Jesus Christ, at whose coming in glorious majesty the earth and the sea shall

give up their dead; and the mortal bodies of those who sleep in him shall be

changed, and made like unto his own glorious body, according to the mighty

working whereby he is able to subdue all things unto himself.

c. Affirmation

Then the minister may say:

“I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead which

die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from

their labors; and their works do follow them.”  Rev. 14:13

Or, if the spiritual condition of the deceased is uncertain, he may use the following or other
Scripture passages:

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever

believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”  Jn 3:16
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“Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him

that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is

passed from death unto life.”  Jn. 5:24

d. Prayer

Then the minister shall offer the following, or a similar prayer:

O almighty and merciful God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who is

the resurrection and the life, grant that we may realize the shortness and

uncertainty of human life, that we may live before you in godly fear all our

days, looking for that blessed hope, the glorious appearing of the great God and

our Savior Jesus Christ.

We humbly beseech you to comfort the sorrowing, and to support them in

their grief.  Raise us up each one, we pray you, from the death of sin unto the

life of righteousness, so that we too, when we depart this life, may rest in Christ,

and at the resurrection be found acceptable in your sight, through the mediation

and merits of him who died on the cross and rose again.  Amen.

As soon as the service comes to an end, the minister should move to speak a personal word
of comfort to the bereaved, after which the others who have gathered will be free to do so.

III

THANKSGIVING FOR A CHURCH BUILDING

A. Guiding Principles

1. Under the gospel, the worship of God is no longer localized in a holy site on this
earth.  The living God is rather worshiped in spirit and in truth in the heavenly sanctuary
where Christ the Mediator is.  It is therefore not consonant with the gospel to regard any
earthly place as holy.  It may nevertheless be expedient to set aside a place for worship
assemblies and the service of God’s people.  When God provides such a place, it is fitting
for a congregation corporately to thank him, to ask his special blessing on its use, and to
commit itself to using the place for his glory, especially for the advancement of the gospel.

2. Such thanksgiving may be incorporated into an ordinary service of worship on the
Lord’s Day.  It is also fitting that it be given in a separate service called by the session.

B. A Service of Thanksgiving for a Church Building
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The session may design an appropriate service of thanksgiving for a church building
which may include elements of praise, prayer, and thanksgiving.  The following may be
incorporated into the service along with other elements of worship as deemed appropriate.

It is fitting that psalms or hymns be sung throughout the service, that a sermon suited
to the occasion be preached, and that an offering be received.

As part of the praise, prayer, and thanksgiving, the minister may say:

Beloved in the Lord, seeing that it has pleased almighty God to prosper us

in our undertaking to build (or secure) a building for his worship and service,

let us therefore seek his blessing in our use of it, to the end that pure apostolic

doctrine and order may be maintained herein, and that the Holy Spirit may make

his own ordinances effectual in the lives of those who enter here.

Then the minister and the people may pray antiphonally:

O God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ:

For this place, we give you our thanks.

O eternal Son of God, Redeemer of your people and Head

of your church:

For this place, we give you our thanks.

O Spirit of God, Lord and Giver of life, our Teacher,

Sanctifier, and Comforter:

For this place, we give you our thanks.

And now, O God, will you bless our use of this place?

For the worship of God in praise and prayer;

For the preaching of the gospel of your grace in Christ;

For the celebrating of your holy sacraments:

We beseech your blessing.

For the dissemination of sacred knowledge;

For the promotion of righteousness and holiness;

For the extension of your kingdom:

We beseech your blessing.

For release to the captives;

For recovering of sight to the blind;

For rest to the heavy laden:

We beseech your blessing.

For comfort to those who mourn;

For strength to those who are tempted;

For assurance to those of little faith:
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We beseech your blessing.

For the sanctifying of the family;

For the nurturing of the young;

For the perfecting of believers:

We beseech your blessing.

In gratitude for your gracious keeping of your covenant

throughout past generations;

In reliance upon your promise that the gates of hell shall

not prevail against your church;

In the hope of the eternal glory of your church

triumphant:

We beseech your blessing.

At an appropriate point during the service, the minister may say (in these or similar words):

Let us pray:

Almighty and everlasting God, O living and true God, Maker of heaven

and earth, our God, and our Father, you dwell in the high and holy place, yet

also in him who is of a contrite and humble spirit.  We adore you for your

manifold perfections, for the infinite majesty and glorious beauty of your being,

and for the truthfulness and sanctity of your divine revelation.

We thank you for your infinite mercies to us.  In particular, we bless you

for the gift of your Son, even Jesus, to be our Savior and the Savior of all who

believe in him.  It is in his name that we now praise you and offer our petitions

before you.  We praise you for your church, of which he is the only Head and

King and of which we, by your grace alone, are members for all eternity.  We

humble ourselves before you this day, for we confess that we are not worthy to

receive from your hand the blessings of not only your common grace, but even

more especially, the unspeakable mercies of your saving grace in Christ Jesus.

We recognize that it is by the abundance of your great grace and mercy that you

have granted us faith in Jesus Christ and, through him, the forgiveness of all our

sins and the assurance of our final entrance into your presence, there to join all

the members of your church from all ages, that vast multitude which no one can

number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and tongues.  How great

is your compassion

And now you have put it into our hearts to prepare (secure) this facility

where your people may gather in your worship and service.  We earnestly beseech

you to watch over and protect all who serve in this place.  We plead with you

that here may be preached only the pure gospel of the free grace of God in

Christ Jesus.  May all that is proclaimed here be clearly and firmly grounded

upon the unchanging foundation of your Holy Word.  Grant that no part of your

sacred revelation may be neglected, but that your servants who minister here

shall give to the whole Scriptures that due reverence that will exhibit its breadth

and majesty.  We pray that by the favor and power of your Holy Spirit, you will
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in this place convert sinners unto you, and that you will gather, build up, and

strengthen your saints through the proclamation of your matchless Word.

And we beseech you by your Holy Spirit, you may ever be present effectually

to guide, illumine, and inform those who teach here.  May you prepare the

hearts of the hearers to receive with meekness the instruction that is presented,

and grant that their lives may show forth the triumph of your grace and adorn

the doctrine of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

In response to your mercies, O gracious God—Father, Son, and Holy

Spirit—we commit ourselves to you.  Grant that we might offer ourselves to

you in this congregation as one living sacrifice, consecrated to your service and

to the advancement of your gospel.  Grant that your grace will be mighty in us

and sufficient for us so that you may keep us in this resolve.  May you ever work

in us both to will and to do of your own good pleasure.  Please give us grace to

live together in holy love, peace, purity, and unity, that you may command the

blessing upon us, even life evermore.  Make us conscientious in all our duties,

and keep us always watchful against sin, as becomes those who know that your

eye is ever upon us.  Grant that we may walk in the fear of the Lord, and may the

joy of the Lord be our strength.

So bless the use of this facility, we pray, that it may ever serve the

propagation of the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ and the extension of the

kingdom of God.  Teach us to so look and long for the return of the Lord of

glory that we may be renewed day by day in our devotion to him, and that we

may be always prepared to greet him and to enter in with him to the marriage

supper of the Lamb, forever to dwell in that holy city where we will need no

lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be our light, and we will reign forever and

ever.

And now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God, be

honor and glory for ever and ever.  Amen.

The service may be concluded with the following or another Scripture benediction:

“The LORD bless thee and keep thee;

The LORD make his face shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee;

The LORD lift up his countenance upon thee, and give thee peace.”  Num.

6:24-2



364 Seventy-Second General Assembly
A

P
P

E
N

D
IX

 B

C
o

m
p

a
r
is

o
n

 o
f 

fo
r
m

s 
fo

r
 i

m
p

o
si

n
g

 a
n

d
 r

e
m

o
v

in
g

 c
e
n

su
r
e
s:

F
r
o

m
 t

h
e
 D

u
tc

h
 R

e
fo

r
m

e
d

 F
o

r
m

s(
fr

o
m

C
a

n
a

d
ia

n
 R

e
fo

r
m

e
d

 C
h

u
r
c
h

e
s 

d
o

c
u

m
e
n

ts
)

T
H

E
 D

IR
E

C
T

O
R

Y
 F

O
R

 T
H

E
 W

O
R

S
H

IP
 O

F

G
O

D
 i

n
 t

h
e
 P

r
e
sb

y
te

r
ia

n
 C

h
u

r
c
h

 i
n

 t
h

e
 U

n
it

e
d

S
ta

te
s 

o
f 

A
m

e
r
ic

a
 [

1
7

8
8

]

A
L

T
E

R
N

A
T

E
 P

R
O

P
O

S
A

L

[u
n

d
e
r 

“
S

u
g

g
e
st

e
d

 F
o

rm
s…

”
]

C
H

A
P

T
E

R
 X

.O
f 

th
e
 M

o
d

e
 O

f 
In

fl
ic

ti
n

g
 A

n
d

R
e
m

o
v

in
g

 C
e
n

su
r
e
s.

I.
 T

H
E

 p
o

w
er

 w
h

ic
h

 C
h

ri
st

h
as

 g
iv

en
 t
h

e 
ru

le
rs

 o
f 

h
is

 C
h

u
rc

h
 i
s 

fo
r 

ed
if

ic
at

io
n

,

a
n

d
 

n
o

t 
d

e
s
tr

u
c

ti
o

n
. 

 
W

h
e

n
, 

th
e

re
fo

re
, 

a

co
m

m
u
n
ic

an
t 
sh

al
l 
h
av

e 
b
ee

n
 f

o
u
n
d
 g

u
il

ty
 o

f 
a 

fa
u
lt

d
es

er
v
in

g
 c

en
su

re
, t

h
e 

ju
d
ic

at
o
ry

 s
h
al

l 
p
ro

ce
ed

 w
it

h

al
l 

te
n

d
er

n
es

s,
 a

n
d

 r
es

to
re

 t
h

e 
o

f f
en

d
in

g
 b

ro
th

er
 i

n

th
e
 s

p
ir

it
 o

f 
m

e
e
k

n
e
ss

, 
it

s 
m

e
m

b
e
rs

 c
o

n
si

d
e
ri

n
g

th
e
m

se
lv

e
s,

 l
e
st

 t
h

e
y

 a
ls

o
 b

e
 t

e
m

p
te

d
. 

 C
e
n

su
re

o
u

g
h

t 
to

 b
e 

in
fl

ic
te

d
 w

it
h

 g
re

at
 s

o
le

m
n

it
y

; 
th

at
 i

t

m
ay

 b
e 

th
e 

m
ea

n
s 

o
f 

im
p

re
ss

in
g

 t
h

e 
m

in
d

 o
f 

th
e

d
el

in
q

u
en

t 
w

it
h

 a
 p

ro
p

er
 s

en
se

 o
f 

h
is

 s
in

; 
an

d
 t

h
at

,

w
it

h
 t

h
e
 d

iv
in

e
 b

le
ss

in
g

, 
it

 m
a
y

 l
e
a
d

 h
im

 t
o

re
p

en
ta

n
ce

.

IV
. 

Im
p

o
si

n
g

 a
n

d
 R

e
m

o
v

in
g

 C
e
n

su
r
e
sA

. 
T

h
e

M
a

n
n

e
r
 o

f 
Im

p
o

si
n

g
 C

e
n

su
r
e
T

h
e 

p
o

w
er

 w
h

ic
h

th
e 

ex
al

te
d

 C
h

ri
st

 g
iv

es
 t

h
e 

ru
le

rs
 o

f 
h

is
 c

h
u

rc
h

 i
s

fo
r 

e
d

if
ic

a
ti

o
n

, 
n

o
t 

d
e

s
tr

u
c

ti
o

n
. 

 
W

h
e

n
 

a

co
m

m
u

n
ic

an
t 

m
em

b
er

 i
s 

fo
u

n
d

 g
u

il
ty

 o
f 

a 
fa

u
lt

d
e
se

rv
in

g
 c

e
n

su
re

, 
th

e
re

fo
re

, 
th

e
 s

e
ss

io
n

 s
h

a
ll

p
ro

ce
ed

 w
it

h
 a

ll
 t

en
d

er
n

es
s 

in
 o

rd
er

 t
o

 r
es

to
re

 t
h

e

o
ff

en
d

in
g

 b
ro

th
er

 i
n

 t
h

e 
sp

ir
it

 o
f 

m
ee

k
n

es
s,

 e
ac

h

co
n

si
d

er
in

g
 h

im
se

lf
, l

es
t 
h

e 
al

so
 b

e 
te

m
p

te
d

.  
T

h
ey

sh
o
u
ld

 i
m

p
o
se

 c
en

su
re

 w
it

h
 g

re
at

 s
o
le

m
n
it

y
 s

o
 t
h
at

al
l 
m

ig
h

t 
fe

ar
, t

h
at

 i
t 
m

ay
 b

e 
a 

m
ea

n
s 

o
f 

im
p

re
ss

in
g

th
e 

o
ff

en
d

er
’s

 h
ea

rt
 w

it
h

 a
 p

ro
p

er
 s

en
se

 o
f 

h
is

 s
in

,

an
d

 t
h

at
 b

y
 G

o
d

’s
 g

ra
ci

o
u

s 
b

le
ss

in
g

 i
t 

m
ay

 l
ea

d

h
im

 t
o

 r
e
p

e
n

ta
n

c
e
. 

 T
h

e
y

 s
h

o
u

ld
 d

o
 a

ll
 t

h
is

 i
n

a
c
c
o

rd
a
n

c
e
 w

it
h

 t
h

e
 p

ro
v

is
io

n
s 

o
f 

th
e
 B

o
o

k
 
o

f

D
is

c
ip

li
n

e
.

II
. 

W
h

e
n

 t
h

e
 j

u
d

ic
a
to

ry
 h

a
s 

re
so

lv
e
d

 t
o

 p
a
ss

se
n

te
n

ce
, 

su
sp

en
d

in
g

 a
 c

o
m

m
u

n
ic

an
t 

fr
o

m
 c

h
u

rc
h

p
ri

v
il

e
g

e
s,

 t
h

e
 M

o
d

e
ra

to
r 

sh
a
ll

 p
ro

n
o

u
n

c
e
 t

h
e

se
n

te
n

ce
 i

n
 t

h
e 

fo
ll

o
w

in
g

 f
o

rm
:

“W
h

er
ea

s 
y

o
u

 h
av

e 
b

ee
n

 f
o

u
n

d
 g

u
il

ty
 [

b
y

B
. 
S

u
sp

e
n

si
o

n
1

. W
h

en
 t
h

e 
ju

d
ic

at
o

ry
 h

as
 r

es
o

lv
ed

to
 p

as
s 

se
n

te
n

ce
, 

su
sp

en
d

in
g

 a
 c

o
m

m
u

n
ic

an
t 

fr
o

m

ch
u

rc
h

 p
ri

v
il

eg
es

, 
th

e 
m

o
d

er
at

o
r 

sh
al

l 
p

ro
n

o
u

n
ce

th
e 

se
n

te
n

ce
. 

 H
e 

m
ay

 u
se

 t
h

e 
fo

ll
o

w
in

g
 o

r 
si

m
il

ar

w
o

rd
s:

“W
h

er
ea

s 
y

o
u

 h
av

e 
b

ee
n

 f
o

u
n

d
 g

u
il

ty
 [

b
y



365Appendix
F

r
o

m
 t

h
e
 D

u
tc

h
 R

e
fo

r
m

e
d

 F
o

r
m

s(
fr

o
m

C
a

n
a

d
ia

n
 R

e
fo

r
m

e
d

 C
h

u
r
c
h

e
s 

d
o

c
u

m
e
n

ts
)

T
H

E
 D

IR
E

C
T

O
R

Y
 F

O
R

 T
H

E
 W

O
R

S
H

IP
 O

F

G
O

D
 i

n
 t

h
e
 P

r
e
sb

y
te

r
ia

n
 C

h
u

r
c
h

 i
n

 t
h

e
 U

n
it

e
d

S
ta

te
s 

o
f 

A
m

e
r
ic

a
 [

1
7

8
8

]

A
L

T
E

R
N

A
T

E
 P

R
O

P
O

S
A

L

[u
n

d
e
r 

“
S

u
g

g
e
st

e
d

 F
o

rm
s…

”
]

T
o

 t
h

is
 s

h
al

l 
b

e 
ad

d
ed

 s
u

ch
 a

d
v

ic
e,

 a
d

m
o

n
it

io
n

, 
o

r

re
b

u
k

e,
 a

s 
m

ay
 b

e 
ju

d
g

ed
 n

ec
es

sa
ry

; 
an

d
 t
h

e 
w

h
o

le

sh
al

l 
b

e 
co

n
cl

u
d

ed
 w

it
h

 p
ra

y
er

 t
o

 A
lm

ig
h

ty
 G

o
d

,

th
at

 h
e 

w
o

u
ld

 f
o

ll
o

w
 t
h

is
 a

ct
 o

f 
d

is
ci

p
li

n
e 

w
it

h
 h

is

b
le

ss
in

g
.

2
. 

T
o

 t
h

is
 t

h
e 

ju
d

ic
at

o
ry

 s
h

al
l 

ad
d

 s
u

ch
 a

d
v

ic
e,

ad
m

o
n

it
io

n
, 
o

r 
re

b
u

k
e,

 a
s 

it
 m

ay
 j
u

d
g

e 
n

ec
es

sa
ry

;

a
n

d
 i

t 
sh

a
ll

 c
o

n
c
lu

d
e
 t

h
e
 w

h
o

le
 w

it
h

 p
ra

y
e
r 

to

A
lm

ig
h

ty
 G

o
d

, 
th

at
 h

e 
w

o
u

ld
 a

cc
o

m
p

an
y

 t
h

is
 a

ct

o
f 

d
is

ci
p

li
n

e 
w

it
h

 h
is

 b
le

ss
in

g
.

In
 g

en
er

al
, 

su
ch

 c
en

su
re

 s
h

o
u

ld
 b

e 
in

fl
ic

te
d

 i
n

 t
h

e

p
re

se
n

c
e

 o
f 

th
e

 j
u

d
ic

a
to

ry
 o

n
ly

; 
b

u
t,

 i
f 

th
e

ju
d

ic
at

o
ry

 t
h

in
k

 i
t 
ex

p
ed

ie
n

t 
to

 r
eb

u
k

e 
th

e 
o

ff
en

d
er

p
u

b
li

c
ly

, 
th

is
 s

o
le

m
n

 s
u

sp
e
n

si
o

n
 m

a
y

 b
e
 i

n
 t

h
e

p
re

se
n

ce
 o

f 
th

e 
ch

u
rc

h
.

3
. 

In
 g

en
er

al
, 

su
ch

 c
en

su
re

 s
h

o
u

ld
 b

e 
im

p
o

se
d

 i
n

th
e
 p

re
se

n
c
e
 o

f 
th

e
 j

u
d

ic
a
to

ry
 o

n
ly

; 
b

u
t,

 i
f 

th
e

ju
d

ic
a
to

ry
 d

e
e
m

s 
it

 e
x

p
e
d

ie
n

t 
to

 r
e
b

u
k

e
 t

h
e

o
ff

en
d

er
 p

u
b

li
cl

y,
 t

h
is

 s
o

le
m

n
 s

u
sp

en
si

o
n

 m
ay

 b
e

im
p

o
se

d
 i

n
 t

h
e 

p
re

se
n

ce
 o

f 
th

e 
ch

u
rc

h

II
I.

 A
ft

er
 a

 p
er

so
n

 h
as

 b
ee

n
 t

h
u

s 
su

sp
en

d
ed

, 
th

e

M
in

is
te

r 
a
n

d
 E

ld
e
rs

 s
h

o
u

ld
 f

re
q

u
e
n

tl
y

 c
o

n
v

e
rs

e

w
it

h
 h

im
, 
as

 w
el

l 
as

 p
ra

y
 f

o
r 

h
im

 i
n

 p
ri

v
at

e,
 t

h
at

 i
t

w
o

u
ld

 p
le

as
e 

G
o

d
 t

o
 g

iv
e 

h
im

 r
ep

en
ta

n
ce

. 
 A

n
d

,

p
ar

ti
cu

la
rl

y
 o

n
 d

ay
s 

p
re

p
ar

at
o

ry
 t

o
 t

h
e 

d
is

p
en

si
n

g

o
f 

th
e 

L
o

rd
’s

 S
u

p
p

er
, 

th
e 

p
ra

y
er

s 
o

f 
th

e 
C

h
u

rc
h

sh
o

u
ld

 b
e
 o

ff
e
re

d
 u

p
 f

o
r 

th
o

se
 w

h
o

 h
a
v

e
 s

h
u

t

th
em

se
lv

es
 o

u
t 

fr
o

m
 t

h
is

 h
o

ly
 c

o
m

m
u

n
io

n
.

4
. 

A
ft

e
r 

a
 p

e
rs

o
n

 h
a
s 

b
e
e
n

 t
h

u
s 

su
sp

e
n

d
e
d

, 
th

e

m
in

is
te

r 
a
n

d
 e

ld
e
rs

 s
h

o
u

ld
 f

re
q

u
e
n

tl
y

 c
o

n
v

e
rs

e

w
it

h
 h

im
, 
as

 w
el

l 
as

 p
ra

y
 f

o
r 

h
im

 i
n

 p
ri

v
at

e,
 t

h
at

 i
t

w
o

u
ld

 p
le

as
e 

G
o

d
 t

o
 g

ra
n

t 
h

im
 r

ep
en

ta
n

ce
. 

 A
n

d
,

es
p
ec

ia
ll

y
 i
n
 c

o
n
n
ec

ti
o
n
 w

it
h
 c

el
eb

ra
ti

n
g
 t
h
e 

L
o
rd

’s

S
u

p
p

er
, t

h
ey

 s
h

o
u

ld
 o

ff
er

 u
p

 p
u

b
li

c 
p

ra
y

er
s 

fo
r 

an
y

w
h

o
 h

a
v

e
 s

h
u

t 
th

e
m

se
lv

e
s 

o
u

t 
fr

o
m

 t
h

is
 h

o
ly

co
m

m
u

n
io

n
.

y
o

u
r
 o

w
n

 c
o

n
fe

s
s
io

n
, 

o
r
 b

y
 s

u
ff

ic
ie

n
t 

p
r
o

o
f,

a
s
 t

h
e
 c

a
s
e
 m

a
y
 b

e
]
 o

f 
th

e 
si

n
 o

f 
[
h

e
r
e

m
e
n

ti
o

n
 t

h
e
 p

a
r
ti

c
u

la
r
 o

ff
e
n

c
e
]
, 

w
e 

d
ec

la
re

y
o

u
 s

u
sp

en
d

ed
 f

ro
m

 t
h

e 
sa

cr
am

en
t 

o
f 

th
e

L
o

rd
’s

 S
u

p
p

er
, 
ti

ll
 y

o
u

 g
iv

e 
sa

ti
sf

ac
to

ry

ev
id

en
ce

 o
f 

re
p

en
ta

n
ce

.

y
o

u
r 

o
w

n
 c

o
n

fe
ss

io
n

, 
o

r 
b

y
 s

u
ff

ic
ie

n
t 
p

ro
o

f,

as
 t

h
e 

ca
se

 m
ay

 b
e]

 o
f 

th
e 

si
n

 o
f 

[h
er

e

m
en

ti
o

n
 t

h
e 

p
ar

ti
cu

la
r 

o
ff

en
ce

],
 w

e 
d

ec
la

re

y
o

u
 s

u
sp

en
d

ed
 f

ro
m

 t
h

e 
sa

cr
am

en
t 

o
f 

th
e

L
o

rd
’s

 S
u

p
p

er
, 
ti

ll
 y

o
u

 g
iv

e 
sa

ti
sf

ac
to

ry

ev
id

en
ce

 o
f 

re
p

en
ta

n
ce

.



366 Seventy-Second General Assembly
F

r
o

m
 t

h
e
 D

u
tc

h
 R

e
fo

r
m

e
d

 F
o

r
m

s(
fr

o
m

C
a

n
a

d
ia

n
 R

e
fo

r
m

e
d

 C
h

u
r
c
h

e
s 

d
o

c
u

m
e
n

ts
)

T
H

E
 D

IR
E

C
T

O
R

Y
 F

O
R

 T
H

E
 W

O
R

S
H

IP
 O

F

G
O

D
 i

n
 t

h
e
 P

r
e
sb

y
te

r
ia

n
 C

h
u

r
c
h

 i
n

 t
h

e
 U

n
it

e
d

S
ta

te
s 

o
f 

A
m

e
r
ic

a
 [

1
7

8
8

]

A
L

T
E

R
N

A
T

E
 P

R
O

P
O

S
A

L

[u
n

d
e
r 

“
S

u
g

g
e
st

e
d

 F
o

rm
s…

”
]

IV
. 

W
h

en
 t

h
e 

ju
d

ic
at

o
ry

 s
h

al
l 

b
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c
e
 o

f 
a
n

y
 s

u
sp

e
n

d
e
d

m
e
m

b
e
r,

 h
e
 s

h
a
ll

 b
e
 a

ll
o

w
e
d

 t
o

 p
ro

fe
ss

 h
is

re
p

en
ta

n
ce

, 
an

d
 b
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h
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 t
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REPORT OF THE HISTORIAN

The report of the Committee for the Historian presents a summary of the historian’s
activities for the past year.  In addition to what is found there, I have been at work on a
survey of American Presbyterianism (with D. G. Hart) and a biography of Cornelius Van
Til.  I continue to enjoy the privilege of teaching OPC history in the MTIOPC curriculum.

Ever since the fifth General Assembly of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church chose
the name of our denomination in 1939, there has been a recurring debate over whether it
effectively communicates the identity of our church.  What is often contested in those
discussions is not so much the term, “orthodox,” as the assumptions that appear to be
embedded in the definite article that precedes it.  Recently, I discovered an editorial in the
Presbyterian Guardian, written in 1955 by the Rev. Leslie W. Sloat.  Mr. Sloat provides a
fresh perspective on our name by considering it in conjunction with an indefinite article.  I
am attaching the editorial to this report in the hope that, fifty years later, his words would
be of benefit to the church today.

Respectfully submitted,

John R. Muether
Historian

“An Orthodox Presbyterian Church”
Leslie W. Sloat

(Presbyterian Guardian, January 15, 1955)

It is good from time to time that we consider what we are seeking to
accomplish in this world.  …Our aim, as a Christian community, is to establish
and build up what, for lack of a better name, we have chosen to call an Orthodox
Presbyterian Church.  There are some who do not like that name but it is the
name we use at present, and in many ways it is a good name.

An orthodox Presbyterian Church will in the first place be “orthodox.”
The word is derived from the Greek, and it means simply “straight thinking.”
The idea of “straight” suggests a rule.  When we want to draw a straight line, we
get a ruler or straight-edge and keep the pencil against it while drawing a line.

So “orthodox” means simply having our thinking in accordance with the
rule.  What rule?  The rule of holy Scripture.  In the field in which we are
concerned now, to be orthodox means that all of our thinking and doing is
performed right up against the rule of Scripture.  If you are using a ruler to draw
a straight line, and at some point that pencil loses contact with the ruler, you no
longer have a straight line, but there is a wave or wiggle or crookedness in the
line you have drawn.  And so when our thinking or our doing at any point loses
contact with the rule of Scripture, there is wave, a crookedness, something not
“straight” in what is being performed.

It is never easy to be orthodox, to stick to the rule, to refrain from deviating
in any direction.  It is – or seems – easier to go around obstacles, to draw a line
that suits the circumstances rather than the rule, to follow the path where we
please instead of where God pleases.  But that simply means that in the word
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orthodox there is a challenge.  By using that name we challenge ourselves and
our church to conduct itself at all points in strict conformity with the Word.

Once this fact is established, we are convinced that the rest will follow of
necessity.  In other words, when we do conform our thinking to Scripture the
result, so far as the church is concerned, will be an organization with those
doctrines and forms of worship, which have come in history to be associated
with the name “Presbyterian.”  One cannot be conformed to the teachings of
Scripture without holding to the absolute sovereignty of the Triune God, the
utter sinfulness of man as he is born in this world, the substitutionary, sacrificial
and redemptive character of the death of Christ, and justification before God
through faith in Christ alone, without works or merit of the believer.  And these
are doctrines to which Presbyterianism is committed and which find expression
in her historic Confessions.

Straight thinking in the light of Scripture leads inevitably to the doctrines
of Presbyterianism, of the Reformed faith, of Calvinism.  Straight thinking
according to the rule of Scripture also leads inevitably to that form of church
organization which sees presbyters exercising governmental responsibility over
the congregations and the whole church.

But we must remember that the “straight thinking” is to be done not merely
by the persons in authority, the ministers and elders, but by the whole church,
by each individual member of the church.  The greatest need of a church that
would be strong in faith and service is an informed, intelligent, convinced
membership.  For such a devoted membership every pastor prays and works and
hopes.  And the members ought to be concerned one for another along the same
lines.

But the church, in Scriptural terms, is not simply a group of “called out”
ones, but it is a group of “out calling” ones – a group set and organized to bear
witness to the Christ, to the faith, to the life, which are set forth in Scripture.  A
church is, as a whole, a missionary organization.  And a church never comes
into its own until it sees the fields white unto the harvest, and sends forth reapers
to gather the sheaves.

Our aim is to establish and build up an orthodox Presbyterian Church.
This means, and means nothing less than, a church committed in thought and
conduct to the standard of God’s Word, and committed to proclaiming that
Scripture-determined message to the ends of the earth.  May this indeed be our
aim.
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE FOR THE HISTORIAN

I. Committee’s Activities

A. Composition

Operating under the permanent committee structure established by the 69th

General Assembly, the Committee consists of the following: Mr. Danny E. Olinger and Mr.
David K. Thompson (class of 2005), Mr. Douglas J. Smith (class of 2006), Mr. Brenton C.
Ferry (class of 2007); and Mr. John R. Muether (Historian – ex officio).

