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THURSDAY EVENING, MAY 28
The Forty-eighth General Assembly was called to order at 8:03 p.m. by the Rev. Thomas E.
Tyson, Moderator of the Forty-seventh General Assembly. Mr. Tyson constituted the meeting
with a worship service and delivered a sermon on the subject, “Beyond Systematic Theology.”
The sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was administered by the Rev. Edward L. Kellogg,
assisted by ruling elders Richard A. Barker (Westfield), Richard L. Hake (Burtonsville), Albert
E. Hayman, I11 (Wilmington), Robert A. Kramm (Hatboro), Howard A. Porter (Glenside), and
William E. Viss (Jenkintown).
The Moderator announced that the offering received at the service ($421.21) would be for
Worldwide Outreach.
The Assembly recessed, following the pronouncement of the benediction by Mr. Tyson, at
9:33 p.m.

FRIDAY MORNING, MAY 29
Following a devotional service led by the Rev. George R. Cottenden, the Assembly reconvened at 8:04 a.m. The Moderator led in prayer.
The Roll of Commissioners follows. (Commissioners represent presbyteries. Locations of
ruling elders are for reference only. The roll includes those enrolled at this and all later points in
the Assembly.)
Presbytery of the Dakotas
Ministers: Glenn T. Black, Roger L. Gibbons, Glenn D. Jerrell, David W. Kiester,
Jonathan D. Male, Jack J. Peterson, Dennis J. Prutow, Gerald S. Taylor, Huibert J.
Vandenbroek
Ruling Elders: Arthur F. Johnson (Denver), Cyril T. Nightengale (Denver), Virgil T. Seaberry, Jr. (Abilene), Richard Vandenburg (Lark), Ronald E. Vanden Burg (Lark),
William J. Vandenburg (Lark)
’

Presbytery of the Mid-Atlantic
Ministers: Everett C. DeVelde, Douglas A. Felch, George W. Hall, Jr., Edward L. Kellogg, Edwin C. Urban, Laurence N. Vail
Ruling Elders: Richard L. Hake (Burtonsville), Leonard E. Miller, Ph.D. (Silver Spring)
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Presbytery of the Midwest

Ministers: James L. Bosgraf, Vincent L. Crossett, Leslie A. Dunn, Jonathan B. Falk,
David A. George, George E. Haney, Jr., Robert W. Harvey, Gordon E. Peterson,
Donald F. Stanton
Ruling Elders: Harry Harmelink (Cedar Grove), L. Kim Hight (Decatur), Elwood A.
Klompenhouwer (Oostburg), Allan A. Meinhardt (Gresham), Clarence Roskamp
(Cedar Falls), William J. Vermeulen (Grand Rapids)
Presbytery of’New Jersey

Ministers: Edmund P. Clowney, D. D., David W. Cole, Harvie M. Conn, Litt. D., George
R. Cottenden, Theodore Hard, Le Roy B. Oliver,
Douglas Rogers, D.Min., Craig R.
.
Rowe, George C. Scipione, Robert H. Tanzie
Ruling Elders: Alfred E. Borth (Pittsgrove), Arthur B. Hansen (Fair Lawn), Garret A.
Hoogerhyde (Fair Lawn), Russell S. Lodge (Bridgeton), Robert W. Orr (Neptune)
Presbytery of New York and New England

Ministers: Charles H. Ellis, Richard R. Gerber, Stuart R. Jones, Stephen A. Larson,
Donald R. Miller, Stephen L. Phillips, Gregory E. Reynolds, Wendell L. Rockey, Jr.,
Laurence C. Sibley, Jr.
Ruling Elders: Russell W. Copeland, Jr. (S. Hamilton), John E. Dowling (Franklin
Square), F. Kingsley Elder, Jr., Ph.D. (Covenant, Rochester), Herbert R. Muether,
Ph.D. (Franklin Square), Robert E. Swett (Portland), Garret Van der Heide (Rockport)
Presbytery of Northern California

Ministers: William J. Fredericks, Rollin P. Keller, Daniel R. Morse, William 0. Rudolph,
Jr., Salvador M. Solis, Roger Wagner
Ruling Elders: Dennis J. Fullalove (South San Francisco), Frank Nieuwsma (Modesto),
Lyman M. Smith (Novato)
Presbytery of’the Northwest
Ministers: Albert G. Edwards, 111, Harold S. Kellam, Jay M. Milojevich, Donald M.
Poundstone, George Y. Uomoto
Ruling Elders: Leonard W. Schmurr (Portland)
Presbytery of Ohio

Ministers: Mark R. Brown, Leonard J. Coppes, Th.D., Charles G. Dennison, Lawrence R.
Eyres, David W. King
Ruling Elders: Thomas F. Armour, 11, D.O. (Harrisville), Edward P. Hardesty
(Sewickley), Arthur J. Schwab (Sewickley)
Presbytery of Philadelphia
Ministers: Lester R. Bachman, Wilson L. Cummings, Abe W. Ediger, Richard B. Gaffin,
Jr., Th.D., John P. Galbraith, Robert D. Knudsen, Ph.D., William C. Krispin, Arthur W.
Kuschke, Jr., Steven F. Miller, John J. Mitchell, James R. Payton, Jr., Leslie W.
Sloat, Arthur J. Steltzer, Jr., Bernard J. Stonehouse, Douglas A. Watson
Ruling Elders: William A. Haldeman (Wilmington), Albert E. Hayman, I11 (Wilmington),
John 0.Kinnaird (Oxford), Robert A. Kramm (Hatboro), Edward J. McGovern (S.W.
Philadelphia), Howard A. Porter (Glenside), William E. Viss (Jenkintown), Christian
H. Walmer (Middletown)
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Presbytery of the South

Ministers: Jeffrey K. Boer, Elmer M. Dortzbach, Ph.D., R. Heber Mcllwaine, Jerry C.
Quarles, Roger W. Schmurr, Robert L. Vining
Ruling Elders: Robert E. Guerrin (Tallahassee)
Presbytery of Southern California

Ministers: Dominic A. Aquila, D.Min., Larry D. Conard, Stephen D. Doe, Donald J. Duff,
Jay E. Fluck, Robert W. Newsom, Lewis A. Ruff, Jr., Robert B. Strimple, Th.D.,
David G. Tickner, William E. Warren
Ruling Elders: John S. Atwell (Artesia), Robert M. Coie (Artesia), Philip R. Conard, Sr.
(Santee), John D. Cully (Chula Vista), Dick DeRu (La Mirada), Archibald M. Laurie
(Goleta), Garry R. Postma (Chula Vista)
Ex Officio

Minister: Thomas E. Tyson (Presbytery of the Mid-Atlantic)
Ruling Elder: Richard A. Barker (Westfield, Presbytery of New Jersey)
Corresponding Members

Ministers: Craig L. DiBenedictis (Ohio), Committee on Arrangements; James C. Petty, Jr.
(Philadelphia), Committee on Home Missions and Church Extension; Norman Shepherd
(Philadelphia), Committee on Ecumenicity and Interchurch Relations
Other Presbyters in Attendance

Ministers: Robert L. Atwell (Ohio); Kenneth J. Campbell (New Jersey); Allen D. Curry,
Ed.D. (New Jersey), Great Commission Publications; C. Tom Fincher (Ohio); Richard
L. Homer (Mid-Atlantic); William Shishko (New York and New England)
Ruling Elders: Arthur Armour (Harrisville, Presbytery of Ohio); Lloyd L. Bailey (Edinburg, Presbytery of Ohio); William G. Houck (Roanoke, Mid-Atlantic); James E.
Karns and William H. Kiester (Harrisville, Presbytery of Ohio)

RECAPITULATION
Presbytery

Ministers
Apportioned

Dakotas ......................
Mid-Atlantic ..................
Midwest .....................
New Jersey ..................
New York and New England ...
Northern California ...........
Northwest ....................
Ohio .........................
Philadelphia ..................
South ........................
Southern California ............
Ex Officio ....................
Total

........................

9
6
9

Ministers
Present
9

Elders
Apportioned

Elders
Present

6
4
9
8
6
3

6
2
6
5
6
3

2
3
9
3

3
8

7

7

6

6
9
10
9
6

5
5
16

5
5
15

6
10
1
-

10
1

-

-1

-1

92

91

61

49

10
9

6

1

1
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A survey of the commissioners and corresponding members present yielded the following
information as to their dates of ordination:
Dates of Ordination
Since Jan. 1, 1980
Jan. 1, 1970 to Dec.
Jan. 1, 1960 to Dec.
Jan. 1, 1950 to Dec.
Jan. 1, 1940 to Dec.
Before Jan. 1, 1940

31,
31,
31,
31,

No. of Presbyters Responding
8
53
34
24
8
9
136

1979
1969
1959
1949

Total

The floor was declared open for nominations to the office of Moderator. Messrs. Black,
J. S. Atwell, Stonehouse, and Kinnaird were nominated.

Mr. Ruff presented a preliminary report of the Committee on Date, Place and Travel as
follows:
PRELIMINARY REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON
DATE, PLACE AND TRAVEL
Balance on hand, close of 47th G. A.

...............

Contributions from churches
(5/1/80-4130181) ............................

............
.............................

Loan repayment, Book of Church Order
Total accountable

i

Interim expenditures
Geneva College travel service, 47th G. A. .........
Late travel voucher, 47th G. A. ..................

..........
..................
Preliminary expenditures, 48th G. A. ...............
Net balance available, 5/28/81 .................

$14,105.65
28,693.79
1,700.00
$44,499.44
688.75
514.00

Total interim expenditures, 47th G. A.

$ 1,202.75

Balance available, 48th G. A.

$43,296.69
5,960.00
$37,336.69

A discrepancy between the $14,105.65 balance on hand and the $14,135.65 reported to the
47th General Assembly is due to an error in the amount reported last year as “Capital for the
Book of Church Order”: it should have been $4,372 instead of $4,342.
This advance has been rendered by a $1,4 14 payment reported last year and $1,700 reported
above to a remaining advance of $1,258. Income from sales will be used to reduce the outstanding debt.

On motion Overture 1, Communications 1 & 2, and Complaint 1 were ordered included in the
Minutes without being read aloud, and Standing Rule Chapter VI, Section 7,was suspended and
Overture 2 and Communications 3-7 were ordered included in the Minutes without being read
aloud. The Clerk presented Overtures, Communications, and Complaints as follows:
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OVERTURES
Overture I

From the Presbytery of the Dakotas
March 30, 1981
The 48th General Assembly
The Orthodox Presbyterian Church
Fathers and Brothers,
The Presbytery of the Dakotas on March 26, 1981, determined to overture the 48th General
Assembly as follows:
a. that the General Assembly reaffirm its belief in the unity of the church. The ecumenical
imperative is a demand on the church, on the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, to ”make every
effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace” (Ephesians 4:3). That unity is
“unity in the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God” (Ephesians 4: 12) and unity in the
truth, for the church is “the pillar and foundation of the truth” (I Timothy 3:15).
b. that the General Assembly decline the invitation of the Presbyterian Church in America
“to come with” them “for the purpose of effecting and perfecting one church” because the
unity of faith and practice does not yet exist between the churches.
c. that the General Assembly instruct the Committee on Ecumenicity and Interchurch
Relations to seek to meet with the Fraternal Relations Committee of the Presbyterian Church in
America with a view to arriving at a unity of the faith between the two churches with a view to
eventual union, and that the Committee on Ecumenicity report to the 50th General Assembly.
The Presbytery of the Dakotas hereby notifies the General Assembly that the tally of the
vote relative to this overture was 28 for the motion, 0 against, and I abstention.
In the King’s Service,
Glenn D. Jerrell, Stated Clerk
Overture 2

From the Presbytery of New Jersey
May 2, 1981
The Forty-eighth General Assembly
The Orthodox Presbyterian Church
Fathers and Brethren:
The Presbytery of New Jersey on April 28, 1981, determined to overture the General
Assembly to grant fifteen minutes to the Presbytery for a presentation of the work of the
Boardwalk Chapel, an evangelistic effort of this Presbytery in Wildwood, NJ.

In the event this request is granted, the presentation will be made by either elder Jon W
Stevenson or one of the commissioners to the Assembly from this Presbytery.
Respectfully,
Richard A. Barker, Stated Clerk
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Overture 3

From the Presbytery of New York and New England
May 29, 1981
The 48th General Assembly
The Orthodox Presbyterian Church
Fathers and Brethren,
The Presbytery of New York and New England at its stated meeting held October 3, 1980,
determined to overture the 48th General Assembly as follows, with the affirmation that the
supports listed were not the only consideration discussed as grounds: that the 48th General
Assembly propose to the several presbyteries the following amendments to the Form of
Government:
1. at Chapter XITI, Section 6, paragraph 1, amend line 2 to read, ". . . advisable, another
minister, normally of the same presbytery, acceptable to the session and the pastor, . . ."

2. at Chapter XIII, Section 10, amend line 5 to read,
ters, or both, normally from within . . ."

". . . appoint ruling elders or minis-

The following considerations are submitted in support:
1. A particular congregation of presbytery may be within closer proximity to a ruling or
teaching elder of another presbytery, and thus service may be rendered with greater ease of
communication.
2. A presbytery, within its own membership, may not have presbyters, either of sufficient
number or availability, to render the needed service.
3. The congregation or session and pastor involved, may, for good and sufficient reasons,
desire the services of a ruling or teaching elder of another presbytery.
4. The present Form of Government does not even permit such an option in the places
cited, even though such action may be advantageous and even advisable.

For Christ and His Kingdom,
Richard R. Gerber. Moderator

FORTY-EIGHTH
GENERAL
ASSEMBLY

9

COMMUNICATIONS
Communication 1
From the Presbyterian Church in America
July 3, 1980
To :

The Stated Clerks of the Reformed Presbyterian Church, Evangelical Synod, the
Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America and the Orthodox Presbyterian
Church

From:

The Stated Clerk of the Presbyterian Church in America

Subject: Actions of the Eighth General Assembly of the PCA Regarding the RPCES, the
RPCNA and the OPC.
The Eighth General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America, which met June
16-20, 1980, at Savannah, GA, directed me as Stated Clerk of the General Assembly to communicate to you regarding three actions taken by the Assembly, and also to inform you of the
provisions of the PCABook ofchurch Order for the reception of other ecclesiastical bodies into
the PCA, or for approval of a plan of union.
The actions taken by the PCA General Assembly are as follows:
1. The adoption of the following letter of invitation addressed to the RPCES, the RPCNA
and the OPC.

LETTER
Adopted by the 1980 General Assembly Presbyterian Church in America

To:

The General Synods and General Assembly of the Reformed Presbyterian Church,
Evangelical Synod, the Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America and the
Orthodox Presbyterian Church.

Subject: An Invitation to effect one Church.
Brethren:
Greetings in the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ, the King and Head of the Church.
Whereas, we hold to and desire to promote a common testimony to the inerrancy of Scripture, the system of doctrine contained in the Westminster Confession of Faith und Catechisms,
and the doctrine of the purity of the visible Church; and
Whereas, we feel constrained by our commitments to seek a more perfect unity among us as
members of Christ’s body;
Now Therefore, the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America, in the bonds of
our Lord Jesus Christ, invites you.to come with us for the purpose of effecting and perfecting
one Church among us. We propose, as a basis of this association, the above named principles,
together with the Book of Church Order of the Presbyterian Church in America.
It is to be understood that this invitation is an action of the Eighth General Assembly, and
to receive any denomination which responds to this invitation it should be stated that for the
Presbyterian Church in America to consummate any such union it would have to go through the
constitutional process of approval by subsequent General Assemblies and three-fourths of our
presbyteries. In this constitutional process each denomination must be dealt with separately.

Sincerely in Christ,
Paul G. Settle, Moderator
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2. That the Ad-interim Committee to Discuss . . . be continued for one year and that in the

event approaches from any other Churches are made to the PCA during the coming
year, the Ad-interim Committee be authorized to welcome, receive and study such
approaches; be directed to communicate such information to the Church-at-large by all
means available; and report to the Committee of Commissioners on Interchurch Relations at the Ninth General Assembly of the PCA.
3. In response to Communication 2 from the 47th General Assembly of the Orthodox
Presbyterian Church, the Eighth General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in
America take the following actions:

a. That the Ad-interim Committee continue to work on its original mandate, and that
they meet with the representatives of the OPC, and of the RPCES and RPCNA, if the
latter so desires, to draw up a statement that exhibits the representatives’ understanding (or, if necessary, individual statements that exhibit individual understandings) of the compatibility of the participating Churches, the statement to take into
consideration discussion of those questions raised by PCA representatives at the
joint meeting held September 14, 1979, and any other pertinent issues.
b. That the Ad-interim Committee be instructed to report by means of a letter to all
teaching elders and clerks of session no later than February 1, 1981, areas of similarity and difference among the PCA, OPC, RPCES and RPCNA, giving a brief summary of each Church’s position on these areas based on their standards and assembly
pronouncements, along with a description of the size and location of the individual
churches of each denomination.
c. That the Ad-interim Committee report to the Ninth General Assembly of the PCA
through the Committee of Commissioners on Interchurch Relations their recommendations as to future efforts in the area of Church unity.
The Book of Church Order under the powers of the General Assembly, paragraph 14-6
(formerly 15-6) reads: “To receive under its jurisdiction, with the consent of three-fourths of the
Presbyteries, other ecclesiastical bodies whose organization is conformed to the doctrine and
order of this Church.”
The Book of Church Order, paragraph 26-4 (formerly 27-4) reads:
“Full organic union and consolidation of the Presbyterian Church in America with any
other ecclesiastical body can be effected only in the following manner:
(1) The approval of the proposed union by three-fourths of those present and voting in
the General Assembly and its recommendation to the Presbyteries.
(2) The advice and consent of three-fourths of the Presbyteries.
(3) The approval and consummation by a subsequent General Assembly by threefourths vote of those present and voting.
This paragraph (27-4) can be amended only by the same method prescribed for the
amendment of the Confession of Faith and Catechisms of the Church.”
The Eighth General Assembly of the PCA did not handle the question of whether churches
responding favorably to the invitation would be received under paragraph 14-6 or 26-4. In either
case, it will require the consent of three-fourths of the Presbyteries.
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Communicution 2
From the Presbytery of Philadelphia
March 27, 1981
Mr. Richard A. Barker
Stated Clerk of the General Assembly
Dear Mr. Barker:
This communication is to notify you of a pending complaint that Mr. Arthur W. Kuschke,
Jr. has against the Presbytery of Philadelphia which he intends to carry to the 48th General
Assembly. In hopes of avoiding certain delays I am sending to you the relevant papers regarding
the complaint (Book of Discipline, X, 4). If more information is needed than what I have
supplied, please inform me of that fact and I will do my best to get the information to you.
Enclosed you will find a copy of the complaint, which it is my understanding that Mr.
Kuschke will be sending to you along with a covering letter. Also enclosed you will find the
response that Presbytery took regarding the complaint. Presbytery adopted this as its response
by way of motion.

I have also enclosed some background information leading up to this complaint. This
information involves extracts from the Minutes of Presbytery of March 15, 1980, May 15, 1980,
and September 15, 1980.
If I can be of further help to you in this regard, please let me know.
Sincerely yours in Christ,
A. LeRoy Greer, Stated Clerk
Enclosures: Five (5)
1. Minutes, 5-5-80
2. Minutes, 3-15-80
3. Minutes, 9-15-80
4. Complaints (Not printed here, Cf. Complaint 1)
5. Presbytery’s Response of 3-21-81

Enclosure I , from Minutes of 3-15-80
Mr. Mitchell read the Complaint as follows (Communication 1 I):
And now, this fifteenth day of March, A.D. 1980, come John J. Mitchell, et al., and
complain against the failure of the Presbytery of Philadelphia at its meeting on January 22, 1980,
to resolve the question of doctrine before it with regard to the Rev. Norman Shepherd’s
Thirty-four Theses on Justification in relation t o Faith, Repentance, and Good Works: and in
support of said complaint set forth the following reasons:
1. In presenting the Thirty-four Theses, etc. to the presbytery on November 18, 1978, Mr.
Shepherd requested that the views expressed in the theses be considered by the presbytery and
earnestly desired that the presbytery make a judgment concerning them.

2. The presbytery has the right to make such judgments and, under the circumstances
surrounding Mr. Shepherd’s request, it had the obligation to do so (old Form of Government, X,
7; new Form of Government, XIV, 5).
3. The presbytery acknowledged the obligation and proceeded to consider the Thirty-four
Theses, Etc. in a series of meetings that extended over a full year.
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4. The presbytery, having failed to adopt a proposed substitute, also failed to adopt the
recommendation of its own Committee of the Whole concerning the theses, and thereby failed
to resolve the question of doctrine before the presbytery.
5 . Failure to resolve this question of doctrine is harmful to the peace and unity of the
church. to the ministry and well-being of Mr. Shepherd, and brings the name of Christ into
disrepute among us.

The undersigned complainants, therefore, respectfully urge the Presbytery of Philadelphia
to make amends for this failure by adopting the following resolutions:
1. Resolved, that the Presbytery of Philadelphia hereby declare that in its lengthy examination of the Thirty-four Theses on Justification in relation to Faith, Repentance, and Good
Works, presented to it by the Rev. Norman Shepherd, at no time did the presbytery find any of
the views in the theses to be out of accord with the teaching of Scripture and the Westminster
standards.

2 . Resolved, that the Presbytery of Philadelphia urge the Rev. Norman Shepherd to exercise concern in any future formulation of theological statements to take into account the traditional definitions and understandings of theological terms and so seek to avoid
misunderstandings.
Complainants:
John J . Mitchell, R. B. Gaffin, Jrr,
John M. Frame, Steve Miller,
Robert M. Meeker, Dan Morse,
James R. Payton, Jr.

Enclosure I , (Continued)
On amended substitute motion Presbytery denied the complaint on the grounds that the
Presbytery has not yet had an opportunity to develop a more successful approach to dealing
with the questions of doctrine contained in the Thirty-four Theses and because the Presbytery
recognizes its responsibility to continue pursuing a resolution of the situation; therefore the
Presbytery recognizing the widespread difference of opinion that exists in the church concerning Mr. Shepherd’s views on justification, and the need of the church to speak clearly on this
subject, hereby decides to endeavor to reach a definitive judgment concerning the formulations
in the Thirty-four Theses, and, to that end, decides to elect a special committee of five members
whose duties shall be to recommend to the September meeting of Presbytery what judgment the
Presbytery should make concerning the formulation in the Thirty-four Theses, and to recommend what action the Presbytery should take in consequence of that judgment. In preparing
its report, the special committee should make such use as it deems suitable of other statements
by Mr. Shepherd and others that are publicly available and are relevant to Mr. Shepherd’s
teaching concerning justification.
At a later point in Presbytery the Moderator declared the floor open for nominations to the
special five man committee.
Messrs. Gaffin, Petty, Kuschke, Davis, Duggan, J., Knudsen, Hubenthal, Shepherd,
Morse, Tyson, Sloat, and Galbraith were nominated.
By common consent, Mr. Petty’s name was removed from nomination.
The Moderator appointed Messrs. S. Miller and Ritsman as tellers.
Messrs. Gaffin, Davis, Duggan, J., Morse, and Tyson were elected.
The Moderator appointed Mr. J. Duggan convener of the Committee.
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Enclosure 2 , from Minutes of 5-5-80
The Moderator declared the floor open for nominations to the Special Committee on
Formulation in the Thirty-four Theses, one minister being needed to fill the vacancy caused by
Mr. Tyson’s resignation.
Mr. Kuschke was nominated.
The Moderator declared nominations closed and Mr. Kuschke elected.

Enclosure 3, from the Minutes of 9-15-80
Mr. Joe Duggan reported for the Thirty-four Theses formulation committee. “The committee, having carefully reviewed its mandate, and noting the actions of the Presbytery’s Committee of the Whole concerning the Thirty-juur Theses and the fact that the Presbytery has failed to
declare the Thirty-four theses in accord or out of accord with Scripture and our subordinate
standards, recommends that the Presbytery cease its present procedure of attempting to
evaluate the Thirty-four Theses of Norman Shepherd, and further recommends to the Presbytery that it refuse to consider further discussion of Norman Shepherd’s views except in the
context of regular judicial proceedings.
.
Mr. Kuschke presented a minority report of that committee with the following
recommendations:

1. That the committee is directed, first, to continue pursuing a resolution of the question of
doctrine raised by the Thirty-four Theses together with the help of other relevant documents and
recommend to the Presbytery a doctrinal judgment on the formulations in the Thirty-four
Theses, and second, to recommend what action the Presbytery should take in consequence of
that judgment.

2. That the committee also be directed to report to the Presbytery concerning any possible
avenues of forbearance and reconciliation.
3. That the committee report its progress to the Presbytery at the regular meeting in
November, 1980.

Mr. Lodge assumed the chair.
Mr. Kinnaird resumed the chair.

An amended version of Minority Report Recommendation number one which was a substitute for the Committee Recommendations was moved and seconded: “That the committee be
directed, first, to continue pursuing a resolution of the questions of doctrine contained in the
Thirty-four Theses and recommend to the November Meeting of Presbytery what judgment the
Presbytery should make concerning the formulations in the Thirty-four Theses, and to recommend what action the Presbytery should take in consequence of that judgment. In preparing its
report, the special committee should make use as it deems suitable of other statements by Mr.
Shepherd and others that are publicly available and are relevant to Mr. Shepherd’s teaching
concerning justification.”
Mr. Steltzer assumed the chair.

On motion the order of the day was extended to 6: 10 p.m.
On motion the previous question was called for and the amended substitute motion failed.
Messrs. Haldeman, Bachman, Kuschke, and Knudsen requested that their positive votes
be recorded.
Presbytery recessed at 6:lO p.m. Mr. Morse led in prayer.
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Presbytery reconvened at 6:56 p.m.
Mr. Kinnaird resumed the chair.
When brought to a vote the main motion of the Committee carried.

Messrs. Kuschke, Haldeman, Bachman, and Knudsen requested that their negative votes
be recorded.

Enclosure 5 , from Minutes of 3-21-81
Response of Presbytery to Complaint
It was moved and carried that the Presbytery of Philadelphia deny the complaint of Arthur
W. Kuschke, Jr., presented on December 12, 1980, because the Presbytery was neither delinquent nor in error in the action against (Book of Discipline, X , 1, 2, 3), and that the Presbytery
of Philadelphia, in support of this denial, set forth the following grounds and considerations:
1. In refusing “to consider further discussion of Norman Shepherd’s views except in the
context of regular judicial proceedings,” the Presbytery acted properly to protect the rights of
Mr. Shepherd guaranteed to him in the Book of Discipline (cf. I, 2).
2. The Presbytery’s action recognized that its determination, both while sitting as a Committee of the Whole and in regular session, finding none of the Thirty-four Theses out of
harmony with the teaching of Scripture and the Westminster standards was, according to the
letter of Mr. Shepherd to Presbytery on September 15, 1980 (p. 3, first full paragraph), a
satisfactory resolution of the questions of doctrine proposed by him, and so concluded Presbytery’s responsibility toward these questions of doctrine.

3. The Presbytery’s action in no way precludes the right of complainant or any other
member of Presbytery to request that the Presbytery “resolve questions of doctrine . . .
seriously and reasonably proposed” or that it “condemn erroneous opinions which injure the
purity and peace of the church” (Form of Government, XIV, 5,3rd para.), if complainant or any
other member of Presbytery believes there is need for such resolution of any question of
doctrine or condemnation of any erroneous opinion.
4. Complainant’s assertion that “formal judicial process does not in itself provide the
means of resolving a doctrinal issue, if the Presbytery is already deeply divided on that issue” is
not supported by the Book of Discipline. On the contrary, the provisions for clearly stated
charges, adequate evidence, cross examination of witnesses, and unrestricted appeal to the
Word of God (Book of Discipline, 111, 3; IV, 1, 7, 13, 14; V , 1, 4), establishes a well-ordered
procedure designed to resolve a “doctrinal issue” even when prejudgments on it may be
“deeply divided.”

5 . Complainant’s assertion that judicial discipline requires “seriatim decisions on itemized
propositions” is in error. There is nothing in the Book of Discipline that precludes the filing of a
single charge encompassing “an overall view” of any doctrinal concern mentioned in the
complaint.

6. Even if the complaint were to be sustained, the amends sought do not suggest any
adequate procedure for resolving the “doctrinal issue(s)” mentioned. Extensive discussion of
Mr. Shepherd’s views and the recommendations of the Committee of the Whole failed to satisfy
the concerns of complainant and others, nor did the expression of those concerns by complainant and others ever achieve the support of a majority of the presbyters. To suppose that further
discussion and other committee recommendations would have better success is unrealistic.
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Communication 3 (in part, without enclosure)

From the Presbytery of the Midwest
April 10, 1981
Forty-eighth General Assembly
The Orthodox Presbyterian Church
Fathers and Brothers:
This is to inform you that the Presbytery of the Midwest, at its Spring Stated Meeting held
in Oostburg, Wisconsin, March 13, 14, 1981, adopted the following motion: .‘That presbytery
petition General Assembly, which we believe has available to it capable and gifted leaders, to
form a study committee which would primarily deal with the hermeneutical aspect of the current
debate, as found in this report.”
The report referred to in the motion is the report of presbytery’s Committee to Study
Women in Office. I enclose a copy of this report.
Respectfully yours in Christ,
Robert W. Eckardt. Stated’Clerk
Communication 4

From the Presbytery of the Mid-Atlantic
April 23, 1981
To: The Stated Clerk of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church
Fathers and Brethren:
This letter is to inform you of the (following) action taken at meeting of the Presbytery of
the Mid-Atlantic Presbytery of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church on April 11, 1981.
*‘It was moved and seconded that the Presbytery of the Mid-Atlantic go on record as
approving the acceptance of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church of the invitation of the Presbyterian Church in America to join with it, and that the following be informed of this action: The
Stated Clerk of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church: The clerks of all Orthodox Presbyterian
presbyteries; The clerks of the Presbyterian Church in America and the Reformed Presbyterian
Church Evangelical Synod whose presbyteries are located within the bounds of Delaware,
Maryland, Virginia, West Virginia and North Carolina.”
Respectfully yours,
Timothy H. Gregson, Stated Clerk
Communication 5

From the Presbytery of New Jersey
May2, 1981
The Forty-eighth General Assembly
The Orthodox Presbyterian Church
Fathers and Brethren:
The Presbytery of New Jersey at its stated meeting on April 28, 1981, determined to inform
the General Assembly that this Presbytery does not concur in the overture of the Presbytery oE
the Dakotas in re the invitation to join the Presbyterian Church in America.
Respectfu II y ,
Richard A. Barker, Stated Clerk
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Communication 6
From the Presbytery of Ohio
April 29, 1981
The 48th General Assembly
The Orthodox Presbyterian Church
Fathers and Brethren:
Greetings in our Lord Jesus Christ.
This Presbytery took action on April 24, 1981 to concur with the overture of the Presbytery
of the Dakotas in the matter concerning the Presbyterian Church in America, with the exception
that in section b. the words “not apply for membership in” are more accurate than the words
“decline the invitation of the” since an invitation is non-existent presently.
This action resulted in two members requesting their negative votes be recorded of the
sixteen voting.
Cordially in Christ,
John C. Smith, Stated Clerk
Communication 7
From the Presbytery of the Northwest
May 5 , 1981
The 48th General Assembly
The Orthodox Presbyterian Church
Fathers and Brethren,
At its recent stated April meeting the Presbytery of the Northwest determined to inform the
General Assembly that “it believes that the overture of the Presbytery of the Dakotas regarding
union with the Presbyterian Church in America to be ill-advised at this time, particularly in view
of the fact that the Committee on Ecumenicity and Tnterchurch Relations has not submitted its
report and defended its recommendations (“He who answers before listening-that is his folly
and shame” Proverbs 18: 13).”
Respectfully yours,
Donald M. Poundstone. Stated Clerk
Communication 8
From the Presbytery of Northern California
May6, 1981
The 48th General Assembly
Mr. Richard A. Barker, Stated Clerk
Fathers and Brethren:
The Presbytery of Northern California of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church at its Spring
stated meeting on March 20-21, 1981, on motion determined to inform the General Assembly
that, at this time, it is opposed to the proposed union with the Presbyterian Church in America
and urges the General Assembly to reject their invitation.
For the Presbytery,
Richard C. Miller, Stated Clerk
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Communication 9

From the Committee on Diaconal Ministries
May 18, 1981
The General Assembly
Richard A. Barker, Stated Clerk
Dear Mr. Barker,
It is with real regret that we inform the General Assembly, convening on May 28, 1981, at
Geneva College, Beaver Falls, PA, that James Wadsworth, Deacon in Emmanuel Orthodox
Presbyterian Church, Wilmington, DE, elected to the Class of 1982 of the Committee on
Diaconal Ministries, has presented his resignation to the Committee.
Mr. Wadsworth has been confronted with several added responsibilities in the local congregation and in his work which have caused him to decide that if would be prudent for him and
his family that he resign from the Committee.
Ruling Elder John M. Dishman, from Emmanuel Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Whippany,
NJ, has also determined to resign from the Committee for similar reasons. Mr. Dishman was a
member of the Class of 1983.
We inform the Assembly of these resignations in order that these vacancies on the Committee may be filled at this meeting of the Assembly.
Most cordially,
Lester R. Bachman, Secretary-Treasurer

Communication 10

From the Presbytery of New York and New England
May 23, 1981
Mr. Richard A. Barker, Stated Clerk
The Orthodox Presbyterian Church
Dr. Mr. Barker,
With respect to the overture from the Presbytery of the Dakotas dated March 26, 1981, the
Presbytery of New York and New England at its stated spring meeting, April 7, 1981, voted not
to concur with the Presbytery of the Dakotas overture.
In Christ,
Richard J. Wirth, Stated Clerk
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COM PLAI NTS
Complaint I

From the Rev. Arthur W. Kuschke, Jr.
March 24, 1981
The Forty-eighth General Assembly
The Orthodox Presbyterian Church
Mr. Richard A. Barker, Stated Clerk
Fathers and Brethren:
The enclosed complaint, dated December 12, 1980, charges the Presbytery of Philadelphia
with delinquency in refusing, by an action taken September 15, 1980, to persevere in seeking the
resolution of a doctrinal controversy by way of searching the Scriptures. The complaint was
presented to the presbytery but on March 21, 1981 the presbytery adopted an answer denying
the complaint. That answer is being forwarded to you by the clerk of the presbytery. Since the
answer is unsatisfactory to the complainant the complaint is now being carried to the General
Assembly, and the presbytery has been notified of the intention to do so, in accord with the
Book of Discipline Chapter X, Section 3.
The following summary will help to place both the complaint and the answer in their
context.
The Thirty-four Theses on Justification in Relation to Faith, Repentance, and Good Works
were presented to the presbytery by the Rev. Norman Shepherd on November 18, 1978, with
the request that the presbytery determine whether the views expressed were in harmony with
the teaching of Scripture and the Westminster standards, and whether holding the views was
consistent with the ordination vows. The presbytery undertook to consider the Thirty-four
Theses through a Committee of the Whole; there followed, from December 16, 1978 to December 1, 1979, ten sessions of the Committee of the Whole, during which all of the Theses,
except three on which no action was taken, were found, by separate votes, to be in harmony
with the teaching of Scripture and the subordinate standards, or in one case, consistent with the
ordination vows. But when on January 22, 1980 the Committee of the Whole presented its report
to the presbytery and recommended that the presbytery adopt these findings, the motion to do
so was lost by a tie vote. There was a complaint of March 15, 1980 against the presbytery’s
failure to resolve the question of doctrine; the complaint urged the presbytery to declare that at
no time had the presbytery found any of the views in the Theses to be out of accord with the
teaching of Scripture and the Westminster standards. This complaint was considered by the
presbytery.and denied on March 15, 1980. The motion of March 15, 1980, in full, is recorded as
follows in the minutes:

On amended substitute motion Presbytery denied the complaint on the grounds that the
Presbytery has not yet had an opportunity to develop a more successful approach to dealing
with the questions of doctrine contained in the “Thirty-four Theses” and because the
Presbytery recognizes its responsibility to continue pursuing a resolution of the situation;
therefore the Presbytery recognizing the widespread difference of opinion that exists in the
church concerning Mr. Shepherd’s views on justification, and the need of the church to
speak clearly on this subject, hereby decides to endeavor to reach a definitive judgment
concerning the formulations in the “Thirty-four Theses,” and, to that end, decides to elect
a special committee of five members whose duties shall be to recommend to the September
meeting of Presbytery what judgment the Presbytery should make concerning the formulations in the “Thirty-four Theses,” and to recommend what action the Presbytery should
take in consequence of that judgment. In preparing its report, the special committee should
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make such use as it deems suitable of other statements by Mr. Shepherd and others that are
publicly available and are relevant to Mr. Shepherd’s teaching concerning justification.
The special committee of five reported September 15, 1980, proposing a different course
from that which had been committed to it. Its recommendations were adopted and became the
action of September 15, 1980 which is complained against in the present complaint, and which is
cited therein.
Respectfully submitted,
Arthur W. Kuschke, Jr.

A Complaint

To the Rev. A. LeRoy Greer, Stated Clerk of the Presbytery of Philadelphia of The
Orthodox Presbyterian Church:
And now, this twelfth day of December, 1980, comes the undersigned and complains
against the action of the Presbytery of Philadelphia at its meeting on September 15, 1980, in
adopting the recommendations of the following report of a special committee, which had been
set up on March 15, 1980 and charged with the endeavor to reach a definitive judgment concerning the formulations in the Thirty-four Theses:
The committee, having carefully reviewed its mandate, and noting the actions of the Presbytery’s Committee of the Whole concerning the Thirty-four Theses and the fact that the
Presbytery has failed to declare the Thirty-four Theses in accord or out of accord with
Scripture and our subordinate standards, recommends that the Presbytery cease its present
procedure of attempting to evaluate the Thirty-four Theses of Norman Shepherd, and
further recommends to the Presbytery that it refuse to consider fucher discussion of
Norman Shepherd’s views except in the context of regular judicial proceedings.
By adopting these recommendations the Presbytery turned away from its course of evaluating the Thirty-four Theses and also refused to consider further discussion of Mr. Shepherd’s
views, except in the context of regular judicial proceedings.
The responsibility of the Presbytery is to come to a resolution of the doctrinal issues. The
Presbytery is now deeply divided on these issues, after two years of intensive debate. The
Presbytery must decide what is the revealed truth about justification-that is, whether we are
justified by faith with its works or by faith apart from its works, and apply its decision to the
formulations of the Thirty-four Theses. The Presbytery must also evaluate those formulations as
they are related to the pattern of Mr. Shepherd’s thinking in other public- statements, which
have not come before the Presbytery, concerning his doctrines of the covenant, election,
baptism, obedience, and evangelism,
Should the resolution of these doctrinal issues be sought by the path of discussion apart
from judicial process, as provided by the Form of Government, Chapter XIV, Section 5 (“the
presbytery has power. . . to resolve questions of doctrine or discipline seriously and reasonably
proposed”) which path the Presbytery did follow from November, 1978 to September 1980; or,
by the path of judicial process as provided in the Book uf Discipline, Chapters 111, IV, and V?
Formal judicial process does not in itself provide the means of resolving a doctrinal issue, if
the Presbytery is already deeply divided on that issue. The Presbytery should first come to a
judgment on the doctrinal issue, in the hope that all may find unity in the truth. Without a larger
measure of such unity, formal charges against one person could exacerbate the division in the
Presbytery, fail to evaluate the issues, lead to a judicial decision on only partial aspects of the
problem, or lead to a stalemate which could frustrate the Presbytery’s effort to achieve doctrinal
unity.
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In the experience of The Orthodox Presbyterian Church, widespread doctrinal problems
have been dealt with through the study of Scripture and discussion of reports of committees.
But judicial discipline for doctrinal offenses, in the experience of the Church, has been carried
through against a minister only when the Church in general is agreed that a given position
constitutes an offense, and only when the person charged freely acknowledges that he holds that
position. Neither of these conditions obtain in the present situation. There is real danger that the
doctrinal division in the Presbytery of Philadelphia may engulf the whole Church.
The forms and procedures of judicial discipline are not adapted to this particular dispute,
because those forms and procedures call for seriatim decisions on itemized propositions rather
than for an overall view, as this dispute requires, of the pattern of numerous problematic
statements in the light of the system of doctrine given us in the Bible. There have been many
crucial doctrinal issues in the history of the church which must be understood and resolved in
the light of the whole system of doctrine: for example, conditional or unconditional election; the
extent of the atonement; and the priority of regeneration or faith. The forms of judicial charges
and specifications do not provide the necessary vehicle for the evaluation of the pattern of Mr.
Shepherd’s so-called “covenantal” thinking in relation to the system of doctrine. Such evaluation, through study and discussion, is essential if the problem is to be resolved.
There is always need for continuous open discussion of serious doctrinal issues. At no time
should further discussion of such issues be forbidden by a presbytery.
This doctrinal issue will yield to resolution only by comparing Scripture with Scripture, by
prayer for the blessing of the Spirit, by perseverance in study and discussion, and by a determination to seek the truth in love. Such is the Presbytery’s responsibility at this time.
Amends:
1. That the Presbytery return to the path of Bible study and discussion of the doctrinal
questions arising from Mr. Shepherd’s Thirty:four Thesrs and other public papers, in relation to
the system of doctrine given in Scripture.

2. That the Presbytery erect a committee of five to study the doctrinal questions in relation
to the teachings of Scripture and to the system of doctrine and in the light of all the evidence
publicly available, to make recommendations as to the resolution of the doctrinal questions, and
to report its progress and its findings to the Presbytery.

3. And, since the doctrinal issues also affect the whole Church, and since the Presbytery,
thus far, has been unable to resolve those issues, that the Forty-eighth General Assembly be
petitioned to erect a committee of seven, to survey the doctrinal questions, to state the issues as
they affect the Church at large, and to report to the Forty-ninth General Assembly with recommendations for resolution of the doctrinal questions.
Arthur W. Kuschke, Jr.
December 12, 1980
Complaint 2
From the session of El Camino OPC, Goleta, CA, against the Presbytery of Southern
California.
(See report of the Committee on Appeals and Complaints, p. 185.)
During the course of the presentation of Overtures, Communications, and Complaints, Mr.
Black was elected Moderator on the third ballot. Mr. Tyson welcomed Mr. Black to the chair.
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On motion the times of recessing and reconvening were set as follows:

Convene
Recess
Recess

Morning
8:OO a.m.
1O:OO-10:20 a.m.
12:15 p.m.

Afternoon
1:15 p.m.
3:25-3:45 p.m.
5:30 p.m.

Evening
7:OO p.m.
9:05 p.m.

Morning sessions preceded by a 20-minute devotional service.
Afternoon and evening sessions opened with the singing of a hymn or psalm version.
Recess Friday after item 14 to permit advisory committees to meet, reconvening Saturday
morning at 10:30 a.m.
No session Saturday evening or all day Sunday.
The docket was adopted in the form prepared by the Clerk except that the report of
Advisory Committee #13 was placed after the report of the Committee on Pensions, and that
the report of the Committee on Presbyterial Records was set at 7:OO p.m., Wednesday.
On separate motions the Standing Rules were amended pursuant to the proposals of the
47th General Assembly as follows:
(a) Chapter I11 (cf. Minutes, 47th G. A., p. 202) was amended to include explicit provision
that the Moderator be elected from among the voting commissioners to the Assembly.
(b) Chapters V and X,4 (cf. ibid, pp. 202, 203) were amended to change the order of
business at the assembly, placing the election of the clerk and statistician after the recess for
advisory committee meetings, and removing certain inconsistencies remaining from the adoption of advisory committees in 1973, except that (1) V,12, was adopted in the form “Report of
advisory committee concerning these reports,” (2) X,4, first sentence was adopted in the form
“Temporary or Advisory Committees shall be those . . .” and (3) X,4, third paragraph, was
adopted with the deletion of “a. Administration. It shall be composed . . . etc.” and relettering
the remaining subparagraphs.
(c) Chapter X,2 (cf. ibid, pp. 57 & 59) was amended to establish a ministerial training
subcommittee of the Committee on Christian Education, except that the words “of this subcommittee” were inserted after the words “Not more than two members”.
(d) Chapter X,3, and XII1,g (cf. ibid, p. 106) were amended to include reference to the
Presbyterian and Reformed Joint Commission on Chaplains and Military Personnel as the
endorsing agent of the G. A., and establishing the constitution of that body as an instrument of the
assembly.
(e) Chapter X,4 and 5 , were renumbered 5 and 6, and a new Section 4 was inserted and VI,
10 was added (cf. ibid, p. 228) establishing certain controls on committees that depend on the
G. A. Budget Fund for their expenses.
On motion it was determined to grant the request of Overture 2 at a time selected by the
Moderator and that the following advisory and temporary committees be erected, that reports,
overtures, communications, and complaints be referred to them as indicated, and that the
commissioners named below be appointed to these committees, the first-named being
conveners:
Advisory Committee #I
Report of the Committee on Foreign Missions.
Messrs. Fredericks, Cully, Cummings, Hight, Postma, Steltzer, Swett, and Richard
Vandenburg.
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Advisory Committee #2
Report of the Committee on Christian Education.
Messrs. Solis, DeRu, Dowling, Jerrell, Klompenhouwer, L. E. Miller, Milojevich, McGovern,
G. E. Peterson, and Rogers.

,

Advisory Committee #3
Report of the Committee on Home Missions and Church Extension, Report of the Committee
on OPC Involvement in CUTS, and Report of the Minority of the Committee on OPC Involvement in CUTS.
Messrs. Smith, Aquila, Borth, Ediger, Kellam, King, Larson, McIlwaine, Meinhardt, and
Nightengale.
Advisory Committee #4

Report of the Committee on Stewardship and Report of the Committee on Financial Oversight.
Messrs. Vanden Burg, P. R. Conard, Edwards, Hansen, Harmelink, D. R. Miller, Strimple, and
Walme r.
Advisory Committee #5

Report of the Committee on Appeals and Complaints, and Complaint 1 (1980).
Messrs. Felch, Copeland, Gibbons, Hard, Harvey, S. F. Miller, and Watson.
Advisory Committee

#6 (not used)

#7
Report of the Committee on Pensions, Report of the Committee on Diaconal Ministries, and
Report of the Committee on Principles of Diaconal Ministry.
Messrs. Orr, Coie, Fullalove, Hardesty, Jones, Seaberry, and Sloat.
Advisory Committee

Advisory Committee #8
Report of the Committee on Ecumenicity and Interchurch Relations, Report of the Minority of the
Committee on Ecumenicity and Interchurch Relations, Overture 1, and Communications 1, 4,
5 , 6, 7, 8, and 10.
Messrs. Cottenden, Armour, Dunn, Ellis, Gaffin, Johnson, Keller, Kellogg, Laurie, Porter,
Poundstone, Prutow, and Vining.
Advisory Committee #9

Report of the Committee on Revisions to the Book of Discipline and the Directory for Worship
and Report of the Historian.
Messrs. Newsom, Fluck, Gerber, Guerrin, Kiester, Kinnaird, Scipione, and Vermeulen.
Advisory Committee #I0 (not used)
Advisory Committee

#I I (not used)

Advisory Committee #I2

Report of the Committee on Reformed Ecumenical Synod Matters, Report of the Missions
Correspondent for the Reformed Ecumenical Synod, and Report of the Committee on Race.
Messrs. Payton, L. D. Conard, Conn, Crossett, Hake, Male, and Van der Heide.
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Advisory Committee #I3
Complaint 1 and Communication 2.
Messrs. Stanton, J. S. Atwell, Dennison, DeVelde, Dortzbach, Lodge, Muether, J. J. Peterson,
Uomoto, and Wagner.
Committee on Overtures and Communications
Overture 3, Communication 3, Report of the Chaplains Commission, Report of the Stated
Clerk, Report of the Statistician, and Report of the Trustees of the General Assembly.
Messrs. Haldeman, Eyres, Hall, Hansen, Morse, Nieuwsma, Rockey, Rowe, and Taylor.
Committee on Presbyterial Records
Messrs. Brown, Cole, George, Kramm, Quarles, Rudolph, Sibley, L. W. Schmurr, W. J.
Vandenburg, Viss, and Warren.
Committee on Stunding Committee Records

Messrs. Tanzie, Boer, Falk, Hayman, Reynolds, and Tickner.
committee on General Assembly Fund Review
Messrs. Mitchell and Haney.
Committee on Dute, Place and Travel

Messrs. Ruff (regular member), Doe and Vandenbroek (temporary members).
During the course of the erection of temporary committees, by general consent, the pending recess was postponed until completion of the motion.
The Assembly recessed at 1O:lO a.m. and reconvened at 10:33 a.m.
The Assembly recessed at 10:43 a.m. following prayer led by Mr. Poundstone.

SATURDAY MORNING, MAY 30
The Assembly reconvened at 10:31 a.m. with the singing of the hymn, “Come, let us sing
unto the Lord.” Mr. Wagner led in prayer.
The minutes of the sessions of Thursday, May 28, and Friday, May 29, were approved as
presented.
On motion the docket was amended to make consideration of the report of Advisory
Committee # I 3 the order of the day at 7:OO p.m., Tuesday, or following consideration of
Complaint 1 (1980), whichever comes first; and to make consideration of the report of the
Committee on Ecumenicity and Interchurch Relations follow consideration of the report of
Advisory Committee #13, with the invitation from the Presbyterian Church in America being
the first topic.
Mr. Barker presented the report of the Stated Clerk. On motion Standing Rule Chapter VI,
Section 7, was suspended and the report was ordered included in the Minutes without being
read aloud.
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REPORT OF THE STATED CLERK
Copy for the Minutes of the 47th General Assembly was delivered to the printer on July 29,
1980. This was later than the previous year, and was due both to a number of ecumenical letters
that had to be written and sent soon after the Assembly and to the greater length of the Minutes.
At 299 pages, 46 more than the previous year, they are by far our longest minutes to date. Elder
Edward A. Haug spent September 23, 1980, proofreading Minutes with the Clerk. Final corrections were given the printer soon after the last proofs were received about December 12.
Unhappily this resulted in the Minutes being delivered to 7401 Old York Road on January 2,
1981, the worst possible date, which delayed their mailing further. The Clerk is sorry for his part
in the delays.
Several errors in the Minutes have come to the Clerk’s attention, including the following:
(1) on p. 25, the citation in parentheses in the first sentence of Communication 7 should be
to the 44th G. A., not the 45th. (This error was in the original letter.)
(2) on pp. 34-35apage of incorrect original copy kincluded in Complaint 1. The correct text is
reprinted as an attachment to the report of the Committee to Meet with Complainants (cf. p. 136).
(3) on p. 206, 2nd paragraph, line 3, the words “and that (3) such” should read “and (3) in
such,” and in line 4 the words “have been separated from the presbytery Minutes, that they”
should be inserted after the word “Minutes”.
(4) on p. 218 the two missing page citations should be to p. 208.
Most of the material in the Agenda for the 48th G. A. was received within the few days
before the deadline, March 28, 1981. In order to get the Agenda out as early as possible, it has
had skimpy proofreading. Ten committees did not even make the Supplementary Agenda with
their reports. This seems to be a growing problem.
The Clerk, primarily due to a consideration of stewardship of funds, declined to include in
the Agenda some supporting material that one member of a committee wanted included. This is
a gray area in the Clerk’s responsibility that the Assembly might want to clarify.
The Clerk, after consultation with the Moderator, has prepared the Docket as if changes
proposed in the Standing Rules last year were already in effect. The report of the Committee on
OPC lnvolvement in CUTS was placed where it is on the proposed docket at the request of the
Committee on Home Missions and Church Extension.
The status of the General Assembly Budget Fund is shown below. At the time this report
was written the Clerk had not seen the Report, but had been informed that the budget was
substantially overspent, due largely to extra costs of the Committee on Ecumenicity and Interchurch Relations.
Respectfully submitted,
Richard A. Barker, Stated Clerk
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Attachment to the Report of the Stated Clerk
GENERAL ASSEMBLY BUDGET FUND
Statement of Cash Receipts and Disbursements
May 1. 1980 to April 30. 1981
Cash balance from previous Assembly

...............................

$ 9,679.82

Receipts
Contributions from churches ..............................
Sale of Minutes .........................................
Sale of Book of Church Order ............................
Miscellaneous ...........................................
Total receipts

$29,226.17
84.20
863.00
7.35

........................................
...................................

$30,180.72
$39,860.54

Total accountable

Expenditures
Honoraria-Stated Clerk. 47th G . A .......................
$ 4,000.00
Assistant Clerk ..............................
250.00
Statistician ..................................
200.00
Historian ....................................
150.00
Agenda expense. 47th G . A ...............................
7,197.96
Minutes expense. 47th G . A ..............................
7,418.18
Postage. office. secretarial expense ........................
660.73
Assessments-Ref . Ecum . Synod .........................
3,434.06
N . A . Presby . & Ref . Council ...............
RES 1980 delegate expense ...............................
3,693.27
Committee expenses
88.50
Arrangements. 47th G . A ...............................
Appeals and Complaints ...............................
774.08
Book of Disc., Dir . for Worship ........................
1,387.31
Chaplains Commission .................................
624.00
Diaconal Ministry. Study of ............................
561.77
Ecumenicity ..........................................
10,988.13
Linguistic Revisions ...................................
90.00
Ministerial Training ....................................
1,378.10
CUTS ................................................
868.20

...................................
Cash balance. April 30. 1981 ..........................
RES 1984 expense reserve ...............................
Net balance. April 30. 1981 ...........................
Total expenditures

$43,764.29
($ 3,903.75)

1,300.00
($ 5,203.75)

(In addition. some $370.17 in bills attributable to the 47th Assembly have been paid since
April 3’0.1981.)

Mr . Mitchell. Secretary of the Trustees of the General Assembly. presented their report .
On motion Standing Rule Chapter VI. Section 7. was suspended and the report was ordered
included in the Minutes without being read aloud .
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REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE
GENERAL ASSEMBLY
The Trustees of the General Assembly met once since the Forty-seventh General Assembly. The following officers were elected to serve until the first meeting of the Trustees following
the Forty-eighth General Assembly: President, Abe W. Ediger; Vice-president, Willard E.
Neel; Secretary, John J. Mitchell, Treasurer, Bert L. Roeber.
The Trustees respectfully nominate Richard A. Barker to be the Stated Clerk of the Fortyeighth General Assembly and further recommend that his remuneration be $3,000, and further
recommend that his duties be those listed in the Standing Rules, Chapter IV, Section 3, items a,
c, e, f, g, 0,P, q , and r; and
The Trustees respectfully nominate John P. Galbraith to be a special assistant to the Stated
Clerk of the Forty-eighth General Assembly to serve as Corresponding Clerk and further recommend that his remuneration be $750, and further recommend that his duties be those listed
in the Standing Rules, Chapter IV, Section 3, items b, d, 1, m, n, and 0,with items h, i, j, and k
being excepted.
The Trustees propose to the Forty-eighth General Assembly that Standing Rule IV, Section
3, item n be amended to read as follows;
“n. To solicit funds for the operating expenses of the General Assembly, the Committee on
Stewardship to act as fiscal agent for the Assembly, and payment of all expenses properly
incurred in the execution of the Assembly’s business to be made by the Committee on
Stewardship in accord with Standing Rule X, 4.”
The Secretary of the Trustees continues to correspond annually with the Internal Revenue
Service in regard to the group ruling granted to the Trustees of the General Assembly and the
subordinate units of the General Assembly. This group ruling gives tax exempt status to all the
local congregations and other agencies listed in the current Directory of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church. The reference number to be used in any correspondence concerning tax exempt
matters is 23-7001990.
ELECTIONS
The terms of the following trustees expire at this Assembly: Minister, John J. Mitchell;
Ruling Elder, Willard E. Neel.
ESTIMATED EXPENSES
The Trustees estimate their costs for the next year will be $50.00 for miscellaneous expenses, such expenses to be paid from the General Assembly Budget Fund.
Respectfully submitted,
Abe W. Ediger, President
On motion the recommendations of the Trustees concerning the Stated Clerk and concerning the erection and duties of a Corresponding Clerk were adopted.
The floor was declared open for nominations to the office of Stated Clerk. Mr. Barker was
nominated. There being no further nominations the Moderator declared Mr. Barker elected.
The floor was declared open for nominations to the position of Corresponding Clerk. Mr.
Galbraith was nominated. There being no further nominations the Moderator declared Mr.
Galbraith elected.
(The Trustees’ proposal concerning Standing Rule IV,3, was construed as a proposal for
action by the 49th General Assembly in accordance with Standing Rule XIV,2.)
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The floor was declared open for nominations to the Trustees ofthe General Assembly. The
following were nominated: Minister-Mitchell; Ruling Elder- Willard E. Neel (West Collingswood). There being no further nominations the Moderator declared Messrs. Mitchell and Neel
elected to the class of 1984.
On motion the report of the Statistician was ordered included in the Minutes without being
read aloud.