Officers of the Committee for the 2004-2005 operating year were: Mr. Thompson,
Chairman; Mr. Smith, Vice-Chairman; Mr. Olinger, Treasury; and Mr. Ferry, Secretary.

B. Meetings

During 2004, the Committee met a total of five times: Once at Reformed
Theological Seminary in Orlando (2/14) and four times via teleconference (3/30, 4/20. 6/
18, and 9/13).

C. Book Sales

The Committee continues to distribute several titles.  Sales numbers for 2004
were as follows:

Title 2004 Sales Lifetime

Fighting the Good Fight 86 3,536
For a Testimony 46 1,717
History for a Pilgrim People 65 527
Lest We Forget 111 7,771
Machen (Coray) 66 207
Presbyterian Conflict 86 2,952
Pressing Toward the Mark 73 2,785
Machen (Stonehouse) 283 283

The principal advertising vehicle for book sales in 2004 was New Horizons and
through www.opc.org.  In 2005, the Committee has plans to place advertisements in both
the print and on-line versions of By Faith and World magazines.  Also, the Committee has
established a relationship with an on-line payment provider (paypal.com), so that books
advertised on opc.org can be ordered and paid for through the website.

D. Other Committee Activities

The Committee produced a 50th Anniversary edition of Ned B. Stonehouse’s
biography of J. Gresham Machen.  The Committee made plans for a fourth reprinting of
The Presbyterian Conflict and a third reprinting of Fighting the Good Fight.  In addition the
Committee actively working on plans to convert the video A History of the OPC to DVD
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format, with additional bonus material and to publish a complete set of OPC General
Assembly minutes on CD-ROM.

II. Financial Report for Fiscal Year 2004 (1/1/04 through 12/31/04)

A. Income and Expenses

INCOME:
Sales $5,949.12
Donations $500.00
Interest $144.83
Total Income $6,593.95

EXPENSES:
Printing/Reproduction $9,517.36
Postage/Delivery $309.00
Miscellaneous $1,093.24
Total Expenses $10,919.60

B. Account Summaries (as of December 31, 2004)

Checking $10,932.23
Savings $1,590.13
CD $6,554.15
Totals $19,076.51

C. General Assembly Operating Fund Expenses (2004)

Account Budget Actual

Historian’s Honorarium $ 6,000 $ 5,880
Book Manager’s Honorarium $ 1,980 $ 1,860
Book Service $ 750 $ 690
Travel $ 3,000 $ 3,248
Promotion $ 1,500 -
Administrative $1,250 $ 32
Audio Project $ 1,250 $ 217
Archival $ 3,750 -
OPC History Project $ 500 $ 500
Total $19,980 $11,927

III. Elections

The terms of Messrs. Olinger and Thompson expire with the 2005 Assembly.  The
standing rules require the election of two members to this class.  The composition of the
Committee for the Historian must include at least one minister and one ruling elder.

The term of Mr. Muether as Historian expires at this assembly.
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IV. Recommendations

1. That the following proposed budget for fiscal year 2005 be approved by the
Assembly:

Account 2005 Budget 2006 Proposed

Historian’s Honorarium $ 6,200 $ 6,400
Book Manager’s Honorarium$ 2,100 $
Book Management $ $ 2,000
Book Service $ 500 $ 500
Travel $ 4,000 $ 5,000
Promotion $ 1,500 $ 2,250
Administrative $ 1,000 $ 1,000

Audio Project $ 1,250 $

Archival $ 2,000 $ 3,000
OPC History Project $ 500 $ 500
Total $19,050 $20,650

2. That Mr. Muether be reelected to the office of Historian.
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SUMMARY OF OPC STATISTICS FOR 2004
REGIONAL CHURCHES

in Dec: Churches MW Jan Prof Reaff Xfer Dcd Dism D&E Dec Jan Bapt Par Prof Dcd Dism D&E Dec

CENTRAL U.S. 4 0 255 11 3 3 1 5 15 251 85 4 0 8 0 1 2 78

CONNECTICUT & So. NEW YORK 5 0 339 61 4 14 0 31 20 367 187 21 13 4 0 34 14 169

DAKOTAS 13 3 704 11 13 15 14 24 26 679 286 15 14 7 0 15 13 280

MICHIGAN & ONTARIO 18 6 1407 50 79 39 11 63 35 1466 786 60 45 24 0 58 7 802

MID-ATLANTIC 14 3 1412 45 34 61 5 44 35 1468 631 43 47 21 0 9 17 674

MIDWEST 19 7 2048 70 82 41 17 33 51 2140 863 59 44 30 0 33 19 884

NEW JERSEY 21 1 1592 42 39 38 24 82 70 1535 574 23 30 16 1 32 46 532

NEW YORK & NEW ENGLAND 20 2 1616 102 59 74 16 148 47 1640 547 35 20 40 1 37 27 497

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 15 2 967 33 38 40 8 38 73 959 369 35 22 5 1 15 40 365

NORTHWEST 19 6 1423 28 103 13 5 33 30 1499 520 42 38 15 0 23 9 553

OHIO 17 2 1234 39 68 92 7 82 22 1322 518 28 62 25 0 55 18 510

PHILADELPHIA 23 5 2037 56 88 62 22 89 105 2027 733 36 40 24 0 56 13 716

SOUTH 13 6 688 15 36 59 7 50 20 721 267 11 28 1 0 27 11 267

SOUTHEAST 19 5 1044 26 42 57 5 57 30 1077 438 34 13 12 0 25 11 437

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 19 9 2077 57 58 82 12 122 55 2085 705 48 33 34 0 61 27 664

SOUTHWEST 13 3 725 20 41 39 5 38 25 757 255 25 32 8 0 12 7 285

THE WHOLE CHURCH 252 60 19568 666 787 729 159 939 659 19993 7764 519 481 274 3 493 281 7713

Abbreviations: 

Jan = January 1, 2004 Prof = Received on Profession of Faith Dism = Dismissed on Letter of Transfer A = Associate or Assistant Pastor

Dec = December 31, 2004 Reaff = Received on Reaffirmation of Faith D&E = Disciplined or Erased E = Evangelist or Organizing Pastor

MW = Mission Works Xfer = Received on Letter of Transfer Bapt = Baptized T = Teacher

Dcd = Deceased Par = Received with Parents S = Stated Supply

STATISTICAL REPORTS OF THE REGIONAL CHURCHES AND CONGREGATIONS
CHURCH OR MISSION WORK

Name Town or City ST Jan Prof Reaff Xfer Dcd Dism D&E Dec Jan Bapt Par Prof Dcd Dism D&E Dec

REGIONAL CHURCH OF THE CENTRAL U. S.

Caney OPC Caney KS 46 0 0 3 0 0 2 47 8 2 0 0 0 0 0 10

Park Woods Overland Park KS 89 6 0 0 0 0 9 86 57 0 0 5 0 0 2 50

Faith Lincoln NE 52 4 0 0 0 0 4 52 13 0 0 3 0 0 0 10

Westminster Bartlesville OK 67 1 3 0 1 5 0 65 7 2 0 0 0 1 0 8

Other members 
1

1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

TOTALS - CENTRAL U. S. 255 11 3 3 1 5 15 251 85 4 0 8 0 1 2 78
1
 Members of a former congregation remaining on the roll of the regional church

REGIONAL CHURCH OF CONNECTICUT AND SOUTHERN NEW YORK

Westminster Hamden CT 72 2 1 0 0 8 5 62 33 0 2 1 0 7 1 26

Community Newtown CT 40 5 1 1 0 11 7 29 42 2 0 3 0 16 9 16

Bohemia OPC Bohemia NY 47 4 0 9 0 2 0 58 33 1 4 0 0 0 0 38

Franklin Square OPC Franklin Square NY 150 50 0 3 0 7 7 189 72 16 7 0 0 4 4 87

Westchester Mount Vernon NY 29 0 2 1 0 3 1 28 7 2 0 0 0 7 0 2

Member without rights of presbytery 
1

1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

TOTALS - CONNECTICUT & So. NEW YORK 339 61 4 14 0 31 20 367 187 21 13 4 0 34 14 169
1
 A minister on the roll of the regional church with ministerial credentials held in suspense per FG XXIII:18

Added Removed Added Removed

COMMUNICANT MEMBERS NONCOMMUNICANT MEMBERS

Local Congregations Added Removed Added Removed

COMMUNICANT MEMBERS NONCOMMUNICANT MEMBERS
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SUMMARY OF OPC STATISTICS FOR 2004

Total Per Via

Jan Dec Jan Dec Jan Dec Act. N/A Act. N/A May Nov May Nov General Benev. Capital Offerings CM Wills

340 329 7 8 347 337 8 2 4 0 252 261 172 163 253.5 49.8 4.0 307.3 1.2 0.0

526 536 8 9 534 545 14 1 11 2 403 414 230 219 760.1 145.4 8.0 913.5 2.5 0.0

990 959 15 16 1005 975 36 13 19 11 1352 790 357 367 944.3 70.7 12.5 1027.5 1.5 34.2

2193 2268 31 33 2224 2301 66 20 41 12 1975 2046 1223 1230 2134.6 364.2 350.8 2849.6 1.9 0.7

2043 2142 21 25 2064 2167 49 9 44 11 1767 1755 1065 1104 3190.3 563.4 103.4 3857.1 2.6 0.0

2911 3024 32 35 2943 3059 76 89 72 102 2228 2241 1217 1251 2530.5 701.2 255.8 3487.5 1.6 53.8

2166 2067 36 35 2202 2102 55 16 46 7 1634 1555 852 895 2284.0 430.9 82.8 2797.6 1.8 619.6

2163 2137 36 37 2199 2174 65 20 47 7 2044 2028 1137 1132 2510.8 495.0 261.9 3267.6 2.0 230.0

1336 1324 21 19 1357 1343 32 14 21 3 1172 1182 647 662 1833.0 246.9 60.1 2140.0 2.2 0.0

1943 2052 30 30 1973 2082 57 10 38 15 1760 1850 952 981 2020.8 478.7 91.9 2591.4 1.7 24.5

1752 1832 29 27 1781 1859 61 12 50 5 1566 1620 901 909 1959.9 371.3 53.9 2385.1 1.8 40.0

2770 2743 49 45 2819 2788 69 27 48 9 2106 2086 1095 1153 2732.2 627.8 185.8 3545.8 1.7 60.3

955 988 23 23 978 1011 30 8 21 4 883 969 431 451 1681.4 246.3 72.8 2000.5 2.8 0.0

1482 1514 30 29 1512 1543 45 5 27 2 1376 1382 774 763 1951.9 376.1 88.3 2416.3 2.2 0.0

2782 2749 47 47 2829 2796 62 14 47 8 2193 1843 1046 980 2747.8 573.1 153.0 3473.9 1.7 180.2

980 1042 22 22 1002 1064 35 2 22 3 915 934 457 445 1399.6 158.6 41.2 1599.4 2.1 0.0

27332 27706 437 440 27769 28146 760 262 558 201 23626 22956 12556 12705 30934.6 5899.5 1826.2 38660.3 1.9 1243.1

Act. = Active General = For church operations: salaries, mortgage, rent, utilities, supplies     Per CM = Average Total Giving per 

N/A = Not Active Benev. = For missions, outreach, evangelism, and diaconal ministry Communicant Member

May, Nov = Average weekly Capital = For property and building purchase and improvements      Via Wills = Funds given as Bequests

  Attendance in May and November

STATISTICAL REPORTS OF THE REGIONAL CHURCHES AND CONGREGATIONS

Pastor(s) Total Per Via

Jan Dec Act. N/A Act. N/A May Nov May Nov General Benev. Capital Offerings CM Wills

REGIONAL CHURCH OF THE CENTRAL U. S., Continued
54 57 J. Michael Arnaud 2 0 0 0 30 30 24 23 49.5 5.0 0.9 55.4 1.2 0.0

146 136 Geoffrey C. Smith 2 1 3 0 160 160 105 105 117.1 37.7 0.0 154.8 1.8 0.0

65 62 LeRoy E. Miller 2 1 1 0 33 39 23 20 40.7 1.4 0.3 42.3 0.8 0.0

74 73 Joseph A. Auksela 2 0 0 0 29 32 20 15 46.2 5.8 2.8 54.8 0.8 0.0

Edward A. Eppinger 
A

1 1

340 329 8 2 4 0 252 261 172 163 253.5 49.8 4.0 307.3 1.2 0.0

REGIONAL CHURCH OF CONNECTICUT AND SOUTHERN NEW YORK, Continued
105 88 Calvin D. Keller 6 0 5 2 71 68 52 44 120.5 63.2 6.0 189.7 3.1 0.0

James W. Campbell 
T

82 45 Robert E. Tarullo 2 0 0 0 30 28 23 21 66.3 0.0 0.0 66.3 2.3 0.0

80 96 Meindert Ploegman 2 0 2 0 60 65 32 37 131.7 22.2 0.0 153.9 2.7 0.0

222 276 William Shishko 3 1 4 0 210 225 111 105 361.7 52.9 2.0 416.6 2.2 0.0

36 30 Daniel G. Osborne 1 0 0 0 32 28 12 12 79.8 7.1 0.0 86.9 3.1 0.0

1 1

526 536 14 1 11 2 403 414 230 219 760.1 145.4 8.0 913.5 2.5 0.0

Sun. School Offerings by Type or UsageMEMBERS R Elders Deacons AM Worship

Offerings by Type or Usage

TOTAL CHURCH OFFICERS ATTENDANCE OFFERINGS & BEQUESTS ($1,000)

R Elders Deacons AM Worship Sun. School

ATTENDANCE OFFERINGS & BEQUESTS ($1,000)
Members Ministers

OFFICERS
Grand Total

MEMBERSHIP TOTALS
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CHURCH OR MISSION WORK

Name Town or City ST Jan Prof Reaff Xfer Dcd Dism D&E Dec Jan Bapt Par Prof Dcd Dism D&E Dec

Added Removed Added Removed

COMMUNICANT MEMBERS NONCOMMUNICANT MEMBERS

REGIONAL CHURCH OF THE DAKOTAS

Broomfield OPC Broomfield CO 38 0 5 4 0 0 0 47 14 6 5 0 0 0 0 25

Reformation Castle Rock CO 71 3 2 4 0 6 7 67 53 2 4 2 0 6 4 47

Park Hill Denver CO 49 1 2 3 1 0 3 51 15 0 2 1 0 0 0 16

Providence Denver CO 44 0 0 0 2 0 2 40 21 0 0 0 0 0 0 21

Emmaus Fort Collins CO 56 0 0 2 1 7 4 46 53 0 3 0 0 5 4 47

Covenant 
M1

Bismarck ND 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Bethel Carson ND 39 3 0 0 2 0 0 40 9 0 0 3 0 0 0 6

Murdock Memorial Bancroft SD 41 0 0 0 1 3 0 37 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 5

Trinity Bridgewater SD 36 0 0 0 1 0 1 34 25 1 0 0 0 0 0 26

Bethlehem Reformed Freeman SD 93 1 4 2 3 0 0 97 13 0 0 0 0 0 0 13

Westminster Hamill SD 35 1 0 0 0 0 0 36 18 1 0 1 0 0 0 18

Calvary Volga SD 101 0 0 0 3 6 3 89 25 1 0 0 0 4 1 21

Winner OPC Winner SD 52 0 0 0 0 0 0 52 23 0 0 0 0 0 0 23

Christ 
M2

Logan UT 0 0

Christ 
M2

Provo UT 0 0

Christ Salt Lake City UT 46 2 0 0 0 0 6 42 12 4 0 0 0 0 4 12

Other members 
1

2 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Member without rights of presbytery 
2

1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0

TOTALS - DAKOTAS 704 11 13 15 14 24 26 679 286 15 14 7 0 15 13 280
M1

 Members are on the roll of Bethel, Carson, ND
M2

 Members are on the roll of Christ, Salt Lake City, UT
1
 Members of former congregations et al. remaining on the roll of the regional church
2
 A minister initially on the roll of the regional church, with ministerial credentials restored upon his installation as an evangelist

REGIONAL CHURCH OF MICHIGAN AND ONTARIO

Grace Reformed Walkerton IN 56 1 2 0 0 9 3 47 14 2 0 0 0 6 0 10

Redeemer Ada MI 81 2 13 0 0 0 1 95 42 2 3 1 0 0 0 46

Covenant Brighton MI 40 1 3 6 0 2 0 48 14 1 4 0 0 0 0 19

Chain-O-Lakes Central Lake MI 17 1 4 0 0 6 2 14 12 0 5 1 0 5 2 9

Little Farms Chapel Coopersville MI 136 7 0 7 2 2 1 145 99 6 3 2 0 3 0 103

Oakland Hills Community Farmington Hills MI 76 3 2 0 1 0 1 79 12 4 0 1 0 0 0 15

Spencer Mills Gowen MI 156 6 8 2 1 11 2 158 81 4 2 3 0 6 0 78

Harvest Grand Rapids MI 210 4 18 4 3 13 1 219 182 14 12 1 0 14 0 193

Mill Creek Grand Rapids MI 26 0 0 0 1 1 4 20 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 4

New Life Fellowship Holland MI 41 3 11 0 0 0 0 55 13 2 1 0 0 0 0 16

Cedar 
M1

Hudsonville MI 37 2 0 6 0 0 0 45 41 1 3 2 0 0 0 43

Community Kalamazoo MI 28 0 1 0 1 0 2 26 6 0 0 0 0 0 4 2

Meadow Springs Community Kentwood MI 36 3 0 0 0 0 2 37 7 1 0 2 0 0 0 6

Grace Lansing MI 31 2 3 2 0 7 0 31 22 2 0 2 0 13 0 9

Providence 
M2

Manistee MI 15 0 0 0 0 0 2 13 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

Pilgrim Metamora MI 63 0 2 3 0 5 2 61 37 3 2 0 0 6 0 36

Rockford Springs Community Rockford MI 129 5 7 2 2 3 11 127 63 8 3 0 0 1 1 72

Providence Royal Oak MI 101 3 0 2 0 1 1 104 25 0 0 2 0 0 0 23

Living Hope 
M3

Jordan ON 0 0

Covenant Komoka ON 70 3 5 1 0 1 0 78 41 5 5 3 0 4 0 44

Emmanuel 
M4

Meaford ON 0 0

Grace 
M4

Shedden ON 0 0

Grace Covenant Sheffield ON 56 4 0 4 0 1 0 63 70 5 2 4 0 0 0 73

OPC 
M4

Toronto ON 0 0

Member(s) without rights of presbytery 
1

2 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0

TOTALS - MICHIGAN & ONTARIO 1407 50 79 39 11 63 35 1466 786 60 45 24 0 58 7 802
M1

 Under the oversight of session, Harvest, Grand Rapids, MI, but not included in their statistics
M2

 Under the oversight of session, Little Farms Chapel, Coopersville, MI, but not included in their statistics
M3

 Members are on the roll of Grace Covenant, Sheffield, ON.
M4

 Members are on the roll of Covenant, London, ON.
1
 A minister on the roll of the regional church with ministerial credentials held in suspense per FG XXIII:18
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Pastor(s) Total Per Via

Jan Dec Act. N/A Act. N/A May Nov May Nov General Benev. Capital Offerings CM Wills

Sun. School Offerings by Type or UsageMEMBERS R Elders Deacons AM Worship

TOTAL CHURCH OFFICERS ATTENDANCE OFFERINGS & BEQUESTS ($1,000)

REGIONAL CHURCH OF THE DAKOTAS, Continued
52 72 Gregory L. Thurston 2 0 0 0 85 98 85 96 121.2 6.9 0.0 128.1 2.7 0.0

124 114 Kevin P. Swanson 2 0 2 0 170 195 0 0 190.0 20.0 0.0 210.0 3.1 0.0

64 67 Matthew K. Kingsbury 3 0 1 0 42 51 25 27 107.1 5.0 0.0 112.1 2.2 0.0

65 61 Leonard J. Coppes 4 0 2 1 661 49 47 46 102.0 7.2 0.0 109.2 2.7 0.0

109 93 Archibald A. Allison 2 0 0 0 64 55 64 55 81.7 3.1 6.5 91.3 2.0 0.0

0 0 Edward S. S. Huntington 
E

0 0 0 0 12 21 9 12 17.2 0.2 0.0 17.4 ### 15.4

48 46 W. Vernon Picknally, Jr. 3 0 1 0 29 31 18 22 39.5 6.1 0.0 45.6 1.1 17.1

46 42 Vacant 2 1 4 0 22 22 4 4 18.9 0.6 0.0 19.5 0.5 0.2

61 60 Randall K. Klynsma 3 1 1 0 54 46 27 30 36.4 4.2 1.5 42.2 1.2 0.0

106 110 Benjamin K. Hopp 3 6 2 5 70 70 18 20 55.9 2.1 3.3 61.4 0.6 1.5

53 54 Darren S. Thole 3 1 2 2 43 47 29 29 45.2 10.9 0.4 56.6 1.6 0.0

126 110 Vacant 2 3 1 3 25 16 2 0 20.5 0.7 0.0 21.2 0.2 0.0

75 75 Terry F. Thole 4 1 3 0 25 36 29 26 41.6 3.4 0.0 45.0 0.9 0.0

0 0 Scott L. Seder 
E

0 0 0 0

0 0 D. Jason Wallace 0 0 0 0

58 54 D. Jason Wallace 3 0 0 0 50 53 0 0 66.9 0.3 0.8 67.9 1.6 0.0

2 1

1 0

990 959 36 13 19 11 1352 790 357 367 944.3 70.7 12.5 1027.5 1.5 34.2

REGIONAL CHURCH OF MICHIGAN AND ONTARIO, Continued
70 57 Glenn D. Jerrell 3 0 0 0 46 54 25 30 65.5 5.8 19.7 91.0 1.9 0.0

123 141 Eric R. Hausler 2 5 3 1 134 148 78 87 212.8 21.6 6.4 240.8 2.5 0.0

54 67 Brian L. DeJong 3 0 1 0 75 65 60 40 105.2 0.2 2.9 108.2 2.3 0.0

29 23 Vacant 4 0 0 0 27 29 18 22 22.6 3.0 4.8 30.4 2.2 0.0

235 248 Robert M. Van Manen 6 2 6 2 210 220 115 120 150.0 42.0 48.0 240.0 1.7 0.0

88 94 Ralph A. Rebandt II 4 0 1 0 84 90 65 70 139.0 44.9 29.3 213.2 2.7 0.0

237 236 Frank J. Marsh 6 4 4 2 180 175 50 63 195.0 34.4 0.0 229.3 1.5 0.0

Alan M. Flowers 
A

392 412 Dale A. Van Dyke 8 3 9 2 297 357 221 221 199.2 94.4 66.3 359.9 1.6 0.0

Stephen W. Igo 
A

30 24 Vacant 3 0 2 0 18 16 15 15 22.0 0.6 0.5 23.1 1.2 0.0

54 71 Martin A. Novak 2 0 1 0 70 80 18 29 71.7 8.4 11.7 91.8 1.7 0.0

78 88 Stephen W. Igo 
E

3 3 0 1 78 50 77 60 96.3 13.4 1.0 110.7 2.5 0.0

34 28 Timothy L. Bero 1 0 0 0 30 23 20 14 46.3 6.0 0.2 52.6 2.0 0.7

43 43 Gerald J. Neumair 2 0 0 0 45 45 22 23 60.0 1.3 0.0 61.3 1.7 0.0

53 40 Stephen A. Pribble 1 0 2 0 35 35 20 25 58.6 3.0 57.5 119.1 3.8 0.0

16 14 Kenneth J. Hovingh 0 0 0 0 25 19 14 13 54.7 3.8 0.0 58.5 4.5 0.0

100 97 Peter Stazen II 2 0 1 1 71 75 47 47 85.1 41.1 0.0 126.1 2.1 0.0

192 199 Louis P. Wislocki 5 3 5 2 159 171 90 75 167.9 8.9 75.1 251.9 2.0 0.0

126 127 Jeffrey B. Wilson 4 0 3 0 76 83 59 64 145.2 20.3 0.0 165.6 1.6 0.0

0 0 Vacant 0 0 0 0 23 25 0 0 23.0 0.4 0.0 23.4 ### 0.0

111 122 John R. Ferguson 3 0 1 0 119 115 77 78 58.4 6.1 0.0 64.4 0.8 0.0

K. Dale Collison 
A

0 0 0 0 0 0 29 30 0 0 15.7 0.0 0.0 15.7 ### 0.0

0 0 K. Dale Collison 
E

0 0 0 0 29 31 27 29 21.4 0.3 0.0 21.7 ### 0.0

126 136 Edward W. Ludt 4 0 2 1 115 110 105 105 119.0 4.5 27.3 150.8 2.4 0.0

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 ### 0.0

2 1

2193 2268 66 20 41 12 1975 2046 1223 1230 2134.6 364.2 350.8 2849.6 1.9 0.7
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CHURCH OR MISSION WORK

Name Town or City ST Jan Prof Reaff Xfer Dcd Dism D&E Dec Jan Bapt Par Prof Dcd Dism D&E Dec

Added Removed Added Removed

COMMUNICANT MEMBERS NONCOMMUNICANT MEMBERS

REGIONAL CHURCH OF THE MID-ATLANTIC

First Baltimore MD 23 0 0 0 0 0 0 23 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 2

Covenant Burtonsville MD 160 0 2 3 0 6 9 150 37 3 5 0 0 0 2 43

Columbia OPC Columbia MD 385 17 7 10 0 3 7 409 220 15 0 7 0 0 2 226

New Hope Frederick MD 157 8 0 5 0 6 9 155 67 1 6 3 0 2 5 64

Cornerstone Germantown MD 34 0 1 3 1 1 0 36 17 2 0 0 0 0 0 19

Christ Covenant Reformed Jessup MD 0 0 0 0

Trinity Reformed Lanham MD 46 4 0 2 0 0 0 52 20 0 0 2 0 0 0 18

[Puritan - dissolved] Odenton MD 6 0 0 0 0 6 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 3 0 0

Knox Silver Spring MD 103 5 1 4 2 2 0 109 18 1 1 0 0 0 0 20

Providence 
M2

Charlottesville VA 20 1 4 0 0 2 0 23 15 5 0 1 0 0 0 19

Berea Harrisonburg VA 20 0 0 0 0 1 0 19 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 6

Bethel Reformed Fredericksburg VA 55 1 4 6 0 0 0 66 17 2 4 0 0 0 0 23

Bethel Leesburg VA 84 0 4 4 0 2 4 86 41 2 10 0 0 2 3 48

Dayspring Manassas VA 17 0 0 10 0 1 0 26 10 1 6 0 0 0 0 17

Ketoctin Covenant 
M

Purcellville VA 16 0 2 4 0 2 0 20 15 1 5 0 0 0 0 21

Covenant Community Staunton VA 49 4 0 2 2 0 0 53 11 1 2 4 0 0 0 10

Sterling OPC Sterling VA 42 0 0 0 0 0 0 42 20 0 0 0 0 0 0 20

Grace Vienna VA 194 5 9 6 0 12 6 196 113 8 8 4 0 2 5 118

Other members 
1

1 0 0 2 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

TOTALS - MID-ATLANTIC 1412 45 34 61 5 44 35 1468 631 43 47 21 0 9 17 674
M

 Members are on the roll of the regional church.
M2

 Under the oversight of session, Covenant Community, Staunton, VA, but not included in their statistics

REGIONAL CHURCH OF THE MIDWEST

Covenant of Grace Batavia (N. Aurora) IL 45 7 21 0 0 2 0 71 36 17 2 2 0 1 0 52

Hope Grayslake IL 26 1 2 3 0 0 1 31 15 2 6 1 0 0 0 22

Grace Hanover Park IL 60 3 0 2 0 8 10 47 34 5 2 2 0 7 3 29

Westminster Indian Head Park IL 34 7 2 0 0 0 3 40 24 2 4 3 0 0 1 26

New Covenant Community New Lenox IL 84 11 4 2 0 5 7 89 45 6 1 5 0 6 0 41

Covenant Orland Park IL 145 3 7 1 0 0 2 154 61 3 0 1 0 0 0 63

Covenant Reformed Springfield IL 24 1 0 0 0 0 0 25 24 1 0 0 0 0 0 25

Bethel Wheaton IL 129 1 8 9 0 1 2 144 49 7 3 1 0 0 0 58

Covenant Community 
M

Evansville IN 17 0 0 0 0 3 3 11 14 0 0 0 0 2 3 9

Covenant Cedar Falls IA 27 0 3 1 1 0 0 30 11 0 0 0 0 0 0 11

Grace Reformed Des Moines IA 52 0 0 2 0 0 2 52 24 3 0 0 0 0 2 25

New Covenant Fellowship 
M1

Independence IA 36 0 0 0 0 1 0 35 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

Portage Reformed 
M

Houghton MI 0 0

Church of the Lakes 
M

Breezy Point MN 0 0

Apple Valley Appleton (Neenah) WI 49 6 5 2 0 3 0 59 33 1 4 1 0 7 0 30

Calvary Cedar Grove WI 314 2 0 0 2 1 0 313 89 1 0 2 0 7 0 81

New Hope Green Bay WI 170 2 11 0 1 3 3 176 115 0 2 0 0 0 0 117

Christ Janesville WI 88 3 3 5 0 0 1 98 25 2 7 2 0 0 0 32

Providence 
M2

Madison (Fitchburg) WI 22 0 0 0 0 0 2 20 23 0 0 0 0 0 3 20

Falls Menomonee Falls WI 181 1 0 1 2 0 0 181 51 3 3 1 0 0 0 56

Covenant 
M3

Milwaukee (New BerWI 18 1 1 3 0 2 0 21 10 1 2 1 0 2 0 10

Old Stockbridge Morgan Siding WI 57 1 0 0 2 1 13 42 23 0 0 0 0 1 6 16

Bethel Oostburg WI 371 20 6 8 5 2 0 398 102 5 6 8 0 0 0 105

Grace Reformed 
M4

Reedsburg WI 0 0

Grace Sheboygan WI 69 0 9 2 2 1 2 75 17 0 2 0 0 0 1 18

Menominee Zoar WI 26 0 0 0 2 0 0 24 31 0 0 0 0 0 0 31

Other members 
1

4 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 6

TOTALS - MIDWEST 2048 70 82 41 17 33 51 2140 863 59 44 30 0 33 19 884
M

 Members are on the roll of the regional church.
M1

 Under the oversight of Session, Christ, Janesville, WI, but not included in their statistics
M2