REPORT OF THE STATISTICIAN
TOTAL MEMBERSHIP
Total membership at the end of 1980 was 16,862 comprised of 272 ministers, 11,553 communicant members and 5,037 baptized children. The net increase in total membership from the
end of 1979 was 400 or 2.4%, a good year in OPC terms.
Nine of the 1 1 regional churches experienced a net increase in total membership to equal
last year’s record. New Jersey ended its long years of successive net decreases with a gain of
two, resulting from an increase of three in ministers which offset a loss of one in the other
components of total membership.
MINISTERS AND RULING ELDERS
The number of ministers increased to 272 at the end of 1980 from 256 the year before. The
gain of 16 in one year was the largest in OPC history.
For the first time the statistical form made provision for reporting the total number of ruling
elders for each church as well as those elected to serve on the session. The total at the end of
1980 was 639 with 493 or 77% ruling in the local church.
CHURCHES AND CHAPELS
During 1980 the number of churches increased from 146 to 150, and the number of chapels
from 28 to 29.
The distribution of total membership in the 150 churches is shown below:
Total Membership
Percentage
Less than 24
25 to 49
50 to 99
100 to 149
150 to 199
200 and over

5
19
38
14
I1
13
1 00

TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS
(Tithes and Offerings, All Organizations)
Total contributions for 1980 were $6,471,143, an increase for the year of 10.7%. Benevolence giving during 1980 was $ I ,235,849, an increase of 7.3%. Benevolences were 19.1% of total
giving, somewhat lower than usual.
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YEARLY CONTRIBUTIONS PER COMMUNICANT MEMBER
The trend toward larger relative support of local needs as well as increased per capita giving
is shown by the following table:
Year
General
Benevolence
Special
Total
1980
I979
1978

$409
369
326

$107
102
104

$44
46
49

$560
517
479

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday School attendance as measured by average weekly figures in May and November
was almost identical in 1979 and 1980. May figures were respectively 7,820 and 7,836; in
November they were 8,196 and 8,173.
Respectfully submitted,
Edward A. Haug, Statistician

Mr. Haldeman presented the report of the Committee on Overtures and Communications
as follows:

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON OVERTURES
AND COMMUNICATIONS
1. Regarding the Report of the Stated Clerk:

Your committee commends this report to the commissioners, particularly the list of corrections of the Minutes of the 47th General Assembly.
We urge the presbyteries and committees to take seriously the Stated Clerk’s plea for
earlier submission of materials designed for incorporation in the Agenda.
Finally, in answer to the Clerk’s question as to his obligation regarding documents in
support of overtures, communications, and complaints, the following recommendation is proposed: That the Stated Clerk be instructed that it is not his responsibility to incorporate background documents relating to overtures, communications and complaints in the printed agenda
or the Minutes of General Assembly except when directed to do so by action of the Assembly.
11. Regarding the Report of the Statistician:

Your committee commends the Statistician for his work, especially the addition of the new
information regarding ruling elders. We recommend one change in the wording of the report and
include a note concerning some possible additional information, as follows:
1. Under the heading “Ministers and Ruling Elders,” the second paragraph might read as
follows: “For the first time the statistical form made provision for reporting the total number of
ruling eiders, which for 1980 was 639, of which 493 (or 77%) were serving on sessions.”
2. Note: It may be of interest to the church to know how many chapels became churches or
vice versa.
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111. Regarding Overture 3:
Your committee concurs, with the following addition: that Chapter XIII, 10, line 5 read as
follows: ". . . normally from within the same presbytery. . . ."
IV. Regarding Communication 3:
In response to the request of the Presbytery of the Midwest for the formation of a study
committee to deal with the hermeneutical aspect of the debate over women in ordained offices,
the committee is unanimous in the belief that our secondary standards adequately reflect the
teaching of Scripture on this point. Nevertheless, we believe that it would be beneficial for the
Orthodox Presbyterian Church to add its voice to the current debate.
However, in view of the fact that NAPARC is currently engaged in studying this question,
and in view of the fact that Drs. Richard B. Gaffin, Jr, and Meredith G. Kline are the OPC
participants in this study, we believe that the intent of the request may be fulfilled in this way,
and therefore we recommend no action.
On motion the recommendation in Section I of the report was adopted.
The Clerk announced that in accordance with Standing Rule Chapter IV, Section 2.a., he
had asked Mr. Phillips to serve as Assistant Clerk.
Mr. Ruff presented a further report of the Committee on Date, Place and Travel as follows:
PARTIAL REPORT OF
THE COMMITTEE ON DATE, PLACE AND TRAVEL
The Committee recommends that, for the purposes of full travel compensation, attendance
at the Assembly be required until 3:OO p.m., Thursday, June 4.
The Committee further recommends that the following commissioners be excused for
absence as indicated:
a) Mr. Tanzie, from the sessions of May 30, in order to perform a wedding ceremony in
New Jersey, without loss of travel compensation;
b) Messrs. Vining and Warren, from a portion of the afternoon session of June 4, in order
to preserve previously arranged economy fares which were booked in ignorance of the projected terminus of the Assembly, without loss of travel compensation;
c ) Dr. Knudsen, from the sessions of May 28-30, due to the marriage of his son on May 30,
with 75% travel compensation;
d) Messrs. Male, Stanton, and Vermeulen, from a portion of the afternoon session of June
4, in order to attend a missions meeting in Detroit, MI, withou loss of travel compensation.
e) Mr. Tyson, from all sessions following the noon recess, May 29, in order to be with his
wife for the impending birth of their child, without loss of travel compensation.
On separate motions, the recommendations were adopted.
The floor was declared open for nominations to the office of Statistician. Mr. Edward A.
Haug (Neptune) was nominated. There being no further nominations, the Moderator declared
Mr. Haug elected.
Mr. Galbraith, Chairman of the Committee on OPC Involvement in CUTS, presented its
report and the report of the Minority of the Committee on OPC Znvolvement in CUTS. On
motion, the reports were ordered included in the Minutes without being read aloud.
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON
OPC INVOLVEMENT IN CUTS
Fathers and Brethren,

Your committee was given the following mandate by the 47th (1980) General Assembly: ”to
report to the next regular General Assembly with recommendations as to the involvement of the
Orthodox Presbyterian Church (OPC) in the Center for Urban Theological Studies (CUTS), and
that in its consideration of this matter the committee refer to the report of the Committee on
Home Missions and Church Extension (CHMCE) to this assembly, the report of Advisory
Committee #3, and the report of the Minority of Advisory Committee #3, and also to consult
with the Committee on Home Missions and Church Extension, representatives of CUTS, and
any others that the committee deems appropriate” (Minutes, pp. 103-104).
Your committee has sought to discharge faithfully all the elements of the mandate. In doing
so it met once each with the Board of CUTS and the CHMCE, members of the committee
discussed the matter with individuals, and the committee of course reviewed the written materials. Your committee itself met twice and consulted by mail and telephone.
Before going further with this report your committee wants to express deep appreciation to
God for enabling the CHMCE and many others to recognize a need that existed in Philadelphia
for a theological training program to aid the existing and future urban church and to recognize
that the OPC also needed such a program for its own benefit, for the talents, energy, labor, and
funds which He provided for many to devote to instituting such a program, and for the painstaking endeavor by so many to construct a program that they wanted to be in all respects
faithful to the Word of God as well as to benefit the church. Nothing would have pleased us
more than to have been able to give our support to every phase of the program that was placed
before us. It should be clear, therefore, that the reservations that we express concerning OPC
sponsorship of CUTS in its present form are intended, especially when considered in light of the
alternatives that we shall suggest below, not only to advance the cause of biblical training of
urban church workers but also to make it possible for the OPC to share in the benefits of it. It is
our hope that our thoughts and suggestions will be evaluated not on the basis of the further labor
that they may entail but on the basis of their accord with the Word of God.
In the consultations held by your committee with the Board of CUTS, which includes
several ministers and ruling elders of the OPC, it was obvious that other members of the Board
were friendly to the thesis that Orthodox Presbyterians had a legitimate place within the framework of the CUTS program. It was equally clear that the beliefs and practices of these other
members were to be regarded as also legitimate in the same framework. The CUTS Constitution, Article IX, Section 3, was cited to indicate that when someone who has part in the ministry
of CUTS teaches or practices matters that are not part of the CUTS statement of faith (CUTS
Constitution, Article V), he is pledged to specifically dissociating CUTS from that teaching or
practice in his CUTS ministry; this was said to absolve the supporters of the CUTS ministry
from responsibility for such teaching or practice.
In the consultation of your committee with the CHMCE, in which several members of that
Committee participated and in which the Committee, as Committee, did not speak, the liberty of
the Committee’s representatives on the CUTS Board and participants in the work of CUTS to
speak and teach in accordance with their commitments, was cited. Also the “hope” was
expressed that by means of participation in CUTS the Reformed faith would be furthered.
The report of the CHMCE to the 47th Assembly included a rationale for its involvement
with CUTS, the key phrases being, in your committee’s judgment, the following:
“It was agreed by all parties involved that there was a need for a center in Philadelphia
separate from (but still related to) both Westminster (Seminary) and Geneva (College) to
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serve as a bridge to the urban Christian community for facilitating and coordinating educational services related to the gospel proclamation. It was also clear that such work was
strategic to the fulfilling of the Committee’s desire to establish a movement of inner city
church planting. Without viable and substantial relationships with Christ’s Church already
working in the city, such a ministry in the long run was clearly impossible.
“The organizing board (of CUTS) soon recognized the importance of developing this
ministry as a partnership ministry with the Philadelphia urban church. . . .” (Minutes,
p. 65).
Conversations with the CUTS Board and the CHMCE, as well as a reading of the historical
development of CUTS in the Committee’s report to the 47th General Assembly cannot but leave
one with two deep impressions: the Committee’s grasp of the urban church’s feeling of need,
and desire, for theological training for its pastors, and the Committee’s agonizing together
through many hours of discussion and decision-making on how to meet the need and fulfill the
desire of the urban church. The Committee wanted desperately to respond not only to need and
desire on the part of the urban church, but also to the opportunity to proclaim the whole counsel
of God to devoted Christians who had not had the opportunity to learn it as we have and who
would then be able to proclaim it to their urban communities.
The question of how to provide this ministry presented the Committee with a variety of
elements, some of which were conflicting. The basic point on which there was no conflict was
the fact that those who sought our Committee’s help were evangelicals; they came to us because
they were acquainted with our commitment to the Word of God and its gospel of redemption in
Christ. But beyond that there were many differences. There were, for example, cultural differences, and differences of historical background, as well as differences in doctrine and practice.
At the same time the Committee was well aware that the blessings and gifts of God were not
our’s alone, to be shared with others, but that God had given gifts to the urban church to share
with us.
Thus was the Committee presented with both an urgency and a dilemma. The urgency was
a need and an opportunity. The dilemma was how to serve both with humility and without
compromise to the integrity of our Reformed commitment. By means of interchange among
individuals and between the Board of CUTS and the CHMCE and through some members of the
CHMCE being also members of the Board of CUTS, the Constitution of CUTS was worked out
and approved by both bodies.
The chief point at issue in the proposed approval of that arrangement by the 47th (1980)
General Assembly, and which gave rise to the appointment of this special committee, was
whether or not the involvement of the Committee on Home Missions in CUTS as provided by
the CUTS Constitution compromised our Church’s witness to the whole counsel of God to
which our Standards commit us. The CHMCE has concluded that their involvement does not
compromise our Reformed witness, and your committee believes that in coming to that decision
they sought to face the question thoroughly and squarely. Thus the decision of the Committee
may not be taken lightly. Nevertheless, because the urgency of the need was felt so deeply by
the Committee, it was proper that a special committee not so emotionally involved should
examine the facts. Yet there was a danger for the special committee also: its lack of previous
involvement might prevent it from having an adequate understanding of the need. We believe
that both committees have sincerely sought to avoid their respective dangers.
A second element in the appointment of the special committee was that the report of the
CHMCE to the 47th Assembly had not addressed the question of possible compromise. The
implications of the corporate witness and the responsibility of the OPC in a “partnership
ministry” with non-Reformed churches were not dealt with in the report. It is that question that
must take priority over the questions of need, and it is on that question that this report focuses.
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The report, however, does not neglect the important question of need; it offers other alternatives to provide for the need.
The following is in four parts: Basic Facts, with which we hope that all parties agree; an
Analysis, which seeks to present the issues that bear upon the question; Conclusions, which
seek to set forth avenues through which the CHMCE might seek to fill a need that it believes
exists; and Recommendations, which propose a course of action for the Assembly.

I.

Basic Facts

A. The CHMCE acts for the OPC in home missionary work; what that Committee does,
the OPC does. As in the case of the Church, the Committee has a commitment to the Standards
of the Church, and its practices must conform to those Standards.
1. It should go without ,saying that the purpose in erecting such a Committee was to
enable the Church to do home missionary work in the furtherance of and in accordance with the
Church’s Standards.

2. Every member of the CHMCE-each is either a minister or ruling elder-vowed
when ordained, that he adopted the Westminster Standards as teaching the Word of God (not
merely the “system” in those Standards, but the Standards themselves as teaching the “system
. . . taught in the Scriptures”). [FOG, XXIII, 8, (2) and XXV, 6, (2)3.
3. Neither the Committee nor its members, either individually or corporately, is at
liberty to proclaim any teaching, either directly, or indirectly, through the instrumentality of
others, that diverges from that to which they have committed themselves.

B. CUTS acts for the CHMCE in training church workers, and, therefore, also for the
OPC: it is “a servant of the church,” its members are “representatives of churches” (Article
VI, opening paragraph), and “member churches and church agencies . . . shall . . . identify
publicly with CUTS,’ (Article V1, Section 2B). It can be said that what CUTS does, the
CHMCE does.
C. The following statements are descriptive (though not exhaustively) of CUTS:
1. It aims not to be a para-church organization but a church organization; its membership being composed not of individuals on their own responsibility but of churches or church
agencies in equal partnership (CUTS Constitution, Art. V1).

2. CUTS has substituted for the Westminster Standards as its doctrinal commitment a
seven paragraph doctrinal statement entitled “Foundations for Doing Theology-in-Ministry”
(CUTS Constitution, Art. V). The commitment that is required by this Article is certainly
evangelical, and certainly contains some doctrines that are distinctively Reformed-either
explicitly or by implication-but nevertheless omits from its commitment some crucial Reformed doctrines as, for example, total depravity, definite atonement, unconditional election,
eternal security, and the covenant and its baptismal implications.
3. The CUTS Constitution “treasure(s) the grasp of biblical truth” in “the written
summary statements of the . . . Westminster Standards” et al., but gives equal validity to a
different “oral confessional tradition of the black and other ethnic churches” (Art. V, Sec. 6),
though that “tradition” is not further identified nor explained.
4. CUTS is an institution designed to ( I ) teach through publications [Constitution, Art.
IV, Sec. I] and educational programs [Art. IV, Secs. 3-41, (2) develop and execute programs for
urban churches [Art. 111, Sec. 1 and Art. IV, Sec. 21, and (3) be a reconciling agent between the
church in minority and poor communities and the rest of the church [Art. 111, Sec. 21. All of this
is to be engaged in jointly [Art. 11, Sec. 13.

D. There is a need among minorities, poor, and the inadequately taught people in urban
Philadelphia for a ministry that will proclaim effectively the whole counsel of God (which we

FORTY-EIGHTH
GENERAL
ASSEMBLY

33

believe to be summarized more biblically in the Westminster Standards than in any other
statement) and for a means of furthering the theological training of those who have gifts for the
ministry of the Word in such a setting and who desire training in the faith held by the Orthodox
Presbyterian Church .

E. CUTS has expanded its program from its original theological concept, identified by its
name, to include instruction in liberal arts, looking forward ultimately to the granting of
bachelor degrees.
F. Although CUTS was presented to OPC General Assemblies prior to the 47th Assembly
as an OPC-directed venture, the CUTS- Constitution as presented to the 47th Assembly provided (a) that CUTS would be governed and directed by a Sponsoring Association which would
include non-Reformed churches in its membership and (b) that CUTSs’ doctrinal statement
would not be the historical Reformed confessions, nor the Standards of our Church.
G. The CUTS Constitution was amended after the OPC 47th Assembly as follows:

“.

Art. V, Sec. 6:
. . statements of the classical Reformed creeds, i.e., the Westminster
Standards, the Heidelberg Catechism, the Belgic Confession, and the Canons of Dordt.
These oral and written . . .” (italics indicates addition).
Art. VI, Sec. 1, Para. A: “This petition [to become a member in the Sponsoring
Association] shall acknowledge subscription to the entirety of what is affirmed in Article V of this Constitution and a willingness. . . .” (italics indicates addition).
H. The CUTS Constitution contains no provision to guarantee or require that CUTS and
its activities and functions be consonant with the Standards of our Church.
11. Analysis
A. If the CHMCE believes that its ministry, which is basically evangelistic, in urban
Philadelphia can be done best only by those who identify with the urban populace by virtue of
ethnic or cultural commonalties, but who presently lack qualifications that could be acquired
through training, the Committee would be warranted in encouraging the development of an
organization that would accomplish the desired objectives apart from the Committee.
B. A ministry apart from that of the Committee would be desirable because it would (1)
enable the Committee to concentrate on its evangelistic responsibilities, (2) avoid the necessity
of having educational specialists included in the membership of the Committee in order to
conduct education work, and (3) avoid the inevitable increase in funding needs for the educational work from consuming more and more of the funds available from the church for direct
missionary work.
C. In this day of proliferation of para-church organizations, i.e. organizations that operate
by the authority only of the individuals who compose them and over which no church has
control-CUTS is to be commended for seeing the weakness of such organizations and for
wanting CUTS to be clearly under the organized church. However, the present constitutional
structure of CUTS poses a Dilemma:
1. On the one hand, it is the very fact that CUTS is designed as a inter-church body that
membership in it compromises the witness of the CHMCE (and the OPC) to the whole truth of
Scripture: the CUTS Constitutional statement of faith (Art. V) provides for doctrinal diversity
within its membership and proposes that the membership be churches (or church agencies)
holding diverse doctrines (Art. VI, Sec. 1) and that they engage jointly in witness (Art. 111, Sec.
1). Ordinarily a church that is part of an inter-church organization can determine that its witness
shall be in accord with Scripture, but the CUTS Constitution specifically provides liberty for a
witness that the OPC officially and clearly in its Standards does not regard as biblical and cannot
prevent.

2. On the other hand, if CUTS were para-church, not inter-church, it would be inappropriate for the OPC, as a church, to be a member of it.
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D. Your committee does not take the position that our Church or its agencies may not
cooperate on anything with those who do not hold to the Reformed faith. We do hold, however,
that we cannot cooperate in teaching what is contrary to the Word of God. If there are those
who, under CUTS sponsorship, would teach what our Church believes is contrary to Scripture
we ought not to support that work. It was on the basis of this principle that the OPC withdrew
from membership in the International Council of Christian Churches in 1950.
E. The OPC involvement in CUTS represents a departure from the OPC’s past practices.
It is the first time that the OPC would abandon the Presbyterian and Reformed faith as a basis
for ecumenical church activities and functions.

F. As long as the OPC is a constituent member of CUTS (through the CHMCE) the fact
that Reformed people are free to teach Reformed doctrine (as others are free to teach nonReformed doctrine) does not free our Church from its corporate responsibility for the organization. This principle has been recognized and followed from the very beginning of the OPC when
we withdrew from the then Presbyterian Church in the USA, even though everyone was free to
preach Reformed doctrine. In the case of CUTS every member church or church agency is, in
fact, required to identify with the whole organization (not just our own teaching) so as to give it
“credibility” and “support” before the Church (Art. VI, Sec. 2, Para. B).
G. Although the proponents of OPC membership in the CUTS Sponsoring Association
claim that Art. IX, Para. 3, absolves the Church from corporate responsibility for teachings and
practices that are not in accord with our Church’s Standards, your committee cannot accept
that claim (the cited paragraph requires a pledge of each member of the “Ministry Team” that if
he engages in a teaching or practice that is not contained in the CUTS doctrinal statement [Art.
.V], and is in conflict with the teaching and practice of others in the organization, he will inform
his hearers that what he is saying or doing is not the position of CUTS). For three reasons your
committee holds that such a caveat does not absolve the Church of its corporate responsibility:
(1) By its membership in the Sponsoring Association and acceptance of the CUTS Constitution
the Church is thereby itself making provision for others to teach, within a structure (the CUTS
Constitution) that the Church approves, doctrine that the Church holds to be out of accord with
Scripture; the Church is thus responsible for providing for such teaching. (2) It appears to your
committee that with CUTS workers involved in publishing, teaching, and “developing and
executing programs” it would be a virtual impossibility to express all the necessary caveats in
such a variety of circumstances. And, (3) the premise on which the paragraph (Art. IX, Sec. 3)
is based is invalid namely, that individual doctrines may be taught separately from the whole
counsel of God, and broken away from CUTS responsibility, as though Scriptures were a series
of discrete doctrines having no relation to each other. Tt is the genius of the Reformed faith,
however, that each element of the faith is a part of, and has a bearing on, the whole system of
truth given us in Scripture. That latter position has been perhaps most clearly stated by J.
Gresham Machen: “The Bible, let it be noted, contains, in our view (which is also the view
expressed in the ordination pledge of ministers and elders in our Church), not merely this
doctrine or that, but a system of doctrine. A system differs from a mere agglomeration in the
inter-relation and mutual necessity of its parts. And so we cannot agree with those who isolate
one part of the system from the other parts as being alone necessary as a basis for Christian
work. . . .” (The Attack Upon Princeton Seminary-A Plea .for Fair Play, December 1927,
P* 8).
H. The amendment to Art. VI, Sec. 1 , Para. A of the CUTS Constitution (quoted in Part I,
G of this report) would require the OPC as a member of the CUTS Sponsoring Association to
subscribe to Art. V of the CUTS Constitution which contains elements, particularly with reference to the approval of non-Reformed “confessional traditions” in Secs. 6 and 7, that are not in
accord with the Standards of our Church.
I. There is no gainsaying the fact that there have been considerable benefits from the work
already done through CUTS, and that greater benefits can yet be expected in the fLture. In this
your committee rejoices. The question, however, that was given to this special committee to
answer is whether we are seeking these results in God’s way. We believe that the CHMCE has
diligently sought to do just that, but we must respectfully say that we do not believe that they
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have succeeded. We further believe that the General Assembly should not allow itself to be
swayed, by the good that has been accomplished, to approve a wrong means of accomplishing
that good. We believe that other means, as suggested below, are at hand to do this good thing in
a right way.
111. Conclusions

A. If the CHMCE wishes to participate in the theological training of urban people for
urban ministry there are several avenues that it might take which would not compromise the
OPC’s witness to the whole counsel of God. Among them are:
1. Provide a full training program itself, though your committee believes, as indicated
in Part 11, B of this report, that this is not desirable.

2. Provide a full theological training program in cooperation with other churches or
church agencies that holds standards that are in accord with those of the OPC, which program
would be in accord with those Standards.

3. Encourage and assist in the formation and support of another agency holding the
Reformed faith that would provide the desired theological training in accordance with the
Standards of the OPC.
4. Participate in the support of a person who is committed to Reformed standards, is a
member of a Reformed church, and who instructs in an agency such as CUTS.

B.Neither the CHMCE nor the OPC should participate, through funds contributed for
home missionary evangelism, in a liberal a r t s educational program, especially when there are
other institutions already in existence that can serve, and are serving, this purpose.
IV. Recommendations
That the Assembly
1. Inform the CHMCE that it judges that the Constitution of CUTS, seeking, as it does, to
provide a joint, common witness between or among Reformed and non-Reformed churches, is
inconsistent with the witness to which the OPC and its officers are committed.
Grounds
a. Whereas the commitment of the OPC is described very clearly in the Westminster
Confession of Faith and the Larger and Shorter Catechisms, the Constitution of CUTS is just as
clearly designed to allow within its ministry such contra-OPC doctrines as “believers’ baptism,” Arminianism, and dispensationalism, inter aliu, and to make the OPC co-responsible for
those teachings.
b. CUTS is an entity that represents the OPC through the Church’s CHMCE yet is
separate from it. This structure conflicts with the Form of Government of the OPC which
requires that “when an organization purports to represent . . . the OPC, it must . . . be subject to
the jurisdiction . . of the general assembly . . .” (Chap. XXX, Sec. 3).

.

2. That if the CHMCE is persuaded that theological training is required for its most
effective conduct of its missionary efforts in urban Philadelphia, it be instructed to seek an
alternative to CUTS, as presently structured, that will not obscure the witness of the OPC to the
whole counsel of the Scriptures as summarized in its Standards, and in seeking such an alternative to consider those indicated in Part Ill, A of this report.

Grounds:
a. Although an inter-church structure would be a valid, biblical means of conducting
theological training, the doctrinal conflicts built into the CUTS structure obscure or compromise the Reformed witness of the OPC and make it an invalid structure for the participation
of the OPC.
b. There are other structures of which the OPC could be a part and, however much
effort were necessary, it is required for the sake of the truth of the Word of God.
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3. That the CHMCE be instructed not to serve as asponsor of CUTS unless and untii
CUTS is structured so as to avoid, to the satisfaction of the General Assembly, the compromise
under the present structure of the witness of the OPC to the entire Word of God and the
subordinate Standards.
4. That if the CHMCE wishes a theological training program for its work in urban Philadelphia, it be instructed to submit a plan to the General Assembly for approval prior to implementing it.
Grounds:
The Committee should not continue in a cooperative effort that the General Assembly
judges to be supportive of teaching that is contrary to the Word of God.
Grounds:
Such prior approval will avoid the possibility of meeting with General Assembly disapproval after a commitment is made.
5 . That the CHMCE be instructed to urge CUTS that if CUTS conducts, or acts as a
facilitator for, liberal arts training, it should keep separate the financial support it receives for
the theological training from the financial support it receives for liberal arts training, and it
should change its name to indicate that it includes training other than theological training.
Grounds:
a. Funds should not be used for the support of liberal arts training that were given to
the CHMCE for direct home missions evangelism or theological training.
b. A change of name would eliminate misunderstanding as to the function of CUTS if
its function is intended to go beyond theological training.
Note: Mr. Schwab has requested the following “The Background Analysis For Use By The
Special Committee on CUTS” (which was reviewed by this Committee) be attached to
this Report as an Appendix.
John P. Galbraith, Chairman
Arthur J. Schwab

REPORT OF THE MINORITY OF THE COMMITTEE
ON OPC INVOLVEMENT IN C.U.T.S.
Fathers and Brethren,
We can be grateful that the committee report helps us to focus on the major questions
relating to CUTS. At the same time, the minority report takes sharp issue with the viewpoint of
the committee report and its recommendations. Our present involvement in CUTS does not
involve us in compromise. On the contrary, it is an act of obedience to Scripture and an act of
faithfulness to our FOG. Our present involvement in CUTS should move us to praise God for
what he is doing through this ministry. I recommend, therefore, that the 48th General Assembly
acknowledge the appropriateness of the action of the Committee on Home Missions and Church
Extension in adopting the constitution of CUTS.
Our present involvement in CUTS is permitted by Scripture and our secondary standards.
If that were demonstrated, it would be sufficient grounds to support the minority recommendation. The case, however, is much stronger. The erection of CUTS is an act of obedience to
Scripture and our secondary standards. Conversely, adoption of the majority report could
involve our church in disobedience to Scripture and our FOG.
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1. Scriptural Grounds

It is noteworthy that the committee report makes no reference to a passage of Scripture.
Indeed, what Scripture could be cited to support its position? Obedience to Scripture demands
the kind of relationship we have in CUTS.
In Ephesians 4,Paul is addressing the unity of the Church and the maturity that is achieved
in mutual ministry of the whole body. The church progresses beyond infancy when its members
are “speaking the truth in love, (then) we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head,
that is, Christ. From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work” (Ephesians 4:15, 16). In
CUTS, two parts of the body of Christ are brought together in mutual ministry. The results,
according to Paul, should be the maturing of both parts of the body.
Much of I Corinthians could be cited. A key question, “Is Christ divided?” in 1: 13 sets the
tone for Paul’s argument. This rhetorical question cuts through our easy acceptance of the
division in our world filled with denominations and independent churches. Pursuing unity in
fellowship and ministry is not an option but a demand of the Word of God.
The committee report has failed to address the history of how CUTS has come into existence. It exists as an answer to a call from urban pastors and churches who said, “Come over
and help us; come over and work with us.” To say ”No” to this call is like one part of the body
saying to another, “I don’t need you.” (See I Corinthians 12:21-26.)Or to be more exact, the
response of the committee report’s rejection of the CUTS constitution is saying in effect, “We
are willing to share our gifts on our terms as long as we are not called upon to acknowledge that
we need your gifts.” The CUTS constitution is a rejection of that kind of implicit paternalism. It
gives structure to an ongoing experience of mutual learning, mutual ministry, mutual submission to the Word of God that continues to enrich and strengthen both white and black participants. The committee report is addressed to the CHMCE. It is really addressed to the urban
churches who have asked our help and it says to them, “No, I don’t need you.”
This report could easily develop this argument from a flood of Scriptural passages. But the
above are sufficient to make the point.
The force of this Scriptural argument could be blunted only if it could be demonstrated that
our urban partners in CUTS are not true churches. Our own FOG says quite simply:
“The universal church visible consists of all those persons, in every nation, together
with their children, who make profession of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and promise
submission to his commandments.” (II,2)
If these churches are recognized as part of the body of Christ, then we have an obligation not
only to minister to them but to benefit from the gifts they bring to us.
To deny that the urban churches are true churches would seem to be an exceedingly narrow
and even sectarian position. Indeed, the committee report does not even suggest this idea. Still,
some might argue that on a strict application of the traditional marks of the church, the urban
churches are not true churches. For example, it might be argued Baptist churches do not
maintain the sacraments in their fundamental integrety because they do not baptize covenant
children. Could any of us argue that Charles H. Spurgeon was not a minister of a true church?
Much preferable to this untenable stance is the simplicity of the FOG statement cited above
which reflects a Scriptural emphasis. In I John 4:l-3,we are given the basis for “testing the
spirits” as “every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God.”
The church in Corinth was troubled by weakness in preaching the Word of God, improper
administration of the sacraments, and failure to exercise discipline. Still Paul addressed them as
the Church of God.
In this divided world it is impractical to pursue unity in every direction simultaneously.
But, in God’s providence, these churches have invited us to a partnership in ministry which is
already bearing fruit in mutual edification, love and fellowship in Christ.

38

FORTY-EIGHTH
GENERAL
ASSEMBLY

2. Grounds In Our Secondary Standards
It is significant that the committee has not provided us with any relevant data from the FOG
to support its position. It does seek support from XXX, 3. That section is not relevant because it
addresses organizations outside the church structure. CUTS is a joint ministry of churches.
The committee report misinterprets FOG on our relations with other churches or agencies.
The thrust of FOG is not that a group or church must be fully committed to our standards before
we can work with them, but that we must have freedom to minister in accordance with those
standards.
The authors of the committee report emphasize the purity of the church in a way that ends
up denying the unity and catholicity of the church. FOG IV, 4, provides a clear basis for the
present structure of CUTS.
“The visible unity of the Body of Christ, though not altogether destroyed, is greatly
obscured by the division of the Christian church into different groups or denominations.
In such denominations Christians exercise a fellowship toward each other in doctrine,
worship, and order that they do not exercise toward other Christians. The purest
churches under heaven are subject both in mixture and error, and some have gravely
departed from apostolic purity; yet all of these which maintain through a sufficient
discipline the Word and sacraments in their fundamental integrity are to be recognized
as true manifestations of the church of Jesus Christ. All such churches should seek a
closer fellowship, in accordance with the principles set forth above.”
Also relevant is Chapter XXVIII, “Ministers Laboring Outside the Church.” This chapter
was probably written strictly to address the question of an individual laboring outside our
normal structures. Still the last sentence of Section 1 is supportive of what CUTS is seeking to
accomplish.
“Such labor may, in certain cases, be that of a pastor or of a teacher, presenting the
OPC with the opportunity of providing other churches with a ministry which otherwise
they might not enjoy.”
3 . The CUTS Constitution
The committee report seems to misunderstand the nature of the CUTS constitution in a
way that colors much of its thinking. The constitution should be viewed not as a finished
product like a confession of faith. It is more like a preamble to union, explaining why and how
these churches should come together for a specific ministry.
“Section Seven. We acknowledge that we have too long been divided by cultural and
racial walls of partition, thereby failing to minister to one another in Christ. Therefore,
we wish to bring together these two confessional traditions on the foundation of the
Scriptures and the finished work of Christ, in a common, on-going process of relating
God’s Word confessionally to the present issues and needs facing the urban church. We
willingly submit to one another, in the Lord, always teaching, reproving, correcting and
encouraging one another as we seek together to develop ways of bringing to fulfillment
the whole counsel of God in our life and ministry. For this reason, we desire to launch
our work with the confession of these Biblical truths that a relationship of respect and
support must be sustained in order to break down the walls of partition that divide
Christ’s church.’’
It is alleged that our involvement in CUTS involves us in compromise, cooperation in
teaching contrary to the Word of God. An understanding of Article TX, 3 is crucial at this point.
‘‘I also confess and agree to the entirety of what is affirmed in Article V of this Constitution and do promise always to test all I believe and practice by the rule of the Word of
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God. Furthermore, in areas where the teaching or practice advocated by members of the
Board of Trustees or Ministry Team conflict (excluding Article V of this Constitution), I
will refrain from identifying the Center for Urban Theological Studies with that teaching
or practice and I will seek with my brethen the illumination of the Spirit in the Work,
working toward agreement based on the Word of God.”
This paragraph was carefully formulated to provide for this concern. The objections of the
committee at this point (II,6 in their report) are unconvincing.
Argument (1) on this section is no argument but a statement of what the report attempts to
prove. Argument (2) ventures the opinion that this section is “impossible,” that it can’t work.
But this is mere conjecture that fails to grapple with repeated testimony that it is working. With
regard to argument (3) none of us could fail to appreciate the quote from Machen concerning a
wholistic approach to truth. Still this does not vitiate our mandate from Scripture to seek
common ministry to the degree that is possible. Machen himself recognized these larger issues.
Paul Woolley describes Machen’s relationship with Fundamentalists in the 1920s and 1930s:
“Because they accepted the authority of the Bible, Machen cooperated with these
dispensationalists.” (The Significance of J . Greshum Machen Toduy, p. 45)
At this point, it may be relevant to address an internal inconsistency within the committee
report. On the one hand, we are told that involvement in CUTS compromises our witness and it
is at least implied that such involvement would compromise the ordination vows of the members
of CHMCE. On the other hand, we are told in Section 111, 4, that an acceptable alternative
would be to support an individual who is an instructor in CUTS. In other words, the committee
members must not violate their ordination vows, but they can support an individual who is
violating his.
The committee report takes no account of testimony it heard and other testimony it could
easily have obtained from urban pastors who have been growing in their appreciation for and
practice of the Reformed faith. The committees report paints a picture of our involvement in a
hodgepodge of teaching. The CHMCE does not merely “hope” that the Reformed faith will be
advanced; they, as a committee, are convinced that it is being advanced.
4 . Other Shortcomings of the Report

a) I s it objective?
This report questions the fairness of the statement: “because of the urgency of the need
was felt so deeply by the committee, it was proper that a special committee not as emotionally
involved should examine the facts.” Previous allusions in the preamble of the report paint a
picture of the Home Missions Committee as sincere men whose zeal to respond to a need
blinded them to certain principles. The special committee is pictured as possessing greater
objectivity.
The committee reports could be a good object lesson in Van Tilian presuppositionalism.
One of the authors of the majority report was the most outspoken critic of CUTS at the last
Assembly. The other author had serious reservations about CUTS’ constitution at the point of
his election. He still has those same reservations. The author of the minority report can lay no
claim to greater objectivity. He was for CUTS and has grown more enthusiastic the more facts
he discovers.
b) Are the facts straight?
Under “Basic Facts,” A, 2, reference is made to the ordination vows of members of the
Committee on Home Missions and Church Extension. The committee report comes down on
one side of a long-standing controversy in our church by stating that we are committed to the
standards, not the system of doctrine. That can hardly be a common assumption. Still more
importantly is the omission of the word “containing.”
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“Do you sincerely receive and adopt the Confession of Faith and Catechisms of this
Church, as containing the system of doctrine taught in the Holy Scriptures?” (XXIII,
8 (2))
This correction may be a small matter, but since the committee report seems to imply that we
can learn nothing from urban churches, the subtle change may be significant.
In A3, it is implied that the Committee on Home Missions and Church Extension is at
least indirectly proclaiming false teaching. What is lost here as elsewhere in the report is the
aggressive exhorting and rebuking under Scripture that is an important part of the dynamic of
CUTS.
In C2, the impression is left that the Westminster Confession of Faith is removed from
the picture. At least half the board members must be able to subscribe to the confession.
In C3, by quoting this article in a reverse order and with some omissions, a faulty
emphasis is expressed. What is treasured is the grasp of Biblical truth in both traditions. It does
not say that everything in the oral confessional tradition is equally valid. What is valid is Biblical
truth.
Section E would be more precise if it said that CUTS acts as a facilitator for a liberal arts
program. CUTS does not offer a BA degree, Geneva College does.
Section F is accurate as far as it goes. It might be read to imply an attempt by the
CHMCE to obscure a hidden purpose. The change was brought about by an evolving relationship. The CHMCE came to see that it must reject paternalism and build a structure of
partnership.
Section H is very misleading. It is recognized in the constitution that half of the board
members must be committed to the historic Reformed confessions. Furthermore, everything
done by CUTS must be done under the authority of Scripture. Do we not believe that growing
faithfulness to Scripture will make all parties more Reformed? CUTS is founded on the central
Reformation dynamic, sola scriptura, sola gratia, sola f i d e .
The committee, under basic facts, has made no reference to the gifts of others, from
which we can grow and mature. That omissions is significant and explains why their report
favors other alternatives to the present structure of shared ministry.
c) Problems with the Analysis
Section B

Under part (2), no one has suggested, implied or required that educational specialists
be members of the committee. It is hard to see, however, that their presence would be a
negative factor in the work of CHMCE. In point of fact, the place where educational experts are
needed and placed is on the Board of CUTS. The place of the CHMCE is to see that the ministry
does call the churches, including the OPC, to evangelize the city. In point (3) it is stated that we
are launched on a course of “inevitable” increase of funding needs for education work.” The
inevitability is not clear to this author. The funding for the liberal arts aspect of CUTS is through
tuition to Geneva College with reimbursement to CUTS. It will be argued later that were we to
follow the alternatives suggested by the committee, we would likely bring far greater expense to
our church.
Section C

Nowhere in the report is it acknowledged that the urban churches we work with have
a strong appreciation of the sovereignty of God. In fact, we might learn a great deal from them
about the practical implications of this doctrine in day to day living. We share with them a
strong commitment to the authority of Scripture. The impression is given that a multitude of
heterodox teachings will embarrass and compromise us. While it is clear the urban churches are
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not totally united with the OPC in doctrinal commitment, it is not true they are without sensitivity to and appreciation for our position. Why did they ask us for help?
Section D
‘
It is argued that the OPC withdrawal from the ICCC in 1950 was because of cooperation with non-Reformed elements. A review of the records of G. A. and interviews with those
involved indicate that many issues were involved. It is true that some advocated withdrawal
because of the principle stated in the committee report. It is also true that perhaps the major
factor was the rejection of the leadership of the president of the ICCC who was creedally
committed to the Westminster Standards!
Section E
Section E alleges that involvement in CUTS is a “departure” from the past and an
“abandonment” of the Reformed faith as a basis for ecumenical church activities and functions.
Perhaps the following points are in order:
1. Someone wrote a book The Seven Last Words of the Church . . . We never did it
this way before. We must stand on basic Scripture as our unchanging rock, but the church that is
unwilling to change by applying Scripture to changing situations and new opportunities is
writing its epitaph.
2. I grew up in an urban church. That church moved to the suburbs. Other OP urban
churches moved or died. It is heartening to see a more aggressive approach to the city today.
Perhaps if we could have had CUTS years ago our urban witness would be stronger than it is
today.
3. As cited above, this is not our first venture on a broader ecumenical base. Furthermore, many broader ventures have been followed on a local level. Probably few of our
churches have not profitted from participation in an evangelical ministers fellowship or other
associations for common ministry. What is the difference in principle between these local
commitments and the CUTS relationship?
4. Commitment to the Reformed faith includes a clear commitment to the holy
catholic church. We would abandon the Reformed faith in its statements on the unity and
catholicity of the church if we adopt the committee report. ,
5 . The Reformed faith is not abandoned in CUTS. It is specifically invited in and
given a clear voice.

Section‘ F

The withdrawal of the OPC from the then Presbyterian Church of the USA is hardly a
parallel situation. We did not withdraw because there were non-Reformed elements in the
church. We withdrew because of liberals who had control who defrocked Machen and others.
Isn’t it unfair and irrelevant to attempt to draw the kind of parallel the committee report does?
One further omission in the committee report is its failure to take account of the
testimony of our own urban pastors. To m$knowledge, the majority made no attempt to survey
these people. This is a notable lack especially since some have expressed reservations about the
use of home mission funds in ways that are not directly involved in planting Reformed churches.
These urban pastors bear eloquent testimony to the many ways CUTS has helped the ministry
of OP churches. One pastor, whose consistory is seeking admission to the OPC, stated that one
of the main reasons for seeking to join the OPC was the clear concern we have for urban
ministry evidenced by our sponsorship of CUTS.
Section H
In Section H, the mistakes made in Part I, 6,.of the committee report are comDounded. Because that section is auoted in a confusing wav. the main Doint is missed. We
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endorse, not everything in the oral confessions, but the grasp of Biblical truth in those
confessions.
This report does not find the alternatives, suggested under I11 Conclusions, to be
acceptable. The first three alternatives would represent a withdrawal of commitment and put
further strains on the trust established between us and the urban churches. Further, these
proposals deny any aspect of partnership in ministry. This withdrawal would be a retreat from a
relationship that is healthy, strong and prospering. The report expresses concern about mounting expenses. These alternatives would probably involve us in greater expense because the
urban churches are excluded from the consequent responsibility for support.
The fourth alternative would share the above disadvantages and involve us in the
tension mentioned above. What principle could make it acceptable to support one of our
ministers to teach in CUTS but make it an unacceptable compromise for our CHMCE?
In IVY2, a,-the grounds for the second committee recommendation-it is stated
that the Reformed faith will be obscured or compromised by our participation in CUTS. The
very opposite is happening. It is alive, well and shining like a beacon in an arena that might
otherwise be closed to our ministry. Our involvement says we really mean it when we confess,
“I believe in the holy Catholic Church.” If we adopt the committee report, we should in
honesty edit the creed to say, “I believe in the holy Reformed Church.”
Recommendation 5 has little to commend it. It urges CUTS to do what it already is
doing, keeping the accounts separate for the Geneva program and its own theological training. A
change in name is hardly warranted since the only B.A. program offered is entitled “Biblical
Studies. ’’
CUTS is such a good thing that it will continue. It is my conviction that others will
take up the ball if we drop it. If the committee report is adopted, we will be the losers, not
CUTS. If the committee report is adopted, it cannot but be interpreted as a sharp rebuff by
those who have asked for our help. We entered into this ministry to help. We may be receiving
more than we have given. The OPC needs CUTS perhaps more than CUTS needs the OPC.
Respectfully submitted,
Bernard J. Stonehouse

Mr. Hoogerhyde, Treasurer of the Committee on Home Missions and Church Extension,
presented its Supplementary Report (pp. 66-68).
Messrs. Haney and Krispin addressed the Assembly on the background of CUTS.
The Assembly recessed at 12:18 p.m. following prayer led by Mr. Newsom.

SATURDAY AFTERNOON, MAY 30
The Assembly reconvened at 1:15 p.m. with the singing of the hymn, “Jesus, with thy
church abide.” Mr. L. W. Schmurr led in prayer.
On motion, for the benefit of Geneva College, the afternoon recess was amended to 5:OO
p.m. and the evening time of reconvening to 6:30 p.m.
Mr. Galbraith introduced to the Assembly the Rev. Carl W. Bogue, Th.D., a fraternal
delegate of the Presbyterian Church in America.
Messrs. Krispin and Petty addressed the Assembly on the background and structure of
CUTS.
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On motion the Rev. Messrs. Willie Richardson and Eric F. Ricks, members of the Advisory
Board of CUTS, were granted the privilege of the floor during consideration of this matter.
Messrs. Richardson and Ricks addressed the Assembly.
Mr. Larson presented the report of Advisory Committee #3.

REPORT OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE #3
1. Regarding the Report of the Committee on OPC involvement in CUTS
Advisory Committee #3 met with Messrs. Galbraith and Schwab, the signers of the report
of the majority, and with Mr. Stonehouse, the signer of the report of the minority. Advisory
Committee #3 also met with members of the Committee on Home Missions and Church Extension, the General Secretary, Mr. Haney, the Director of CUTS, Mr. Krispin, and two members
of the CUTS Advisory Board, the Rev. Messrs. Willie Richardson and Eric Ricks.
Advisory Committee #3 acknowledges that the issues related to CUTS are difficult and
complex.On the one hand, the work of CUTS is commendable. The results of the ministry thus
far are exciting and refreshing in relation to many of the failures of the Reformed church in the
urban communities. On the other hand, the official involvement of the OPC with non-Reformed
churches-which is a significant new direction for the church-raises real dangers of compromise and identification with non-Biblical teachings.
Your Advisory Committee is satisfied, on the basis of the information presented to it, that
the present ministry of CUTS is theologically sound. The Committee isolated the problems
related to OPC involvement in CUTS to two major areas. The first area is that concerning
compromise by subscribing to the CUTS Constitution as presently set forth. The other area
concerns the problem of ensuring that the teaching ministry of CUTS will continue to be
Biblical.
Advisory Committee #3 believes that subscription to the Constitution of CUTS, as required in Article Vl, Section one, paragraph A, does not compromise the standards of the OPC.
The CUTS Constitution emphasizes that the Scriptures are the Word of God and the only
infallible authority (Article V, Section four). Article V, to which subscription is required, is an
expression of that Biblical truth. The CUTS Constitution in no way contradicts our Reformed
Standards or the Scriptures themselves.
With respect to the second area, we are satisfied that the safeguards contained in the
Constitution of CUTS are reasonably sufficient to ensure that the OPC will not be identified
with non-Biblical teaching in the future. There are three steps to these safeguards.
The first step is that the Board of Trustees is the body which sets the policies in accordance
with the Constitution. Since the Board will always be composed of at least 5wo members from
the Reformed confessional churches, we believe that none of the policies will contradict Reformed distinctives.
The second safeguard is that the Sponsoring Association may be augmented only by a 35
majority vote of the members present at duly called meetings of the Board of Trustees and the
Sponsoring Association. Again, the respective boards will always have an equal voting representation of the urban and the Reformed churches, thus giving the Reformed churches veto
power over any applicant.
The third safeguard is the withdrawal procedures provided for in Article VI, Section four.
If, at any time, the OPC should find the teachings or practice of CUTS in contradiction to its
Standards, it can unilaterally withdraw from all association with CUTS.
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We must recognize that no words on paper can absolutely ensure the perseverance of any
organization in the true Reformed faith. Your committee considers these three safeguards as
adequate to permit our involvement in CUTS.
We recommend that the 48th General Assembly acknowledge the appropriateness of the
action of the Committee on Home Missions and Church Extension in adopting the Constitution
of CUTS.
11. Regarding the Report of the Committee on Home Missions and Church Extension
The Advisory Committee adopted the following: “The Report of the Committee on Home
Missions and Church Extension has been reviewed; and several members of the Committee, as
well as the General Secretary, have answered questions about the work being done. Advisory
Committee #3 has satisfied itself that the various programs of the Committee on Home Missions and Church Extension are being administered with decency and in good order. We praise
the Committee on Home Missions and Church Extension and the General Secretary for their
labors last year in proclaiming Christ and his redeeming work to the nation.”
It was moved to adopt recommendation 1 in Section IV of the report of the Committee on
OPC Involvement in CUTS.
It was moved to amend the pending question by substituting the recommendation in Section I of the report of Advisory Committee #3.
On motion Mr. Schwab was granted additional time to.complete his remarks.
The Assembly recessed at 3:24 p.m. and reconvened at 3:44 p.m.
On motion the substitute for the pending question was amended to read: “that the 48th
General Assembly acknowledge the appropriateness of the action of the Committee on Home
Missions and Church Extension in maintaining membership in the Sponsoring Association of
CUTS as a church agency which subscribes to Article V of the Constitution, and assumes
responsibility for membership in the Association.”
The Assembly recessed at 5:02 p.m. following prayer led by Mr. Gibbons.
MONDAY MORNING, JUNE 1
Following a devotional service led by Mr. Uomoto, the Assembly reconvened at 8:Ol a.m.
Dr . Elder led in prayer.
The minutes of the sessions of Saturday, May 30, were approved as presented.
Mr. Galbraith introduced to the Assembly the Rev. Timothy H. Stigers, fraternal delegate
of the Reformed Presbyterian Church, Evangelical Synod, and Ruling Elder William H. F.
Kuykendall, Ph.D., fraternal delegate of the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church. On
separate motions Messrs. Stigers, Kuykendall, and Bogue were seated as corresponding
members.
Discussion of the report on the Committee on OPC Involvement in CUTS continued.
On separate motions Messrs. Krispin and Sibley were granted up to five additional minutes
to complete their remarks.
The amended substitute became the main motion and was carried.
The Moderator ruled that the previous action rendered actions on recommendations 2-4
unnecessary. The motion to adopt recommendation 5 was lost.
Mr. Hoogerhyde, Treasurer of the Committee on Home Missions and Church Extension,
presented its report. On motion the report was ordered included in the Minutes without being
read aloud.
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON HOME MISSIONS
AND CHURCH EXTENSION

I

Many years ago the Psalmist exclaimed “The Lord reigns, let the earth be glad; let the
distant shores rejoice” (Psalm 97: 1). In focusing our attention on the sovereignty of God, the
Psalmist sees the manifestation of the divine royalty as a cause for universal joy. It is this joy
that should characterize our mission endeavors as we engage in the great task of proclaiming
Christ to the nation-and to the world. God’s sovereignty provides us with the foundation for
and context in which we carry on our labors.

’

The Committee on Home Missions is mandated by the General Assembly to give leadership
throughout the denomination in the great task of proclaiming the good news of salvation to all in
our nation. Our glorious task is to be carried out in the midst of a moral breakdown throughout
our society and where there remains little realization that the kingdom is coming with the King
soon appearing.
To communicate the Gospel to a society that has become only superficially Christian, at
best, is a difficult assignment. But the challenge is ours and we rejoice that the Lord has given
blessing upon our feeble efforts. Again in 1980 the Lord brought unto himself his elect as a result
of the faithful labors of our missionaries at home as well as abroad.
Throughout another year the Committee sought to give leadership in offering assistance to
all congregations in our denomination in meeting their responsibility to proclaim the Gospel to
unbelievers in their respective communities. Efforts are being ,made to quicken our concern for
the lost and provide training to the churches in reaching them for Christ. The denominational
evangelist, the Rev. John Fikkert, has been particularly active in this area.
,

THE COMMITTEE
The Committee consists of the following members: Class of 1983, ministers, Robert W.
Eckardt, Dennis J. Prutow, Wendell L. Rockey, Jr.; ruling elders, Richard L. Hake, Theodore
J. Pappas; Class of 1982, ministers, Lewis A. Ruff, Jr., Donald F. Stanton, Samuel vanHoute;
ruling elders, Garret A. Hoogerhyde, Paul S. Patterson; Class of 1981, ministers, Larry D.
Conard, James C. Petty, Jr., Thomas E. Tyson; ruling elders, Robert L. Ayres, William H.
Kiester.
Officers of the Committee:
President, Thomas E. Tyson
Vice President, Theodore J. Pappas
Secretary, Robert W. Eckardt
Treasurer, Garret A. Hoogerhyde
Subcommittees:
Advisory: Messrs. Tyson, Hake and Hoogerhyde
Finance: Messrs. Hoogerhyde, Pappas and Eckardt
CUTS: Messrs. Tyson and Petty
Office Personnel:
General Secretary, George E. Haney
Office Secretary (part time), Dorothy Surman (January-July), Lois Hansen (July to
present)
Sr. Bookkeeper, Mabel E. Sager
The Committee held three regular meetings during the year (March, June, December). The
March meeting was held in part on the campus of Westminster Theological Seminary with
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seminarians participating in the summer internship program joining the Committee for supper
and fellowship. The June meeting was held for the first time via telephone conference call with
the December meeting held at the administration ofice building in Philadelphia.
FIELDS
During the year the Committee granted financial aid to the following fields (listed by
presbyteries):
Dakotas- Aurora, Colorado (Sidney W. Vancamp); Amarillo, Texas (John Hilbelink);
Albuquerque, New Mexico (Christopher Wisdom)
Mid-Atlantic-Matthews, North Carolina (Douglas Felch)
Midwest-Gresham/Zoar, Wisconsin (Gordon Peterson); Janesville, Wisconsin (Eugene
Grille)
New York and New England-Cape Cod, Massachusetts (Wendell L. Rockey, Jr.); Burlington, Vermont (Raymond Commeret); Rockport, Maine (Charles Ellis)
Northern California-Novato, California (Richard C. Miller); Yuba City, California (William Fredericks)
Northwest-Bothell, Washington (Patrick Morison); Billings, Montana (Allen Moran, Albert G. Edwards, 111); Grants Pass, Oregon (Jay Milojevich)
Ohio-Dayton, Ohio (Lawrence Eyres); Columbus, Ohio (Robert Y. Eckardt)
Philadelphia-South Philadelphia, Pennsylvania (Wilson Cummings)
South-Ocala, Florida (Jerry Quarles); Tallahassee, Florida (Calvin K. Cummings);
Hialeah, Florida (Jose Vera)
Southern California-Oxnard, California (Stephen Doe)
It has been difficult for the Committee to secure complete and accurate attendance figures
from all the fields. On the basis of reports submitted, communicant membership in aid-receiving
churches in 1980 increased by 8.4% over the previous year, with non-communicant membership
showing an increase of 1 1 .O%. Average attendance at morning worship services increased by
3.0%; evening service decreased by 1.4%. Sunday school attendance increased by 3.4%. A
breakdown by fields is appended to this report (Appendix A).
Each month the Committee requires statistical and financial reports from the fields receiving aid. The Committee seeks the cooperation of the Missions Committees of presbyteries in
evaluating these reports and giving counsel when the reports are not encouraging.
At the present time all requests for financial aid are being acted upon on a yearly basis only.
Each presbytery has been urged to set priorities within its bounds for works to be supported by
the Committee. Requests for aid from the Committee should be recommended by presbytery. If
aid is granted for additional years, a decrease in aid should be anticipated.
By the end of the year three fields receiving support determined not to seek further aid in
1981. Grace OPC, Aurora, Colorado received support from the Committee since January, 1977.
The total amount of aid granted was $2,760; during this same period of time the church contributed $929 to Worldwide Outreach. Redeemer OPC, Dayton, Ohio received support from the
Committee since January, 1974. The amount of aid granted was $17,340; during this same period
of time the church contributed $7,797 to Worldwide Outreach. Calvary OPC, Tallahassee,
Florida received support from the Committee from January, 1975 through June, 1980. The
amount of aid granted was $8,260; during this same period of time the church contributed $7,574
to Worldwide Outreach.
DENOMINATIONAL EVANGELIST
The Rev. John Fikkert continued his aggressive ministry as denominational evangelist
throughout the year. He continues to live in Kalamazoo, Michigan and is centrally located in
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order to serve the entire denomination as well as fields receiving financial aid from the
Committee.
The purpose of the ministry of the denominational evangelist is to encourage and assist the
pastor, session and congregation of the local church in their attempt to achieve spiritual and
numerical growth and to launch out aggressively in seeking to reach the lost with the Gospel.
In order to accomplish this purpose the Committee has set forth guidelines previously
shared with the General Assembly (see Minutes, 47th General Assembly, pp. 62-63).
MISSIONS PERSONNEL
In keeping with previously announced goals, the Committee has sought to work closely
with the eleven presbyteries in an attempt to be more effective in reaching people everywhere
with the Gospel of God’s redeeming grace. This has resulted in the Committee providing
financial support for two missionaries-at-large, a missions staff worker, and a regional home
missionary.
The Rev. Larry D. Conard served as missionary-at-large (MAL) for the Presbytery of
Southern California through July, with limited aid from the Committee. The Rev. Glenn T.
Black continued to serve as MAL for the Presbytery of the Dakotas. Mr. Richard Hake, a ruling
elder at Covenant OPC, Burtonsville, Maryland, served as missions staff worker for the Presbytery of the Mid-Atlantic on a part-time basis. In February the Committee began aid to the
Presbytery of the Midwest for the support of a regional home missionary, Mr. William Vermeulen. He serves as a ruling elder at Griggs St. OPC, Grand Rapids, Michigan. In July the
Committee began aid to the Presbytery of Philadelphia for the support of a missionary-at-large,
the Rev. Bernard J. Stonehouse.
The following guidelines have been adopted by the Committee for financial aid to presbyteries for engaging missionaries-at-large:
1. The Committee on Home Missions and Church Extension will contribute support up to
one-half of the total salary and benefits package for the missionaries-at-large.

2. Before receiving any support, the Presbytery will submit its proposed missionary-atlarge program to the Committee on Home Missions and Church Extension containing guidelines
and provisions for oversight and evaluation.
3. The Missions Committee of Presbytery will submit a quarterly evaluation report of the
missionary-at-large program including such things as accomplishments, problems, and future
goals, to the Committee on Home Missions and Church Extension.
4. The Presbytery shall make every effort to request a reduction in support annually.

CENTER FOR URBAN THEOLOGICAL STUDIES
(CUTS)
At the time of the writing of this report it was determined to prepare a Supplementary
Report from the Committee on the Center for Urban Theological Studies.
SUMMER INTERNS

In the summer of 1980 the Committee provided $8,010 for partial or full support of a
seminarian or other person for summer work in the following chapels or churches:
Christ, Albuquerque, NM-Christopher Wisdom
Cerritos Valley, Artesia, CA-Mark House

I
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Encinitas, CA-Lyman Smith
Grace, Fall River, MA-Mike Howard
Pilgrim Chapel, Gladstone, MI-Tom Church
Sharon, Hialeah, FL-Kent Smith
New Life, Jenkintown, PA-Karl Cooper
First, Portland, OR-Glen Ker
Grace, Sewickley, PA-Doug Clawson
Emmanuel Chapel, S. Philadelphia, PA-Mark Harrington

ONE YEAR INTERNS
The Committee continues to grant financial aid to churches to assist them in offering an
internship to seminarians seeking this opportunity of developing their gifts for ministry. Since
the program was begun in 1972 the Committee has provided financial aid for nineteen interns.
During 1980 the following churches received assistance: Grace, Augusta, Maine (John Mallin);
New Life, Jenkintown, Pennsylvania (John Julien); Falls, Menomonee Falls, .Wisconsin (Robert
Borger); Calvary Community, Phillipsburg, New Jersey (Jack Kinneer); Bayview, Chula Vista,
California (Mark Maliepaard); Westminster, Hamden, Connecticut (Stephen Neumeister).
It is encouraging to note that other churches have engaged interns without seeking financial
assistance from the Committee. The Committee encourages more churches to consider this
program as a means of assisting in the preparation of men for ministry, particularly in church
planting.
SAVE PROGRAM
The response to the 1980 SAVE program (Serving as Volunteer Evangelists) was again
disappointing. Three teams of three young people each served in Fall River, Massachusetts,
Santee, California, and West Collingswood, New Jersey. One team of two young people served
in Scranton, North Dakota.
SALARY SCALE AS APPLIED TO CHURCHES ON THE SCHEDULE
OF AID AND COMMITTEE-SUPPORTED MISSIONARIES
The Salary Scale for Home Missionaries employed by the Committee on Home Missions
and Church Extension, effective January 1, 1981, as adopted by the Committee, provides the
following base salary in addition to manse or housing allowances:
Year of Service
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th
8th
9th
10th
1 lth
12th
13th
14th
15th

Base Salary
$ I 1,203
1 1,476
I 1,745
12,014
1 2,275
12,545
12,814
13,082
13,350
13,617
13,882
14,153
14,421
14,687
14,955

The minimum base salary for those men not covered by the scale will be $15,222.00.
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Further Provisions:
1. SALARY
The Salary Scale does not apply to ministers who have more than 15 years of service.

2. HOSPITALIZATION
The church and/or the Committee will pay the cost of hospitalization coverage for the
missionary in proportion to their respective shares of his salary.
3. HOUSING
a. If a manse is not provided and the minister rents his house, he will receive a supplement
for rent paid up to a maximum of $325 a month.
b. If a minister owns his home, he will receive a supplement for interest, taxes, and other
charges up to a maximum of $325 per month.
4. UTILITIES

a. All utilities except personal telephone toll calls, and including heat, will be paid by the
church and/or the Committee in addition to salary.
b. The cost of utilities will be shared by the Committee and church in proportion to their
respective shares of the minister’s salary.
c. The church will pay utility bills directly to the service companies, and be reimbursed by
the Committee’s share.

5. PENSION
The church and/or the Committee will pay the missionary’s pension premium in proportion
to their respective shares of his salary.

6. SOCIAL SECURITY
The church and/or the Committee will pay one-half of the missionary’s Social Security in
proportion to their respective shares of his salary.
For missionaries not in the Social Security program, the church and/or the Committee will
pay one-half of the annual investment in an established investment or retirement income
plan, on the same basis and in the same amount as though the missionary were in Social
Security.
7. CAR ALLOWANCE
The Committee would remind the churches that no provision is made in the Salary Scale for
car allowance. Churches and chapels are encouraged to supplement the above salary provisions with a car allowance to help the pastor meet this pastoral expense. At the least, the
Committee suggests that auto expense be reimbursed at the rate of 205? per mile.
LITERATURE, TAPE MINISTRY, AND SEMINARS
As a service to the church, the Committee continues to compile and publish a Directory of
Churches and Chapels. In order to meet the escalating cost of this publication, the Committee is
grateful for paid advertising from the Quarryville Presbyterian Home and the Presbyterian and
Reformed Publishing Company that partially subsidizes the cost. The Directory is offered free
of charge to our churches and any others who request it.
It is important to recognize that the Directory provides an official listing of churches,
chapels, and Bible conferences covered by the Internal Revenue number assigned to the Orthodox Presbyterian Church (237001990). Presbyteries are urged to inform the Committee
whenever chapels are constituted in order that contributions to the new work will be tax
deductible.
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The Committee welcomed in January the advent of the new church magazine, New Horizons, and provides the editor with two pages of copy on the work of home missions and church
extension throughout the denomination.
In order to encourage .participation in the SAVE Program and the Summer Internship
Program, information was sent to all the churches early in the year. A cassette tape ministry was
continued to provide interested groups and persons with a taped interview with many of the
home missionaries. 11; cooperation with the Committee on Foreign Missions, a missionary
prayer letter was sent out on a monthly basis throughout the calendar year.
The Committee sponsored two seminars in late 1980; one in Spencer Mills, Michigan, and
the other in Escondido, California, on the campus of Westminster West. The seminar in Michigan was attended by the various missions personnel from four presbyteries for two days of
prayer, Bible study, sharing, and planning. The seminar at Westminster West included representatives from the four Western presbyteries for the purpose of discussing a working relationship between Westminster Seminary on the West Coast and the Orthodox Presbyterian Church.
FINANCES
Total General Fund contributions in 1980 from living donors were $266,946 and were
received from the following sources:

$259,838
Orthodox Presbyterian Church and Individuals
Non-Orthodox Presbyterian sources
7,108
Contributions from Orthodox Presbyterian sources to the General Fund were $42,601
greater than 1979 contributions, and contributions from non-Orthodox Presbyterian sources
were $2,360 less than in 1979. In addition, $2,197 was received in dividends and interest with
additional miscellaneous receipts of $7,226 to compensate for services rendered by the Committee. The Committee received a bequest (annual) amounting to $63 that was placed in the
Contingent Fund. Contributions from all Orthodox Presbyterian sources averaged $22.98 for the
year, or approximately 44.2q! per week, per communicant member.
The budget for the Committee approved by the 46th General Assembly anticipated contributions of $264,400 from Orthodox Presbyterian sources. The actual contributions were
$259,838 or $4,562 less than anticipated; contributions from non-Orthodox Presbyterian sources
totaled $7,108 or $4,108 more than anticipated.
Again, the Committee put forth great effort to reduce expenditures throughout the year.
The office secretary continued a four-day work week despite an ever increasing work load.
Plans for enlarging the missionary-at-large program were again curtailed with only a modest
development of the summer and year-round internship program. The Committee is grateful to
the Lord for enabling us to end the year in a better financial stance than has been the case in
recent years, even though the budget was not met. During the year the Committee kept expenditures at $258,705 compared with a total budget of Orthodox Presbyterian and non-OP sources of
$276,400. This resulted in the General Fund being in the black at the end of the year.
General Assembly approved budgets and actual receipts from Orthodox Presbyterian
sources were as follows during the past five years:

1976
1977
1978
1979
1980

Budget
$199,900
228,000
224,000
240,000
264,400

Actuul

$183,209
204,817
2 18,996
217,237
259,838

Percent of
Budget rrc’d
91.7
89.9
97.8
90.6
98.3
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These figures indicate that the Committee is not really free to plan on spending for missions
according to the budget. For the past five years the church has ‘averaged 93.66% of the budget
passed by the General Assembly. The Thank Offering continues to be a major factor in approaching the budget and indicates that biblical principles for giving need to be stressed among
the churches.
CHURCH EXTENSION FUND
Total loans from individuals and organizations to the Church Extension Fund on December
31, 1980, were $1,006,558, an increase of $46,355 from 1979. The number of loans to the Fund at
the end of the year totaled 584. A liquid reserve of $61,814, that is 20% of the demand loans to
the Fund, is set aside against possible withdrawals. Interest rates on loans to the Fund are
currently 5M% on demand notes, 695% on five-year notes, and 7% on ten-year notes.
-In an effort to be good stewards of available funds (funds which are to be lent or are being
held for a particular church), the Committee took advantage of the recent interest rates on
short-term investments; in 1980 $6,586 was earned on such investments.
The Committee charges a handling fee of % of 1% of total assets in the Church Extension
Fund in order to reimburse the General Fund for time spent by the staff on loans, property
transactions and other related matters. At the end of 1980 this amounted to $5,554.
In 1980 loans from the Fund were made to the following churches and chapels:
Zoar, Wisconsin-Old Stockbndge OPC
Hollidaysburg, Pennsylvania- Westminster OPC
Matthews, North Carolina-Matthews Presbyterian Fellowship
Stratford, New Jersey-Stratford OPC
Balances due on all loans from the Fund are recorded in the Treasurer’s Report.

CONTINGENT FUND
Total reserve of this Fund on December 31, 1980 was $494,351. Of this, $87,534 was cash;
$285,838 was loans receivable; $28,193 was mortgage receivable; $160,707 was real estate
($97,852 is the net worth after subtracting mortgages of $62,855) and an investment valued at
$8,834. Loans payable were $13,900. Transfers are made from the cash reserve to the General
Fund in the form of a loan (5% interest) to cover any deficit in that Fund.
In 1980 loans from this Fund were made to the following churches, chapels and
organizations :

Bartlesville/Hutchinson-Mortgage Payments
Zoar, Wisconsin-Old Stockbndge OPC
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania- Westminster Theological Seminary
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania-Bernard J . Stonehouse
Stratford, New Jersey-Stratford OPC
Balances due on all loans from this Fund are recorded in the Treasurer’s Report.
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The budget for 1981 was proposed to continue the present work of the Committee and
provide for a modest development of the summer and year-round intern programs.
Anticipated Receipts
OPC Contributions (Worldwide Outreach, GeneralDesignated Support, Thank Offering)
$256,620
Non-OPC Contributions (Worldwide Outreach, GeneralDesignated Support, Thank Offering)
3,000
Miscellaneous Income, Interest and Dividends
2,500
Income to General Fund for services rendered
6.500
$268,620
Expenditures
Missionary and Church Extension
(Including Denominational Evangelist)
Office and Administration
Promotion
Interest and Debt Reduction

$192,13 1
75,839
650
$268,620

GLENN R. COIE MEMORIAL FUND
The Glenn R. Coie Memorial Fund was established by Sharon Orthodox Presbyterian
Church, Hialeah, Florida for the purpose of providing loans to seminary students who plan to
enter the ministry of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church. At the request of Sharon Church, the
Committee has been administering this Fund. Since its inception in 1966, nine seminarians have
been granted loans totaling $5,400. Seven have repaid the loans in full leaving two outstanding.
Monies in the Fund are invested and on December 31, 1980, $4,930 was available for loans.
The Committee urges sessions and presbyteries to inform candidates under their care of the
following provisions of the Fund:
1 . Applicants for loans shall have the following basic qualifications:

a. Must be a candidate for the gospel ministry under care of a presbytery of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church.
b. Must be enrolled in a seminary.
c. If a senior, must be, under ordinary circumstances, a licentiate of presbytery.
2. Regulations concerning the granting of loans:
a. The maximum amount to be lent from the Fund to any qualified student shall be
$1 ,OOo.
b. Loans shall be interest free.
c. Principal shall be repaid in monthly payments beginning one year following graduation from Seminary, or one year from the termination of seminary work.
d. Loans are to be granted after approval of written application by a subcommittee of
the Committee on Home Missions and Church Extension of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church.
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MEMORIAL FUND
A Memorial Fund was instituted in 1980. $959 was received in memory of the Rev. Robert
K . Churchill; $41.95 was received in memory of Alma Vruwink and Andrew Neerhof.
$ 41.95
Fund started February, 1980
959.00
Memory of R. Churchill
33.62
Interest earned
$1,034.57

Ending balance (12/31/80)
ELECTIONS

The terms of the following members of the Committee expire at this Assembly:
Ministers: Larry Conard, James Petty, Thomas Tyson
Ruling Elders: Robert Ayres, William Kiester
Ruling elders Theodore Pappas (Class of 1983) and Paul Patterson (Class of 1982) have
submitted their resignations and therefore leave vacancies in their respective
classes.
R E P O R T O F T H E TREASURER
The Report of the Treasurer as audited by Niessen, Dunlap and Pritchard, Certified Public
Accountants is as follows:
The Committee on Home Missions and
Church Extension of the
Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Inc.
Philadelphia, PA 19126
We have examined the statement of assets and liabilities arising from cash transactions of
the Committee on Home Missions and Church Extension of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church,
Inc., as of December 31, 1980, and the related statement of revenues, expenses, and changes in
fund balances for the year then ended. Our examination was made in accordance with generally
accepted auditing standards and, accordingly, included such tests of the accounting records and
such other auditing procedures as we considered necessary in the circumstances.
As described in the summary of significant accounting policies, the Committee’s policy is
to prepare its financial statements on the basis of cash receipts and disbursements; consequently, certain revenues and the related assets are recognized when received rather than
when earned, and certain expenses are recognized when paid rather than when the obligation is
incurred. Accordingly, the accompanying financial statements are not intended to present financial position and results of operations in conformity with generally accepted accounting
principles.
In our opinion, the financial statements referred to above present fairly the assets and
liabilities arising from cash transactions of the Committee of Home Missions and Church Extension of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Inc., as of December 31, 1980, and the revenues,
expenses, and changes in fund balances during the year then ended, on the basis of accounting
described in the summary of significant accounting policies, which has been applied in a manner
consistent with that of the preceding year.
January 22, 1981
Colmar, PA

NIESSEN, DUNLAP & PRITCHARD
Certified Public Accountants

$ I ,8 18,695
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$1,020,458
62,855
22,050
7 13,332
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1,075
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97,379
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$
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-

-

7,151
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-

Special
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92,620
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$ 92,620
$1,105,336
$ 571,106
$
4,570
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$
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$
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-

-

20,522

68,291

42,877
-

-

$

$

General

5 ,OOo

I ,295, I67

$ 259,234

Accompanying notes are an integral part of the financial statements.

TOTAL LIABILITIES & FUND BALANCES

Notes Payable (Note 5 )
Mortgages Payable (Note 6)
Other Payables (Note 7)
Fund Balances

LIABILITIES & FUND BALANCES

TOTAL ASSETS

Cash (Note 1)
Notes & Loans Receivable, 4%2%to 8%
Loans Receivable from The Committee
on Christian Education, 8%
Investments, At Cost
(Market Value $63,407)
Funds of Other Organizations Invested by
Committee on Home Missions (Note 2)
Administration Building, At Cost (Note 3)
Equity in Real Estate, At Cost (Note 4)

ASSETS

Total
All Funds

STATEMENT OF ASSETS & LIABILITIES
DECEMBER 31, 1980

$

$

1,034

1,034

-

-

-

986

Memorial
Fund

X

X
4

c

7

z

0

REVENUES

64,190

-

258,704

372,237

73,839
$ 92,620

660,623

$713,332

18,781

5,811
57,384

177,975
68,627
11,746
356
-

177,975
75,113
I 1,746
59,152
39,532
8,719

52,709

75,093

277,485

424,946

$ 98,778

86.880

I 1,898

63,195

-

-

-

-

-

10,903

2,197
7,226
1,116

-

-

-

-

-

$

-

$126,803
50,346
73,975
15,822

Church
Extension

90,765
24,506
27$88
7,226
1,116

$ I 26,803
50,346
73,975
15,822
1,981
4,455
63

General

Accompanying notes are an integral part of the financial statements.

END O F YEAR

Beginning of Year

FUND BALANCES

Excess (Deficiency) Of Revenues
Over Expenses

Total Expenses

Church Extension Expense
Office & Administrative Expense
Promotion Expense
Interest Expense
Administration Building Expense
Expenses-Other Funds

EXPENSES

Total Revenues

Contributions
Worldwide Outreach
Undesignated
Thank Offering
Designated-Budget
Designated-Other Funds
Special Projects
Bequests
Interest & Dividends
Notes & Loans Receivable
Savings Accounts & Investments
Rental Income-Administration Building
Administrative Services Income
Miscellaneous

Total
All Funds

3531 I

2,022

-

1.347

-

675

37,533

-

-

-

26,575
10,115

63

-

780

-

-

$494,35I

458,840

$

Contingent
Fund

$

4,570

4,297

273

65

338

$

509

262

$

6.730

5,872

858

858

$

-

STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENSES, & CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1980

$

$

-

5,150
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27,888

-

27,888
-

-

-

-

-

-

-
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$
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1 1,854
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-

1,034

1,034
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SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES
DECEMBER 31, 1980
The significant accounting policies followed by the Committee on Home Missions &
Church Extension of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Inc., are described below to enhance
the usefulness of the financial statements to the reader.
BASIS OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
The accounting records of the Committee are maintained on a cash basis except that
interest not paid on the anniversary date of certain notes payable is added to the note balances.
FUND ACCOUNTING
In order to ensure observance of limitations and restrictions placed on the use of the
resources available to the Committee on Home Missions & Church Extension of the Orthodox
Presbyterian Church, Inc., the accounts are maintained in accordance with the principles of
fund accounting. This is the procedure by which resources for various purposes are classified
for accounting and reporting purposes into funds that are in accordance with activities or
objectives specified. Separate accounts are maintained for each fund, however, in the accompanying financial statements, funds that have similar characteristics have been combined into
fund groups. Accordingly, all financial transactions have been recorded and reported by fund
group.
VALUATION OF FIXED ASSETS
All acquisitions of property, except for real property, are expensed at time of purchase.
Buildings are not depreciated.

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
DECEMBER 31, 1980
1. Cash

Church Extension Fund cash is restricted by the Committee in the amount of $38,814
which, together with the investment in South Central Bell Telephone Company note, 8.2%
due April 1, 1983, $23,000; would comprise a reserve of 20% of its demand notes payable at
December 3 1, 1980.
2. Funds of Other Organizations
As a service for other organizations, the Committee has invested funds of these organizations with their Money Market Management investment. As of December 31, 1980, the
ownership of the funds is as follows:
Committee on Stewardship of the
Orthodox Presbyterian Church

$1,075

3. Administration Building

Title to the administration building property, 7401 Old York Road, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, is equally vested in The Committee on Home Missions & Church Extension, The
Committee on Foreign Missions, and The Committee on Christian Education of The Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Tnc. The property is carried at the Committee’s one-third
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share of its cost. The operating expenses of the property are shared by the three Committees and Great Commission Publications, Inc., an affiliate.
4. Equity in Real Estate

Equity in real estate represents the Committee’s equity in mission church properties, title of
which is held by the Committee.
5. Notes Payable

Notes payable, with interest rates to 7%, have been issued at various dates to finance
capital needs. A summary of notes outstanding at December 3 I , 1980, follows:
Demand Long-Term
Notes
Notes
Church Extension Fund
Contingent Fund
Totals

$309,071

Total

$697,487

9,100
4,800
$318,171
$702,287
-

$1,006,558
13,900
$1,020,458

A substantial amount of the long-term notes are renewed or become demand notes when
they become due.
6. Mortgages Payable

Mortgages payable with interest from 41%% to 6M% are secured by mission church real
estate at various United States locations. Certain churches make mortgage payments directly. At such time, the Committee reduces its investment in real estate in an amount equal
to the amount of the mortgage reduction.
7. Pension Plan

The Orthodox Presbyterian Church provides a pension and life insurance plan for ordained
ministers and permanent full-time employees. Plan contributions are paid entirely by the
Committee. The cost of this plan to The Committee on Home Missions and Church Extension for 1980 was $3,513. Benefits are not guaranteed but are based on participant’s equity
in the retirement fund.
8. Contingent Liabilities

The Committee is contingently liable as guarantor for three mortgage loans aggregating
approximately $57,343. The appraised value of the mortgaged church property at December
31, 1980, approximates $466,400.

Church Mortgage Loans
Grace Orthodox Presbyterian Church
Vienna, VA
Spencer Mills Orthodox Presbyterian Church
Gowen, M1
Westminster Orthodox Presbyterian Church
Williamsburg, VA

Balance

Appraised
Values

I213 1I80

1213 I I80

$ 9,800

$225,000

13,873

162,000

33,670

79,400

$57,343

$466,400

I
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ACCOUNTANT’S OPINION ON SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION

Our examination of the basic financial statements presented in the preceding section of this
report was made primarily to form an opinion on such financial statements taken as a whole .
Supplementary information contained in the following pages. is not considered essential for the
fair presentation of the assets and liabilities arising from cash transactions of The Committee on
Home Missions & Church Extension of The Orthodox Presbyterian Church. Inc., and the
revenues collected and expenditures made and changes in fund balances . However. the following data were subjected to the audit procedures applied in the examination of the basic financial
statements and. in our opinion. are fairly stated in all material respects in relation to the basic
financial statements taken as a whole .
NIESSEN. DUNLAP & PRITCHARD
January 22. 1981
Colmar. PA
SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION
DECEMBER 31. 1980
NOTES & LOANS RECEIVABLE
Church Extension Fund
Atlanta. GA-Redeemer Orthodox Presbyterian Church ......................
$
Aurora. CO-Grace Orthodox Presbyterian Church ..........................
Bonita. CA-Bonita Orthodox Presbyterian Church ..........................
Bothell. WA-Trinity Orthodox Presbyterian Church .........................
Carson. CA-Grace Orthodox Presbyterian Church ..........................
Chula Vista. CA-Bayview Orthodox Presbyterian Church ....................
Eugene. OR-Oak Hill Orthodox Presbyterian Church .......................
Goleta. CA-El Camino Orthodox Presbyterian Church ......................
Green Bay. WI-Green Bay Orthodox Presbyterian Church ...................
Gresham. WI-Old Stockbridge Orthodox Presbyterian Church ...............
Hatboro. PA-Trinity Orthodox Presbyterian Church ........................
Holidaysburg. PA-Westminster Orthodox Presbyterian Church ...............
Janesville. WI-Christ Presbyterian Church .................................
Leesburg. VA-Bethel Orthodox Presbyterian Church ........................
Libertyville. IL-Hope Orthodox Presbyterian Church .......................
Matthew. NC-Matthew Orthodox Presbyterian Fellowship ...................
Menomonee Falls. WI-Falls Orthodox Presbyterian Church ..................
Middletown. DE-Grace Orthodox Presbyterian Church ......................
Modesto. CA-First Orthodox Presbyterian Church ..........................
Orlando. FL-Lake Sherwood Orthodox Presbyterian Church .................
Philadelphia. PA-Emmanuel Orthodox Presbyterian Church ..................
Rockport. ME-Lakeview Orthodox Presbyterian Church ....................
Roswell. NM-Orthodox Presbyterian Church ...............................
San Jose. CA-Covenant Orthodox Presbyterian Church .....................
Santa Cruz. CA-Orthodox Presbyterian Church .............................
Santee. CA-Valley Orthodox Presbyterian Church ..........................
Sonora. CA-Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church ........................
South San Francisco. CA-Brentwood Orthodox Presbyterian Church .........
Stratford. NJ-Stratford Orthodox Presbyterian Church ......................
Tallahassee. FL-Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church .....................
Vienna. VA-Grace Orthodox Presbyterian Church ..........................

21. 190
41.455
68.871
32. 912
2. 135
88.818
44. 646
12.733
23. 844
3. 986
10.061
99.487
52. 929
24. 354
54.064
12.717
43. 215
7. 109
5 18. 6 0
15. 809
20.737
153 18
25. 711
113. 0 9
13.997
112. 0 4
25.068
26.897
20. 000
84.965
6.735

$984.336
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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION
DECEMBER 31. 1980
(Continued)
Contingent Fund
Atlanta. GA-Redeemer Orthodox Presbyterian Church ......................
$
Bartlesville. OK-Westminster Chapel ......................................
Bartlesville. OK-Hutchinson. KS-Lot ....................................
Bartlesville. OK-Hutchinson. KS-Monthly MortgageBuilding & Lots ........................................................
Bonita. CA-Bonita Orthodox Presbyterian Church ..........................
Burtonsville. MD-Covenant Orthodox Presbyterian Church ..................
Cheyenne. WY-Cheyenne Orthodox Presbyterian Church ...................
Chula Vista. CA-Bayview Orthodox Presbyterian Church ...................
Dayton. OH-Redeemer Orthodox Presbyterian Church ......................
Gresham. WI-Old Stockbridge Orthodox Presbyterian Church ...............
Hamden. CT-Westminster Orthodox Presbyterian Church ...................
Houlton. ME-Bethel Orthodox Presbyterian Church ........................
Janesville. WI-Orthodox Presbyterian Church ..............................
Leesburg. VA-Bethel Orthodox Presbyterian Church ........................
Menomonee Falls. WI-Falls Orthodox Presbyterian Church ..................
Milwaukie. OR-Faith Orthodox Presbyterian Church ........................
Neptune. NJ-Good Shepherd Church ......................................
Philadelphia. PA-Bernard Stonehouse .....................................
Philadelphia. PA-Center for Urban Theological Studies ......................
Philadelphia. PA-Great Commission Publications ...........................
Philadelphia. PA-Southwest Philadelphia Reformed Fellowship ...............
Rockport. ME-Lakeview Orthodox Presbyterian Church ....................
Haney. The Rev . George E., Roslyn. PA ....................................

18.335
8.697
2. 556
I. 134
8. 117
6.738
8.004
10.000
13.453
15.945
4. 800
1. 332
14. 135
97.415
1. 583
19.195
7. 336
500
3. 875
6. 381
9.607
2 I7. 0 0
28. 193

$309.03 1

Market
Value

cost
INVESTMENTS
General Fund
105 shares -Baltimore Gas & Electric. common ................. $ 2. 074
$ 3.084
18 shares -Morton-Norwich Products. common ................
470
67 1
115 shares -Commonwealth Edison. $1. 425
convertible preferred ..............................
3. 565
1 . 796
13.202 13.202
13.202 shs.-Money Market Management .......................
-

.................................................

17.542 20. 522
-

Church Extension Fund
$25.000
.-South
Central Bell Telephone Co.
Note 8.2%, due April 1. 1983 ......................
621 shares -Money Market Management .......................

62 1
62 1 -

Total

Total

.. , ..............................................

22. 313

23.OOO

22,934 23,621
-
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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION
DECEMBER 31, 1980
(Continued)
Contingent Fund
8,834 shs.-Money

Market Management

.......................

8,834
8,834
-

Annuity Fund
4 shares -General Motors, $5.00 preferred ....................
84
30 shares -Philadelphia Electric, 4.4% preferred ...............
870
690
690 shares -Money Market Management .......................
Total

.................................................

New Field Fund
497 shares -Money
Glenn Coie Fund
4,757 shs.-Money

Market Management

Market Management

2,861
1,644
-

.......................

497
497
-

.......................

4,757
4,757
-

Special Projects
7,151 shs.-Money

Market Management

.......................

Memorial Fund
48 shares -Money

Market Management

.......................

COMBINED TOTALS

..................................

7,151

.......................................................

NOTES PAYABLE
Church Extension Fund
Demand Notes at 5M% per annum ......................................
5-year Notes at 61h% per annum ........................................
10-year Notes at 7% per annum .........................................
TOTAL

7,151

48
48
$ 63,407
$ 68,291
-

EQUITY IN REAL ESTATE
Contingent Fund
Atlanta, GA-Manse ...................................................
Dayton, OH-Church
..................................................
Eugene , OR- Lot .....................................................
Hanover Park, IL-Church
.............................................
Stratford, NJ-Church
.................................................
Thornton, CO-Church
................................................
Thornton, CO-Manse
.................................................
Tinley Park, IL-Church
...............................................
Tulsa, OK-Manse
....................................................
TOTAL

425
1,746
690
-

.........................................................

$ 16,217

6,780
57 1
8,421
62,500
29,355
11,834
6,659
18,370
$160,707

$ 309,070

249,355
448,133
$1,006,558
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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION
DECEMBER 31, 1980
(Continued)
Contingent Fund
Demand note without interest .............................................
Long-term notes at 4% per annum .........................................
TOTAL

$

.........................................................

9,100
4,800

$ 13,900

MORTGAGES PAYABLE
Property
Contingent Fund
...........................
Atlanta, GA-Manse
Dayton, OH-Church ...........................
Hanover Park, IL-Church ......................
Thornton, CO-Manse ..........................
Tinley Park, IL-Church
........................
Tulsa, OK-Manse
.............................
TOTAL

Annual
Rate

Date of
Final
Payment

Balance
December 31,
1980

534%
534%
5%i%
4%%
6%
24%

1/01/96
02/91
11/01/89
11/01/84
10193
1 /O 1 /9 1

$ 16,218

............

$ 62,855

...........................................

SCHEDULE OF CONTRIBUTIONS
Worldwide Outreach
Orthodox Presbyterian Churches ...........................................
Other ....................................................................

6,780
8,421
2,213
19,986
9,237

$124,668
2,135
$126,803

Undesignated
Orthodox Presbyterian Churches ...........................................
Other ....................................................................

$ 48,411

1,935
$ 50,346

Thank Offering
Orthodox Presbyterian Churches ...........................................
Other ....................................................................

$ 73,612

363
$ 73,975

Designated-Budget
Orthodox Presbyterian Churches ...........................................
Other ....................................................................

$ 13,147

2,675
$ 15,822
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GENERAL FUND EXPENDITURES
SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION
YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31. 1980
Church Extension Expense
Field Support ............................................................
Missionary
Salary Aid .............................................................
Housing Allowance .....................................................
Utilities ................................................................
Benefits ...............................................................
Denominational Evangelist .................................................
Missionaries at Large .....................................................
Missions Staff Worker ....................................................
Presbytery Missions Representative ........................................
Urban Area Missionary ...................................................
Center for Urban Theological Studies .......................................
Summer Interns ..........................................................
Interns ..................................................................
Seminar Expenses ........................................................
Moving & Travel .........................................................
Travel-General Secretary ................................................
Books. Tracts & Subscriptions .............................................
Directories. ...............................................................
S.A.V.E. Program ........................................................
Miscellaneous ............................................................
Total ................................................................
Office & Administrative Expense
General Secretary Allowance ..............................................
Office Salaries ............................................................
Benefits .................................................................
Committee Meetings .......................................................
Rent ....................................................................
Telephone
Legal & Accounting ......................................................
Postage ..................................................................
Office Supplies ...........................................................
Equipment & Maintenance ................................................
Miscellaneous ............................................................
Total

................................................................

$ 42.
6 8 9
$ 8
12.5 4
4. 117
1.302
2. 764 .
25. 499
15. 100
5 .000
15.OOO
21. 599
7. 502
8. 010
6. 000
1.020
1. 043
5. 821
202
1. 881
418
154
$177. 975

$ 96.8 9
36. 730
6. 752
7. 030
3. 048
1. 85 1
2. 225
1. 672
1.074
1.047
209
$ 68.
6 2 7

Promotion Expense
New Horizons ............................................................
Advertising & Publicity ...................................................
Miscellaneous (Outreach Exp.) .............................................

$ 11.OOO
433
313

................................................................

!§ 11.746

Total

Burlington, VT

Bothell, WA

Billings, MT

Aurora, CO

Augusta, ME

Amarillo, TX

Albuquerque, NM

~~

17

29

15

14

27

1979

1980

28

57

24

46

1979

1980

19

15

18

12

1979

17

19

7

1980

26

35

1979

I980

9

Not Receiving Aid

1980

1979

20

8

12

1979

I980

7

9

~

NonCorn.

Not Receiving Aid

Corn.

1980

1979

~~

Membership

~

40.3

33.0

39.5

36.8

12.0

13.6

28.5

22.0

18.4

19.2

24.7
23.4

15.2

13.1

25.1
20.9

6.6

15.9

11.9

-

17.1

7.3

Ch.

14.1

Adults

~~

5.9

-

10.8

5.1

Ch.

6.8

Adults

52.3

46.6

68.0

58.8

Not meeting

34.0

28.7

10.2
13.7

11.3

-

17.0

17.0

4.0

-

5.4

4.8

Not meeting

20.3

18.5

7.3

-

41.8

11.6

36.1

12.2

43.9

38.2

16.7

18.0

11.9

Total

P.M. Attendance

22.5 (Afternoon Worship)

29.0

26.3

21.4

Total

A.M. Attendance

CHURCH

36

29

21

49

35

Membership

22.9

21.8

33.2

33.3

11.5
10.3

61.2

33.6

46.1

24.4
21.7
27.6

33.3

24.2
17.5

11.7

28.6

24.2

11.7
14.4

18.3

6.3

25.7

28.3

11.2

18.4

Total

6.9

Ch.

15.8

12.5

14.2

12.5

12.0

14.5

-

11.5

Adults

Attendance

SUNDAY SCHOOL

APPENDIX A
REPORT ON ATTENDANCES IN HOME MISSIONS FIELDS
OF THE ORTHODOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
1979-1 980

8

?

-l

Janesville, WI

Hialeah, F L
(Spanish)

Zoar, WI

Gresham , W I

Grants Pass, OR

Dayton, OH

Columbus, OH

Cape Cod, MA

46

36

1979

1980

16

1980

16

38

35

5

5

~

33.0

36.3

38.3

29.7

12.8

1979

31.9

31.1

18.7

19.3

26.4

22.4

32.9

32.4

52.8

53.2

Adults

47

Inc. in Gresham

CHURCH

31.6

35.3

~~

11.3

6.0

14.0

11.0

10.7

20.2

19.3

11.8

9.1

12.9

12.5

17.9

21.5

Ch.

~

64.6

71.6

49.6

35.7

26.8

42.9

41.8

38.9

38.6

38.2

31.5

45.8

44.9

70.7

74.7

Total

A.M. Attendance

Inc. in Gresham

44

21

20

22

17

13

II

14

13

NonCom.

1980

1979

67

66

1979

1980

22

18

1979

1980

28

22

1979

1980

32

32

I979

1980

44

41

1980

1979

Com.

Membership

8.7

7.9

10.9

13.5

4.7

4.2

8.2

8.1

7.2

8.2

Ch.

14.1

20.4

-

. 4.9

13.6

19.0

-

1.6

Inc. in Gresham

10.0

8.6

11.0

12.4

13.4

10.7

20.9

20.6

22.9

21.5

Adults

27.7

39.4

-

6.5

18.7

16.5

21.9

25.9

18.1

14.9

29.1

28.7

30.1

29.7

Total

P.M. Attendance

72

21

21

20

19

27

26

34

33

39

52

Membership

25.9

26.8

38.3

29.3

10.2

9.5

9.2

7.4

9.0

16.9

14.8

24.3

23.5

18.3

18.7

Adults

31.3

35.9

11.3

5.9

12.7

57.2

62.7

49.6

35.2

22.9

18.7

18.0

8.8
9.2

21.0

22.0

23.8

20.9

34.4

32.7

33.6

36.9

Total

13.6

13.0

6.9

6.1

10.1

9.2

15.3

18.2

Ch.

Attendance
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APPENDIX A
REPORT ON AITENDANCES IN HOME MISSIONS FIELDS
OF THE ORTHODOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
1979-1 980

5

' 9

r

i

2
-1
=
$?

P

j

5

3

8.4%+

647

597

1979

1980

67

11.0%+

384

346

27

26

65

1979

1980

17

27

~

72.0

71.1

28.0

24.9

-

-

1979

1980

34.5

37

36.1

34.4

57

36

21

34.7

33.3

28.7

12.9

12.5

28.6

31.3

17.3

14.3

13.5

11.9

38.5
36.7

17.5

14.9

20.6
22.6

21.3

12.7

30.0

20.7

1980

32

51

1979

18

26

1979

1980

6

8

28

48

1979

21

22

16

11

1980

31

27

1979

1980

27

17

1980

1979

.

3.wo 4-

980.5

952.3

52.3

56.2

99.8
105.3

15.3

18.9

.5

1.4% -

409.1

414.7

72.7

77.0

20.8
20.4

22.4

27.4

13.0

7.1

8.5

Not meeting

Not meeting

40.9

37.4

63.1

67.4

12.5

10.6

.6

10.0

49.0
51.7

31.5

11.5

30.9

8.8

20.0

22.1

50.4

25.2

10.9

NOTES: Albuquerque, New Mexico 1980-Aid
1980-Aid
Augusta, Maine
1980-Aid
Aurora, Colorado
Billings, Montana
1980-Aid
1980-Aid
Hialeah, Florida
1980-Aid
Janesville, Wisconsin
1980-Aid
Tallahassee, Florida
. --

began in July
began in August
began in April
discontinued in April; Aid begun in November
discontinued in March
discontinued in September
discontinued in June

.8% +

370

367

89

89

27

19

29

28

'

46.6

13.4
48.7

12.5

18.6

25.1

14.1

14.7

19.3

9.9
18.9

8.8

31.9

34.2

3.4%

681.3

658.9

65.9

23.3
67.6

21.3

50.5

59.3

23.5

23.6

8.9
9.4

26.5

28.4

27.4

10.2

9.5

18.9
16.3

12.3

15.1

22.0

9.2

12.8

20.2

6.3

44

43.9

29.3

18.7

11.5

25.2

17.8

31.0

23.3

12.0

8.4

50.2

14.3

13.9

19.0

14.9

40.1

35.5

51.3

33.4

Totals and percentages of increase or decrease are for only those fields where there are comparable figures.

Increase/Decrease

Totals

Tallahassee, FL

Rockport, ME

Philadelphia, PA
(Emmanuel
Chapel)

Oxnard, CA

Ocala, F L

Novato, CA

Matthews, NC

<

3

2
g

r

F

0

4

z

::

*r

3
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SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON
HOME MISSIONS AND CHURCH EXTENSION
REGARDING OPC INVOLVEMENT IN CUTS
On March 28, 1981, representatives of the Committee on Home Missions and Church
Extension and the Board of Trustees of the Center for Urban Theological Studies (CUTS) met
with the Special Committee on OPC Involvement in CUTS erected by the 47th General Assembly. The preliminary reports of the Special Committee (particularly the majority report) were
discussed. At the end of the meeting, though progress was discernible, no major shifts of
position were apparent with respect to the main issues discussed. In the light of this development, the Committee on Home Missions thought it wise to report briefly to this G. A. regarding
some points of particular importance for further deliberation.
THECOMMITTEE’S
VIEWOF

THE

BASICNATUREOF CUTS

The issue of the basic nature of CUTS, and therefore its relationship to the OPC and the
Reformed movement, is an issue with which the Committee has wrestled from the beginning. At
the 45th G. A. (1978), the president of the Committee reported to the G. A. that the Committee
was contemplating sponsorship of CUTS with a college level program in view. The next year,
the following was reported to the 46th G. A.:
“In the course of these developments, the question of the basic nature of the
institution was faced. One possibility was to establish an institution that
would be independent of both Westminster Seminary and Geneva College but
in affiliation with both institutions. Another alternative was to structure the
institution under the oversight of the Committee on Home Missions in cooperation with Geneva College and Westminster Seminary.
“At the July meeting of the Committee, it was determined that CUTS would
be sponsored by the Committee on Home Missions and that the Center would
be managed by a Board of Trustees elected by the Committee. At the same
meeting, a temporary Board of Trustees was erected to bring to the Committee a plan for the implementation of CUTS and to oversee the development of
the Center during the interim.”
Thus the possibility and subsequently the actuality of OPC sponsorship of CUTS through
the Committee with a view toward facilitating a college level program (among other goals) has
been faced and publicly reported to the church by the Committee for some time prior to the 47th
G. A. (1980). This included the reporting (to the 46th G. A.) of representation on the temporary
Board of Trustees of those not members of the OPC who are supportive of an urban ministry. In
electing members to the temporary Board of Trustees, the Committee sought to include representatives from each of the parties who had been involved in the Westminster Ministerial
Institute (Messrs. E. P. Clowney and H. Conn from WTS, Messrs. T. Tyson and J. Petty from
the Committee on Home Missions and Church Extension, and Messrs. W. Richardson and W.
Pinnock from the Advisory Board of the Westminster Ministerial Institute) and from the new
partner in the emerging ministry, Geneva College (J. White).
THEQUESTION
OF OPC SUPPORT
OF UNSCRIPTURAL
TEACHING
The Special Committee has reported to this General Assembly that in its opinion (majority
report) the OPC’s present CUTS involvement through the Committee is “compromise . . . of
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the OPC witness to the entire Word of God and subordinate standards.” The following grounds
are adduced:
“The Committee s$ould not continue in a cooperative effort that the General
Assembly judges to be supportive of teaching that is contrary to the Word of
God.”
The question arises, does CUTS, in fact, involve the OPC in support of teaching that is, or
possibly is, contrary to the Word of God? The answer is “No” and for the following reasons:
1. The teaching at CUTS, in the sense of what CUTS confesses and promotes, is to be fully
in accord with Scripture as stated in the Constitution. (See Article IX).
CUTS is seeking to relate the Word of God to the present issues and needs of the urban
church in a confessional manner (See Constitution 111, 1; IV, 1; V, 7). Thus the “Foundations”
(Article V) are functioning as a preamble to an explicit theology that is developing as the urban
ministry and the Reformed constituents on the Boardsof Trustees of CUTS discover common
scriptural commitments. New areas of theological agreement are also developing through interaction based on the grasp of God’s Word conveyed in the written and oral confessions of the
churches involved. This requires that the urban minority churches and the Reformed churches
stand together as they confess and promote the whole counsel of God (Article 111, 1) without
violating the convictions of the Reformed or of the urban representatives on the Board. The rate
of growth of this urban theology is dependent on the rate of growth in attaining agreement on
the Board regarding the issues raised in urban ministry.
It should be noted that in the formal degree programs, CUTS serves only as a facilitator and
coordinator for those other institutions (Geneva College and Westminster Theological Seminary) offering their services through CUTS. (For the Assembly’s information, it should be
understood that these services for the degree programs are financed primarily by the institutions
rather than through direct support from the Committee.) Therefore, the teaching ministry is
further guarded at CUTS in terms of the Reformed faith since these two institutions require
allegiance to virtually the same theological stance as the OPC.

2. The teaching at CUTS, in the sense of the content of the instruction, is in accord with
Scripture-though in a more dynamic way rather than in a simply prescribed way.
The Constitution requires (Article IX, 3) that all instruction be done entirely in accord with
Scripture and further requires all teaching staff to “seek the illumination of the Spirit in the
Word working toward agreement based on the Word” in any area where disagreement may
arise as to the proper understanding of Scripture (other than those doctrines set forth in Article
V). If a disagreement should arise, the Board and teaching staff are required to refrain from
identifying CUTS with the view under discussion until God has given substantial agreement to
the Board and the instructor whose teaching is in question. If the instructor fails to find agreement with the Board, then it is the Board’s responsibility to require that the instructor refrain
from teaching (even as his opinion) what the Board believes to be contrary to Scripture even
though the error is not specifically stated in the “Foundations” (Article V). This more dynamic
process allows for the biblical demand to confess corporately the whole counsel of God (as
opposed to being content with brief statement of fundamentals). It also fosters the crucial
element of disciplined theological growth through the biblical process of exhorting, teaching and
reproving one another (See Acts 15:1-40;18:24-28;Galatians 2:11-14;Ephesians 4:15,16;Colossians 3:15,16) in mutual submission one to another (Philippians 2:l-4;Constitution V, 7). This
more dynamic form of doctrinal oversight has already been of value both to the Reformed and
urban minority participants in CUTS.
3. Anytime the General Assembly or the Committee believes that involvement in CUTS
involves OPC support for teaching that is contrary to the Word of God, there is the important
freedom of withdrawing from participation in the Sponsoring Association (Constitution VT, 4) if
the issue cannot be resolved to our satisfaction. This provision is similar to the right of withdrawal that the OPC has in regard to the Reformed Ecumenical Synod. So far no one has come
forth with evidence of any unscnptural teaching taking place at CUTS. On the contrary, it is the
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judgment of the Committee that CUTS has been one of the brightest and most effective witnesses to the Reformed faith in the urban area for many years.
THEREPORTOF

THE

SPECIALCOMMITTEE
ON CUTS

The Committee gives its general approval to the thrust of the minority report of the Special
Committee; both as an answer to the objections to the majority report as well as a positive
rationale for OPC involvement in CUTS through the Committee.
CONCLUSION
The Committee’s involvement in CUTS cannot be understood apart from historical developments. For many years the Committee provided support for the labors of the Rev. William
Krispin as our area missionary in the greater Philadelphia area. While his efforts focused
particularly on the establishment of Emmanuel Chapel in South Philadelphia in earlier years, his
contact with leaders in the black, urban church community increased progressively during this
same period.
Mr. Krispin’s exposure to the existing church in the city led to new insights that were
beneficial in implementing the Committee’s long-standing desire to reach the cities of our nation
with the gospel. This was reflected in the Committee’s cooperation with Westminster Theological Seminary (reported to previous General Assemblies) in the ministry of the Westminster
Institute over a period of several years. The concept of partnership without compromise began
to develop during this time as an answer to perplexing problems encountered in working
through cultural barriers in establishing Reformed churches in the city.
The more immediate factor in the establishment of CUTS was the request from leaders in
the black church for further help in developing their ministry that would be firmly established
upon the Scriptures and would go beyond that afforded by the Westminster Ministerial Institute. The Committee considered this to be an invitation that could not be refused! It was also
recognized at the time as being a legitimate aspect of the work of the Committee. Without this
partnership with the existing church in a culture so different from that which is common in
Orthodox Presbyterian circles, the Committee saw little likelihood of successfully planting
Reformed churches in the city by a more traditional approach. In a word, the black church had
established a trust in the predominantly white Orthodox Presbyterian Church through the labors
of our area missionary and were now inviting us into their “inner courts.” After entering in, the
Committee experienced the blessings and benefits of a partnership in mission that gave new
insights and impetus into church planting in the city as well as a deepening appreciation of the
gifts entrusted to the black church.
It is significant that all of our Orthodox Presbyterian churches in the City of Philadelphia
have acknowledged with gratitude to God the benefits derived from this partnership in ministry
that is the dynamic of CUTS. To withdraw from this partnership would be a distinct loss to the
Orthodox Presbyterian Church as well as a retreat from the implementation of biblical principles
concerning the unity and sharing of gifts that should characterize the body of Christ.
Since its initial involvement, the Committee has been overwhelmingly supportive of the
objectives of CUTS. The implementation of those objectives has been most difficult and unanimity has not always been attained at every step in the evolvement of CUTS. In retrospect, the
Committee members may well have sinned and erred at some points. If so, it is our desire to
repent and also seek our brothers’ forgiveness. While acknowledging this, it is the Committee’s
desire to see CUTS continue and enlarge its ministry. To this end, the Committee seeks the
wisdom of the General Assembly as we pursue this project with the prayer that this good work
that has been undertaken can continue with the support of the OPC by General Assembly
approval.
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The Assembly recessed at 10:02 a.m. and reconvened at 10:22 a.m.
Mr. Galbraith introduced to the Assembly the Rev. Bruce R. Backensto,fraternal delegate
of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America, and the Rev. Benjamin J. Becksvoort,
fraternal delegate of the Christian Reformed Church. On motion Messrs. Backensto and
Becksvoort were seated as corresponding members.
Mr. Bosgraf addressed the Assembly regarding SAVE Teams.
The floor was declared open for nominations to the Committee on Home Missions and
Church Extension. The following were nominated: Ministers-Aquila, L. D. Conard, Barry R.
Hofford, Ronald J. McKenzie, Petty, and Tyson; Ruling Elders-Robert L. Ayres (Caney),
Guerrin, Hardesty, Kramm, and Smith.
The Moderator later announced the election of the Rev. Messrs. Aquila, Hofford, and
Tyson and Ruling Elders Ayers and Hardesty to the class of 1984, and Ruling Elders Kramm
and Smith to the classes of 1983 and 1982 respectively.
Mr. Mitchell presented the report of the committee on Financial Oversight as follows:

REPORT OF
THE COMMITTEE ON FINANCIAL OVERSIGHT
The Forty-seventh General Assembly erected a special committee consisting of representatives from the Committees on Christian Education, Foreign Missions, Home Missions,
and Stewardship, and the Trustees of the General Assembly, “to study the policies and procedures of financial oversight within the denominational standing committees and report to the
Forty-eighth General Assemhly with recommendations (if any) concerning that oversight . . .”
(Minutes, 47th G. A., pp. 106, 227f.).
The special committee recommends to the Forty-eighth General Assembly that the Committee on Stewardship be charged with the responsibility for (a) contracting for the annual
audits of the financial records of the Committees on Christian Education, Foreign Missions,
Home Missions and Church Extension, and Stewardship, (b) apportioning the cost to the
respective committees, and (c) reporting the audit results for each committee to that committee
and to the General Assembly.
Respectfully submitted,
John J. Mitchell
Mr. D. R. Miller presented the report of Advisory Committee #4 concerning this report (cf.
p. 115).
It was moved to adopt the recommendation of the Committee on Financial Oversight.
It was moved to amend the pending question as recommended in Section 5 of the report of
Advisory Committee #4 (cf. p. 115).
It was moved to delete the words “at cost” from the pending amendment.
On motion the amendment and its pending amendment were referred to the Committee on
Stewardship for report and possible recommendation to the 49th General Assembly.
The pending question (the recommendation of the Committee on Financial Oversight) was
carried.
Mr. Stonehouse, Chairman of the Committee on Foreign Missions presented its report. On
motion the report was ordered included in the Minutes without being read aloud.
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REPORT OF
THE COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN MISSIONS
Through its Committee on Foreign Missions the Orthodox Presbyterian Church seeks to
fulfill its task of proclaiming to the world that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, came into the world
to reconcile sinners to God so that they can worship and serve him. Whether the work of a
particular missionary is street evangelism or teaching, literature or medicine, it is always Christ
the Redeemer who is proclaimed by word and deed, During 1980 a total of 14 career missionaries, three short-term missionaries, eight missionary associates and three builders worked
in six different fields: Egypt, the Middle East, Kenya, Japan, Korea and Taiwan with a brief
ministry to Uganda also. One new career missionary was sent to Kenya and three short-term
missionaries were sent, one each to Egypt, the Middle East and Uganda. The Committee
continued to investigate new opportunities in Mexico and Uganda, and sought new ways for
sending more missionaries in spite of the rapidly escalating costs of living and working abroad.
The following were on the foreign missionary rolls of the church at the end of 1980:
ACTIVE
EgYPt
The Rev. and Mrs. Donald G. Buchanan, Jr.
The Rev. and Mrs. George R. Cottenden
The Rev. and Mrs. Dwight H. Poundstone
Japan
The Rev. and Mrs. Calvin K. Cummings, Jr.
The Rev. and Mrs. David M. Moore
The Rev. and Mrs. George Y. Uomoto
Kenya
Teuntje de Ruiter, R.N.
Grietje S. Rietkerk, M.D.
Cornelia J. Van Galen, R.N.
Korea
The Rev. and Mrs. W. Ralph English
The Rev. and Mrs. Theodore Hard
The Rev. and Mrs. Young J. Son
Middle East
The Rev. and Mrs. Victor B. Atallah
Taiwan
The Rev. and Mrs. Steven R. Hake
The Rev. and Mrs. Robert L. Marshall
The Rev. and Mrs. Lendall H. Smith
ON LEAVE O F ABSENCE

The Rev. and Mrs. John S. Mason
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EMERITUS
The Rev.
The Rev.
The Rev.
The Rev.
The Rev.

and
and
and
and
and

Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.

Egbert W. Andrews
Clarence W. Duff
Richard B. Gaffin
Bruce F. Hunt
R. Heber McJlwaine

CHANGES IN PERSONNEL
The Rev. and Mrs. Atallah began a special short-term assignment to the Middle East on
January 2 in cooperation with the Back to God Hour of the Christian Reformed Church. The
Atallahs reside in Oak Lawn, Illinois, and Mr. Atallah makes two trips each year to several
Middle East countries.
Miss de Ruiter arrived in Kenya on June 2 after being appointed by the Committee for
service as a medical missionary with the Kenya Mission of World Presbyterian Missions of the
Reformed Presbyterian Church, Evangelical Synod. She is a member of the Christian Reformed
Church of Gravenzande, Holland and previously served for six years as a medical missionary to
Tanzania. She is stationed in Muruu with the other medical missionaries.
The Rev. and Mrs. Poundstone arrived in Egypt on July 26 for a special short-term assignment in Alexandria with our Egypt Mission. Mr. Poundstone is a retired OPC minister from
Santa Barbara, CA.
The Rev. and Mrs. Steltzer were given a five-year leave of absence when they returned
from Ethiopia in June 1975. The Committee has no further assignment for the Steltzers and
therefore has removed them from its rolls. Mr. Steltzer is pastor of Emmanuel 0. P. Church of
Wilmington, DE.

FURLOUGHS
The Rev. and Mrs. English returned to Korea with their children on July 30, 1980, following
a thirteen-month furlough in the United States.
The Rev. and Mrs. Cottenden began an eleven-month furlough during the summer after a
three-year term in Egypt. The Committee granted them an early furlough so that they could
have an uninterrupted period on the field for language study. They expect to return to Egypt in
June 1981.
The Rev. and Mrs. Hard began a one-year furlough in August 1980 going first to India for
nine months of study and research. They plan to come to the United States in April 1981 to write
and itinerate and then to return to Korea in August 1981.
The Rev. and Mrs. Marshall completed a special four-month furlough during 1980. They
arrived in the United States with their children on May 1 and returned to Taiwan on August 27.
The Rev. and Mrs. Uomoto arrived in the United States on June 18, 1980, for an elevenmonth furlough after a term of four years on the field. They expect to return to Japan after the
meeting of the General Assembly.
The Rev. and Mrs. Hake have been granted an eleven-month furlough from Taiwan beginning in the summer of 1981.
The Rev. and Mrs. Son have been granted an eleven-month furlough from Korea beginning
in July 1981.
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The following served as missionary associates during 1980:
Mr. and Mrs. Henderson Cutler, Yamagata, Japan (since July 1979)
Mr. Thomas Gault, 11, Taichung, Taiwan (since August 1979)
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Kyle, Pusan, Korea (since August 1979)
Miss Michelle Meyer, Yamagata, Japan (September 1979 to May 1980)
Miss Wilma Siebenga, Kaohsiung, Taiwan (since August 1978)
Mr. Ross West, Yamagata, Japan (since October 1980)

Mr. and Mrs. Cutler are teaching the Moores’ children and also teach some conversational
English classes for Japanese nationals.
Mr. Gault, a member of the Calvary 0. P. Church of La Mirada, CA teaches high school
classes at the Morrison Christian Academy.

Dr. and Mrs. Kyle are from the Cedarloo 0. P. Church, Cedar Falls, Iowa. Dr. Kyle works
as a neurosurgeon and neuroradiologist at the Gospel Hospital in Pusan.
Miss Meyer, from the Bethel 0. P. Church, Ft. Lauderdale, FL, taught conversational
English to Japanese nationals.
Miss Siebenga, from the Covenant 0. P. Church, Pittsburgh, PA, teaches at the Morrison
Christian Academy.
Mr. West, from the El Camino 0. P. Church, Goleta, CA, teaches conversational English
to Japanese nationals.
In addition to these missionary associates who are serving in our Oriental mission fields,
three builders have gone from our churches to assist with construction work for the Kenya
Mission of the Reformed Presbyterian Church, Evangelical Synod, where our medical missionaries serve. Mr. Robert Swett from the Second Parish 0. P. Church of Portland, ME and the
Rev. and Mrs. Arthur Riffel from the Presbytery of Northern California have returned to the
United States after working in Kenya for a portion of 1980. Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Moncrieff
from the First 0. P. Church of Sunnyvale, CA arrived in Kenya in October 1980 and are still
working there.
The Rev. Harvie M. Conn, a member of the Committee, was sent to Uganda for the month
of June to minister to the people and to determine whether conditions warranted the sending of
missionary families there.
REPORTS ON THE FIELDS
EGYPT
Political, economic and social conditions in Egypt remained fairly stable in 1980 although
inflation, seen especially in the increasing prices of basic foods, has now pushed the cost-ofliving index above that for the United States. However, religious tensions between Christians
and Muslims have grown noticeably and again indicate that our time to work there may be short.
Personnel und Ministries
At the end of 1979, Mr. Cottenden accepted the call of the Committee on Foreign Missions
to continue his service in Egypt as a career missionary. This decision meant that 1980 began
with two career missionaries on the field. Early in the year the Mission and the Committee
agreed that the Cottendens should take their furlough in 1980-81 rather than in 1981-82 as
originally planned, for reasons of health and reorientation to language study. The Cottendens
departed in mid-summer and were replaced on a temporary basis by the Poundstones. Thus the
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Buchanan family was on the field for the entire year, and the Cottendens and Poundstones for
approximately one-half year each. All of the personnel are located in Alexandria.
During the year the Buchanans were primarily engaged in the study of the Arabic language.
Mr. Buchanan preached occasionally at the Community Church in Alexandria and also in some
of the Evangelical (Presbyterian) Churches. He conducted an evening worship service and
preached regularly to the University students and some others at the Christian Fellowship
Center. Late in the year Mr. Poundstone took over this ministry so that Mr. Buchanan could
attend Arabic worship services at an Evangelical Church and begin teaching a course at the
Ragib Basha Bible Institute on Tuesday evenings. Both Mr. and Mrs. Buchanan taught Sunday
school at the Community Church and Mrs. Buchanan taught a class for pre-schoolers in the
summer program of the Shutz School.

I

For the first seven months of 1980, Mr. Cottenden pastored the Community Church in
Alexandria, teaching the adult class, conducting the morning worship services and the midweek Bible study and prayer service. He also conducted weekly Bible studies at the Christian
Fellowship Center and at the Ragib Basha Bible Institute, and a study of the Shorter Catechism
twice a month for the youth meeting of the Ibrahamieh Evangelical Church. In addition to these
ministries, he worked with leaders of the Synod of the Nile to publish several Reformed books
in Arabic, and preached occasionally in several churches. Mrs. Cottenden taught in the Schutz
School, assisted with worship services through playing the piano and provided hospitality.
During the last half of the year the Cottendens have been on furlough in the United States and
have been engaged in furlough ministries to the churches.
The Poundstones accepted a short-term appointment to Egypt to carry on the English
language ministries of the Mission while the Cottendens were on furlough and provide fellowship for the Buchanans. Mr. Poundstone served as pastor of the Community Church and carried
on the Friday evening Bible study and fellowship time at the Christian Fellowship Center. The
work with University students from the Sudan grew considerably under his leadership. He also
accepted invitations to speak in some other churches. Mrs. Poundstone continued the ministry
of music and hospitality formerly done by Mrs. Cottenden.

I

Evaluation and Future
The Egypt Mission continued to function in 1980 along the same lines it has followed since
the amval of the Rev. W. Benson Male in 1975. It engaged primarily in a ministry to Englishspeaking foreigners and Egyptians, and to a lesser extent reached Arabic speakers through the
use of translators. The notable change from previous years was the commitment of one missionary to full-time language study. The other missionary will do this also upon his return from
furlough. Proficiency in the national language should open a number of new avenues for service.
Egypt continues to be an attractive field. It lacks some of the freedom found in Lebanon,
but offers a friendly and stable environment. In spite of attempts to isolate the country, Egypt
still has enormous influence in the Middle East. Yet, because of restrictions, our work there
must be essentially that of church strengthening, not church planting. Evangelism is done
quietly and individually. In the meantime the Evangelical (Presbyterian) Church is courted
continually by the World Council of Churches which offers money and prestige, and there is
before us a great challenge to help the Presbyterians hold fast to the Word of God.

MIDDLE EAST
The continuing tense atmosphere in the Middle East is a constant reminder of the complexity of the religio-political nature of the region. This tension accompanied a new wave of Islamic
fanaticism and militancy. Political and religious enmities have produced open warfare between
factions in Lebanon, and also among the armies of Lebanon, Syria and Israel. Refugees from
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the war between Iraq and Iran flooded into Jordan, while Libya threatened its neighbors. In it
all, the sovereign Lord of history opened doors for the gospel.
A New Ministry

On January 2, 1980, the Rev. Mr. Atallah began a two-dimensional work aimed at forming
indigenous Reformed churches in the Middle East. Residing with his wife and children at Oak
Lawn, Illinois, he corresponded with listeners to the Arabic broadcasts of the Back to God
Hour of the Christian Reformed Church as a member of their staff. He also made two trips
during the year to minister personally to some of these correspondents. He responded to
listeners in almost all the Arabic-speaking countries as well as Arabic-speaking residents of
countries in Europe and other regions. His trips, under the direction of the Committee on
Foreign Missions, were made to Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, Egypt and Tunisia. He also did some
writing and translation work. In Egypt he also contacted our Egypt Mission as well as some of
the pastors of the Evangelical Churches to work out methods for doing more follow-up work
there.
Evaluation and Future
Many Muslims are searching for better answers as they grow increasingly disenchanted and
disillusioned with Islam and earnestly look for alternatives. The number of Muslim listeners
who have written in response to the broadcast during the second half of 1980 has increased
considerably, even though the total number of letters had declined a bit. Although travelling
takes Mr. Atallah away from his family for several weeks at a time and often proves to be
exhausting, it is this aspect of the work that he judges to be the most useful while not minimizing
the importance of correspondence in ministering to people’s needs in ways not possible otherwise. The present arrangement between the Back to God Hour and the Committee on Foreign
Missions for the ministry of Mr. Atallah has two more years to go, and then will be reevaluated.
In undertaking this ministry to the Middle East, the Committee adopted the following
agreement between the Back to God Hour of the Christian Reformed Church and the Committee on Foreign Missions of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church for the services of the Rev.
Victor B. Atallah:
1. The Back to God Hour will employ Mr. Atallah as a member of its staff.
2. Mr. Atallah will receive from the Back to God Hour the regular staff salary for a person
in his position and with his experience. A portion of Mr. Atallah’s salary will be officially
designated as a housing allowance, and he will be enrolled in the hospitalization plan of the Back
to God Hour and be covered by its travel insurance policy. He will be given a paid vacation in
accordance with the policy of the Back to God Hour.
3. Mr. Atallah will continue his enrollment in the Orthodox Presbyterian Church pension
plan and Social Security equivalence fund (an amount equal to one-half of his Social Security
tax will be invested in the Retirement Equity Fund of the pension plan).
4. During the time that Mr. Atallah is working in the office of the Back to God Hour his
work will be supervised by the Back to God Hour administration.
5 . During each year, Mr. Atallah will arrange two trips to the Middle East in order to
contact people who have responded to broadcasts of the Back to God Hour, seeking to instruct
them with a view to their being gathered into indigenous Reformed churches.
6. Mr. Atallah’s total time abroad during each year will not exceed three months unless he
wishes to take a portion of his vacation while abroad. While he is abroad, Mr. Atallah’s work
will be supervised by the Committee on Foreign Missions.

7. The Back to God Hour will send a statement each quarter to the Committee on Foreign
Missions giving the amounts of salary, benefits and expenses for Mr. Atallah for the quarter.
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The Committee on Foreign Missions will add any amounts it has paid for Mr. Atallah, divide the
total by one-fourth, subtract from this one-fourth any amounts paid directly for Mr. Atallah, and
remit the remainder to the Back to God Hour. At the end of the year, the Committee on Foreign
Missions will remit to the Back to God Hour any expenses for travel abroad which exceed
one-fourth of the total of Mr. Atallah’s salary, benefits and expenses.
8. Mr. Atallah may be requested to visit and speak in churches’in the United States on
behalf of the Back to God Hour and of the Committee on Foreign Missions. His primary
responsibility will be to speak in Christian Reformed Churches on behalf of the Back to God
Hour. Ordinarily no more than one-fourth of Mr. Atallah’s speaking engagements will be in
Orthodox Presbyterian Churches on behalf of the Committee on Foreign Missions.
9. The Back to God Hour will coordinate Mr. Atallah’s ministry to churches in the United
States, and will make local arrangements for his speaking engagements in Christian Reformed
Churches. The Committee on Foreign Missions will make arrangements for Mr. Atallah’s
speaking engagements in Orthodox Presbyterian Churches in consultation with the Back to God
Hour.

10. Expenses for Mr. Atallah’s speaking engagements in churches in the United States will
be included as part of the expenses of his total ministry. Any reimbursements for expenses and
designated gifts for his ministry will be applied toward his total expenses and his salary.
11. Mr. Atallah may retain any honoraria received for speaking in churches and any gifts
clearly intended to be personal.
12. Upon the accomplishment of Mr. Atallah’s ministry abroad and on the basis of a
recommendation of Mr. Atallah, the Back to God Hour and the Committee on Foreign Missions
will consult further regarding the possibility of working out a cooperative agreement for future
work.

JAPAN
A highly successful technological society competing in the world’s marketplaces; a race
intensely proud of its ancient cultural heritage and its modern achievements; a people clinging
firmly to Buddhist and Shinto traditions, now showing signs of comeback after the catastrophic
defeat of World War TI; a nation heavily crowded with 120 million people in an area the size of
California, yet with streets safe to walk at night; a Christian community numbering less than one
percent of the people; a country still heavily influenced by patterns of thought and behavior
hanging on from its feudal age-these are part of the puzzle which confronts the missionary who
labors in Japan today, complicate the presentation of the gospel and influence the response of
the people to it.

Personnel u nd Ministries
In 1980 the OPC Japan Mission consisted of three missionary families: the Cummingses,
Moores and Uomotos. The Cummingses and Moores were on the field for the entire year while
the Uomotos began an eleven-month furlough in June. Each of the families was located in a
different city. The Cummingses lived the entire year in Tokyo where they were engaged full
time in language study. They regularly participated in the Sunday school and morning worship
of a Reformed Church, where Mr. Cummings also gave an explanation of the Shorter Catechism
in English to a group of high school students. The Cummingses entertained many of the families
from the congregation in their home and visited some of their homes. They conducted a
neighborhood Bible study class twice each month. They expect to finish their formal language
study in June and move to Sendai in August. Their family increased during the year when the
Lord gave them a daughter.
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The Moores were located in Yamagata City where Mr. Moore engaged in church-planting
work in connection with the Yamagata Chapel with the assistance of a PCA missionary, the
Rev. Kazuhiko Yaegashi. Mr. Moore filled many requests to speak to various kinds of groups
on many subjects, worked regularly with the boys at a Reform School, helped with translation
problems and served as headmaster of Yamagata Christian School.

I

The Uomotos were located in Sendai for the first part of the year before returning to the
United States on furlough. Mr. Uomoto was engaged in church-planting work in connection
with the Nakayama Chapel which met in his home. He also conducted several evangelistic
neighborhood Bible studies and assisted in the formation of an institute for training church
leaders through theological education by extension. The Uomotos exceeded twenty-five years
of service as missionaries to Japan during this last term.
Evaluation and Future

I

Church growth in Japan has been slow, and the OPC mission work there is no exception.
Far from seeing mass movements of peoples to the Lord, evangelism in Japan is a matter of
slow, patient work with individuals, families and small groups, especially in the Tohoku (the
northeast section of Honshu, Japan’s largest island). The major problem, at least on the human
level, seems to be that the Japanese people have not yet seen what Christ can do for them in
their daily lives, and generally tend to regard Christianity as one more religious organization
looking for ways to deprive people of their money.
KOREA
Political upheaval, ecclesiastical strife, student riots an the closing of schools all made
mission work more difficult in Korea in 1980. The formati$Iof a new administration under
President Chun after the murder of President Park and subsequent student uprisings in the
Kwangju area contributed to the turmoil, and schools were closed throughout Korea for most of
the spring. However, by the end of the year the country seemed to be more stabilized and
elections were due early in 1981. The Hapdong Presbyterian Church lost 500 congregations in a
split, and their largest school, the General Assembly Seminary in Seoul, was also divided.
However, the Pusan area remained relatively quiet and the Kosin Presbyterian Church enjoyed
peace. In spite of the strife in the Hapdong Church, it continued to grow and to expand into new
areas. It remains the largest of several Presbyterian bodies in Korea.
Personnel and Ministries

The Korea Mission consisted of three families during 1980, but only one, the Sons, were on
the field the entire year. The Englishes were on furlough the first half of the year, while the
Hards went to India in August for a study furlough.
Upon returning with his family from furlough, Mr. English.took up residence once more in
Pusan and resumed his previous ministries. These consisted of preaching in small Korean
country churches, teaching a course on audio-visuals at the Korea (Kosin) Seminary, conducting audio-visual ministries for the Korean churches, the selling of English theological books and
some relief work. Mrs. English resumed her work of teaching their four sons and also served as
the mission treasurer.
While the Hards were in Korea during the first part of the year they were also located in
Pusan. Mr. Hard served as professor and as librarian for the Korea Seminary, teaching several
courses and also doing a great deal of paper work while the school was closed because of
political turmoil. His preaching in Korean churches also increased because of schools closing.
In addition he served as publication secretary for the Korea Society for Reformed Faith and
Action, camed on Mr. English’s book sales ministry while he was on furlough, was extensively
engaged in relief work and audio-visual ministries and did some writing. Mrs. Hard served as
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mission treasurer before their furlough. In India, Mr. Hard with his wife’s help did extensive
research in Eastern religions in preparation for future teaching and writing. Both taught courses
and helped with library work at the Presbyterian Seminaries (WPM). The Hards have completed
twenty-five years of missionary service.
Located in the Korean Capital, Seoul, the Sons were on the field the entire year and were
extensively engaged in mission work. Mr. Son taught at five different seminaries carrying on a
very heavy course load, and conducted classes in his own home during the time that the schools
were closed. He also preached about 160 times, conducted student rallies and leadership training sessions, translated and spoke for a missions conference in the Philippines, toured ten cities
and translated for Dr. Francis Steele’s missions rallies, and served as translation and publication secretary for the KSRFA after the Hards went on furlough. He also did church-planting and
relief work. Mrs. Son taught English courses in two seminaries and conducted two Bible study
classes for women in addition to her language study. She also joined her husband in conducting
a series of classes in international marriage for American service people.
Evuluation and Future

The mission work of the OPC in Korea has been well received and has proved to be very
effective. Although it has been largely a church-strengthening work in recent years, nevertheless the missionaries continue to have a vision and concern for evangelism and church planting.
Each of the missionaries has his own unique gifts and ministries and is contantly engaged in a
process of reevaluation to see where and how he might minister most effectively.
The Korean Presbyterian churches continue to grow in spite of much strife and many
problems. There are no restrictions on the work of our missionaries or on the ministry of the
churches. A new vision for penetrating Korea itself with the gospel, and for reaching also to
other lands is apparent. Our Mission wishes to encourage this vision and help to implement it.
KENYA
The medical ministry which was begun in Kenya during 1979 in cooperation with the World
Presbyterian Mission Board of the Reformed Presbyterian Church, Evangelical Synod, made
good progress and witnessed several advances in 1980.
Dr. Rietkerk and Miss Van Galen were joined in June 1980 by Miss de Ruiter who had six
years experience as a missionary nurse in Tanzania. Although all three medical workers are
from Holland, they are fluent in English as well as Dutch.
Dr. Rietkerk and Miss Van Galen finished their basic language study by the end of 1979 and
began the medical work full-time in 1980. With the assistance of three builders from the OPC,
Messrs. Swett, Riffel and Moncrieff, the Family Care Center was constructed in Gai and was
put into use. In addition to treating sick people and delivering babies there, the medical missionaries also started training classes for national medical workers and nutrition classes for
mothers of malnourished children. Because of a growing famine, a feeding\program for children
was also put into operation. Two out-clinics were started in outlying‘areas.
Miss de Ruiter worked two days a week in the clinics while carrying on the regular program
of language study. A verbal gospel witness accompanied the practical demonstration of Christ’s
love through medical help and relief of suffering. Every week people came to know the Lord
and the churches grew.
TAIWAN
The overall ,p.olitical and economic situation in Taiwan during 1980 has been relatively
stable. The island continues to prosper and has diversified its trade in recent months. Yet
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worldwide inflation and economic stagnation have also taken their toll on Taiwan, slowing
somewhat the sizzling growth rate. Reaction to the election of Mr. Ronald Reagan to the U.S.
presidency has been very favorable, as Mr. Reagan has visited Taiwan and has advocated close
ties between the United States and Taiwan.
Personnel N nd Ministries

At the end of 1980 the Taiwan Mission was comprised of four families, the Hakes, Mars h a h and Smiths from the OPC, and the Oppelaars who are associate missionaries sent by the
Reformed Churches of New Zealand. All of the families were on the field for the entire year with
the exception of the Marshalls who were on furlough for four months in the United States during
the middle of the year.
The Hakes were located in Kaohsiung during 1980. They assisted and sought to strengthen
two Reformed Presbyterian Churches. Mr. Hake preached, discipled potential leaders and
encouraged fellowship and outreach. Mrs. Hake visited members and encouraged them in a
visitation program. About the middle of the year Mr. Hake, assisted by his wife, began a
systematic church-planting program. They distributed literature, showed evangelistic films and
called on people in five separate areas of the city including the neighborhood where they live.
The year was evenly divided into thirds for the Marshalls. The first four months were spent
in Hsinchu, where Mr. Marshall worked with the Reformed Presbyterian Church. During the
period from May through August they were on furlough in the United States and engaged in
furlough ministries. Upon their return to Taiwan the Marshalls moved to Kaohsiung, where Mr.
Marshall assisted the two Reformed Presbyterian Churches, and began planning for an
evangelistic outreach.
The Oppelaars spent the entire year in Taichung. There they were engaged in a new
church-planting endeavor which centered in their home. A weekly evangelistic Bible study was
conducted for people who were recruited through tract distribution and personal witness. Mr.
Oppelaar also gave some assistance to the Reformed Presbyterian Church in Taichung.
The Smiths spent the whole year in Taichung, where Mr. Smith assisted the Chung Ming
Church, preached in some other Reformed Presbyterian Churches and struggled with the building program of the Mission. During this time he also engaged in a review of the Taiwanese
language. He is evaluating his ministry and seeking direction for his future work.
Evuluation and Future

While there is still concern for the long-range future of Taiwan politically, the present
opportunities before us there are great. Our Taiwan Mission has urgently requested that two
more families be sent to strengthen the work in the Taiwanese language, and have judged that
for greatest effectiveness they should be self-supporting.
Although there has not been much movement in the direction of reconciliation between the
two presbyteries of the Reformed Presbyterian Church during the past year, our Mission continued to work for closer ties between them and between individual congregations also. Our
missionaries hope and pray for greater unity believing that evident love among the brethren is
essential for God’s blessing upon his people. There has been evidence of progress towards the
indigenization of the national church with less dependency upon the missionaries and on foreign
funds. However, there remains a definite need for more national pastors and church leaders.
The Mission is still wrestling with its evangelistic task. It recognizes that this task is central
to its overall work. Yet how best to evangelize the Taiwanese people and plant churches among
them remains a problem. The missionaries have committed themselves to greater personal
efforts in evangelism, and to train, exhort and encourage the national church to greater zeal and
faithfulness in evangelistic outreach at home and abroad.
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NEW FIELDS, PRIORITIES AND PROGRAMS
New Fields

During 1980 the Committee on Foreign Missions continued its evaluation of Mexico and
Uganda as possible new fields for future work.
The Committee worked with the Missions Committee of the Presbytery of Southern
California to draw up a specific proposal for a joint mission work in northern Baja California.
Consultations were held, a survey was made of the field, and a specific proposal is now being
formulated.
The Committee sent the Rev. Harvie M. Conn to Uganda for the month of June to engage in
ministry and to make an evaluation of the need and conditions there for mission work. Because
of evident dangers and difficult living conditions it was decided to postpone the sending of
missionaries there on a permanent basis. Dr. Conn made another trip to Uganda in January
1981. His report and recommendations are now being evaluated.
Priorities

After taking into account the needs of the various fields for reinforcement, and the financial
outlook for the next three years, the Committee on Foreign Missions made the following
decisions concerning priorities:
I . To actively seek to send tentmaker missionaries to Japan as quickly as possible;

2. To make efforts to recruit at least two prospective participants for a tentmaker program on
Taiwan;
3. To ask the General Secretary to place his recruiting efforts primarily in securing tentmaker
missionaries.
New Program

The Committee on Foreign Missions adopted the following program for self-supporting
missionaries:

TENTMAKERS
I . DEFINITION: Tentmakers are missionaries who are appointed by the Committee on
Foreign Missions to a field of service, especially to unreached people groups, but who
support themselves.