 Under the oversight of Session, Grace, Hanover Park, IL, but not included in their statistics
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Pastor(s) Total Per Via

Jan Dec Act. N/A Act. N/A May Nov May Nov General Benev. Capital Offerings CM Wills

Sun. School Offerings by Type or UsageMEMBERS R Elders Deacons AM Worship

TOTAL CHURCH OFFICERS ATTENDANCE OFFERINGS & BEQUESTS ($1,000)

REGIONAL CHURCH OF THE MID-ATLANTIC, Continued
24 25 Stuart R. Jones 2 0 0 0 26 22 6 6 46.5 0.7 0.4 47.5 2.1 0.0

197 193 Jeremy J. Tuinstra 6 0 3 1 142 125 93 87 215.5 97.6 19.4 332.5 2.2 0.0

605 635 Allen H. Harris 15 1 14 3 533 522 268 306 1037.2 227.8 0.0 1265.1 3.1 0.0

Stephen B. Green 
A

224 219 Richard N. Ellis 4 0 5 0 179 190 150 155 292.7 48.7 48.0 389.5 2.5 0.0

Vincent J. Tauriello 
A

51 55 James J. Stastny 1 0 0 0 44 37 39 34 89.4 2.2 0.0 91.6 2.5 0.0

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 ###

66 70 Gerald S. Taylor 0 0 0 0 73 71 31 30 99.1 14.7 9.8 123.7 2.4 0.0

9 0

121 129 Thomas A. Martin 5 3 5 3 94 108 60 70 146.9 62.9 2.4 212.2 1.9 0.0

35 42 Anthony A. Monaghan 
E

0 0 0 0 37 41 29 30 72.1 2.3 0.0 74.4 3.2 0.0

26 25 Stephen J. Dufresne 1 0 0 0 20 20 10 10 59.0 1.9 0.0 60.9 3.2 0.0

72 89 Stephen D. Doe 2 1 0 0 103 103 67 61 181.7 4.0 1.0 186.8 2.8 0.0

125 134 George C. Hammond 5 1 7 2 95 101 48 49 183.4 5.8 9.0 198.2 2.3 0.0

27 43 Bennett B. Wethered 1 0 2 0 70 58 53 25 110.0 4.8 13.4 128.2 4.9 0.0

31 41 Charles R. Biggs 
E

0 1 0 1 52 80 36 66 107.7 1.8 0.0 109.5 5.5 0.0

60 63 S. Scott Willet 1 2 2 1 48 46 35 35 107.7 1.7 0.0 109.5 2.1 0.0

Anthony A. Monaghan 
A

62 62 Edwin C. Urban 2 0 1 0 42 40 20 20 83.8 9.8 0.0 93.6 2.2 0.0

307 314 Vacant 4 0 5 0 209 191 120 120 357.5 76.7 0.0 434.2 2.2 0.0

Daniel P. Clifford 
A

1 3

2043 2142 49 9 44 11 1767 1755 1065 1104 3190.3 563.4 103.4 3857.1 2.6 0.0
1
 Members of former congregations et al. remaining on the roll of the regional church

REGIONAL CHURCH OF THE MIDWEST, Continued
81 123 James R. Megchelsen 3 0 3 1 102 133 85 105 82.5 25.8 40.2 148.5 2.1 0.0

41 53 Dennis L. Disselkoen 2 1 1 0 50 55 50 55 93.8 10.4 16.0 120.2 3.9 0.0

94 76 Matthew E. Cotta 5 1 2 0 65 69 40 39 100.5 16.3 3.9 120.8 2.6 0.0

58 66 Charles K. Telfer 2 0 0 0 45 36 42 32 52.2 3.8 0.0 56.0 1.4 0.0

129 130 Bruce H. Hollister 3 0 3 0 110 104 100 98 131.5 11.7 26.1 169.2 1.9 0.0

Alan D. Strange 
T, A

206 217 Iain A. M. Wright 5 6 5 3 192 188 93 96 185.9 114.9 63.4 364.2 2.4 0.0

Victor B. Atallah 
A

48 50 Terrance E. Dowds 2 0 2 0 50 50 30 30 66.1 0.0 0.0 66.1 2.6 0.0

178 202 Lendall H. Smith 5 6 7 5 168 173 78 76 263.7 40.9 51.5 356.1 2.5 0.0

31 20 Sam M. Allison 
E

0 1 0 0 38 36 36 36 48.2 3.6 1.6 53.4 4.9 0.0

38 41 Stephen J. Oharek 2 0 1 0 43 39 31 26 57.3 5.2 0.0 62.5 2.1 0.0

76 77 Rodney T. King 2 0 3 0 60 60 48 43 89.5 1.5 0.0 91.0 1.8 0.0

37 36 Casey W. Reinkoester 
RE

0 0 0 0 25 30 12 9 26.0 3.1 0.0 29.1 0.8 0.0

0 0 Todd Wagenmaker 
E

0 0 0 0 0.0 ### 1.0

0 0 Roger L. Gibbons 
E

0 0 0 0 0.0 ### 2.0

82 89 William B. Acker III 4 1 5 0 69 72 33 40 141.9 8.2 2.6 152.7 2.6 20.0

403 394 Richard M. Edwards 8 27 8 38 252 249 89 87 168.0 86.6 13.2 267.8 0.9 0.6

285 293 James E. Ferguson 7 11 5 15 149 149 80 85 217.6 85.9 0.0 303.5 1.7 0.0

113 130 David W. King 4 6 5 0 91 101 61 67 96.5 42.7 0.0 139.2 1.4 0.0

45 40 0 0 0 0 45 20 25 0 39.0 1.8 0.0 40.8 2.0 0.0

232 237 Benjamin J. Snodgrass 7 1 7 10 130 154 56 68 179.4 21.8 16.2 217.5 1.2 0.0

James T. Hoekstra 
A

28 31 James T. Hoekstra 
E

0 0 2 0 38 41 23 24 63.2 14.8 0.0 78.0 3.7 0.0

80 58 Joshua E. Martin 1 1 1 0 45 33 0 0 52.4 11.3 6.9 70.6 1.7 0.0

473 503 John R. Tinsley 10 26 9 29 335 316 137 160 211.6 153.8 14.2 379.6 1.0 25.0

Gordon L. Oliver 
A

0 0 Christian McShaffrey 
E

0 0 0 0 23 31 15 20 47.4 3.1 0.0 50.5 ### 0.0

86 93 Ivan J. De Master 4 1 3 1 74 70 34 37 105.4 33.0 0.1 138.4 1.8 5.2

57 55 Karl E. Thompson 0 0 0 0 29 32 19 18 11.0 1.0 0.0 11.9 0.5 0.0

10 10

2911 3024 76 89 72 102 2228 2241 1217 1251 2530.5 701.2 255.8 3487.5 1.6 53.8
M3

 Under the oversight of Session, Falls, Menomonee Falls, WI, but not included in their statistics
M4

 Members are on the roll of Bethel, Oostburg, WI
1
 Members of former congregations et al. remaining on the roll of the regional church
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CHURCH OR MISSION WORK

Name Town or City ST Jan Prof Reaff Xfer Dcd Dism D&E Dec Jan Bapt Par Prof Dcd Dism D&E Dec

Added Removed Added Removed

COMMUNICANT MEMBERS NONCOMMUNICANT MEMBERS

REGIONAL CHURCH OF NEW JERSEY

Immanuel Bellmawr NJ 122 4 8 6 1 0 0 139 41 3 0 1 0 0 0 43

Calvary Bridgeton NJ 44 1 0 0 0 2 1 42 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 3

Tabernaculo de Gracia 
M1

Camden NJ 0 0 0

Cherry Hill OPC Cherry Hill NJ 40 4 3 4 2 0 0 49 22 1 1 0 0 1 2 21

Grace Fair Lawn NJ 50 2 0 0 1 0 0 51 20 0 0 2 0 0 0 18

Providence Glassboro NJ 42 0 0 0 1 0 3 38 13 0 0 0 0 0 0 13

Church of the Covenant Hackettstown NJ 124 4 5 2 2 10 9 114 36 1 3 1 0 1 1 37

Grace Hamilton (Trenton) NJ 39 0 4 1 1 0 0 43 13 0 2 0 0 0 2 13

Central Bible North Wildwood NJ 20 0 0 0 0 0 0 20 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 6

Living Hope Nutley NJ 32 2 2 0 0 0 7 29 8 0 0 2 0 0 0 6

[Westminster] 
M2

Ocean City NJ 17 0 0 0 0 17 0 0 8 0 0 0 0 8 0 0

Calvary Community Phillipsburg NJ 96 0 0 0 3 0 2 91 31 0 0 0 0 0 0 31

River of Life Phillipsburg NJ 93 6 5 0 2 4 2 96 29 0 3 0 0 0 0 32

Faith Pittsgrove NJ 240 10 4 5 3 3 4 249 128 8 8 5 1 0 6 132

Calvary Ringoes NJ 40 0 0 0 2 2 10 26 22 0 0 0 0 2 20 0

Mt. Carmel Somerset NJ 86 0 0 0 0 6 0 80 26 0 0 0 0 0 0 26

Stratford OPC Stratford NJ 85 0 0 12 0 2 0 95 33 2 4 0 0 6 0 33

Redeemer Toms River NJ 43 2 2 0 0 4 5 38 22 6 0 2 0 4 1 21

Covenant Vineland NJ 87 1 2 2 3 1 12 76 20 1 2 0 0 0 3 20

Immanuel West Collingswood NJ 84 0 2 0 1 28 2 55 18 1 1 0 0 9 0 11

Grace Westfield NJ 85 5 2 2 1 0 0 93 25 0 5 2 0 0 0 28

Emmanuel Whippany NJ 38 0 0 4 0 3 10 29 17 0 1 0 0 1 11 6

Calvary Wildwood NJ 63 1 0 0 1 0 3 60 26 0 0 1 0 0 0 25

Other members 
1

21 0 0 0 0 0 0 21 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 7

Member without rights of presbytery 
2

1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0

TOTALS - NEW JERSEY 1592 42 39 38 24 82 70 1535 574 23 30 16 1 32 46 532
M1

 Members are on the roll of Immanuel, Bellmawr, NJ
M2

 Mission work was terminated on 27 April 2004.

REGIONAL CHURCH OF NEW YORK AND NEW ENGLAND

Pilgrim Bangor ME 152 3 10 5 1 17 7 145 47 3 4 2 0 13 4 35

Merrymeeting Bay Brunswick ME 50 1 1 0 1 1 0 50 9 1 0 1 0 0 0 9

Penobscot Bay 
M

Bucksport ME 0 3 3 11 0 0 0 17 0 5 6 1 0 0 0 10

Pleasant Mountain 
M1

Denmark ME 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Second Parish Portland ME 152 3 8 0 3 10 14 136 53 5 0 3 0 9 7 39

Lakeview Rockport ME 105 9 0 1 1 0 5 109 27 2 0 4 0 0 2 23

Skowhegan OPC Skowhegan ME 23 0 0 0 0 0 0 23 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 6

New Covenant Boston (Newton) MA 154 17 0 0 0 59 0 112 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

Grace Fall River MA 14 1 0 0 1 0 4 10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

First Pres., North Shore Ipswich MA 213 12 13 14 0 11 0 241 66 4 6 4 0 2 0 70

Merrimack Valley North Andover MA 27 1 0 0 0 1 0 27 16 2 0 0 0 0 0 18

Cape Cod West Barnstable MA 67 4 2 4 0 0 0 77 12 1 0 3 0 0 0 10

Jaffrey OPC Jaffrey NH 39 0 0 0 0 0 0 39 16 1 0 0 0 0 0 17

Amoskeag Manchester NH 86 5 4 0 0 0 5 90 39 1 0 5 0 0 1 34

Covenant Amsterdam NY 56 2 1 1 0 0 0 60 37 0 0 2 0 0 0 35

New Life Canton NY 0 19 0 29 0 0 0 48 0 1 2 0 0 0 0 3

Lisbon OPC Lisbon NY 80 0 0 0 1 29 1 49 23 0 0 0 0 0 0 23

Covenant Rochester NY 88 3 2 2 0 11 0 84 44 1 0 0 0 5 1 39

Memorial Rochester NY 84 1 6 1 2 4 0 86 36 1 0 0 1 4 0 32

Calvary Schenectady NY 121 13 5 0 4 4 6 125 62 5 0 13 0 4 8 42

Hope Syracuse NY 29 1 1 4 2 1 0 32 10 1 2 0 0 0 0 13

Covenant Barre VT 58 4 3 2 0 0 5 62 34 1 0 2 0 0 4 29

Other members 
1

17 0 0 0 0 0 0 17 9 0 0 0 0 0 0 9

Member without rights of presbytery 
2

1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0

TOTALS - NEW YORK & NEW ENGLAND 1616 102 59 74 16 148 47 1640 547 35 20 40 1 37 27 497
M

Members are on the roll of the regional church
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Pastor(s) Total Per Via

Jan Dec Act. N/A Act. N/A May Nov May Nov General Benev. Capital Offerings CM Wills

Sun. School Offerings by Type or UsageMEMBERS R Elders Deacons AM Worship

TOTAL CHURCH OFFICERS ATTENDANCE OFFERINGS & BEQUESTS ($1,000)

REGIONAL CHURCH OF NEW JERSEY, Continued
163 182 Thomas D. Church 2 1 3 1 160 162 80 83 198.4 57.3 12.8 268.5 1.9 0.0

David J. Harr 
A

47 45 Neil J. Lodge 1 1 2 1 24 22 15 13 45.9 1.7 0.0 47.6 1.1 0.0

0 0 Benjamin Alvira 
E

0 0 0 0 13 16 9 12 15.6 2.1 0.0 17.7 ### 0.0

62 70 Jeffrey T. Fartro 2 1 1 0 53 56 29 30 91.4 3.4 0.0 94.8 1.9 0.0

70 69 Kenneth J. Campbell 1 0 2 1 46 49 19 21 98.7 16.2 1.0 116.0 2.3 0.0

55 51 Claude D. DePrine III 3 0 1 0 42 45 18 21 47.6 2.6 0.1 50.3 1.3 0.0

160 151 Ronald E. Pearce 3 0 4 0 150 150 125 125 242.5 27.6 29.0 299.1 2.6 0.0

W. Frederick Rice 
A

52 56 Richard A. Nelson 2 0 1 0 37 38 19 19 77.7 16.6 1.7 96.1 2.2 0.0

26 26 James Allay 1 0 0 0 28 25 0 0 24.7 0.4 0.1 25.2 1.3 0.0

40 35 Patrick W. Malone 1 0 1 0 35 21 11 9 55.5 6.2 0.0 61.6 2.1 0.0

25 0

127 122 Michael W. Bobick 2 1 4 1 118 115 76 83 110.7 118.5 16.6 245.7 2.7 15.0

122 128 William O. Slack II 5 0 2 0 136 123 66 69 183.3 33.6 0.0 216.9 2.3 0.0

368 381 David B. Cummings 13 2 8 0 275 230 165 175 298.1 43.7 5.0 346.8 1.4 0.5

Claude A. Taylor 
A

62 26 Albert W. Steever, Jr. 2 0 0 0 25 26 8 6 62.2 5.0 0.0 67.2 2.6 0.0

112 106 Robert J. Cameron 2 0 2 0 60 60 26 26 127.2 9.1 3.3 139.6 1.7 0.0

Cornelius Johnson 
A

118 128 Martin L. Dawson 1 3 5 1 104 97 52 54 172.5 14.4 5.4 192.3 2.0 0.0

Richard S. Anderson 
E

65 59 Geoffrey L. Willour 2 1 0 0 55 47 19 22 61.1 2.6 0.0 63.7 1.7 0.0

107 96 John D. McGowan 2 0 2 0 49 61 24 35 73.0 4.5 1.6 79.1 1.0 0.0

102 66 Vacant 2 2 2 2 58 45 30 23 66.0 22.2 0.0 88.2 1.6 0.0

110 121 Stanford M. Sutton, Jr. 2 1 3 0 69 63 30 34 100.4 21.5 6.1 127.9 1.4 0.0

55 35 Howard Currie 2 2 2 0 27 25 15 15 66.0 2.0 0.0 68.0 2.3 0.0

89 85 James A. Zozzaro 4 1 1 0 70 79 16 20 65.6 19.7 0.0 85.2 1.4 604.0

28 28

1 1

2166 2067 55 16 46 7 1634 1555 852 895 2284.0 430.9 82.8 2797.6 1.8 619.6
1
 Members of former congregations et al. remaining on the roll of the regional church
2
 A minister on the roll of the regional church with ministerial credentials held in suspense per FG XXIII:18

REGIONAL CHURCH OF NEW YORK AND NEW ENGLAND, Continued
199 180 Brian D. Nolder 4 0 4 0 146 104 92 57 123.8 59.6 18.0 201.4 1.4 0.0

59 59 Gordon H. Cook, Jr. 3 0 2 0 50 45 25 19 63.5 10.3 0.7 74.5 1.5 0.0

Michael G. Fettes 
T

0 27 Paul S. MacDonald 
S

0 0 0 0 0 23 0 22 17.8 4.3 0.0 22.1 1.3 0.0

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 ###

205 175 John R. Hilbelink 5 2 5 1 110 110 101 91 147.5 64.3 12.0 223.8 1.6 0.0

132 132 Stephen J. Tracey 3 0 8 0 145 136 65 77 201.0 12.7 2.9 216.7 2.0 0.0

29 29 Harold L. Dorman 1 1 0 0 19 22 10 11 17.7 3.4 0.0 21.1 0.9 0.0

155 113 Robert H. Tanzie 
IP

1 1 0 0 132 120 90 77 168.7 11.1 0.0 179.8 1.6 0.0

14 10 Paul H. Anderson 1 0 0 0 10 15 0 0 9.9 2.7 0.0 12.6 1.3 0.0

279 311 David J. O'Leary 11 5 3 0 478 519 277 276 532.2 172.0 35.0 739.2 3.1 0.0

Gregory A. Hills 
A

43 45 Daniel L. Korzep 3 0 0 0 25 25 20 20 105.9 4.7 15.5 126.1 4.7 0.0

79 87 Charles M. Wingard 4 2 3 0 80 105 35 40 98.9 27.7 8.4 135.0 1.8 0.0

Alonso F. da Cunha 
A

55 56 Stephen A. Migotsky 2 0 0 0 47 37 14 18 57.3 5.9 0.0 63.2 1.6 0.0

125 124 Gregory E. Reynolds 2 0 4 0 86 92 65 70 172.6 7.8 1.3 181.7 2.0 0.0

93 95 Timothy H. Gregson 3 0 4 0 111 88 41 30 113.9 27.1 4.5 145.5 2.4 0.0

0 51 Laurence W. Veinott 2 0 2 0 71 60 0 35 84.7 3.1 23.0 110.8 2.3 0.0

103 72 Peter J. A. Moelker 3 1 0 0 119 101 38 34 49.3 15.7 0.0 65.0 1.3 0.0

132 123 Kevin M. Kisler 5 0 2 1 120 115 83 80 121.5 12.7 0.0 134.2 1.6 0.0

120 118 Matthew A. Judd 2 7 2 4 69 75 42 37 92.0 23.0 0.0 115.1 1.3 0.0

183 167 Thomas Trouwborst 6 0 3 1 117 128 69 80 177.0 14.6 1.7 193.3 1.5 230.0

39 45 Gerald P. Malkus 2 0 3 0 45 35 30 20 72.2 4.5 0.0 76.7 2.4 0.0

92 91 Carl A. P. Durham 2 1 2 0 64 73 40 38 83.3 7.8 138.9 230.0 3.7 0.0

Andrew H. Selle 
T

26 26

1 1

2163 2137 65 20 47 7 2044 2028 1137 1132 2510.8 495.0 261.9 3267.6 2.0 230.0
1
 Members of former congregations et al. remaining on the roll of the regional church



390 Seventy-Second General Assembly

CHURCH OR MISSION WORK

Name Town or City ST Jan Prof Reaff Xfer Dcd Dism D&E Dec Jan Bapt Par Prof Dcd Dism D&E Dec

Added Removed Added Removed

COMMUNICANT MEMBERS NONCOMMUNICANT MEMBERS

REGIONAL CHURCH OF NORTHERN CALIFORNIA

Delta Oaks Antioch CA 92 0 0 2 0 2 8 84 31 1 3 0 0 0 2 33

Covenant Berkeley CA 31 2 2 0 0 0 0 35 5 1 0 0 0 0 0 6

Providence 
M1

Castro Valley CA 0 0

Covenant Eureka CA 39 0 0 0 0 1 6 32 11 0 0 0 0 0 0 11

New Hope Hanford CA 73 4 0 0 1 2 1 73 54 3 0 2 1 0 0 54

Sovereign Grace Community Hughson CA 51 2 0 19 0 0 2 70 30 4 4 0 0 0 2 36

Grace Modesto CA 74 1 3 1 1 13 18 47 53 0 3 0 0 7 17 32

Covenant Monterey Bay CA 39 5 11 1 0 0 1 55 13 1 0 0 0 0 0 14

Trinity Novato CA 34 1 0 0 0 1 0 34 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 4

Reformation Rocklin CA 72 4 8 2 0 5 3 78 29 5 2 1 0 2 0 33

First San Francisco CA 74 0 1 2 0 1 2 74 17 0 3 0 0 0 0 20

Covenant San Jose CA 156 4 4 3 2 4 14 147 52 12 0 0 0 3 8 53

Oak Hill Sonora CA 29 0 0 8 0 0 2 35 4 0 4 0 0 0 2 6

New Covenant South San Francisco CA 53 0 2 0 1 2 3 49 16 0 0 0 0 0 4 12

First Sunnyvale CA 104 3 2 0 2 7 9 91 28 0 1 0 0 3 3 23

Grace Battle Mountain NV 19 6 0 2 1 0 2 24 6 6 2 1 0 0 0 13

Providence 
M

Las Vegas NV 25 1 5 0 0 0 2 29 16 2 0 1 0 0 2 15

Other members 
1

2 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

TOTALS - NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 967 33 38 40 8 38 73 959 369 35 22 5 1 15 40 365
M

 Members are on the roll of the regional church.
M1

 Members are on the roll of First, San Francisco, CA
1
 Members of former congregations et al. remaining on the roll of the regional church

REGIONAL CHURCH OF THE NORTHWEST

Faith Anchorage AK 49 0 1 3 0 7 0 46 23 0 2 0 0 10 0 15

Grace Wasilla AK 52 0 3 0 0 0 0 55 27 0 3 0 0 0 0 30

Arco OPC Arco ID 31 0 0 0 0 0 0 31 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 4

Sovereign Redeemer Boise ID 41 0 0 0 0 2 0 39 23 2 0 0 0 0 0 25

New Geneva Idaho Falls ID 23 1 3 0 0 0 0 27 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 3

Elkhorn 
M

Helena MT 23 1 8 0 0 0 0 32 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

Faith Covenant Kalispell MT 186 3 5 0 1 7 0 186 38 2 1 1 0 2 0 38

Garden City Missoula MT 37 5 7 0 0 0 1 48 25 0 0 0 0 0 0 25

Grace Reformed Bend OR 87 0 9 0 0 2 0 94 22 3 0 0 0 0 0 25

Faith Grants Pass OR 127 4 4 1 0 0 8 128 54 3 3 2 0 0 2 56

Trinity Medford OR 47 6 1 0 0 1 0 53 26 1 0 6 0 0 0 21

Trinity Newberg OR 65 0 2 2 1 2 0 66 14 1 0 0 0 1 0 14

First Portland OR 122 4 0 0 1 2 11 112 40 2 0 4 0 0 3 35

Covenant Grace 
M1

Roseburg OR 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Trinity Bothell WA 63 0 0 0 0 3 0 60 49 2 0 0 0 5 0 46

Puget Sound Cathlamet WA 19 0 0 2 0 0 0 21 4 0 5 0 0 0 0 9

Emmanuel 
M

Colville WA 56 0 7 0 0 0 0 63 10 4 0 0 0 0 0 14

Covenant Kennewick WA 27 1 2 0 0 0 0 30 7 1 0 1 0 0 0 7

Emmanuel Kent WA 142 2 20 0 0 6 5 153 54 8 10 0 0 5 0 67

Lynnwood OPC 
2

Lynnwood WA 122 0 19 0 2 0 4 135 46 3 12 0 0 0 4 57

Westminster 
M2

Monroe WA 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Grace Mount Vernon WA 37 1 6 5 0 0 1 48 20 6 0 1 0 0 0 25

Sovereign Grace Oak Harbor WA 43 0 6 0 0 1 0 48 21 4 2 0 0 0 0 27

Reformation 
M3

Olympia WA 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Redeeming Grace 
M4

Port Angeles WA 16 0 0 0 0 0 0 16 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 5

Other members 
1

8 0 0 0 0 0 0 8 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 4

TOTALS - NORTHWEST 1423 28 103 13 5 33 30 1499 520 42 38 15 0 23 9 553
M

 Members are on the roll of the regional church.
M1

 Members are on the roll of Faith, Grants Pass, OR
M2

 Members are on the roll of OPC, Lynnwood, WA
M3

 Members are on the roll of Emmanuel, Kent, WA
M4

 Under the oversight of session, Sovereign Grace, Oak Harbor, WA, but not included in their statistics
1
 Members of former congregations et al. remaining on the roll of the regional church
2
 Members of Grace, Mt. Vernon are reported separately for all of 2004.
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Pastor(s) Total Per Via

Jan Dec Act. N/A Act. N/A May Nov May Nov General Benev. Capital Offerings CM Wills

Sun. School Offerings by Type or UsageMEMBERS R Elders Deacons AM Worship

TOTAL CHURCH OFFICERS ATTENDANCE OFFERINGS & BEQUESTS ($1,000)

REGIONAL CHURCH OF NORTHERN CALIFORNIA, Continued
123 117 Michael D. Dengerink 2 0 4 1 116 123 74 76 141.5 9.8 3.5 154.8 1.8 0.0

36 41 Wayne K. Forkner 2 1 2 0 35 27 8 10 63.9 12.9 2.4 79.2 2.3 0.0

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 ### 0.0

50 43 Andrew J. Preston 0 0 3 0 41 43 29 19 52.1 0.8 2.5 55.3 1.7 0.0

127 127 Robert B. Needham 3 0 0 2 90 99 60 60 158.0 2.1 0.0 160.1 2.2 0.0

Jay C. Nelken 
A

81 106 Mark E. Richline 4 0 0 0 71 92 46 76 84.0 19.4 15.0 118.4 1.7 0.0

127 79 P. Shaun Bryant 0 1 0 0 98 56 75 39 121.3 15.5 0.0 136.9 2.9 0.0

52 69 Joel C. Robbins 3 1 2 0 63 85 30 35 102.5 5.6 0.0 108.1 2.0 0.0

38 38 Richard C. Miller 2 0 2 0 38 36 24 22 71.0 18.9 2.2 92.1 2.7 0.0

101 111 P. Michael DeLozier 2 0 0 0 110 115 38 42 125.0 11.8 0.0 136.8 1.8 0.0

91 94 Charles A. McIlhenny 5 0 1 0 78 81 42 57 158.0 17.9 0.0 175.9 2.4 0.0

208 200 Jeffery A. Landis 5 1 4 0 150 160 95 100 311.9 26.9 6.5 345.2 2.3 0.0

33 41 David P. Bush 0 2 1 0 43 55 17 22 86.8 15.4 3.0 105.2 3.0 0.0

69 61 Carl E. Erickson 2 2 1 0 52 40 14 10 76.2 13.8 0.0 90.0 1.8 0.0

132 114 Donald T. Owsley 2 5 1 0 105 95 50 50 183.2 72.6 25.0 280.8 3.1 0.0

25 37 Daniel F. Patterson 0 1 0 0 41 39 23 23 41.5 3.2 0.0 44.7 1.9 0.0

41 44 Michael L. Babcock 
E

0 0 0 0 41 36 22 21 56.0 0.5 0.0 56.5 1.9 0.0

2 2

1336 1324 32 14 21 3 1172 1182 647 662 1833.0 246.9 60.1 2140.0 2.2 0.0

REGIONAL CHURCH OF THE NORTHWEST, Continued
72 61 Vacant 3 0 1 0 75 75 50 50 120.6 2.8 0.0 123.5 2.7 0.0