2. PURPOSE: Tentmakers shall ordinarily be appointed as missionaries to fields (people
groups) which are not being reached by other personnel. They shall be self-supporting in
order to: (a) gain access to unreached people; (b) increase the effectiveness of their missionary work in certain situations; (c) and overcome limitations on the Committee’s financial ability to send out more missionaries.
3. QUALIFICATIONS: Four basic qualifications are required for Tentmakers: (a) spiritual
maturity; (b) a thorough knowledge of the Bible and of its teaching; (c) ability to communicate the gospel to others; (d) a skill that will enable Tentmakers to be self-employed or else
have sufficient personal financial resources to provide for their own living expenses.
4. TRAINING: Ordinarily a minimum of one year of training in an approved Bible college or

seminary with concentration on Bible, and a minimum of one year of active participation in
teaching and evangelism within the context of a Presbyterian/Reformed congregation will
be required.

80

FORTY-EIGHTH
GENERAL
ASSEMBLY

5 . SCREENING: All Tentmaker applicants will be processed through the same steps for

testing of gifts which are required of other applicants for missionary service (see Manual
6.3).
6. APPOINTMENT: Unordained Tentmakers will be appointed by the Committee on Foreign
Missions and commissioned for service in the same manner as other unordained candidates
for missionary service (Manual 6.1).
7. CALL, ORDINATION: Tentmakers who are eligible for ordination may follow the same
procedure of calling and ordination as other candidates for missionary service who are so
qualified (Manual 6.1). They may also serve as unordained Tentmakers if desirable for
strategic reasons.

8. PRE-FIELD ORIENTATION: Tentmakers who are appointed for service will be given the
same pre-field orientation as other missionary candidates (Manual 4.6.2).

9. TERMS OF SERVICE: Tentmakers must plan to serve for a minimum of three years.
However, exceptions may be made to this requirement because of circumstances of
employment. Tentmakers are encouraged to undertake service for at least ten years.
10. SUPPORT AND BENEFITS: It is intended that Tentmakers will be entirely selfsupporting and will not need any financial assistance from the Committee. However, in
exceptional cases the Committee may be able to provide some assistance with costs of
living and other expenses. Such arrangements will be determined at the option of the
Committee and on an individual basis.
11. FIELD EXPENSES: The Committee may at its option offer to reimburse Tentmakers for a

portion of expenses incurred as a consequence of doing missionary work. Budgets for such
expenses will ordinarily be approved on an annual basis and prior to the incumng of the
expense.
12. LANGUAGE STUDY: Tentmakers will be expected to work toward at least a conversational ability in the language of the people where serving. The Committee will assist with
the cost of language study when needed.
13. ASSIGNMENT: The Committee will seek to send Tentmakers to minister to unreached
people groups, and especially to groups not accessible to other missionaries. However,
assignments to fields of service and to type of ministry will be made by the Committee in
consultation with Tentmaker candidates, taking into consideration employment opportunities and demands, and the desirability of making provision for fellowship and co-labor
with other Christians.
14. SUPERVISION: The Committee will exercise oversight of Tentmakers and their service in
the same manner that it does over other missionaries (Manual 3.0). Where feasible a
mission will be established and will function according to the policies provided in the
Manual (Chapter 5 THE MISSION).
15. REPORTS: Reports will be required from Tentmakers just as they are from other mis-

sionaries (Manual 4.8.4).
16. FURLOUGHS: Furloughs for Tentmakers will be worked out individually taking into
account the requirements of employment. The Committee may be able to assist with costs
of travel to and from the field and with living expenses while on furlough. However such
arrangements will be made on an individual basis only and ordinarily before the Tentmaker
goes to the field.
17. FURLOUGH MINISTRIES: The Committee will pay the expenses for any ministries it
requests from Tentmakers while on furlough. Tentmakers may make arrangements personally with congregations or other groups for such ministries, but they will also be responsible
for arranging with such groups for reimbursement of any expenses.
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18. TERMINATION OF SERVICE: The service of,Tentmakers may be terminated by the
Tentmaker, by the Committee or by the Tentmaker’s employer. The Committee will seek as
it is able to assist Tentmakers whose service on the field is terminated to become gainfully
employed once more in the homeland, and to provide assistance with support until such
employment is obtained. However, the Committee cannot guarantee such assistance.

FINANCES
Contributions received for the Committee’s general fund during 1980 compared to the
budget were:

OPC
Non-OPC
Other

Received
$327,417
101,979
24,060

% of
Total
72.2
22.5
5.3

% of
Budget
107.8
92.7
109.4

Budgeted
$303,700
110,000
22,000

$453,456

100.0

104.

$435,700

It needs to be pointed out-that although receipts from the OPC were $23,717 more than the
Worldwide Outreach budget for 1980, the amount actually received includes three large contributions from individuals totaling $64,400. We rejoice in these gifts and pray that we may
continue to receive such designated contributions. We are grateful to the Lord that contributions to the general fund exceeded expenditures.
A summary of general fund receipts and expenditures for the last three years is as follows:

Receipts:
OPC
Non-OPC
Other

Expenditures :
Missionary Support
Administration
Promotion

Excess
(Deficiency)

1978

1979

1980

286,6 I 2
91,791
29,22 I

277,125
90,3 I2
34,632

327,417
101,979
24,060

407,624

402,069

453,456

292,432
105,001
10,295

322,264
86,652
15,062

346,730
91,617
12,644

407,728

423,978

450,991

(21,909)

2,465

( 104)

Comparison of contributions for the last three years indicates that any expected increases
in income will have to come from Orthodox Presbyterian sources. This trend was noted last
year. However, while the annual rate of increase for expenditures is averaging 15 percent, the
annual rate of increase for contributions from the OPC averages only 8.4 percent. These trends
are significant and show that in the future, either income from the OPC will have to increase, or
reductions will have to be made in the work.
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BUDGETS
The Committee on Foreign Missions has adopted the following budgets for presentation to
the Forty-Eighth General Assembly:
EXPENDITURES
Missionary Support
Promotion
Administration
TOTAL
RECEIPTS
Orthodox Presbyterian
Non-OPC
Other Income
TOTAL
Re serve Withdrawal

1981

1982

1983

1984

$389,830
10,000
96,900

$410,130
10,000
104,700

$491,3 10
10,000
113,000

$541,441
10,000
1 22,000

496,730

524,830

6 14,310

673,440

3 13,621
100,000
25,000

360,665
100,000
25,000

414,765
25,000

476,980
100,000
25,000

438,621

485,665

539,765

60 1,980

(58,109)

(39,165)

(74,545)

(71,460)

100,Ooo

Beginning Balance

85,585

27,476

(1 1,689)

(86,234)

Ending Balance

27,476

( I 1,689)

(86.234)

(157,694)

These budgets were constructed using the following guidelines:
1. Reach parity in salaries between foreign missionaries and home missionaries by 1983.
2. Continue the present level of ministries at home and abroad requiring a 10 percent per year
increase in missionary support and 8 percent per year increase for administration in order to
keep even with inflation.

3. Undertake no new work.

4. Increase receipts from Orthodox Presbyterian sources by 15 percent per year.
However, it can be readily observed that by the end of 1984 such budgets will produce a deficit
of over $150,000. In order to provide sufficient income for such expenditures, the Committee on
Foreign Missions will need.receipts from the Orthodox Presbyterian church as follows:

OPC Income
Other Income

1981

1982

1983

1984

356,147
125,000

398,885
125,000

446,750
125,000

500,360
125,000

481,147

523,885

57 I ,750

625,360

This represents the amount that the Committee on Foreign Missions would receive if the million
dollar Worldwide Outreach challenge is met in 1981 and an increase of 12 percent is received
each year after that.
If the General Assembly is unable to allocate and the church is unable to provide the funds
needed to meet the expenditures budgets that have been submitted, then the following items in
the budgets will be affected, with the amount of reduction in each item depending upon the
situation that the Committee faces at the time:
1. Freeze administrative salaries.

2. Reduce promotional expenditures.
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3. Reduce itineration of furloughing missionaries, and use more audio-visual presentations.
4. Abandon the plan of reaching parity in salaries between foreign and home missionaries.

5. Reduce field travel allowances for missionaries.
6. Reduce field forces by one missionary family.

SCHEDULE OF MISSIONARY SALARIES AND ALLOWANCES
The Committee made several changes in its schedule for missionary salaries and allowances during !980. The complete schedule with changes is presented below:
Salaries-Annual
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th
8th

for married missionaries:

Year of Service
$ 9,036
9,252
9,456
9,672
9,888
10,104
10,320
10,536
'

9th
10th
1 lth
12th
13th
14th
15th

Year of Service
$10,752
10,968
11,184
1 1,400
11,616
11,832
12,048

Beyond 15 years of service the minimum base salary is $12,264.
Salary scale for a single missionary: 75% of the above.
A missionary is entitled to full salary and allowances whether or not he receives Social Security
retirement benefits. The Controller will investigate how such a person may receive maximum
income.
Salary Supplements
1. Cost of Living and Dollar Exchange.
The Committee makes periodic adjustments for changes in cost of living and currency
exchange rates using indices and tables obtained from a professional service.
2. Housing and Utilities-lOO%.
3. Medical Costs-all including prescriptions except that a $50 annual deductible per family
will be paid by the missionary.
4. Travel on Field-All

except personal.

5. Travel To and From Field-All.

6. Pension Plan-Full

premium.

7. Social Security Tax-50% if elected. Otherwise, an equivalent amount will be invested in the
Retirement Equity Fund of the Pension Plan.
8. Income Tax on Field-Excess

above 100% of U.S. Income Tax.

9. Education for Dependent Children.
a. Allowance shall be only for'dependent children (e.g. not for married children).
b. Allowance shall be limited to five children.
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c . Allowance shall extend from kindergarten through four years of college.
d. Eligibility for allowance in college shall terminate no later than the 22nd birthday, except
that eligibility for sons of missionaries shall be extended by the length of the initial term of
his military service. Thus eligibility shall not extend beyond age 25.
e. Allowance shall be paid only while the child is regularly enrolled and attending a full-time
course at a school approved by the Committee. A full-time college course shall be at least
13 hours per semester or the equivalent. If a child fails to complete a term for which
allowances have been paid, for reasons other than illness or contrary to the wishes of the
parents, the allowance paid for that term by the Committee shall be refunded to the
Committee.
f. The amount of the allowance to be paid by the Committee shall be:
(1) For each eligible child taught by parents at home-$500 per year plus cost of books
and supplies.
(2) Tuition as follows:
Kindergarten through grade 12-all in excess of $200 per child at a school approved
by the Committee.

College(a) Every effort to obtain scholarship for tuition, room and board (including “G.I.”
assistance) shall be made by the student and the parents before applying for an
allowance.
(b) 50% of the percentage of tuition-room-board which would be his parents’ responsibility after scholarships.
(3) Room at boarding school, through high school.
(4) Board at boarding school, through high school, in whatever amount is in excess of
$280 per child per year.
(5) Travel.
(a) To a school in a foreign country through high school-all trips necessitated by
school policy.
(b) To a school or college in the United States-one way from the mission field to the
school, by the most direct route and minimum fare available.
ADMINISTRATION
Those serving as officers of the Committee at the end of the year were President, Bernard J.
Stonehouse; Vice-president, Leslie A. Dunn; Secretary, Newman deHaas; Treasurer, William
A. Haldeman.
Committees for the year were as follows:
Executive Committee
Chairman, B. J . Stonehouse; Secretary, N. deHaas; L. A. Dunn, T. J . Georgian,
W. A. Haldeman, E. C. Urban
Standing Committees (first named is chairman)
Egypt/Middle East-D. J . Duff, J. W. Mahaffy
Japan-T. J. Georgian, D. A. George
Korea-L. A. Dunn, N. deHaas
Taiwan-N. E. Byer, E. C. Urban
Candidates-R. B. Gaffin, Jr., H. M. Conn, W. E. Viss
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New Fields-B. J. Stonehouse, G. A. Van Der Heide
Finance-W. A. Haldeman, H. R. Muether
Conference-H. M. Conn
General Secretary-Laurence N. Vail
Representative-at-Large-John P. Galbraith
Controller-Richard B. Miekley
Secretaries-Mrs. Leonard (Phyllis) McCombs, Mrs. Robert (Gladys) Kramm
ELECTIONS
The terms of the following members of the Committee expire at this Assembly:
Harvie M. Conn, Litt. D., Leslie A. Dunn, Richard B. Gaffin, Jr.,
Th.D.
Ruling Elders: Garret A. Van Der Heide, William E. Viss
Ministers:

REPORT OF THE TREASURER
The report of the Treasurer, as audited by Niessen, Dunlap and Pritchard, Certified Public
Accountants, is as follows:

To The Committee on Foreign Missions
of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Inc.
Philadelphia, PA 19126
We have examined the statement of assets and liabilities arising from cash transactions of
The Committee on Foreign Missions of The Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Inc., as of December 31, 1980, and the related statement of revenues, expenses, and changes in fund balances
for the year then ended. Except as explained in the following paragraph, our examination was
made in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and, accordingly, included such
tests of the accounting records and such other auditing procedures as we considered necessary
in the circumstances.
We did not examine evidence of ownership of foreign properties of the Capital Fund (stated
at $145,753). The nature of these assets does not permit the application of adequate alternative
procedures regarding such real estate.
As described in the Summary of Significant Accounting Policies, the Committee’s policy is
to prepare its financial statements on the basis of cash receipts and disbursements; consequently, certain revenue and the related assets are recognized when received rather than
when earned, and certain expenses are recognized when paid rather than when the obligation is
incurred. Accordingly, the accompanying financial statements are not intended to present financial position and results of operations in conformity with generally accepted accounting
principles.
Since we did not examine evidence of ownership of foreign properties of the Capital Fund
and we were unable to apply adequate alternative procedures regarding such assets, as noted in
the second preceding paragraph, the scope of our work was not sufficient to enable us to
express, and we do not express, an opinion on the financial statements referred to above.
NIESSEN, DUNLAP & PRITCHARD
Certified Public Accountants
February 20, 1981
Colmar, PA

(Note 8)

$639,597

$ 61,595
41,191
2,809
10,48 I
523,521

1,745
26,774
2,809
10,481
85,585

$127.394

$

-

$127,394

$639,597

$361,324

295,474

-

$ 59,850
6,000

47,156

-

-

$ 47,156

$

$ 47,156

$361,324

2,893
190,209

-

$ 31,075
10,000
6,08 I

James W.
Price
Litershire
Fund

-

8,416
58,392

-

13,465
3,638

-

-

$ 30,374
71,040

Capital
Fund

-

$ 84,106
181,040
6,081
41,190
58,392
13,465
21,364
233,959

$ 10,291
100,000

General
Fund

The accompanying notes are an integral part of the financial statements.

TOTAL LIABILITIES 8:
FUND BALANCES

Notes Payable (Note 7)
Inter-Fund Payables
Payroll Withholdings
Other Payables-Intermediary
Fund Balances

LIABILITIES & FUND BALANCES

TOTAL ASSETS

Cash (Note I )
Short Term Investments (Note 2)
Accounts Receivable
Inter-Fund Receivables
Notes Receivable (Note 3)
Advances to Missions (Note 4)
Investments (Note 5)
Real Estate (Note 6)

ASSETS

Total
All
Funds

6

$

3,200

-

3,080

-

-

-

-

120

Handyside
Memorial
Student
Sponsorship
Fund

$

$

$

$

462

462

-

-

462

-

-

-

462

Endowment
Fund

$

6,000

STATEMENT OF ASSETS & LIABILITIES
DECEMBER 31, 1980

$

$

$

$

-

679

679

-

-

-

679

442

-

-

-

237

Annuity
Fund

$

$

-

5,281

-

-

-

-

-

5,281

Insurance
Fund

-

17,577

-

-

$ 17,577

$

$ 17,577

11,311

-

-

$ 6,266

Missionary
Memorial
Fund

43,750

-

-

-

-

-

42,833

-

917

$ 43,750

$

$ 43,750

$

ment
Housing
Fund

,Retire-

-

26,774

-

-

26,774

-

-

$ 26,774

$

$ 26,774

%

Special
Projects
Fund

REVENUES

127,839

$ 85,585

53 1,774

2,203
(44,457)

$52332 I

-

8,607
44.457

3,278

I 1,885

-

1.063
10,822

-

-

$295,474

242,410

%

Capital
Fund

The accompanying notes are an integral part of the financial statements.

FUND BALANCE, END O F YEAR

Beginning of Year

FUND BALANCE

Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues
Over Expenses
Transfer Between Funds

(8,253)

-

450,993

561,791

Total Expenses

-

346,730
12,644
91,619

346,730
12,644
91.619
3,839
106,959

EXPENSES

Missionary Support
Promotion
Ofice & Administration
Interest on Notes Payable
Other

453.1%

13.371
10,428

-

$280,452
55,132
93,813

553.538

$280,452
55,132
168,795
5,718
28.5 13
14,928

General
Fund

Total Revenues

Contributions
Regular
Thank Offering
Designated
Other Contributions & Bequests
Interest & Dividends
Other Income

Total
All
Funds

44,643

-

2,513

-

2,513

$

3,200

3,012

-

I88

-

188

-

I88

2,513

-

-

-

-

-

$

-

-

$ 47,156

$

James W.
Price
Literature
Fund

Handyside
Memorial
Student
Sponsorship
Fund

-

$

-

Durling
Trust
Fund

$

-

Annuity
Fund

444
6,000
667
$
462
$ 6,000
$
679
---

$

Endowment
Fund

6,719

4,500

4,500

-

-

-

$ (2.219)

$

Insurance
Fund

$

$

0

25

(25)
-

25

-

-

-

Davies
Memorial
Fund

STATEMENT O F REVENUES, EXPENSES, & CHANGES IN F U N D BALANCES
FOR T H E YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1980

14,582

-

2.995

2.995

-

1,967
1,028

-

-

-

$ 17,577

$

Missionary
Memorial
Fund

41,841

-

992

I ,6%

2,688

-

-

2,688

-

-

$ 42,833

$

Retired
Housing
Fund

50.3 I I

-

(23,537)

98.5 19

98,5 19

-

74,982

-

74,982

-

$ 26,774

$

Special
Projects
Fund
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SUMMARY O F SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES
DECEMBER 31, 1980
The significant accounting policies followed by The Committee on Foreign Missions of The
Orthodox Presbyterian Church, TncG-are described below to enhance the usefulness of the
financial statements to the reader.
-.
BASIS O F FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
The accounting records of the Committee are maintained on a cash basis except that
interest not paid on the anniversary date of certain notes payable is added to the note balances.
FUND ACCOUNTING
In order to ensure observance of limitations and restrictions placed on the use of the
resources available to The Committee on Foreign Missions of The Orthodox Presbyterian
Church, Inc., the accounts are maintained in accordance with the principles of fund accounting.
This is the procedure by which resources for various purposes are classified for accounting and
reporting purposes into funds that are in accordance with activities or objectives specified.
Separate accounts are maintained for each fund; however, in the accompanying financial statements, funds that have similar characteristics have been combined into funded groups. Accordingly, all financial transactions have been recorded and reported by fund group.
VALUATION OF FIXED ASSETS
All acquisitions of property, except for real property, are expensed at the time of purchase.
Buildings are not depreciated.
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
DECEMBER 31, 1980
1. Cash

Capital fund cash in the amount of $7,938, equal to 25% of the demand notes payable, is
restricted by agreement (see Note 7).
2. Short Term Investments
Short term investments are recorded at cost. Short term investments of $181,040 as of
December 31, 1980, consist of the following:
Market
Value
cost
Fund

General

Money Market Certifjcates
First Pennsylvania Bank, 13.75%
Due 4/27/81

$100,000

$100,OOO

42,360

43,738

28,680

29,739

U S . Treasury

Capital

U.S.Treasury Bill, 11.718%

Capital

Due 4/21/81
Face Value
U.S. Treasury Bill, 8.867%
Due 2/5/81
Face Value

James W. Price Mem.

Certificutes of Deposit
First Pennsylvania Bank, 15.673%
Due 6/24/81

I0,Ooo

1o.Ooo

Total Short Term Investments

$18 1,040

$183,477

-
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NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
DECEMBER 31, 1980
(Continued)

3. Notes Receivable
Notes receivable in the amount of $58,392 are due from various missions and as of December 3 1 , 1980, consist of the following:

Due From
Egypt Mission
Japan Mission
Korea Mission
Taiwan Mission
Other

Amount
$ 5,780
1,800
8,037
37,655
5,120

Total Notes Receivable

$ 58,392

4. Advances to Missions

As of December 31, 1980, Advances to Missions in the amount of $13,465 consist of the
following:
Amount
$ 2,097
1,577
5,893
3,898

Due From
Japan Mission
Korea Mission
Taiwan Mission
Personal Advances
Total Advances to Missions

$ 13,465

5. Investments
Investments are recorded at cost. Investments of $21,364 as of December 3 1 , 1980, consist
of the following:

Face Value
or No. of
Shares
53 Shares
68 Shares

Fund
General
General

Investment
Ward Foods, common stock
Gulf & Western Ind.,
common stock

Total of General Fund
100 Shares

Capital
Capital

,

$1,000
Face Value

Duke Power Company,
common stock
U.S. Treasury Bond,
3%%, Due 6/15/83

Total of Capital Fund

cost
$ 2,506

Market
Value
$
689

1,132

1,079

3,638

1,768

2,181

1,812

712

868

2,893

2,680
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NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
DECEMBER 31, 1980
(Continued)

Handyside
Memorial

Face Value

Annuity

4 Shares

General Motors,
$5.00 preferred

Missionary
Memorial

$12,000

General Electric Co.,
debentures, 7*h%, Due 1996

$ 1,000

Face Value

The Committee on Home
Missions of The Orthodox
Presbyterian Church, Inc.,
6%%, Due 1996

TOTAL OF ALL FUNDS

3,080
3,080
442
168
11,311
7,995
!§ 21,364
$ 15,691
-

6. Real Estate

Fund
Capital

Property (at cost)
Administration Building, Melrose Park,
Cheltenham Township, Pa. (!h interest)
Furlough House, Abington, Pa.
Pusan, Korea # 1
Pusan, Korea # 2
Pusan, Korea #3
Seoul, Korea
Taichung, Taiwan
Nakayama New Town, Japan
Yamagata, Japan

$ 29,221

15,235
61,060
5,000
4,400
16,78 1
12,576
24,668
2 1,268
190,209

Re ti re men t
Housing

Wilmington, Delaware
TOTALREALESTATE

43,750
$233,959

Title to the Administration Building Property located at 7401 Old York Road, Melrose Park,
Cheltenham Township, Pennsylvania, is equally vested in The Committees on Home Missions, Foreign Missions and Christian Education of The Orthodox Presbyterian Church,
Inc. The property is carried at the Committee’s one-third share of its cost. Expenses of
operating the property are shared by each Committee using the facility and Great Commission Publications, Inc.
By action of the Committee the Real Estate held in the Anna Moore Fund was established
as an asset to be held in the Retirement Housing Fund as had been stipulated by the
deceased.
All real estate that was a part of the General Fund was transferred to the Capital Fund in
compliance with the decision of the Committee that all such assets are to be maintained by
the Capital Fund.
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NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
DECEMBER 31, 1980
(Continued)
7. Notes Payable
Notes payable to the Capital Fund in the amount of $59,850 at December 3 1 , 1980, consist
of the following:

Due Dates
of Notes

Interest
Rate

Demand
1981
1982
1983-1988

0 to 5%
5% to 594%

Total Notes Payable

5%%
5% to 6%

Amount
$

9,274
22,478
4,000
24,098

$ 59,850

8. Other Payables-Intermediary
The balance in the Other Payables-Intermediary account at December 3 1 , 1980, represents funds received by the Committee that will be disbursed to other entities.
9. Pension Plan
The Orthodox Presbyterian Church has a pension and life insurance plan for ordained
ministers and permanent full-time employees. Plan contributions are paid entirely by the
Committee. Benefits are not guaranteed, but are based on participant’s equity in the retirement fund.
10. Insurance Fund
Effective October 1 , I980 the Committee approved the establishment of an Insurance Fund
through a non-interest-bearing loan from the Capital Fund.
The Committee also adopted the Missionary Health Program Group Insurance Trust maintained by the Christian Medical Society. The actual protection to the Committee is for
allowable expenses which exceed $1,000 for an individual, $500 for the second family
member and all allowable expenses for additional family members, during the accumulation
period up to a maximum of $250,000 with an annual reinstatement up to $25,000 of benefits.

ACCOUNTANT’S OPINION ON SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION

Our examination of the basic financial statements is presented in the preceding section of
this report. Supplementary information contained in the following pages is not considered
essential for the fair presentation of the assets and liabilities arising from cash transactions of
The Committee on Foreign Missions of The Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Inc., and revenues
collected and expenditures made and changes in fund balances. However, the following data
were subjected to the audit procedures applied in the examination of the basic financial statements. For reasons stated in the preceding section, we do not express an opinion on the basic
financial statements presented herein, Similarly, we do not express an opinion on the following
data.
NIESSEN, DUNLAP & PRITCHARD
Certified Public Accountants
February 20, 1981
Colmar, Pa.
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YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31. 1980

SCHEDULE OF GENERAL FUND CONTRIBUTIONS
Regular
Orthodox Presbyterian Churches ...........................................
Other ....................................................................

$254.332
26. 120
$280.452

Thank Offering
Orthodox Presbyterian Churches ...........................................
Other ....................................................................

$ 54.
7 1 4
418
$ 55. 132

Designated
Orthodox Presbyterian Churches ...........................................
Other ....................................................................

$ 318.7 2
75.441
$ 93.813

YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31. 1980
SCHEDULE OF GENERAL FUND EXPENSES
Missionary Support
Personal Expenses & Benefits
Salary .................................................................
Cost of Living Adjustment (C.O.L.A.) ....................................
Housing ...............................................................
Education Allowances ...................................................
Benefits ...............................................................
MedicaUDental .........................................................

$106.800
21.919
40.283
44.010
18.608
6.999
238.6 19

Travel
Field Travel .............................................................
Furlough Travel ........................................................
Travel to & from Field ..................................................

28,839
5.967
16.935
51. 741

Various Missionary andlor Mission Expenses
Language Study ........................................................
Equipment & Supplies ..................................................
Conferences & Seminars ................................................
Bookroom Expenses ......................................................
Literature ..............................................................

3. 160
346
376
868
374
5. 124
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YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31. 1980
(Continued)
SCHEDULE OF GENERAL FUND EXPENSES (Cont’d.)
Other Supportive Expenses
‘Chapels ................................................................
National Co-Workers ...................................................
Teaching Ministry .......................................................
National Employees ....................................................
Miscellaneous ..........................................................

17.435
383
68
4. 349
12;474
34.709

Other
Retired Medical ........................................................
Furlough Housing ......................................................
Candidates .............................................................

7.218
8.445
874

..............................................

$346.730

16.537
Total Missionary Support

Promotion
Travel ...................................................................
Advertising & Promotion ..................................................
Solicitation ...............................................................
Worldwide Challenge .....................................................
Miscellaneous .............................................................
Total Promotion

......................................................

Office & Administrative Expense
Office
Salaries & Benefits
Salaries ..............................................................
1 ........................
Housing ....................................
Benefits .............................................................

$

795
2. 932
463
479
7. 975

$ 12.644

$ 51.643
5 .990

10.372
68. 005

General Administration
Rent ................................................................
Telephone ...........................................................
Postage ..............................................................
Office Equipment .....................................................
Office Supplies .......................................................
Travel ...............................................................
Committee Meetings. Conference & Seminars ...........................
Legal & Audit ........................................................
Miscellaneous ........................................................

2. 940
1.574
1. 622
6
1. 147
I. 874
7. 387
I . 825
5. 179

.................................

$ 91.
6 1 9

23.614
Total Office & Administrative Expense
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YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1980
SCHEDULE OF SPECIAL PROJECTS

Flow Through
Work Accounts
Missions
Missionaries

Dec. 31, 1979
Balance
$ (250.50)

Income
$ 370.50

Disbursements
$
20.00

Dec. 31, 1980
Balance
$
100.00

2,834.68
2,896.16

3,3 12.27
7,4 18.80

3,046.54
8,112.52

3,100.4 1
2,202.44

3,568.00
9,555.59
2,670.80
17,409.91

2,567.70
50.00
220.00

4,084.34

2,051-36
9,605.59
7,501.86

Specified Purpose:
TWR
Famine Relief
Intern Travel
1980 Goals
Publication-Kuiper's
Book
Arabic Literature
Miscellaneous
Retired Housing
Medical Support
P.R. Telephone
Yaegashi
Manuals
Medical Ministries

1,500.00
7,378.58
2,021.42
1,488.13
645.78
-

-

( I ,107.59)
(300.00)

-

2,670.80
10,128.05

-

-

6,857.95
2,155.00
200.00
25,906.53
200.00
5,658.35
1,107.59
1 1,457.69

7,444.87
3,250.00
1,688.13
32,153.61
73.98
5,658.35
12,688.27

1,500.00
6,791.66
926.42
(5.60 1.30)
(1,530.58)

~

Sub
Adjustments Re
Medical

$67,482.38

$91,019.46

7,500.00

7,500.00

$74,982.38

$98,519.46

$50,310.96

$26,773.88

Messrs. Uomoto, Hard, and Cottenden, on furlough from mission work in Japan, Korea,
and Egypt, respectively, addressed the Assembly.
The Assembly recessed at 12:17 p.m. following prayer led by Mr. George.
MONDAY AFTERNOON, J U N E 1
The Assembly reconvened at 1: 16 p.m. with the singing of the hymn, "All people that on
earth do dwell." Mr. Vermeulen led in prayer.
Mr. Backensto, fraternal delegate of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America,
addressed the Assembly.
At the Moderator's request, Mr. Ellis led in prayer on behalf of missionaries present at the
Assembly and their families and fields of work, for other OPC missionaries and their work, and
other causes.
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Mr. Steltzer presented the report of Advisory Committee # 1 as follows:
REPORT OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE # 1
Advisory Committee # 1 met with the General Secretary of the Committee on Foreign
Missions, the Rev. Laurence N. Vail and the Rev. Bernard J. Stonehouse (representing the
Committee on Foreign Missions), as well as with missionaries: the Rev. and Mrs. Theodore
Hard and the Rev. George Uomoto.
We commend the Committee on Foreign Missions and Mr. L. N. Vail for their work in
1980. We, as a committee, would like to assist, as much as possible, the Committee on Foreign
Missions and Mr. Vail in meeting the goals and objectives they have set for 1981.
With reference to the TENTMAKERS program, we think that paragraph #4 is redundant
in view of the qualifications enumerated in paragraph #3, especially Section b). We therefore
suggest to the Committee that paragraph #4, entitled “TRAINING,” be deleted from the
guidelines for the TENTMAKERS program.
We are concerned that it not become necessary for the Committee to institute budgetary
reduction measures included in the report (p. 82, 83) in the face of their projected deficit over
the tlext three years. We, therefore, wish to encourage the Assembly to make every possible
provision so that our present missionary program can be maintained. Our deeper desire would
be to see our missionary program expanded. It this cannot be done, and if we do not accept the
invitation to enter the Presbyterian Church in America, we recommend:
1. That the Committee on Foreign Missions explore the possibilities of a cooperative
foreign missions effort with the Mission to the World (PCA) and report back to the 49th
General Assembly.
Because of the lack of reliable information regarding Presbyterials and Missionary societies
around the denomination, the General Secretary’s ability to achieve his goal of speaking to such
groups was greatly impeded. We, therefore, recommend:
2. That the Statistician gather names and addresses of the officers of such organizations
from the various churches and presbyteries and provide this information to the churches
in his statistical report.
Action on the motion to adopt recommendation I was postponed until after consideration
of the invitation of the PCA (Communication 1).
The motion to adopt recommendation 2 was lost.
On amended motion the Assembly requested the Committee on Foreign Missions to consider amending the program governing Tentmakers by the following additions to Section 3: (1)
amend the word “Four” to read “Five”; (2) add to qualification (b) the words “as determined
by examination in English Bible and theology by the presbytery of the regional church in which
the candidate is a member or within whose bounds he resides”; and (3) add qualification (e),
“subscription to the secondary standards of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church.”
The floor was declared open for nominations to the Committee on Foreign Missions. The
following were nominated: Ministers-Conn, Dunn, and G a i n ; Ruling Elders-Copeland,
Johnson, Van Der Heide, and Viss. On motion the requests of Messrs. Johnson and Van Der
Heide to have their names withdrawn were granted.
There being no further nominations, the Moderator declared the remaining nominees
elected.
Dr. Elder, President of the Committee on Christian Education, presented its report. On
motion the report was ordered included in the Minutes without being read aloud.
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
The Committee on Christian Education strives to assist the local church in providing a
God-centered education which equips God’s people for service and guides them into spiritual
maturity. It seeks to do this through publishing educational materials, evaluating other printed
materials, publicizing ministry models, and conducting training seminars in our local churches
and presbyteries. Thus the Committee is trying to maintain its historical emphasis upon producing educational materials while at the same time seeking to encourage and strengthen the broader
ministry of Christian education.
THE BROADER MINISTRY OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
The purpose of the church’s educational ministry is to glorify the triune God by equipping
the church for its ministries of worship, teaching, fellowship, evangelism and.service. Therefore
the Committee has consciously sought to work in.these five areas, in addition to handling
special assignments from general assemblies. (The ministry of Great Commission Publications
also relates to these areas and is described in the next main section of this report.)
I . Worship

Articles in N e w Horizons have attempted to instruct and encourage persons in worship. An
annotated bibliography on worship was prepared and distributed to interested persons. Ken
Ironside conducted four seminars on worship in Florida and California for groups of our
churches.

2 . Evangelism
George Miladin held seminars on evangelism in two of our churches. Some models and
methods have been presented in N e w Horizons. A subcommittee is reviewing GCP tracts with a
view to revising or replacing them so that effective ones are made available.
3 . Teaching

The Committee sees adult education as a high priority need in our churches. Charles
Schauffele wrote an article about this in N e w Horizons and has conducted two seminars in our
churches on methodology. The general secretary of the Committee last year spoke in thirty-two
churches in six presbyteries.
4 . Fellowship

An analysis of printed material for use in small groups was made available to our churches.
A special emphasis in N e w Horizons attempted to promote attendance at all OPC-sponsored
summer camps. In addition, the general secretary gathered reports on most of these camps and
then distributed copies of all reports to camp directors to help them plan for future camps. Don
Poundstone has prepared material for N e w Horizons on the topic of fellowship which will be
carried before long.
5 . Service

The October 1980 issue o f N e w Horizons was devoted to the theme of how to equip church
members to serve in various ways. Leonard Coppes is responsible for gathering ministry ideas
for the diaconal page of N e w Horizons.
Ministerial Training
The 47th General Assembly transferred the work of the Committee on Ministerial Training
to this Committee and made special provisions for election to a subcommittee which would have

’
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responsibility in this area. Allen Harris and Jules Rist were elected to the class of 1983; the
president of the Committee appointed Edward Kellogg and Richard Hake to the class of 1981,
and Paul MacDonald and Charles Schauffele to the class of 1982.
In seeking to fulfill the mandates assigned the committee, the following was accomplished
during the 1980 calendar year:
Mandate 1-Five seminars were conducted at Westminster Theological Seminary: “Setting Goals for Our Lives and Ministries,” led by Allen Harris; “The Process of Candidacy,
Licensure and Ordination,” led by Daniel Morse, James Payton and Al Steever; “The Value of
a Summer Internship,” led by George Haney; “Organizing a Congregation for Ministry,” led by
Ron Lutz; and “A Pulpit for Every Seminarian,” led by John Skilton and Bernard Stonehouse.
Mandate 2-Recommendations regarding ways in which the gifts of men under care may
be developed and proved were sent to the credentials committees of presbyteries.
Mandate 3-Contact was made with seminaries related to NAPARC churches requesting
that they inform the ministers of the OPC when conferences and seminars would be held which
those ministers would be permitted to attend.
Mandate 4-Inquiries were made of a number of seminaries requesting information on
methods they employ in giving practical training for the ministry.
Mandate 5-A letter was sent to church sessions to encourage the seeking out of young
men for the ministry and requesting the names and addresses of those they wished to encourage.
Seventy names and addresses were received by the Committee.
A series of five seminars for training ministers to train interns have been planned, two of
which are to be held prior to the 48th General Assembly. Furthermore, four seminars have been
planned for training young men for the ministry, two of which are to be,held before the 48th
General Assembly.
The Subcommittee is grateful that the Presbytery of Philadelphia has authorized
missionary-at-large Bernard Stonehouse to devote some time to contacting and counseling
students at Westminster Seminary as an aid to the fulfillment of its mandates.
The Subcommittee also is indebted to George Haney, general secretary of the Committee
on Home Missions and Church Extension for interviewing students and carrying the responsibility for placing students as interns in our churches. He also organized a seminar at Westminster Seminary in California which brought together its faculty and the mission representatives of four OPC presbyteries to discuss arrangements for internships in the future.
The Subcommittee has not undertaken an evaluation of various seminaries but would
remind sessions and presbyteries of their responsibility to counsel men under their care in this
matter.
Christian Schools

The 46th General Assembly requested the Committee to study the inequities involved in the
policy of taxing Christian parents who have their children enrolled in Christian schools. The
Committee agrees that inequities exist which place a very heavy burden on families that have
children in such schools, especially those of low income.
God has placed upon parents the responsibility for the training of their children. The
religion of secular humanism generally taught in the public school is a false religion. It is
incumbent on Christian parents to provide a Christian education for their children. The civil
government through taxation and discrimination in the dispersing of funds for education is
effectively preventing thousands of parents from fulfilling their divinely imposed obligation.
Though the Committee is not recommending that the assembly petition Congress to pass a
particular legislative proposal, nevertheless it would recommend that the church sessions of the
denomination be encouraged to urge church members in their role as citizens of this nation to
request their representatives in government to support such legislation as will properly correct
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inequities and help make it financially feasible for parents to exercise a free choice in the
selection of schools for educating their children. There are two forms of legislation that seem to
offer such feasibility and are worthy of the consideration of church members. One suggestion is
proposed tuition tax credits for families with children in private schools. Another suggestion is a
possible amendment to the U.S. Constitution such as the Educational Freedom Amendment
now being proposed, for example, to the legislature of the state of Montana.
In an effort to keep the church informed, two articles were carried in New Horizons setting
forth reasons why Christian parents should be interested in Christian schools. A subcommittee
sent a letter to all sessions urging them to encourage church members to enroll their children in
Christian schools or to consider starting one if one were not available. Later a second letter was
addressed to sessions urging them to consider ways of encouraging and arranging for contributions to such schools. The committee will continue to inform the church of efforts that are being
made to correct the inequities and of ways in which the churches may help to solve the problem
caused by these inequities.
New Horizons
The Committee is responsible for publishing the denominational magazine, New Horizons,
monthly (ten times a year). The general secretary of the Committee serves as editor, and he
reports to and is given guidance from a three-man subcommittee as well as the full Committee.
The format outlined by the 46th General Assembly has been followed. Usually a theme is
followed each month in the feature and instructional articles. So far people have been willing to
contribute articles when requested or on their own initiative.
The magazine is mailed directly to the homes of members in 163 of the 182 churches and
chapels-a procedure which generally is better than bulk mailings to churches. The Committee
has notified each session that the names and addresses will be made available for OPC home
mission purposes unless the session requests otherwise.
Ten thousand copies of each issue were printed, and the magazine was able to stay within
the budget adopted by the 47th General Assembly.
Responses to Requests of General Assemblies
The Book of Church Order was published by the Committee as requested and is made
available through GCP.
The report of the OPC delegates to RES Nimes was carried in the November 1980 issue of
New Horizons.
One copy of the verbal revision of the Westminster Confession of Faith drafted by a joint
committee from the OPC, RPCES and RPCNA was sent to each session.
The new proof texts to the Westminster Shorter Catechism have not been published yet but
will be as soon as time permits.
The Committee’s response to the 46th General Assembly’s request for information regarding tax inequities for parents sending their children to Christian schools is dealt with in a
previous section on Christian schools.

sw7In addition of the full-time general secretary, Roger W. Schmurr, Mrs. Ali Knudsen serves
as office secretary four days a week.
Officers of the Committee
PresidentF. Kingsley Elder, Jr.
Vice-president- Leonard Coppes

SecretaryTreasurer-

Charles Dennison
Peyton Gardner
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Elect ions
The Committee assignments presently being handled by members who have resigned or
whose terms expire are included to help commissioners make choices which will help the work
of the Committee. The terms of the following members of the Committee expire this year:
Edward L. Kellogg (Christian schools and ministerial training),
Ministers:
George C. Miladin (hymnal supplement, evangelism and GCP trustee), Donald M. Poundstone (fellowship, GCP trustee)
Ruling Elders: F. Kingsley Elder, Jr. (president, GCP trustee), Paul S. MacDonald
(New Horizons, GCP trustee)
In addition ruling elder Paul S. Patterson (Christian schools, GCP trustee) of the class of 1983
has resigned from the Committee.

GREAT COMMISSION PUBLICATIONS
Since 1975 GCP has been ajoint publications ministry of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church
and the Presbyterian Church in America. GCP’s charge is primarily to produce printed materials
for our churches, but also includes training to assist teachers in utilizing the materials and
seeking to impart a vision for the ministry of Christian education.
Although the Committee itself is working in the larger area of Christian education, it
continues to give high priority to publications of educational material. Over 83 percent of its
budget is used to help fund GCP and repay loans taken out in past years to get this ministry
going. Six Committee members serve on the board of trustees of GCP, as do six members of the
PCA’s Committee for Christian Education and Publications.
Administrarion

Thomas R. Patete, a minister in the PCA, has served as executive director of GCP since
September of 1979. The board’s Subcommittee on Publication Priorities works closely with him
in formulating policies and priorities for publication projects.
strrff
Thirteen persons are employed full time, four part time. In addition several contract writers
are utilized. Mrs. Dorothy Anderson has been promoted from being a writer/consultant to being
project editor of the new preschool Sunday school cumculum. The installation of a small
computer towards the end of 1980 enabled some reduction in costs for office staff.
Senior High Sunday School Course
Eight of the nine quarters of this new three-year curriculum have been published. Electives
are offered during the summer quarters. The second cycle of this material will begin in the fall of
1981. Feedback continues to indicate that this course is well received and appreciated for its
biblical content, pointed application and innovative format.
Preschool Sunday School Course
At the urging of our churches, the trustees approved a plan to develop preschool SS
materials for ages four and five. Mrs. Dorothy Anderson is the project editor and Mrs. Kathy
Cheely,.Mrs. Mary Ellen Godfrey and Mrs. Susan Hunt are the writers.
The course is designed for a 50-minute class, although brief suggestions will be made in the
teachers’ manual for an additional 30 minutes of instructions. Most of the Children’s Catechism
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will be included along with the Bible stories in the two-year curriculum. The material will be
ready for use in the fall of 1981. The schedule is as follows:
Quarter
Fall 1981
Winter 1982
Spring 1982
Summer 1982

God’s Creation
Life of Christ (part I )
Life of Christ (part 2)
O.T. Servants

Fall 1982
Winter 1983
Spring 1983
Summer 1983

Moses and the Exodus
Signs and Miracles of Christ
Teachings of Christ
N.T. Servants

Subject

Adult Study Material

Alongside the preschool project, a schedule of producing adult study books, leaders’ guides
and booklets will be maintained. Five such resources are now in print. Donald MacNair’s book
on church renewal, The Living Church, was published in 1980, and editorial work on two
additional titles is in progress. Those two textbooks, Prophets of Doom in un Age of Optimism
by Kerry Tnman and David the Anointed One by Dan Doriani are expected to be available in
1981. Also to be published in 1981 are two manuals, A Worship Planbook by Paul Engle and
Ministry to the Institutionalized Elderly by Tom McCormick, and a workbook entitled Learning
to Be a Family by Kenneth and Floy Smith.
Three existing booklets are being reprinted as a series entitled “Basic Christian Doctrine
Series”-Election by Charles Spurgeon, The Covenunt of Grace by Calvin Cummings and The
Sovereignty o f G o d by John Murray. Additional titles are planned to expand this series, and
other series are planned for other existing and proposed booklets.
Vacation Bible School Material

The revised three-year curriculum of VBS materials begins its second cycle in the summer
of 1981. Editorial revisions have produced additional teaching tips, improved instructions for
the five-day schedule, a clearer layout and routine corrections.
Material was available slightly earlier than before, advertising coverage was increased, a
larger number of sample kits were sold and a larger number of churches ordered VBS material.
And yet, for reasons unknown to the staff, sales dropped by almost 9 percent. Research has
shown that most churches select VBS material year by year; therefore, the marketing process
must be accomplished every year.

Trinity Hymnal
In March of 1980, 17,500 hymnals were printed. If the present level of sales continues, an
order for the next printing will be placed the latter part of 1981. A quantity of hymnals is made
available free of charge for use by the OPC and PCA general assemblies each year.
Revision

Plans are being made in 1981 to begin the editorial work on a revision of the existing junior
high Sunday school material.
Sales

Total dollar sales for fiscal year 1979-80 were 9.9 percent above the previous year. But in
view of increased costs, this rise is not sufficient for significant growth to take place. Bulletins
were up by 26.6 percent, catechetical materials by 21.4 percent and Sunday school materials by
10.1 percent. VBS was down by 8.7 percent, and tracts by 18.6 percent.
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The percentage of total income generated by sales and other internal activities was 59
percent. The cost of sales was covered by sales receipts for the first time. The research and
development part of the work (writing, editing, educational services and one-half of the art
work) is funded by contributions from the OPC and PCA.
Advertising and Promotion

Expenditures in this category decreased by 25 percent; a catalogue will not be produced in
1981, and magazine ads and brochures were cut back. A variety of fliers and small promotional
brochures are being used.
The OPC’s New Horizons and the PCA’s Messenger carry ads and promotional articles at
no charge which enables GCP to reach those constituencies effectively.
Travel by the executive director was greatly curtailed due to finances. However, in 1981 he
will be making some contact with GCP’s constituent churches and presbyteries.
Educational Services
As Director of Educational Services, Allen Curry represents GCP in training workshops for
church officers and teachers, counseling users of GCP materials, contacting constituents and in
miscellaneous speaking engagements. In addition, 25 percent of his time is allocated to writing
adult study material.
Future Ministry of GCP

Great Commission Publications exists to assist the church with the task of Christian education. Its publications are geared to and molded by the needs of our churches. Both the constructive input and regular support of our churches are important for GCP to carry on its ministry.
Statistical Information
In response to the request of the 46th General Assembly the following statistical information concerning Great Commission Publications is listed:
I. Budgeted and actual contributions to GCP by partner churches, calendar year 1980

PCA
$150,000
$1 10,250

a. Budgeted contributions
b. Actual contributions

TI.

Budgeted contributions to GCP by partner churches for current year (1981)
-PCA
-0PC

111.

OPC
$168,350
$140,000

’

$125,000
$166,920

Sales and service of GCP for fiscal year 1979-80:
a. Total dolla! sales by product
Books
Bulletins
Catechetical
Sunday School
Hymnals
Tracts
Study Courses
Vacation Bible School
Miscellaneous
Total

$

>

7,883
54,849
15,860
140,394
46,985
2,491
8,329
45,297
4,985

$327,073

b. Total number of congregations served: this figure could not be determined.
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c. Congregations served by product:
Trinity
Hymnals
OPC
PCA
CRC
ARP
RPES
RPNA
Canadian
Miscellaneous
Total

26
23
2
3
29

-

108

VBS
77
127
8
6
22
4

SS per Qtr.
127
239
10

-

33
30
40
27 I

?

I28

-

-

-

191

372

750

FINANCES AND BUDGET PROJECTION
During the year 1980 OPC contributions to the Committee amounted to $175,824, which
was 90% of the General Assembly-approved budget of $195,400. This is a gain of five percentage
points over 1979, for which the Committee is grateful. Yet the shortfall means that Great
Commission Publications is underfunded, and the Committee is limited in taking on any new
tasks assigned to it.
Three-Year Budget Projection

,

EXPENDITURES
Expenditures: Christian Ed.
Offices Expenses
Legal & Audit
Travel
Training Resources
Committee Meetings
Contribution to GCP
Interest Long-term
Repayment of SSPF Loans
Ministerial Training
Misc. Expense
Sub-Total

I

Expenditures: Magazine
Office Expenses
Printing & Typesetting
Distribution
Travel
Sub-Total
TOTAL EXPENDITURES

Actual
1980

Adopted
Budget
1981

Projected
Budget
1982

Projected
Budget
1983

Projected
Budget
1984

$ 18,907

$ 21,700

$ 23,900

$ 26,300

$ 28,900

785
4,077

749

900
5,000
1,350
6,300
166,920
5,800
24,000
2,000
550

900
6,000
2,200
8,800
184,850
3,600
20,000
13,000
1 .ooo

1,000
7,200
2,400,
10,500
200,850
3,300
20,000
4 1,000
1,100

1,100
8,000
2,600
12,600
2 19,650
2,400
20,000
45,100,
1.300

183,382

234,520

264,250

3 13,650

341,650

$ 25,674

$ 22,900

$ 30,500

$ 33,300

$ 36,300

15,980
6,308
407

26,200
4,000
600

19,400
7,800
800

21,300
8,700
900

23,400
9,600
1,100

48,369

53,700

58,500

64,200

70,400

$231,751

$288,220

$322,750

$377,850

$412,050

6,402
140,000
6,630
5,832
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Three-Year Budget Projection
(Continued)

INCOME
Repayment of Loan-GCP
Interest Income-GCP
Interest (Savings)
ContributionsOPC
Other
Contributions for Mag.
Misc. Income

$ 17,800

$ 17,800

$ 17,800

$ 17,800

$ 17,800

5,120
1,632

4,600
1,900

3,500
2,500

2,400
2,300

1,600
2,100

175,824
1,995
44,349
I65

207,170
1,550
53,700
150

238,700
1,600
58,500
150

289,300
1,700
64,200
150

3 18,200
1,800
70,400
150

TOTAL INCOME

$246,885

$286,870

$322,750

$377,850

$412,050

INCOME

$246,885

$286,870

$322,750

$377,850

$412,050

EXPENSE

$23 1,751

$288,220

$322,750

$377,850

$412,050

NET CHANGE IN CASH

$ 15,134

$ (1,350)

$

er

$

er

$ ! a

REPORT OF THE TREASURER
The Committee on Christian Education of
The Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Inc.
Philadelphia, PA 19126
I

We have examined the statement of assets and liabilities arising from cash transactions of
The Committee on Christian Education of The Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Inc., as of
December 31, 1980, and the related statement of revenues, expenses, and changes in fund
balances for the year then ended. Our examination was made in accordance with generally
accepted auditing standards and, accordingly, included such tests of the accounting records and
such other auditing procedures as we considered necessary in the circumstances.
As descri-bed in the Summary of Significant Accounting Policies, the Committee’s policy is
to prepare its financial statements on the basis of cash receipts and disbursements; consequently, certain revenues and the related assets are recognized when received rather than
when earned, and certain expenses are recognized when paid rather than when the obligation is
incurred. Accordingly, the accompanying financial statements are not intended to present financial position and results of operations in conformity with generally accepted accounting
principles.
In our opinion, the financial statements referred to above present fairly the assets and
liabilities arising from cash transactions of The Committee on Christian Education of The
Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Inc., as of December 31, 1980, and the revenues, expenses, and
changes in fund balances during the year then ended, on the basis of accounting described in the
Summary of Significant Accounting Policies, which has been applied in a manner consistent
with that of the preceding year.
NIESSEN, DUNLAP & PRITCHARD
Certified Public Accountants
January 22, 1981
Colmar, PA
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STATEMENT OF ASSETS & LIABILITIES
DECEMBER. 3 1, 1980

ASSETS
Cash
Notes Receivable (Note 1)
General Fund
Great Commission Publications, Inc.
Loans Receivable (Note 2)
Administration Building (Note 3)
TOTAL ASSETS
LIABILITIES & FUND BALANCES
Notes Payable (Note 4)
Sunday School Publication Fund
The Committee on Home Missions
Contingency Fund
Other
Fund Balances
TOTAL LIABILITIES & FUND BALANCES

Total
All Funds

General
Fund

Contingency
Fund

$ 53,255

$ 36,028

$ 17,227

2 1,900
93,500
6,104
29,221

-

2 I ,900

93,500
6,104
29,221

-

$203,980
$164,853
-

$ 39,127

$ 84,827

$ 84,827

$

5,000
21,900
3,523
88,730

5,000
2 1,900
3,523
49,603

39,127

$203,980

$164,853

$ 39,127

-

-

-

STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENSES, &
CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1980

REVENUES
Contributions
Orthodox Presbyterian Churches
Non-Orthodox Presbyterian Churches
Magazine
Total Contributions
Other Revenue
Interest Income
Miscellaneous Income
Total Other Revenue
Total Revenues

Total
All Funds

General
Fund

$175,824
1,995
44,349

$175,824
1,995
44,349

222,168

222,168

8,181
165

6,752
165

1,429
-

8,346

6,917

1,429

2303 14

229,085

1,429

Contingency
Fund
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STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENSES, & CHANGES JN FUND BALANCES
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1980
(Continued)
EXPENSES
General & Administrative Expenses
Contribution to Great Commission
Publications, Inc.
Rent
Interest Expense
Sunday School Publication Fund
Various Loans
Salaries
Benefits
Committee Meetings
Insurance
Travel
Legal & Audit
Furniture & Equipment
Supplies
Telephone
Postage
Miscellaneous
Total General & Administrative
Expenses (Forwarded)
Magazine Expenses
Salari e s
Benefits
List Maintenance
Rent
Printing
Mail Service
Artwork
Postage
Furniture & Equipment
Supplies
Telephone
Travel
Photography
Miscellaneous
Total Magazine Expenses
Total Expenses
EXCESS OF REVENUES OVER EXPENSES
FUND BALANCE, BEGINNING OF YEAR
FUND BALANCE, END OF YEAR

Total
All Funds

General
Fund

140,000
762

140,000
762

5,459
1,171
13,744
1,977
6,402
55
4,077
785
953
450
426
540
749

5,459
1,171
13,744
1,977
6,402
55
4,077
785
953
450
426
540
749

$177,550
$177,550
13,744
1,977
1,866
762
15,980
3,037
6,810
1,405
979
437
547
407
380
38

$

-

13,744
1,977
1,866
762
15,980
3,037
6,810
1,405
979
437
547
407
380
38

48,369

48,369

225,9 19

225,919

4,595

3,166

84,135
46,437
$ 88,730
$ 49,603
- -

1,429
37,698
$ 39,127
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SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES
DECEMBER 31, 1980
The significant accounting policies followed by The Committee on Christian Education of
The Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Inc., are described below to enhance the usufulness of the
financial statements to the reader.
BASIS OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
The accounting records of the Committee are maintained on a cash basis except that
interest not paid on the anniversary date of certain notes payable is added to the note balances.
FUND ACCOUNTING
In order to ensure observance of limitations and restrictions placed on the use of the
resources available to The Committee on Christian Education of The Orthodox Presbyterian
Church, Inc., the accounts are maintained in accordance with the principles of fund accounting.
This is the procedure by which resources for various purposes are classified for accounting and
reporting purposes into funds that are in accordance with activities or objectives specified.
Separate accounts are maintained for each fund, however, in the accompanying financial statements, funds that have similar characteristics have been combined into fund groups. Accordingly, all financial transactions have been recorded and reported by fund group.
VALUATION OF FIXED ASSETS
All acquisitions of property, except for real property are expensed at time of purchase.
Buildings are not depreciated.

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
DECEMBER 31, 1980
1. NOTES RECEIVABLE

Notes Receivable from the General Fund consist of the following unsecured notes at December 31, 1980:
Maker
General Fund
General Fund

Interest
Rate
None
4%

Amount
$ 9,000
12,900
$ 21,900

A note receivable from Great Commission Publications, Inc., consists of the following
unsecured note at December 3 I , 1980:
Maker
Great Commission
Publications, Inc.

Interest
Rate

Amount

6%

$ 93,500
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2. LOANS RECEIVABLE

At December 31, 1980, a loan receivable in the amount of $6,104, including accrued interest,
was due from Rev. Roger W. Schmurr in yearly installments with interest at a rate of 34%.
The terms of the installments are contingent with Rev. Schmurr’s annual increases of his
salary.
3. ADMINISTRATION BUILDING

Title to the administration building property, located at 7401 Old York Road, Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, is equally vested in The Committee on Home Missions, The Committee on
Foreign Missions, and The Committee on Christian Education of The Orthodox Presbyterian
Church, Inc. The property is carried at the Committee’s one-third share of its cost. Expenses
of operating the property are shared by the three committees and Great Commission Publications, Inc.
4. NOTES PAYABLE

Notes Payable to the Sunday School Publication Fund have been issued to finance the
publishing of Sunday School material. At December 31, 1980, the following unsecured notes
were outstanding:
Original Terms
of Notes

Interest
Rate

Principal
Amount

Demand
4 years
10 years

5% to 6%
7% to 71/%
6%

$ 31,134

38,445
15,248
$ 84,827

A note payable to The Committee on Home Missions has been issued. At December 31,
1980, the following unsecured note was outstanding:
Original Terms
of Note

Interest
Rate

Demand

7%

Principal
Amount
$

5,000

Notes payable to The Contingency fund have been issued and at December 31, 1980, the
following unsecured notes were outstanding:
Original Terms
of Notes

Interest
Rate

Demand
Demand

None
4%

Prinicpal
Amount
$

9,000
12,900

$ 21.900

A note payable to Zoseph Mercer has been issued. At December 31, 1980, the following
unsecured note was outstanding:

Original Terms
of Notes
4 years

Interest
Rate
7!4%

Principal
Amount
$

3,523
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Mr. Solis presented the report of Advisory Commitfee #2 as follows:
REPORT OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE #2

Advisory Committee #2 recommends that the General Assembly request the Committee on
Christian Education to institute a systematic review of all materials published by Great Commission Publications, so as the better to ensure that such materials are in agreement with the
Word of God and the standards of the church.
On motion the recommendation was adopted.
The Assembly recessed at 3:26 p.m. and reconvened at 3:48 p.m.
Dr. Kuykendall, fraternal delegate of the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church, addressed the Assembly.
The floor was declared open for nominations to the ministerial training subcommittee of the
Committee on Christian Education. The following were nominated: Ministers-Hall, Kellogg,
Payton, Strimple, and Wagner.
The Moderator announced the election of the Rev. Messrs. Kellogg and Strimple to the
class of 1984.
Mr. Ruff presented a partial report of the Committee on Date, Place and Travel as follows:
PARTIAL REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE
ON DATE, PLACE AND TRAVEL
The Committee recommends that: (1) Standing Rule Chapter XII, Section 1, be suspended
and Mr. Bosgraf be excused, without loss of travel compensation, from the sessions of June 3
and 4, in order to perform a wedding ceremony; and (2) the request of the Committee on Home
Missions and Church Extension be granted and that the travel and per diem expenses of the
Rev. Messrs. Willie Richardson and Eric F. Ricks be paid from the Travel Fund in light of the
necessity of their attendance at this Assembly as appointed representatives of the Board of
Trustees of CUTS, to serve the Assembly during consideration of the report of the Committee
on OPC Involvement in CUTS.
On separate motions the recommendations were adopted.
Mr. Haldeman reported further for the Committee on Overtures and Communications (cf.
pp. 28-29).
On motion the recommendation in Section I11 was adopted.
The Assembly recessed at 5:oO p.m. following prayer led by Mr. Larson.
MONDAY EVENING, JUNE 1
The Assembly reconvened at 6:31 p.m. with the singing of the hymn, “If thou but suffer
God to guide thee.” Mr. Brown led in prayer.
The floor was declared open for nominations to the Committee on Christian Education. The
following were nominated: Ministers-JerreU and Poundstone; Ruling Elders-Elder, Paul S.
MacDonald (Bangor), and L. E. Miller.
The Moderator later announced the election of the Rev. Mr. Poundstone and Ruling Elders
Elder and MacDonald to the class of 1984, and Ruling Elder L. E. Miller to the class of 1983.
Mr. J. J. Peterson, Chairman of the Committee on Stewardship, presented its report. On
motion Standing Rule Chapter VI, Section 7, was suspended and the report was ordered included in the Minutes without being read aloud.
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REPORT OF
THE COMMITTEE ON STEWARDSHIP
“For from you sounded out the word of the Lord.” What a commendation for a church!
How Paul must have rejoiced in saying it (in 1 Thess. 1:8).
What would the apostle say of us? How have we sent forth the word of God’s grace into all
the world? Especially as we consider.our response to the invitation to join with another branch
of Christ’s church, we do well to examine our obedience to Christ’s great commission.
In 1980, our support of the church’s Worldwide Outreach was encouraging to all of us.
Three new congregations joined in that endeavor. The results enabled the work of home and
foreign missions and Christian education to move forward more confidently into 1981. The gifts
of Orthodox Presbyterians provided the following support for our committees:
SUPPORTING THE GOSEPL IN 1980
Christian Education
Foreign Missions
Home Missions
Stewardship
New Horizons
Worldwide Outreach

$175,824 or 90.0% of a $195,400 approved budget.
326,926 or 107.6% of a $303,700 approved budget.
259,838 or 98.3% of a $264,400 approved budget.
44,500 or 90.8% of a $ 49,000 approved budget.
15,827 for its first-year deficit.
$822,915 or 101.3% of a $812,500 approved goal.

The funds for the deficit of New Horizons were not, however, included in the 1980
Worldwide Outreach goal but were provided from undesignated contributions by action of the
Forty-seventh General Assembly. For 1981, the magazine’s funding is included in Worldwide
Outreach’s approved goal.
The record received for foreign missions was due in large part from special gifts totaling
$50,000. If such special gifts are left out of the computation, regular giving from churches and
individuals showed a very encouraging gain of 12.5% for 1980 over that of 1979.
Even so, our giving for all benevolent causes in 1980 was only 19.1%of total contributions
received. This, as the Statistician has noted, is “somewhat lower than usual” and suggests a
need to keep our priorities straight in determining how best to distribute tithes and offerings so
as to fulfill the whole task Christ has commissioned the church to do.
SUPPORTING THE GOSPEL IN 1981
It is the peculiar burden of the Committee on Stewardship to attempt the impossible task of
guessing the future. A year ago, the committee looked at the records of giving and believed the
church would give only $750,000 for Worldwide Outreach in 1981. The General Assembly
rejected that estimate, and its judgment was confirmed by the $822,915 actually provided in
1980.
Giving so far in 1981 suggests that the approved goal of $892,811 for 1981 should be
achieved or very nearly so. The effect of the $l,OOO,OOO “challenge goal” set by the Fortyseventh General Assembly cannot be determined at this date, though it could increase the final
figures.
On the basis of the improved giving in 1980, the evidence so far available in 1981, and what
it believes the church is actually capable of performing, the Committee on Stewardship is
proposing that the churches provide $1 ,OOO,OOOfor Worldwide Outreach in 1982.
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SUPPORTING THE GOSPEL IN 1982
Even $1,000,000 in 1982 will do very little to enlarge the scope of gospel proclamation by
our outreach committees. With inflation still very much with us, and no way to anticipate any
very immediate change in that factor, all the committees have had to plan their programs
assuming that costs will continue to escalate.
Though it received significantly more than expected in 1980, the Committee on Foreign
Missions sees no prospect of enlarging its missionary force through traditional methods of
support. It costs for maintaining missionary families abroad have escalated even faster than
inflation at home. In addition, the committee’s efforts to bring missionary salaries up to the level
set by the Committee on Home Missions generates a further demand on resources. The committee foresees an impossible deficit unless giving increases substantially or severe cuts in its
program are made. To address this situation, the Committee on Stewardship is proposing that a
special $50,000 “over and above” the regular program of Worldwide Outreach in 1982 be
allocated to the work of foreign missions.
The Committee on Home Missions continues its plan to concentrate its efforts on presbytery church-planting endeavors with increased financial involvement by the presbyteries, while
reducing direct aid to individual congregations as they attain self-support. Other programs have
had to be strictly limited.
For the Committee on Christian Education, the major financial effort continues to be
publication programs through Great Commission Publications. The committee also is planning
to assume oversight of the intern program now sponsored by the Committee on Home Missions.
The committee continues to share its general secretary for editorial duties with New Horizons.
BUDGET REQUESTS AND PROJECTIONS
A summary of three-year budget projections for the major outreach committees is here
presented, together with requests for the Committee on Stewardship and New Horizons shown
separately.

Actual
1980

Approved
1981

Proposed
1982

Projected
1983

Projected
1984

Income
Contrib.-OPC
-other
Loan pmt. by GCP
Int. & misc.

175,824
1,995
17,800
6,917

205,170
3,550
17,800
6,650

235,700
4,600
17,800
6,150

289,300
1,700
17,800
4,850

318,200
1,800
17,800
3,850

Total income

202,536

233,170

264,250

3 13,650

341,650

30,920
140,000
12,462
4,020

34,450
166,920
29,800

40,600
184,850
23,600

46,100
200,850
23,300

51,900
219,650
22,400

1,350
2,000

2,200
13,000

2,400
41 ,000

2,600
45,000

234,520
(1,350)

264,250
0

313,650
0

34 1,650
0

Christiun Education

Expenditures
Administration
Contrib. to GCP
Debt service
New Horizons
Trng. materials
Minis. training
Total expend.
Net change

187,402
15,134
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Foreign Missions
Income
Contnb.-OPC
-other
Int. & misc.
Total income
Expenditures
Administration
Promotion
Mission personnel
Children’s educ.
Travel, all areas
All other expenses
Total expend.
Net change

[1980]

[I9811

[ 19821

[ 19831

[ 19841

327,418
101,979
23,799
-

313,621
100,000
25,000
-

360,665
100,OOO
25,000

414,765
100,OOO
25,000

476,980
100,000
25.000

453,196

438,621

485,665

539,765

601,980

91,619
12,644
197,769
44,010
51,741
53.210

96,900
10,000
23 1,613
70,983
48,623
38,611

104,700
10,000
261,360
74,000
50,368
24,402

113,OOO
10,000
327,297
81,400
54,839
27,774

122,000
10,Ooo
360,200
89,500
62,266
29,475

450,993
2,203

496,730
(58,109)

524,830
(39,165)

614,310
(74,545)

673,440
(71,460)*

* Resulting in cumulative deficit at end of 1984 of $157,694.

Home Missions

,

Income
Contrib. -0PC
-other
Tnt. & misc.
Total income
Expenditures
Administration
Promotion
Gen. missions
MAL, CUTS, etc.
Denom. evangelist
Church ext. support
Total expend.
Net change

259,838
7,108
10,540

256,620*
3,000
9,000

291,380
4,500
10,500

320,518
4,500
10,500

352,569
4,500
10.500

277,486

268,620

306,380

335,518

367,569

68,984
24,550
64,201
25,449
63,726

75,839
650
34,556
69,150
27,915
60,150

83,620
750
39,414
84,801
30,692
67,103

91,174
850
43,733
100,321
33,745
65,695

99,470
950
48,181
116,093
37,104
65,771

258,705
18,781

268,620
0

306,380
0

335,518
0

367,569
0

1 1,746

* Approved amount of $266,620reduced to reflect change in suppori: for Emmanuel Chapel,
Philadelphia.

Stewards hip
Income
Worldwide Outreach
Int. & Misc.
Total income

44,500

53,700

3,210
1,000
47,710

54,700

52,340
3,000
55,340
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Expenditures
Administration
Promotion
New Horizons
Deferred giving
Total expend.

[1980]

[19811

[ 19821

34,773
1,159
5,000
6,151
-

41,000
2,200
0
11,500
-

45,420
2,420
0
7,500

46,583

54,700

55,340

26,081

23,500

3 1,300
27,200

[ 19831

[ 19841

New Horizons

Expenditures
Administration
Production, distrib.

22,288
30,200
-

Total needed

48,369

53,700

58,500

34,200

37,400

30,000
-

33,000
-

64,200

70,400

Summary of Requests

Requested

Approved

1982

1981

Christian Education
Foreign Missions
Home Missions

$235,700
360,665
291,380

$205,170
3 13,621
266,620

To three committees
Stewardship
New Horizons

$887,745

$785,411

52,340
58,500

53,700
53,700

Worldwide Outreach

$998,585

$892,811

STEWARDS 1IP IN A MERGED CHURCH
As we consider what response to give to the Presbyterian Church in America and its
invitation for us to join them organizationally, we need to keep in mind a feature of Orthodox
Presbyterian functioning that has no equivalent in the other churches contemplating this possible merger. Our support of denominational home and foreign missions and Christian education
through Worldwide Outreach is unique to us. And this system of support seems not to have
been understood in the document comparing the churches that was produced by the Ad Interim
Committee on Inter-Church Relations of the PCA.
Worldwide Outreach, formerly called the “Combined Budget,” is not a “unified budget’’
under which designated gifts have little practical effect. Nor is it accurate to say that “designations are discouraged.” To be sure, undesignated giving is encouraged, so that the total program
of Worldwide Outreach might be supported. But designated gifts are fully honored however well
any part of the total program may be faring in its support.
At the present, nearly three-fourths of Orthodox Presbyterian giving to its outreach programs is through undesignated contributions, gifts meant to support all parts of our Worldwide
Outreach. In the PCA, a major portion of support comes from designated contributions, though
undesignated giving has increased recently in that church.
What is of concern in the event of a merger is that our present programs and missionaries
continue to receive adequate support. The Committee on Stewardship, if merger seems likely,

~
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would be concerned to inform sessions how best to channel their giving in a merged church to
insure that the existing outreach efforts are maintained.

RESPONSE TO ASSEMBLY REQUEST
The Forty-seventh General Assembly requested the Committee on Stewardship “to make
such arrangements as are necessary to permit the General Secretary to devote most of his time
to the primary task of the committee.’’ That task or purpose is stated in the “Plan for the
Committee on Stewardship”: “to support the ministry of the pastors and sessions in their
responsibility to teach and encourage the practice of biblical stewardship in the church. To that
end the Committee shall provide counsel, assistance, and literature aimed at increasing the
commitment of each member in the use of his means, time, and talents in the work of Christ’s
kingdom.”
Your committee shares this concern. This is reflected in the “Position Description and
Performance Standards” adopted by the committee. The following two-fold purpose is stated
for the General Secretary: “to provide leadership for and implementation of the operations of
the Committee on Stewardship, and to provide suggestions to the Committee for its consideration, that will contribute to the most effective fulfillment of the goals and duties of the Committee as described in the ‘Plan for the Committee on Stewardship’; to administer the General
Assembly Budget and Travel Funds and to perform any other duties devolving on the denomination’s fiscal agent.”
The General Secretary is doing an increasing amount of work in the “primary task of the
Committee.” Through seminars with local churches, presbyteries, conferences; through
preaching as requested; and through individual contacts with sessions and pastors; he has had
face to face meetings with more than twenty churches since the Forty-seventh General Assembly. The position description calls for “presentations on basic stewardship principles and local
church budget-planning’’ so as to involve at least 20% of the congregations annually, or all the
congregations every five years.
He also has had extensive contact by means of the telephone, especially when problems
seem to be developing.
The reports mailed to ministers and sessions at least nine times each year and the semiannual reports on the giving of each congregation continue the contact.
There is also the regular summary in New Horizons on the current status of giving to
Worldwide Outreach as well as occasional articles setting forth biblical principles of
stewardship.
The bookkeeping and receipting system has been set up and refined by our General Secretary and is now being carried on mainly by the Committee’s clerical help. However, some of the
work must still be done by the General Secretary. This area of work involves not only the
moneys of Worldwide Outreach but all the General Assembly Budget and Travel Funds.
The General Secretary also does work in the administration building that is not the responsibility of any one of the three major committees but needs to be done.
The final answer to freeing the General Secretary for the full pursuit of the “primary task of
the Committee” is either a full-time comptroller for the Committee or a full-time Stated Clerk
for the General Assembly. This means there would be an annual added cost of $25,000 to free
the General Secretary completely.
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RECOMMENDATIONS
Recommendation I . The Committee on Stewardship recommends to the Forty-eighth General Assembly that it approve the following program of Worldwide Outreach and request the
churches to supply at least the amounts stated during 1982:

Christian Education
Foreign Missions
Home Missions
Stewardship & New Horizons

$ 235,700

1982 Worldwide Outreach

$1,000,000

360,665
292,795
110,840

Of the requests presented to the Committee on Stewardship (see the summary given earlier
in this report), only one has been modified in the committee’s recommendation. The amount
recommended for the Committee on Home Missions has been increased in order to maintain the
relative proportions among all the committees. The following proportions would be in effect and
govern all undesignated contributions until one committee reaches its approved goal:
26.5%
(26.1% in 1981)
Christian Education
40.6%
(39.9% in 1981)
Foreign Missions
32.wo
(34.0% in 1981)
Home Missions
To three committees

100.0%
2 . The Committee on Stewardship recommends that the Forty-eighth General Assembly amend the “Plan for the Committee on Stewardship,” C. 10, for 1982 so that
when all the agencies have received the amounts specified in their approved budgets, undesignated contributions in excess of the approved combined budget, and in the amount of $50,000,
shall be allocated to the Committee on Foreign Missions, and any additional excess shall be
allocated to each agency in accord with C. 10 unamended.
Recornmendation 3. The Committee on Stewardship recommends that the Forty-eighth General Assembly approve an action of the committee directing its General Secretary “to apply the
provisions of the ‘Plan for the Committee on Stewardship’ (C. 9, 10) so that the Committee on
Home Missions ‘not share further in the allocation of undesignated contributions, etc.’ when it
has received $256,620 of its approved 1981 budget.”
This action was taken to reflect a change in arrangements by which support for Emmanuel
Chapel in Philadelphia was handled.
Request. The Committee on Stewardship requests the Temporary Committee on General
Assembly Fund Review of the Forty-eighth General Assembly to include an item for Ministerial
Training in its proposed budget in the amount of $4,000 and with the stipulation that any balance
not expended by January 1, 1982 be paid to the Committee on Christian Education for the
expenses of this function in 1982.

4 Recommendation

4

8

ELECTIONS
The terms of the following members expire at this Assembly: the Rev. Barry R. Hofford
and Ruling Elders Luke E. Brown, Jr. and Robert M. Coie. According to Standing Rule X,2, at
least one minister and at least one ruling elder must be elected to the Class of 1984. The
requirement that no member may extend his continuous service on the committee beyond seven
years is not applicable to Mr. Hofford or Mr. Coie but would be applicable to a term of more
than one year for Mr. Brown.
Respectfully submitted,
Jack J. Peterson, Chairman
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Mr. D. R. Miller presented the report of Advisory Committee #4 as follows:

REPORT OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE #4
Advisory Committee #4 has considered the reports of the Committee on Stewardship and
the Committee on Financial Oversight, and has interviewed the general secretaries of the four
standing committees (CE, HM&CE, FM, Stewardship), and makes the following
recommendations:
1. That the Assembly approve the first recommendation of the Committee on Stewardship;

2. That the Assembly not approve the second recommendation of the Committee on
Stewardship;

3. That the Assembly approve the third recommendation of the Committee on
Stewardship;
4. That the Assembly approve the request of the Committee on Stewardship; and
5 . That the Assembly approve the recommendations of the Committee on Financial Oversight as here amended: “. . . respective committees, (c) reporting the audit results to the
General Assembly, and to those donors who request copies at cost, and (d) providing a summary of the audit for the General Assembly Minutes.”

On separate motions recommendations 1 and 3 of the Committee on Stewardship were
adopted.
The motion to adopt recommendation 2 was lost.
The request of the Committee on Stewardship (cf. recommendation 4 of Advisory Committee
#4) was referred to the Committee on General Assembly Fund Review (cf. p. 185).
The floor was declared open for nominations to the Committee on Stewardship. The following were nominated: Ministers-Brown, Gerber, and Male; Ruling Elders-Coie and Porter.
The Moderator later announced the election of the Rev. Mr. Male and Ruling Elders Coie
and Porter to the class of 1984.

Mr. Galbraith introduced to the Assembly the Rev. Paul G. Settle, a fraternal delegate of
the Presbyteriun Church in America. On motion Mr. Settle was enrolled as a corresponding
member .

Dr. Coppes, President of the Committee on Diaconal Ministries, presented its report. On
motion the report was ordered included in the Minutes without being read aloud.
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON
DIACO NAL MINISTR IES
The Committee on Diaconal Ministries convened for two regular meetings during 1980:
February 22-23, and September 19-20. During the interim between these meetings the Executive
Committee is authorized to make any emergency decisions deemed necessary. These decisions
are reported to the full Committee at its next meeting for consideration and approval. The
Executive Committee is composed of the President, Vice-president and Secretary-Treasurer.
The officers of the Committee serve for one year, and are eligible for re-election to successive
terms. Elections are held as the first order of business during the fall meeting. On September 19th,
the following officers were elected: President, Dr. Leonard J . Coppes; Vice-president, Mr. James
Wadsworth, Deacon from Emmanuel O.P. Church, Wilmington, Del., and Secretary-Treasurer,
Rev. Lester R. Bachman.
SUPPORT
During 1980 there were 151 churches and chapels which contributed $90, 644.81 to the
General Account, and $8,526.57 to the Aged and Infirm Ministers’, Ministers’ Widows and
Orphans Account. There were approximately 25 congregations who did not respond to the
Recommendations of the General Assembly concerning Per-capita support for the Committee’s
ministries.
The number of individuals who sent designated gifts for specific ministries increased from 62
to 65, and their support to the General Account reached a total of $16,125.97, while $724.00 was
contributed to the Aged Ministers’ Fund.
Contributions from Non-OPC sources for designated concerns were $585.25.
APPRECIATION!!
The demonstrations of concern and love for the brethren have exceeded all expectations
during the past year! Total giving to the Committee for all of the various ministries reflected in the
Report of the Treasurer amounted to $100,812.88, thus exceeding Budget requests in the amount
of $31,912.88!
During the month of July the Committee sent two special letters of exhortation and appeal to
every minister and every congregation to encourage fuller response to the Budget requests and
the General Assembly Recommendations, and to inform the whole church concerning certain
urgent emergency needs confronting the Committee. The response to those letters, and in
particular to the emergency needs was almost overwhelming!
$39,654.47 was received during the last four moths of 1980!Of this amount $13,837.25 in gifts
was received to keep a disabled elder and his family of five children from losing their home and
facing bankruptcy! Another total of $13,921.31 in gifts for other emergency needs enabled your
Committee to eliminate the deficit in the Aged Ministers’, Ministers’ Widows and Orphans Fund,
and to provide a balance of $8,782.82 for 1981, to enable the Committee to meet the increasing
needs for assistance to retired ministers and their wives.

During the past year temporary loans, without interest, were provided to three ministers and
the elder’s family (mentioned above). One of the ministers faced an emergency need for
$4,175.00; another needed $1,000.00, and the third needed $500.00. The elder’s family received
$12,800.00in such loans. This family was rendered literally speechless by the flood of gifts sent to
the Committee in their time of need! The words of the Apostle Paul in Galatians 6:2 became the
Spirit-given stimulus for “deeds” as over 70 congregations and many individuals sent their loving
gifts-“Bear ye one another’ burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.” Both gifts and accompany-
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ing communications echoed these words week after week, as the letters of appeal were responded
to by the ministers and congregations. Your Committee expresses its profound gratitude to all
who responded, as well as the unutterable appreciation of those who were spared humiliation,
suffering and loss by the loving gifts.
INFORMATION
HOSPITALIZATION
A N D PENSION
PREMIUMS

For several years your Committee has provided temporary hospitalization coverage by
paying the premiums for ministers who otherwise would have little or no insurance against the
cost of illness. Currently we are providing such assistance for five families. Before assuming this
cost your Committee seeks to determine whether the minister’s congregation or presbytery-will
be able to assume part or all of the cost of the premiums. Your Committee pays whatever balance
is not otherwise provided.
At a regular meeting of the Committee on Pensions it was determined “to request the
Committee on Diaconal Ministries to take the responsiblity to arrange for the payment of
hospitalization and pension premiums of home missionaries who are not receiving these benefits
through a local congregation, a presbytery, or the Committee on Home Missions and Church
Extension.” Your Committee is asked to “take the responsibility to arrange for the payment.”
This means that your Committee would continue to do what we have been doing on a limited
basis, and assume the task which had been formerly carried out by the Committee on Pensions.
The presbyteries are hereby reminded that your Committee believes that original jurisdiction
and concern for the welfare of ministers and their families is the presbyteries’ responsibility. We
stand ready to assist the presbyteries in fulfilling their task, but we strongly encourage them to do
all they can to meet such needs on the presbytery level.
As always, in an emergency situation, we assume the responsibility immediately, and
afterward ask for the support of the congregation or the presbytery involved.
DISASTER
RELIEF

In the broadening area of disaster relief (whether those disasters occur at home or abroad),
your Committee has not felt that its responsibility was to be “the conscience of the church.” We
have not appealed for funds to minister to emergency needs beyond those approved in the annual
budget. Disasters of various kinds and degrees occur often during each year, and arouse deep
concern in many, if not all, congregations. Your Committee has determined to receive and
forward gifts which are sent to us designated for the relief of such disasters. We have informed the
churches in recent years that this is our policy, and would encourage everyone to respond to such
needs as they see fit by sending the funds through us rather than to secular or para-church
agencies. We do not believe that the OPC wants this Committee to decide which disasters are
worthy to receive relief funds, and to send letters of appeal to the churches accordingly. Rather,
with the exception of such needs arising in the areas directly involving our churches or representatives, we have determined to let each church and each Christian make such broad, unforseen, unbudgeted decisions. Your Committee is the servant of the church, not its ”conscience,”
in these areas of growing concern. The General Assembly may desire to dictate the policy which
the Committee should follow. Our basic concern has always been that a different policy might
authorize or require this Committee to send an increasing number of disaster appeals to the
churches, and by the innate power of such appeals to draw away increasing funds which should be
going to the ministries of Church Extension and World-wide Outreach.
RECOMMENDATIONS
1 . That each congregation be requested to support the ministries of this Committee by an

annual per capita contribution of $7.00,-$5.00 for the General Account Budget, and $2.00 for the
Aged and Infirm Ministers’, Ministers’ Widows and Orphans Fund.
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2 . That each presbytery be requested to make a careful survey of the hospitalization and
pension premium coverage of ministers under its care. and inform this Committee of its findings
and of its ability to cover such needs .
3 . That the Assembly inform the General Assembly of the PCA of the serious diaconal
needs of the Reformed Church of Zimbabwe by sending the General Assembly of the PCA a
copy of the letter we received from the RES regarding that work. and that we ask the PCA to
join us in seeking to alleviate the needs of the Zimbabwe church by recommending that their
congregations send funds for this project through our Committee on Diaconal Ministries .
TERMS EXPIRE
Rev . Lester R . Bachman
Elder Cyril T . Nightengale. Park Hill OPC. Denver. Colo .
RESIGNATION
Elder John Dishman. Emmanuel OPC. Whippany. N.J.
PROPOSED INCOME BUDGET FOR 1982
GENERAL FUND ACCOUNT:
Office and Administration .....................................
Accounting and Audit .........................................
Travel and Expenses of Committee Members ....................
Promotion-“NEW HORIZONS” ..............................
Part-time Salary. Sec.-Treas. ...................................
Committee Stationery .........................................

$ 1. 200

300
2. 600
1 500
6.000
500

.

......................................................

$12.000

DIACONAL MINISTRIES-FOREIGN:
$10.000
Emergency Relief .............................................
Relief Fund-Korea
..........................................
I . 500
Relief Fund-Taiwan
.........................................
1. 500
Student Work-Scholarships-Japan
...........................
200
Student Work-Scholarships-Korea
...........................
1. 000
Orphan Work-Scholarships-Korea
...........................
I. SO0
Mental Hospital and Old Folks’ Home-Korea
.................. 1.800
Gospel Hospital-Pusan. Korea ................................
I . 400
Leper Patients-Korea
........................................
1. 500
Blind Center. Shuzuoka. Japan .................................
500
300
Rehabilitation Center. Hiroshima. Japan .........................
4. 000
Kenya Medical Clinic (Rietkerk-Van Galen) ....................
Total ....................................................

$25. 500

Total

DIACONAL MINISTRIES-USA:
Emergency Relief .............................................
5. 000
Student Work-Scholarships-Philadelphia
......................
12.000
Emergency Medical Relief-”Hospitalization”
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 . 000
Total

......................................................

MISCELLANEOUS:
Disaster Relief-Home

............................
...............................

and Foreign

Total General Account Budget

$22.000
$ 5 .000

$ 5 . 000

$64.600
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PROPOSED INCOME BUDGET FOR 1982
(Continued)
“AGED AND INFIRM MINISTERS’, MINISTERS’ WIDOWS AND
ORPHANS ACCOUNT”
Anticipated Disbursements .....................................
Reserve Funds for Emergency Needs ...........................
Total

$10,000
10,000

......................................................
..................................

$20’000

Total Income Budget, 1982

$84,600

To the Committee on General Benevolence
of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church
We have examined the Report of the Treasurer of the Committee on General Benevolence
of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church for the year 1980. Our examination was made in accordance with standard auditing procedures and such other test of the accounting records which we
considered necessary in the circumstances, except as noted in the following paragraph.
Income from contributions was not confirmed.
In our opinion, subject to the afore mentioned exception the Report of the Treasurer fairly
presents the cash receipts and disbursements for the year 1980 and the assets held at December
3 1 , 1980, in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles applied on a basis consistent with that of the preceding year.
Respectfully submitted,
Willow Street, PA
Huber & Drewes CPA
February 18, 1981

R E P O R T O F T H E TREASURER
FOR THE YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1980
STATEMENT OF RECORDED CASH RECEIPTS AND
DISBURSEMENTS OF THE GENERAL ACCOUNT
$

BALANCE ON HAND JANUARY 1, J980
RECEIPTS
Contributions:
From OPC Churches
Designated ...............................
Non-Designated ..........................
From OPC Deacons
Designated ...............................
Non-Designated ..........................
From Other OPC Sources
Designated ...............................
Non-Designated ..........................
From Non-OPC Sources
Designated ...............................
Non-Designated ..........................

$

3,720.47

443.66
$

86.00

35,929.24
38,060.44
8,635.47
7,490.00
585.25

Total Designated ........................
45,593.62
Total Non-Designated ...................
Total Contributions .....................

45,636.44
91,230.06
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STATEMENT O F RECORDED CASH RECEIPTS AND
DISBURSEMENTS OF THE GENERAL ACCOUNT
(Continued)
Other:
Transferred from Savings Account

............
..............
...................

16,000.00

Total Receipts and Transfer

107,230.06

Total Funds Available

110,950.53

DISBURSEMENTS
Office and Administration .....................
$ 1,291.11
Honorarium (Sec-Treas) .......................
1,200.00
Postage ......................................
387.88
Legal & Accounting ...........................
200.00
Telephone ...................................
443.71
Travel and Meals of Committee Members ....... 2,745.50
Temporary Loan Report .......................
2,500.00
“New Horizons” .............................
1,500.00
Total

...................................

$10,268.20’

Diaconal Ministries:
Relief Fund. American
Family A ................................
1,000.00
Family B-Temporary Loan ............... 4,975.00
-Gifts ..........................
2,100.00
Family C-Temporary Loan ............... 12,800.00
-Gifts ..........................
8,460.00
Family D ................................
600.00
Family E ................................
200.00
100.00
Family F .................................
Family G ................................
100.00
Family H ................................
100.00
Family I .................................
25.00
Family J .................................
25.00
Total

..................................

30,485.00

Relief Fund. Korea .........................
1,500.00
Relief Fund. Taiwan ........................
1,500.00
Student Work Scholarships:
. Japan ....................................
$ 200.00
Korea .... ; ..............................
1,000.00
Orphan Scholarship: Korea ..................
1,800.00
Leper Patients. Korea .......................
1,500.00
Mental Hospital. and Old Folk’s Home . . . . . . . 1,800.00
Gospel Hospital. Pusan ......................
1,400.00
Medical Center. Kenya ......................
2,400.00
500.00
Blind Center. Shuzuoka. Japan
Rehabilitation Center. Japan
300.00
Total

..................................

13,900.00
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STATEMENT OF RECORDED CASH RECEIPTS AND
DISBURSEMENTS OF THE GENERAL ACCOUNT
(Continued)
DISBURSEMENTS (Continued)
Other:
Emergency Medical Relief
Family A ................................
500.00
Family B ................................
400.00
Total
“Hospitalization Premiums”
Family A ................................
Family B ................................
Family C ................................
Family D ................................
Total

900.00
1,484.08
1,484.08
246.02
217.60

...................................

3,43 1.78

Work Scholarships USA
Emmanuel Chapel, Phila. Pa. .............. 10,000.00
Christian Rights Defense Fund,
25.00
San Francisco ..........................
Uganda Foundation, New Life OPL ........ 4,525.52
African Foundation, Inc. .................. 1,320.00
100.00
WRC-NAE, Algeria .......................
Asian Refugees, “Skilton House” .......... 4,708.85

..................................
Total Other Ministries ...................
Total Diaconal Ministries ................
Total Disbursements ....................
Transferred to Savings Account ..........
Total

20,679.37
25,011.15
44,385.00
79,664.35
1 9,000.00

Transferred to Aged and Infirm
Ministers Account ......................
Total Disbursements and Transfer

7,500.00

........

1 06,164.35

BALANCE IN GENERAL ACCOUNT DECEMBER 31,1980

4,786.18

$

STATEMENT OF RECORDED CASH RECEIPTS AND
DISBURSEMENTS OF THE AGED AND
INFIRM MINISTERS’ ACCOUNT
BALANCE ON HAND JANUARY I , 1980

$

RECEIPTS
Contributions:
From OPC Churches, Designated ............. !$ 555.44
From OPC Deacons, Designated ............. 7,971.13
From Other OPC Sources, Designated ........
724.00
Total Contributions

.......................

$ 9,250.57

-
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STATEMENT OF RECORDED CASH RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS
OF THE AGED AND INFIRM MINISTERS' ACCOUNT
(Con ti nued)
RECEIPTS (Continued)

.................
............................
Transferred from General Account ..........
Total Funds Available .....................

Interest from Savings Account

332.25

Total Receipts

DISBURSEMENTS
Minister's Family (1)
Minister's Family (2)

..........................
..........................
Total Disbursements ......................

9,582.82
7.500.00
17,082.82
$5,300.00
3,000.00
8,300.00
$ 8,782.82

BALANCE ON HAND DECEMBER 31, i98o
SAVINGS ACCOUNT: First Federal Savings & Loan Assoc. of Lancaster, Pa.
Balance on Hand, January 1, 1980 ..............
$
86.67
Transferred from General Account ..............
19,000.00
Interest Earned ...............................
217.64
Transferred to General Account ................
16,000.00
Balance on Hand, December 31, 1980 ...........
3,304.31
INVESTMENTS: Church Extension Fund Demand Notes

............................
............................
............................
............................
...........................
...........................
...........................
Total Investments .........................

1 ' 1911969-# A-40
51 3/1961-#A-64
51 211962-#A48
21 411963-#A-95
2/26/1964-#A-l16
31 2/196S-#A-124
31 3/1967-##-144

$

500.00
I,000.00
I,000.00
500.00
500.00
I,000.00
2,000.00

$ 6,500.00

ANALYSTS OF RESERVE BALANCES
FOR THE YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1980

Cash Balance, January 1, 1980
Investment Balance, January 1
Reserve Balance Total, January 1
Cash Received
Cash Disbursed
Cash Increase (Decrease)
Cash Balance, December 31, 1980
Investment Balance, December 3 1
Reserve Balance, December 3 1

*

Includes Transfer between funds.

General
Account
$ 3,720.47

Aged & Infirm.
Ministers Acct.

3,720.47

6,500.00
6,500.00

Total
3,720.47
6,500.00
10,220.47

107,230.06*
106,164.35
1,065.71

17,S82.82*
8,300.00
8,782.82

124,812.88
114,464.35
10,348.53

4,786.18
4,786.18

8,782.82
6,500.00
15,282.82

13,569.00
6,500.OO
20,069.00

-

$

-

$
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Mr. Jones reported the concurrence of Advisory Committee #7 with the report of the
Committee on Diaconal Ministries.
On separate motions recommendations 1 and 2 were adopted.
It was moved to adopt recommendation 3.
On motion the pending question was referred to Advisory Committee #7 to report back to
the Assembly.
The floor was declared open for nominations to the Committee on Diaconal Ministries. The
following were nominated: Ministers-Bachman and Ronald E. Lutz; Ruling Elders-Jerold
Barnett (Bartlesville), R. Gene List, D.D.S. (Hatboro), and Nightengale; Deacons-David Bird
(Leesburg), Bruno Langewouters (Hatboro), and David Winslow (Garden Grove).
The Moderator later announced the election of the Rev. Mr. Bachman and Ruling Elder
Nightengale to the class of 1984, Ruling Elder Barnett to the class of 1983, and Deacon Winslow
to the class of 1982.
Mr. Galbraith introduced to the Assembly the Rev. Wietse Huizinga,fraternu/ delegate of
the Canudian Reformed Churches. On motion Mr. Huizinga was enrolled as a corresponding
member.
The Assembly recessed at 9:03 p.m. following prayer led by Mr. Haldeman.
TUESDAY MORNING, JUNE 2
Following a devotional service led by Mr. Kinnaird, the Assembly reconvened at 8: 13 a.m.
Mr. Vanden Burg led in prayer.
The minutes of the sessions of Monday, June 1, were approved as presented.
'

Mr. Hoogerhyde, President of the Committee on Pensions, presented its report. On motion
Standing Rule Chapter VI, Section 7, was suspended and the report was ordered included in the
Minutes without being read aloud.

REPORT

THE COMMITTEE ON PENSIONS

The Committee on Pensions held two regular meetings during the'year 1980. In addition the
Investments Sub-committee held one meeting with the representative of W. H. Newbold's Son
& Co., investment advisor for the Retirement Equity Fund.
The officers of the Committee are as follows: President, Garret A. Hoogerhyde; VicePresident, John P. Galbraith; Secretary, Edward A. Haug; Treasurer, Garret A. Hoogerhyde.
HOSPITALIZATION
In March of 1980 the Committee took another step in its effort to increase medical coverage
within the framework of reasonable premium costs. As a result of this change, the fee schedule
for doctors fees was eliminated, and all such fees which are reasonable and customary for the
area in which the participant resides are fully covered.
Another result of the restructuring of the plan was to set the maximum out-of-pocket
expense for an individual in a calendar year at $500, and for a family at $1,100. The life
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insurance coverage for the participant only ($5,000) and the major medical coverage ($250,000)
remain unchanged.
During the latest 12-month period for which we have statistics, the premiums paid to the
insurance camer exceeded the claims for the first time in three years. As a result the premium
remains unchanged.
There were a total of 289 claims filed for the year. The average amount paid per claim for
the period was $280.
Period-9/79-8/80
Premiums Paid
Claims Paid
Participants
$2 1,263
$ 66,389
96,094
Dependents
59,614
Total

$80,877

$162,483

Life Insurance

$15,000

$

Present Premium Cost (monthly)
Single Participant
Participant and Family
Special 65 Coverage-Single
Special 65 Coverage-Husband and Wife

5,114

$ 48.49

122.84
17.30
34.60

PENSIONS AND INSURANCE
The year 1980 marked the twelfth year of the Plan under its present structure. An indication
of the growth of the Plan during that period is as follows:
Year End
Participants
Total Fund
Pensioners
1969
2
103
$ 325,893
1971
5
430,920
121
7
1973
133
441,797
11
1975
142
577,049
1977
12
141
742,649
21
1979
154
903,997
1980
25
1,056,593
159
The term life insurance continues to be carried with the North American Life Assurance
Company. The annual premium per individual, on $19,000 coverage, was $126. The annual
premium for 1981 will be $132 for $20,000 coverage. During the year 1980 there was one life
insurance claim paid in the amount of $19,000. During the year, the insurance carrier, upon the
request of the Committee, agreed to provide accidental death coverage for the foreign missionaires covered under the plan. Prior to that time they were not eligible for such coverage.
All of the investments of the Fund continue to be managed by the firm of W.H. Newbold's
Son & Co. , Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, under guidelines established by the Committee. Those
guidelines are as follows:
1 . The assets of the committee should be invested selectively so as to enhance the future
value and purchasing power of those assets. Investment programs, therefore, should be designed to provide the maximum rate of return available, through capital appreciation and income, relative to risk, that the avenues for investment will permit.
'
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2. The maximum rate of return available over the long term can be achieved through a
primary emphasis on ownership of the highest quality equities. Moreover, in view of the conservative nature of a pension fund, we feel that high-grade fixed income securities should
always be part of the investment portfolio of the fund.
3. There must be flexibility concerning long term and short term investments, the proportion
of equities vs. bonds, cash equivalents, or otheralternatives. These must change from time to time
depending on conditions.
4. Pension funds being by nature trust funds, securities selected for purchase should be of
investment quality rather than speculative.
The continued high interest rates during the last year resulted in a further decline in the
market value of the fixed income securities held by the Fund. However, there was a substantial
increase in the market value of the common stock portion of the portfolio, resulting in a net
increase of 6.4% in value of the total portfolio. This gain, together with the increased income
received from interest and dividends, resulted in a year end credit to each participant’s account
of 14.57% of his account balance. At the present time the assets of the fund are yielding current
income in excess of 9%.

PENSION SUPPLEMENT FUND
Although the contributions to the Pension Supplement Fund did not reach the goal set by
the committee for the year, the total amount received was a substantial increase over the prior
year. The financial report of the Pension Supplement Fund for the year 1980 is as follows:
Balance-January

1, 1980

Income
Contributions-churches and individuals
Interest

$ 62,312.29

$41,846.95
9,140.11

Total income

50.987.06
113,299.35

Disbursements
Pension supplements
Supplies
Total disbursements
Balance-December

3 1, 1980

8,255.00
3.00
8,258.00
$105,04 1.35

All of the assets of the Pension Supplement Fund are invested in high-yielding short-term
certificates of deposits and U.S. Treasury notes.
During the year the Committee extended benefits from the Pension Supplement Fund to
qualified persons who have at least 20 years of service and who are 65 years of age prior to
January 1, 1981.
Payments made to eligible participants were at the rate of $25 per month for the first 10
months of 1980. In November the monthy payment was increased to $40. At the end of the year
there were 26 pensioners receiving this monthly supplement. As new coiiiributions are added to
the Fund, the amount of the monthly supplement will be increased.
Pursuant to the authorization of the Forty-seventh General Assembly, the Committee has
designated the pension supplement payments made to retired ministers as housing or rental
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allowance paid in recognition of, and as compensation for, their past services, effective January
1, 1981.

PROPOSED UNION WITH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA
Should the Forty-eighth General Assembly vote favorably to unite with the Presbyterian
Church in America, the Committee will request a conference with the Presbyterian Church in
America Trustees of the Insurance and Annuity Fund to reach an agreement as to the handling
and disposition of the assets of the Retirement Equity Fund. The Committee, on the basis of
contractual agreement between the participants and the Orthodox Presbyterian Church through
the terms and provisions of the Pension Plan, regards the funds held by it as an inviolable trust
for the participants and their heirs.
RECOMMENDATIONS
1. The Committee recommends that the Forty-eighth General Assembly request a contribution of $7.00 per communicant member from the churches for 1982 for the Pension Supplement Fund.
2. The Committee recommends that the Forty-eighth General Assembly request each
presbytery to include in its by-laws the annual appointment of a pereson to serve as Pension
Plan Representative, whose duty shall be to inform the Committee on Pensions of the name and
address of each licentiate or minister who is received into the presbytery.

ELECTIONS
The terms of the following members of the Committee expire with this Assembly: Minister,
John P. Galbraith; Ruling Elders, Garret A. Hoogerhyde and Harold R. Keenan.
REPORT OF THE TREASURER
The reports of the Traasurer for both the Pension Fund and the Hospitalization Account, as
audited by Stephen P. Radics and Co., Certified Public Accountants, are as follows:
Committee on Pensions
Orthodox Presbyterian Church
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
We have examined the balance sheet of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church Pension Fund
as of December 31, 1980 and 1979 and the related statement of revenue and expense and
changes in fund balance for the years then ended. Our examinations were made in accordance
with generally accepted auditing standards, and accordingly included such tests of the accounting records and such other auditing procedures a s we considered necessary in the
circumstances.
In our opinion, the accompanying financial statements present fairly the financial position
of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church Pension Fund at December 31, 1980 and 1979 and the
results of its operations and changes in its fund balance for the years then ended, in conformity
with generally accepted accounting principles applied on a consistent basis.
Stephen P. Radics & Co.
Haledon, New Jersey
March 7, 1981
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PENSION FUND BALANCE SHEET
For the Year Ended
December 3 1,
1980
1979
ASSETS

Cash in banks-Schedule
Cash-trust

I.

$

8,454

$ 20,543

-

1,444

11,042

10,287

1,037,097

871,338

accounts

Accrued investment income
Investments-trust accounts
(at market value)-Schedule

2.

Exchange
TOTALASSETS

155

155

$1,056,748

$903,767

LIABILITIES A N D FUNDBALANCE
Prepaid contributions

155

$

Fund balance

TOTALLIABILITIES
A N D FUNDBALANCE
(See notes to financial statements.)

$

270

1,056,593

903,497

$1,056,748

$903,767

PENSION FUND
STATEMENT OF REVENUE AND EXPENSE AND
CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE
For the Year Ended December 31,
1980
1979
Revenue:
Contributions
Investment income
Transfers from other plans
Realized gain on sale of investments
Transfer from supplemental fund
Unrealized appreciation investments
Total revenue

$87,989
78,371
-

$77,297
65,369
1,439
2 1,057
6,400

8,255
60,840

$ 235,455

$171,562
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Expenses:
Premiums on life insurance
Realized loss on investments
Annuities purchased
Pension distributions
Payments supplemental pian
Withdrawals and transfers
General and administrative expenses
Unrealized depreciation investments

15,219
2,251
12,689
27,215
8,255
13,341
3,389

14,882

-

15,985
6,400
1,881
2,92827,650

-

Total expenses

82,359

69,726

Excess of revenue over expense (deficit)

153,096

101,836

Fund balance-beginning of period

903,497

801,661

$1,056,593

$903,497

Fund balance-end

of period

(See notes to financial statements.)

NOTE 1. GENERAL

The Orthodox Presbyterian Church Pension Fund was created in order to provide term life
insurance during period of eligibility and retirement benefits at age 65 for the Church’s ordained
ministers, its permanent fuII-time employees, and the permanent full-time employees of a congregation or organization thereof. The normal retirement benefit is based on the participants’
equity in the fund at the time of retirement and on the income option selected. The fund also
provides death and disability benefits.
NOTE2. SIGNIFICANT
ACCOUNTING
POL~CIES
The fund uses the accrual method of accounting.
Investments in U.S. Government and other marketable securities are valued at current
market values.
Committee on Pensions
Orthodox Presbyterian Church
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
The audited financial statements of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church Pension Fund and
our report thereon for the period ended December 31, 1980 and 1979 are reflected in the
preceding section (pages 1-4). The financial information that follows was derived from the
accounting records tested by us as part of the auditing procedures employed in our examination
of the aforementioned financial statements. It is supplementary information and is not necessary for a fair presentation of the financial position and results of operation of the fund.
In our opinion the accompanying supplementary information is stated fairly in all material
aspects in relation to the financial statements taken as a whole, which are covered by our
opinion in the forepart of this report.
Stephen P. Radics & Co.
Haledon, New Jersey
March 7, 1981
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Schedule 1.

PENSION FUND
SCHEDULE OF CASH RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS
For the Year Ended
December 31,
1979
1980
Cash Balance-beginning

of period

$ 20,543

$ 10,129

87,719
63,819
8,380
70,206
2,031

-

77,567
6,824
6,400
61,559
1,439

232,155

153,789

162,135
12,689
15,219
27,215
13,341
2,001
8,255

101,126
14,882
15,985
2,054

240,855

140,447

Cash Receipts:
Premibms received
Receipt-trust accounts
Receipts-pension supplemental plan
Investment income
Exchanges
Transfers from other plans

~

Total Cash Receipts
Cash Disbursements:
Payments-trust accounts
Annuities purchased
Premiums-life insurance
Pension payments
Withdrawals-vested interest
Exchanges
Payments pension supplemental plan

-

6,400

~~

Expenses-general fund:
Honorarium-treasurer
Legal and auditing
Meeting expense
Stationery and printing
Postage
Telephone
Bonding expense
Safe deposit box
Total Cash Disbursements
Cash Balance-end

of period

(See notes to financial statements.)

800
600
1,136
399
277
26
146

800
550

88 1
184
300
62
146

5

5

3,389

2,928

244,244

143,375

8,454

$ 20,543

$
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Schedule 2.
PENSION FUND
SCHEDULE O F INVESTMENTS-TRUST

ACCOUNTS

For the Year Ended December 31
1980
1979
Market
Market
cost
Value
cost
Value
Dreyfus Liquid Asset Fund

$

W. H. Newbold’s Son & Co.:
Bonds
Common stock
U.S. Government securities

45,622

$

45,622

$ 44,823
$ 44,823
-

354,194
515,678
125,944

260,109
622,029
109,3 37

354,194
416,006
121,496
-

291,720
427,367
107,428
-

995,816

99 1,475

$1,04 1,438

$1,037,097

891,696 826,515
$936,519 $871,338
-

(See notes to financial statements.)
Committee on Pensions
Orthodox Presbyterian Church
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

We have examined the balance sheet of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church Hospitalization
Account as of December 31, 1980 and 1979 and the related statement of revenue, expense and
changes in fund balance for the years then ended. Our examination was made in accordance
with generally accepted auditing standards, and accordingly included such tests of the accounting records and such other auditing procedures a s we considered necessary in the
circumstances.
In our opinion, the accompanying financial statements present fairly the financial position
of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church Hospitalization Account at December 31, 1980 and 1979
and the results of its operations and changes in its fund balance for the years then ended, in
conformity with generally accepted accounting principles applied on a consistent basis.
Stephen P. Radics & Co.
Haledon, New Jersey
March 7, 1981
HOSPITALIZATION ACCOUNT BALANCE SHEET
December 31
1980
1979
ASSETS
Cash in bank-New Jersey Bank
Cash in bank-Prospect Park National Bank
Cash in bank-Prospect Park Savings and Loan
Cash-Value Line Cash Fund
Total Cash
Accounts receivable-premiums
TOTALASSETS

due

$ 299

-

$

-

8,088

2,960
169
3,263

8,387

6,392

37 1

370

$8,758

$6,762
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LIABILITIES
A N D FUND
BALANCE
Premiums collected in advance
Accounts payable-due Lincoln National
Fund balance
TOTALLIABILITIES
A N D FUND
BALANCE

131

$8,191
567

$6,644
123
(5)

$8,758

$6,762

(See accountant’s report.)
HOSPlTALIZATlON ACCOUNT
STATEMENT OF REVENUE AND EXPENSE AND
CHANGES [N FUND BALANCE
For the Year Ended December 3 1.
1979
1980
Revenue:
Premiums-members
Service charges
Interest
Total Revenue

$1 52,168
818
538

$165,736
1,332
1,128
$168,196

$153,524

165,736
1,888

152,168
1,759

167,624

153.927

572

(403)

Expenses:
Premiums-insurance companies
General and administrative expenses
Total Expenses
Excess of expenses over revenue

398

Fund balance-beginning of period
Fund balance-end

of period

$

567

(See accountants’ report.)
Committee on Pensions
Orthodox Presbyterian Church
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
The audited financial statements of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church Hospitalization
Account and our report thereon for the period ended December 3 1 , 1980 and 1979 are reflected
in the preceding section (pages 1-3). The financial information that follows was derived from the
accounting records tested by us as part of the auditing procedures employed in our examination
of the aforementioned financial statements. It is supplementary information and not necessary
for a fair presentation of the financial position and results of operations of the fund.
In our opinion the accompanying supplementary information is stated fairly in all material
aspects in relation to the financial statements taken as a whole, which are covered by our
opinion in the forepart of this report.
Stephen P. Radics & Co.
Haledon, New Jersey
March 7, 1981
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Schedule I .
HOSPITALIZATION ACCOUNT
SCHEDULE OF CASH RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS

Cash Balance-beginning

of period

For the Years Ended
December 3 1,
i979
1980
$ 6,392
$ 8,044

Cash Receipts:
Premiums received
Service charges
Interest
Total Cash Receipts
Cash Disbursements:
Premiums paid, inter-company
Premiums paid, Lincoln National
Premium refunded

167,282
1,332
1.128

150,877
818
538

169,742

152,233

165,859

-

49,663
102,382
81

1 65 ,859

152,126

1,200
225
429
34

1,200
200
237
122

167,747

153,885

~

Expenses-general fund:
Honorarium
Auditing
Supplies and postage
Telephone
Total Cash Disbursements
Cash Balance-end

of period

$

8,387

$

6,392

(See accountants’ report.)

By its silence, Advisory Committee #7 concurred with the report.
On separate motions the recommendations of the committee were adopted.
The floor was declared open for nominations to the Committee on Pensions. The following
were nominated: Minister-Galbraith; Ruling Elders-Hoogerhyde and Harold R. Keenan
(Whippany).
There being no further nominations, the Moderator declared the Rev. Mr. Galbraith and
Ruling Elders Hoogerhyde and Keenan elected to the class of 1984.
At the Moderator’s request, Mr. Eyres led in prayer for Mrs. Crossett, who had been
suddenly taken ill while with her husband at the Assembly.
Mr. Duff, Chairman of the Committee on Revisions to the Book of Discipline and the
Directoryfor Worship, presented its report. On motion the report was ordered included in the
Minutes without being read aloud.
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON REVISIONS TO
THE BOOK OF DISCIPLINE AND THE
DIRECTORY FOR WORSHIP
The committee met twice in this past year. Eight letters were received consisting of four
from ministers, two from ruling elders, one from a presbytery and one from a session.
A completed revision of the Book of Discipline was mailed out in February of 1980. At the
47th General Assembly a list of corrections and additions was handed out. This list was further
updated and then mailed out to all the ministers and churches in January of 1981. Thus, all
ministers and churches have been informed as to the latest proposed revision of the Book of
Discipline. An updated copy of the Book of Discipline incorporating these revisions will be
made available at the General Assembly.
It is our hope that the revised book will receive a favorable reception by the Assembly’s
advisory committee and will be recommended to the General Assembly for adoption.
The 47th General Assembly returned the responsibility for the revision of the Directory for
Public Worship to this committee. We have worked on this but have no report at this time on
specific revisions to that book.
The committee presents the following recommendations:
( 1 ) That this assembly propose to the presbyteries for their approval the Revised Book of
Discipline.

(2) That this assembly instruct the Stated Clerk of the assembly to send to the presbyteries
by August 31, 1981, a copy of the Revised Book of Discipline as approved by the assembly,
together with a letter informing them that it is to be voted on as a whole.
(3) That a new section 3.d of Chapter XXVI of the Form of Government read, “When a
minister shall ask to be relieved of his office, the presbytery shall require him to wait six months
and in the meantime shall ascertain whether the reasons for his proposed action are of sufficient
weight. If at the end of that time his desire is unchanged and the presbytery is satisfied as to the
sufficiency of his reasons, he shall be recognized as having thereby divested himself of his office
and the presbytery shall record the fact in its minutes, remove his name from the roll, and’
dismiss him to a particular church or enroll him as a member of the regional church without
membership in a particular church.”
(4) That the committee on the Revision to the Book of Discipline and the Directory for
Public Worship be continued.
Our estimated expenses for the coming year are $ I ,500.00.
Respectfully submitted
Donald J . Duff, Chairman
Glenn D. Jerrell
Jack J. Peterson

Mr. Newsom presented the report of Advisory Committee #9 as follows:
REPORT OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE #9
A. Regarding the Report of the Historian
1 . Advisory Committee #9 recommends that the Assembly appoint the Rev. Charles
Dennison Historian.
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B. Regarding the Report of the Committee on Revisions to the Book of Discipline and the
Directory for Worship
1. Advisory Committee #9 recommends that the Assembly adopt the following procedural
guidelines.
a. That there be a question and answer period in which the commissioners may obtain
information from the Committee on Revisions to the Book of Discipline and the Directory for
Worship: the discussion proceeding seriatum chapter by chapter; the period for discussion for
each chapter and for the revision as a whole, to be terminated by the Moderator when he judges
it to be appropriate or earlier by motion.
b. The proposed Revision may be amended only on a recommendation by the Committee on Revisions to the Book of Discipline and approved by the Assembly.
2. Advisory Committee #9 recommends the following substitute for the Committee on
Revisions to the Book of Discipline and the Directory for Worship Recommendation #3, that
the Committee’s Recommendation #3 be referred back to it for perfecting.
The recommendation in Section B.l. in the report of Advisory Committee #9, was
adopted.
The Assembly recessed at 10:02 a.m. and reconvened at 10:22 a.m.
Mr. Stigers,fraternal delegate of the Reformed Presbyterian Church, Evangelical Synod,
addressed the Assembly.
Mr. Settle, a fraternal delegate of the Presbyterian Church in America, addressed the
Assembly.
Mr. Galbraith introduced to the Assembly the Rev. Paul H. Treick, fraternal delegate of
the Reformed Church in the U S . On motion Mr. Treick was enrolled as a corresponding
member.
Mr. Jones presented a further report of Advisory Committee #7.

PARTIAL REPORT OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE #7
The Committee recommends that the General Assembly inform the stated clerks or appropriate agencies of the Presbyterian Church in America, the Associate Reformed Presbyterian
Church, the Reformed Presbyterian Church in North America, the Reformed Presbyterian
Church, Evangelical Synod, the Korean American Presbyterian Church, the Canadian Reformed Churches, and the Reformed Church in the U.S. of the serious needs of the Reformed
Church in Zimbabwe by recommending that their congregation send funds for this project
through our Committee on Diaconal Ministries.

On motion the recommendation was adopted.
The Assembly resumed consideration of the report of the Committee on Revisions to the
Book of Discipline and the Directory for Worship.
It was moved and carried to advance the order of the day at 1:15 p.m., namely, consideration of Complaint 1 to the 47th G. A., to the present time.
Mr. Payton, a member of the committee t o Meet with Complainants, presented its report.
On motion Standing Rule Chapter VI, Section 7, was suspended and the report was ordered
included in the Minutes without being read aloud.
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE TO
MEET WITH COMPLAINANTS
(In re Complaint 1 to the 47th General Assembly)
The Committee on Appeals and Complaints, in response to the request of the Fortyseventh General Assembly (Minures, pp. 229, 2301, appointed the Rev. Messrs. Tyson and
Payton to serve as “ a two-man committee to confer with the complainants [Messrs. Joseph P.
Braswell and Daniel J. Dillard] . , . with a view to clarifying and possibly satisfying their
concern, and to report to the Forty-eighth General Assembly with an analysis of the issues
involved and recommendations for the assembly’s response to the complaint.” This committee
met with Messrs. Braswell and Dillard and was able to attain some helpful clarification, but it
was unsuccessful in the attempt to provide any alternative that would satisfy their concerns and
thus allow them to withdraw their complaint.
To clarify the background of the complaint before the Forty-eighth General Assembly, it
should be noted that:
1. The complaint against the Presbytery of the South received by the General Assembly is
actually a modification and expansion of a prior complaint brought against the session of Bethel’
OPC, Ft. Lauderdale, Florida.

2. The documents relevant to the complaint brought to the Forty-eighth General Assembly, in chronological sequence, are as follows (an asterisk [*I denotes documents available in
the Minutes of the Forty-seventh General Assembly, to which the page numbers in parentheses
refer-some or all of the other documents may become available at the Forty-eighth General
Assembly in mimeographed form):
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
*g.
h.
*i.

Complaint to session of Bethel OPC against decision of board of trustees;
Minority report submitted by dissenting trustees to session of Bethel OPC:
Response of session (entitled, ”The Usury Issue”);
Complainants’ examination of session’s response;
Complaint to Presbytery of the South against session of Bethel OPC;
Report of committee of presbytery erected to study the complaint:
Complainants’ response to report of committee of presbytery (pp. 35-40);
Relevant decisions of the Presbytery of the South; and
Complaint against Presbytery of the South (pp. 33-35).

To clarify the text of the complaint itself, it should be further noted that at some point
leading up to the reproduction of the complaint in the Minutes of the Forty-seventh General
Assembly, a page of one of the other documents was inadvertently substituted for the corresponding page in the actual complaint, with the result that the argument of the complaint is
garbled on pp. 34, 35. To correct this, the proper page of the complaint will be available in
mimeographed form for the Forty-eighth General Assembly, and it should be inserted into the
body of the complaint as found in the Minutes of the Forty-seventh General Assembly, in place
of the section beginning with the words, “moral law (again . . .” (p. 34, twelfth line from the
bottom of the page), and ending with the words, “as it was upon the old” (p. 35, line 8).
The committee was able to clarify the complainants’ concerns. Ultimately, they desire to
see the OPC study the matter of the proper method of financing the work of the Kingdom of
God. Their proximate concerns are as follows:
1 . Complainants allege that the Presbytery of the South, in following the report of its
committee, ultimately based its decision regarding the complaint against session of Bethel OPC
on the exegesis of Ex. 22:25; Lev. 25:35-37; and Deut. 23:19, 20, without considering the
broader view of debt according to Scripture (which was the complainants’ focal concern);
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2. Complainants, although themselves espousing a theonomic orientation to Old Tesrament legislation, deny that that orientation is essential to the burden of the complaint;

3. Complainants deny the legitimacy of ”loans of convenience,” allowing only the legitimacy of loans of necessity and commercial loans:
4. Complainants object to the defense of the Bethel Church loan as a commercial loan, on
the grounds that the Church is not a commercial institution; and

5. Complainants contend, on the basis of Rom. 14:23, that the burden of proof rests upon
presbytery to allay any and all reasonable doubt that the lending agreement in question is
permitted by perspicuous Scriptural principles.
The committee makes the following recommendations:
1. that the Forty-eighth General Assembly make arrangements for travel compensation
for the complainants;
2. that the Forty-eighth General Assembly grant complainants thirty (30) minutes to
present the argument for their complaint, in addition to regular privileges of the floor during
debate of the question; and
3. that the Forty-eighth General Assembly erect a committee to study the broader question of financing the work of the Kingdom of God and report its findings to the Forty-ninth
General Assembly.

Respectfully submitted,
Thomas E. Tyson
James R. Payton, Jr.

Attachment to Report of the Committee
to Met? with Complainants
Corrected version of Compluint I to 47th Generul Assembly
Complaint I (body of complaint)

From Joseph P. Braswell and Daniel J. Dillard

To Richard A. Barker, Clerk of the General Assembly of the Orthodox Presbyterian
Church:
And now, this twenty-ninth day of October, A.D. 1979 come Joseph P. Braswell and Daniel
J . Dillard and complain against the action of the Presbytery of the South in connection with its
decision to deny the complaint against the Bethel session and in support of said complaint set
forth the following reasons:

I. The complaint against the Bethel session, together with the attached report submitted by
the plaintiffs which sets forth in detail their case and argued for their position, was inadequately
studied by the Presbytery against which this complaint is made. In support of this allegation is
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submitted the response of the plaintiffs to the ”Report of the Committee to study the Complaint
against the Session of Bethel Orthodox Presbyterian Church in Fort Lauderdale, Florida”
prepared for, and by the authority of the presbytery named herein.
11. The presbytery herein named failed to place the matter of the interest-bearing loan,
contracted by the Bethel session from a brother in the faith (charged in the complaint against
said session as a case of the sin of usury in violation of Deut. 23: 19-20), in the larger context of a
Biblical view of debt in general and the propriety of Christians’ contracting non-commercial (i.e.
not profit-reaping) loans for other purposes than need (e.g. the impropriety of loans of convenience). It further failed to consider the implications of the nature of the church as a charitable
institution (as a distinct sphere of law than the sphere of commercial enterprise and transaction)
and the implications of the familial character of the covenant community upon the application of
the Mosaic usury legislation. The interpretation of Deut. 23: 19 (whether it applies to only the
brother in need or to all brothers), which was the major concern of the presbytery herein named,
is less important for understanding its application to the Bethel loan than are these considerations which were inadequately dealt with by the presbytery.
111. The presbytery study committee presented against the plaintiffs position an erroneous
interpretation of John Calvin’s position on this matter and failed to deal at all with the relevant
statements in the subordinate standards of this church. The plaintiffs contend that our church’s
adopted form of the Westminster Larger Catechism (Q. #142), according to the divines’ intended meaning of the word “usury” and their understanding of what this sin entails, forbids the
lending arrangement contracted by the Bethel session and therefore contradicts the decision of
the above-named presbytery, made thereby chargeable with approving of a sinful act and
delinquency in its oversight of the Bethel session. By its failure to consider the statements in the
Westminster Standards the above-named presbytery has, in effect, viewed them as irrelevant
and unimportant-a serious matter in light of the history of the Presbyterian Church in the
United States of America whkh led to the founding of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, a
history marked by a growing disregard of the meaning of these standards but a desire to retain
them and give hypocritical lip-service to them out of a sentimental traditionalism. The plaintiffs
contend that proper hermeneutics applied to these standards necessitate that we understand the
word ”usury” as the divines understood it (and they maintain the Puritan understanding of this
term is out of accord with the position of those who approve of lending agreements such as that
contracted by Bethel session). They contend further that approving of these standards requires
that one submit to them and obey them (unless what is required to render such obedience
compels one to break a clear command of Scripture) until such a time as the church, by a more
careful and informed understanding of Scripture, amends those standards, believing them unscriptural, ought to work actively toward amendment of them, all the while submitting to them
in conduct (again, unless disobedience to God is required by such submission) until such a time
as such amendment is accomplished. Disobedience is not required by the Westminster understanding of usury (even on the assumption that the understanding is incorrect), so submission is
required (especially as there is no effort being made toward amendment at present). Presbytery’s action was therefore wrong and its failure to study the standards disconcerting.