79 85 Martin Emmrich 4 0 2 0 80 90 55 61 110.0 6.9 5.0 121.9 2.2 0.0

35 35 3 0 2 0 20 20 10 10 35.0 0.5 0.0 35.5 1.1 0.0

64 64 Vacant 3 0 1 0 50 55 20 30 45.6 4.2 0.3 50.0 1.3 0.0

26 30 David A. Bass 2 0 0 0 29 30 0 0 61.1 2.8 6.5 70.4 2.6 0.0

24 33 Richard J. Venema 
S

0 0 0 0 32 35 0 0 24.7 1.1 6.1 31.9 1.0 0.0

224 224 Brad A. Anderson 8 1 6 0 187 216 105 121 244.3 52.2 0.0 296.5 1.6 0.0

62 73 Ronald J. McKenzie 1 0 1 0 33 11 37 14 32.4 1.3 0.0 33.7 0.7 0.0

109 119 Daniel J. Dillard 1 0 0 1 73 82 25 25 108.0 10.2 1.2 119.4 1.3 0.0

181 184 G. Mark Sumpter 3 2 3 3 125 116 60 76 115.2 43.0 9.1 167.2 1.3 0.0

73 74 Jay M. Milojevich 3 2 0 0 70 74 44 44 66.3 8.2 1.8 76.3 1.4 0.0

79 80 John W. Mahaffy 4 1 1 0 87 83 51 52 74.2 38.7 5.9 118.7 1.8 23.3

162 147 Jack L. Smith 3 3 4 6 150 150 85 85 156.8 90.6 0.0 247.4 2.2 1.1

0 0 Dan McManigal 
S

0 0 0 0 32 30 22 16 30.0 0.0 0.0 30.0 ### 0.0

112 106 Marcus J. Renkema 3 0 3 1 95 95 60 60 94.6 20.4 0.6 115.7 1.9 0.0

23 30 J. Dan Kistler 
S

3 0 2 0 17 17 14 13 54.6 5.9 21.7 82.2 3.9 0.0

66 77 Jack D. Bradley 
E

0 0 0 0 62 68 0 0 87.9 0.0 0.0 87.9 1.4 0.0

34 37 Mark A. Collingridge 1 0 0 0 48 45 35 27 3.3 2.3 0.0 5.6 0.2 0.0

196 220 Randall A. Bergquist 4 1 4 1 186 218 151 155 212.9 104.6 8.7 326.2 2.1 0.0

Andrew M. Elam 
A

168 192 J. Peter Vosteen 5 0 3 3 112 140 51 59 109.9 70.0 25.0 204.8 1.5 0.0

David W. Inks 
A

0 0 David W. Inks 
E

0 0 0 0 27 27 12 17 28.7 1.1 0.0 29.8 ### 0.0

57 73 David J. Klein 2 0 0 0 67 71 46 50 69.9 5.1 0.0 75.0 1.6 0.0

64 75 Robert C. Van Kooten 1 0 5 0 71 73 0 0 103.3 6.1 0.0 109.4 2.3 0.0

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 ###

21 21 William Renkema 
S

0 0 0 0 32 29 19 16 31.4 1.0 0.0 32.4 2.0 0.0

12 12

1943 2052 57 10 38 15 1760 1850 952 981 2020.8 478.7 91.9 2591.4 1.7 24.5



392 Seventy-Second General Assembly

CHURCH OR MISSION WORK

Name Town or City ST Jan Prof Reaff Xfer Dcd Dism D&E Dec Jan Bapt Par Prof Dcd Dism D&E Dec

Added Removed Added Removed

COMMUNICANT MEMBERS NONCOMMUNICANT MEMBERS

REGIONAL CHURCH OF OHIO

Christ Covenant 
M1

Indianapolis IN 21 0 1 3 0 0 0 25 5 1 0 0 0 0 0 6

Christ Covenant Sheridan IN 0 3 42 2 0 0 0 47 0 3 8 0 0 0 0 11

Grace Columbus OH 199 5 0 12 1 13 0 202 83 7 13 1 0 6 0 96

Covenant Dayton (Vandalia) OH 81 0 0 3 0 0 0 84 38 2 0 0 0 0 0 40

Redeemer Dayton (BeavercreekOH 66 1 8 2 0 7 1 69 30 0 3 1 0 7 0 25

Covenant Mansfield OH 58 11 1 4 0 0 0 74 23 1 0 10 0 0 0 14

Providence Pickerington OH 32 1 0 2 0 4 1 30 25 0 0 1 0 11 0 13

Trinity Franklin PA 25 0 0 0 0 14 0 11 7 1 0 0 0 7 0 1

Covenant Grove City PA 115 6 5 5 1 0 4 126 53 4 10 2 0 0 0 65

Calvary Harrisville PA 94 2 1 6 2 0 1 100 56 1 0 2 0 0 4 51

Westminster Hollidaysburg PA 155 2 2 0 0 3 0 156 45 1 0 1 0 1 1 43

Faith Indiana PA 35 2 2 0 0 0 4 35 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 6

Westminster Johnstown PA 32 0 0 2 0 1 1 32 7 2 0 1 0 0 0 8

Immanuel Oakdale (West AlleghPA 0 0 0 36 0 1 0 35 0 0 23 0 0 0 0 23

Covenant Pittsburgh PA 114 5 0 0 3 0 0 116 43 1 0 5 0 0 0 39

Nashua Pulaski (Edinburg) PA 53 0 2 6 0 0 8 53 24 1 0 0 0 0 11 14

Grace Sewickley PA 103 1 0 2 0 38 2 66 56 3 0 1 0 23 1 34

Trinity 
M2

Huntington WV 0 0

Reformation Morgantown WV 51 0 4 7 0 1 0 61 17 0 5 0 0 0 1 21

TOTALS - OHIO 1234 39 68 92 7 82 22 1322 518 28 62 25 0 55 18 510
M1

 Under the oversight of session, Redeemer, Dayton, OH, but not included in their statistics
M2

 Members are on the roll of Grace, Columbus, OH

REGIONAL CHURCH OF PHILADELPHIA

Grace Middletown DE 43 0 2 0 0 5 0 40 31 0 0 0 0 2 0 29

Emmanuel Wilmington DE 210 1 0 6 3 11 2 201 60 5 6 0 0 11 0 60

Living Hope Allentown PA 90 1 1 3 4 0 3 88 29 2 3 0 0 0 1 33

Christ Community Bethlehem PA 60 0 0 3 0 5 2 56 13 0 0 0 0 0 0 13

Faith 
M

Broomall PA 17 0 0 3 0 0 0 20 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 4

Redeemer 
M1

Carlisle PA 0 0 0 0

Covenant Easton PA 31 2 3 2 1 3 0 34 7 3 0 0 0 0 0 10

Faith Fawn Grove PA 76 0 0 0 0 0 1 75 29 1 0 0 0 0 0 30

Living Hope Gettysburg PA 75 2 0 0 1 0 4 72 38 0 0 2 0 0 0 36

Calvary Glenside PA 150 2 4 10 0 8 2 156 65 4 8 1 0 6 0 70

Gwynedd Valley Gwynedd PA 73 2 0 11 1 7 8 70 30 1 7 2 0 5 1 30

[Grace - left the OPC] Hanover PA 28 0 0 0 0 0 28 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0

Trinity Hatboro PA 206 5 4 3 3 3 0 212 54 2 1 1 0 2 0 54

New Life Lampeter PA 22 0 0 1 0 0 1 22 1 2 0 0 0 0 1 2

Knox Lansdowne PA 16 0 0 0 0 1 0 15 13 1 0 0 0 0 0 14

Grace Fellowship Mansfield PA 24 1 0 0 0 5 2 18 14 0 0 1 0 3 1 9

Calvary Middletown PA 118 11 2 12 4 2 0 137 28 4 5 2 0 1 0 34

Bethany Oxford PA 194 0 0 0 2 3 39 150 67 3 0 0 0 4 7 59

First 
M

Perkasie PA 9 0 0 0 0 0 0 9 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 2

Emmanuel Chapel Philadelphia PA 126 5 20 0 1 1 9 140 43 2 1 1 0 0 0 45

Gereja Protestant Indonesia 
M

Philadelphia PA 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Grace Philadelphia PA 44 0 11 0 0 0 0 55 15 1 2 0 0 0 0 18

Grace Fellowship Philadelphia PA 41 1 0 0 0 6 3 33 28 3 0 0 0 9 1 21

Pilgrim Philadelphia PA 105 5 0 0 1 0 0 109 30 0 4 0 0 0 0 34

[Living Word Community] 
M3

Pottstown PA 22 1 3 0 0 26 0 0 11 0 0 1 0 10 0 0

Covenant Reading PA 111 12 8 0 0 2 0 129 65 1 0 11 0 3 0 52

Pocono Tannersville PA 28 2 0 0 0 0 0 30 10 0 0 2 0 0 0 8

Susquehanna Bible Fellowshi Wilkes-Barre PA 0 0 23 3 0 0 0 26 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 2

New Life Williamsport PA 65 3 7 5 1 1 1 77 23 1 1 0 0 0 0 25

Yardley 
M

Yardley PA 10 0 0 0 0 0 0 10 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 3

Other members 1 43 0 0 0 0 0 0 43 19 0 0 0 0 0 0 19
TOTALS - PHILADELPHIA 2037 56 88 62 22 89 105 2027 733 36 40 24 0 56 13 716
M

 Members are on the roll of the regional church.
M1

 Members are on the roll of Calvary, Middletown, PA
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Pastor(s) Total Per Via

Jan Dec Act. N/A Act. N/A May Nov May Nov General Benev. Capital Offerings CM Wills

Sun. School Offerings by Type or UsageMEMBERS R Elders Deacons AM Worship

TOTAL CHURCH OFFICERS ATTENDANCE OFFERINGS & BEQUESTS ($1,000)

REGIONAL CHURCH OF OHIO, Continued

26 31 Larry E. Wilson 
E

0 0 0 0 28 32 14 14 36.7 0.0 0.0 36.7 1.5 0.0

0 58 Mark S. Melton 3 0 2 1 60 65 0 0 89.9 1.0 0.0 90.9 1.9 0.0

282 298 William B. Kessler 5 2 5 1 183 252 112 125 336.5 40.0 1.9 378.4 1.9 0.0

119 124 L. Charles Jackson 2 2 4 0 115 120 48 48 160.3 0.0 0.0 160.3 1.9 0.0

96 94 Michael F. Frangipane 3 1 3 1 95 90 60 55 171.3 12.3 0.0 183.7 2.7 0.0

Larry E. Wilson 
A

81 88 Vacant 4 0 4 0 86 77 67 41 66.6 9.4 15.7 91.7 1.2 0.0

57 43 Luis A. Orteza 3 1 1 0 45 40 32 27 58.4 7.7 0.0 66.1 2.2 0.0

32 12 Vacant 2 0 0 0 21 11 15 7 29.5 1.5 0.0 31.0 2.8 0.0

168 191 Gerald C. Dodds 6 0 4 0 200 210 105 114 147.6 27.2 2.0 176.7 1.4 0.0

150 151 Peter J. Puliatti 6 0 5 0 114 111 66 68 84.8 25.5 1.5 111.8 1.1 0.0

200 199 Mark R. Brown 6 3 9 1 140 125 60 70 163.4 77.5 0.0 240.8 1.5 0.0

41 41 Douglas W. Snyder 2 0 0 0 42 41 26 26 64.1 0.4 5.3 69.8 2.0 0.0

39 40 James J. Cassidy 3 0 2 0 37 43 20 23 52.5 3.0 0.0 55.5 1.7 0.0

0 58 Robert L. Broline, Jr. 2 1 2 0 53 53 42 43 67.8 3.8 0.4 72.0 2.1 0.0

157 155 John W. Wilson 4 2 5 1 115 110 70 71 147.0 52.5 0.0 199.5 1.7 40.0

77 67 Steven F. Miller 4 0 1 0 55 59 27 34 65.5 13.1 5.2 83.8 1.6 0.0

159 100 R. Daniel Knox 3 0 2 0 90 90 75 75 103.0 62.0 22.0 187.0 2.8 0.0

0 0 None 0 0 0 0 11 11 11 11 24.3 1.1 0.0 25.5 ### 0.0

68 82 Lawrence Semel 3 0 1 0 76 80 51 57 90.7 33.3 0.0 123.9 2.0 0.0

1752 1832 61 12 50 5 1566 1620 901 909 1959.9 371.3 53.9 2385.1 1.8 40.0

REGIONAL CHURCH OF PHILADELPHIA, Continued
74 69 Robert P. Harting, Jr. 1 0 1 0 35 35 10 10 41.7 2.0 2.5 46.2 1.2 0.6

270 261 Robert W. A. Letham 8 8 7 2 182 186 84 112 307.3 92.5 34.3 434.2 2.2 4.0

S. Edd Cathey 
A

119 121 Tim W. Young 4 0 2 0 134 128 99 97 208.9 22.7 17.8 249.4 2.8 0.0

Harold A. McKenzie 
A

73 69 Vacant 2 2 2 1 82 40 70 35 78.7 4.5 6.0 89.1 1.6 0.0

21 24 Timothy G. Walker 
E

0 0 0 0 32 19 21 16 85.4 3.5 0.0 89.0 4.4 0.0

0 0 John W. Mallin III 
S

0 0 0 0 50 50 0 0 57.4 9.3 0.0 66.6 ### 0.0

38 44 Graham C. Harbman 3 1 1 0 51 45 47 34 62.0 4.5 0.0 66.4 2.0 0.0

105 105 Douglas C. Winward, Jr. 4 0 3 0 45 45 30 30 93.3 11.7 12.0 117.0 1.6 0.0

113 108 John D. Van Meerbeke 5 0 0 0 51 41 24 24 58.3 7.3 0.0 65.5 0.9 0.0

215 226 A. Craig Troxel 6 2 3 0 162 149 50 50 183.4 137.1 0.0 320.5 2.1 7.3

103 100 John Currie 
S

0 1 2 0 104 98 72 71 141.2 15.4 10.5 167.0 2.4 38.4

H. R. (Buster) McLeod 
A

29 0

260 266 George R. Cottenden 7 3 6 2 167 160 105 109 196.7 79.8 13.6 290.2 1.4 10.0

Larry J. Westerveld 
A

23 24 Michael Galus 
S

1 0 0 0 25 29 17 14 42.6 3.9 0.1 46.6 2.1 0.0

29 29 W. Scott Emery 2 0 0 0 22 23 10 10 40.7 1.5 0.0 42.2 2.8 0.0

38 27 Joel C. Kershner 2 1 0 0 28 29 16 18 26.8 2.9 1.2 31.0 1.7 0.0

146 171 Arthur J. Fox 6 0 4 1 96 111 57 74 127.7 26.2 0.2 154.1 1.1 0.0

261 209 Mark W. Holler 0 7 5 0 132 158 65 65 118.3 59.7 28.1 206.2 1.4 0.0

11 11 Richard S. MacLaren 
E

0 0 0 0 17 20 8 8 19.5 0.0 0.0 19.5 2.2 0.0

169 185 Wilson L. Cummings 1 0 2 0 103 108 30 39 88.0 35.3 7.0 130.2 0.9 0.0

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 ###

59 73 George F. Morton 1 0 1 0 80 85 0 15 71.2 9.4 0.0 80.6 1.5 0.0

69 54 Vacant 2 0 1 0 33 28 26 23 70.4 3.5 0.0 73.9 2.2 0.0

135 143 Edward N. Gross 5 0 3 3 110 90 60 60 117.0 20.7 0.0 137.7 1.3 0.0

Barry A. Traver 
T

33 0 0 0 0 0 33 21 27 18 44.2 0.8 0.0 45.0 ### 0.0

176 181 Vacant 3 1 3 0 190 200 110 110 212.3 43.9 4.8 261.1 2.0 0.0

38 38 Thomas A. Foh 2 1 0 0 28 30 16 17 42.4 3.2 9.5 55.1 1.8 0.0

0 28 Edward D. Guyer 1 0 0 0 0 32 0 28 31.6 4.9 0.0 36.4 1.4 0.0

88 102 Paul N. Browne 3 0 2 0 94 101 31 54 125.2 19.8 38.1 183.0 2.4 0.0

13 13 0 0 0 0 20 25 10 12 40.0 2.0 0.0 42.0 4.2 0.0

62 62
2770 2743 69 27 48 9 2106 2086 1095 1153 2732.2 627.8 185.8 3545.8 1.7 60.3

M3
 Mission work was terminated on 18 December 2004.

1
 Members of former congregations et al. remaining on the roll of the regional church
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CHURCH OR MISSION WORK

Name Town or City ST Jan Prof Reaff Xfer Dcd Dism D&E Dec Jan Bapt Par Prof Dcd Dism D&E Dec

Added Removed Added Removed

COMMUNICANT MEMBERS NONCOMMUNICANT MEMBERS

REGIONAL CHURCH OF THE SOUTH

Redeemer Birmingham AL 21 0 0 2 0 0 0 23 21 3 0 0 0 0 0 24

Providence 
M

Madison AL 22 0 0 1 0 0 0 23 18 0 3 0 0 0 0 21

Heritage Mobile AL 41 0 0 0 0 4 0 37 9 1 0 0 0 3 0 7

Providence 
M

Bradenton FL 0 3 0 8 0 0 0 11 0 0 8 0 0 0 0 8

Covenant Reformed Fort Pierce FL 38 0 7 0 1 0 1 43 12 2 1 0 0 0 0 15

Sharon Hialeah FL 23 1 0 0 0 0 1 23 15 0 0 0 0 0 0 15

Keys Chapel Key West FL 20 1 0 2 0 5 0 18 8 0 0 1 0 2 0 5

Fellowship Lake Worth FL 31 0 0 0 1 2 0 28 15 1 0 0 0 0 0 16

Grace Niceville FL 11 0 0 0 0 0 0 11 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 5

Faith Ocala FL 24 3 6 3 1 0 0 35 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 5

Lake Sherwood Orlando FL 155 2 7 4 0 29 12 127 52 0 4 0 0 14 8 34

Reformation Oviedo FL 0 0 6 24 0 1 0 29 0 1 12 0 0 2 0 11

Covenant 
M1

Pensacola FL 41 0 2 4 3 0 0 44 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 3

Hope 
M

Saint Cloud FL 12 0 0 0 0 0 0 12 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 2

Calvary Tallahassee FL 104 0 4 9 0 5 0 112 37 0 0 0 0 3 0 34

Covenant 
M

Natchitoches LA 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 7

Christ 
M

New Orleans LA 21 3 0 2 0 1 0 25 17 2 0 0 0 0 0 19

Pineville Pineville LA 68 2 3 0 1 1 6 65 18 1 0 0 0 3 3 13

Covenant Forest MS 52 0 1 0 0 2 0 51 23 0 0 0 0 0 0 23

TOTALS - SOUTH 688 15 36 59 7 50 20 721 267 11 28 1 0 27 11 267
M

 Members are on the roll of the regional church.
M1

 Under the oversight of session, Calvary OPC, Tallahassee, FL, but not included in their statistics

REGIONAL CHURCH OF THE SOUTHEAST

Westminster 
M

Carrollton GA 13 1 0 0 0 0 0 14 9 0 0 1 0 0 0 8

Redeemer Doraville GA 132 2 0 4 1 1 3 133 49 2 0 0 0 0 0 51

Covenant La Grange GA 50 1 3 0 0 2 0 52 37 2 0 1 0 5 0 33

Geneva Marietta GA 82 1 4 0 0 7 8 72 36 1 0 0 0 3 2 32

Christ London KY 14 2 6 8 0 2 3 25 15 10 5 2 0 0 1 27

Covenant Reformed 
M1

Neon KY 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Redeemer Charlotte NC 42 1 2 3 0 0 0 48 17 1 0 0 0 0 0 18

Christ Etowah NC 17 0 0 0 0 0 0 17 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Catawba Valley Granite Falls NC 18 0 0 0 0 0 0 18 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 3

Providence Greensboro NC 55 5 0 6 0 1 0 65 15 0 2 0 0 0 0 17

Reformed Bible 
M

Hickory NC 24 1 0 1 0 7 0 19 4 1 0 0 0 0 0 5

Matthews OPC Matthews NC 148 0 0 1 0 3 1 145 59 2 0 0 0 6 0 55

Covenant Reformed Mount Airy NC 33 1 3 0 0 1 4 32 16 2 0 0 0 0 0 18

Covenant New Bern NC 48 0 0 1 0 0 7 42 25 1 0 0 0 0 6 20

Pilgrim Raleigh NC 73 1 10 0 1 5 1 77 41 2 2 1 0 4 0 40

Providence 
M

Aiken SC 0 0 1 26 1 0 0 26 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 3

First Greenville SC 6 1 0 1 0 0 0 8 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 7

Trinity Reformed Bristol TN 34 0 0 3 1 6 2 28 20 1 1 0 0 2 2 18

Cornerstone Chattanooga TN 73 2 3 1 1 10 1 67 22 3 0 2 0 1 0 22

Faith 
M

Cookeville TN 10 0 0 2 0 0 0 12 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 2

Sandy Springs Maryville TN 47 0 0 0 0 5 0 42 3 0 0 0 0 1 0 2

Providence Chilhowie VA 57 5 4 0 0 3 0 63 19 4 0 3 0 3 0 17

Grace Lynchburg VA 49 2 5 0 0 2 0 54 31 2 0 2 0 0 0 31

Garst Mill Roanoke VA 19 0 1 0 0 2 0 18 8 0 0 0 0 0 0 8

TOTALS - SOUTHEAST 1044 26 42 57 5 57 30 1077 438 34 13 12 0 25 11 437
M

 Members are on the roll of the regional church.
M1

 Members are on the roll of Providence, Chilhowie, VA
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Pastor(s) Total Per Via

Jan Dec Act. N/A Act. N/A May Nov May Nov General Benev. Capital Offerings CM Wills

Sun. School Offerings by Type or UsageMEMBERS R Elders Deacons AM Worship

TOTAL CHURCH OFFICERS ATTENDANCE OFFERINGS & BEQUESTS ($1,000)

REGIONAL CHURCH OF THE SOUTH, Continued
42 47 Vacant 2 0 1 0 50 50 0 0 76.5 6.4 0.0 82.9 3.6 0.0

Carl G. Russell 
T

40 44 Mark A. Winder 
E

0 0 0 0 37 38 31 32 65.0 9.7 0.0 74.7 3.2 0.0

50 44 Kenneth L. Wendland 2 0 0 1 24 40 20 22 58.1 0.0 0.0 58.1 1.6 0.0

0 19 0 0 0 0 21 26 0 0 47.0 0.0 0.0 47.0 4.3 0.0

50 58 Robert A. Berry, Jr. 2 0 1 0 50 70 30 35 180.0 7.0 24.7 211.7 4.9 0.0

38 38 Jeffrey K. Boer 1 1 0 1 22 22 0 0 67.5 8.2 0.0 75.7 3.3 0.0

28 23 William V. Welzien 0 0 0 0 35 45 20 20 161.2 9.5 8.1 178.7 9.9 0.0

46 44 Henry Stanke 1 2 1 2 39 47 22 20 90.9 4.1 0.0 95.0 3.4 0.0

16 16 Harold E. Thomas 1 0 0 0 18 18 5 5 23.0 0.0 0.0 23.0 2.1 0.0

29 40 Chad C. Sadorf 3 0 1 0 31 32 15 15 46.0 2.6 0.0 48.6 1.4 0.0

207 161 Larry G. Mininger 6 0 5 0 111 104 61 65 178.8 55.1 0.0 233.9 1.8 0.0

0 40 Eric B. Watkins 1 0 0 0 40 34 0 0 59.5 2.4 0.6 62.5 2.2 0.0

David E. Chilton 
A

44 47 John Schortmann 
S

0 0 0 0 60 85 30 30 145.0 0.0 0.0 145.0 3.3 0.0

14 14 Dan S. Hickman II 
S

0 0 0 0 14 23 10 10 45.2 2.0 0.5 47.7 4.0 0.0

141 146 William M. Hobbs 4 2 5 0 123 129 75 86 161.2 108.5 38.8 308.5 2.8 0.0

11 11 Vacant 0 0 0 0 25 20 20 16 38.3 1.5 0.0 39.8 10.0 0.0

38 44 Russell J. Hamilton 
E

0 0 0 0 49 48 22 25 55.2 0.7 0.0 55.9 2.2 0.0

86 78 Jack W. Sawyer 3 3 4 0 70 70 40 40 99.3 28.6 0.0 127.8 2.0 0.0

75 74 Mark T. Smith 4 0 3 0 64 68 30 30 83.7 0.0 0.0 83.7 1.6 0.0

955 988 30 8 21 4 883 969 431 451 1681.4 246.3 72.8 2000.5 2.8 0.0

REGIONAL CHURCH OF THE SOUTHEAST, Continued

22 22 0 0 0 0 22 22 0 0 33.6 0.2 0.0 33.8 2.4 0.0

181 184 Thomas S. Champness, Jr. 6 0 6 2 141 129 93 85 172.5 66.2 0.0 238.7 1.8 0.0

87 85 A. Boyd Miller IV 3 0 4 0 80 73 47 54 103.1 24.6 17.3 145.0 2.8 0.0

118 104 John V. Fesko 2 0 1 0 85 67 35 30 135.3 1.9 3.2 140.4 1.9 0.0

29 52 D. Patrick Ramsey 2 0 0 0 47 41 45 38 44.8 3.9 0.0 48.7 1.9 0.0

0 0 John W. Belden 
E

0 0 0 0 24 32 21 22 26.7 1.7 0.0 28.4 ### 0.0

59 66 Cliff L. Blair 2 0 3 0 58 60 49 55 105.0 48.4 3.0 156.5 3.3 0.0

George W. Knight III 
T

17 17 Roy Davenport 2 1 1 0 20 20 19 19 14.0 0.3 0.0 14.3 0.8 0.0

21 21 Mark J. Larson 2 0 1 0 16 19 16 19 14.1 0.1 0.0 14.2 0.8 0.0

70 82 Arie van Eyk 2 0 1 0 55 70 0 0 107.1 35.8 0.0 142.9 2.2 0.0

28 24 E. Cody Ray 
E

0 0 0 0 28 33 25 31 54.1 2.2 0.0 56.3 3.0 0.0

207 200 T. Nathan Trice 3 0 4 0 190 188 65 65 315.6 112.0 0.0 427.5 2.9 0.0

49 50 Brenton C. Ferry 2 3 0 0 52 56 35 30 60.0 8.1 14.1 82.2 2.6 0.0

73 62 M. Daniel Fincham 2 0 0 0 53 44 37 34 146.7 6.1 0.0 152.7 3.6 0.0

114 117 Douglas M. Withington 2 0 1 0 119 144 75 80 163.1 33.9 0.0 197.0 2.6 0.0

0 29 0 0 0 0 35 35 0 0 48.5 0.0 0.0 48.5 1.9

13 15 Vacant 1 0 0 0 28 28 0 0 30.3 0.0 0.0 30.3 3.8 0.0

54 46 Vacant 3 0 0 0 38 41 35 35 32.4 0.4 0.0 32.8 1.2 0.0

95 89 Robert Y. Eckardt 2 0 3 0 84 86 33 45 79.8 14.9 41.5 136.2 2.0 0.0

W. Ralph English 
T

12 14 None 0 0 0 0 10 19 0 0 19.5 2.1 0.0 21.6 1.8 0.0

50 44 Vacant 1 0 1 0 37 35 31 20 67.9 6.2 0.0 74.0 1.8 0.0

76 80 Hank L.Belfield 4 0 0 0 42 45 24 28 55.7 3.1 0.0 58.8 0.9 0.0

John W. Belden 
A

80 85 Richard E. Knodel, Jr. 2 1 1 0 87 70 72 55 76.5 3.4 9.2 89.1 1.7 0.0

John W. Jamison 
E

27 26 Richard L. Horner 2 0 0 0 25 25 17 18 45.6 0.7 0.0 46.3 2.6 0.0

1482 1514 45 5 27 2 1376 1382 774 763 1951.9 376.1 88.3 2416.3 2.2 0.0
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CHURCH OR MISSION WORK

Name Town or City ST Jan Prof Reaff Xfer Dcd Dism D&E Dec Jan Bapt Par Prof Dcd Dism D&E Dec

Added Removed Added Removed

COMMUNICANT MEMBERS NONCOMMUNICANT MEMBERS

REGIONAL CHURCH OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

Calvin Phoenix AZ 92 6 0 7 1 10 3 91 25 0 5 0 0 14 0 16

Prescott Prescott AZ 49 0 2 0 1 4 3 43 12 5 0 0 0 0 2 15

Bonita Bonita CA 87 4 1 5 0 2 6 89 26 1 5 1 0 1 0 30

Grace Carson CA 44 0 0 0 1 0 0 43 22 0 0 0 0 0 0 22

Bayview Chula Vista CA 152 2 1 2 2 5 2 148 38 2 1 1 0 0 0 40

Grace Costa Mesa CA 109 5 2 9 0 36 12 77 32 2 2 5 0 12 0 19

Theophilus Diamond Bar CA 87 0 0 1 0 0 0 88 35 3 0 0 0 0 0 38

OP Chapel 
M

Escondido CA 28 4 2 9 0 9 0 34 27 2 3 3 0 6 0 23

El Camino Goleta CA 51 1 2 0 0 3 6 45 4 2 3 0 0 0 0 9

New Life La Mesa CA 390 0 0 0 0 0 0 390 117 0 0 0 0 0 0 117

Calvary La Mirada CA 44 0 1 14 1 2 4 52 11 1 2 0 0 1 0 13

Faith Long Beach CA 145 3 2 6 3 5 5 143 42 2 0 3 0 3 5 33

Beverly Los Angeles CA 28 0 0 0 0 0 0 28 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 6

Iglesia Evangelica Ref. 
M1

Los Angeles CA 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 2

Covenant 
M2

Mira Mesa CA 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Redeeming Grace 
M

Mission Viejo CA 30 3 0 0 0 3 3 27 16 0 0 3 0 5 0 8

Sovereign Grace 
M3

Moreno Valley CA 39 1 4 7 1 1 1 48 8 6 3 0 0 0 0 17

Covenant of Grace Oxnard CA 40 4 2 1 0 0 1 46 4 7 0 0 0 0 0 11

Providence Reformed 
M

Paso Robles CA 54 6 0 0 0 10 0 50 33 0 0 2 0 2 9 20

Sovereign Grace Ramona CA 22 0 0 0 1 0 0 21 14 0 0 0 0 0 0 14

Iglesia Del Señor Viviente 
M1

Santa Ana CA 8 0 0 2 0 0 0 10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Redeemer Santa Maria CA 37 0 0 0 0 0 0 37 17 0 0 0 0 0 0 17

Valley Santee CA 29 0 0 0 0 0 0 29 13 0 0 0 0 0 0 13

Providence 
M4

Temecula CA 0 0 0 0

Branch of Hope Torrance CA 166 11 28 11 0 0 0 216 75 5 2 11 0 0 0 71

Harvest Vista CA 168 3 6 0 1 19 2 155 67 7 0 1 0 8 0 65

Resurrection 
M1

Westminster CA 12 0 1 0 0 0 0 13 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 6

Westminster Westminster CA 122 4 4 8 0 13 7 118 41 3 7 4 0 9 11 27

Other members 
1

39 0 0 0 0 0 0 39 12 0 0 0 0 0 0 12

TOTALS - SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 2077 57 58 82 12 122 55 2085 705 48 33 34 0 61 27 664
M

 Members are on the roll of the regional church
M1

 Under the oversight of session, OPC, Westminster, CA, but not included in their statistics
M2 

Members are on the roll of Theophilus, Diamond Bar, CA

REGIONAL CHURCH OF THE SOUTHWEST

Covenant of Grace Albuquerque NM 83 3 0 2 1 8 0 79 25 2 4 0 0 0 0 31

Grace Norman OK 20 1 0 2 0 0 1 22 5 1 0 1 0 0 0 5

Knox Oklahoma City OK 47 0 1 4 0 0 6 46 16 0 1 0 0 0 0 17

Covenant Abilene TX 31 1 0 2 1 1 1 31 14 3 0 0 0 0 0 17

Christ Covenant Amarillo TX 109 1 10 0 0 6 2 112 35 1 5 0 0 0 0 41

Providence Austin TX 82 4 3 0 1 5 6 77 35 3 0 2 0 3 3 30

Christ Covenant Dallas-SW TX 37 1 5 3 0 2 6 38 20 0 0 0 0 0 1 19

Redeemer Denton TX 27 1 0 0 0 2 0 26 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 6

Covenant Fort Worth TX 64 3 4 0 0 1 0 70 26 4 0 2 0 0 0 28

Faith Garland TX 17 0 3 6 0 0 2 24 9 0 8 0 0 0 3 14

Providence 
M

Kingwood (Houston) TX 26 0 0 8 0 2 0 32 21 0 1 0 0 6 0 16

Christ the King 
M

Longview TX 6 0 2 2 0 0 0 10 3 1 1 0 0 0 0 5

Covenant of Grace 
M1

Plainview TX 0 0

Grace San Antonio TX 85 2 9 8 2 7 1 94 27 8 12 0 0 1 0 46

Tyler OPC Tyler (Flint) TX 66 3 2 0 0 2 0 69 12 2 0 3 0 1 0 10

Grace Wichita Falls TX 16 0 2 2 0 2 0 18 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0

Other members 
1

9 0 0 0 0 0 0 9 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

TOTALS - SOUTHWEST 725 20 41 39 5 38 25 757 255 25 32 8 0 12 7 285
M

 Members are on the roll of the regional church.
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Pastor(s) Total Per Via

Jan Dec Act. N/A Act. N/A May Nov May Nov General Benev. Capital Offerings CM Wills

Sun. School Offerings by Type or UsageMEMBERS R Elders Deacons AM Worship

TOTAL CHURCH OFFICERS ATTENDANCE OFFERINGS & BEQUESTS ($1,000)

REGIONAL CHURCH OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA, Continued
117 107 Wayne A. Buchtel 5 1 3 2 69 74 35 37 150.0 12.8 0.6 163.3 1.8 0.0

61 58 Charles K. Perkins 0 3 0 0 47 57 31 37 63.5 0.6 0.0 64.1 1.5 0.0

113 119 Stephen L. Parker 4 1 2 0 78 85 47 53 153.1 21.8 0.0 174.8 2.0 0.0

66 65 Vacant 4 0 3 0 53 46 22 22 23.5 27.4 20.5 71.4 1.7 0.0

190 188 Roger Wagner 6 0 6 0 137 138 91 96 226.2 32.0 0.0 258.2 1.7 10.1

George C. Scipione 
A

Jerome A. Farnik 
E

141 96 Michael D. Pasarilla 3 0 4 1 83 74 33 30 176.7 50.4 0.0 227.1 2.9 0.0

122 126 Yong H. Kim 3 0 4 0 130 130 70 70 204.0 90.0 10.0 304.0 3.5 0.0

Yousik Hong 
A

55 57 Zachary R. Keele 
E

0 0 0 0 68 62 36 30 51.3 7.7 0.0 58.9 1.7 0.0

55 54 Douglas P. Harley 3 1 3 1 55 45 13 13 101.4 20.1 0.0 121.5 2.7 0.0

507 507 0 0 0 0 330 0 115 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

55 65 Donald G. Buchanan, Jr. 4 4 2 2 62 67 25 26 110.5 36.9 11.5 159.0 3.1 170.1

Robert G. Herrmann 
A

187 176 Daniel H. Overduin 5 0 3 1 145 140 58 68 173.3 76.1 0.0 249.4 1.7 0.0

34 34 0 0 0 0 22 0 16 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

7 7 Gonzalo Salinas 
E

0 0 0 0 5 5 0 0 7.6 0.6 8.2 16.3 3.3 0.0

0 0

46 35 Douglas L. Watson 
E

0 0 1 0 38 31 23 20 69.7 3.6 0.0 73.3 2.7 0.0

47 65 Robert G. Herrmann 
E

0 0 0 0 57 47 23 28 82.0 5.8 42.7 130.5 2.7 0.0

44 57 Mark C. Mueller 2 3 0 0 45 45 16 34 96.4 10.6 0.0 107.1 2.3 0.0

87 70 Marcus J. Serven 
E

0 0 0 0 80 70 0 0 76.7 3.2 20.0 99.9 2.0 0.0

36 35 Bruce M. Brawdy 2 1 0 0 39 40 20 20 73.1 3.8 0.0 76.9 3.7 0.0

8 10 Stephen A. Larson 
E

0 0 0 0 16 16 0 0 9.3 7.2 0.0 16.5 1.7 0.0

54 54 Nicholas T. S. Ganas 1 0 0 0 69 85 39 52 84.9 6.4 0.0 91.3 2.5 0.0

42 42 Vacant 0 0 0 0 17 17 10 10 25.2 0.0 0.0 25.2 0.9 0.0

0 0 Jesse A. J. Pirschel 
E

0 0 0 0 70 75 60 65 88.0 5.0 0.0 93.0 ### 0.0

Benjamin K. Wikner 
T

241 287 Paul Viggiano 6 0 8 1 210 221 96 92 417.0 26.2 1.3 444.5 2.1 0.0

235 220 Mark A. Schroeder 5 0 4 0 135 135 100 105 108.0 41.0 35.0 184.0 1.2 0.0

Jesse A. J. Pirschel 
A

18 19 0 0 0 0 29 30 15 15 11.5 0.0 0.0 11.5 0.9 0.0

163 145 William J. Gorrell 9 0 4 0 104 108 52 57 165.0 83.8 3.2 252.0 2.1 0.0

Stephen A. Larson 
A

Gonzalo Salinas 
A

51 51

2782 2749 62 14 47 8 2193 1843 1046 980 2747.8 573.1 153.0 3473.9 1.7 180.2
M3

 Under the oversight of session, Calvary, La Mirada, CA, but not included in their statistics
M4

 Members are on the roll of Harvest, Vista, CA (changed from the 2003 report).
1
 Members of former congregations et al. remaining on the roll of the regional church

REGIONAL CHURCH OF THE SOUTHWEST, Continued
108 110 John R. Hunt, Jr. 4 1 2 0 96 97 0 16 127.1 2.6 0.0 129.7 1.6 0.0

25 27 M. Scott Johnson 1 0 0 0 22 24 9 9 48.3 5.8 0.0 54.1 2.5 0.0

63 63 Vacant 1 0 2 0 40 40 19 19 65.5 5.5 0.0 71.0 1.5 0.0

45 48 Robert A. Lotzer 2 0 0 0 35 41 29 30 69.6 8.0 0.0 77.5 2.5 0.0

144 153 David T. Brack 5 0 4 0 98 93 89 80 195.4 22.8 0.0 218.2 1.9 0.0

Kevin W. Van Der Linden 
E

117 107 F. Allan Story, Jr. 2 0 2 1 106 93 61 61 200.5 28.8 33.2 262.5 3.4 0.0

57 57 Joseph A. Keller 2 1 1 1 48 59 38 53 67.4 7.4 0.0 74.8 2.0 0.0

33 32 Vacant 2 0 1 0 25 20 15 0 13.3 0.1 0.0 13.3 0.5 0.0

90 98 Todd S. Bordow 4 0 2 0 75 75 0 0 89.2 8.0 0.0 97.2 1.4 0.0

26 38 Chad E. Bond 3 0 2 0 39 45 20 20 53.1 2.6 0.4 56.1 2.3 0.0

47 48 Adam A. York 
E

0 0 0 0 44 41 22 0 63.6 3.2 0.0 66.8 2.1 0.0

9 15 Phil Hodson 
S

0 0 0 0 18 35 0 0 40.0 0.8 0.0 40.8 4.1 0.0

0 0 Kevin W. Van Der Linden 
E

0 0 0 0 21 23 21 20 33.0 0.7 0.0 33.8 ### 0.0

112 140 Nathan J. Hornfeld 5 0 3 1 120 135 72 82 185.9 32.8 7.6 226.3 2.4 0.0

Christopher H. Wisdom 
A

78 79 John Hays Johnson, Jr. 3 0 3 0 101 86 52 45 86.3 28.5 0.0 114.8 1.7 0.0

17 18 Bryan S. Schroeder 1 0 0 0 27 27 10 10 61.5 1.1 0.0 62.5 3.5 0.0

9 9

980 1042 35 2 22 3 915 934 457 445 1399.6 158.6 41.2 1599.4 2.1 0.0
1
 Members of former congregations et al. remaining on the roll of the regional church
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RECAPITULATION OF MEMBERSHIP STATISTICS

1938-2004

As of December 31, 2004

Year Ministers* Communicant Baptized Total**

Members Children Membership

2004 440 19,993 7,713 28,146

2003 437 19,725 7,857 27,769

2002 425 18,804 7,721 26,950

2001 416 18,293 7,601 26,310

2000 406 17,938 7,692 26,036

1999 397 17,279 7,513 25,189

1998 383 16,620 7,339 24,342

1997 376 15,936 7,066 23,378

1996 366 15,072 6,693 22,131

1995 355 14,256 6,412 21,023

1994 341 13,659 6,141 20,141

1993 330 12,915 5,903 19,148

1992 321 12,580 5,786 18,687

1991 315 12,225 5,702 18,242

1990 325 12,159 5,653 18,137

1989 323 12,573 5,814 18,710

1988 335 13,108 5,933 19,376

1987 334 13,013 5,827 19,174

1986 335 12,919 5,693 18,947

1985 318 12,593 5,523 18,434

1984 309 12,278 5,394 17,981

1983 298 12,045 5,259 17,457

1982 294 11,956 5,186 17,343

1981 288 11,884 5,219 17,302

1978 248 10,939 4,867 16,171

1968 170 9,197 4,841 14,142

1958 133 6,734 3,528 10,395

1948 98 5,543 2,061 7,702

1938 99 4,225 - 4,324

* Ministers were included in Total Membership beginning December 31, 1972.  Total
membership figures given above for all years have been adjusted to include ministers;
they will differ, therefore, from the figures that appear in the Minutes of the General
Assembly for years prior to 1973.

**Total membership in each year was revised in the following year’s Statistician’s report,
and the revised figures are shown above.  Figures for communicant members and
baptized children prior to 1984 were not revised, so their totals differ slightly from
revised total memberships.
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STATISTICAL REPORTS OF THE PRESBYTERIES - 2004

PRESBYTERY OF THE CENTRAL U. S.

General Information

Membership: 8 Ministers, 10 Ruling Elders
Stated meetings: Jan, May, and Sept
Stated Clerk: Mark T. Harrington, term expires Jan 06
Moderator: LeRoy E. Miller, term expires Jan 06

Churches and Mission Works

Number of congregations: 4 churches and no unorganized mission work
Changes in congregations: None

Ministers

Ordinations:
J. Michael Arnaud, 6 June 04

Ministers received: None

Ministers removed: None

Ministers installed:
J. Michael Arnaud, pastor, OPC, Caney, Kan., 6 June 04

Ministerial relationships dissolved: None
Roll of ministers:

J. Michael Arnaud Mark T. Harrington V. Robert Nilson
Joseph A. Auksela Chester H. Lanious Geoffrey C. Smith
Edward A. Eppinger LeRoy E. Miller

Licentiates

Roll of licentiates: None

PRESBYTERY OF CONNECTICUT AND SOUTHERN NEW YORK

General Information

Membership: 9 Ministers, 15 Ruling Elders
Stated meetings: 3rd Sat. of Jan, Sept, and Nov; 4th Sat. of April
Stated Clerk: John W. Mallin III, term expires Jan 07
Moderator: Daniel G. Osborne, term expires Jan 06

Churches and Mission Works

Number of congregations: 5 churches and no unorganized mission work
Changes in congregations: None

Ministers

Ordinations:
Robert E. Tarullo, 28 Feb 04

Ministers received: None
Ministers removed: None
Ministers installed:

Robert E. Tarullo, pastor, Community, Newtown, Conn., 28 Feb 04
Ministerial relationships dissolved: None
Roll of ministers:
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James W. Campbell John W. Mallin III William Shishko
Richard R. Gerber Daniel G. Osborne Sabry Tanios

Calvin D. Keller Meindert Ploegman Robert E. Tarullo
Licentiates

Licensures: None
Licentiates received: None
Licentiates removed: None
Roll of licentiates: None

PRESBYTERY OF THE DAKOTAS

General Information

Membership: 16 Ministers, 49 Ruling Elders
Stated meetings: 1st Tuesday of Apr and Oct
Stated Clerk: Archibald A. Allison, term expires Apr 05
Moderator: Terry F. Thole, term expires Apr 05

Churches and Mission Works

Number of congregations: 13 churches and 3 unorganized mission works

Changes in congregations: None
Mission works: Parent church:

Covenant, Bismarck, N.D. Bethel, Carson, N.D.
Christ, Logan, Utah Christ, Salt Lake City, Utah
Christ, Provo, Utah Christ, Salt Lake City, Utah

Ministers

Ordinations: None
Ministers received:

Scott L. Seder, from the regional church, 7 May 04
Ministers removed: None
Ministers installed:

Scott L. Seder, evangelist, Christ, Logan, Utah, 7 May 04
Ministerial relationships dissolved: None
Roll of ministers:

Archibald A. Allison Randall K. Klynsma Terry F. Thole
Leonard J. Coppes W. Vernon Picknally, Jr. Gregory L. Thurston
Richard G. Hodgson Scott L. Seder D. Jason Wallace

Benjamin K. Hopp Kevin P. Swanson Gerald I. Williamson

Edward S. S. Huntington Darren S. Thole Richard Wynja

Matthew K. Kingsbury

Licentiates

Licensures:
Shawn C. Mathis, 6 Oct 04

Licentiates received: None
Licentiates removed: None
Roll of licentiates:

Shawn C. Mathis



401Yearbook

PRESBYTERY OF MICHIGAN AND ONTARIO

General Information

Membership: 33 Ministers, 86 Ruling Elders
Stated meetings: Jan, May, and Sept
Stated Clerk: Timothy L. Bero, term expires Jan 06
Moderator: Robert M. Van Manen, term expires Jan 06

Churches and Mission Works

Number of congregations: 18 churches and 6 unorganized mission works
Changes in congregations: None

Mission works: Parent church:

Cedar, Hudsonville, Mich. Harvest, Grand Rapids, Mich.
Providence, Manistee, Mich. Little Farms Chapel, Coopersville, Mich.
Living Hope, Jordan, Ont. Grace Covenant, Sheffield, Ont.
OPC, Meaford, Ont. Covenant, Komoka (formerly London), Ont.
Grace, Shedden, Ont. Covenant, Komoka, Ont.
OPC, Toronto, Ont. Covenant, Komoka, Ont.

Ministers

Ordinations:
Alan M. Flowers, 5 Jun 04

Ministers received:
Jorge Luiz Barros, from the regional church (previously from Presbyterian

Church of Brazil on 16 May 03 without a call), 6 Feb 04
Ministers removed: None
Ministers installed:

Jorge Luiz Barros, evangelist, Toronto, Ont., 6 Feb 04
Alan M. Flowers, pastor of family ministries, Spencer Mills, Gowen, Mich., 5

June 04
Peter J. Wallace, evangelist, stated supply at Michiana Covenant (PCA), South

Bend, Ind. 9 July 04
K. Dale Collison, pastor of Grace, Shedden, Ont., 1 Oct 04
Rodney S. Thole, associate pastor of Meadow Springs, Kentwood, Mich., 5

Nov 04
Ministerial relationships dissolved:

K. Dale Collison, pastor of Chain-O-Lakes, Central Lake, Mich., 21 May 04
Roll of ministers:

Jorge Luiz Barros Alan M. Flowers Stephen A. Pribble
Timothy L. Bero Eric R. Hausler Ralph A. Rebandt II
Perry G. Brackin Kenneth J. Hovingh Roger W. Schmurr

K. Dale Collison Stephen W. Igo Kenneth A. Smith

Brian L. DeJong Glenn D. Jerrell Peter Stazen II

Norman DeJong Michael D. Knierim Rodney S. Thole
Lap O. Duong Edward W. Ludt Dale A. Van Dyke
Abe W. Ediger Frank J. Marsh Robert M. Van Manen
Douglas A Felch Gerry J. Mynders Peter J. Wallace
John R. Ferguson Gerald J. Neumair Jeffrey B. Wilson
John N. Fikkert Martin A. Novak Louis P. Wislocki

Licentiates

Licensures:
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J. Wesley White, 17 Jan 04
Licentiates received: None
Licentiates removed:

Alan M. Flowers, ordained, 5 Jun 04
Roll of licentiates:

J. Wesley White
Aldo A. Yannon

PRESBYTERY OF THE MID-ATLANTIC

General Information

Membership: 25 Ministers, 58 Ruling Elders
Stated meetings: 1st Saturday of May; Spring (retreat);

3rd Saturday of Sept; 1st Saturday of Dec
Stated Clerk: Leonard E. Miller, term expires Sept 06
Moderator: Stuart R. Jones, term expires Sept 05

Churches and Mission Works

Number of congregations: 14 churches and 3 unorganized mission works
Changes in congregations:

Cornerstone Pres. Ch., Germantown, Md., organized as a new and separate
church, 11 Dec 04

Puritan, Odenton, Md., dissolved 31 Dec 04
Mission works: Parent church:
Providence, Charlottesville, Va. Covenant Community, Staunton, Va.
Ketoctin Covenant, Purcellville, Va. The regional church
Christ Covenant Ref., Md. House The regional church
of Corrections, Jessup, Md.

Ministers

Ordinations:
Bennett B. Wethered, 31 Jan 04
Stephen J. Dufresne, 7 Feb 04
Daniel P. Clifford, 19 June 04
Michael A. McCabe, 23 Oct 04

Ministers received:
Jeremy J. Tuinstra, from the Orthodox Christian Ref. Ch., 23 May 04

Ministers removed:
Hailu Mekonnen, deposed, 1 May 04

Ministers installed:
Bennett B. Wethered, pastor of Dayspring, Manassas, Va., 31 Jan 04
Stephen J. Dufresne, pastor of Berea, Harrisonburg, Va., 7 Feb 04
Jeremy J. Tuinstra, pastor of Covenant, Burtonsville, Md., 23 May 04
Daniel P. Clifford, associate pastor of Grace, Vienna, Va., 19 June 04
Michael A. McCabe, evangelist, OPC missionary to China, 23 Oct 04

James J. Stastny, pastor of Cornerstone, Germantown, Md., 11 Dec 04
Ministerial relationships dissolved:

George W. Hall, Jr., as pastor of Dayspring, Manassas, Va., 31 Jan 04
James J. Stastny, as associate pastor of Knox, Silver Spring, Md., 11 Dec 04

Roll of ministers: (*emeritus)
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Charles R. Biggs Allen H. Harris Gerald S. Taylor
Daniel P. Clifford Stuart R. Jones Albert J. Tricarico, Jr.
Stephen D. Doe Robert M. Lucas* Jeremy J. Tuinstra
Stephen J. Dufresne Thomas A. Martin Edwin C. Urban
Richard N. Ellis Michael A. McCabe Laurence N. Vail*
Bryan D. Estelle Anthony A. Monaghan Bennett B. Wethered
Stephen B. Green Lyman M. Smith S. Scott Willet
George W. Hall, Jr. James Stastny
George C. Hammond Vincent J. Tauriello

Licentiates

Licensures:
Timothy A. Flora, 18 Sept 04
Peter Y. Lee, 4 Dec 04

Licentiates received: None
Licentiates removed:

Bennett B. Wethered, ordained 31 Jan 04
Stephen J. Dufresne, ordained 7 Feb 04
Michael A. McCabe, ordained 23 Oct 04

Roll of licentiates:
Timothy A. Flora
Peter Y. Lee

PRESBYTERY OF THE MIDWEST

General Information

Membership: 35 Ministers, 165 Ruling Elders
Stated meetings: 3rd Friday and Saturday of Mar

2nd Friday and Saturday after Labor Day (Sept)

Stated Clerk: Rodney T. King, term expires Mar 06
Moderator: Alan D. Strange, term expires Mar 05

Churches and Mission Works

Number of congregations: 19 churches and 7 unorganized mission works
Changes in congregations: None
Mission works: Parent church:

Covenant Community, Evansville, Ind. The regional church

New Covenant Fell., Independence, Iowa Christ, Janesville, Wis.

Portage Reformed, Houghton, Mich. The regional church
Church of the Lakes, Breezy Point, Minn. The regional church
Providence, Madison (Fitchburg), Wis. Grace, Hanover Park, Ill.
Covenant, Milwaukee (New Berlin), Wis. Falls, Menomonee Falls, Wis.
Covenant Reformed, Reedsburg, Wis. Bethel, Oostburg, Wis.

Ministers

Ordinations:
Christian McShaffrey, 16 Apr 04

Ministers received:
Todd Wagenmaker, from Classis Chicago South (CRC), 16 July 04
Roger L. Gibbons, from Presbytery of the Southwest, 17 Sep 04

Benjamin J. Snodgrass, from Presbytery of Philadelphia, 12 Nov 04

Ministers removed:
Henry H. Fikkert, deceased, 18 Nov 04
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Ministers installed:
Christian McShaffrey, presbytery evangelist, 16 Apr 04
Todd Wagenmaker, presbytery evangelist, 16 July 04
Roger L. Gibbons, evangelist in Breezy Point, Minn., 17 Sep 04
Benjamin J. Snodgrass, from Presbytery of Philadelphia, 12 Nov 04

Ministerial relationships dissolved:
Cornelius Tolsma, as pastor of Falls, Menomonee Falls, Wis., 1 Feb 04
Eric D. Bristley, as evangelist/associate pastor of Grace, Hanover Park, Ill., 11

Dec 04
Roll of ministers:

William B. Acker III James E. Ferguson Donald F. Ritsman
Sam M. Allison Roger L. Gibbons Lendall H. Smith
Victor B. Atallah Heero E. C. Hacquebord Benjamin J. Snodgrass
James L. Bosgraf James T. Hoekstra Alan D. Strange
Eric D. Bristley Bruce H. Hollister Charles K. Telfer
Douglas B. Clawson David W. King Karl E. Thompson
David W. Cole Rodney T. King John R. Tinsley
Matthew E. Cotta Joshua E. Martin Cornelius Tolsma
Ivan J. DeMaster Christian McShaffrey David M. VanDrunen
Dennis L. Disselkoen James R. Megchelsen Todd Wagenmaker
Terry E. Dowds Stephen J. Oharek Iain A. M. Wright
Richard M. Edwards Gordon L. Oliver

Licentiates

Licensures:
Charles Mark Jenkins, 19 Mar 04
Jason John Stewart, 19 Mar 04
David Allen Smiley, 17 Sep 04
Paul Berghaus, 11 Dec 04

Licentiates received: None
Licentiates removed:

Christian McShaffrey, ordained, 16 Apr 04
Roll of licentiates:

Paul Berghaus Charles Mark Jenkins Thomas Lockheed
Timothy McConnel Chris Post David Allen Smiley
Jason John Stewart

PRESBYTERY OF NEW JERSEY

General Information

Membership: 35 Ministers, 71 Ruling Elders
Stated meetings: 4th Saturday of Feb

4th Tuesday of Apr
4th Saturday of Sept
1st Tuesday of Dec

Stated Clerk: Richard A. Barker, term expires Sept 05
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Moderator: John D. McGowen, term expires Sept 05

Churches and Mission Works

Number of congregations: 21 churches and 1 unorganized mission work
Changes in congregations:

Westminster, Ocean City, N.J., mission work terminated, 27 Apr 04
Mission Works: Parent church:

Tabernaculo de Gracia, Camden, N.J. The regional church
Ministers

Ordinations: None
Ministers received: None
Ministers removed:

George W. Bancroft, erased, 27 Apr 04
Ministers installed:

Howard Currie, pastor of Emmanuel, Whippany, N.J., 15 May 04
Ministerial relationships dissolved:

Howard Currie, as pastor of Immanuel, West Collingswood, N.J., 15 May 04
Roll of ministers:
James Allay Martin L. Dawson John D. McGowen
Benjamin Alvira Claude D. DePrine III Richard A. Nelson
Richard S. Anderson David F. Elmer Ronald E. Pearce
Samuel H. Bacon Jeffrey T. Fartro William Frederick Rice
Michael W. Bobick Ross W. Graham William O. Slack II
Robert J. Cameron David J. Harr Albert W. Steever, Jr.
Kenneth J. Campbell Cornelius Johnson Stanford M. Sutton, Jr.
Leonard F. Chanoux Meredith G. Kline Claude A. Taylor III
George S. Christian George S. Kostas John Vroegindewey
Thomas D. Church Neil J. Lodge Geoffrey L. Willour
David B. Cummings Patrick W. Malone  James A. Zozzaro
Howard Currie Robert L. Marshall

Licentiates

Licensures: None
Licentiates received: None
Licentiates removed:

Steven Dilday, joined Presbyterian Reformed Church, 27 Apr 04
Ernest R. Holloway III, joined PCA, 7 Dec 04

Roll of licentiates: None

PRESBYTERY OF NEW YORK AND NEW ENGLAND

General Information

Membership: 37 Ministers, 85 Ruling Elders
Stated meetings: Apr and Oct
Stated Clerk: Stephen L. Phillips, term expires Oct 05
Moderator: John R. Hilbelink, term expires Oct 06

Churches and Mission Works

Number of congregations: 20 churches and 2 unorganized mission works
Changes in congregations:
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New Life, Canton, N.Y., organized as a new and separate church (from Lisbon
OPC), 14 Apr 04

Jaffrey OPC, Jaffrey, N.H., organized as a new and separate church, 9 Oct 04
Mission works: Parent church:

Penobscot Bay, Bucksport, Me. The regional church
Pleasant Mountain, Denmark, Me. Second Parish, Portland, Me.

Ministers

Ordinations:
Paul H. Anderson, 10 July 04
Michael G. Fettes, 5 Nov 04

Ministers received:
Peter J. A. Moelker, from Regional Church of Michigan and Ontario under FG

XXIII.18, formerly from Christian Reformed Church in Canada, 11
Nov 04

Ministers removed:
Brian S. Lee, dismissed to Presbytery of the East (PCA), 20 Apr 04
David E. Chilton, dismissed to the Presbytery of the South, 17 Dec 04

Ministers installed:
Lawrence W. Veinott, pastor of New Life, Canton, N.Y., 14 Apr 04
Paul H. Anderson, pastor of Grace, Fall River, Mass., 10 July 04
Stephen A. Migotsky, pastor of Jaffrey Church, Jaffrey, N.H., 08 Oct 05
Michael G. Fettes, teacher of Merrymeeting Bay Church, Brunswick, Me., 5

Nov 04
Peter J. A. Moelker, pastor of Lisbon OPC, Lisbon, N.Y., 11 Nov 04

Ministerial relationships dissolved:
Lawrence W. Veinott, as pastor of Lisbon OPC, Lisbon, NY, 14 Apr 04

Roll of ministers:
Paul H. Anderson John R. Hilbelink Gregory E. Reynolds
Gordon H. Cook, Jr. Gregory A. Hills Wendell L. Rockey, Jr.
Alonso F. da Cunha Matthew A. Judd Andrew H. Selle
Richard M. Dickinson Kevin M. Kisler Laurence C. Sibley, Jr.
Harold L. Dorman Daniel L. Korzep Robert H. Tanzie
Carl A. P. Durham Samuel T. Logan, Jr. Allen C. Tomlinson
Robert W. Eckardt Gary B. Magur Stephen J. Tracey
Jonathan B. Falk Gerald P. Malkus Thomas Trouwborst
Michael G. Fettes Stephen A. Migotsky Jack K. Unangst, Jr.
Samuel N. Folta Peter J. A. Moelker Laurence W. Veinott
Burton L. Goddard Brian D. Nolder Charles M. Wingard
Timothy H. Gregson David J. O’Leary
D. Leonard Gulstrom Stephen L. Phillips

Licentiates

Licensures:
Paul H. Anderson, 09 May 04
David S. Phillips, 20 Apr 04

Licentiates received: None
Licentiates removed:

Paul H. Anderson, ordained, 10 July 04
Michael G. Fettes, ordained, 05 Nov 04

Roll of licentiates:
David S. Phillips
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PRESBYTERY OF NORTHERN CALIFORNIA

General Information

Membership: 19 Ministers, 46 Ruling Elders
Stated meetings: 3rd Friday and Saturday of Mar and Sept
Stated Clerk: Donald G. Jamieson, term expires Mar 05

(reelected to 07)
Moderator: P. Shaun Bryant, term expires Mar 05 (Robert B.