IV. The theonomic foundation of the plaintiffs was unduly dismissed. This occurred in
spite of the arguments adduced by the plaintiffs in their response to the “Report of Committee”
(point 1). The plaintiffs still contend that this issue is relevant to the approach to and application
of the usury legislation in this age as binding. An approach to this legislation on the basis of the
methodology used by the study committee breaks down into contradictions (the three-fold
distinction of ceremonial, judicial and moral as it is presently understood in Reformed circles
destroys the contention of the study committee based on their outline-framework pre-exegesis
of the Pentateuchal legislation since numerous examples of the case-laws-expansions of the
moral Decalogue-are judicial, and since the “Report of Committee” has accepted this “traditional” three-fold distinction and contends that moral laws are binding and applicable, but will
not assert anything concerning judicial law, one cannot establish the binding character of the
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usury legislation solely on the basis of this framework approach without defining the categories
“moral” and “judicial.” Are the laws given us in Deut. 17:2-7 or Ex. 21: 12-36-as just two
examples of numerous ones that can be cited-to similarly be ruled as moral law, as would
seem to be required by the same methodological approach of the committee used to judge the
usury laws as moral? If not, what other considerations enter in? No matter if one says yes or no,
theonomy has entered the discussion, unless we are to say that the decision of the committee
was purely arbitrary, applicable to the one instance of usury and without any hermeneutical
foundation) and is invalidated by the further internal problems such as, according to the outline,
the tithe would be subsumed under the third commandment (Deut. 14:22), instead of the first or
eighth, and Deut. 24: 1-5 is subsumed under the eighth commandment, instead of the seventh.
Since this system does not hold up, the theonomic thesis ought to be examined as a means of
approaching the usury legislation in a non-arbitrary, methodologically consistent manner, especially since theonomy has entered into the usury issue and was in the complaint against Bethel
session (see Reason #2 of said complaint).
V. As argued in point #6 of the plaintiffs’ response to the “Report of Committee,” the
presbytery should, consistent with its duty of oversight, have admonished Bethel session for its
intent of contracting a commercially qualified lending agreement, or “business loan,” with a
brother, which confused the distinct spheres of commercial transaction and inter-covenantal
fellowship (of a familial nature) in its own thinking as to the functions and dealings of the church
and its members, and should have exhorted said session to re-examine its thinking in this area so
as not to be conformed to the thought-forms prevalent in this age. The presbytery, again
consistent with its charge of oversight, should further have exhorted Bethel session to re-think
its position on the place of the tithe in financing the kingdom, as also was argued in point 6 of the
plaintiffs’ response.
VI. Lastly, the plaintiffs do not feel that presbytery truly came to grips with the force of the
certainty vs. reasonable doubt and the Christian liberty arguments adduced by the plaintiffsespecially the former argument. This argument, based on Rom. 14:23, places the full burden of
proof upon those who approve of such lending agreements as the one in question to demonstrate
clearly, beyond any reasonable doubt that may have been produced by the evidence adduced by
the plaintiffs, that such loans are proper for the church.
Joseph P.’Braswell
Daniel J. Dillard
Complainants
Date: October 29, 1979

Mr. Felch presented the report of Advisory Committee #5 as follows:
REPORT OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE #5
Advisory Committee #5 met to consider the documents and hear testimony relevant to the
Complaint of Messrs. Braswell and Dillard against the Presbytery of the South (Complaint 1,
1980). The committee presents to the Assembly the following recommendations:
1. That the Complaint of Messrs. Braswell and Dillard against Bethel Session (Ft. Lauderdale) and the Presbytery of the South be denied.

Grounds

a. The Session and Presbytery should not be charged with delinquency, since the
judicatories gave sufficient (although not exhaustive) response to the Complainants.
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1) When the original Complaint was brought to the Session, it responded with a
paper entitled “The Usury Issue” addressing the concerns of the Complainants.

2) When the Complaint was carried to Presbytery, the Presbytery responded by
erecting a special committee which produced a more exhaustive document, “The
Report of the Committee to Study the Complaint.”
b. In the judgement of the advisory committee the apparent concern of the Complainants is not to bring charges against the lower judicatories involved, but to register their concern
that the church undertake a more thorough examination of this issue. In fact, the action of the
Plaintiffs appears to be more of a protest than a judicial complaint.

2. That the 48th General Assembly erect a committee of three to study the biblical teachings concerning lending and borrowing, especially as it relates to financing the work of the
kingdom of God, and report its findings to the 49th Assembly.

Grounds
a. Despite its denial of the Complaint, the whole committee, in reviewing this matter, is
deeply impressed with the need for the church to give additional and thorough attention to this
matter.
1) Messrs. Braswell and Dillard manifest a jealous concern for the godly practice of
the church and a credible exposition of the biblical passages involved.

2) Messrs. Braswell and Dillard, in the course of their Complaint, argued that usury
is in violation of our secondary standards (WLC #142). Their application of this
prohibition raises questions which demand the establishment of a study committee to
clarify the matter further.
b. Given the denomination’s widespread practice of lending and borrowing, and given
that the biblical warrant for such activity is open to question, the church has a duty to explore
this matter carefully and completely.

On motion recommendation 1 of the Committee to Meet with Complainants was adopted.

No action was taken on recommendation 2.
It was moved to adopt recommendation 3.
Recommendation 2 of Advisory Committee #5 was substituted for the pending question
and was carried.
The Moderator later announced the appointment of Messrs. Keller, Richard C. Miller, and
Wagner to the Committee to Study the Biblical Teachings on Loans.
On motion recommendation 1 of Advisory Committee #5 was adopted.
By general consent Mr. Braswell addressed the Assembly.
The Assembly proceeded to consider Complaint 1 to this Assembly.

Mr. Mitchell, Chairman of the Committee on Appeals and Complaints, reported that the
committee had determined that Complaint I was properly before the Assembly.
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Mr. J. S. Atwell presented the report of Advisory Committee #13 as follows:
REPORT O F ADVISORY COMMITTEE #13
Advisory Committee # I 3 was charged with the responsibility of reviewing Complaint 1, the
complaint of Mr. Arthur Kuschke against the Presbytery of Philadelphia.
In the judgment of the committee the specific concern of the Assembly and therefore of this
advisory committee in considering this complaint is the propriety of the action taken by the
Presbytery in refusing to pursue further investigation and evaluation of the views of Mr. Norman Shepherd on justification (as expressed in the Thirty-four Theses . . .) apart from the
institution of regular judicial procedures (Minutes of Presbytery, September 15, 1980). Against
this action Mr. Kuschke complains alleging that Presbytery has been delinquent in failing to
“resolve” a doctrinal issue “seriously and reasonably proposed,” and that Presbytery’s action
has wrongly forbidden further discussion of the matter.
We did not attempt to enter into the theological debate regarding Mr. Shepherd’s views,
except to the extent that it was directly relevant to the specific action of Presbytery complained
against.
In its investigation of the complaint, your committee considered Complaint 1 (cf. p. 18ff.)
and Communication 2 from Presbytery of Philadelphia (cf. p. 11ff.) with its enclosures. The
committee also received a written “reply” to the response of Presbytery from Mr. Kuschke.
Finally, Mr. Kuschke and Messrs. John Kinnaird and John Mitchell, members of the Presbytery
of Philadelphia, were interviewed.

Recommendation

Advisory Committee #I3 recommends that the Assembly deny Complaint 1.
Grounds
1. The complainant failed to demonstrate to the satisfaction of this advisory committee his
contention that the effect of Presbytery’s action was to forbid discussion of the doctrine of
justification or Mr. Shepherd’s views. In our judgment Presbytery’s action does not preclude
discussion of questions regarding the doctrine of justification if such questions are “seriously
and reasonably” put. (cf. Response, sec. 3) Presbytery’s action does indicate that its “procedure of attempting to evaluate the Thirty-four Theses of Norman Shepherd” is at an end, unless
someone is prepared to institutejudicial process against Mr. Shepherd for his views. It seems to
us, therefore, that avenues are yet open to the complainant-(or others) for further investigation
and discussion of this matter.
2. Presbytery has given itself to long and careful discussion of this matter (over a period of
many months). As a committee of the whole Presbytery acted generally to find the Theses
consistent with Scripture and the secondary standards, and, although the report of the committee of the whole was not adopted by Presbytery, Mr. Shepherd has indicated to the Presbytery
(in a letter of September 15, 1980)that he is satisfied that Presbytery fulfilled its responsibility to
“resolve the doctrinal questions” he proposed to it. The complainant, in seeking a consensus of
Presbytery on the issue, is, in our judgment, going beyond the reasonable responsibility of
Presbytery (under Form ofCovernment, XIV, 5 ) which has labored long, hard, and prayerfully
in this matter.
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3. It seems to this committee that Presbytery’s action was prompted at least in part by a
laudable concern for the standing and good name of one of its members (Response, sec. I), and
that Presbytery was seeking to keep a case that was becoming quasi-disciplinary from continuing without taking proper care for the privileges and protections of due judicial process (Book of
Discipline, I, 2).

On motion it was determined that Mr. Becksvoort, fraternal delegate of the Christian
Reformed Church, address the Assembly immediately following the noon recess.
At the call of the Moderator, the Assembly heard the presentation (by Mr. Cole), time for
which had been requested in Overture 2.
The Assembly recessed at 12: 18 p.m. following prayer led by Dr. Dortzbach.

TUESDAY AFTERNOON. JUNE 2
The Assembly reconvened at 1:16 p.m. with the singing of the hymn, “Lord, thou hast
searched me, and dost know.” Mr. Guemn led in prayer.
Mr. Becksvoort, fraternal delegute of the Christian Reformed Church, addressed the
Assembly.
The Assembly resumed consideration of Complaint 1.
It was subsequently moved and carried to adopt the recommendation of Advisory
Committee #13.
In the course of consideration of the pending question, Mr. Kuschke was granted additional
time to complete his remarks.
The Assembly recessed at 3:25 p.m. and reconvened at 3:46 p.m.
On motion it was determined that the clerks make an audio tape of the presentation and
consideration of the report of the Committee on Ecumenicity and Interchurch Relations concerning the invitation of the Presbyterian Church in America.

On motion it was determined that video taping of the presentation of the Committee on
Ecumenicity and Interchurch Relations be permitted, provided that it not interfere with the
presentation.
It was moved that the Assembly elect a committee of seven men to consider the doctrine of
justification by faith, especially as that doctrine relates to the subject of works of obedience, and
report to the 49th General Assembly.
Appeal was taken from the Moderator’s ruling that the pending question was in order. The
Moderator’s ruling was sustained.
On motion consideration of the pending question was postponed until immediately following the reading of the minutes, Thursday morning.
During the course of the previous question, appeal was taken from the Moderator’s ruling
that a two-thirds vote was required. The Moderator’s ruling was not sustained.

Mr. Galbraith, Chairman of the Committee on Ecumenicity und Interchurch Relations,
presented its report. On motion Standing Rule Chapter V1, Section 7, was suspended and the
report was ordered included in the Minutes without being read aloud.
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON
ECUMENICITY AND INTERCHURCH RELATIONS
Fathers and brethren,
Since the 47th General Assembly the greatest part of the Committee’s time, energy, and
expense were of necessity devoted to the consultations, directed by that Assembly, with the
Presbyterian Church in America (PCA) and the Reformed Presbyterian Church, Evangelical
Synod (RPCES). Six meetings were held, of which three were in Atlanta, Georgia-one with the
Ad Interim Committee of the Presbyterian Church in America appcinted to “Discuss Areas of
Agreement, Differences, and Difficulties with the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, the Reformed
Presbyterian Church, Evangelical Synod, and the Reformed Presbyterian Church of North
America,” and two jointly with that committee and the committee on Fraternal Relations of the
Reformed Presbyterian Church, Evangelical Synod. Those meetings prevented the Committee
from meeting with committees of the other churches with which the Orthodox Presbyterian
Church is in correspondexe. The Committee is nevertheless pleased to report on other matters
also in the purview of its work.
1.

CHURCHES IN CONTACT WITH THE ORTHODOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

The information provided below is taken from the reports of Fraternal Delegates to the
churches’ major assemblies andlor other sources.
A. Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church
The 47th General Assembly instructed your Committee to “invite the ARPC to discuss
the matter of biblical inerrancy with us” (Minutes, p. 200) and referred to the Committee
Overture No. 9 (Minutes, pp. 16-18, 230) which had asked the Assembly to speak to the ARPC
concerning Scripture and the fraternal relationship of our churches. Your Committee sought a
meeting with their Committee on Interchurch Relations but their first meeting since then was
not until March 3 1, 1981. At that time their committee decided to postpone action on our request
until after their next Synod could act on a recommendation that NAPARC be asked to hold a
discussion on Scripture at its next meeting. Your Committee cannot, therefore, present recommendation on the matter to this Assembly as requested.
The ARPC Committee has informed us that they propose that Fraternal Delegates
between the churches’ assemblies be exchanged on an alternate basis, ARPC to OPC in the odd
years, beginning with 1981, and OPC to ARPC in the even years, beginning with 1982, and they
are so recommending to their Synod. Arrangements have been made to receive the ARPC
Fraternal Delegate at this Assembly, and no appointment has been made to the ARP Synod.
This Assembly is not called upon to act, pending action by the ARP Synod on their committee’s proposal.
Among other recommendations being made to their Synod are that it:
1. Respond to the appeal of the Reformed Churches of Zimbabwe by authorizing a one
time offering (an appeal sent also to the OPC).

2. Withdraw its application for membership in NAPARC (it “has served its purpose in
the union proceedings of three of the member churches”). A minority report favors renewal of
the application.

3. Suspend fraternal relations with the PCA at this time (“because of the lack of
attention to and respect for the standards of the ARPC by the PCA”).
4. That beginning in 1982 all fraternal delegates have the status of “Ecumenical Participants,” which is that they would have the privilege of voting in committee meetings and of
debating on the floor of the Synod but not voting.

FORTY-EI
GHTH GENE KA L ASSEM BLY

143

Your Committee does not propose any action at this time, pending decisions by their
Synod, scheduled for June 1-4, 1981.

B. Canadian Reformed Churches
The Synod of these churches met in Smithville, Ontario, Canada, beginning November
4, 1980, and continued for approximately four weeks. The Rev. Norman Shepherd attended as
our Fraternal Delegate November 17-19. Mr. Shepherd also delivered an academic lecture at the
Theological College of these churches in Hamilton.
The Synod was composed of 16 members-eight teaching elders and eight ruling
elders-half sent from each of the two regional synods. Unlike the policy of most other
churches of the continental Reformed tradition the theological professors at the Synod may not
be members of it nor granted the privilege of the floor; they may, however, participate in the
discussions of advisory committees at the Synod and may serve as “deputies” (members) of
synodical committees. Prof. Shepherd was, however, in his capacity of Fraternal Delegate,
seated as a member of Synod with the right to speak but not with the right to vote.
The Synod of 1977, as reported to the 45th General Assembly, decided to recognize the
Orthodox Presbyterian Church as a true church according to Article 29 of the Belgic Confession
and, on that basis, to seek to establish a relation of “ecclesiastical contact” with us. That
Assembly approved such a relationship. Several communications from local congregations were
before this most recent Synod, objecting to those decisions. Among reasons given were that the
decisions were either premature or unwarranted in view of the difference in doctrine and polity
that exist, and that the relationship brings these Canadian churches into contact with the
Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland (GKN) through the OPC membership in the Reformed
Ecumenical Synod; others are troubled by the OPC relationship with the Christian Reformed
Church, and still others by the form of relationship that the Synod has established with the OPC.
Our Fraternal Delegate was able to speak to this matter in an advisory committee but was
unable to remain at the Synod through its conclusion in plenary session. At this time we await
further information.
At the Synod Mr. Shepherd found that some of their people who have visited Orthodox
Presbyterian churches are concerned that our people know much less about the Canadian
churches than they know about the OPC. As a result Mr. Shepherd was requested by your
Committee to write an article about these churches for New Horizons magazine. That article
appeared in the May 1981 issue.
Other matters before Synod were a revised version of the Psalms in English set to
Genevan tunes together with a new selection of hymns, and the question of voting rights for
female confessing members in congregational meetings. The Synod is engaged also in making a
new translation of the Heidelberg Catechism, and this Synod authorized the inclusion of the
Latin translation of 1563 and the Dutch translation of 1611, in addition to the original German
text of 1563, as the basis for the new translation so that the resultant English text would
correspond more closely to what is presently in use.
A list of the Canadian Reformed Churches, with addresses and times of Lord’s day
services is available (enclose stamped, addressed envelope) from Mr. Shepherd, and your
Committee encourages the sessions of our churches to make these available to members who
will be visiting in Canada.
C. Christian Reformed Church
The Synod met at its traditional time in June 1980. Our church was represented by two
Fraternal Delegates, the Rev. Messrs. Robert W. Eckardt and Donald F. Stanton. The church
continues an aggressive program of missions both at home and abroad, as well as a world relief
program. Its Back to God Hour is expanding its outreach via radio into several languages and
via television in the United States.
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Two matters attracted the most attention at the Synod, and the decisions on them have
been described as “conservative.” The previous Synod had authorized the ordination of
women to the office of deacon. As a result several women were elected and ordained to that
office, while at the same time many voices of protest were raised. The Synod decided that
further ordinations should be held in abeyance while a new study of the question would be
made. A study committee was appointed and is scheduled to report to the 1981 Synod. The
other matter was a gravamen by the Rev. Dr. Harry R. Boer who denies the doctrine of
reprobation. The Synod declared his views to be out of accord with the church’s confessional
standards. In accord with their polity the Synod did not make any decision as to Dr. Boer’s
standing in the church; that is left to his consistory. If the consistory does not charge him with
error he will remain a minister in good standing even though he should not conform his views to
the church’s confession.
D. Korean American Presbyterian Church
The General Assembly, the church’s fourth, was held August 20-24, 1980 in San
Francisco, California. The Korean Central Church building, in which the Assembly met and
commissioners and their wives were accommodated, is the former “People’s Temple” of the
late cult leader, Jim Jones; it was purchased by the church from the State of California at public
auction. The Rev. Bruce F. Hunt served as our Fraternal Delegate to this assembly.
The denomination added nine congregations during the year, bringing the total to 64 in
six presbyteries.
The Assembly has voted to apply for membership in the North American Presbyterian
and Reformed Council, but no action has yet been taken upon it.
The church has its own seminary, the Reformed Presbyterian Theological Seminary, in
Los Angeles, California. Present enrollment is 15. They have established two missions organizations, a Committee on Foreign Missions and a Committee on Evangelism. A Publications
Committee has been asked to publish Sunday school lessons and a bi-lingual hymn book.
The publication of a hymn book points up the church’s struggle with languages. In the
devotional services at the assembly a bi-lingual children’s song book was used. Of its 103
numbers 52 are in the Korean language only, 16 in English only, and 35 with both Korean and
English words.
In these formative years the Assembly is developing a constitution and bylaws,
policies on such matters as a retirement age for ministers (none at present) and the length of
terms of ruling elders. So far, they have followed, in general, the pattern of the “Hop Dong”
Presbyterian Church in Korea, a church with which our Korea Mission closely works.

E. Presbyterian Church in America
The Eighth General Assembly of the PCA met in Savannah, Georgia, in June, 1980.
The Rev. Larry C. Mininger was the full-time Fraternal Delegate, and the Rev. John P. Galbraith was a special Fraternal Delegate for the matter of our General Assembly’s action that
related to possible union with the PCA.
At the end of 1979 there were almost 500 churches, with membership of some 77,000.
Commissioners to the Assembly numbered nearly 600, with the vote on one question numbering
563. Such a large number made it impossible to allow extended debate on most questions, and
on all questions severe strictures on debate were requisite. However, the debate on the question
of union with the OPC and RPCES required and was given greatly extended time on the floor of
the Assembly after the Committee of Commissioners (comparable to our Advisory Committees)
had had 27 hours of meetings on this question. It is expected that the Ninth (1981) General
Assembly may take at least preliminary action to institute a more manageable representative
system of presbyteries electing commissioners for future assemblies. With the difficulties of
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debate imposed by the large number of commissioners, the assemblies expect their Committees
of Commissioners to do thorough work reviewing reports and documents assigned to them.
Our Fraternal Delegates were cordially received by the Assembly, were welcomed to
all meetings of the Committeee of Commissioners that dealt with our Assembly’s action and the
entire union question, were given the privilege of the Assembly floor, and Mr. Mininger brought
the greetings of our church to them.
The overriding subject at the Eighth Assembly was the proposal to unite with the
Orthodox Presbyterian Church and the Reformed Presbyterian Church, Evangelical Synod.
Time both in Committee and on the floor of the Assembly was spent more on how to bring about
union than on whether and that issue was negotiation vs. invitation. As is indicated later and
more fully in this report the final decision favored an invitation procedure. After that decision
was made the Assembly then incorporated into its whole action the heart of our Assembly’s
request for consultation and reports. The final vote, to invite both the OPC and the RPCES to
join the PCA on the basis of the PCA standards, was camed by a resounding 525-38. The
invitation is to the OPC and RPCES separately, not in tandem, and if either accepts the invitation, approval of the PCA General Assembly and three fourths of the presbyteries will be
required to give final approval to reception.
The Assembly assigned to a special Ad Interim Committee that had served during the
previous year, the task of meeting with the OPC and the RPCES representatives during the year
and making recommendations to the Ninth Assembly concerning union. The chairman of that
Committee, the Rev. Paul G. Settle, was elected Moderator of the Assembly. He is also to serve
as one of the Fraternal Delegates, along with the Rev. Carl C. Bogue, Jr., to our 49th Assembly.

F. Reformed Church in the U.S. (Eureka Classis)
The Classis of the Reformed Church in the U.S. met in Garner, Iowa, April 14-18,
1980. Our Fraternal Delegate was the Rev. Robert W. Eckardt, who was cordially received and
seated as a corresponding member.
There are now 28 congregations in the Classis, two having been received in the preceding year. Communicant membership is 2,981 , with 720 “unconfirmed members.”
Classis continues to participate with us in the ministry of the Rev. and Mrs. Lendall H.
Smith as missionaries in Taiwan; Classis provides their full financial support. The Classis is also
making preliminary plans to send a missionary to either Germany or Switzerland, using the
administrative assistance of our Committee on Foreign Missions.
A study is being made of the principles of separation and unity with Reformed bodies.
The Classis officially approves Westminster Theological Seminary for the Classis’s ministerial
students. During the prior year an investigation was made as to whether the distinctives of the
Reformed faith .were continuing to receive primary emphasis in the training of the students;
Classis decided to continue to recommend the Seminary to its students and to support it with
prayer and funds, and also urged the Seminary to require courses in the historic confessions and
church discipline and polity for students seeking an M. Div. degree, and to “engage in a
continuing self-analysis with regard to its adherence to the distinctive teachings of the Reformed
faith. ”

Also of interest was the presence at the Classis meeting of representatives of a congregation in Tyler, Texas, that had withdrawn from the Presbyterian Church in America and,
by-passing the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, which has congregations in Texas, was considering seeking membership in the Classis.
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G. Reformed Presbyterian Church, Evangelical Synod
The annual Synod of the RPCES was held in Seattle, Washington, July 5-10, 1980. Our
Fraternal Delegate was the Rev. Harold S. Kellam, who rejoiced in the sense of cordial acceptance and fellowship with those in the Synod.
The subject that took the most time at the Synod was union with the Presbyterian
Church in America, but two others should be noted: a study committee regarding pastoral
concerns for homosexuals was received as sensitive and helpful, and was sent to the churches
for study; and the Synod, appreciative of the legal struggle of First Orthodox Presbyterian
Church of San Francisco, California with the homosexual community in that area authorized the
filling of an amicus c u k e brief on behalf of First Church (an anonymous donor pledged the
entire cost of the brief).
The question of joining the PCA came through the report of the Committee on Fraternal Relations. The PCA General Assembly had met in June, after the OPC Assembly, but prior
to the RPCES Synod; so, unlike the OPC Assembly the RPCES Synod had before it the final
action of the PCA Assembly, namely, to invite the OPC and RPCES to join it. The Fraternal
Relations Committee recommended that the Synod “prepare to take the initial constitutional
vote on the invitation.” The debate occupied an entire day, including a special evening extension of the docket. The intent of the Committee’s recommendation to “prepare” was that
information be provided to the churches during the ensuing year with a view to taking the first
constitutional vote on the question at the next Synod. The recommendation ultimately was
adopted with some amendments, but not before two other alternatives had been considered: to
take the first constitutional vote right then and there, and to decline the invitation in the interest
of the more usual method of a negotiated merger. A strong desire was expressed by many
commissionersfor assurance that the OPC would enter the union with them, and there was even
a motion made (though it did not pass) to tie the RPCES acceptance of the PCA invitation to
acceptance of the OPC by the PCA should the OPC want to participate in the union. Some
thought that the wording of the PCA invitation suggested that the OPC could be denied reception by the PCA, which is, in fact, the case. The decision to prepare for a vote at the 1981 Synod
cleared the way for their Committee to participate in the consultations with the PCA and OPC
committees during the past year. Your Committee, which was instructed to communicate the
action of our Assembly to their Synod, did not have an official copy of the action to transmit
officially to their Synod, though a construction of our Assembly’s action by a member of your
Committee was sent to the chairman of their Fraternal Relations Committee.

H. Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America
The Synod of the RPCNA met at Carleton College, Northfield, MN in August, 1980.
We report the following decisions of the Synod:
1. It was agreed to hold a conference with us on “The Application of the Regulative
Principle to Song in Worship” at Geneva College between the adjournment of our General
Assembly and the convening of their Synod.
2. The Synod determined not to accept the invitation of the Presbyterian Church in
America to join in effecting one church. Certain distinctive principles of the RPCNA required
such a decision.
3. The Synod understood, incorrectly, that the Nimes Synod of the Reformed Ecumenical Synod (1980) had taken no action with regard to the problems related to the Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland, and on that ground voted to withdraw from the RES “for the
present.” When they learned that the information on which their action was based was not
correct inquiry was made as to whether the action could be reversed, but such a decision would
have to be made by the Synod, and it would present great difficulties.
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4. The Synod adopted and has published a “Testimony” for the church. It appears in
parallel columns with the Westminster Confession of Faith. With this publication an “Explanation” is provided which includes the following: “The Westminster Confession of Faith . . . is
based on, and subordinate to, Scripture. The truth it presents is of inestimable value for contemporary society. However, changes in the application of truth are needed because of changing situations in each generation. Some current topics of vital importance for the Christian
Church were unknown in the 17th Century. Therefore the Reformed Presbyterian Church of
North America presents its Testimony applying Scripture truth to the contemporary situation.”
The 47th General Assembly approved the recommendation of your Committee that
“conversations between the RPCNA and the OPC be continued,” (Minutes, pp. 190, 199).
However, the press of your Committee’s meetings with the PCA and the RPCES during the year
prevented our arranging any meetings with the RPCNA. The conference on Song in Worship,
referred to above, will have been our only discussions with them since the previous Assembly.
Your Committee assumes that the previous authorization to confer with the RPCNA continues
unless it is withdrawn.
11.

NORTH AMERICAN PRESBYTERIAN AND REFORMED COUNCIL
A. Concurrent Assemblies

In accordance with the decision of the 46th General Assembly your Committee has
proceeded with making arrangements for holding the 49th General Assembly at Calvin College,
Grand Rapids, Michigan, concurrently with the major assemblies of the other member churches
of NAPARC.
At a meeting of representatives of these churches on March 20 it was jointly agreed
that the dates of these assemblies would be structured into the dates of the Synod of the
Christian Reformed Church, the host denomination, June 8-18, subject to the approval of the
parent bodies. The dates are intended to take account of the possibility that a uniting of three of
the churches might take place at that time. The dates are:
OPC -June 10-18
RPCES -June 11-18
RPCNA-June 11-18
PCA --June 12-18
Other recommendations to the parent bodies agreed upon by the joint meeting were
that:
1. June 6, 1982 be designated as a day of prayer for the concurrent assemblies/synods.
2. Continental breakfast prayer meetings in dormitories be provided daily 8:OO8:30 a.m.
3. A joint worship service be held daily 8:30-9:00 a.m., except Monday, June 14, each
denomination being entrusted with one day; and that the CRC plan a joint worship service for
the evening of June 14, followed by a social time.
4. Each denomination schedule one afternoon of recess to allow commissioners/
delegates to visit sessions of the other bodies.
It was further agreed that the CRC would make the following assignments of meeting places for the churches (as in 1976):
CRC -Fine Arts Center
OPC -Seminary Auditorium
PCA -Fieldhouse
RPCES -Gezon Auditorium
RPCN A- Semi nary Ch ape1
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and that denominational displays would be in their own meeting places, that provision would be
made for women’s activities and child care, and that an office and secretary would be available
for each stated clerk, as well as secretarial pool.
Most of the arrangements above are adjustable, and a final planning meeting is
scheduled for Wednesday, November 11, 1981.
B. Sixth annual meeting
1. The sixth annual meeting of NAPARC was held in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on
October 24, 1980, from 2:OO p.m. to 7:50 p.m. Each member church was represented-the
Christian Reformed Church, the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, and the Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America by three each, the Presbyterian Church in America by four, and
the Reformed Presbyterian Church, Evangelical Synod by two. One observer was also present
from the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church, and there were two observers from the
Reformed Church in the U.S. Our representatives were the Rev. Messrs. Clowney, Galbraith,
and Oliver.

2. Joint study on Hermeneutics (see Minutes, 47th General Assembly p. 191).
The first meeting of the study committee, to be convened by the RPCES, was
scheduled for early October, 1980, but was postponed to February 15, 1981. A report is to be
presented to the next NAPARC meeting. The OPC members of the study committee are the
Rev. Drs. Meredith G. Kline and Richard B. Gaffin, Jr.
3. Officers of the Council for the year 1980-1981 are the Rev. John H. White
(RPCNA), Chairman; the Rev. John P. Clark (RPCES), Vice-chairman; the Rev. Morton H.
Smith (PCA), Secretary; and Ruling Elder Albert A. Be1 (CRC), Treasurer. The Rev. John P.
Galbraith (OPC) is the other member of the Interim Committee.
4. The next meeting of the Council is scheduled to be held in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, October 23-24, 1981.
C. Evaluation
Your Committee believes that the Council continues to be an important, and the only,
forum for joint contract and consultation among the member churches, and continues to be an
essential function for our church.

111. REFORMED CHURCHES IN THE NETHERLANDS (LIBERATED)
The Reformed Churches in the Netherlands (Liberated) were represented at the 1980
Reformed Ecumenical Synod by observers. As a result of the contact of these observers with
the Orthodox Presbyterian Church delegates at the RES these churches would like to have
further contact with us, and their Deputies for Correspondence with Churches Abroad have
corresponded with us, and sent us information about their church order and their rules for
sister-church relationship. Your Committee is to be in further correspondence with them, and a
recommendation is given below.

IV. BUDGET
The Committee is unable to present a budget until after action by the Assembly on the
invitation to join the Presbyterian Church in America because that action will affect the number
of Committee meetings and travel costs. To be included in the budget, in addition to.committee
meetings, will be travel costs for fraternal delegates to other major church assemblies, costs of
the annual NAPARC meeting, and meetings with representatives of other churches.
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:
I

V.

ELECTIONS TO THE COMMITTEE

The terms of the following members of the Committee expire at this Assembly: John P.
Galbraith and Wendell L. Rockey, Jr.

VI. RECOMMENDATIONS
1 . That the Assembly approve the preliminary arrangements made by the joint committees
for planning the concurrent assemblies in Grand Rapids, Michigan, in 1982, and authorize the
Stated Clerk, in consultation with the Committee, to complete the arrangements.

2. That the Committee be authorized to continue correspondence with the Reformed
Churches in the Netherlands (Liberated) and to take steps that may lead toward full
correspondence.
VII. INVITATION TO JOIN THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA
Your committee reports concerning the mandate given to it by the Forty-seventh (1980)
General Assembly under the following headings: history, account of meetings, evaluation, and
recommendation.
The text of the mandate given by the Forty-seventh Assembly is found in its Minutes, pp.
198J99, 201. Here we indicate its salient features so that we may the better keep the objectives
before us. They are:
1. An affirmation of the Assembly’s “desire to achieve biblical union and unity with the
Presbyterian Church in America, the Reformed Presbyterian Church, Evangelical Synod, and
the Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America as soon as possible.”
2. An instruction to seek a meeting of representatives of the four churches to obtain
information and to set forth an understanding of the churches’ “compatibility” for joining, to
ensure insofar as possible that a uniting church would be willing to deal with all questions “on a
biblical basis,” and to recommend a “course” of action for these churches.
3. An instruction to report to the Assembly such statements and recommendations as
might have been adopted as a result of joint meetings.
A. History
The forty-second (1975) General Assembly gave two directives to this Committee with
regard to church union (Minutes, p. 59):
1. To continue discussions with the committee of the RPCES, if they should be willing, “with a view to effecting eventual union.”
2. To explore with the Reformed Church in the U.S. and the NAPARC memberchurches, (Christian Reformed Church, Presbyterian Church in America, Reformed Presbyterian Church, Evangelical Synod, and Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America) “the
question of eventual church union.”
The Forty-third (1976) General Assembly received a report from this Committee that
(1) at a meeting with a committee of the RPCES it was agreed that steps should be taken looking
toward an eventual union that would include the PCA with the OPC and the RPCES and (2) that
it had presented the question of church union to NAPARC and that no counsel was forthcoming, Minutes, pp. 127-128. Also, that Assembly was informed that the RPCES Synod had
instructed its Committee on Fraternal Relations to continue discussions with the Committee
“with a view toward the possibility of eventual union” (Minutes, p. 153); that information was
referred to this Committee.
The Forty-fourth (1977) General Assembly authorized this Committee to “present to
the Forty-sixth (1979) General Assembly a proposed plan of union with the RPCES” (Minutes,
p. 170).

150

FORTY-EIGHTH
GENERAL
ASSEMBLY

This Committee informed the Forty-fifth (1978) General Assembly that (1) the Fifth
(1977) General Assembly of the PCA had authorized its Committee on Interchurch Relations to
discuss with the OPC and RPCES a “possible union” of the three churches, and (2) that during
the year it had met with the RPCES Committee and both committees had agreed that in view of
the possibility of a three-way merger “it would not be advisable to present a plan of union
between the OPC and the RPCES in the immediate future.” The Assembly authorized this
Committee to “discuss with the interchurch relations committees of the PCA and the RPCES
the possibility of the merger of the three churches,” and determined not to instruct this Committee to pursue the idea of a merger with the RPCES only. Thus a two-way merger idea was held
in abeyance and was superseded by a three-way endeavor (Minutes, pp. 115, 123, 147).
At the Forty-sixth (1979) General Assembly your Committee reported that during the
year a three-way joint meeting had been held and had agreed jointly that in their judgment the
standards and commitments of the three churches constituted “a basis for merger of the three
churches” and that each committee would recommend to its parent body that the three-way
consultations be continued “with a plan of merger in view.” The Assembly approved that
recommendation (Minutes, pp. 136, 144). The Seventh (1979) General Assembly of the PCA
erected a special, “Ad Interim,” committee to meet with representatives of not only the OPC
and RPCES but also of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America (RPCNA), with
“instructions not to develop any plan of union, but merely to determine possible areas of
agreement, difference and difficulty that might exist’’ among these churches (PCA Minutes, p.
95). That committee has represented the PCA in all subsequent joint meetings.

Your Committee informed the Forty-seventh (1980) General Assembly that a joint
meeting had been held, at which “areas of agreement, differences, and difficulties” had been
discussed and that later the PCA Interchurch Relations Committee (not the Ad Interim Committee) had informed your Committee that they were contemplating recommending to their Eighth
(1980) General Assembly that it simply invite the OPC, RPCES, and the RPCNA to join the
PCA on the basis of its standards. The “joining” procedure was deemed by the PCA committee
not to be a “plan of union.” The PCA committee indicated that it saw the 1982 General
Assemblies/Synods as a possible date for final action on the proposal (Minutes, pp. 188-190).
Our Assembly meeting as it did before the PCA Assembly, and having no action by the PCA
Assembly to which to respond, voted to indicate its “desire” for biblical unity and union and
mandated this Committee to meet with representatives of the other churches, envisioning the
possibility that a recommendation for merger might be the outcome (Minutes, pp. 198-199, 201).
Following our 1980 General Assembly the Eighth (1980) General Assembly of the PCA
gave careful consideration to our action and welcomed our two Fraternal Delegates to attend
and participate in an all-day meeting of the Committee of Commissioners (similar to our Advisory Committees) when the matter of their committee’s recommendation was discussed. They
gave extensive consideration to it and accepted a substantial part of it. Their action, addressed
to the RPCES, the RPCNA, and the OPC, was as follows: (see that part of Communication 1
(pp. 9-10) beginning with “LETTER” and ending with part 3.b).
This action must be clarified in that it requires additional, later, action by the PCA
itself to implement it: an acceptance of the invitation by any of the churches would still have to
be approved by another general assembly and by three-fourths of the presbyteries (PCA Form
of Government 14-6, “The General Assembly shall have power to . . . receive under its jurisdiction with the consent of three-fourths of the presbyteries, other ecclesiastical bodies whose
organization is conformed to the doctrine and order of this Church . . .”). The invitation is thus
properly understood not as an invitation to join, but as an invitation to apply to join. Your
Committee finds no objection to this procedure.
The RPCES met in July, after the PCA had met. They were thus able to act on the PCA
invitation. Although they did not accept the invitation they looked upon it with favor: they
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voted to “prepare to take the initial constitutional vote on the invitation” at their 1981 Synod,
and to urge their congregations, presbyteries, and Fraternal Relations Committee to obtain as
much information as possible during the year. Also the Fraternal Relations Committee was
instructed to report to the 1981 Synod concerning details involved in joining the PCA.
The RPCNA, with certain principles and practices distinctive from the other three
churches, declined the invitation and did not participate in any subsequent joint meetings.
During the summer of 1980 a joint meeting of the Interchurch Relations Committees of the OPC,
PCA and RPCES was arranged for September so that all could begin working on their mandates
as soon as possible. However, the PCA and RPCES committees decided that since only the
RPCES had acted after the PCA had issued the invitation, only the RPCES was in a position to
consult on all the aspects of joining the PCA; as a result, those two committees decided that at
the September meeting they would have a two-way joint meeting for two days; the PCA
Committee would then have a two-way meeting with the OPC Committee on the following day
for about three hours. Your Committee decided that the time and money involved in traveling
to such a meeting was not warranted under those conditions, so arrangements were made for
your Committee to hold an all-day meeting with the PCA Committee later. The meeting could
not be held before December 3, 1980. Later meetings were three-way. There were two such
meetings-January 29-30 and March 5-6, 1981.
I

On February 2, 1981, your Committee invited the sessions and ministers of the church
“to be an observer or to send an observer to the (next joint) meeting,” and encouraged the
sessions and ministers to obtain a copy of the PCA Book of Church Order, which would be the
standards of government, discipline, and worship of the joining churches. Eleven persons
accepted the invitation-six ministers, three ruling elders, and the wife and daughter of one of
the elders. That meeting was the final meeting of the joint meetings and of your Committee
separately prior to the preparation of this report. An intermediate report (“Progress Report”)
following the three-way meeting of January 29-30, 1981, was sent to the sessions and ministers
on February 23, 1981, followed by a booklet entitled “Information, Introducing and Comparing” the four churches named in the PCA invitation: PCA, OPC, RPCES, and RPCNA. It gave
maps showing the location of the congregations and presbyteries of the three consulting
churches (not the RPCNA), statistical information, brief descriptions of each church, and a
parallel-column comparison of positions of the churches on the questions that had been raised
by the PCA Committee in September, 1979. The booklet had been prepared by the PCA
Committee for their churches, and they made adapted versions available for the RPCES and the
OPC. Further information has also been made available by your Committee to the OPC membership in three recent issues of New Horizons magazine.
B. Account of Meetings
Altogether there have been three joint three-way meetings, each of two days duration:
September 13-14, 1979, and January 29-30 and March 5-6, 1981. One joint meeting was held with
the PCA Committee on December 3, 1980.
Most of the time of the first three meetings-three-way in September 1979 and January
1981, and two-way in December 1980-was spent seeking to understand in depth how each
church thought and lived, and how each viewed itself-and each other-relative to their Reformed commitments. Discussions at first focused on the list of questions referred to above, and
the PCA Committee performed a singular service for all of us by formulating a statement
concerning each church on each question.
As discussions revealed agreement on a position there were sometimes discussions of
how we might strengthen those positions in a united church, and sometimes the discussion
would turn to another topic. When differences appeared the committees sought to clarify the
positions of the respective churches, how serious the differences are, and whether or not those
differences could be dealt with in unity around the Word of God seeking a biblical solution.
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The meetings were, your Committee believes, fine examples of the power of the Holy
Spirit to enable brethren to ask and answer difficult questions forthrightly, honestly, in a spirit
of basic unity, and in determination that our churches shall seek to conform more and more to
the Word of God.
C. Evaluation
Two questions concerning union with other churches have confronted us: must we
seek to unite with other churches? and must we unite with the PCA and the RPCES?
Thankfully, our church has in recent years consistently affirmed what we believe is the
teaching of Scripture that it is indeed the obligation of the body of Christ to give the fullest
possible expression to its unity. Actions of successive general assemblies referred to above,
which have caused us to consult with other churches of the Reformed family with a view to
organic union, demonstrate not only a profession of the biblical principle of unity in the bonds of
Christ, but also a desire to put that profession into practice. That desire has now focused on the
PCA and the RPCES.
The further question assigned to your Committee, contemplating the possibility of a
recommendation to this Assembly, is, may we unite with these churches? Your Committee has
come to the conclusion that we may unite with them. Having come to that conclusion, and
putting it into the context of the biblical principles of the unity of Christ’s body, that our
assemblies have affirmed time and again, we can come to only one final conclusion: we must
unite with these churches.
We now wish to report the considerations that have led to this conclusion. In doing so
we shall focus more on the PCA than on the RPCES, and that for two reasons: it would be the
PCA that we should be joining, and the willingness within our church to join with the RPCES
has increased since our General Assembly approved that course in 1975. We present these
considerations:
1. Our obedience to the revealed will of Christ regarding our obligation to manifest the
unity of His church in the truth.
The Lord in His Word not only teaches us that there is one body, the church of
Christ (Eph. 4:4), He also charges us to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Eph.
4:3), and instructs us that that unity and peace are attained by the Spirit working through His
Word (Eph. 4:5-16).

Our spiritual unity in Christ requires us to express that unity, to the utmost of our
ability, in fellowship, witness, and discipline. It is our responsibility to remove the barriers that
impede the organic functioning that Christ has appointed for His body, to remedy the division in
the body, as our Form of Government acknowledges (1V:4).Consequently, when a church of
like faith and order invites our church to join in fellowship with it we must perceive in that call
an opportunity offered to us to manifest more fully in mutual ministry that unity for which Christ
prayed.
2. The churches are of like faith and order.
The formation of the PCA bears testimony to genuine love of the Word of God and
commitment to its authority as over against the denials of contemporary liberalism. The subordinate standards of the PCA are identical to our own: their Confession of Faith was actually
reproduced from our own when the church was constituted. The Larger and Shorter Catechisms
are also the same in both our churches.
There are differences between their Book of Church Order and ours, but there can
be no doubt that their Book is conformable to biblical teaching and is genuinely Presbyterian.
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3. Perfection is not a requirement for uniting.
The Confession of Faith (XXV:S) acknowledges that “the purest churches under
heaven are subject both to mixture and error.” Both the PCA and the OPC share imperfections
and it is incumbent upon us to see each other’s imperfections in the perspective of our own and
to recognize in each other the desire to be helped to remove our blemishes. The PCA Committee
has affirmed that such is their desire; we should also recognize that we have a similar need.
4. The churches are committed to bringing their practice into conformity with their
standards.

The PCA drew attention to a number of matters on which they wished to be certain
of the position of the OPC (Minutes, Forth-seventh General Assembly, pp. 188-189). Every one
of the 28 matters was discussed thoroughly in joint meetings, point by point, the purpose being
to discover if our respective professions were borne out in the life of the churches and if we
could live as one to the glory of God. The list of subjects, together with the several committees’
judgments of their churches’ positions on these matters, has been reported to all our sessions
and ministers; but we report briefly here that several stood out as potential difficult problems (in
the order in which they appear in the parallel-column tabulation): justification by faith alone (4),
the Masonic order (6), charismatic gifts (7) and cooperative agreements with non-Reformed and
para-church agencies (25). This is not to say that other significant differences do not exist
(namely, different Forms of Government) but it is to say that some of those reflect differences
within our own church, and others, are of an administrative or policy nature that should not
divide us. We submit the following comments on the matters singled out above, plus one other
that arose after the tabulation had been made, viz., policies on receiving new congregations.
a. The discussion in the OPC of the relation of justification and works that continues in the OPC is viewed with apprehension in the PCA, and some in the PCA may oppose
receiving the OPC because of it. The PCA Committee did not ask your Committee to debate the
merits of the matter with them; they wanted to have assurance that it has not been glossed over
and that discussion of it had not terminated.
b. The Masonic question arises because some PCA ruling elders and at least two
ministers are members of Masonic orders, and some officers in the PCA perceive the OPC as
being unitedly opposed to the Masonic order. The PCA committee told your Committee that not
only is the OPC booklet “Christ or the Lodge?” used in the PCA, but also that if the matter is
raised in the church courts, especially at the general assembly level, it would certainly be dealt
with on the basis of the Scriptures.
c. The question of charismatic gifts comes out of the PCA Committee’s knowledge
that the OPC has dealt with the question on a disciplinary level and that there are a few officers
in the PCA who hold that extraordinary, apostolic, gifts may exist in the church today. We were
informed that the PCA Form of Government (7-1) denies the existence of new revelation since
the apostolic age and affirms the cessation of “extraordinary gifts,” that the Second (1974)
General Assembly adopted a position statement clearly against new revelation and urging
further study of the question of extraordinary gifts. In addition your Committee was informed of
a session that forbade its pastor to preach favorably about charismatic gifts today, and that the
Eighth (1980) General Assembly upheld a complaint that averred that holding that there can be
new revelation is contrary to both Scripture and the church’s subordinate standards (the recommendation of a 15-man commission of the Assembly was unanimous on that point) PCA
Minutes, pp. 50,92-94. Your Committee believes that the evidence strongly supports the thesis
that if and when this matter is raised in the courts of the church a biblical position will be taken.
d. Cooperative agreements in foreign missions with non-Reformed and para-church
agencies has been of concern to many in the PCA as being an occasion for possible compromise
of the Reformed faith. At the present time the PCA policy is that church-planting work is to be
done either by the PCA alone or in cooperation with other Reformed bodies; work with other
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evangelical missions is to be limited to “support and service ministries,” and these must
provide ‘‘safeguards for the theological integrity and freedom” of the PCA missionaries. This
policy is still undergoing revision and refinement. (The above questions are from the PCA
Mission to the World Policy Manual, pp. 24-25. That Manual’s basic policies emphasize that
Reformed doctrine and Presbyterian government are biblical and that practices must conform to
them. Among the papers attached to this report are excerpts from the MTW Manual which state
its position.) It appears to your Committee looking on from the outside that some of these
policies need reexamination; we have been assured that our counsel will be greatly valued.
e. Policies on receiving new congregations are also, as in the case of foreign missions, undergoing reformulation. There has been some dissatisfaction within the PCA with a
policy that has been perceived by some to receive congregations before they have sufficient
understanding of, and commitment to, the Reformed and Presbyterian commitment of the PCA.
Your Committee believes that that perception has been correct in some instances. We have
been informed that corrective policies are being applied and are becoming increasingly effective, and we have been given evidence that we believe substantiates that information.
The PCA Committee has itself, in its report to the PCA Assembly, fully and
freely recognized that differences in viewpoints or practices will have to be faced in the augmented church. Our concerns and pattern will not be ignored but recognized and valued as the
church seeks to progress in understanding and obedience to the Lord.
As we come to bear one another’s burdens together we must rejoice in our
mutual ministry. We must instruct and encourage one another and, when necessary, reprove or
rebuke one another, as the Apostle Paul has required of the servants of the Lord.
5 . The very fact that the PCA has invited our application, in the light of their false
impression that the OPC is more doctrinally monolithic than it actually is, is a clear evidence of
their commitment to being a Reformed church; they are telling us that they want us to contribute
our commitment and our experience for 45 years of trying to build a Reformed church.

6. Our joy in the recognition that the RPCES has also been invited to join the PCA.
The OPC has already sought by a two-thirds vote of the General Assembly to
accomplish a union with the RPCES. In accepting this invitation of the PCA we may also
anticipate union with this other sister denomination. We regret that the RPCNA has been unable
to accept the invitation at this time, but we observe with joy that the gifts and graces of the
RPCES will also be shared with us in the fellowship of the augmented PCA.

D. A Joint Statement
The statement below was adopted jointly and severally at the March 3-6, 1981, joint
meeting in Atlanta, Ga. Taken together with your Committee’s evaluations above and the
“Comparison of Areas of Similarity and Differences” among the OPC/PCA/RPCES distributed
earlier to our churches, this statement expresses the judgment of your Committee and of the
three committees jointly that there is a compatibility among these churches that would, if they
were joined together, “produce a church that would be of substantially one mind in its willingness to deal on a biblical basis with issues that would inevitably arise from time to time”
(Minutes, Forty-seventh General Assembly, p. 199).
The statements follows:
“We have sought to fulfillthe mandates given us by our respective kajor assemblies
in order to make recommendation concerning the reception and joining of the RPCES and the
OPC in and with the PCA.
“With joy and thankfulness to the Lord of the Church we recognize that our
churches have a common and sincere commitment to the inerrant Word of God and to the
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Westminster Standards as faithfully expressing the system of truth taught in Holy Scripture.
Further, we recognize that our churches are Presbyterian in their order and practice. But above
all, we find clear evidence that each of our churches desires to be faithful to our primary
standard, the Bible, and to our secondary standards as true to the Bible. We acknowledge our
weaknesses and failures but we are one in our commitment to obey the Lord Jesus Christ in his
rule over us through his Word and Spirit.
“We recognize, however, that due in part to differences of historical development, there are differences among us as to how our common Presbyterian convictions are
applied in practice. We have given careful attention to those that have been referred to us, and
we have provided a comparison of similarities and differences that we have discussed. No doubt
there are variations of practice that have little or no theological significance but would require
mutual forbearance and understanding during a period of adjustment in the augmented church.
It is also true that there are differences of emphasis among our churches that are to be found
within each of them as well as between them; some of these have their roots deep in the history
of Presbyterianism.
“It is apparent to us that, just as within our churches there has been a deep and
continuing desire to be constantly reforming ourselves in conformity to the Word of God, so too
in the augmented Presbyterian Church in America this commitment would be not only continued but heightened by the reception of the other churches. These churches whose ministry
would be joined with that of the PCA would be called upon to follow the faith and order of the
church that they enter; the PCA, on the other hand, would further strengthen its life and witness
by welcoming the insights and experience represented by the entering churches and seeking to
profit from differences in striving for a more perfect biblical faith and practice. In receiving
these denominations the PCA recognizes the history of the respective denominations as part of
her total history and receives their historical documents as valuable and significant materials
which will be used in the perfecting of the church.
“We, therefore, as committees of our churches, recognize that unity of faith and
practice which our churches have through the grace of God. This unity must draw us together as
the body of Christ and enable us to remove the barriers that would prevent us from full
communion of life and love in an undivided church. We also recognize our need for the grace of
the Spirit and the love of Christ as we seek to reconcile differences and remove practical
barriers. We, therefore, do severally and jointly:

1 . Commend to our respective churches that we become one in organization in
accordance with the invitation of the Presbyterian Church in America:
2. Urge upon our respective churches the necessity of resolving in the thusaugmented church the differences among us, and others that may arise, in kindness and forthrightness begotten of love, with the determination that by the grace of the Spirit of God through
the teaching of His Word we shall ‘all come in the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the
Son of God unto . . . the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ.’ (Eph. 4:13).
“And further we, as committees of our respective churches, do severally and
jointly agree that the above committees of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church and the Reformed
Presbyterian Church, Evangelical Synod shall recommend to their respective major assemblies
in 1981 that the hecessary constitutional actions be taken to begin the process required to join
the Presbyterian Church in America in accordance with its invitation; that the above-named
committee of the Presbyterian Church in America will if the invitation is accepted by either or
both of the other churches, recommend to the General Assembly that the acceptances be
approved, that the procedures stated elsewhere be followed for the assimilation of the several
agencies of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church and the Reformed Presbyterian Church,
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Evangelical Synod into the Presbyterian Church in America; that out of respect for these
churches’ integrity the approval of their acceptance of the invitation shall be understood to
honor such commitments as the several churches may have and to continue the ministries
presently conducted by the RPCES and OPC subject to the review of the permanent committees
and approval of subsequent general assemblies; and that the assimilation of agencies shall
endeavor to provide for the just treatment of those who may not be able, for reasons of
conscience, to participate in the acceptance of the invitation.”
E. Recommendations
Your Committee recommends:
1. That in view of the invitation of the Presbyterian Church in America to the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, in accordance with the Book of Church Order of the Presbyterian
Church in America 14-6, to apply to join with them for the purpose of effecting and perfecting
one church among us, the 48th General Assembly begin the application process to join the
Presbyterian Church in America on the basis of the Word of God, and the Confession of Faith
and Catechisms and Book of Church Order of the Presbyterian Church in America, and that to
this end the Assembly propose to the presbyteries, in accordance with the Form of Government
Chapter XXXII, Sections 3 and 4, that the Orthodox Presbyterian Church apply for reception
by the Presbyterian Church in America, and that the form in which the proposal should be voted
on the by presbyteries be:

That the Orthodox Presbyterian Church apply for reception into the
Presbyterian Church in America on the basis of the Word of God, and the
Confession of Faith and Catechisms and Book of Church Order of the Presbyterian Church in America.
2. The Committee further recommends that if Recommendation I is adopted the following also be adopted:
a. That if the Ninth (1981) General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in
America approves the application of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, the Committees on
Christian Education, Foreign Missions, Home Missions and Church Extension, and Pensions,
and the Trustees of the General Assembly, be instructed to engage the services of legal counsel
to make a preliminary investigation of the legal steps that would be necessary for their corporate
entities in the event that the Orthodox Presbyterian Church would join the Presbyterian Church
in America; that if and when the proposal to apply to the Presbyterian Church in America is
approved by the requisite number of presbyteries of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church and the
proposal to receive the Orthodox Presbyterian Church is approved by the requisite number of
presbyteries of the Presbyterian Church in America, the said Committees and Trustees be
instructed to have the necessary steps taken promptly to prepare, for approval by the 49th
General Assembly, all instruments necessary for the proper transfer of the assets and liabilities
under their jurisdiction to the appropriate jurisdiction of the Presbyterian Church in America,
and that these Committees and Trustees be instructed to consult with the Committee on
Ecumenicity and Interchurch Relations from time to time with regard to these matters.
GroII nds
(1) If the OPC should join the PCA the future of the various legal entities would
have to be determined legally.
(2) With June 1982 as a possible date for implementation of the proposal, some legal
preparation would be required well in advance of that time.

(3) A two-stage preparation would keep expense at a minimum while making full
preparation possible in time for final implementation.
(4) The Committee on Ecumenicity and Interchurch Relations will be in consulta-

tion with the PCA during the year and the above-named Committees and Trustees should seek to coordinate their procedures with unfolding developments.
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b. That the Committee on Ecumenicity and Interchurch Relations be instructed to
prepare information on the matter of joining the Presbyterian Church in America to be distributed to the congregations by September 15, 1981; and that the Assembly further instruct the
Committee to make a member of the Committee available to the presbyteries wden they discuss
the Assembly’s proposal to accept the invitation from the Presbyterian Church in America, and
that the presbyteries be advised to make use of that opportunity.
Groirnds

(1) It is important, for deciding such a question as that proposed, that the members
of the churches have as much information as possible about the significance of
joining.
(2) It is important that the viewpoint of the Committee that has been supported by
the Assembly be available first-hand to the church members and to members of
presbytery who were not commissioners to the 48th Assembly.

F. Documentation
1. The following documents, included as a Supplement, were attached for information
as this report was sent to the churches, but are not to be printed in the Assembly’s Minutes.
Responses to questionnaire concerning the Committee on Christian Education,
Foreign Missions, and Home Missions and Church Extension.
Responses of PCA Ad Interim Committee to the Ninth (1981) General Assembly
concerning
a. The OPC
b. TheRPCES
Organizational chart of PCA General Assembly Committees.
Recommendation of the RPCES Fraternal Relations Committee to the 1981 Synod.
Excerpts from the Missions Policy Muniruf of the Committee on Mission to the World
Excerpts from the Policy Manirul of the Committee on Mission to the U.S.
2. The following documents were sent previously to sessions and ministers in the
booklet “Information Introducing and Comparing the PCA, OPC, RPCES, and RPCNA”:
a. “Where the Churches Are Now”
b. “The Constitutional Method of Effecting One Church”
c. History, map, and statistics of the PCA, OPC, and RPCES
d. “Working Comparison of Areas of Similarity and Differences Among the PCA,
OPC, RPCES, and RPCNA”

3. To be provided at the General Assembly:
Bounds of presbyteries for a church uniting the PCA, OPC, and RPCES

G. Minority Report
Mr. Shepherd presented a Minority Report to the Committee. No other member of the
Committee supported the report.
Respectfully submitted,
John P. Galbraith, Chairman
Mr. Shepherd, a member of the Committee on Ecumenicity and Interchurch Relations,
presented the report of the minority. On motion Standing Rule Chapter VI, Section 7, was
suspended and the report was ordered included in the Minutes without being read aloud.
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REPORT OF THE MINORITY OF THE COMMITTEE ON
ECUMENICITY AND INTERCHURCH RELATIONS
In June, 1980, the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America issued an
invitation to the Orthodox Presbyterian Church to apply for membership in the PCA. Earlier in
the same month the 47th General Assembly of the OPC had affirmed its desire to achieve
biblical unity and union with the PCA, the Reformed Presbyterian Church-Evangelical Synod,
and the Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America as soon as possible.
This affirmation reflects the conviction that Christ has founded but one church and that the
unity of Christ's church ought to be manifested organizationally. There is in the PCA and the
OPC a common commitment to the authority, infallibility, and inerrancy of Holy Scripture, and
a professed adherence to identical doctrinal standards. Although the Book of Church Order of
the PCA differs from the comparable documents of the OPC at points, the differences have not
been thought to constitute insuperable obstacles to the achievement of union. The OPC could
place itself under the PCA Book of Church Order, and the differences could receive further
attention in the united church.
The 47th General Assembly charged the Committee on Ecumenicity and Interchurch Relations to investigate the compatibility of the churches participating in the union discussions. The
General Assembly also expressed concern to minimize the possibility of divisions in the future.
In the discharge of its mandate, the Committee has met with the corresponding committees
of the PCA and the RPCES, most recently in Atlanta, GA, on March 5 and 6, 1981. In the course
of the March discussions additional information came to light directly relevant to the mandate
given to your Committee. This information must now be taken into consideration as the OPC
contemplates further action with respect to the proposed union.
At its request, the PCA committee, augmented by Morton H. Smith,' Stated Clerk of the
PCA General Assembly, and Arthur H. Matthews, press relations secretary, met privately with
the OP committee. Through its chairman, Paul G. Settle, the PCA committee informed the OP
committee that in view of the discussion of the doctrine of justification in the Philadelphia
Presbytery of the OPC an effort may be made at the next General Assembly of the PCA (June,
1981) to delay action leading to the reception of the OPC until the courts of the OPC have dealt
with this matter, and that if no judicial process were begun against the author of the Thirty-four
Theses on faith and justification, the discussion of which has been concluded in Philadelphia
Presbytery, it would be difficult for some in the PCA to enter enthusiastically into union with
the OPC. In response to questioning Mr. Settle gave as his opinion that judicial process would
also have to be initiated against those who agreed with the views expressed in the Thirty-four
Theses. Mr. Settle further indicated that he anticipated an effort at the next General Assembly
to cut off PCA support for Westminster Theological Seminary where the author of the Thirtyfour Theses holds a teaching position.
It was not made clear to what extent the sentiment conveyed in the warning communicated
by the PCA committee prevails in that denomination. The sentiment is not universally shared
and those who entertain it may constitute only a minority. Nevertheless, the matter was deemed
sufficiently important in the minds of the PCA Committee members to warrant drawing it to the
attention of the OP committee in an especially pointed way. It is therefore a matter that cannot
be discounted by the OPC without discourtesy to the PCA.
Although the PCA has extended an invitation to the OPC, it is an invitation only to apply
for membership in the PCA. It carries no assurance that the OPC will, in fact, be received into
that body upon application. The PCA committee has now informed us that the OPC as presently
constituted and functioning may not be acceptable to the PCA unless certain conditions are met.
The possibility that PCA support for Westminster Theological Seminary may be cut off raises
the further question whether graduates of that Seminary will be an acceptable source of ministe-
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rial supply for the united denomination. Under these circumstances it would be premature for
the 48th General Assembly to adopt the recommendation of the Committee on Ecumenicity and
Interchurch Relations until the PCA General Assembly has clarified its position on the potential
obstacle to union introduced by its own committee into the union discussions.
Further, the information furnished by the PCA committee raises the question whether the
issue currently perceived by that committee will prove disruptive of the very unity being sought
by application for membership in the PCA in the event that organizational union is consummated. This question is pressing because of the suggestion made that judicial process should
be begun in the OPC against one or more of its office bearers.
We are now confronted with the possibility that union with the PCA can be achieved only at
the expense of the unity presently enjoyed within the OPC, whereas ordination vows taken by
office bearers in the OPC commit us to uphold this unity.
The organic unity of American Presbyterianism remains a goal worthy of our best efforts,
but it must be a unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Eph. 4:3). Unless a proposal for union
holds forth the reasonable expectation that this kind of unity will be achieved it falls short of
leading us into the unity and union to which Christ calls his followers.
The recommendation of the Committee on Ecumenicity and Interchurch Relations does not
offer this expectation.
Therefore the Minority recommends that the OPC respectfully decline the invitation extended by the PCA to apply for membership in that denomination.
I

The recommendation of the Minority arises specifically out of discussions held in Atlanta,
GA, on March 6, 1981. The accompanying argumentation is not intended to foreclose discussion
of other questions bearing on the desirability of uniting with the PCA or to suggest that these
questions are only of subordinate significance; nor does it imply the absence of other grounds
that would result in the same recommendation herewith offered.
Respectfully submitted,
Norman Shepherd

Mr. Cottenden presented the report of Advisory Committee #8 as follows:

REPORT OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE #8
Advisory Committee #8 wishes to commend the Committee on Ecumenicity and Interchurch Relations for its diligent labor on the assignment given to it by the 47th General Assembly. We met with most of the members of the Committee on Ecumenicity and wish to thank
them for their gracious cooperation.
Advisory Committee #8 decided that it could best serve the Assembly by making recommendations in two areas:

1) The procedures for considering the invitation to join the Presbyterian
Church in America, and
2) The substance of the Committee’s proposals.
We remind the Assembly that the OPC believes that all decisions of its courts ought to be
in full accord with the principles of Holy Scripture, We are now facing a decision which has the
potential of bringing three churches together into one church. Your Committee strongly urges
that debate on this issue aim to clarify and apply these principles to matters which appear to
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favor union as well as to matters which may be considered obstacles to union. We believe such
debate will be most profitable and will give the greatest assurance of a biblically sound response
to the invitation.
RECOMMENDATIONS
Advisory Committee #8 recommends:
1. That following the presentation of the reports of the Committee on Ecumenicity and
Interchurch Relations and Advisory Committee #8, including any minorities, and immediately
prior to the moving of the recommendations of the Committee on Ecumenicity concerning the
invitation to apply to join the Presbyterian Church in America, the Assembly enter the Committee of the Whole, for the purpose of holding open discussion and questioning among the members of the Assembly and the Committee on Ecumenicity, apart from motions; that to facilitate
this purpose the members of the Committee on Ecumenicity be requested to be seated at the
front of the Assembly, and the fraternal delegates from the PCA be invited to participate if they
so desire; and that the Moderator of the Assembly chair the meeting.