Needham elected to 07)
Churches and Mission Works

Number of congregations: 15 churches and 2 unorganized mission works
Changes in congregations:

Covenant, Monterey Bay (formerly Salinas), Cal., organized as a new and
separate church, 2 Apr 04

Mission works: Parent church:
Providence OP Chapel, Castro Valley, Cal. First, San Francisco, Cal.
Providence Presbyterian, Las Vegas, Nev. The regional church

Ministers

Ordinations: None
Ministers received: None
Ministers removed:

H. Wilson Albright, deceased, 2 Feb 04
Calvin R. Malcor, dismissed to Presbytery of the Northwest, 17 Sept 04

Ministers installed:
Joel C. Robbins, pastor of Covenant, Monterey Bay, Cal., 2 Apr 04

Ministerial relationships dissolved:
Calvin R. Malcor, retired as associate pastor of Covenant, San Jose, Cal., 30

Jun 04
Roll of ministers:

Michael L. Babcock Jeffery A. Landis Donald T. Owsley
P. Shaun Bryant Richard M. Lewis Daniel F. Patterson
David P. Bush Charles A. McIlhenny Andrew J. Preston
P. Michael DeLozier Richard C. Miller Mark E. Richline
Michael D. Dengerink Robert B. Needham Joel C. Robbins
Carl E. Erickson Jay C. Nelken Salvador M. Solis
Wayne K. Forkner

Licentiates

Licensures: None
Licentiates received: None
Licentiates removed: None
Roll of licentiates:

Bruce Buchanan (not previously reported)

PRESBYTERY OF THE NORTHWEST

General Information

Membership: 30 Ministers, 67 Ruling Elders
Stated meetings: 4th Friday and Saturday of Apr and Sept
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Stated Clerk: John W. Mahaffy, term expires Sept 06
Moderator: Rudie Duysings, term expires Sept 05

Churches and Mission Works

Number of congregations: 19 churches and 6 unorganized mission works
Changes in congregations:

Grace, Mt. Vernon, Wash., organized as a new and separate church, 12 Mar 04
Mission works: Parent church:

Elkhorn, Helena, Mont. The regional church
Covenant Grace, Roseburg, Ore. Faith, Grants Pass, Ore.
Emmanuel, Colville, Wash. The regional church
Westminster, Monroe, Wash. OPC, Lynnwood, Wash.
Reformation, Olympia, Wash., Emmanuel, Kent, Wash.
Redeeming Grace, Port Angeles, Wash. Sovereign Grace, Oak Harbor, Wash.

Ministers

Ordinations: None
Ministers received:

Calvin R. Malcor, from Presbytery of Northern California, retired, 24 Sep 04
Ministers removed:

George Y. Uomoto, deceased, 21 Jan 04
Ministers installed:

David J. Klein, pastor of Grace, Mt. Vernon, Wash., 12 Mar 04
Ministerial relationships dissolved: None

Roll of ministers:
Brad A. Anderson Albert G. Edwards III Lloyd G. Pierson
David A. Bass Andrew M. Elam Marcus J. Renkema
Randall A. Bergquist Martin Emmrich Jack L. Smith
Glenn T. Black David W. Inks G. Mark Sumpter
Jack D. Bradley David J. Klein Murray I. Uomoto
Mark A Collingridge John W. Mahaffy Earl W. Vanderhoff
Larry D. Conard Calvin R. Malcor Samuel van Houte
James T. Dennison, Jr. Ronald J. McKenzie Robert C. Van Kooten
Daniel Dillard Richard A. Miller Richard J. Venema
Stanton P. Durham Jay M. Milojevich J. Peter Vosteen

Licentiates

Licensures:
Adam D. King, 24 Apr 04

Licentiates received: None
Licentiates removed:

J. Michael Arnaud, ordained by Presbytery of the Central U.S., 6 June 04
Roll of licentiates:

Adam D. King
Stephen D. Murphy

PRESBYTERY OF OHIO

General Information

Membership: 27 Ministers, 73 Ruling Elders
Stated meetings: 1st Friday and Saturday of Apr

3rd Friday and Saturday of Oct
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Stated Clerk: Everett C. DeVelde, Jr., term expires Oct 05
Moderator: Leo A. Frailey, term expires Oct 05

Churches and Mission Works

Number of congregations: 17 churches and 2 unorganized mission works
Changes in congregations:

Christ Covenant, Sheridan, Ind., organized as a new and separate church, 21
May 04

Immanuel, Oakdale, Pa., organized as a new and separate church, 5 Nov 04
Mission works: Parent church:

Christ Covenant, Indianapolis, Ind. Redeemer, Dayton, Ohio
Trinity, Huntington, W.V. Grace, Columbus, Ohio

Ministers

Ordinations: None
Ministers received: None
Ministers removed:

Jack D. Kinneer, dismissed to the PCA, 2 Apr 04
H. Jeffrey Lawson, demitted, 2 Apr 04

Ministers installed:
Lawrence B. Oldaker, evangelist, Regional Home Missionary, 6 Aug 04
Mark S. Melton, pastor of Christ Covenant, Sheridan, Ind., 21 May 04
Robert L. Broline, pastor of Immanuel, Oakdale, Pa., 5 Nov 04

Ministerial relationships dissolved:
Lawrence B. Oldaker, as pastor of Covenant, Mansfield Ohio, 5 June 04
Karl A. Hubenthal, as pastor of Trinity, Franklin Pa., 3 Dec 04

Roll of ministers:
Timothy Baker Theodore Hard Lawrence B. Oldaker
Marvin O. Bowman Karl A. Hubenthal Danny E. Olinger
Robert L. Broline, Jr. L. Charles Jackson Luis A. Orteza
Mark R. Brown William B. Kessler Peter J. Puliatti
James J. Cassidy R. Daniel Knox Lawrence Semel
Everett C. DeVelde, Jr. Stewart E. Lauer Douglas W. Snyder
Gerald C. Dodds Mark S. Melton Bryan J. Weaver
Leo A. Frailey Steven F. Miller John W. Wilson
Michael F. Frangipane Allen P. Moran Larry E. Wilson

Licentiates

Licensures:  None
Licentiates received:  None
Licentiates removed:

Zachary R. Keele, ordained by Presbytery of Southern California, 2 Feb 04
Robert E. Tarullo, ordained by Presbytery of Conn. & Southern N.Y., 28 Feb

04
Roll of licentiates:

Jesse R. Cowell

PRESBYTERY OF PHILADELPHIA

General Information

Membership: 45 Ministers, 96 Ruling Elders
Stated meetings: 1st Saturday of Feb and May

3rd Saturday of Sept
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3rd Friday evening and Saturday of Nov
Stated Clerk: Thomas A. Foh, term expires Sept 06
Moderator: Luke E. Brown, term expires Sept 05

Churches and Mission Works

Number of congregations: 23 churches and 5 unorganized mission works
Changes in congregations:

Susquehanna Bible Fellowship, Wilkes-Barre, Pa., received from
independency, 8 Oct 04

Grace, Hanover, Pa., withdrew from the OPC, 20 Nov 04
Living Word Community, Pottstown, Pa., mission work terminated, 18 Dec 04

Mission works: Parent church:
Faith, Broomall, Pa. The regional church
Redeemer O.P.C., Carlisle, Pa. Calvary, Middletown, Pa.
Gereja Protestant Indonesian Jemaat

Immanuel, Philadelphia, Pa. Emmanuel Chapel, Phila., Pa.
First, Perkasie, Pa. The regional church
Yardley Pres., Yardley, Pa. The regional church

Ministers

Ordinations: None
Ministers received:

Edward D. Guyer, from independency, 1 May 04
Ministers removed:

Glenn P. Evans, dismissed to Heritage Presbytery (PCA), 7 Mar 04
Chad E. Bond, dismissed to Presbytery of the Southwest, 30 June 04
Michael A. Obel, demitted, 18 Sept 04
Benjamin J. Snodgrass, dismissed to Presbytery of Midwest, 12 Nov 04
Jeffrey A. Sheely, erased, having renounced the jurisdiction of the OPC, 20

Nov 04
Ministers installed:

Mark W. Holler, pastor of Bethany, Oxford, Pa, 28 May 04
Ministerial relationships dissolved:

Chad E. Bond, as associate pastor of Calvary, Glenside, Pa., 30 June 04
Benjamin J. Snodgrass, as pastor of Grace Fellowship, Philadelphia, Pa., 12

Nov 04
Calvin K. Cummings, Jr., as missionary to Japan with Comm. on Foreign

Missions, 1 Dec 04
Roll of ministers:

John F. Bettler A. LeRoy Greer Jonathan F. Peters
David A. Bottoms Edward N. Gross Russell D. Piper
Paul N. Browne Edward D. Guyer Young J. Son
S. Edd Cathey Steven R. Hake David J. Stevenson
George R. Cottenden Graham C. Harbman Wendell S. Stoltzfus
Calvin K. Cummings, Jr. Robert P. Harting Barry A. Traver
Wilson L. Cummings Mark W. Holler A. Craig Troxel
Donald J. Duff Joel C. Kershner Thomas E. Tyson
W. Scott Emery Arthur W. Kuschke John D. Van Meerbeke
Thomas A. Foh Robert W. A. Letham Timothy G. Walker
Arthur J. Fox Richard S. MacLaren Douglas A. Watson
Richard B. Gaffin, Jr. Harold A. McKenzie Larry J. Westerveld
John P. Galbraith Harry R. McLeod Brian T. Wingard
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Theodore J. Georgian Robert A. Minnig Douglas C. Winward, Jr.
Jonathan C. Gibbs III George F. Morton Tim W. Young

Licentiates

Licensures:
Mark A. Garcia, 20 Nov 04

Licentiates received: None
Licentiates removed:

Noble Kim, license revoked, 1 May 04
Daniel P. Clifford, ordained by PMA, 19 June 2004

Roll of licentiates:
Mark A. Garcia Stephen P. Levine Chad B. Van Dixhoorn
Barry Hofstetter Richard C. Nestel Jeffrey C. Waddington
John F. A. Kramer C. Adam Ostella

PRESBYTERY OF THE SOUTH

General Information

Membership: 23 Ministers, 38 Ruling Elders
Stated meetings: 2nd Friday and Saturday after Easter

4th Friday and Saturday in Oct
Stated Clerk: Jeffrey K. Boer, term expires Oct 05
Moderator: Richard L. Guido, term expires Oct 05

Churches and Mission Works

Number of congregations: 13 churches and 6 unorganized mission works
Changes in congregations:

Reformation, Oviedo, Fla., organized as a new and separate church, 23 Apr 05
Providence, Bradenton, Fla. was recived as a mission work, 23 Apr 05

Mission works: Parent church:
Providence, Madison, Ala. The regional church
Covenant, Pensacola, Fla. Calvary, Tallahassee, Fla.
Hope, Saint Cloud, Fla. The regional church
Covenant, Natchitoches, La. The regional church
Christ, New Orleans, La. The regional church
Providence, Bradenton, Fla. The regional church

Ministers

Ordinations: None
Ministers received:

Matthew D. Baugh, from Mississippi Valley Presbytery (PCA), 17 Dec 04
David E. Chilton, from Presbytery of New York and New England, 17 Dec 04

Ministers removed:
William P. Holiday, renounced the jurisdiction of the OPC, erased effective 16

Aug 04
William B. Barcley, dismissed to Mississippi Valley Presbytery (PCA), 22 Oct

04
Ministers installed:

Eric B. Watkins, pastor of Reformation, Oviedo, Fla., 30 May 04
Mark A. Winder, pastor of Providence, Madison, Ala., 1 Oct 04
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Matthew D. Baugh, evangelist to Haiti, Committee on Foreign Missions, 17
Dec 04

David E. Chilton, associate pastor of Reformation, Oviedo, Fla., 17 Dec 04
Ministerial relationships dissolved:

Joseph Puglia, as pastor of Redeemer, Birmingham, Ala., 31 July 04
William P. Holiday, as evangelist in St. Cloud, Fla., 16 Aug 04
Mark A. Winder, as pastor of OPC, Pineville, La., 3 Sept 04

Roll of ministers:
Matthew D. Baugh Hendrick Krabbendam Henry Stanke
Robert A. Berry, Jr. Larry G. Mininger Harold E. Thomas
Jeffrey K. Boer Donald M. Parker Jose Vera
David E. Chilton Joseph Puglia Eric B. Watkins
Allen D. Curry Carl G. Russell William V. Welzien
Robert D. Haehl Chad C. Sadorf Kenneth L. Wendland
Russell J. Hamilton Jack W. Sawyer Mark A. Winder
William M. Hobbs Mark T. Smith

Licentiates

Licensures:
James H. Ganzevoort, 23 Apr 04
Brett A. McNeill, 23 Apr 04

Licentiates received: None
Licentiates removed: None
Roll of licentiates:

James H. Ganzevoort
Dan S. Hickman II
David E. Hodil
Brett A. McNeill Roberto Quiñones
John J. Schortmann

PRESBYTERY OF THE SOUTHEAST

General Information

Membership: 29 Ministers, 50 Ruling Elders
Stated meetings: 4th Friday and Saturday of Apr

3rd Friday and Saturday of Oct
Stated Clerk: Hank L. Belfield, term expires Oct 05
Moderator: Robert Y. Eckardt, term expires Oct 05

Churches and Mission Works

Number of congregations: 19 churches and 5 unorganized mission works
Changes in congregations:

Providence, Greensboro, N.C., organized as a new and separate church, 28
Mar 04

Geneva, Marietta, Ga., organized as a new and separate church, 16 Apr 04
Covenant Reformed, Mt. Airy, N.C., organized as a new and separate church, 9

Dec 04
Mission works: Parent church:

Westminster, Carrollton, Ga. The regional church
Covenant Reformed, Neon, Ky. Providence, Chilhowie, Va.
Providence, Aiken, S.C. The regional church



413Yearbook

Reformed Bible Church, Hickory, N.C. The regional church
Faith, Cookeville, Tenn. The regional church

Ministers

Ordinations:
John W. Belden, 6 Aug 04

Ministers received:
L. Anthony Curto, from Presbytery of Southern California, 21 Nov 04

Ministers removed:
Laurence H. Withington, deceased, 23 Apr 04
G. W. Fisher, Sr., dismissed to Presbytery of Northwest (Bible Presbyterian

Church), 6 Aug 04
Cromwell G. Roskamp, deceased, 3 Oct 04

Ministers installed:
Arie van Eyk, pastor of Providence, Greensboro, N.C., 28 Mar 04
John V. Fesko, pastor of Geneva, Marietta, Ga., 16 Apr 04
W. Ralph English, teacher, Cornerstone, Chattanooga, Tenn., 27 May 04
George W. Knight, III, teacher, Redeemer, Charlotte, N.C., 27 June 04
John W. Belden, assistant pastor of Providence, Chilhowie, VA and evangelist

to Neon, Ky., 6 Aug 04
L. Anthony Curto, teacher, Greenville Reformed Theological Seminary, 21

Nov 04
Brenton C. Ferry, pastor of Covenant Reformed, Mt. Airy, N.C., 9 Dec 04

Ministerial relationships dissolved:
George W. Knight, III, teacher, Matthews OPC, Matthews, N.C., 23 Apr 04
G. W. Fisher, Sr., as pastor of First OPC, Greenville, S.C., 6 Aug 04

Roll of ministers:
DeLacy A. Andrews, Jr. Sidney D. Dyer Mark J. Larson
John W. Belden Robert Y. Eckardt A. Boyd Miller IV
Hank L. Belfield W. Ralph English Philip T. Proctor
Clifford L. Blair Brenton C. Ferry D. Patrick Ramsey
John Carrick John V. Fesko E. Cody Ray
Thomas S. Champness, Jr. M. Daniel Fincham Donald H. Taws
L. Anthony Curto Richard L. Horner T. Nathan Trice
Roy Davenport John W. Jamison Arie van Eyk
William D. Dennison George W. Knight III Douglas M. Withington
Elmer M. Dortzbach Richard E. Knodel, Jr.

Licentiates

Licensures:
Matthew A. Figura, 23 Apr 04

Licentiates received: None
Licentiates removed:

Richard J. Wheeler, 23 Apr 04
John W. Belden, ordained, 6 Aug 04
Ted F. Rivera, 15 Oct 04

Roll of licentiates:
Matthew A. Figura
Steven Scott
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PRESBYTERY OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

General Information

Membership: 47 Ministers, 76 Ruling Elders
Stated meetings: 1st Friday and Saturday of Feb and May

3rd Friday and Saturday of Oct
Stated Clerk: Donald G. Buchanan, Jr., term expires Dec 06
Moderator: James R. Andruss, term expires Dec 05

Churches and Mission Works

Number of congregations: 19 churches and 9 unorganized mission works
Changes in congregations: None
Mission works: Parent church:

Escondido, Escondido, Cal. The regional church
Iglesia Evangelica Refomada, Los Angeles, Cal. Westminster OPC,

Westminster, Cal.
Covenant, Mira Mesa, Cal. Theophilus, Diamond Bar,

Cal.
Redeeming Grace, Mission Viejo, Cal. The regional church
Sovereign Grace, Moreno Valley, Cal. Calvary, La Mirada, Cal.
Providence Reformed, Paso Robles, Cal., The regional church
Church of the Living Lord, Santa Ana, Cal. Westminster OPC,

Westminster, Cal.
Providence, Temecula, Cal. Harvest, Vista, Cal.
Resurrection, Westminster, Cal. Westminster OPC,

Westminster, Cal.
Ministers

Ordinations:
Zachary R. Keele, 2 Feb 04
Jesse A. J. Pirschel, 21 Nov 04

Ministers received:
Michael D. Pasarilla, from Covenant Reformed Presbyterian Church

(denomination), 25 Jan 04
Ministers removed:

C. Lee Irons, renounced OPC jurisdiction, 6 Feb 04
Dwight H. Poundstone, deceased, 21 Aug 04
L. Anthony Curto, dismissed to Presbytery of the Southeast, 21 Nov 04

Ministers installed:
Michael D. Pasarilla, pastor of Grace, Costa Mesa, Cal., 25 Jan 04
Zachary R. Keele, evangelist (organizing pastor) of Escondido OPC,

Escondido, Cal. 2 Feb 04
Jesse A. J. Pirschel, associate pastor of Harvest, Vista, Cal. (as organizing

pastor, Temecula), 21 Nov 04
Benjamin K. Wikner, teacher, Harvest, Vista, Cal. (serving Temecula mission

work) 21 Nov 04
Ministerial relationships dissolved:

Alan R. Pontier, as pastor of Beverly, Los Angeles, Cal., 8 May 04
Benjamin K. Wikner, as associate pastor of Harvest, Vista, Cal., 15 Oct 04

Roll of ministers:
Josue I. Balderas Yousik Hong Alan R. Pontier

William J. Baldwin II Bruce P. Jarvis Donald M. Poundstone
Steven M. Baugh Zachary R. Keele Timothy J. Power
Bruce M. Brawdy Rollin P. Keller Gonzalo Salinas
Donald G. Buchanan, Jr. Yong Hwan Kim Mark A. Schroeder
Wayne A. Buchtel Stephen A. Larson George C. Scipione
John A. Carter Charles Y. Lee Marcus J. Serven
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David A. Crum Michael J. Matossian Michael D. Stingley
Kim Ngoc Dang * George C. Miladin Robert B. Strimple
Jerome A. Farnik Mark C. Mueller Paul Viggiano
Nicholas T. S. Ganas David A. Okken Roger Wagner
John W. Garrisi Daniel H. Overduin William E. Warren
William J. Gorrell Stephen L. Parker Douglas L. Watson

Douglas P. Harley Michael D. Pasarilla Andrew E. Wikholm

Robert G. Herrmann Charles K. Perkins Benjamin K. Wikner

C. Phillip Hollstein III Jesse A. J. Pirschel

*under indefinite suspension
Licentiates

Licensures: None
Licentiates received: None
Licentiates removed: None
Roll of licentiates:

Peter H. Sim

PRESBYTERY OF THE SOUTHWEST

General Information

Membership: 22 Ministers, 37 Ruling Elders
Stated meetings: 3rd Friday in Jan

1st Thursday in May
3rd Thursday in Sept

Stated Clerk: Joseph A. Keller, term expires Jan 06
Moderator: Kevin W. Van Der Linden, term expires Jan 05

Churches and Mission Works

Number of congregations: 13 churches and 3 unorganized mission works
Changes in congregations:

OPC of Dallas NE, organized as a new and separate church, renamed Faith,
Garland, Tex., 9 July 04

Mission works: Parent church:
Providence, Kingwood, Tex. The regional church
Christ the King, Longview, Tex. The regional church
Covenant of Grace, Plainview, Tex. Christ Covenant, Amarillo, Tex.

Ministers

Ordinations: None
Ministers received:

Chad E. Bond, from Presbytery of Philadelphia, 9 July 04
Ministers removed:

Roger L. Gibbons, dismissed to Presbytery of the Midwest, 17 Sept 04
Ministers installed:

Chad E. Bond, pastor of Faith, Garland, Tex., 9 July 04
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Ministerial relationships dissolved:
Roger L. Gibbons, as evangelist of OPC of Dallas NE, Tex., 9 July 04
Michael R. Shipma, as pastor of Knox, Oklahoma City, Okla., 14 Nov 04

Roll of ministers:
William J. Bomer John H. Johnson, Jr. Richard A. Shaw
Chad E. Bond M. Scott Johnson Michael R. Shipma
Todd S. Bordow Joseph A. Keller F. Allan Story, Jr.
David T. Brack Robert A. Lotzer Kevin W. Van Der Linden
Gary W. Davenport K. Scott Oliphint Christopher H. Wisdom
William H. Doerfel Jack J. Peterson Adam A. York
Nathan J. Hornfeld Arthur G. Riffel
John R. Hunt, Jr. Bryan S. Schroeder

Licentiates

Licensures: None
Licentiates received: None
Licentiates removed: None
Roll of licentiates:

Phil Hodson
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APPORTIONMENT OF COMMISSIONERS

TO THE 73rd GENERAL ASSEMBLY

In accordance with the Standing Rules of the General Assembly, Chapter I, commissioners
to the Seventy-Third General Assembly (2006) are apportioned as follows:

Presbytery Ministers Ruling Elders

2005 2006 2005 2006

Central United States 2 2 1 1

Connecticut and S. New York 2 2 1 1

Dakotas 3 3 2 2

Michigan and Ontario 6 7 4 4

Mid-Atlantic 4 5 4 4

Midwest 7 7 7 7

New Jersey 7 7 5 5

New York and New England 7 8 5 5

Northern California 4 4 3 3

Northwest 6 6 4 5

Ohio 6 6 4 4

Philadelphia 10 9 6 6

South 5 5 2 2

Southeast 6 6 3 3

Southern California 10 9 7 6

Southwest 5 4 2 2

Moderator, 72nd GA 1 1 0 0

Stated Clerk, 72nd GA 1 1 0 0

Totals 92 92 60 60
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STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE

ORTHODOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

APPEALS AND COMPLAINTS

Class of 2008 Stuart R. Jones
Class of 2007 John W. Mallin III
Class of 2006 Glenn D. Jerrell
Alternate Thomas A. Foh

ARRANGEMENTS

Class of 2008 David E. Haney
Class of 2007 Russell W. Copeland, Jr.
Class of 2006 Robert M. Meeker

CHAPLAINS AND MILITARY PERSONNEL

Class of 2008 Robert M. Coie, Gordon E. Kauffman
Class of 2007 Robert B. Needham
Class of 2006 Richard M. Dickinson

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Class of 2008 Ministers: Gregory E. Reynolds, A. Craig Troxel,* David M. VanDrunnen*
Ruling Elders: John S. Deliyannides Ph.D., Paul S. MacDonald,

Class of 2007 Ministers: Rodney T. King, Stephen A. Pribble, Alan D. Strange
Ruling Elders: James S. Gidley, Ph.D.*, John R. Muether*

Class of 2006 Ministers: Sidney D. Dyer, Thomas E. Tyson*, G. I. Williamson
Ruling Elders: Darryl G. Hart, Ph.D., David Winslow, Jr.*

General Secretary:  The Rev. Danny E. Olinger
*Member of Subcommittee on Ministerial Training

COORDINATION

Class of 2008 Minister:  Stephen W. Igo
Ruling Elder:  Paul H. Tavares

Class of 2007 Minister:  Stephen D. Doe
Ruling Elder:  John D. Mazunik

Class of 2006 Minister:  James L. Bosgraf
Ruling Elder:  Ted Weber

Representative, Christian Education:  John S. Deliyannides
The Rev. Danny E. Olinger Gen. Sec., ex officio

Representative, Foreign Missions:  Gary W. Davenport

Mr. Mark T. Bube, Gen. Sec., ex officio

Representative, Home Missions and Church Extension:  Garret A. Hoogerhyde

The Rev. Ross W. Graham, Gen. Sec., ex officio

Director of Finance and Planned Giving:  Mr. David E. Haney



419Yearbook

DIACONAL MINISTRIES

Class of 2008 Minister:  David W. King (Chairman)
Ruling Elder:  David E. Haney

Class of 2007 Minister:  Ronald E. Pearce
Ruling Elder:  Frode M. Jensen

Class of 2006 Minister:  Leonard J. Coppes, Th.D.
Deacons:  Roy Ingelse, Robert J. Wright, Jr.

ECUMENICITY AND INTERCHURCH RELATIONS

Class of 2008 Jack J. Peterson, Jack W. Sawyer, Thomas E. Tyson

Class of 2007 L. Anthony Curto, Robert B. Needham

Class of 2006 Mark T. Bube, George W. Knight III, Th. D., G. I. Williamson

FOREIGN MISSIONS

Class of 2008 Ministers:  Richard B. Gaffin, Jr., Th.D. (President), David J. O’Leary,
Lendall H. Smith

Ruling Elders:  Archibald M. Laurie, John D. Williams
Class of 2007 Ministers:  Gary W. Davenport, William B. Kessler, John W. Mahaffy

Ruling Elders:  Luke E. Brown, Robert H. Joss
Class of 2006 Ministers:  Paul N. Browne, Jack J. Peterson, Benjamin J. Snodgrass

Ruling Elders:  R. Arthur Thompson, Bradley Y. Winsted
General Secretary:  Mr. Mark T. Bube
Assistant General Secretary:  Douglas B. Clawson

COMMITTEE FOR THE HISTORIAN

Class of 2008 Danny E. Olinger, David K. Thompson
Class of 2007 Brenton C. Ferry
Class of 2006 Douglas J. Smith

HOME MISSIONS AND CHURCH EXTENSION

Class of 2008 Ministers:  Ivan J. De Master, Jeffrey A. Landis, Larry G. Mininger
Ruling Elders:  Keith A. LeMahieu, James W. Van Dam, Ph.D.

Class of 2007 Ministers:  Mark R. Brown, George W. Knight, III, Th.D.,
Gerald S. Taylor

Ruling Elders:  Robert L. Ayres, John Mauldin
Class of 2006 Ministers:  Randall A. Bergquist, John R. Hilbelink (President),

Lawrence Semel,
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Ruling Elders:  Richard A. Barker, Garret A. Hoogerhyde
General Secretary:  The Rev. Ross W. Graham
Assistant General Secretary:  The Rev. Richard Gerber

PENSIONS

Class of 2008 Minister:  Douglas L. Watson
Ruling Elders:  Garret A. Hoogerhyde, Stephen R. Leavitt

Class of 2007 Minister:  Darren S. Thole
Ruling Elders:  Robert M. Meeker, William C. Redington

Class of 2006 Minister:  Robert L. Broline, Jr.
Ruling Elders:  Roger W. Huibregtse (President), Bruce A. Stahl,

TRUSTEES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Class of 2008 Minister:  Stephen L. Phillips
Ruling Elder:  Bruce A. Stahl

Class of 2007 Minister:  Martin L. Dawson, (President)
Ruling Elder:  Edward K. Tress

Class of 2006 Minister:  Samuel H. Bacon
Ruling Elder:  Richard A. Barker
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SPECIAL COMMITTEES OF THE

SEVENTY-SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY

HISTORIAN
John R. Muether

COMMITTEE ON DOCTRINE OF JUSTIFICATION
L. Anthony Curto, Sidney D. Dyer, David M. VanDrunen (Convener)

John V. Fesko, Richard B. Gaffin, Jr.,

COMMITTEE ON FINANCIAL REVIEW
Robert L. Broline (Convener), Donald J. Duff, Timothy K. Jackson,

Joseph LoGuidice, III, and Bruce A. Stahl
Mr. Roger L. Gibbons as alternate.