2. That the vote on the invitation to apply to join the PCA by be signed ballot, with the
votes being recorded.

3. That the Assembly adopt Recommendation 1 of the Committee on Ecumenicity concerning the invitation to apply to join the PCA.
4. That the Assembly adopt Recommendation 2 in the following amended form:

2a. As presented by the Committee on Ecumenicity.
2b. That the Committee on Ecumenicity and Interchurch Relations be instructed to
prepare information on the matter of joining the PCA to be distributed to the congregations by
September 15, 1981, such information to include the biblical principles concerning union with
other churches and the specific application of such principles to the potential difficult problems
of this joining and receiving; and that the Assembly further instruct the Committee to make
available to the presbyteries a member of the Committee and, where possible, a member of the
PCA’s Ad Interim Committee, when they discuss the Assembly’s proposal to accept the invitation from the PCA, and that the presbyteries be advised to make use of that opportunity.
2c. That the presbyteries be encouraged to make a free interchange with each other of
their evaluations of this prospective union.
2d. That if the Ninth (1981) General Assembly of the PCA approves the application of
the OPC, that the Committee on Ecumenicity be instructed to meet with its counterpart committee in the PCA for the purpose of formulating specific provisions for the just treatment of those
teaching and ruling elders and deacons who may not be able, for reasons of conscience, and
those congregations which may not be able, on principial grounds, to participate in the acceptance of the invitation; that such provisions shall include the acceptance of the formation of a
church structure by those individuals and congregations in view above; that these provisions
include at least the following: the orderly transfer of ministerial credentials, the recognition of
the ordinations of ruling elders and deacons, and the orderly transfer of church memberships;
that, in addition, provision be made for the just distribution of contributions to the Pension Fund
made by both churches and individuals; and that provisions be made for home and foreign
missionaries not entering the PCA and salaried in full or in part by the agencies of the OPC, and
for congregations and individuals also not entering the PCA who may have loans with the
agencies of the OPC.
Advisory Committee #8 believes that the action of the Assembly on these recommendations will be a sufficient response to Overture 1 and Communications 1,4, 5 , 6 , 7 , 8 , and 10.
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The Assembly recessed at 5:07 p.m. following prayer led by Mr. Kellam.
TUESDAY EVENING, JUNE 2
The Assembly reconvened at 6:30 p.m. with the singing of the hymn, “Jesus shall reign
where’er the sun.” Mr. Ediger led in prayer.
Mr. Ruff presented a further report of the Committee on Date, Place and Travel as follows:
PARTIAL REPORT OF
THE COMMITTEE ON DATE, PLACE AND TRAVEL
The Committee recommends:
1. That Standing Rule Chapter XII, Section 1, be suspended and that Mr. Urban be excused from the sessions of May 28-30 due to a recent back injury, with 75% travel
compensation.

2. That commissioners who submitted valid travel vouchers by noon, Monday, June 1, be
reimbursed according to the following schedule: those travelling by public transportation be
reimbursed the full cost of their fare, as reported, to the nearest dollar; those travelling by car as
passengers be reimbursed at the rate of 3@/mileto the nearest dollar; those travelling by car as
drivers be reimbursed, to the nearest dollar at the rate of 17@/milefor the first 1,000 miles,
lO@/milefor the second 1,000 miles, and 5@/rnilefor every mile thereafter, plus 3q/mile for each
passenger who is eligible to receive travel compensation, with the exception that the driver shall
not receive an amount greater than the combined cost of supersaver air fares for himself and his
passengers, or for himself if travelling alone, unless the Committee approves the reason for the
use of the car in travel; and those commissioners who apply for it, be reimbursed up to $7/day
for expenses incurred at the Assembly, except that commissioners who did not make use of
obtainable economy air fares shall be reimbursed up to $5/day.

On separate motions the recommendations were adopted.
Mr. Prutow presented the report of the Minority of Advisory Cornm/ttee #8 as follows:

REPORT OF THE MINORITY OF
ADVISORY COMMITTEE #8
The basic presupposition of the Committee on Ecumenicity in recommending to us that the
OPC apply for membership in the PCA is as follows:
The Lord in his Word, not only teaches us that there is one body, the Church of Christ
(Eph. 4:4), He also charges us to keep the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace (Eph. 4:3),
and instructs us that that unity and peace are attained by the Spirit working through His
Word (Eph. 45-16).
Our spiritual unity in Christ requires us to express that unity, to the utmost of our
ability, in fellowship, witness, and discipline. It is our responsibility to remove the barriers
that impede the organic functioning that Christ has appointed for his body, to remedy the
division in the body, as our form of government acknowledges (1V:4). Consequently, when
a church of like faith and order invites our church t o join in fellowship with it, we must

162

FORTY-EIGHTH
GENERAL
ASSEMBLY
perceive in that cail an opportunity offered to us to munifest more fully in ministry that
unity f o r which Christ prayed (Report, Part VII.C.1, emphasis added).

The application of the Scripture elicited is emphasized. This application of Scripture to the
unity of the church set forth by the committee makes, as the over-riding consideration, the
remedying of denominational divisions. This understanding of the unity of the church is supported from Ephesians 4. In this, Ephesians 4 is taken to set forth an ecclesiology which
demands our tearing down of denominational bamers to fellowship with other Christians of like
faith and practice. This demand of Scripture is viewed as paramount. And the effect of this
ecclesiology is to set the unity of the church on a larger scale against the unity of the church on a
smaller scale.
This ecclesiology comes to expression in many ways, among which are the following:
1) It is said that our ordination vow “to be zealous and faithful in maintaining . . . the unity
of the church . . .” requires of us to seek unity with the PCA as a priority higher than that which
would require of us to seek to preserve the unity we presently have as a denomination. The
presupposition upon which this thinking is based fails to recognize that our ordination vows are
taken within the context of and require us to maintain the unity of the OPC.

2) We are told that those congregations which find themselves unable to join the PCA
should perhaps seek to become affiliated with another denomination, such as the Reformed
Church in the United States. Such thinking presupposes that a division within the OPC is an
acceptable price to pay for the “greater good” of unity with another denomination.
The ecclesiology being expressed above is faulty, and because it is contrary to Scripture, it
i s profoundly sclf-contradictory and ought to be rejected by this Assembly.

An ecclesiology more firmly rooted in Scripture would place priority on neither unity on the
larger scale nor unity on the smaller scale. Unity on both levels would be viewed as equally
important and would, therefore, receive equal emphasis. By way of analogy, we may ask, “is
the individual within a marriage or the marriage itself more important?” Neither! We must see
that the unity found within marriage must not be sacrificed to the integrity of one or both of the
marriage partners. Neither may the integrity of a marriage partner be sacrificed for the sake of
unity within the marriage. Both the marriage itself and the partners within the marriage are
equally important. There is an obvious tension here as equal emphasis is placed upon both
sides. So it is with the unity of the church. Equal emphasis must be placed upon unity at all
levels. Unity on the inter-denominational level cannot and must not be emphasized at the
expense of unity within the denomination. Neither can unity within the denomination be emphasized at the expense of inter-denominational unity. Because the latter point is true, the OPC
has labored long and hard in the ecumenical arena, on both the national and international levels,
to better express the unity of the church. But, it must be remembered, unity on the interdenominational level must not be emphasized at the expense of unity within the denomination.
Our Committee on Ecirmenicity, however, is placing disproportionate emphasis upon
inter-denominational unity at the expense of the unity we now have within our own bounds. It is
willing to allow for some form of the division of the OPC for the sake of a “greater unity” with
the PCA. Our Committee’s doctrine of the church, its ecclesiology, if you will, allows for this
stance with regard to the proposal to join the PCA.
It is a curious fact, but also true, that our Committee on Ecrrmenicity stands in contradiction to itself. It does so because it finds itself in the position of denying, by its actions, the very
unity to which it claims to cling on the basis of Ephesians 4:l-6.Our Committee finds itself in
this self-contradictory position because it will not be faithful to its own biblical presuppositions.
Our Committee states that Christ “instructs us that unity and peace are attained by the
Spirit working through His Word (Eph. 45-16).” Placing, as it does, undue emphasis upon
inter-denominational unity, our Committee on Ecrrmenicity fails to understand fully all of Ephe-
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sians 4. It fails “with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing forbearance to one
another in love” to be “diligent to preserve the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace” (Eph.
4:2-3). As a consequence of a lack of patience, stemming from the improper emphasis on
inter-denominational unity, the Committee has lacked in instructing our church as outlined in
Ephesians 4:8-16, and the end result is that greater unity within our church cannot be achieved
with regard to the invitation to join the PCA.
The only proper biblical solution to the dilemma in which our Committee on Ecumenicify
finds itself and into which it is drawing us is to exercise the patience exhorted by the Holy Spirit
through the Apostle Paul, to place the biblical emphasis required upon the Spirit’s admonition to
be “diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace” within our own fellowship,
and to take the time that the church might be adequately instructed concerning the proposal
before us.
To this end, the following recommendation is made with the prayer that the Holy Spirit of
our God might perfect unity among us in answer to the prayer of our Lord Jesus Christ.
RECOMMENDATION
The minority of Advisory Committee #8 recommends:
a. That the Assembly express its profound thanks to the Presbyterian Church in America
for the gracious invitation to apply to join with it to effect one church;
b. That it inform the 9th General Assembly of the PCA that, because of its deep commitment to the ecumenical imperative, and its profound desire “to preserve the unity of the Spirit
in the bond of peace” (Eph. 4:3) within its own bounds, it finds itself unable, at the present time,
to take the constitutional steps necessary to apply for reception into the PCA;
c. That it seek the assurance of the 9th G. A. of the PCA that a future application for
reception into its fellowship would be well received; and
d. That the Assembly instruct the Committee on Ecumenicity to seek to meet with the
Fraternal Relutions Committee of the PCA with a view to achieving eventual union.
Dennis J. Prutow
Robert L. Vining
A. M. Laurie

On motion recommendation 2 of Advisory Committee #8 was adopted.
On motion recommendation 1 of Advisory Committee #8 was adopted and the Assembly
entered the Committee of the Whole.
On motion the Assembly arose from the Committee of the Whole.
The Assembly recessed at 9:07 p.m. following prayer led by Mr. Keller.

WEDNESDAY MORNING, JUNE 3
Following a devotional service led by Mr. Vandenbroek, the Assembly reconvened at 8:07
a.m. Mr. Steltzer led in prayer.
The minutes of the sessions of Tuesday, June 2, were approved as presented.

On motion Dr. Curry and the Rev. Thomas R. Patete, executive director of Great Commission Publications and a minister in the Presbyterian Church in America, were granted the
privilege of the floor during consideration of the invitation of the Presbyterian Church in
America.
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On motion the Assembly entered the Committee of the Whole as recommended by Advisory Committee #8, except that the purpose was limited to questioning.
By general consent the Committee of the Whole arose, and the Assembly recessed at 1O:OO
a.m. and reconvened at 10:21 a.m. By general consent the Assembly reentered the Committee
of the Whole.
By general consent the Committee of the Whole arose, and the Assembly recessed at 12:21
p.m. following prayer led by Mr. Taylor.

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 3
The Assembly reconvened at 1:18 p.m. with the singing of the hymn, “Praise ye, praise ye
the Lord.’’ Mr. McGovern led in prayer.
Mr. Wietse Huizinga, fraternal delegate of the Canadian Reformed Churches, addressed
the Assembly.
On motion, Mr. King was granted one speech in addition to those to which he was otherwise entitled on the matter under discussion.
It was moved to adopt recommendation 1 in Part V1I.E. of the report of the Committee on
Ecumenicity and Interchurch Relations.
The Assembly recessed at 3:29 p.m. and reconvened at 3:46 p.m.
Discussion of the pending question continued.
The Assembly recessed at 5:03 p.m. following prayer led by Mr. Johnson.
,

WEDNESDAY EVENING, J U N E 3
The Assembly reconvened at 6:31 p.m. with the singing of the hymn, “None other Lamb,
none other Name.” Dr. Aquila led in prayer.
On motion the order of the day (consideration of the report of the Committee on Presbyterial Records) was postponed until completion of consideration of the report of the Committee
on Ecumenicity and Interchurch Relations.
On separate motions the following were granted the ti’me indicated to complete their remarks: Mr. King, one minute; Dr. Clowney, one minute, and Mr. Morse, five minutes.
On motion it was determined to vote on the pending question not later than 8:45 p.m.
On amended motion speeches on the pending question were limited to two minutes.
During the course of the previous question appeal was taken from the Moderator’s ruling
that the question was not debatable. The Moderator’s ruling was sustained.
The order of the day having arrived, the Moderator led in prayer, and the Assembly
proceeded to vote by signed ballot on the invitation of the Presbyterian Church in America.
On motion the Assembly determined to recess at this time for ten minutes, and to extend
the order of the day ten minutes.
The Assembly recessed at 8 5 5 p.m. and reconvened at 9:06 p.m.
The Moderator announced that the motion to accept the invitation of the Presbyterian
Church in America, requiring a two-thirds vote, was lost.
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The vote on the motion was as follows:
YEAS-90

Messrs. Aquila, Armour, Bachman, Barker, Black, Boer, Borth, Brown, Clowney, Coie,
Cole, L. D. Conard, Conn, Copeland, Cottenden, Crossett, Cully, Cummings, de Ru, DeVelde,
Dortzbach, Dunn, Ediger, Edwards, Elder, Ellis, Falk, Felch, Fredericks, Gaffin, Galbraith,
George, Gerber, Hake, Haldeman, Haney, Hard, Harmelink, Harvey, Hayman, Hight,
Johnson, Jones, Kellam, Keller, Kellogg, King, Kinnaird, Klompenhouwer, Knudsen, Kramm,
Krispin, Lodge, Male, McGovern, Mitchell, D. R. Miller, L. E. Miller, S. F. Miller, Milojevich,
Nightengale, Oliver, Orr, Phillips, Porter, Postma, Poundstone, Rockey, Rogers, Rowe,
Rudolph, Ruff, L. W. Schmurr, R. W. Schmurr, Scipione, Sibley, Smith, Stanton, Steltzer,
Stonehouse, Strimple, Swett, Tanzie, Tickner, Uomoto, Urban, Vail, Van Der Heide, Vermeulen, Viss.
NAYS--48

Messrs. J. S. Atwell, P. R. Conard, Coppes, Dennison, Doe, Dowling, Duff, Eyres, Fluck,
Fullalove, Gibbons, Guemn, Hall, Hardesty, Hansen, Hoogerhyde, Jerrell, D. W. Kiester,
Kuschke, Larson, Laurie, McIlwaine, Meinhardt, Morse, Muether, Newsom, Nieuwsma,
Payton, G. E. Peterson, J. J. Peterson, Prutow, Quarles, Reynolds, Roskamp, Schwab, Seaberry, Sloat, Solis, Taylor, Vandenbroek, Vanden Burg, R. Vandenburg, W. J. Vandenburg,
Vining, Wagner, Walmer, Warren, Watson.
It was moved and carried to recess at this time.
The Assembly recessed at 9:lO p.m. following prayer led by Mr. Smith.
THURSDAY MORNING, JUNE 4
Following a devotional service led by Mr. Eyres, the Assembly reconvened at 8:18 a.m.
Mr. Laurie led in prayer.
The minutes of the sessions of Wednesday, June 3, were approved as presented.
On motion the order of the day (consideration of the motion to erect a committee of seven
to study justification) was postponed to become the order of the day immediately upon reconvening following the noon recess.
It was moved to adopt the recommendation of the Minority of Advisory Committee #8.
On motion the Assembly determined to reconsider the motion to adopt recommendation 1
in part V1I.E. of the report of the Committee on Ecumenicity and Interchurch Relations,
previously lost.
On motion debate on the pending question was limited to thirty minutes, and speeches were
limited to two minutes.
On motion the time of the morning recess was advanced to the time that the polls were
closed.
The order of the day having arrived, the Assembly proceeded to vote by signed ballot on
the invitation of the Presbyterian Church in America.
The Assembly recessed at 9:39 a.m. and reconvened at 9 5 9 a.m.
The Moderator announced that the motion to accept the invitation of the Presbyterian
Church in America, requiring a two-thirds vote, was adopted.
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The vote on the motion was as follows:

YEAS-93

Messrs. Armour, Bachman, Barker, Black, Boer, Borth, Brown, Clowney, Coie, Cole, L. D.
Conard, P. R. Conard, Conn, Copeland, Coppes, Cottenden, Crossett, Cully, Cummings, de
Ru, DeVelde, Dortzbach, Dunn, Ediger, Edwards, Elder, Ellis, Falk, Felch, Fredericks, Gaffin, Galbraith, George, Gerber, Hake, Haldeman, Haney, Hard, Harmelink, Harvey, Hayman,
Johnson, Jones, Kellam, Keller, Kellogg, King, Kinnaird, Klompenhouwer, Knudsen, Kramm,
Krispin, Kuschke, Lodge, McGovern, McIlwaine, D. R. Miller, L. E. Miller, S. F. Miller,
Milojevich, Mitchell, Nightengale, Oliver, Orr, G. E. Peterson, Phillips, Porter, Postma,
Poundstone, Rockey, Rogers, Roskamp, Rowe, Rudolph, Ruff, L. W. Schmurr, R. W.
Schmurr, Scipione, Sibley, Smith, Stanton, Steltzer, Stonehouse, Strimple, Swett, Tanzie,
Tickner, Uomoto, Urban, Vail, Van Der Heide, Vermeulen, Viss.
NAY S-4 1

Messrs. J. S. Atwell, Dennison, Doe, Dowling, Duff, Eyres, Fluck, Fullalove, Gibbons,
Guerrin, Hall, Hoogerhyde, Jerrell, D. W. Kiester, Larson, Laurie, Male, Meinhardt, Morse,
Muether, Newsom, Neiuwsma, Payton, J. J. Peterson, Prutow, Quarles, Reynolds, Schwab,
Seaberry, Sloat, Solis, Taylor, Vandenbroek, Vanden Burg, R. Vandenburg, W. J. Vandenburg, Vining, Wagner, Warren, Watson, Walmer.
ABSTENTION
Mr. Hansen.
The Moderator declared the pending question (the recommendation of the Minority of
Advisory Committee #8) pre-empted by the action just taken.

On motion recommendation 2.a. in part VI1.E. of the report of the Committee on
Ecumenicity and Interchurch Relations was adopted.
On amended motion part 2.b under recommendation 4 of Advisory Committee #8 was
adopted with the following additions: at the beginning add the words “That the Assembly
request, urge, and implore the sessions, ruling elders, and ministers to send to the Committee
on Ecumenicity and Interchurch Relations at the earliest possible time documented information that they believe bears upon the question of accepting the invitation to join the Presbyterian
Church in America, and”; add the word “beginning” before the words “by September” and
add the words “and/or ruling and teaching elders of local PCA congregations,” following the
words “Interim Committee,. ”
On motion the Assembly determined to urge presbyteries to make diligent effort to hold
consultations with PCA and RPCES presbyteries in overlapping geographical areas as soon as
possible after this Assembly for the purpose of learning each other’s interests and functioning.

On amended motion part 2.c under recommendation 4 of Advisory Committee #8 was
adopted with the addition of the words “especially with respect to the faith, life, and practice
of their presbytery.”
On motion part 2.d under recommendation 4 of Advisory Committee #8 was adopted.
On motion the Assembly determined that (in the event the OPC joins the PCA) the (present)
commitments of the Committee on Diaconal Ministries to members of the OPC be continued
and administered by the congregation or denomination in which the object or objects of care
hold membership.
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On motion the Assembly proposed to the General Assembly of the PCA and to the Synod of
the RPCES that, if the constitutional steps to the joining and receiving of the OPC and the
RPCES into the PCA be completed by the time the highest courts of those churches complete
their business in 1982, that the effective date of that joining and receiving shall be not earlier
than January 1 , 1983, in order to permit the orderly accomplishment of the following: (a) the
publication and distribution of the minutes of the 1982 General Assembly of the OPC and the
Synod of the RPCES, and carrying out of the decisions of those bodies, (b) preparations for the
integrating of the presbyteries, and transfer of affairs of the predecessor presbyteries to their
successors, (c) preparations for the transfer of the affairs of the agencies of the OPC and the
RPCES to their successor agencies and the continuance of their ministries under their new
auspices, (d) the collecting of statistics from congregations and presbyteries as of a common,
predetermined date for all of the churches and for the various purposes for which those statistics
are needed, and (e) preparations for, and apportionment of commissioners to, the 1983 General
Assembly of the PCA.
On motion recommendation 1 in part V1 of the report of the Committee on Ecumenicity and
Interchurch Relations was adopted.
On a lost substitute motion that would have returned the 49th General Assembly to Geneva
College, Mr. D. W. Kiester requested that his affirmative vote be recorded.

On amended motion recommendation 2 in part VI of the report of the Committee on
Ecumenicity and Interchurch Relations was adopted with the substitution in the first line of the
word “communication” for the word “correspondence.”
On motion the applicable part of Standing Rule Chapter X, Section 2, was suspended and it
was determined to elect three additional members to the class of 1982 of the Committee on
Ecumenicity and Interchurch Relations.
The floor was declared open for nominations to the Committee on Ecitmenicity and Znterchurch Relations. The following were nominated: Messrs. Dennison, Edwards, Galbraith,
Guemn, Morse, J. J. Peterson, Quarles, Rockey, Rogers, Seaberry, and Urban. On separate
motions the requests of Messrs. Edwards and Quarles to have their names withdrawn were
granted.
The Moderator later announced the election of Messrs. Galbraith and J. J. Peterson to the
class of 1984, and Messrs. Guerrin, Rockey, and Urban to the class of 1982.
The Assembly determined to reconvene at 1:00 p.m.
The Assembly recessed at 12:22 p.m. following prayer led by Dr. Armour.

THURSDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 4
The Assembly reconvened at 1:03 p.m. with the signing of the hymn, “Lead on, 0 King
eternal.” Mr. Fullalove led in prayer.
Mr. Paul H. Treick, frriternal delegate of the Reformed Church in the U . S . addressed the
Assembly.
The order of the day having arrived, Mr. Warren presented the report of the Committee on
Presbyterial Records as follows:
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PRESBYTERIAL RECORDS
[Note: In the citation of Rules, letter A refers to the Assembly’s Rules for Keeping Presbyterial
Minutes, and letter B refers to the Assembly’s Rules for Examining Presbyterial Minutes.]
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The committee recommends the following:

1. That the minutes of the Presbytery of the Dakotas be approved without exception and
with the notations listed by the Committee.

2. That the minutes of the Presbytery of the Mid-Atlantic be approved without exception
and with the notations listed by the Committee.
3. That the minutes of the Presbytery of the Midwest be approved with the following
exceptions:
a. The terms of the call to Mr. Boyd are not stated, p. 677, line 23 (cf. Rule A.12.b).
b. The terms of the call to Mr. Evans are not complete, p. 686, line 6 (cf. Rule A. 12.b).
c. There is no reference to the previous meeting @. 692, item 71) for the schedule to be
followed in the ordination service, p. 698, line 10 (cf. Rule A.14).
4. That the minutes of the Presbytery of New Jersey be approved without exception and
with the notation listed by the Committee.
5 . That the minutes of the Presbytery of New York and New England be approved
without exception and with the notations listed by the Committee.

6. That the minutes of the Presbytery of Northern California be approved with the notation listed by the Committee and with the following exceptions:
a. The terms of the call to Mr. Warren are missing, p. 36, line 36 (cf. Rule A.12.b &
FOG XXII, 9).
b. The call to Mr. Warren was acted on by the Presbytery (contrary to Rule A. 12.a and
FOG XXII, 10) p. 37, line 12.
7. That the minutes of the Presbytery of the Northwest be approved without exception
and with the notation listed by the Committee.
8. That the minutes of the Presbytery of Ohio be approved with the notations listed by the
Committee and with the following exceptions:

a. Sentence is unclear as to its meaning, p. 290, line 8 ff. (cf. Rule A.12.a).
b. A motion was made to extend the time of adjournment in order to consider an
overture but the action taken o n the overture is not recorded, p. 296, line 18 ff. (cf.
Rule A. 12.a).
c. Two elder delegates are indicated as representing one church, p. 300, line 18 (cf.
Rule B.1.a).
d. Mr. King is stated to have reported orally for the visitation committee and there is
no indication of his having relinquished the chair as moderator, p. 19, line 9ff.
9. That the minutes of the Presbytery of Philadelphia be approved without exception and
with the notations listed by the Committee.

10. That the minutes of the Presbytery of the South be approved with the following
exceptions:
a. Absent Sessions are not listed, pp. 330, 331 (cf. Rule A.8).
b. Neither absent ministers nor absent Sessions are listed, p. 336 (cf. Rule A.8).
11. That the minutes of the Presbytery of Southern California be approved with the notation listed by the Committee and with the following exceptions:

a. The motion recorded is not clear; it appears that some words have been omitted, p.
716, lines 14-21 (cf. Rule A.12.a).
b. The statement is incomplete, p. 720, item 23 (cf. Rule A.12).
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c. The call to Mr. Wikholm is not clear, viz., i) there is no mention of the organization
he was called to serve, ii) there is no mention of the financial support (terms) in the call (cf. FOG
XXII, 9).
d. The response to the exceptions of the 47th G. A. indicated that all minutes of the
executive sessions of Presbytery have been and will be included in the minutes. This has not
been done.
The Committee recommends that the Assembly instruct the Presbytery to comply with the
instructions of the 46th and 47th General Assemblies by including the minutes of the above
mentioned executive sessions of Presbytery in its minutes.
12. That the Presbytery of Southern California be instructed to respond to the exception of
the 47th General Assembly:
a. No time of convening and adjourning is given, pp. 674, 675 (cf. Rule A.3).
13. That the Presbytery of Southern California be reminded that it erred in enrolling Mr.
Duff as a member of Presbytery prior to his installation, contrary to FOG XXIII, 20. This error
resulted in the following circumstances: After Mr. Duffs enrollment he entered a protest
against an action of Presbytery. The Presbytery did not record his protest in its minutes and the
47th G. A. instructed Presbytery to record the protest in the minutes. The Presbytery responded by saying that Mr. Duffs protest was made prior to the time at which the new FOG
says he should have been enrolled and therefore he was not entitled to enter a protest.
14. Whereas we trust the brethren in each presbytery to correct their own misspellings and
minor errors, and to follow rules of form; and we want to encourage a better stewardship of the
time of the Assembly’s Committee, therefore the Committee recommends the elimination of all
reference to “Notations” in the examination of mesbvterial records bv the Committee on
Presbyterial Records from Rules 4 and 7 of the Assembly’s Rules for Examining Presbyterial
Records.
On separate motions recommendations 1-13 were adopted, with the deletion of 8.d. Recommendation 14 was construed as a proposal to the 49th General Assembly to amend the Rules
for Examining Presbyterial Minutes.
The order of the day having arrived, Mr. Tanzie presented the report of the Committee on
Standing Committee Records as follows:

REPORT OF THE
COMMITTEE ON STANDING COMMITTEE RECORDS
[Note: In the citation of Rules, letter C refers to the Assembly’s Rules for Keeping Standing
Committee Records, and letter D refers to the Assembly’s Rules for Examining Standing Committee Records.]
The committee recommends the following:
1. That the Minutes of the Committee on Christian Education be approved without exception, but that its disposition of the exception taken by the 47th General Assembly be deemed
unsuitable and the Committee be advised either to include the material (a letter) in the Minutes
by transcription or to incorporate in the Minutes a reference to the letter’s location in another
file of the Committee (cf. Rule C.16).

2. That the Minutes of the Committee on Date, Place and Travel be approved without
exception.
3. That the Minutes of the Committee on Diaconal Ministries be approved without exception and with the notations listed by the Committee on Standing Committee Records (CSCR), and
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that the Committee on Diaconal Ministries be reminded to take note of and approve in its
Minutes the correction made to the minutes of their meeting of November 2-3, 1979, in response
to the exception taken by the 47th General Assembly (cf. Rule D.8).
4. That the Minutes of the Committee on Ecumenicity and lnterchurch Relations be approved without exception and with the notations listed by the CSCR.

5. That the Minutes of the Committee on Foreign Missions be approved without exception.
6. That the Minutes of the Committee on Home Missions and Church Extension be approved without exception and with the notations listed by the CSCR.
7. That the Minutes of the Committee on Pensions be approved without exception and with
the notation listed by the CSCR.
8. That the Minutes of the Committee on Stewardship be approved with the notations
listed by the CSCR and with the following exceptions:
a. The minutes of March 28-29, 1980, and September 7-8, 1980, are not signed by the
secretary (cf. Rule C.18).
b. The appointment of the secretary pro tern is not indicated in the minutes (cf.
Rule C.6).
9. That the Minutes of the Trustees of the General Assembly be approved without exception.
Respectfully submitted,
Robert H. Tanzie, Chairman

On motion the committee’s recommendations were adopted.
The Assembly resumed consideration of the report of the Committee on Revisions to the
Book of Discipline and the Directory for Worship.
On motion the Assembly determined to place the report o n the docket of the 49th General
Assembly. (This was construed to end consideration of this report and of recommendation B.2 of
Advisory Committee #9.)
The Clerk read the report of the Historiun as follows:

REPORT OF

HISTORIAN

Fathers and Brethren:
The Historian continues to serve the church in a supervisory fashion, answering questions
of presbytery and local historians and composing brief accounts of aspects of denominational
history which are requested of him either directly or by referral. These activities are well worth
doing.
However, he regrets that he has made little progress in devising methods of utilizing the
materials collected by the presbyteries, or in discovering a writer competent and willing to
compile a denominational history. Increasing pressures of academic and other ecclesiastical
duties make it unlikely that this situation will improve.
Therefore, the Historian recommends that the General Assembly replace him with someone better able to give this position the time it deserves.
Respectfully,
D. Clair Davis, Historian
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Mr. Newsom reported for Advisory Committee #9 (cf. p. 133).

On motion recommendation A. 1. of the committee was adopted.
Mr. Galbraith, Chairman of the Committee on Reformed Ecumenical Synod Matters, presented its report. On motion Standing Rule, Chapter VI, Section 7, was suspended and the
report was ordered included in'the Minutes without being read aloud.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE
ON RES MATTERS
Fathers and Brethren,
The ninth meeting of the Reformed Ecumenical Synod (RES) was held in Nimes, France,
from July 15-25, 1980. The sessions of the Synod were held, and delegates and guests housed, at
a spacious dormitory of the University of Nimes. The calling denomination for the Synod was
The National Union.
Three conferences were held prior to the convening of the Synod. These conferences were
held in conjunction with the meeting of Synod so that delegates could combine attendance at
them and Synod with minimal additional expense. These conferences and similar conferences in
previous years have been the only opportunity for Reformed people to consider, in depth and
with such worldwide representation, matters that are of greatest concern of all; they also were a
significant contribution to the holding of the Synod. The conferences were as follows: Youth
Leaders, July 6-9; Missions, July 7-10; and Theology, July 11-12. The papers of the Missions
and Theological conferences are being published and are available for purchase from the RES
Secretariat office.
There were some 100 delegates present from 20 countries representing 33 of the 38 member
churches of the Synod. Especially strong was the representation from Africa-seven countries
and 14 churches-many of them products of Reformed missionary activity, now standing as
indigenous churches. Every continent of the world was represented.
The Rev. John P. Galbraith was re-elected Moderator. The other officers were as follows:
First Clerk-Pieter E. S. Smith, of the Dutch Reformed Church of South Africa; Second
Clerk-Arent 1. DeGraff, of the Reformed Churches of Australia; First Assessor-Klaas Runia,
of the Reformed Churches in the Netherlands; Second Assessor-F. M. Mataboge, of the
Dutch Reformed Church in Africa. These officers constituted the Moderamen of the Synod and
now serve as the Interim Committee until the next Synod.
The functioning of the Synod was structured by the assignment of each delegate to one of
seven advisory committees erected to deal with reports and communications to the Synod.
Delegates were permitted to request assignment to a particular advisory committee. Most of the
first week of the Synod was spent in the meetings of these committees. The second week was
spent mainly in plenary session for action on the reports and recommendations of the advisory
committees concerning the materials referred to them.
Your delegation (voting: Messrs. Galbraith and Gaffin; non-voting: Messrs. Vail and Peterson) was in attendance at all plenary sessions and participated fully in the work of the advisory
committees: That participation was as follows: Mr. Galbraith, as Moderator of the Synod, was
Chairman of the Moderamen whose assignment was chiefly organization, finance, and membership, and, in general, to advise the Synod as needed. Mr. Gaffin-Ecumenical Relations
with other Ecumenical Bodies (the WCC issue); Mr. Vail-Race Relations; Mr. PetersonEcumenical Relations among RES churches (the GKN doctrinal and ethical issues). In addition,
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all four of our delegates are serving on continuing committees of the Synod, Mr. Galbraith as
President of the Interim Committee, Mr. Gaffin as a member of a study committee on
Homosexuality, Mr. Vail as a member of the Standing Committee on Missions and Diaconia,
and Mr. Peterson as the Convenor of the North American section of the Study Committee on
Ecumenical Relations. Another Orthodox Presbyterian, the Rev. Harvie M. Conn, serves on
the Standing Committee for Theological Education and Interchange.
The first organizational meeting of the RES was held in Grand Rapids, Michigan, on August
14-30, 1946. That meeting was the culmination of an idea that had begun 20 years earlier in

correspondence between the Reformed Churches in the Netherlands, the Dutch Reformed
Church of South Africa, and the Christian Reformed Church of the United States. Attending
that meeting as an observer for the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, appointed by the General
Assembly and given advisor status by the Synod, was the Rev. Dr. Ned B. Stonehouse.
Dr. Stonehouse, in reporting on that meeting (see Presbyterian Guardian, September and
October of 1946), stated that in organizing the RES the three churches “recognize that it was
better to risk the charge of self-sufficiency and hypocrisy than to be so inclusive that the
specifically Reformed character of the Synod would be lost.” Those who attended that first
meeting included Professors G. Ch. Aalders and G. C. Berkouwer of the Netherlands; Professors du Toit and Stalker of South Africa; and Louis Berkhof, D. H. Kromminga, J. T.
Hoogstrate, H. Kuiper, and I. van Dellen of the Christian Reformed Church of the United
States, in addition to Dr. Stonehouse.
The OPC was received into the RES at its next meeting, in 1949. Dr. Stonehouse was our
delegate to the Synods of 1949, 1953, and 1958, serving as Vice President in 1953. Professor
John Murray served as a voting delegate to the 1963 meeting in Grand Rapids and served as
First Assessor (deputy moderator) of that meeting, and as a member of the Interim Committee
until the next Synod (1968). Mr. Galbraith has served as a voting delegate to the Synods of 1963,
1968, 1972, 1976, and 1980, and as an officer of Synod and member of the Interim Committee in
all but 1963. His present term expires in 1984.
The part that God has given the OPC to have in the RES has been comparatively greater
than its size of about 18,000 members in a total RES membership of about five million. Churches
far larger than ours have been willing to put OP men in positions of trust and leadership as they
have observed our endeavors to render careful, responsible, informed, and Reformed service.
Thus they have called upon us to serve, over the years, on most of the major study and standing
committees of the RES, including the Interim Committee almost continuously since 1953. When
we speak of privilege, we must, however, acknowledge responsibility. We must, therefore,
while giving God thanks, confess that our service has been far from what it should have been,
and resolve that by His grace we shall serve Him better in the days ahead.
At the same time, the OPC must recognize that the RES has given much service to the
OPC. It has provided us with a fellowship and a forum with Reformed churches around the
world that would not have been possible without the RES. We have also benefited from joint
study papers on many important theological and ethical questions that we could not possibly
have produced by ourselves. As members of the RES we are part of a worldwide Reformed
community, by which we have received valuable instruction. It is indeed true that that fellowship is marred by sin, some so severe as to cause pain to every member church. Yet that very
sin emphasizes the need for the worldwide Reformed community to seek to instruct and admonish one another to the end that the churches may bear a clear witness to truth and purity.
The RES churches have accepted that responsibility and are even now committed to making
final judgments as to where the RES member churches should stand.
The Acts of RES 1980 will be distributed to each member and session when they become
available. The Acts contain the complete text of all of the actions of the Synod in addition to the
communications and committee reports received by the Synod. In addition to the Acts, a digest
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of the more important actions, entitled The Messuge of Nimes, has been distributed to the
church. This provides a profile of the actions taken.
Ministers and ruling elders should subscribe to the RES News Exchange and the Theologicul Forum to keep informed about the RES, her member churches, and current theological
discussions.
We wish to draw your attention to the actions which we consider important to the OPC:
I.

ACTIONSIN RESPONSE
TO THE OPC
Our 1980 General Assembly appealed to the RES Nimes to tell the Reformed Churches in
the Netherlands (GKN) to make changes necessary for them to return to the full embracing of
the Scripture and the Reformed faith that had been their heritage, or else for the RES to begin
the procedure that would terminate the membership of the GKN in the RES by the 1984 RES.
The RES Nimes dealt with four basic issues regarding the GKN, two of them quite extensively. Before the RES as a body dealt directly with the issues they were discussed thoroughly
in two of the advisory committees of the Synod. Those issues were:
1. The doctrinal discipline of Dr. H. Wiersinga.

Dr. Wiersinga, who is now a college pastor, holds a view of the atonement which denies
that Christ bore the wrath of God in place of sinners. The Synod of the GKN has declared that
this view is “impermissible” has declared its own conviction that Christ did bear the wrath of
God in the place of sinners; further, it exercised a discipline of silence on Dr. Wiersinga “that in
his official tasks Dr. Wiersinga will not ‘push’ his position.”
The Interim Committee in reaction to its meeting with representatives of the GKN (1978)
had issued a statement regarding the Wiersinga case which included the evaluation that the
GKN had “in fact faithfully exercised discipline.”
The RES, acting on the recommendation of the Advisory Committee, amended the evaluation of the Interim Committee by dropping the word “faithfully” and adding the following:
“The RES regrets that the RCN has not required Dr. Wiersinga to renounce his ‘impermissible’
interpretation of the Biblical doctrine of the atonement which is contrary to the Reformed
Confessions, as a condition for continuing as a minister of the church.” Your Committee would
also note that although a certain stricture is placed upon Dr. Wiersinga, he is free to state his
position in response to inquiry.
2. The doctrinal discipline of Dr. H. Kuitert.

Dr. Kuitert opposes the binding character of the form of subscription for church officers
and has made statements that seriously question the authority of the Bible. Complicating this
case is the fact that it is still in the process of being dealt with by the GKN. The Committee on
Church and Theology has promised a study paper to the GKN Synod by early winter of 1981
dealing with this issue. The RES requested that this report be circulated among the churches
with English translation.
The RES reaffirmed the statements of RES Cape Town (Acts 1976, pp. 67-68) “as to the
gravity of the issue and instructs the Interim Committee to continue consultation with the RCN
with a view to reporting on these matters to the churches and to the next RES.” Among the
Cape Town statements in one in which the RES “deeply regrets certain theological developments within this church (i.e. the RCN).”
A further action of RES Nimes 1980 “assures the.RCN of its persistent prayers that the
Lord may guide them by his Word and Spirit, and encourages them to seek with all due urgency
a solution to this problem to the glory of God and the benefit of the churches.”
3. The question of membership in the World Council of Churches (WCC).
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At every meeting of the RES since 1949, it has given serious objection to membership in
the WCC, including a comprehensive report in 1968, and advised members of the RES not to join
the WCC.
In spite of this advice the GKN joined the WCC in 1969. That action has been challenged
by the OPC and by several other RES member churches. At the request of the Interim Committee the GKN sent a communication presenting what it deemed to be the biblical foundation for
their action. The Interim Committee requested response by the member churches to this communication. Only one church (the OPC) presented the requested response though virtually all
delegates at the Synod voted to reaffirm the advice or prior Synods not to join the WCC.
Because of the lack of response noted just above, the RES determined that the Interim
Committee (a) appoint a study committee on The RES and Ecumenical Relationships, to make a
comprehensive study, from Scripture and our confessions, of the Reformed concept of the
church and its “implications for current and future ecumenical relationships; and” (b) “that this
committee be instructed to include in its study the question of the membership of the RES
churches in the WCC.”
The RES further determined that a final decision on the question of dual membership (in the
RES and the WCC) be made by the RES, as requested by the OPC. The OPC will be represented on this committee by Mr. Peterson.
4. The decision of the GKN on homophilical (homosexual) members.

In 1968 the GKN appointed a study committee to deal with the question of how to deal
with members of the church who are homosexuals. By November of 1979 there was not agreement in the committee on the interpretation of the Scriptural data. The hermeneutical questions
were then referred to the Committee on Church and Theology.
Rather than wait for this study the GKN Synod determined to offer pastoral advice to
the churches regarding this question. This decision of pastoral advice occasioned shock among
many of the RES churches including the OPC. The GKN had used the word “homophilical” to
seek to remove over-accentuation on the sexual aspect of the problem. However, the word
“homophilical” is used by the homosexual organization in the Netherlands.
Crucial in the report are two clauses: “. . . it is not right for us to condemn fellow men in
their homophilical nature and the way they feel about and experience (‘beleving’) this, since
even in this matter the last word belongs to the Lord himself’; and, the churches were instructed “to see to it that in Christ the mutual bond of faith between homophilical and heterophilical Christians repeatedly receives new inspiration in the joint experience of worship,
through administration and remembrance of baptism, and by means of participation in the
Lord’s Supper.”
A great deal of time was spent by the representatives of the GKN seeking to persuade
the advisory committee that homosexual practice was not approved by this decision. The
meaning of the Dutch word “beleving” was discussed at length. However, the widespread
response of the decision by RES churches and even by members of the GKN, was that
homosexual practice was included in the .meaning of the word.

The RES stated unconditionally that “all homosexual practice is sin.” It further requested
“the RCN to give cIarification . . . in order to make clear that their view on homosexual practice
is in accordance with Scripture.” Also: “The RES instructs the Interim Committee to convey
these decisions as fraternal advice to the RCN and to request them on behalf of the RES
fellowship to give the assurance that no known practicing homosexual shall be allowed to
partake of the Lord’s Supper or hold ecclesiastical office.”
Further, a study committee was appointed “to study the biblical data and hermeneutical
questions related to the problems of ‘homophility’ (homosexuality),” and report as soon as
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possible to the churches and to the 1984 RES. Drs. Richard B. Gaffin, Jr., and Meredith G.
Kline were appointed to this committee @r. Kline has declined to serve).
Extremely encouraging in the debate on the issue was the strength of the African churches
which are the product of Reformed missionary work. Time after time they called the church
back to the Scriptures as the Word of God, to take their stand on that one foundation.
These decisions put a focus on 1984 RES as a very significant meeting when a final decision
regarding the membership of the GKN in the RES must be faced. As indicated above, two of our
members will be working on study committees which will bring significant reports relating to
this. It is the opinion of your Committee that the position of a large majority of the RES
churches is similar to ours on these questions, and also that many of them have depended on us
for leadership.

TI. ACTIONSO N OTHERMATTERS
A. Matters not requiring response from the churches
1. The Committee on Missions and Diaconia was asked to study issues of world relief
relevant to the member churches and to facilitate the coordination of diaconal work amcng
member churches.

2. In regard to race relations, the Interim Committee had met with representatives of
the member churches in South Africa and they presented their report to the RES. One regional
conference has been held and another is planned by the South African member churches dealing
with the unrest in that country. It was decided to continue contact with the member churches of
South Africa through the Interim Committee. A meeting of the Interim Committee is scheduled
for South Africa in September, 1981.
3. A substantial report on “The Church and Its Social Calling” was received, and the:
Synod adopted a lengthy series of statements on the subject. They- have been sent to all1
member churches with the request that they respond to RES 1984. (They are included in the
“Message of Nimes” as Appendix 4, pp. 30-35.)
4. The RES determined to continue its contact with the World Evangelical Fellowship
and to seek closer liaison with it.

B. Matters referred to the member churches for study and response
1. The 21-point statement on the social calling of the church (“Message of Nimes”
pp. 30-35).
2. On the matter of the authority of Scripture, being studied by the GKN, the RES
requested that the member churches send any relevant studies to the GKN and all other RES
member churches.
3. The Synod requested the member churches to communicate to the Study Committee
on the RES and Ecumenical Relationships those issues that they wish that committee to consider in its study. Because the response was requested by December 1980, your Committee
undertook to provide a response. To that end, on September 22, 1980, we solicited suggestions
from all sessions and ministers. On the basis of those responses and other information available
to the Committee the following questions (reported to all who had made suggestions, by letter
on January 13, 1981) were submitted to the Study Committee on behalf of our church:
a. What are the criteria for interchurch fellowship? Is the theological position of an
inter-church organization or association the ultimate criterion? A specific issue in this respect
is, may the criteria for determining the legitimacy of membership in the WCC for Christian
churches be different for different churches because of their different contextual situation?
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b. What criteria should be determinative for a Reformed church to break off fellowship in an association of churches? Is there biblical warrant for an RES member church to reject
fellowship with another church because it is a member of the WCC?
c. What bearing does the question whether or not the biblical writers made mistakes
have on interchurch fellowship?
d. Are the historic Reformed marks of the church (preaching, sacraments, discipline) still relevant today as determinative of a church being a true church?
e. Evaluate the WCC as a Christian organization in view of its Constitutional inclusion of churches as members that do not practice the Reformed marks of the church.
111. RESIGNATIONS
FROM THE RES
Within the past two years three member churches have resigned their membership in the
RES, all for reasons related to the WCC question and the continued membership of the GKN in
the RES. They are the Evangelical Presbyterian Church of Northern Ireland, the Reformed
Presbyterian Church of Ireland, and the Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America.
Your Committee views the latter withdrawal as especially unfortunate since it was taken on the
misunderstanding that the Nimes Synod had “taken no action” with regard to the GKN. It may
be noted, however, that these churches have left the door open to seek to return later by stating
that they would “reconsider” if conditions change, or that the decision is “for the present.”
The Free Church of Scotland has decided not to withdraw unless they determine that the
RES will not act definitively on these same issues.
Your Committee believes that thus far the OPC has remained true to its Reformation
heritage and practice in refusing to withdraw until the corporate witness of the body as a whole
has departed from the faith and until all possibilities for reform have been exhausted. That
position is proving to be especially valid as we look for a resolution of the difficulties by the time
of the next RES.
IV. EVALUATION
The meeting of the RES makes visible the worldwide character of the Reformed community. The overwhelming majority of the member churches still confesses that the Bible is the
infallible Word of God and that the Reformed confessions accurately summarize what the Bible
teaches. The existence of the RES reminds us that our God is Lord of the whole earth; that his
people have been chosen out of every nation and people and language; that His gospel is for all
people. In the RES we participate, imperfectly, yes, but we do participate in the world-wide
Reformed movement.
The 1980 RES was requested by the OPC to ask the GKN to make those changes necessary
so that she may return to the full embraching of the Scripture and the Reformed faith or else for
the RES to begin the procedure that would terminate the membership of the GKN in the RES by
the 1984 RES. The changes specified by our General Assembly were in the areas of church
discipline, women in ecclesiastical office, membership in the WCC, and homosexuality. The
only matter not acted on by the RES was that of women in office. On the other three items
strong, biblical stands were taken by the RES, and the actions taken either specify or imply a
definitive decision by the 1984 RES. With regard to doctrinal discipline the GKN are to send a
report on the authority of Scripture growing out of their dealing with Dr. H. Kiutert; further, the
lnterim Committee is to continue its consultation with the GKN with a view to reporting on
these matters to the churches and to the next RES. With regard to membership in the WCC, a
study committee has been appointed to study and report on this question, with RES 1980 having
determined that a definitive stand will be taken by RES 1984. With regard to homosexuality, a
committee was erected to study the question and the related hermeneutical questions and to
report to RES 1984. All lines are converging on 1984. That is what we asked for, and our church
has been given places in that process which may prove crucial to the outcome.

I

FORTY
-EI GHTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY

177

The GKN is in very serious trouble with regard to its life and witness as a church of Jesus
Christ. A pattern of departure from the Scripture and the Reformed creeds clearly has been
growing. The OPC, other RES member churches, and the RES as a whole have been seeking to
help the GKN to avoid letting that departure become deeply rooted. The RES commitment to
Scripture and the Reformed creeds has thus been not simply on paper but also in a living faith
and life. The 1984 RES and the time until then will reveal if that commitment is to continue.

V. N EXTSYNOD
The next meeting of the RES Synod is being planned for North America in 1984, the exact
location yet to be determined.
VI. RECOMMENDATIONS
1. That the General Assembly encourage the Interim Committee to discharge faithfully and
vigorously its responsibility to the RES and its member churches with regard to the theological
and moral deterioration that this Assembly perceives to be taking place in the Gereformeerde
Kerken in Nederland.

’

2. That the General Assembly address a letter to the Synod of the Gereformeerde Kerken
in Nederland, through the Committee on RES Matters beseeching them, in the name of Christ,
to heed, prior to the 1984 RES, the warnings of the RES in such matters as laxity in church
discipline, the misinterpretation of Scripture with regard to homosexuals, and fellowship with
unbelievers in the WCC;.

3. That the Moderator appoint a committee of three to evaluate the 21-point statement of
RES Nimes 1980, “The Church and Its Social Calling” and to report to the 49th General
Assembly with recommendations for response to the RES as requested by that body.
Respectfully submitted,
John P. Galbraith, Chairman
Mr. Payton reported for Advisory Committee #12 as follows:

REPORT OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE #12
A. Regarding the Report of the Missions Correspondent for the R.E.S.
In implementation of the Report of the Missions Correspondent for the RES, Advisory
Committee #I2 recommends:
1. That the Committee on Foreign Missions be asked to explore the possibility of a joint
action for mission with RES member,churches, and

2. That the Committee on Christian Education be asked to consider the publication of adult
study discussion guides to accompany the RES Nimes report, The Church and Its Social
Calling, and the RES Nimes Mission Conference papers, Prophetic Witness in u Bewildered
World.

B. Regarding the Report of the Committee on R.E.S. Matters
The RES assessment for this year is $4,312.00.
Advisory Committee #12 expresses its concern to the committee on RES Matters for the
long occupation of the RES agenda with continuing theological topics raised by Western church
members apd urges the Committee on RES Matters to encourage the Interim Committee of the
RES to plan those future Missions and Theological Conferences usually held in conjunction
with the meetings of Synod so that concerns of so-called Third World church members may be
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given more emphasis and to ask the Interim Committee to seek from member churches from
black Africa, Asia, and Latin Amerka, for the RES agenda, topics of concern to their
constituencies.

RECOMMENDATIONS
I . Advisory Committee #12 concurs in recommendation 1 in the following revised form:
that the General Assembly encourage the Interim Committee in its continuing faithful and
vigorous discharge of its responsibility to the RES and its member churches with regard to the
theological and moral deterioration that this Assembly perceives to be taking place in the
Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederiand.
2. Advisory Committee #12 concurs in recommendation 2 in its amended form.
3. Advisory Committee #12 concurs in recommendation 3 in the following revised form:
that the Committee on RES Matters be asked to evaluate the 21-point statement of RES Nimes
1980, The Church and Its Social Calling, and to report to the 49th General Assembly with
recommendations for response to the RES as requested by that body.
4. Advisory Committee #12 further recommends that the Committee on RES Matters be
asked to study the five questions it has submitted to the study committee on the RES and
Ecumenical Relationships (Report of the Committee on RES Matters to the 48th General Assembly, pp. 175-176) and to present its findings, with recommendations, to the 49th General Assembly sharing these findings and recommendations with the Synod of the Gereformeerde
Kerken in Nederland.
On separately amended motions recommendations B. 1. and B.3. of Advisory Committee
#12 were substituted for recommendations 1 and 3 of the Committee on R.E.S. Matters and
were adopted.

On motion recommendation 2 of the Committee'of R.E.S. Matters was adopted.
On motion recommendation B.4. of Advisory Committee #12 was adopted.
Mr. Vail presented the report of the Missions Correspondent for the Reformed Ecumenical
Synod. On motion the report was ordered included in the Minutes without being read aloud.

REPORT OF THE MISSIONS CORRESPONDENT
FOR THE REFORMED ECUMENICAL SYNOD
Fathers and Brothers,
A three-day missions conference was conducted by the RES Committee on Missions in
conjunction with the meeting of the RES at Nimes, France in July 1980. The Rev. John P.
Galbraith, missions correspondent from the Orthodox Presbyterian Church and chairman of the
Committee on Missions, gave the keynote address, "The World's Need for a Prophetic
Church," following the conference theme, "Prophetic Witness in a Bewildered World." The
papers that were presented at the conference have been published and may be obtained from the
RES Sccretariat.
The conference on missions prepared a message which the Synod adopted for distribution
to the churches. The mcssage is as follows:
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MESSAGE TO THE CHURCHES
We, the representatives of the family of Reformed Churches from all the continents,
gathered together in Nimes, France, in July 1980, found ourselves powerfully united in our
common faith and allegiance to our Lord as we face a bewildered world. Currents and countercurrents of political ideology, philosophy, religion, and lifestyle sweep across the world, and
millions upon millions are without anchor for the present or hope for the future.
Therefore, for the furtherance of the missionary mandate given us by Jesus Christ, we send
to our several churches and mission agencies the following affirmations, and call their attention
to the following themes which we are convinced must compel our attention and elicit our
response:
1. First of all, we call for bold address to our fragmenting world, a prophetic message which
clearly proclaims, “Thus says the Lord.” Such fearless proclamation will not only be clear
dissent from pervasive sinfulness in God’s name, but will ultimately be the means for healing
and reconciliation.
2. We confess that at times we have turned aside from our mission to call the nations and
peoples to faith in Christ. We have instead focussed attention on lesser concerns which
appeared to be of great moment because we have no longer concentrated on the centrality of
Christ and his salvation which must be proclaimed to the world.
3. Our being in the world confronts us with new styles of thought and action. We must always
be open to the future and to new insights; yet we affirm that the spirits must be tested by the
unfailing Word to see if they be of God.
4. To this bewildered world, torn by strife and hatred, there come many voices promising

salvation. Various religions, some who claim unity and simplicity are making their appeal. In
this context we call upon our Churches to express our oneness in Christ and thus meet this
challenge together. Our unity itself will be a witness to the world.
5 . The life together of the Christian family unit must bear witness to Christ before a bewildered

world. As it demonstrates God’s covenantal love and care, it represents the whole family of
God. Christian families are therefore called to a clear and distinctively Christian lifestyle,
distinguished by simplicity and careful stewardship, as well as by the worshipping together
and wholeness the world so sorely lacks.

6. We call upon our churches to witness with renewed concern to the young people of our
world, so often abused and bewildered by the confusion of this age. We call upon the
churches to nurture the young with care, to recognize their personhood and unique place in
God’s eyes, and to realize that Christian youth may be the best means the Lord has given us
for this part of our mission to the world.
7. The offices, structures and organizations of the Institutional church provide significant avenues for witness. However, we affirm that the whole people of God-men, women,
children-are called to exercise a prophetic witness in the world. Their role must be fully
recognized and respected, and the witness of the church must not be reserved simply for its
official agencies.
8. The church of Christ often lives in a world of great suffering and trial. As we heard accounts
of perseverance in the face of persecution and hardship, we affirm anew:
-Our painful awareness of the existence of millions of people victimized by war, poverty
and oppression;
-our

thankfulness that the Church of Christ has survived these unspeakable sufferings;
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-our gratitude to God for the faithfulness of the martyrs whose blood was shed for their
faith;
-our deep concern with the suffering people of these lands, and with our fellow Christians
who live and serve among them;
-our

commitment as citizens of the Kingdom of God, to work for peace and justice.

9. Finally, we affirm that we do not look upon the world with abhorrence, nor to the future with
despair. For though the turmoil and chaos of the world increases, we claim it for our Father,
and celebrate in it the Kingdom of His Son. We do not abandon it to its sin and evil, but we
seek through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit to be in it as salt and yeast, and as light in the
darkness.

The RES Nimes 1980 renamed the committee on Missions so that it now bears the name
RES Committee on Missions and Diaconia. The rationale for this change was to constitute the
committee so as to embrace representation of both word and deed ministries in view of the
desperate spiritual and physical needs of millions of people in our world.
The RES Nimes gave the Committee on Missions and Diaconia an expanded mandate and
charged the Committee:
A. Concerning missiqns:
1. To publish the “Message to the Churches” and the Conference papers;

2. To arrange a conference on missions in connection with the 1984 Synod;
3. To explore the possibility of a joint action for mission by the churches for presentation to RES 1984;
4. To publish a world survey of Reformed missions prior to the 1984 Synod.

B. Concerning diaconal work:
1. To study the issues of world relief relevant to our churches in this expanding field;

2. To facilitate the coordination of diaconal work among RES churches;

3. To cooperate with the RES Secretariat in publishing the RES Diaconal Bulletin,
developing it into a missions bulletin which would give coverage to the total outreach ministries of the RES and suggested that it be called the RES Mission Bulletin.
Mr. Galbraith resigned as missions correspondent at the conclusion of RES Nimes 1980,
and the undersigned who had been elected as the alternate began to serve in the capacity of
correspondent. Mr. Vail was appointed by the RES Interim Committee to serve as a member of
the Committee on Missions.
Respectfully submitted,
Laurence N. Vail

Mr. Payton presented the report of Advisory Committee #12 (cf. p. 177) concerning this
matter.
On separate motions recommendations A.l. and A.2. of Advisory Committee #12 were
adopted.
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Mr. Ruff presented the final report of the C o r n m i k e on Date, Place and Travel as follows:

FINAL REPORT OF
THE COMMITTEE ON DATE, PLACE AND TRAVEL
I.

FINAL
FINANCIAL
REPORT
Balance on hand, close of 47th G. A.

..............

Contributions from churches
(5/1/80 to 4/30/81) ...........................

..........
Total Accountable ...........................
Interim Expenditures-47th G. A. .............
Net balance available-48th G. A. ............
Payment of 140 travel claims .....................
Payment of 129 claims for per diem ...............
Total Expended . ...... ......................
Loan Repayment, Book of Church Order

Balance

$14,105-65
28,693.79
1,700.00
$44,499.44
1.202.75
$43,296.69
26,160.00
6,203.00

........................................

32,363.00
$10,933.69

Comments: Contributions from the churches for the 48th G. A. were 7% lower than for the 47th
G. A. Travel and per diem expenditures for the 48th G. A. were 21% higher than those for the
47th G. A. However, the committee paid more vouchers for the 48th G. A.; the per capita
increase in expenditures was approximately 3%. For the first time since 1975, expenditures
exceeded contributions at an assembly location other than Grand Rapids.
11. RECOMMENDATIONS
1. that the Committee on Date, Place and Travel be authorized to investigate and, if
feasible,* to offer a centralized plan for making reservations on means of public transportation
to the commissioners to the 49th General Assembly (June, 1982).

2. that the Stated Clerks of the Presbyteries be requested to send to the Committee on
Date, Place and Travel a list of the names, addresses and phone numbers of commissioners to
the 49th General Assembly, as soon as they are selected.

3. that the Assembly request the churches to contribute to the General Assembly Travel
Fund for 1982 at the rate of $4.00 per communicant member.
4. that the 49th General Assembly convene on the campus of Calvin Seminary, Grand
Rapids, Michigan, beginning at 8:00 p.m., Thursday, June 10, 1982, with a projected terminus of
noon, Friday, June 18.

* Feasibility would be determined by:
-prospects of securing most economical fares;
-flexibility in making or, if necessary, changing reservations;
-minimal additional demands on the time of committee members.
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5. that the Standing Rule Chapter XII, Section 1, be suspended and that the Rev. Dominic
Aquila be excused from the sessions of June 4, in order to preserve previously arranged
economy fares which were booked in ignorance of the projected terminus of the Assembly.
111. ELECTION

The term of the Rev. Dennis E. Johnson expires with this Assembly. The Rev. Daniel H.
Overduin has resigned from the committee (class of 1983).
On separate motions the recommendations were adopted.
The floor was declared open for nominations to the Committee on Date, Place and Travel.
The following were nominated: Messrs. Postma, Smith, and Vermeulen. On motion the request
of Mr. Postma to have his name withdrawn was granted.
On motion the Moderator was authorized to appoint the remaining nominees to classes.
Mr. Smith was appointed to the class of 1984 and Mr. Vermeulen to the class of 1983.
On motion the order of the day (the recess) was suspended indefinitely.
Mr. Prutow, Chairman of the Chaplains Commission, presented its report.

REPORT OF THE CHAPLAINS COMMISSION
Fathers and Brothers,
Your Chaplains Commission consisting of Messrs. Elmer M. Dortzbach, Robert W. Eckardt, and Dennis J. Prutow met on October 28, 1980, to review the actions of the 47th General
Assembly a i d to prepare recommendations for presentation to the Presbyterian and Reformed
Joint Commission on Chaplains and Military Personnel of which it is a part.
The 47th General Assembly approved the Constitution and Bylaws of the PRJCCMP. The
Assembly also granted this commission “authority to review the Articles of Incorporation of the
PRJCCMP and to approve them on behalf of the Assembly . . .” (Minutes pp. 223 & 227).
Your commission had the Articles of Incorporation of the PRJCCMP reviewed by legal
counsel and as a result presented the following motion to the PRJCCMP which was adopted at
its October 28, 1980, meeting: That Mr. Leonard (the Executive Secretary) be requested to do
the following with regard to the Articles of Incorporation:
1. have them amended to make mention of the Constitution of the PRJCCMP as well as the
Bylaws;
2. have them amended to bring them into conformity to the Constitution and Bylaws; and
3. propose an amendment to the Constitution, naming the representatives of the member
churches as the Directors of the Corporation.
Once the changes outlined in this recommendation are made, your commission will approve the
Articles of Incorporation of the PRJCCMP and “by this procedure, approve of the association
of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church with the corporation known as the PRJCCMP” as authorized by the 47th General Assembly (Minutes, pp. 223 & 227).
The report of the executive secretary, including the current roster of chaplains, is attached
for information. Questions concerning the military or institutional chaplaincy should be directed
to William B. Leonard, Jr., Executive Secretary, PRJCCMP, 33625 Wapiti Circle, Buena Vista,
CO 81211.
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Your commission requests that the General Assembly Budget Fund support the PRJCCMP
in the amount of $300.00 during 1981-82 in addition to its support of your OPC commission. And
your commission reports that the term of Mr. Eckardt expires with this Assembly.
RECOMMENDATION
That the Assembly approve the support of the PRJCCMP by Orthodox Presbyterian Chaplains (a) by requesting each active duty chaplain to contribute $10.00 per month to the
PRJCCMP, and (b) by requesting each reserve chaplain receiving reserve pay to contribute
$5.00 per month to the PRJCCMP.
Respectfully submitted,
Dennis J. Prutow, Chairman

The silence of the Committee on Overtures and Communications indicated concurrence.
On motion the recommendation was adopted.
The floor was declared open for nominations to the Chuplains Commission. The following
were nominated: Messrs. Robert W. Eckardt and Paul Stone, Sr. (San Antonio).
The Moderator later announced the election of Mr. R. W. Eckardt to the class of 1984.

Dr. Coppes, convener of the Committee on Principles o jDiaconal Ministry, presented its
report.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PRINCIPLES
OF DlACONAL MINISTRY
This special committee was erected by the 47th General Assembly and given the following
mandate: “. . . to receive Supplementary Report (2) and to present to the 48th General Assembly a report that will present principles grounded on the exegesis of Scripture leading to positive
attitudes and actions on which the church may base its diaconal ministry.”
Messrs. Richard B. Gaffin,Jr., Th.D. and James C. Petty were elected by the Assembly to
serve on the Committee. Messrs. John H. Skilton and Leonard J. Coppes, Th.D. were elected
by the Committee on Diaconal Ministries to represent them.
Dr. Gaffin informed the Committee that he would be unable to serve.
The Committee met three times since the 47th General Assembly. The first two meetings
(December 10, February 26) were half-day meetings. The third was.an extended meeting (May
14-15). Two papers were prepared during the course of the year and provided the basis for
discussion at all meetings.
The Committee was unable to complete its work in time to report to this Assembly but
anticipates completing its work for the 49th General Assembly.
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Recommendations:
1. That the Committee be continued.
2. That the Committee be granted a budget of $300 for the coming year.