COMMITTEE ON REVISIONS TO THE DIRECTORY
FOR PUBLIC WORSHIP

George R. Cottenden (Chairman), John P. Galbraith, John O. Kinnaird,
Larry E. Wilson, Danny E. Olinger (Alternate member)
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MODERATORS OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY

GA YEAR MODERATOR PLACE OF ASSEMBLY

 1st 1936 J. Gresham Machen, D.D., Litt.D. Philadelphia, Pa.
 2nd 1936 J. Oliver Buswell, Jr., D.D. Philadelphia, Pa.
 3rd 1937 John J. De Waard Philadelphia, Pa.
 4th 1938 R. B. Kuiper  Quarryville, Pa.
 5th 1939 Alexander K. Davison, S.T.D. Glenside, Pa.
 6th 1939 Everett C. DeVelde Glenside, Pa.
 7th 1940 Paul Woolley Cincinnati, Ohio
 8th 1941 Robert Strong, S.T.D. Glenside, Pa.
 9th 1942 John P. Clelland Rochester, N.Y.
10th 1943 Oscar Holkeboer Willow Grove, Pa.
11th 1944 Edwin H. Rian Glenside, Pa.
12th 1945 Robert S. Marsden Glenside, Pa.
13th 1946 Ned B. Stonehouse, Th.D. Glenside, Pa.
14th 1947 John P. Galbraith Cedar Grove, Wis.
15th 1948 Edward L. Kellogg Wildwood, N.J.
16th 1949 Dwight H. Poundstone Los Angeles, Cal.
17th 1950 Leslie W. Sloat Glenside, Pa.
18th 1951 Lawrence R. Eyres Glenside, Pa.
19th 1952 Calvin K. Cummings Denver, Col.
20th 1953 John H. Skilton, Ph.D. Glenside, Pa.
21st 1954 Robert K. Churchill Rochester, N.Y.
22nd 1955 Robert L. Vining Glenside, Pa.
23rd 1956 Edward J. Young, Ph.D. Denver, Col.
24th 1957 Bruce F. Hunt W. Collingswood, N.J.
25th 1958 Edmund P. Clowney Oostburg, Wis.
26th 1959 Leslie A. Dunn Glenside, Pa.
27th 1960 David L. Neilands, Esq. Manhattan Beach, Cal.
28th 1961 John Murray Glenside, Pa.
29th 1962 Robert L. Atwell Cedar Grove, Wis.
30th 1963 LeRoy B. Oliver Vineland, N.J.
31st 1964 Glenn R. Coie Silver Spring, Md.
32nd 1965 Robert W. Eckardt Portland, Ore.
33rd 1966 Richard A. Barker Oostburg, Wis.
34th 1967 Henry W. Coray Long Beach, Cal.
35th 1968 Arthur O. Olson Westfield, N.J.
36th 1969 Ralph E. Clough Silver Spring, Md.
37th 1970 John J. Mitchell Portland, Ore.
38th 1971 George W. Knight, III, Th.D. Wilmington, Del.
39th 1972 Jack J. Peterson Oostburg, Wis.
40th 1973 Charles H. Ellis Manhattan Beach, Cal.
41st 1974 Laurence N. Vail Palos Heights, Ill.
42nd 1975 George R. Cottenden Beaver Falls, Pa.
43rd 1976 Garret A. Hoogerhyde Beaver Falls, Pa.
44th 1977 Wendell L. Rockey, Jr. Oostburg, Wis.
45th 1978 Larry D. Conard Grand Rapids, Mich.



423Yearbook

46th 1979 George E. Haney, Jr. Beaver Falls, Pa.
47th 1980 Thomas E. Tyson Beaver Falls, Pa.
48th 1981 Glenn T. Black Beaver Falls, Pa.
49th 1982 Dennis E. Johnson Grand Rapids, Mich.
50th 1983 Bernard J. Stonehouse Laverock, Pa.
51st 1984 Richard B. Gaffin, Jr., Th.D. Beaver Falls, Pa.
52nd 1985 John R. Hilbelink St. Davids, Pa.
53rd 1986 Robert B. Strimple, Th.D. St. Davids, Pa.
54th 1987 John O. Kinnaird Grand Rapids, Mich.
55th 1988 Mark T. Bube Lookout Mountain, Tenn.
56th 1989 Donald J. Duff Beaver Falls, Pa.
57th 1990 Theodore J. Georgian San Diego, Calif.
58th 1991 William E. Warren Beaver Falls, Pa.
59th 1992 Stephen L. Phillips Beaver Falls, Pa.
60th 1993 Donald M. Poundstone Beaver Falls, Pa.
61st 1994 Steven F. Miller Harvey Cedars, N.J.
62nd 1995 Douglas A. Watson Beaver Falls, Pa.
63rd 1996 David Winslow Beaver Falls, Pa.
64th 1997 John W. Mahaffy Beaver Falls, Pa.
65th 1998 Ross W. Graham Grand Rapids, Mich.
66th 1999 Larry G. Mininger Grand Rapids, Mich.
67th 2000 James S. Gidley, Ph.D. Tacoma, Wa.
68th 2001 David J. O’Leary Grand Rapids, Mich.
69th 2002 Douglas B. Clawson Wenham, Mass.
70th 2003 Robert M. Coie Sioux Center, Ia.
71st 2004 Larry E. Wilson Beaver Falls, Pa.
72nd 2005 James L. Bosgraf Grand Rapids. Mich.
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CLERKS OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY

GA YEAR STATED CLERK ASSISTANT CLERK

 lst 1936 Paul Woolley
 2nd 1936 Leslie W. Sloat
 3rd 1937 Leslie W. Sloat
 4th 1938 John H. Skilton
 5th 1939 Leslie W. Sloat
 6th 1939 Leslie W. Sloat
 7th 1940 John P. Galbraith
 8th 1941 Paul Woolley
 9th 1942 Robert E. Nicholas
10th 1943 Leslie W. Sloat Edward L. Kellogg
11th 1944 Edward Heerema LeRoy B. Oliver
12th 1945 Eugene Bradford Charles H. Ellis
13th 1946 Eugene Bradford Arthur W. Kuschke, Jr.
14th 1947 H. Wilson Albright Robert L. Vining
15th 1948 Robert W. Eckardt Raymond M. Meiners
16th 1949 Robert W. Eckardt Edwards E. Elliott
17th 1950 Robert L. Vining LeRoy B. Oliver
18th 1951 Robert L. Vining Ralph W. Clough
19th 1952 Henry D. Phillips Theodore J Georgian
20th 1953 Raymond M. Meiners F. Kingsley Elder, Jr.
21st 1954 Raymond M. Meiners Elmer M. Dortzbach
22nd 1955 Robert S. Marsden LeRoy B. Oliver
23rd 1956 Robert S. Marsden LeRoy B. Oliver
24th 1957 Robert S. Marsden Raymond O. Zorn
25th 1958 LeRoy B. Oliver Henry D. Phillips
26th 1959 LeRoy B. Oliver C. Herbert Oliver
27th 1960 LeRoy B. Oliver Richard A. Barker
28th 1961 LeRoy B. Oliver Richard A. Barker
29th 1962 LeRoy B. Oliver Richard A. Barker
30th 1963 Robert W. Eckardt Richard A. Barker
31st 1964 Robert W. Eckardt Laurence N. Vail
32nd 1965 Robley J. Johnston Edwards E. Elliott
33rd 1966 Robley J. Johnston Edwards E. Elliott
34th 1967 Robley J. Johnston Edwards E. Elliott
35th 1968 John J. Mitchell F. Kingsley Elder, Jr.
36th 1969 John J. Mitchell Ronald E. Jenkins
37th 1970 Robert E. Nicholas Ronald E. Jenkins
38th 1971 Richard A. Barker Robert E. Nicholas
39th 1972 Richard A. Barker Stephen L. Phillips
40th 1973 Richard A. Barker Stephen L. Phillips
41st 1974 Richard A. Barker Stephen L. Phillips
42nd 1975 Richard A. Barker Stephen L. Phillips
43rd 1976 Richard A. Barker Stephen L. Phillips
44th 1977 Richard A. Barker Stephen L. Phillips
45th 1978 Richard A. Barker James L. Bosgraf
46th 1979 Richard A. Barker Stephen L. Phillips
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47th 1980 Richard A. Barker Stephen L. Phillips
48th 1981 Richard A. Barker Stephen L. Phillips
49th 1982 Richard A. Barker Stephen L. Phillips
50th 1983 Richard A. Barker Stephen L. Phillips
51st 1984 John P. Galbraith Stephen L. Phillips
52nd 1985 John P. Galbraith Stephen L. Phillips
53rd 1986 John P. Galbraith Stephen L. Phillips
54th 1987 John P. Galbraith Stephen L. Phillips
55th 1988 John P. Galbraith Stephen L. Phillips
56th 1989 Richard A. Barker Stephen L. Phillips
57th 1990 Richard A. Barker Stephen L. Phillips

58th 1991 Richard A. Barker Stephen L. Phillips
59th 1992 Donald J. Duff Glenn D. Jerrell
60th 1993 Donald J. Duff Glenn D. Jerrell
61st 1994 Donald J. Duff Glenn D. Jerrell
62nd 1995 Donald J. Duff Glenn D. Jerrell
63rd 1996 Donald J. Duff Glenn D. Jerrell
64th 1997 Donald J. Duff Stephen L. Phillips
65th 1998 Donald J. Duff Stephen L. Phillips
66th 1999 Donald J. Duff John W. Mahaffy
67th 2000 Donald J. Duff John W. Mahaffy
68th 2001 Donald J. Duff John W. Mahaffy
69th 2002 Donald J. Duff John W. Mahaffy
70th 2003 Donald J. Duff John W. Mahaffy
71st 2004 Donald J. Duff John W. Mahaffy
72nd 2005 Donald J. Duff John W. Mahaffy
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STATED CLERKS OF PRESBYTERIES

CENTRAL UNITED STATES

The Rev. Mark T. Harrington
2800 Hallmark Rd.,
Lincoln, NE 68507-2749

CONNECTICUT & SO. NY

The Rev. John W. Mallin III
444 North Allison St.
Greencastle, PA 17225-1212

DAKOTAS

The Rev. Archibald A. Allison
3808 Ziegler Rd.,
Fort Collins, CO 80525

MICHIGAN & ONTARIO

The Rev. Timothy L. Bero
928 N. Drake Rd.
Kalamazoo, MI 49006

MID-ATLANTIC

Dr. Leonard E. Miller
4310 Puller Dr.
Kensington, MD 20895-4048

MIDWEST

The Rev. Rodney T. King
3116 Lincoln Ave.
Des Moines, IA 50301

NEW JERSEY

Mr. Richard A. Barker
639 Shadowlawn Drive
Westfield. NJ 07090-3557

NEW YORK & NEW ENGLAND

The Rev. Stephen L. Phillips
548 Park Ave.
Quarryville, PA 17566-9235

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA

Mr. Donald G. Jamieson
1813 Comstock Ln.,
San Jose, CA 95124-1705

NORTHWEST

The Rev. John W. Mahaffy
1709 N. College Ave.
Newberg, OR 97132-9110

OHIO

The Rev. Everett C. DeVelde, Jr.
RD 1, Box 336
Franklin, PA 16323

PHILADELPHIA

The Rev. Thomas A Foh
RR 5, Box 5035
Saylorsburg, PA 18353-9806

SOUTH

The Rev. Jeffrey K. Boer
6270 W. 6th Ave.
Hialeah, FL 33021-6529

SOUTHEAST

The Rev. Hank L. Belfield
532 Vance Dr.
Chilhowie, VA 24319

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

The Rev. Donald J. Buchanan, Jr.
13546 La Jolla Circle, #209D
La Mirada, CA 90638-3322

SOUTHWEST

The Rev. Joseph A. Keller
949 Dunkirk Lane
Arlington, TX, 76017
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CLERKS OF SESSION

(Mission Works Marked with *Asterisks)
(Revised to 09-21-05)

REGIONAL CHURCH OF THE CENTRAL UNITED STATES

KANSAS

Caney, OPC - Robert L. Ayres, Rt. 1, Box 190-D, 67333-3210
Overland Park, Park Woods - Robert Gault, 5724 Grand Ave., Kansas City, MO, 64113

NEBRASKA

Lincoln, Faith - Mark T. Harrington, 2800 Hallmark Road, 68507

OKLAHOMA

Bartlesville, Westminster - Jerold W. Barnett, 4101 SE Lakeview Dr., 74006

REGIONAL CHURCH OF CONNECTICUT

AND SOUTHERN NEW YORK

CONNECTICUT

Hamden, Westminster - Frank Emley, 79 Squire Lane, 06518
Newtown, Community - Christopher Crandall, 96 Chapin Rd., New Milford, CT 06776

NEW YORK

Bohemia, OPC - Clerk of Session, 906 Church St., 11716-5008
Franklin Square, OPC - Michael Montemarano, 66 Hudson Rd., Bellerose Village,

11001

Mount Vernon, Westchester - Donald S. Swanson, 247 Lincoln Ave., New Rochelle,
10801

REGIONAL CHURCH OF THE DAKOTAS

COLORADO

Broomfield, OPC - Gregory L. Thurston, 1282 Aberdeen Dr., 80020
Castle Rock, Reformation - Kevin P. Swanson, 4663 Beaver Ridge Rd., Elbert, CO

80106
Denver, Park Hill - Cyril Nightengale, 2878 Ash St., 80207-3021
Denver, Providence - Larry D. Sauvain, 20555 E. Maplewood Pl., Aurora, 80016
Fort Collins, Emmaus OPC - Kenneth C. Faurot, 6265 Kremers Ln., LaPorte, 80535

NORTH DAKOTA

*Bismarck, Covenant - Clerk of Session, 811 4th St SW, Mandan, 58554-4010
Carson, Bethel - Stephen Sturlaugson, 5645 73rd. St. SW, 58529

SOUTH DAKOTA

Bancroft, Murdock Memorial - Rodney L. Perry, 42325 204th St., 57353-5610
Bridgewater, Trinity - John Munkvold, 713 S. Poplar, Freeman, 57029
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Freeman, Bethlehem Reformed, Dennis Wollman, PO Box 519, 57029
Hamill, Westminster - Miles DeJong, HCR 81, Box 50, Kennebec, 57544
Volga, Calvary - James Kleinjan, 20506 463rd. Ave., Bruce, 57220
Winner, OPC - Jon Hansen, 27630 321st Ave, 57580

UTAH

Salt Lake City, Christ OPC - John H. Terpstra, 281 E. Eagleridge Dr., North Salt Lake,
84054

REGIONAL CHURCH OF MICHIGAN AND ONTARIO

INDIANA

Walkerton, Grace Reformed Church - Wayne A. Feece, 32820 Timothy Tr., 46574

MICHIGAN

Ada, Redeemer OPC - Dean Koopman, 306 Clements Mill Ct., 49301
Brighton, Covenant - Dennis Pfleger, 887 S. Harvey St., Plymouth , 48170-2025
Central Lake, Chain-O-Lakes - Jonas Chupp, 2668 Carpenter Rd., Bellaire, 49615
Coopersville, Little Farms Chapel - Hank Veldman, 2518 Arthur St. Coopersville, MI

49404
Farmington Hills, Oakland Hills – William Martin III, 2568 Skye Dr., 48336
Gowen, Spencer Mills - Alan W. Flowers
Grand Rapids, Harvest - George Molenaar, 4838 Dell View Ct., Hudsonville, 49426-

1664
Grand Rapids, Mill Creek - Jon Damon, PO Box 140973, 49514-0973
Holland, New Life - Martin A. Novak, c/o Darrell Tanis, 3457 Jamieson Dr,

Hudsonville, MI 49426
*Houghton, Portage Reformed - Clerk of Session, c/o Todd Wagenmaker, 705 E

Montezuma Ave, 49931
*Hudsonville, Cedar - Jack Himebook, 160 Ω W. Main Ave., Zeeland, 49426
Kalamazoo, Community - Henry Mejeur, 4821 Weston, 49006
Kentwood, Meadow Springs Community - Vito Lomonaco, 5572 Edgelawn Dr SE,

Kentwood, 49508
Lansing, Grace - Stephen A. Pribble, 2009 Loraine, 48910-8731
*Manistee, Providence - Clerk of Session, 377 4th St, 49660
Metamora, Pilgrim - William Winter, 2255 Deer Creek Trail, 48455
Rockford, Rockford Springs Community - Harlod Sexton, 9633 Thornapple Ave.,

Grant, 49327
*Royal Oak, Providence OPC - Ronald Mills, Sr., 15742 St. Marys, Detroit, 48227

ONTARIO

*Jordan, Living Hope -  Cope Jonkman, 16 Main St. Paris, ON N3L 3E1 CANADA
London, Covenant - Alan Quick, 383 Head St. North, Strathroy, ON N7G 2K1

CANADA
Meaford, Emmanuel OPC, - Clerk of Session, c/o Robert Greenfield, RR1 Meaford,

ON N4L 1W5 CANADA
*Shedden, Grace - Alan Quick, 383 Head St North, Strathroy, ON N7G 2K1

CANADA
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Sheffield, Grace Covenant - Cope Jonkman, 16 Main St. Paris, ON N3L 3E1
CANADA

*Toronto Bethel (Portuguese) - Clerk of Session, c/o Jorge Barros, 1349 Northmount
Ave, Mississauga, ON L5E 1Y4 CANADA

REGIONAL CHURCH OF THE MID-ATLANTIC

MARYLAND

Baltimore, First - L. Fred Baum, Jr., 425 Haslett Rd., Joppa, 21085-4229
Bowie, Trinity Reformed - The Rev. Gerald S. Taylor, 12705 Chesney Ln, Bowie,

20715
Burtonsville, Covenant - Ronald S. Carrier, 15811 Haynes Rd., Laurel, 20707
Columbia, Columbia - Jaime A. Cruz, 6464 Wesley Ln., Elkridge, 21244
Frederick, New Hope - William R. Johansen, 2903 Kling Court, 21701-7836
*Germantown, Cornerstone Reformed Fellowship- James Stastny, 10151 Nightingale

St., Gaithersburg, 20882-4020
Silver Spring, Knox - Newman deHaas, 913 Loxford Terrace, 20901-1126

VIRGINIA

*Charlottesville, Providence - Anthony Monaghan, 2700 Northfield Rd., 22901
*Fredericksburg, Bethel Reformed Presbyterian - Gary Underwood, 3 Pennsbury Ct,

22406
Harrisonburg, Berea – Stephen Dufresne, 981 S. High St., 22801
Leesburg, Bethel - Edward L. Stoffel, 135 Small Apple Ct., Linden, 22642
Manassas, Dayspring - Donald H. Potter 3674 Osborne Dr., Warrenton, VA 20187-

3911
*Purcellville Ketoctin Covenant - William Johansen, 2903 Kling Ct, Frederick, MD

21701
Staunton, Covenant Community Church - Anthony Monaghan, 2408 Hickory St.,

22401
Sterling, Sterling - The Rev. Edwin C. Urban, 202 Stratford Place, S.W., Leesburg

20175-3846
Vienna, Grace - John S. Logan, 1012 N. Potomac, Arlington, 22205

REGIONAL CHURCH OF THE MIDWEST

ILLINOIS

Batavia, Covenant of Grace - David Warner, 36W573 Timber Ridge Ct., St. Charles,
60175

Grayslake, Hope - Randy Lee, 40555 W. Gridley Dr., Antioch, 60048
Hanover Park, Grace - Lars Johnson, 5324 Niven Lane, 60133
Indian Head Park, Westminster - Charles K. Telfer, 3837 Woodland Ave., Western

Springs, 60525
New Lenox, New Covenant Community - Bruce Hollister, 1312 Oneida St., Joliet,

60435
Orland Park, Covenant - James P. Casey, 4925 Arquilla, Richton Park, 60471
Springfield, Covenant Reformed - David Maulding, 2005 Appleton Dr., 62707
Wheaton, Bethel - Steven J. Werkema, ON 022 Evans Ave., 60187
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INDIANA

*Evansville, Covenant Community, - Keith Cannon, 10540 Schissler Rd., 47712

IOWA

Cedar Falls, Covenant Presbyterian - Harold P. Roskamp, 1917 Sunnyside, 50613
Des Moines, Grace Reformed Presbyterian - Mitchel Mahan, 4601 38th St., 50310
*Independence, New Covenant - Clerk of Session, 3625 Skyview Dr, Janesville, WI

53546
MINNESOTA

*Breezy Point, Church of the Lakes, - Clerk of Session, Box 282, Garrison, 56450

*St. Paul, Clerk of Session, 465 Warwick St., 55105

WISCONSIN

Appleton, Apple Valley - Fred Fudge, E 8188 Seefeld Rd., New London, 54961
Cedar Grove, Calvary - David Heuver, 10 Van Altena Ave., 53013
Green Bay, New Hope - Nelson J. Agen, N 7137 Co. Rd. C, Seymour, 54165
Janesville, Christ Presbyterian - David W. King, 1420 Oakland Ave, 53545
*Madison, Providence Presbyterian – Clerk of Session, 1104 Wispering pines Way,

Fitchburg, 53713
Menomonee Falls, Falls - Todd Neerhof, 608 Violet Court, Colgate, 53017
Morgan Siding, Old Stockbridge - Joshua Martin, N8004 Morgan Rd, Gresham,

54128-8984
*New Berlin, Covenant - John D. Williams, 7029 Grand Parkway, Wauwatosa, 53213
Oostburg, Bethel - James LeMahieu, 415 New York Ave., 53070
*Reedsburg, Grace Reformed - Clerk of Session, 400 N Webb Ave Apt 1, Reedsburg,

53959
Roberts, Roberts Community Church, Kurt Swanson, 302 265th St., Woodwille, 54028
Sheboygan, Grace - Mark Berenschot, 4011 N. 30th St., 53081
Zoar, Menominee - Karl E. Thompson, PO Box 345, Gresham, WI 54128

REGIONAL CHURCH OF NEW JERSEY

NEW JERSEY

Bellmawr, Immanuel - Jerry Falasca, 408 Maple Ave., Haddonfield, 08033
Bridgeton, Calvary - Bruce C. Fenton, 56 Hitchner Ave., 08302
*Camden, Tabernaculo de Gracia - Thomas D. Church, 11 Park Drive, Bellmawr,

08031
Cherry Hill, OPC - c/o Ron Pohler, 1637 New Brooklyn Rd., Erial, NJ 08081
Fair Lawn, Grace - Robert A. Reith, 40 N. 17th St., Prospect Park, 07508
Glassboro, Providence - Ward Gibson, 71E. Tomlin Station Road, Mickleton, 08056
Hackettstown, Church of the Covenant - Keith Cumo, 21 Saddlebrook Dr.,

Washington, 07882
Hamilton (Trenton), Grace - Charles L. Maack, 204 Hillcrest Ave., 08618
*Marlton, Immanuel OPC, - Clerk of Session, Gerald Falasca, 408 Maple Ave.,

Haddonfield, NJ 08033
North Wildwood, Central Bible - Clerk of Session, 123 E. 18th St., 08260
Phillipsburg/Harmony, Calvary Community - Ed Kauffman, 2006 Hay Terrace, Easton,

PA 18042
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Phillipsburg, River of Life - Thomas E. Notaro, 83 Miller St., 08865
Pittsgrove, Faith - Kevin L. Parks, 19 W. Del A Vue Ave., Carneys Point, 08069
Ringoes, Calvary of Amwell - Jesse J. Denton, Jr., PO Box 380, 08551
Somerset, Mount Carmel Presbyterian - Kenneth Parks, 2 Colby Court, Belvidere, NJ

07823
Stratford, Stratford OPC - Bruce A. Stahl, 64 Dunhill Dr., Voorhees, 08043
Toms River, Redeemer, -Clerk of Session, PO Box 1854, 08754-1854
Vineland, Covenant - Edward A. Duffy. 71 W. Almond St., PO Box 54, 08362
*Vineland, Nueva Esperanza, Clerk of Session, 1029 E. Landis Ave., 08362
W. Collingswood, Immanuel - Michael A. Richards, 1200 Newton Ave., 08107
Westfield, Grace - Richard A. Barker, 639 Shadowlawn Dr., 07090
Whippany, Emmanuel - Robert A. Freeman, Llewellyn Park, West Orange, 07052-

5402
Wildwood, Calvary - Thomas A. Jorgensen, 136 W. Lavender Rd.., Wildwood Crest,

08260

REGIONAL CHURCH OF NEW YORK AND NEW ENGLAND

MAINE

Bangor, Pilgrim - Brian D, Nolder, 758 Kenduskeag Ave., 04401-2908
Brunswick, Merrymeeting Bay - Richard J. Stocker, RR 10 Box 3143, Augusta, 04330
*Bucksport, Penobscot Bay – Paul S. MacDonald, c/o Russell J. Hamilton, 364 Front

Ridge Rd., Orland, 04472
*Denmark, Pleasant Mountain - Clerk of Session, c/o Jon Marshall, 156 Hio Ridge

Rd., 04022
Portland, Second Parish - Stephen A. MacDonald, Ph.D., 85 South St., Gorham, 04038
Rockport, Lakeview - Richard V. Abbott, 550 Ridge Rd., Windsor, 04363-9731
Skowhegan, OPC - Fremont A. Moody, 1284 East Ridge Rd, Cornville, 04976

MASSACHUSETTS

Fall River, Grace - Rodney D. Titcomb, 4380 North Main St., #503, 02720-1713
Ipswich, First Pres. Church North Shore - Robert Joss, Ph.D., 60 High St., 01938
Newton Center, Peace - Joseph O. Chapa, 9 Canter Cir., Westford, 01886
North Andover, Merrimack Valley - John W. Coskery, Jr., 32 Kendricks Ct., Amesbury,

01913-3715
West Barnstable, Presbyterian of Cape Cod - Carlos Pereira, 121 Union St.,

Yarmouthport, 02675

NEW HAMSHIRE

Jaffery, Jaffrey OPC, - Scott Goodwin, 4 Casalis Rd., Peterborough, 03458
Manchester, Amoskeag Presbyterian - James Graves, 167 Bunker Hill Rd., Auburn,

03032

NEW YORK

Amsterdam, Covenant - P. Randall Staver, 1060 Perth Rd., Hagaman, NY 12086
Canton, New Life - Laurence Veinott, 125 Judson Steet Road, 13617
Lisbon, OPC - Harley Lowry, 8820 County Rt. 27, 13658
Rochester, Covenant - Doug Giebel, 500 Brooks Ave., 14619
Rochester, Memorial - David Terpstra, 1285 York St., Lima, 14485-9746
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Schenectady, Calvary - Charles Powers, 1058 Palmer Ave., Niskayuna, 12309
Syracuse, Hope - Rich Stauter, 5136 Duguid Rd., Fayetteville, 13006

VERMONT

Barre, Covenant - Andrew H. Selle, 124 Iroquois Ave., Essex Junction, 05452

REGIONAL CHURCH OF NORTHERN CALIFORNIA

CALIFORNIA

Antioch, Delta Oaks - George S. MacKensie, 2264 Gill Port Lane, Walnut Creek,
94598

Berkeley, Covenant - David L. Neilands, 1601 Cedar St., 94703
*Castro Valley, Providence - Clerk of Session, c/o Colin Gunil, 22435 Ruby St, 94546
Eureka, Covenant -
Hanford, New Hope - Jay C. Nelken, 515 E Sycamore St, 93230
Hughson, Sovereign Grace - Ken Tucker, 6061 Leedom Rd., 95326
Modesto, Grace - Richard Nielson, 3324 John Lee Lane, 95350
Monterey Bay, Covenant - Joseph L. Hanna, 85 Blake Ave. Corralitas, CA 95076
Novato, Trinity - Richard C. Miller, 8 Doris Ave., 94947-3814
Roseville, Reformation - Steve Terwilliger, 9184 Rolling Ln., Fair Oaks, 95628
San Francisco, First - Erik F. Wait, PO Box 7101, Fremont, CA 94537
San Jose, Covenant – Randy Franklin, 20500 Black Rd., Los Gatos, 95033-9590
Sonora, Oak Hill Presbyterian - Dennis J. Fullalove, 427 Heathcliff Dr., Pacifica,

94044-2035
South San Francisco, New Covenant - Dennis J. Fullalove, 427 Heathcliff Dr.,

Pacifica, 94044
Sunnyvale, First - James Lemen, 10625 Johnson Ave., Cupertino, 95014

NEVADA

Battle Mountain, Grace - Daniel Patterson, 30 Lewis Dr., 89820
*Las Vegas, Providence – James Huizenga, 5935 Hosta Ln., San Jose, CA 95124-6560

Reno, Mt. Rose Reformed Presbyterian Church, Clerk of Session, PO Box 6115,
89513

REGIONAL CHURCH OF THE NORTHWEST

ALASKA

Anchorage, Faith - Jim Strong, 1114 Broaddus,  99515
Wasilla, Grace - Bruce Long, HC 30 Box 5566, 99654

IDAHO

Arco, OPC - Howard Wood, 2326 N. 3000 W., 83213
Boise, Sovereign Redeemer Fellowship - John P. Jambura, PO Box 45310, 83711-5310
Idaho Falls, New Geneva - Terry E. Wright, 110 N. Morningside Dr., 83404

MONTANA

*Helena, Elkhorn - Jay Heslep, P.O. Box 188, Jefferson City, 59638
Kalispell, Faith Covenant - Dave Hanson, 206 Kirsten Dr., 59901
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Missoula, Garden City Presbyterian - The Rev. Ronald J. McKenzie, 2345 S. 7th. ST
West, 59801

OREGON

Bend, Grace Reformed Presbyterian Church - David R. Upham, 1236 N.W. Summit
Dr., Bend, 97701

Grants Pass, Faith - Frode Jensen, 1355 Ferry Rd., 97526
Medford, Trinity - David A. Van Den Berg, 2544 Samoan Way, 97504
Newberg, Trinity - William R. Elder, 2009 N. Main, Newberg, OR 97132
Portland, First - Tom Bradshaw, 4810 N.W. 179th St., Ridgefield, WA 98642
*Roseburg, Covenant Grace - Frode Jensen, 1355 Ferry Rd, Grants Pass, 97526

WASHINGTON

Bothell, New Life OPC - The Rev. Marcus J. Renkema, 21701 4th Ave. SE, 98021
Cathlamet, Puget Island - Clerk of Session, 253 Risk Rd., 98612
*Colville, Emmanuel - Jack D. Bradley, 508 N Oak St, 99114
Kennewick, Covenant - George Stanton, 94706 Northstar P.R. NE, West Richland,

99353
Kent, Emmanuel OPC - Andrew M. Elam, 11530 SE 319th St, Auburn, 98092
Lynnwood, OPC - Richard D. Mason, 232 East Highland Drive, Arlington, 98223-

1518
*Monroe, Westminster - Richard D. Mason, 232 E Highland Dr, Arlington, WA 98223
*Mount Vernon, Grace - Bruce Bartlett, 290 Lochwood Dr., Camano Island, WA

98282
Oak Harbor, Sovereign Grace - Robert C. Van Kooten, 1902 Zylstra Rd, 98277
*Olympia, Reformation OPC, Clerk of Session, PO Box 11896, 98508
*Port Angeles, Redeeming Grace - Clerk of Session, c/o William Renkema, 1319 W.

12th St., 98363

REGIONAL CHURCH OF OHIO

INDIANA

*Indianapolis, Christ Covenant - Clerk of Session, c/o Larry E Wilson, 5302 E 72nd Pl,
46250

Sheridan, Christ Covenant - Clerk of Session, 307 E 2nd St, 46069

OHIO

Columbus, Grace - David Huston, 14515 Robison Rd., Plain City, 43064
Dayton (North), Covenant - Clerk of Session, 1100 S. Miami St., West Milton, 45383-

1217
Dayton (South), Redeemer - T. Andrew Demana, 356 N. King St., Xenia, 45385
Mansfield, Covenant - Jon Burton, 675 Brae Burn, 44907
Pickerington, Providence - Michael D. Diercks, 189 Citation Rd.. SW, Pataskala,

43062-8508

PENNSYLVANIA

Franklin, Trinity OPC – George Elder, 493 East Gilmore Road, Grove City, PA 16127

Grove City, Covenant - Jack Kendall, 430 Summit Street, 16127
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Harrisville, Calvary - James Bailey, 349 Porter Rd., 16038
Hollidaysburg, Westminster - Deane Mann, 1312 Spring Run Dr., Altoona, 16601
Indiana, Faith - Ronald McNutt, 2129 S. Ridge Rd., Shelocta, 15774
Johnstown, Westminster OPC - William McKelvey, 447 Eisenhower Blvd., 15904
Pittsburgh, Covenant - Michael Berkenpas, 17 Nancy Dr., 15235-4232
Pulaski, Nashua - James T. Cover, RR 1 Box 1344 Evergreen Rd., Pulaski, 16143-

9746
Sewickley, Grace – James S. Gidley, 141 Nelson Ave., New Brighton, PA 15066 -
West Alegheny, Immanuel - Jonathan Stark, 1117 Hiland Ave, Coraopolis, 15108

WEST VIRGINIA

*Huntington, Trinity - Clerk of Session, c/o Dr Jeffrey L Shaw, 52 Carriage Ln, 25705
Morgantown, Reformation - James Alexander, 14 Cedar Circle, 26508-9151

REGIONAL CHURCH OF PHILADELPHIA

DELAWARE

Middletown, Grace - Douglas A. Watson, 104 Sarahs Ln, Horsham, PA 19044
Wilmington, Emmanuel - Timothy D. Krizan, 2613 Pennington Dr., 19801-2405

PENNSYLVANIA

Allentown, Living Hope - Harold McKenzie, 3120 Lindberg Ave., Allentown, 18103
Bethlehem, Christ Community Church- William H. Willever, 407 Liggett Blv.,

Phillipsburg, NJ 08865
*Broomall, Faith - Clerk of Session, PO Box 53, 19008-0053
*Carlisle, Redeemer - Dr. J. Lynn Hoffman, 846 W. South St., 17013
Easton, Covenant - Graham C. Harbman, 1220 Pine Grove Dr., 18045
Fawn Grove, Faith - Dennis C. Henry, 709 Blossom Hill Lane, Dallastown, 17313
Gettysburg, Living Hope -Todd Hurd, 494 Brysonia Rd., Siglerville, 17307-9712
Glenside, Calvary – Edward K. Tress, 108 Cathedral Dr., North Wales, 19454-1000
Gwynedd, Gwynedd Valley - Richard B. Gaffin, 727 Locust Lane, Lower Gwynedd,

19002-2537
Hatboro, Trinity - Jim Stevenson, 5029 Rebecca Fell Dr., Doylestown, PA 18901
Lampeter, New Life - Leonard G. Brown, 2001 Harrisburg Pk #B416, Lancaster,

17601-2641
Lansdowne, Knox - Andrew P. Duggan,230 Fairlamb Ave., Havertown, 19083
Mansfield, Grace Fellowship - Joel C. Kershner, 21 Elmira St., 16933
Middletown, Calvary - David J. Gregg, 1792 Brentwood Dr., Middletown, PA 17057
Oxford, Bethany - Woodward Odiorne, 372 Lucky Hill Rd., West Chester, PA 19382
*Perkasi, First - Clerk of Session, 441 Dorchester Rd, 18944
Philadelphia, Emmanuel Chapel - Joel L. Cummings, 1931 S. 16th St., Philadelphia,

PA 19145
Philadelphia, Grace - William Brasch, 1412 Parkside Dr., Havertown, 19083
Philadelphia (Germantown), Grace Fellowship - Ed Chappelle, 8516 Williams Ave.,

19150
*Pottstown, Living Word - Paul L. Brandon, 2160 Foxtail Dr, Sanatoga, 19464
Reading, Covenant - John R. Sallade, 36 Lawndale Rd., 19610
Tannersville, Pocono - Allen Lewis, 4110 Kesslerville Rd.,Easton, PA 18040
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Wilkes-Barre, Susquehanna Bible Fellowship, John R. Schwartz, 621 Montgomery
Ave., West Pittston, 18640

Williamsport, New Life - Joseph W. Smith, III, 2001 Round Top Rd., Montoursville,
17754-9609

*Yardley, Yardley - William Redington, 2052 Farmview Dr., Newtown, 18940

REGIONAL CHURCH OF THE SOUTH

ALABAMA

Birmingham, Redeemer - Doug Scofield, PO Box 535, Clelsea, 35043
*Huntsville, Providence - Richard L. Guido, 121 Antebellum Dr., Meridianville,

35759
Mobile, Heritage - Jack Bentley, 5757 Deerwood Dr. South, 36618
*Montgomery, Montgomery OPC, Len Atkinson, 119 Sunfest Dr., Deatsville, 36022

FLORIDA

*Bradenton, Providence - Clerk of Session, PO Box 1892, 34206-1892
Fort Pierce, Covenant Reformed - Sam Rowe, 4699 Oleander Ave, 34982
Hialeah, Sharon - Raul Montes, 6270 W. 6 Ave., 33012-6529
Key West, Keys Chapel - Gregory M. Rowe, 1000 Coppitt Rd., 33040
Lake Worth, Fellowship - John S. Deliyannides, 4931 NW 49th Ave., Coconut Creek,

33073-4902
Niceville, Grace - Robert L. Grete, 277 Wava Ave, 32578
Ocala, Faith - Ralph S. Pearson, 256 SE 62 Terrace, 34472
Orlando, Lake Sherwood - David Bower, 1826 Imperial Palm Dr. Apopka, 32712
Oviedo, Reformation - John R. Muether, 1167 Kerwood Cir, 32765-6194
*Pensacola, Covenant - Clerk of Session, 2885 Olive Rd, 32514
Tallahassee, Calvary - Michael L. Andrews, 1990 Beaver Cr Dr, , Havana, 32333-9515

LOUISIANA

*Nachitoches, Covenant - Joel Mertens, 144 Sharmard Dr, 71457
Pineville, Pineville - Bill Cutter, 2137 Turner St., Alexandria, 71301

MISSISSIPPI

Forest, Covenant OPC - Clerk of Session, 818 Marion Blvd., 39074

REGIONAL CHURCH OF THE SOUTHEAST

GEORGIA

Atlanta (Doraville), Redeemer - Richard W. Hastings, 2338 Scarlett Walk, Stone
Mountain, 30087

*Carrollton, Westminster - Clerk of Session, PO Box 1189, 30112

La Grange, Covenant - James P. Rensenhouse Jr., 108 Ember Way, 30240-8497
Marietta, Geneva - John V. Fesko, 109 Towey Trail, Woodstock, 30188
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KENTUCKY

London, Christ Presbyterian - D. Patrick Ramsey, 100 Hemlock Ln, 40744
*Neon, Covenant Reformed - Clerk of Session, PO Box 11, 41840

NORTH CAROLINA

Charlotte, Redeemer - Gary Flye, 10909 Megwood Dr, 28277
Etowah, Christ Presbyterian - Clerk of Session, PO Box 1473, 28729
Granite Falls, Catawba Valley - Tom Lindley, 520 Lower Creek Rd., Lenoir, 28645
Greensboro, Providence - Clerk of Session, 8004 Linville Rd Ste D3, Oak Ridge,

27310
*Hickory, Reformed Bible - E. Cody Ray, 1911 19th Street Place NE, 28601
Matthews, Orthodox Presbyterian - Chris Dollar, 2703 Weddington Rd., Monroe, NC

28110
Mount Airy, Covenant Reformed - Ben Holmes, 3115 Swaringer Rd., Traphill, 28685
New Bern, Covenant - Jeremy Huntington, 7430 US Hwy. 17, Pollocksville, 28573-

9204
Raleigh, Pilgrim - Joe Jager, 2329 Primrose Valley Court, 27613-8552

SOUTH CAROLINA

*Aiken, Providence, Clerk of Session, c/o Mark J. Larson, 78
deMedicis Blvd., Warrenville, SC 29851

Greenville, First - Andrew Wortman, 105 Ildewild Ave., Taylors, 29687

TENNESSEE

Bristol, Trinity Reformed Presbyterian, - Bobby Cox, 579 Maryland Ave, Bristol, VA
37620

Chattanooga Cornerstone Presbyterian Church - Larry Mehne, 134 Wayside Ln.,
Lookout Mountain, GA 30750

*Cookville, Faith - Clerk of Session, c/o Mr Dan Harleys, 4310 Cedar Springs Dr,
38506

Maryville, Sandy Springs Presbyterian - William D. Dennison, 411 Fort Trace,
Lookout Mountain, GA 30750

VIRGINIA

Chilhowie, Providence - Patrick Mc Cune, 11391 Balsam Dr., Meadowview, 24361
Lynchburg, Grace - Michael C. Quintero, 111 Westover Blvd., 24501
Roanoke, Garst Mill - James E. Horner, 3822 Chesterton St., SW, 24018-1806

REGIONAL CHURCH OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

ARIZONA

Phoenix, Calvin Presbyterian - Thomas Sharp, 20619 North 21st Street, 85024-4411
Prescott, Prescott Presbyterian, - Robert S. Hendry, 4408 Canary Circle, Prescott

Valley, AZ 86314

CALIFORNIA

Bonita, OPC - Maynard B. Skidmore, 10153 Canyon Ridge Place, Spring Valley,
91977
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Carson, Grace - Robert E. Lee, III, 5506 Ryan Ave., Lakewood, 90712-1462

Chula Vista, Bayview - Charles J. Teahan, 517 Killey Rd., Chula Vista, CA 91910

Costa Mesa, Grace Presbyterian - James Andruss, 2106 Fremont Ave., Placentia,
92870

Diamond Bar, Theophilus - Sanjay Patel, 16715 Yvette Way, Cerritos, 90703
*Escondido, Escondido OPC - Thomas Ziegler, 930 Gage Dr, San Diego, 92106-2963
Goleta, El Camino - Archibald M. Laurie, 909 Chelham Way, Santa Barbara, 93108-

1049
La Mirada, Calvary - Leonard Sanchez, 8666 La Tremolina Ln,., Whittier, 90605
Long Beach, Faith - Willard C. Gekler, 3252 Quail Run Rd., Los Alamitos, 90720
*Los Angeles, Iglesia Evangelica Reformada - Miguel Cisneros, 6136 Lincoln Ave,

South Gate, 90280
*Mira Mar, Covenant OPC, Clerk of Session, c/o Yousik Hong, 7777 Valley View St.

#A102, La Palma, 90623
*Mission Viejo, Redeeming Grace - Alan R. Pontier, 6129 Hersholt Ave., Lakewood,

CA 90712-1345
*Moreno Valley, Sovereign Grace - Leonard Sanchez, 8666 La Tremolina Lane,

Whittier, 90605
Oxnard, Covenant of Grace - Kenneth D. Fields, 235 South “E” Street, 93030
Paso Robles, Providence Reformed - c/o Rollin P. Keller, 1040 Jay St., Carson, 90745-

3430
Ramona, Sovereign Grace OPC, - Byron Mettler, 25113 Ecloga Court, 92065
*Santa Ana, Iglesia del Sëñnor Viviente - David Winslow, 10130 Stilbite Ave.,

Fountain Valley, CA 92708-1012
Santa Maria, Redeemer - Paul de Bruin, 1650 E. Clark Ave. #308, 93455
*Temecula, Providence - Kurt Schmidt, 2241 Hutchison St., Vista, 92084
Torrance, Branch of Hope - Clerk of Session, 2370 W Carson St, 90501
Vista, Harvest - Kurt Schmidt, 2241 Hutchison St., 92084
*Westminster, Resurrection - John Novinger, 11454 Toruga St., Cypress, 90630
Westminster, Westminster - David Winslow, Jr., 10130 Stilbite Ave., Fountain Valley,

92708-1012

REGIONAL CHURCH OF THE SOUTHWEST

NEW MEXICO

Albuquerque, Covenant of Grace - Tery Nighbert, 8208 Sarah Ct. NW, 87114

OKLAHOMA

Norman, Grace - William H. Doerfel, 1116 Westbrooke Terr., 73072-6308
Oklahoma City, Knox – Ted A. Weber, 1321 E. Hwy. 152, Mustang, 73064

TEXAS

Abilene, Covenant Presbyterian - Mitch Pritchett, 644 A Clark Rd., 79602
Amarillo, Christ Covenant Presbyterian - Mike T. Mahon, 5425 Southside Dr, 79109
Austin, Providence OPC - James W. Van Dam, 10903 Chateau Hill, 78750-3498
*Beaford, Mid Cities Presbyterian, Todd S. Bordow, 10616 Vista Heights, Fort Worth,

76108
Dallas (SW), Christ Covenant, - David T. Mahaffy, 941 Cypress Creek Dr., Plano,

75025
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Dallas (Garland), Faith (NE) - Andrew T. Moody, 1605 Northview Circle, Garland,
75040

Fort Worth, Covenant Presbyterian Church of Fort Worth - Daniel J. Fernandez, 738
Windridge Ln., Burleson, 76028

Houston (Kingwood), Providence - Adam York, PO Box 6826, Kingwood 77325-6826
Longview, Christ the King Presbyterian – Thomas G. Robinson, 3905 Silverwood,

Tyler, 75701-9338
Plainview, Covenant of Grace - Mike T. Mahon, 5425 Southside Dr, Amarillo, 79109
San Antonio, Grace - Mike deBoom, 19914 Park Ave., 78259
Tyler, OPC - Thomas G. Robinson, 3905 Silverwood, 75701-9338
Wichita Falls, Grace Presbyterian - Stan Todd, 5127 Langford Ln., 76310
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INDEX

Numbers in boldface type, preceded by the symbol §, refer to articles in the JOUR-
NAL.  A series of citations in the JOURNAL is preceded by only one §.

Numbers in regular typeface, preceded by “p.”, refer to the APPENDIX and/or
YEARBOOK.

Abbreviations for Church Standards p. ii
Advisory Committees

Erected and assignments made §15
Reports and actions
 1 - §61, 68, 110, 191
 2 - §40, 109, 192
 3 - §55
 4 - §125, 129
 5 - §112, 132, 161
 6 - §144, 203
 7 - §186
 8 - §179, 195
 9 - §25, 27, 33, 190
10 - §79, 81, 151
Arrangements - §, 23, 44, 166, 201
Examine Presbyterial Records - §157
Examine Standing Committee Records - §158

Affirmative vote recorded §104
Amendments

Adopted
Instruments §158,159
Standing Rules §31

Proposed
Book of Discipline §178

Appeal §11; pp. 70-76
Appeals and Complaints, Committee on

Actions §82, 83, 84, 85, 87, 88, 89, 94
Advisory Committee 10 §81, 151
Budget §190; p. 204
Election §152
Members listed, p. 418
Report §80, 150, p. 204-206

Appendix (overtures, communications, complaints, reports), pp. 48-380
Apportionment of Commissioners for 72nd General Assembly §6, p.
Apportionment/Enrollment, Commissioners to 73rd General Assembly §6
Arrangements, Committee on

Standing Committee
Budget §190
Contributions requested for GA Travel Fund §166
Election §171
Members listed, p. 418
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Report §8
Temporary Committee

Actions §44, 166, 201
Constituted §15
Date and Place of 73rd (2006) General Assembly §44
Date and Place of 74th (2007) General Assembly §44
Excuses granted §166, 201
Financial Report §166
Reimbursement of commissioners §166
Report §8, 23, 44, 166, 201

Arrangements, Committee on, for 73rd General Assembly §166
Assessments

ICRC §190; p. 286
Joint Commission on Chaplains §190; p. 292
NAPARC §190; p. 286

Assistant Clerk
Appointed §30
Honorarium §190

Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church §314 pp. 265-266
Bible Presbyterian Church (General Synod), pp. 267-277

Fraternal Observer §76
Resolution to §147

Book of Church Order, p.
Book of Discipline proposed revisions §178, 181
Budgets

Appeals and Complaints, Committee on §190; p. 204
Arrangements for 73rd General Assembly, Committee on §292
Chaplains and Military Personnel, Committee on §190; p. 292
Christian Education, Committee on, p. 107
Coordination, Committee on pp. 230-231
Diaconal Ministries, Committee on, §139; p. 255
Directory for Public Worship, Committee on Revisions to the §190; p. 305
Ecumenicity & Interchurch Relations, Committee on, §190; p. 286
Foreign Missions, Committee on, p. 193-201
General Assembly Operation Fund §190
General Assembly Travel Fund §166
Historian, Committee for the §190; pp. 117-118
Home Missions and Church Extension, Committee on, p.
Honoraria §190
New Horizons, p. 232
Stated Clerk (Office of the General Assembly) §28
Trustees of the General Assembly §190; p. 86
Worldwide Outreach §127; pp. 232

Canadian Reformed Churches, pp. 274-276
Chaplains and Military Personnel, Committee on

Actions §167
Advisory Committee 5 §161
Budget §190; p. 292
Chaplains listed, pp. 292
Election §168
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Members listed, p. 418
Report §160, 167; pp. 289-293

Christian Education, Committee on
Action §41
Advisory Committee 2 §40, 192
Budget, p. 107
Election §42, 45
Members listed, p. 418
Ministerial Training, Subcommittee on

Election §42
Members listed, p. 418

Report §36, 39; pp. 92-108
Christian Reformed Churches in the Netherlands, p. 61
Churches

In Cooresponding Relationship p. 264
In Ecclesiastical Fellowship p. 263
Listed by Regional Churches, pp. 382-397
Requests to, in re

Diaconal Ministries, Committee on §139
General Assembly Operation Fund §190
General Assembly Travel Fund §166

Statistical reports, pp. 382-397
Clerks of General Assemblies listed, pp. 424-425
Clerks (Stated) of Presbyteries listed, p. 426
Clerks of Session listed, pp. 427-438
Coie, Robert M., Thanks §169
Commissioners to the 72nd General Assembly

Apportionment of §6
Members excused §166, 201
Roll §4
Survey of length of service §5

Commissioners to the 73rd General Assembly
Apportionment of, p. 417

Committees of the General Assembly
Temporary erected §15
Listed, pp. 418-421

Communications to the General Assembly from, texts pp. 56-69
1 North American Presbyterian and Reformed Council, §44, 203; p. 56
2 Presbytery of Ohio, p. 56
3 Reformed Church of Japan, p. 57
4 Reformed Presbyterian Church in North America, §203; p. 60
5 Lyman Smith §161; p. 61
6. Christian Reformed Churches in the Netherlands, §203; p. 61
7 Presbytery of the Midwest §173; p. 61
8 Presbytery of the Northwest p. 62
9 Presbytery of New Jersey §174; p. 62
10 Reformed Churches in the Netherlands (GKN(v)) §203; p. 63
11 Evangelical Presbyterian Church of Ireland §203; p. 63
12 Presbytery of New Jersey p. 64
13 Presbytery of Michigan and Ontario p. 64
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14 Presbytery of Michigan and Ontario (see appeal) p. 65
15 Tsuyoshi Sato, Moderator of Tohoku Presbytery of RCJ §203; p. 65
16 Shigeru Takiura, Moderator of the Japan Presbytery RPCNA §203; p. 67
17 The Presbyterian Church in Korea (KOSIN) §203; p. 69

Complaints see Appeals
Contributions asked for

Diaconal Ministries, Committee on §139
General Assembly Operation Fund §190
General Assembly Travel Fund §16

Coordination, Committee on
Actions §127
Advisory Committee 4 §125
Budget, pp. 230-231
Election §137
Members listed, pp. 418
Report §124; pp. 227-245

Corresponding Members of the General Assembly
Fraternal Delegates §4
Listed §4

Daily schedule § 12
Date and Place of 73rd (2006) General Assembly §44
Date and Place of 74th (2007) General Assembly §44
Day of Prayer §192
Devotionals §17, 49, 90, 105, 175
Diaconal Ministries, Committee on

Actions §139
Advisory Committee 5 §132
Budget, pp. 255
Election §140
Members listed, p. 419
Report §131; pp. 249-260

Directory for Public Worship, Committee on Revisions to the
Action §181
Advisory Committee 8 §179, 195
Budget, §190; p. 305
Election §182
Members listed, p. 421
Report §178; pp. 294-375

Directory of the OPC, p. 80
Dissolution of the Assembly §208
Docket adopted §13
Docket amended §21
Ecumenicity and Interchurch Relations, Committee on

Actions §146
Advisory Committee 6 §144, 203
Budget §190; p. 286
Elections §148
Members listed, p. 419
Recommendations §143
Report §143; pp. 261-288
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Elder, F. Kingsley, Resolution §205
Elections

Appeals and Complaints, Committee on §152
Arrangements, Committee on §171
Chaplains and Military Personnel, Committee on §168
Christian Education, Committee on §42, 45
Coordination, Committee on §137
Diaconal Ministries, Committee on §140
Ecumenicity and Interchurch Relations, Committee on §148
Foreign Missions, Committee on §121
Historian §188
Historian, Committee for the §189
Home Missions and Church Extension, Committee on §56
Moderator §10
Pensions, Committee on §115
Revision to the Directory for Worship, Committee on §182
Statistician §34
Trustees of the General Assembly §29

Evangelical Presbyterian Church of Ireland, p. 63
Evangelical Presbyterian Church of England and Wales, pp. 281-282
Ex officio commissioners listed §4
Financial Review, Committee on

Action §130
Advisory Committee 4 §129
Budget §190
Report §128

Foreign Missions, Committee on
Actions §68, 69, 70, 71, 72, 73, 96, 100, 102, 104, 116, 117, 196, 197, 198, 202
Advisory Committee 1 §61, 68, 110, 191
Budget, p. 193-201
Election §121
Members listed, p. 419
Report §58, 60; pp. 126-201

Free Church of Scotland §155, 156; p. 281
Free Church of Scotland, Continuing §103, 142; p. 281
Free Reformed Churches in N. A., p. 279
Fraternal delegates

Listed §4
Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church §14, 43
Bible Presbyterian Church, General Synod §76
Canadian Reformed Churches §52
Free Church of Scotland §155, 156
Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) §103, 142
L’Église Réformée du Québec (ERQ) §22
Presbyterian Church in America §149, 165
Reformed Church in Japan §99
Reformed Church in the US §108, 136
United Reformed Churches §7, 53, 110

Galbraith, John P., Resolution §46
General Assembly Operation Fund §190
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General Assembly Travel Fund §166
Great Commission Publications p, 98
Historian,

Advisory Committee 7 §186
Election §188
Honorarium §190
Listed, p. 421
Report §184; p. 376-377

Historian, Committee for the
Actions §185
Advisory Committee 7 §186
Budget §190; pp. 117-118
Election §189
Members listed, p. 419
Report §185; pp. 378-380

Home Missions and Church Extension, Committee on
Advisory Committee 3 §55
Budget, p. 117
Election §56
Members listed pp. 419
Report §48, 54; pp. 109-125

ICRC (see International Conference of Reformed Churches)
International Conference of Reformed Churches p. 282-283
Instruments of the GA Amended §158, 159
Joint Commission on Chaplains and Military Personnel (PRJC), pp. 290-292
Justification, Committee on

Advisory Committee 10 §79
Budget §190
Members listed pp. 421
Report §78; p 203

Korean American Presbyterian Church p. 280
L’Église Réformée du Québec (ERQ) §22, 38, p. 279-280
Ministerial Training Institute of the OPC, pp. 100-102
Ministerial Training, Subcommittee on (see also Christian Education etc.)

Members listed, p. 418
Ministers’ names and addresses listed, pp. 439-449
Minutes of the Assembly approved §77, 123, 172, 206, 207
Moderator elected §10
Moderators of General Assembly listed, pp. 422-423
NAPARC (see North American Presbyterian and Reformed Council)
North American Presbyterian and Reformed Council §44 pp. 56, 283-286
Negative vote recorded §192
Offering from opening service §1
Officers of the General Assembly, Inside front cover
Opening worship service § 1
Operation Fund (see General Assembly Operation Fund)
Order of the day §21
Overtures to the General Assembly from, texts pp. 49-55

Presented to the Assembly §11
#1 Presbytery of Ohio §68, 69, 70, 71, 72, 73, 96, 100, 102, 104; p. 49
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#2 Presbytery of Southern California §116, 117, 196, 197, 198, 202; pp. 49-54
#3 Presbytery of Central US §118, 119; pp. 54-55

Parliamentarian, Appointed §18
Pensions, Committee on

Actions §114
Advisory Committee 5 §112
Election §115
Members listed, p. 420
Report §111; pp. 207-226

Photograph of the 70th General Assembly, p. iv
Presbyterial Records, Committee to Examine

Actions §157
Erected §15
Report §157

Presbyterian and Reformed Joint Commission, pp. 2900-292
Presbyterian Church in America, pp. 266-270

Address §165
Corresponding member seated §149

Presbyterian Church in Japan, p. 281
Presbyterian Church in Korea, p. 69
Presbytery of Central United States

Overture 3 from the §118, 119; pp. 54-55
Presbytery of Michigan and Ontario

Communication 13 from the p. 64
Communication 14 from the (see Appeal) p. 65

Presbytery of Midwest
Communication 7 from the §173; p. 61

Presbytery of New Jersey
Communication #9 from the §174; p. 62
Communication #12 from the p. 64

Presbytery of the Northwest
Communication 8 from the p. 62

Presbytery of Ohio
Overture 1 from the §68, 69, 70, 71, 72, 73, 96, 100, 102, 104; p. 49

Presbytery of Southern California
Overture #2 from the §116, 117, 196, 197, 198, 202; pp. 49-54

Presentation of the Minutes of the 71st GA §9
Privilege of the floor granted §69
Protestant Reformed Churches, p. 279
Recapitulation of membership statistics, p. 398
Recesses taken §2, 16, 19, 37, 50, 59, 64, 74, 86, 91, 95, 97, 101, 106, 122, 134, 153,
163, 176, 187, 199
Recessing and reconvening, time set for §12
Reformed Church in the US, pp. 271-272

Address §136
Corresponding member seated §108

Reformed Church in Japan, p. 281
Address §99
Corresponding member seated §99

Reformed Churches in South Africa §143 p. 282, 287
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Reformed Churches in the Netherlands (Liberated), p. 282
Reformed Churches of New Zealand, p. 282
Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America, p. 272-274
Reports

Appeals and Complaints, Committee on §80,150, p. 204-206
Arrangements, Committee on §8
Chaplains, Committee on §160, 167; pp. 289-293
Christian Education, Committee on §36-39; pp. 92-108
Coordination, Committee on §124; pp. 227-245
Diaconal Ministries, Committee on §131; pp. 149-260
Directory for Public Worship, Committee on Revisions to the §178; pp.

294-375
Ecumenicity, Committee on §143; pp. 261-288
Foreign Missions, Committee on §58, 60; pp. 126-201
Historian §184; pp. 376-377
Historian, Committee for the §185; pp 378-380
Home Missions and Church Extension, Committee on §48, 54; pp. 109-125
Pensions, Committee on §111; pp. 207-226
Presbyterial Records, Committee to Examine §157
Standing Committee Records, Committee to Examine §158
Stated Clerk §24; pp. 77-81
Statistician §32; pp. 87-91
Trustees of General Assembly §26; pp. 82-87

Representatives of committees to General Assembly §4
Resolution of thanks §204
Revisions to the Directory for Worship (see Directory for Public Worship)
Seventy-third General Assembly (2006)

Apportionment for, p. 418
Date and Place of the §44

Seventy-fourth General Assembly (2007)
Date and Place of the §44

Standing Committee Records, Committee to Examine
Actions §158
Erected §15
Report §158

Standing Rules
Amendments Adopted §31

Stated Clerk
Actions §24
Advisory Committee 9 § 25
Listed inside front cover
Remuneration §26; p.
Report §24; pp. 77-81

Stated Clerks of General Assemblies listed, pp. 422-423
Stated Clerks of Presbyteries listed, p. 426
Statistical reports of the churches, pp. 382-416
Statistician

Advisory Committee 9 §33
Election §34
Honorarium §190
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Listed inside front cover
Report §32; pp. 87-91

Survey of commissioners length if service §5
Temporary Committees Erected §15
Travel Fund (see General Assembly Travel Fund)
Trustees of the General Assembly

Actions §28
Advisory Committee 9 §27
Budget §190; p. 86
Election §29
Members listed, p. 420
Report §26; pp. 82-86

United Reformed Churches of North America pp. 277-279
Address §53
Fraternal delegate seated §7, 110

Worldwide Outreach
Budget § 232

Yearbook (statistics, committees, clerks, ministers, etc.), pp. 381-449
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