Respectfully,
Leonard J. Coppes
The silence of Advisory Committee #7 indicated concurrence.
On motion recommendation 1 was adopted.
Mr. Nightengale, a member of the Committee on Race, reported that it had no report.
On motion the Committee on Race was continued.
Mr. Eyres reported further for the Committee on Overtures and Communications (cf.
pp. 28-29).
On motion the recommendation in part 1V of the latter committee’s report was adopted.
The Committee on Overtures and Communications proposed the following amendment to
Standing Rule, Chapter X, Section 2: amend paragraph 4 to read: “Election to the Committee
on Christian Education shall be divided so as to include an election of one member who shall
serve on the subcommittee on ministerial training, followed by an election of the remaining four
members to the general membership of the committee. The second member of the subcommittee in each class shall be selected by the Committee on Christian Education from among its own
members. Not more than two members of the subcommittee shall be . . . board.”
Mr. Mitchell presented the report of the Committee on General Assembly Fund Review as
follows.
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON
GENERAL ASSEMBLY BUDGET FUND REVIEW
The committee recommends that the following budget be adopted and that the Assembly
request the churches to contribute $5.00 per communicant member to meet the budget needs.
BUDGET 1981-1982
Anticipated Receipts

$50,000.00
400.00

Contributions from the churches
Sale of Minutes
Total Receipts
Balance April 30, 1981
Due to G. A. Travel Fund
Total available

50,400.00
($5,203.75)
( 863.00)

(6,066.75)
$44,333.25

Anticipated Expenditures

Honoraria
Stated Clerk and Corresponding Clerk
Assistant Clerk
Statistician
Historian
Agenda and Minutes Expense, 48th G. A.

$ 3,750.00

250.00
200.00
150.00
15,500.00
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900.00

Miscellaneous Office & Secretarial Expense
Assessments
Reformed Ecumenical Synod
North American Presbyterian and Reformed Council
Committee Expenses
Arrangements for 49th G. A.
Appeals and Complaints
Chaplains Commission
Ecumenicity and Interchurch Relations
Ministerial Training
Principles of Diaconal Ministry
Race
Revisions to the Book of Discipline, etc.
Trustees of the General Assembly

200.00
100.00
900.00
12,500.00
4,000.00
300.00
2,000.00
1,800.00
50.00

Total Expenses
RES 1984 Expense Reserve

44,962.00
1,300.00

Total Budget Needs
Anticipated Balance, April 30, 1982

4,312,00
50.00

$48,262.00
($3,928.75)

Respectfully submitted,
George E. Haney
John J. Mitchell
On motion the recommendationswere adopted with the addition (included above) of a budget
of $2,000 for the Committee on Race.
Mr. Mitchell reported further for the Committee on Appeals and Complaints as follows:

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON APPEALS AND COMPLAINTS

,

The committee judges that the complaint against the Presbytery of Southern California
(“Complaint 2”) is not properly before the 48th General Assembly because due notice of time
and place could not be given. The committee recommends that the complaint be docketed for
the 49th G. A. and the Stated Clerk be instructed to notify the parties of the time proposed for
considering the complaint.
On motion the recommendation was adopted.
On motion Mr. Tyson was elected to the Committee on Appeals and Complaints, class of
1984.
On motion the following resolution was adopted:
RESOLUTION OF THANKS
The 48th General Assembly of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church expresses its deep
gratitude to Geneva College for the use of its fine facilities, with special thanks to Mr. Paul
Bischoff for all of his hard work in so ably managing the conference, to Mrs. Alvera Billingsley
and Mrs. Linda DiBenedictis for their kind secretarial help, to the college and dining hall staff
who labored very diligently to make us feel so much at home while away from home, and also to

.
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Calvary Church, Harrisville, which permitted us the use of their communion set for the opening
worship service.

On motion Messrs. Donald F. Stanton, William J. Vermeulen, and Davis A. Young were
constituted a committee on arrangements for the 49th General Assembly.
The minutes of the sessions of Thursday, June 4, were approved as presented.

On motion the Minutes of the Assembly as a whole were approved.

On motion it was determined that the Assembly be dissolved.
The Moderator made the following declaration: By virtue of the authority delegated to me
by the church, let this general assembly be dissolved, and I do hereby dissolve it, and require
another general assembly, chosen in the same manner, to meet at Calvin College and Seminary,
Grand Rapids, Michigan, on the tenth day of June, A.D. 1982.
The Moderator led the Assembly in prayer. Mr. Black, Moderator of the 48th General
Assembly, pronounced the benediction. The 48th General Assembly closed at 4:24 p.m.,
Thursday, June 4, 1981.
Respectfully submitted,
Richard A. Barker, Stated Clerk
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ABILENE,OPC
2742 Buffalo G a p Rd.
Jonathan D. Male
John R. Hilbelink,
Assoc. Pastor
Glenn D. Jerrell,
Assoc. Pastor
Timothy L. Bero,
Assoc. Pastor
AMARILLO,OP Chapel
4008 S.Bonham, (No Mail)
John R. Hilbelink
LUBBOCK.OP Chapel
2601 Salem Ave.
(No Mail)
Timothy L. Bero

TEXAS

Third Ave. at Astrachan
Donald F. Ritsman
WINNER.OPC
Fifth and Lincoln
Gerald S. Taylor

VOLGA.Cahpary

BRIDGEWATER,
Trinity
2nd & Poplar
Richard A. Shaw
HAMILL,Westminster
Roger A. Rarnsey
OPC
MANCHESTER.
Edward A. Eppinger

204

I1:00
7:OO

7:00

1o:oo

6:OO

1o:w

91

9:30
7:30

9:00
7:30

214

83

112
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64

63

I1:00
7:30
9:30

a.m.

61
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9:30
7:30
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I58

45
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21

4

43
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1

9

0

0

0
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0

0
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2

0
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0
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0

0

0

1

0
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0

4

0

4
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0

#

0

1

I

0

0

I

1

I (included with O P C . Abilene)

17 (included with OPC; Abilene)

56

38

20

I

18

Conf.

16

6

2

0

I

5

0

0

0

0

0

0

Removed

7

-2

1

38

13,893

31,551

33
31

21

14.663

53

22.717

43

72

485

9,209

16,685

631

9,138

1,117

2,749

7.511

572

100

2,974
0

0

65

0

10,208
19.774

40

45

0
0

$7,376

$1.095

$12.359
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Sunday School
Ave. Attend.
Per Week

-2

PRESBYTERY OF T H E DAKOTAS (Continued)

174

3,646

750

701b

57.445

15,009

590

26,550

341

638

29.982

3 I .345

$484

$20.830
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6:OO
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1,431

32

113

1,463

31

133

435

7

33

27

4

9

5

0

0

Edward J. Kok, 10-9-80

1,028

24

100

26

0

2

45

2

3

68

2

1

32

4

2

35

-1

9

706

33

70

Richard A. Shaw, 10-15-80

6

0

0

751

33

58

C. Herbert Swanson
V. Robert Nilson
Ministers not in Pastoral Charges (10): J . Anthony Blair
Arthur 0. Olson
John Verhage
Glenn T. Black
Maurice A. Riedesel
Reginald Voorhees
Richard G. Hodgson
Roy L. Kerns
Total Number of Ministers-32
Total Number of Chapels-4
Total Number of Churches-21

Roll of Licentiates: Christopher H. Wisdom

Changes in Congregations: Grace Chapel, Denver (Aurora), constituted a particular congregation, 3-26-80

Ministers Received: Rodney E. Alexander, from Calvary Gospel Church, North New Jersey, 5-1-80
Roger L. Gibbons, from Reformed Church in U.S., 6-3-80
Roswell Kamrath, from Reformed Presbyterian Church, Evangelical Synod, 6-1-80
David W. Kiester, from Presbytery of New Jersey, 4-18-80
Donald F. Ritsman, from Presbytery of Philadelphia, 10-8-80
Ministers Removed from Roll: Arthur 0. Olson, dismissed to Presbytery of the Midwest, 9-23-80 (In transit)

Ordinations: Timothy L. Bero, 11-5-80

a Based on 43 communicant members
b Based on 82 communicant members

Average Contribution per
Communicant Member

TOTALS

OPC
CHEYENNE,
YMCA 1401 Dunn
(No Mail)
Roswell Kamrath

WYOMING

SANANTONIO.Grace
3334 Northwest Loop 410
Jack J. Peterson
Duane E. Spencer,
Pastor Emeritus

$427

$439,403

15,529

$65,551

$73

$75.066

1.518

$5.786

$561,303

$46,834
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9515 Sudley Manor Dr.

Vulley Presbyrerian
ROANOKE,
VFW Bldg.
2723 Colonial Ave.
(No Mail)
Richard L. Homer
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MANASSAS.
Cah~aryChapel

11:00

7:oo

11:OO
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Grace. V.
LYNCHBURG,
1723 Wards Ferry Rd.

Bethel
LEESBURG,
212 S. King St.
Edwin C. Urban
Edward L. Kellogg,
Assoc. Pastor

HARRISONBURG.
Berea
S.D.A. Church
609 West Market St.
(No Mail)
Timothy H. Gregson

VIRGINIA

RALEIGH,
Pilgrim
YWCA Bldg.
1012 Oberlin Rd. (No Mail)
Cromwell G. Roskamp
Douglas A. Felch,
Assoc. Pastor
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Ministers Received: Thomas E. Tyson, from Presbytery of Philadelphia, 5-5-80
Changes in Congregations: Pilgrim, Raleigh, divided to form Matthews O . P . Fellowship, Matthews, 9-20-80
Roll of Licentiates: Michael S. Bushell
Leonard N . Stewart
Ministers not in Pastoral Charge (6): Stephen R. Hake
Laurence N. Vail
Robert M. Lucas
Andrew E. Wikholm
David M. Moore
Total Number of Chapels-2
Total Number of Churches-13
Total Number of Ministers- 19

ILLI$lOIS

DECATUR.Trinity
I150 W. Pershing
(NoiMail)
John R. Wiers
HANOVERPARK,Grace
6954 Barrington Rd.
David B. Cummings
Hope
LIBERTYVILLE,
Presbyterian
103 Center St.
Robert Evans
N e w Life
RANTOUL,
Presbyterian Chapel
426 E. Congress Ave.
(No Mail)
TINLEY
PARK,Forest
View Chapel
15460 S . Oak Park Ave.
Leslie A. Dunn,
Home Missionary
Westminster
WESTCHESTER,
2418 S. Wolf Rd.
Ivan J. DeMaster
WHEATON.Bethel
1401 S. Naperville Rd.
Robert W. Harvey

238

293

945
600

294

130

197

191

930
5:00

57

24

83

42

10:45
6: 00

70
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6: 00
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6:00
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0
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0
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3
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0
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0
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..+-

9 (included with Trinity, Decatur)
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93
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41

87.311

$52.200

12.726

19,779

21,404

$17,905

PRESBYTERY OF THE MIDWEST
Friday and Saturday of March; Second Monday and Tuesday after Labor Day
The Rev. Robert W. Eckardt, Stated Clerk

11:m

19

11:00
6:00

Stated Meetings-Second

29,338

$5,080

$1.345

0
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0

4.104

2,417
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$2.468
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Robert Evans, 10-3-80

Ronald Schwartz, 9-16-80

,Total Number of Ministers-27

Larry Wilson

15

Total Number of Chapels-5

John N. Fikkert
Richard B. Gaffin, Sr.
Eugene Grille
George E. Haney, Jr.

Total Number of Churches-

Ministers not in Pastoral Charges ( 1 I): Victor B. Atallah
Robert Borger
Vincent L. Crossett
Karl G. Dortzbach

Ministers Removed from Roll: Francis E. Mahaffy, deceased, 3-20-80
Robert K. Churchill, deceased, 9-20-80
Roll of Licentiates: Thomas Church
Ronald Schwartz
Donald M. Parker
Henry D. Phillips
Carl J. Reitsman

Robert Borger, 10- 10-80

Ministers Received: Robert K. Churchill, from Presbytery of the Dakotas, 3- 14-80

Thomas Church, 3-14-80

Ordinations: Jonathan Falk, 4- 16-80

c Based on 5 1 communicant members
d Based on 333 communicant members

Licensures: Robert Evans, 3- 14-80

a Based on 106 communicant members
b Based on 54 communicant members
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NEPTUNE,Good Shepherd
3508 Asbury Ave.
Douglas Rogers

10:45

Chiirch of the
HACKETTSTOWN,
Covenant (No Mail)

6:30

11:OO

7:oo

10:45
4:oo

7:oo

11:OO

7:oo

11:oO

7:00

11:OO

GARFIELD,Community, V.
41 Marsellus PI.
Donald R. Knauer,
Stated Supply

FAIRLAWN,Grace
E. Amsterdam Ave. at
Ryan Rd.
Kenneth J. Campbell

Calvary
BRIDGETON,
Hitchner Ave. & Osborne Ln.
Robert A. Gramp

BELLMAWR,imrnanuel
Park Dr.& Market St.
(No Mail)
Robert H. Tanzie

NEW JERSEY

Stated Meetings-Fourth
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0
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PRESBYTERY O F NEW JERSEY
Saturday of February; Fourth Tuesday of April: Fourth Saturday of September; and First Tuesday of December
Mr. Richard A. Barker, 639 Shadowlawn Dr., Westfield, NJ 07090, Stated Clerk
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Total Number of Ministers-32

Harvie M.Conn
George R. Cottenden
Allen D. Curry
John Davies
W. Ralph English
Lewis T. Grotenhuis
Theodore Hard

Total Number of Churches-16

Ministers not in Pastoral Charges (20): Jay E. Adams
W. Lee Benson
Calvin A. Busch
Leonard F. Chanoux
George S. Christian
Edmund P. Clowney
Total Number of Chapels-3

Steve G Hohenberger
Jack D. Kinneer
Meredith G. Kline
Robert L. Marshall
Larry C. Morrison
LeRoy B. Oliver
Lendall H. Smith

HOULTON.Bethel
Randall St. (offPark Ave.)
William E. Moreau
LEWISTON.
Trinify of
Androscoggin Valley
91 College St.
Donald R. Miller
MAPLEGROVE& PRESQUE
ISLE, Emmoniiel OPC of
Aroostook V ~ l l e y
Route IA, Fort Fairfield
Charles F. Stanton,
Missionary
PORTLAND,
Second Parish
32 Neal St.
Stanford M. Sutton. Jr.
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11:OO
6:OO
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BANGORPilgrim. V.
375 Mt. Hope Ave.
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AUGUSTA.Grace Presbyterian

MAINE

11:oo
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CONNECTICUT

HAMDEN.Westminster
565 Shepard Ave.
Richard R. Gerber
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Sunday School

PRESB YTERY OF NEW YORK AND NEW ENGLAND
Stated Meetings-Spring and Fall
The Rev. Richard J . Wirth, Stated Clerk
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34.477
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Wendell L. Rockey, Jr.
FALLRIVER.Grace
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HAMILTON,First
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Kenneth A. lronside
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ROCKPORT,Lakevieiv
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OPC
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BURLINGTON.
Church of
the Serr*ant
Sara Holbrook Center
66 North Ave.
Raymond E. Commeret

VERMONT

LISBON,OPC
Lisbon-Flackville Rd.
Richard J. Wirth
ROCH ESTER,Covenant
55 Hoover Dr.
Theodore J . Georgian
ROCHESTER, Memorial
650 Merchants Rd.
Stephen L. Phillips
SCHENECTADY.
Calvary
Rugby Rd. at
Glenwood Blvd.
Stuart R. Jones,
Assoc. Pastor
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4

0

18

3

0

3

1

6

0

1

2

Added

24

0

0

0

5

0

5

2

9

0

2

0
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32
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1980

735

32

59

41

723

35

74

26

6 4 5 9

28

May
1980

Per Week

Sunday School
Ave. Attend.

13,298

41,834

32,526

37,585

20,309

$360

$423,141

PRESBYTERY OF NEW YORK AND NEW ENGLAND (Continued)

$100

$117,173

4,036

3,721

8.011

24,796

15.5%

$34

$39,294

2,215

2,903

0

1,390

0

$579,608

19,549

48,458

40,537

63,771

35,905

$494

674

323c

330

787

665
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Q

crl
0

John J . Johnson

Steven Neumeister

Ministers not in Pastoral Charges (9): Burton L. Goddard
Laurence C. Sibley, Jr.
Samuel T. Logan, Jr.
John H. Skilton
Richard E. Knodal, Jr.
Kelly G. Tucker
Raymond M. Meiners
Malcolm L. Wright
Charles G. Schauffele
Total Number of Ministers-25
Total Number of Chapels-3
Total Number of Churches- 17

Roll of Licentiates: John W. Mallin

Ministers Removed from Roll: Bernard J. Stonehouse, dismissed to Presbytery of Philadelphia, 6-30-80

Ordinations: Gregory Reynolds, 5-2-80

a Based on 123 communicant members
b Based on 163 communicant members
c Based on I50 communicant members
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zz
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494

15

113

24

32

E?
E?

6

2

5
I

1

206

28

9

14

12
6

6 (included with Calvary, Sonora)

52

12 (included with First, Sunnyvale)

Added

15

2

Removed

Ministers not in Pastoral Charges (7): Donald G. Buchanan
Melvin B. Nonhof
Gerald G. Latal
Arthur G. Riffel
Jim West
Charles Y. Lee
Total Number of Ministers-16
Total Number of Churches-9

367

19

50

35

1980

May

384

18

50

35

1980

Nov.

Sunday School
Ave. Attend.
Per Week

Total Number of Chapels-3

Gordon T. Woolard

Ministers Removed from Roll: William E. Warren, dismissed to Presbytery of Southern California, 8-5-80

Ministers Received: William Fredericks, from Presbytery of the Northwest, 9-19-80

a Based on 43 communicant members
b Based on 89 communicant members

Average Contribution per
Communicant Member

TOTALS

South Valley YMCA,
5632 Santa Teresa Blvd.
(No Mail)
.
Robert H. Graham
SUNNYVALE,
First
1210 Bernard0 Ave.
Salvador M. Solis
YUBACITY. Sovereign Grace
lo05 Stafford Way
William J. Fredericks

S. SAN JOSE, OP Chapel

Gc Gg

u
.-OUY

E

i

Conf.
Faith
(0

-

m

$538

$265,836

7,245

40,494

18,382

8

8

L

d-

.-0

$87

$43,068

131

17,185

1,634

$2

0 Uu
C

9 .s

2,

C

0

$72

$35,591

0

999

523

2:
rn

.-0

2
-

v)

”
.-0
v)

-

$344,495

7,375

58,678

20,539

G

zm
*

.-al

MONTANA

BEND. Westminster
I18 N.W. Newport Ave.
Ronald J. McKenzie
EUGENE.Oak Hill Presbyterian
3350 Willamette St.
Harold L. Baurer
MILWA U K I E. Faith
4105 S.E. Harnsow St.
Samuel van Houte
NEWBERG,
Trinity
213 N. Howard (No Mail)
John W. Mahaffy

OREGON

BILLINGS. Rocky Mountain
Community
1511 Poly Dr., Rocky Mount
College (No Mail)
Albert G. Edwards, 111
KALISPELL.
Faith Covenant
347 First Ave. E. (No Mail)
Harold S. Kellam
MISSOULA,
Cornerstone
2526 Sunset La. (No Mail)
RONAN,Mission Valley
S.D.A. Church [No Mail)
Russell D. Piper

40

41

51

36

11:OO
1 :30

11:oO

600

6:OO

66

71

60

14

45

52

33

11:00

7:oo

11:OO

11:oO

6:OO

11:OO

0

27

26

46

54

12

18

12

21

21

11:OO

7:oo

18

36

28
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6

2

15

9
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3

0

2

0
0

0

0

2

0

0

0

0

2

0

0

0

0
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0

0
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0

0
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0
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0
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0

0

0

0

0

0

Removed
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5

10

21

26

32

1

3

-13

15

0

4

27

23

36

5

I2

23

26

29

PRESBYTERY OF THE NORTHWEST
Stated Meetings-Fourth Friday and Saturday of April and September
The Rev. Donald M. Poundstone, Stated Clerk

17.878

19,282

33,085

20.540

5.873

8.564

12,000

$21,655

2,136

638

5.862

1,594

1.203

2,550

$840

0

748

600

0

2.503

0

330

0

$325

789

769

20,762

847

456

636

1,070

$1,221

20,520

38,947

24,637

7.016

11,444

12,840

$2 1.980
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65
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3
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4
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4

1

3
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0

0

2

24

0

0

6
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2

0

4
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7

1

3

16

.*

388

66

50

80

Total Number of Ministers- 1.5

Edward L. Volz
Eugene B. Williams

Total Number of Churches- 11

Ministers not in Pastoral Charges (4): Allen P. Moran, Jr.
George Y. Uomoto

Roll of Licentiates: Gary L. Hough

Total Number of Chapels-0

Changes in Congregations: Mission Vulfey, Ronan, divided to form Cornerstone, Missoula, 4-25-80

372

50

60

81

Sunday School

Ministers Removed from Roll: William J . Fredericks, dismissed to Presbytery of Northern California, 9-6-80

Licensures: Gary L. Hough, 4-26-80
Ministers Received: Edward L. Volz, from Presbytery of Ohio, 9-27-80
Albert G. Edwards, 111, from Presbytery of New Jersey, 11-21-80

471

57

Figures combined and shown above

46

81

1o:OO

84

80

155

Figures combined and shown above

236

238

Faith

Il:00
6:OO

11:00
600

( I ) Two congregations with one session constituting one church

Average Contribution per
Communicant Member

TOTALS

2321 1 S . Meridian Ave.
Patrick H. Morison

BOTHELL,Trinity

WASHINGTON

First
PORTLAND,
8245 N.E.Fremont St.
Donald M. Poundstone
Southern Oregon OP Church ( I )
Calvin R. Malcor
Jay M. Milojevich,
Assoc. Pastor
GRANTSPASS,Faith
S.D.A. Church
1358 N.E.9th St.
(No Mail)
* MEDFORD,
Trinity
Roxy Ann Grange
1838 Spring St.
* evening as announced

Added
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$564

$265,839

37,020

36,700

$53,242

$114

$53,444

$16

$7,451

950

1,500

2,210

2,697
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$33.714

$326,734

40,667

40,410
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902

50

205

36

225

920

51

197

50
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41
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9
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0
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I
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I
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3

(included with Grace. Sewickley)
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3
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5
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-14

-2

-10

5

-16

4V6

I5

78

42

107

471

15

72

41

102

26,751

38,862

$373

$229,519

29,516

$42,669

Ordinations: Ivan R. Davis, 5-18-80
Craig L. DiBenedictis, 5-18-80
Ministers Removed from Roll: Edward L. Volz, dismissed to Presbytery of the Northwest, 6-1 1-80
Henry P. Tavares, deceased, 6-16-80
Willem A. Van Gemeren
Ministers not in Pastoral Charges ( 5 ) : Robert L. Atwell
Thomas M. Corey
Marven 0. Bowman, Jr.
Lawrence Semel
Total Number of Ministers- 14
Total Number of Churches-9
Total Number of Chapels-I

Average Contribution per
Communicant Member

MORCANTOWN,
Refirmafiun
Chrisfian Fellurvship
749 Chestnut Ridge Rd.
(No Mail)
TOTALS

WEST VIRGINIA

HARRISVILLE,
Calvary
North on Route 8 (No Mail)
Leonard J . Coppes
HOLLIDAYSBURG.
Wesfminster
Presbyterian
Frankstown Rd. (No Mail)
Mark R. Brown
PITTSBURGH, CUIVnaflf
1608 Graham Blvd.
C. Tom Fincher
SEWICKLEY.
Grace
1419 Beaver Rd.
Charles G . Dennison
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2.175

394

TI

!W
2

2

3"m

v1
cn

>

ir

z

rn

z

i

X

I

P

0

w
N

m

W

-

?5

88
Ll

0

- -

o

L

0

O

N

L l o

o

m

0

0

0

-

--

4

w

W

-

-

L

W

E

a
N

N

Q,

w

4

N
W

w

N

2

m
w
W

Total Mem.
1 2-3 1-80

Comm. Mem.
12-3 1-80
Bapt. Child.
12-31-80

;Yn

I

Death
Dismissal

I

Transfer

N

Reaf. Faith

0

Bapt. Chilb.

0

Adults

N

g.5

Q,

Z

K
$

W

L

O

o

2

n
(D
a

-

-

a

Y

4

N

0

I

b

L

L

o

W

w

P

l

-

W

c

R

-

x,

4

CL.
(D

N
w

n

W
N

Erasure or
Discipline
Gain or Loss
Bapt. Child.

I

I

P

0

w

4

3

W
O

(A

cn
P

“Z

-2

0,

General Receipts

Z 7 i

a

Benevolence
Receipts

E

Special Receipts

Ll

Total Receipts

m
W
N

2
4

w

Q,

w

Av. Contr. per
Comm. Mem.

PI2

e,=

3g

Service
Times
Total Mem.

m

4

12-31-79

Total Mem.
N
W

N

12-31-80

Comm. Mem.
Bapt. Child.

m

VI
W

12-31-80

8

VI

W

m

-

N

0

4

0

O

O

VI

0

-

V

N

I

P

-

-

O

A

O

N

N

O

P

O

O

O

0

W

0

O

0

Adults

0
N

12-3 1-80

0

N

h)
N

-

Bapt. Child.

,n g
%%
n
+

'

Reaf. Faith

Dismissal

-

Death

0

Transfer

P

P

a

I

I
?J

Erasure or
Discipline

-

I

N

I

4

I

-

I

N

W

a
0

Gain or Loss
Bapt. Child.

O

I

N

m
P

N

W
P

-

N

0
N

Po
N

W
\O

P

W

$
4
W

General Receipts

Benevolence
Receipts

0

\

o

V

0

o

o

w

I

m

P

Special Receipts

VI

s

~

o

s

o

0

P

N

2

N

Total Receipts

m

e

3

Av. Contr. per
Comm. Mem.

10:30

2,225

46

2,216

51

1,590

17

31

3

0

1

0
0

626

16
58

31

II

James M. Pratt, 9-15-80
Craig Hickey, 11-15-80

57

9 (included with Trinity. Hatboro)

20

88

I

63

2

Removed

-9

4

'

1,093

15

20

1,088

17

20

Changes in Congregations: Emmanuel Chapel, Philadelphia, constituted a particular congregation, 3- 15-80

Ministers Removed from Roll: Robert B. Strimple, dismissed to Presbytery of Southern CalifQrnia, 1-22-80
John M. Frame, dismissed to Presbytery of Southern California, 5-5-80
Heber R. McIlwaine, dismissed to Presbytery of the South, 9-15-80
Donald F. Ritsman, dismissed to Presbytery of the Dakotas, 6-28-80
Thomas E. Tyson, dismissed to Presbytery of the Mid-Atlantic, 7-31-80
Daniel R. Morse, dismissed to Presbytery of Northern California, 11-3-80 (In transit)

Ministers Received: Bernard J. Stonehouse, from Presbytery of New York and New England

Licensures: Ivan Davis, 1-21-80
Richard Kaufmann, 1-21-80
Kuldip Singh Gangar, 9-15-80

a Based on 142 communicant members
b Based on 152 communicant members

Average Contribution per
Communicant Member

TOTALS

WILKESBARRE,
C O V e M t U Chapel
YMCA. So. Franklin &
Northampton Sts. (No Mail)
H. Leverne Rosenberger

7014 Elmwood Ave.

REFORMEDFELLOWSHIP,
V.

SOUTHWESTPHILADELPHIA

Added

PRESBYTERY OF PHILADELPHIA (Continued)

$411

$652,510

9,505

19,535

$120

$191.012

1,195

1,410

$32

$51,277

$850

0

$894,799

11,550

20,945
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Total Number of Ministers-41

Stephen M. Reynolds
H. Laverne Rosenberger
Norman Shepherd
Leslie W. Sloat
Young J. Son
Bernard J . Stonehouse
Cornelius Van Ti1
Paul Wooley

Total Number of Chapels-2

William P. Scott
Eric H. Sigward
John P. Smith
Raymond L. Watrous
Bruce F. Hunt
Robert D. Knudsen
William C. Krispin
Arthur W. Kuschke, Jr.
L. Craig Long
John S. Mason
David J. Miller
John J . Mitchell
Daniel R. Morse

Total Number of Churches- I7

Roll of Licentiates: Robert P. Harting
Craig Hickey
John C. Julien
James M. Pratt
Ministers not in Pastoral Charges (25): Egbert W. Andrews
Lester R. Bachman
John F. Bettler
Calvin K. Cummings, Jr.
Robert R. Drake
F. Clark Evans
Richard B. Gaffin, Jr.
John P. Galbraith
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Total Number of Ministers- 17
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6.5
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50

$53 I

$309,389

25,093

$53.943

2

6

May
1980

Nov.
I980

2-

Ave. Attend.
Per Week

401
-

‘5C

Sunday School

Louis Kickasola
Roger W. Schmurr
Hendrick Krabbendam
John H. Thompson, Jr.
R. Heber McIlwaine
Robert L. Vining
Total Number of Chapels-2
Total Number of Churches-8

Roll of Licentiates: Terry Traylor
Ministers not in Pastoral Charges(9): Elmer M. Dortzbach
Clarence W. Duff
David Freeman

Ministers Received: R. Heber McIlwaine, from Presbytery of Philadelphia, 10- 15-80

Licensures: Terry Traylor, 4-18-80

a Based on 88 communicant members

( I ) Two congregations with one session constituting one church

Average Contribution per
Communicant Member

TOTALS

CHA-ITANOOCA,
Cwrnanr. V.
6424 Hixson Pike (No Mail)

TENNESSEE

ATLANTA,Ri,dei,mer
3930 Chamblee-Tucker R., N.E.
Thomas S . Champness. Jr.

Conf.

$171

$99.612

0

$9.106

$79

$46.072

$1.442

0

$455.073

26,535

$63,049

CALlFORNlA

ARTESIA,Cerritos Valley
18411 S. Alrortis Ave.
(No Mail)
Dominic A. Aquila
BONITA.OPC
5 I 1 1 Central Ave. ( N o Mail)
Donald J. Duff
CARSON,Grace
225 I I S. Figueroa
Arthur G . Ames
CHULAVISTA, Bayi~iew
505 E. Naples St.
Lewis A. Ruff, Jr.
ESCONDIDO.
Covenant of
Grace Chapel
152 E. Fifth Ave. ( N o Mail)
Richard P. Kaufmann
G A R D E N GROVE. OPC
9881 Trask Ave. (No Mail)
William E. Warren
GOLETA,El Camino
7526 Calle Real
Robert W. Newsom
Stephen D. Doe, Assoc. Pastor
HACIENDA
HEIGHTS.OPC
15786 E. L a Subida Dr.
Stephen R. Williams
IRVINE,Chrrrch of the Servant
Walnut and Yale (No Mail)
Jack L. Smith, Licentiate
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0

I

0

I2 (included with OPC. San Diego)

45

0

3

I

6

2

23

0

5

-I

I

6

-5

16

19

70

55

25

89

19

21

70

57

40

89

14,143

20,126

49,046

59,388

18,378

53,732

1,503

1,445

5,753

8.707

I20

1,322

0

974

0

0

3,438

12,031

15,646

22,545

54,799

68,095

21,936

67,085

1,043

501

489c

470b

954

808

,
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5
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r
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r

3

0
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2

9

3

0

0
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Sunday School
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Per Week
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6:OO
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56

5

O m

:.

3
&?

6d

v1

rn

56
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PRESBYTERY OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
First Friday and Saturday of February; Third Friday and Saturday of April, June and October
The Rev. William E. Warren, Stated Clerk

LA MIRADA,Calvary
12120 La Mirada Blvd.
lay Fluck
Gregory L. Bahnsen,
Assoc. Pastor
LONGBEACH,Firsf
500 E. San Antonio Dr.
Daniel H. Overduin
Los ANGELES,Beverly
345 S . Woods Ave.
Dennis E. Johnson
* 1:30 p.m. 1st & 3rd Sunday
5:30 p.m. 2nd, 4th. & 5th Sunday
MANHATTAN
BEACH,Firif
500 Manhattan Beach Blvd.
Michael D. Stingley
William E. Wellmers,
Assoc. Pastor
OXNARD,Presbyrerian Chapel
Gonzales Rd. at Gallatin
(No Mail)
Stephen D. Doe
PLACENTIA,
Covrnanr
Community Chapel
Sierra Vista Shop. Ctr.
1866 N. Placentia (No Mail)
Gretory L. Bahnsen
SANDIEGO,OPC (Point Loma)
4425 Valeta St.
George E. Miladin
SANTEE,OPC
10333 Mast Blvd.
Kenneth J . Meilahn

271

282

11:OO

201

53

9:30
6:OO

11:OO
6:oO

11:OO
630

2

4

2

3

2

3

2

3

0

0

2

5

8

0

2

4

215

35

50
15

44

5

5

28

0

0

0

0

17

0

0

4

5

8(included with Cah*ary.La Mirada)

0

0

1

1

17

I

0

3

3

21 (included with El Camino. Goleta)

66

18

60

61

32

147

56

211

131

259

213

217

11:OO

6:OO

74

71

11:oO

6:OO

192

201

11:OO
6:30

'

5

0

1

0

7

16

I

I

13

3

-5

1

22

78

37

19

65

55

123

65

34

89

29

33

62

51

88

69

25,880

60,212

24,804

27,661

53,074

30,377

75,095

$49,968

4,182

23,794

220

1,451

10,393

4,467

28,629

$24,834

992

28,222

1.091

3,242

7,259

4,200

0

$9,198

31,054

112,228

26,l I5

32,354

70,726

39,044

103,724

$84,000

887

585f

1,536

1.011

481

723e

496d

$7378

el

W

!2

N

.(

r

Z

z

s

Q
X

r
0

6:OO

11:OO

I .875

34

1,379

32

545

14

31

8

0

59

3

42

4

r+c!

c

e

L

2

5

I1

0

a

42

Total Number of Ministers-34

Mark Maliepaard
Thomas A. Foh
John M. Frame
John W. Garrisi
Louis E. Knowles
George W . Marson

Total Number of Churches-14

Roll of Licentiates: Hailu Mekonnen
Jack L. Smith
Ministers not in Pastoral Charges (16): H. Wilson Albright
Bruce A. Coie
Larry D. Conard
Thomas M. Cooper
Henry W. Coray

0
I

70

Removed

32

5

952

32

May
1980

984

45

Nov.
1980

Sunday School
Ave. Attend.
Per Week

$506

$696,580

$16.556

Total Number of Chapels-4

Robert E. Nicholas
Dwight H. Poundstone
Robert D. Raglin
Wilson H. Rinker
Robert B. Strimple
Daniel van Houte

e Based on 54 communicant members
f Based on 192 communicant members
g Based on I14 communicant members
h Artesia, Garden Grove, Long Beach, and Los Angeles
i Includes 1 communicant member on the roll of Presbytery (regional church)

1

Added

Richard P. Kaufmann, 12-14-80
Ministers Received: Robert B. Strimple, from Presbytery of Philadelphia, 4-24-80
William E. Warren, from Presbytery of Northern California, 8-9-80
John M. Frame, from Presbytery of Philadelphia, 11-9-80

Ordinations: Jay E. Fluck, 2-22-80

Licensures: Mark Maliepaard, 10- 18-80

b Based on 92 communicant members
c Based on 112 communicant members
d Based on 209 communicant members

a Based on 79 communicant members

Average Contribution per
Communicant Member

TOTALS

YMCA, 1605 Garfield Ave.
(No Mail)
David G. Tickner

S o m n PASADENA,OPC

Conf.

PRESBYTERY OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA (Continued)

$104

$143,437

$560

$S6

$77,760

$648

$917,777

$17.764

$666

$555

n

fr

T
-I

T

n

1
&

0

I ,68 I

2.575

2.171

1.661

Midwest

New Jersey

N.Y.& N.E.

Does not include bequests received in the amount of: a $35,072

Average Contribution per Communicant Member- 1980a
Average Contribution per Communicant Member--1979b
Average Contribution per Communicant Member- 1978c

26 I

349

150

414

b $19,354

553
407

469

420

142

138

387

59
540
644
522

81
103
88

c $80,305

70

42

358

41 5

386

72

45

II

3

19
42

44

4

22

8

63

88

31

31

28

27

3
I1

25

58
467

- 12

751

7,820 8,196
7,664 8,006

66
-11

8,173

7,836

984

519

1,088

471

372

384

723

889

1,317

675

93

952

-9
32

476
1,093

- 14

388

25

367

4
16

14
12

828
735

36
-3

1,179

30

17

- 1s

645

29

16

26

706

35

32

16

19

15

42
24

60

8
9
5

80

14

6

49

5

21

10

6

16

68

6

57

12
33

14

,9

28

283

5,037

11,553

24

30

TOTALS- 1978~

16,590

225

545

583

1,379

26

35

13

44

18

82

23

39

28

57

37

38
73

45

26

5

19

27

TOTALS- 1979b

16.206

TOTALS- 1980a

I .924

808

1.875

So. California

South

85 I

304

626

616

1,590

920

2,216

902

2,225

Ohio

Philadelphia

251

722

206

494

471

700

668

682

Northwest

507

659

1,511

1.174

902

377

435

1,809

898

1,028

No. California

2,170

2.71 I

1,275

1,165

Mid-Atlantic

1,463

1,43I

Dakotas

CHURCH

REGIONAL

'

SUMMARY OF STATISTICS

$409
369
326

3,565,983

4,171,283

$4,724,696

696,580

309,389

652,s 10

229,519

265,839

265,836

423,141

472,239

55 1,949

4 I8,29 I

$439,403

524,266
541,722

$44
46
49

I , 151,943

$107
I 02
104

$5 10,598

77,760

46,072

5 1,277

61,012

7,451

35,591

39.294

35,215

72,392

37,700

$46,834

I , 135.388

$1,235,849

143,437

99,612

I91,012

66,593

53.444

43,068

117,173

184.086

178,397

$75,066
83.96 I

$560
517
479

5,243,093

5.847.492

$6,471,143

917.777

455,073

894.799

357. I24

326.734

344,495

579,608

69 I ,540

802,738

539,952

$56 I .303

248

256

272

34

17

41

14

15

16

25

32

27

19

32

136

146

150

14

8

17

9

I1

9

17

16

15

13

21

34

28

29

4

2
2

I

0

3

3

3

5

2
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SUMMARY OF MEMBERSHIP STATISTICS 1965-1980
Ministers*
1980
1979
1978
1977
1976
1975
1 974
I973
1972
1971
1970
I969
1968
1967
1966
1965

272
256
248
237
230
224
220
210
205

Comm. Mem.
11,553
1 1,306
10,939
10,683
10,372
10,129
10,186
9,940
9,741
9,536
9,401
9,276
9,197
8,975
8,789
8,285

Bapt. Child

Total Mem.

5,037
4,964
4,867
4,862
4,934
4,874
4,912
4,893
4,925
4,890
4,898
4,849
4,841
4,848
4,790
4,582

16,862
16,462
16,171
15,790
15,529
15,266
15,334
15,013
14,915
14,427
14,268
14,165
13,972
13,826
13,546
12,882

Note: Total membership in each year was revised in the following year’s report and the revised
figures are shown above. Figures for communicant members and baptized children were
not revised so that their totals differ slightly from the revised total membership.

* Ministers included in Total Membership beginning in 1973.

APPORTIONMENT OF 49TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY
In accordance with Chapter I of the Standing Rules of the General Assembly,
voting commissioners to the 49th General Assembly are apportioned as follows:
Presbytery

Dakotas
Mid-Atlantic
Midwest
New Jersey
New York and New England
Northern California
Northwest
Ohio
Philadelphia
South
Southern California
Moderator, 48th G. A.
Stated Clerk, 48th G. A.
Total

Ministers
11
6
9
11

8
5
5
5
13
6
11

Ruling Elders
5
5

9
8
6
3
3
3
8
3
7

1

-

-

1
-

91

61
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MODERATORS OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY

I

ASSEMBLY
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th
8th
9th
10th
1lth
12th
13th
14th
15th
16th
17th
18th
19th
20th
21st
22nd
23rd
24th
25th
26th
27th
28th
29th
30th
31st
32nd
33rd
34th
35th
36th
37th
38th
39th
40th
41st
42nd
43rd
44th
45th
46th
47t.h
48th

YEAR

PLACE OF ASSEMBLY

1936-J. Gresham Machen, D.D. , Litt.D. ............... Philadelphia, Pa.
Philadelphia, Pa.
1936-J. Oliver Buswell, Jr., D.D. .....................
1937-John J. De Waard ..............................
Philadelphia, Pa.
1938-R. B. Kuiper ...................................
Quarryviee, Pa.
1939-Alexander K. Davison, S.T.D. .. .: ................. Glenside, Pa.
1939-Everett C. DeVelde ...............................
Glenside, Pa.
1940-Paul Woolley ..................................
Cincinnati, Ohio
Glenside, Pa.
1941-Robert Strong, S.T.D. .............................
1942-John P. Clelland ...............................
Rochester, N.Y.
1943-Oscar Holkeboer .............................
Willow Grove, Pa.
Glenside, Pa.
1944-Edwin H. Rian ....................................
Glenside, Pa.
1945-Robert S. Marsden ................................
1946-Ned B. Stonehouse, Th.D. .........................
Glenside, Pa.
1947-John P. Galbraith ............................
Cedar Grove, Wis.
1948-Edward L. Kellogg .............................
Wildwood, N.J.
1949-Dwight H. Poundstone .......................
Los Angeles, Calif.
1950-Leslie W. Stoat ...................................
Glenside, Pa.
1951-Lawrence R. Eyres ................................
Glenside, Pa.
Denver, Colo.
1952-Calvin K. Cummings .............................
Glenside, Pa.
1953-John H. Skilton, Ph.D. ............................
1954-Robert K. Churchill .. .........................
Rochester, N.Y.
1955-Robert L. Vining ..................................
Glenside, Pa.
Denver, Colo.
1956-Edward J. Young, Ph.D. ..........................
W. Collingswood, N.J.
1957-Bruce F. Hunt ...........................
1958-Edmund P. Clowney .............................
Oostburg, Wis.
1959-Leslie A. Dunn ...................................
Glenside, Pa.
1960-David L. Neilands, Esq. ................. Manhattan Beach, Calif.
1961-John Murray ......................................
Glenside, Pa.
1962-Robert L. Atwell .............................
Cedar Grove, Wis.
1963-LeRoy B. Oliver .................................
Vineland, N.J.
1964-Glenn R. Coie ................................
Silver Spring, Md.
1965-Robert W. Eckardt ...............................
Portland, Ore.
1966-Richard A. Barker ...............................
Oostburg, Wis.
Long Beach, Calif.
1967-Henry W. Coray .............................
1968-Arthur 0. Olson .................................
Westfield, N.J.
Silver Spring, Md.
1969-Ralph E. Clough .............................
Portland, Ore.
1970-John J. Mitchell ..................................
1971-George W. Knight, 111, Th.D. ................... Wilmington, Del.
Oostburg, Wis.
1972-Jack J. Peterson .................................
1973-Charles H. Ellis .........................
Manhattan Beach, Calif.
1974-Laurence N. Vail .............................
Palos Heights, Ill.
1975-George R. Cottenden ..........................
Beaver Falls, Pa.
1976-Garret A. Hoogerhyde .........................
Beaver Falls, Pa.
1977-Wendell L. Rockey, Jr. ..........................
Oostburg, Wis.
Grand Rapids, Mich.
1978-Larry D. Conard ...........................
Beaver Falls, Pa.
1979-George E. Haney, Jr. ..........................
1980-Thomas E. Tyson ..............................
Beaver Falls, Pa.
Beaver Falls, Pa.
1981-Glenn T. Black ................................
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CLERKS OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY
ASSEMBLY
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th
8th
9th
10th
11th
12th
13th
14th
15th
16th
17th
18th
19th
20th
21st
22nd
23rd
24th
25th
26th
27th
28th
29th
30th
31st
32nd
33rd
34th
35th
36th
37th
38th
39th
40th
41st
42nd
43rd
44th
45th
46th
47th
48th

STATEDCLERKS
Paul Wooley
Leslie W. Sloat
Leslie W. Sloat
John H. Skilton
Leslie W. Sloat
Leslie W. Sloat
John P. Galbraith
Paul Wooley
Robert E. Nicholas
Leslie W. Sloat
Edward Heerema
Eugene Bradford
Eugene Bradford
H. Wilson Albright
Robert W. Eckardt
Robert W. Eckardt
Robert L. Vining
Robert L. Vining
Henry D. Phillips
Raymond M. Meiners
Raymond M. Meiners
Robert S. Marsden
Robert S. Marsden
Robert S. Marsden
LeRoy B. Oliver
LeRoy B. Oliver
LeRoy B. Oliver
LeRoy B. Oliver
LeRoy B. Oliver
Robert W. Eckardt
Robert W. Eckardt
Robley J. Johnston
Robley J. Johnston
Robley J. Johnston
John J. Mitchell
John J. Mitchell
Robert E. Nicholas
Richard A. Barker
Richard A. Barker
Richard A. Barker
Richard A. Barker
Richard A. Barker
Richard A. Barker
Richard A. Barker
Richard A. Barker
Richard A. Barker
Richard A. Barker
Richard A. Barker

ASSISTANT
CLERKS

Edward L. Kellogg
LeRoy B. Oliver
Charles H. Ellis
Arthur W. Kuschke, Jr.
Robert L. Vining
Raymond M. Meiners
Edwards E. Elliott
LeRoy B. Oliver
Ralph E. Clough
Theodore J. Georgian
F. Kingsley Elder, Jr., Ph.D.
Elmer M. Dortzbach
LeRoy B. Oliver
LeRoy B. Oliver
Raymond 0. Zorn
Henry D. Phillips
C. Herbert Oliver
Richard A. Barker
Richard A. Barker
Richard A. Barker
Richard A. Barker
Laurence N. Vail
Edwards E. Elliott
Edwards E. Elliott
Edwards E. Elliott
F. Kingsley Elder Jr., Ph.D.
Ronald E. Jenkins
Ronald E. Jenkins
Robert E. Nicholas
Stephen L. Phillips
Stephen L. Phillips
Stephen L. Phillips
Stephen L. Phillips
Stephen L. Phillips
Stephen L. Phillips
James L. Bosgraf
Stephen L. Phillips
Stephen L. Phillips
Stephen L. Phillips
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STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE
ORTHODOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
HOME MISSIONS AND CHURCH EXTENSION
Class of 1984- MINISTERS: Dominic A. Aquila, D.Min., Barry R. Hofford, Thomas E.
Tyson
RULING ELDERS: Robert L. Ayres, Edward P. Hardesty
Class of1983-MINISTERS: Robert W. Eckardt, Dennis J. Prutow, Wendell L. Rockey, Jr.\
RULING ELDERS: Richard L. Hake, Robert A. Kramm
Class of1982- MINISTERS: Lewis A. Ruff, Jr., Donald F. Stanton, Samuel vanHoute,
Ph.D.
RULING ELDERS: Garret A. Hoogerhyde, Lyman M. Smith
General Secretary: The Rev. George E. Haney, Jr., 7401 Old York Rd., Phila., Pa. 19126

FOREIGN MISSIONS
Class of1984-MINISTERS: Harvie M. Conn, Litt.D., Leslie A. Dunn, Richard B. Gaf€in,
Jr., Th.D.
RULING ELDERS: Russel W. Copeland, Jr., William E. Viss
Class of1983-MINISTERS: Donald J. Duff, John W. MahafTy, Bernard J. Stonehouse
RULING ELDERS: Norman E. Byer, M.D., William A. Haldeman
Class of1982- MINISTERS: David A. George, Theodore J. Georgian, Edwin C. Urban
RULING ELDERS: Newman de Haas, Herbert R. Muether, Ph.D.
General Secretary: The Rev. Laurence N. Vail, 7401 Old York Rd., Phila., Pa. 19126
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Class of2984- MINISTERS: Edward L. Kellogg,* Donald M. Poundstone, Robert B.
Strimple, Th.D.*
RULING ELDERS: F. Kingsley Elder, Jr., Ph.D., Paul S. MacDonald
Class of 1983- MINISTERS: James L. Bosgraf, Leonard J. Coppes, Th.D., Allen H.
Harris, Jr.*
RULING ELDERS: Leonard E. Miller, Ph.D., Jules C. Rist*
Class off982- MINISTERS: Charles G. Dennison, Kenneth A. Ironside, Charles G.
Schauffele
RULING ELDERS: Peyton H. Gardner, Paul Heidebrecht
General Secretary: The Rev. Roger W. Schmurr, 7401 Old York Rd., Phila., Pa. 19126

* Members of subcommittee on ministerial training
PENSIONS
MINISTER: John P. Galbraith
RULING ELDERS: Garret A. Hoogerhyde, Harold R. Keenan
Class of 1983- MINISTER: Douglas A. Watson
RULING ELDER: John E. Dowling
LAYMAN: Charles Lord
Class of 1982- MINISTER: Marven 0. Bowman, Jr.
RULING ELDERS: Edward A. Haug, Roger W. Huibregste
Class of1984-
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Class of Z984- MINISTER: Lester R. Bachman
RULING ELDER: Cyril T. Nightengale
Class of 1983-MINISTER: John H. Skilton, Ph.D.
RULING ELDER: Jerold Barnett
Class of Z982- MINISTER: Leonard J. Coppes, Th.D.
DEACONS: Paul MacQueen, David Winslow

ECUMENICITY AND INTERCHURCH RELATIONS
Class of Z984- John P. Galbraith (Chairman), Jack J. Peterson
Class of 1983-Richard A. Barker, Norman Shepherd
Class of 1982-Edmund P. Clowney, D.D., Robert H. Guerrin, LeRoy B. Oliver, Wendell L.
Rockey, Jr., Edwin C. Urban

DATE, PLACE AND TRAVEL
Class of 1984- Lyman M. Smith
Class of 198.3- William J. Vermeulen
Class of1982-Lewis A. Ruff, Jr.

TRUSTEES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
Class of Z984- MINISTER: John J. Mitchell. RULING ELDER: Willard E. Nee1
Class of 2983- MINISTER: Abe W. Ediger
RULING ELDER: Howard A. Porter
Class ofZ982-MINISTER:
LeRoy B. Oliver. RULING ELDER: Bert L. Roeber

COMMITTEE ON STEWARDSHIP
Class of 1984- MINISTER: Jonathan D. Male
RULING ELDERS: Robert M. Coie, Howard A. Porter
Class of Z983- MINISTER: Steven F. Miller
RULING ELDERS: Thomas F. Armour, D.O., Lloyd P. Theune
Class of f982- MINISTERS: Jack J. Peterson (Chairman), Douglas A. Watson
RULING ELDER: Roger W. Huibregste
General Secretary: The Rev. John J. Mitchell, 7401 Old York Rd., Phila., Pa. 19126
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SPECIAL COMMITTEES OF THE FORTY-EIGHTH
GENERAL ASSEMBLY
COMMITTEE ON REVISIONS TO THE BOOK OF DISCIPLINE AND
THE DIRECTORY FOR WORSHIP
Donald J. Duff (Convener), Glenn D. Jerrell, Jack J. Peterson
HISTORIAN
Charles G. Dennison
COMMITTEE ON R.E.S. MATTERS
Richard B. Gaffin, Jr., Th.D., John P. Galbraith (Chairman),
Jack J. Peterson, Laurence N. Vail
MISSIONS CORRESPONDENT FOR THE REFORMED ECUMENICAL SYNOD
Laurence N. Vail
COMMITTEE ON RACE
Erwin Claerbaut, William C. Krispin (Chairman), Cyril T. Nightengale,
Michael Nunley, Carl J. Reitsma, Thomas E. Tyson
1 s t Alternate-Gustavo Espino
2nd Alternate-Huibert J. Vandenbroek

COMMITTEE ON APPEALS AND COMPLAINTS
Class of 1984-Thomas E. Tyson
Cluss of 1983-James R. Payton, Jr.
Class of 1982-John J. Mitchell
CHAPLAINS COMMISSION
Class of 1984-Robert W. Eckardt
Class of 1983-Elmer M. Dortzbach, Ph.D.
Class of 1982-Dennis J. Prutow
COMMITTEE ON PRINCIPLES OF DIACONAL MINISTRY
Leonard J. Coppes, Th.D., James C. Petty, Jr.,
John H. Skilton, Ph.D.
COMMITTEE TO STUDY THE BIBLICAL TEACHINGS ON LOANS
Rollin P. Keller (Convener), Richard C. Miller, Roger Wagner
COMMIlTEE ON ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE 49th GENERAL ASSEMBLY
Donald F. Stanton (Convener), William J. Vermeulen, Davis A. Young, Ph.D.
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CLERKS OF SESSION
Number
Ruling
Elders

PRESBYTERY OF THE DAKOTAS
COLORADO
Aurora, Grace-Mike Johnson, 14030 Evergreen Ave., Aurora 80011
5 Denver, Park Hill-Arthur F. Johnson, 740 Pearl St., Unit 301, Denver 80203
2 Grand Junction, Bethel-John A. Crosby, 1549 14% Rd., Loma 81524
1 Thornton, Immanuel-Geritt C. Vandenberg, 9251 Ciancio St., Thornton 80229

KANSAS
2 Caney, OPC-Jene

W. Dewey, 101 E. Sixth St., Caney 67333

NEBRASKA
3 Lincoln, Faith-Wayne

B. Barmore, 4200 S. 38th St., Lincoln 68506

NORTH DAKOTA
1 Carson, Bethel-c/o The Rev. David W. Kiester, Box 306, Carson 58529
3 Lark, First-Ronald E. VandenBurg, Lark 58550
OKLAHOMA
3 Bartlesville, Westminster-Robert L. Ayres, Rt. 1, Box 20, Wann 74083
1 Oklahoma City, Knox-E. Myers Bearden, 2104 Churchill Way, Oklahoma City 73120
2 'Tulsa, Grace-John Venema, Box 507, 110 N. Elgin, Sperry 74073

I

3
3
3
3
3
4

SOUTH DAKOTA
Bancroft, Murdock Memorial-W. Don Wilkens, R.R. 1, Bancroft 57316
Bridgewater, Trinity-Calvin D. Hofer, R.R. 1, Box 14A, Bridgewater 57319
Hamill, Westminster-Duane Blare, R.R., Hamill 57534
Manchester, OPC-Kenneth Strickler, R.R. 1, Iroquois 57353
Volga, Calvary-Edwin Giebink, R.R. 2, Arlington 57212
Winner, OPC-Blain C. Fenenga, Star Route #6, Winner 57580
TEXAS

10 Abilene, OPC-Dr.

Lawrence G. Hardwicke, 1625 Westwood, Abilene 79603
3 San Antonio, Grace-Alvoyd C. Fails, 130 Nocturne, San Antonio 78216
WYOMING
4 Cheyenne, OPC- Alexander Davison, Pine Bluffs 82082

1

2
3
3
1
9

PRESBYTERY OF THE MID-ATLANTIC
MARYLAND
Baltimore, First-L. Fred Baum, Jr., 425 Haslett Road, Joppa 21085
Burtonsville, Covenant-Richard L. Hake, 8495 Murphy Rd., Laurel 20810
Columbia, Presbyterian-Gerald Baus, 1117 Pleasant Valley Dr., Catonsville 21228
Gaithersburg, Puritan-Edward L. Gummel, 1016 Neal Dr., Rockville 20850
Silver Spring, Knox-Dr. Leonard E. Miller, 4310 Puller Dr., Kensington 20795
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NORTH CAROLINA
Matthews, O P Fellowship-Raymond Waggoner, Rt. 4, Box 13, Waxham 29173
1 Raleigh, OPC-Charles Van Devanter, 1008 Oak Forest Dr., Wilson 27893

1

4
2
1
4
3

VIRGINIA
Harrisonburg, Berea-Leon Lucas, 104 Breezewood, Bridgewater 22812
Leesburg, Bethel-David L. Arnold, 120 Woodberry Rd., Leesburg 22075
Lynchburg, Grace-Richard Kochendarfer, Rt. 1, Box 452, Goode 24556
Roanoke, Vulley-James F. Horner, 3822 Chesterton St., SW, Roanoke 24018
Vienna, Grace-Donald Potter, 268 Glen Ave., Vienna 22180
Williamsburg, Westminster-Dalton Hylton, 10 Ringo Dr., Newport News 23606
PRESBYTERY OF THE MIDWEST

3
2
2
4
8

ILLINOIS
Decatur, Trinity-Thomas Smies, 92 Ridgeway Dr., Decatur 62521
Hanover Park, Grace-John Baldwin, 6860 Juniper St., Hanover Park 60103
Libertyville, Hope-W. Murdoch Stewart, Walden Lane, Lake Forest 60045
Westchester, Westminster-Guy Lundvall, 1248 Boeger Ave., Westchester 60521
Wheaton, Bethel-Robert Warburton, 215 N. Williston St., Wheaton 60187

IOWA
3 Cedar Falls, Cedarloo-Harold

P. Roskamp, 1917 Sunnyside Dr., Cedar Falls 50613

MICHIGAN
4 Gowen, Spencer Mills-Robert H. Thompson, Rt.2, Box 71, Sand Lake 49343
3 Grand Rapids, Griggs St. OPC-Dr. Davis A. Young, 2215 Plymouth Rd., SE, Grand
Rapids, 49506
3 Kalamazoo, First-Henry Majeur, 8889 Angling Rd., Kalamazoo 49001
10
4
3
2
4
9

WISCONSIN
Cedar Grove, Calvary-Harry Harmelink, 280 N . Main St., Cedar Grove 53013
Green Bay, OPC-Mark C. Voskuil, Sr., 130 Winchester Way, Green Bay 54302
Gresham, Old Stockbridge-Allan A. Meinhardt, Box 44,Marion 54950
Janesville, Christ-Carrol D. Lewis, 1070 Laramie Lane, Janesville 53545
Menomonee Falls, Falls-Donald A. Kernwein, 2957 Rolaine Pkwy., Hartford 53027
Oostburg, Bethel-Harold Harmelink, 855 Wisconsin Ave., Oostburg 53070
Zoar, Menominee-Harry Shawano, Star Route, Neopit 54150
PRESBYTERY O F NEW JERSEY

4
4
3
2
2
1
6
4

Bellmawr, Immanuel-Edward M. Shindle, 25 Willis Dr., Tuckerton 08087
Bridgeton, Calvary-Russell S. Lodge, 28 Institute PI., Bridgeton 08302
Fair Lawn, Grace-Garret A. Hoogerhyde, 326 Squaw Brook Rd., North Haledon 07508
Garfield, Community-Richard Cantwell, 68 Avenue A, Lodi 07644
Neptune, Good Shepherd-Edward A. Haug, 21-B Greenleaf St., Whiting 08759
Ocean City, OPC-Paul S. Patterson, 609 12th St., Ocean City 08226
Phillipsburg, Calvary Community-Thomas Notaro, 83 Miller St., Phillipsburg 08865
Pittsgrove, Faith-Sanford C. Garrison, R.D. 2, Monroeville 08343
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(continued)

Ringoes, Calvary of Amwell-Jesse J. Denton, Jr., RD 2 Box 199, Ringoes 08551
Stratford, OPC-Gordon H. Singer, 107 Parkview Rd., Stratford 08084
Trenton, Grace-Robert I. Beam, 254 Sherwood Ave., Trenton 08619
Vineland, Covenant-John Shepherd, 1773 Magnolia Rd., Vineland 08360
W. Collingswood, Zmmanuel-Willard E. Neel, 31 1 Sloan Ave., W. Collingswood 08107
Westfield, Grace-Donald T. Robb, 423 Washington St., Westfield 07090
Whippany, Emmanuel-Oscar S. Sterner, 376 South St., Momstown 07960
Wildwood, Calvary-Thomas A. Jorgensen, 136 W. Lavender Rd., Wildwood 08260

PRESBYTERY OF NEW YORK AND NEW ENGLAND

5

CONNECTICUT
Hamden, Westminster-Frank

Emley, 79 Squire Lane, Hamden 06518

MAINE
Bangor, Pilgrim-Paul S. MacDonald, R.F.D. 1, Box 46, Carmel 04419
Houlton, Bethel-Allen Moody, R.F.D. 1, Houlton 04730
Lewistown, Trinity-W. Dana Perkins, Jr., 20 Hutchinson St., Portland 04206
Maple Grove and Preque Isle, Emmanuel-Allen Moody, RFD 1, Houlton 04730
5 Portland, Second Parish-Robert E. Swett, 175 Middle Rd. #2, Cumberland Center 04021
2 Rockport, Lakeview-Thomas L. Eesley, 124 Union St., Rockport 04856
2 Skowhegan, OPC-Fremont A. Moody, RFD 3 Box 372, Skowhegan 04976

3
1
1
1

MASSACHUSETTS
4 Cape Cod, Presbyterian Church of Cape Cod-Fred Buhler, 78 Webbers Path, W.
Yarmouth 02673
1 Fall River, Grace-Fred Buhler, 78 Webbers Path, W. Yarmouth 02673
4 Hamilton, First-Russell W. Copeland, Jr., Honeysuckle Rd., S. Hamilton 01982
NEW YORK
Franklin Square, OPC-Herbert R. Muether, 25 Blinker Light Rd., Stony Brook 11790
Lisbon, OPC-Delmar h t n e y , R.D. #2, Lisbon 13658
6 Rochester, Covenant-William W. Parr, Jr., 137 Ledgewood Dr., Rochester 14615
5 Rochester, Memorial-Peter W. Schumacher, 77 Castle Acres Dr., Webster 14580
5 Schenectady, Calvary-Arthur L. Comstock, 11 Berwyn St., Schenectady 12304
5
5

VERMONT
1

Burlington, Church ofthe Servant-c/o
Burlington 05401

The Rev. Raymond E. Commeret, 309 College St.,
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PRESBYTERY OF NORTHERN CALIFORNlA

3
4
3
3
3
2
3
3
3

CALIFORNIA
Berkeley, Covenant-David L. Neilands, 1601 Cedar St., Berkeley 94703
Modesto, Grace-Richard Nielson, 3324 John Lee Lane, Modesto 95350
Novato, TrinitylYuba City, Sovereign Grace-Jeffrey Hibbitts, 8 Jeffrey Court,
Novato 94947
San Francisco, First-George S. MacKenzie, 2264 Gill Port Lane, Walnut Creek 94598
San Jose, Covenant-Russell Johnson, 4401 Venice Way, San Jose 95129
Santa Cruz, Westminster-Kenneth Kitts, 488 Carr Ave., Aromas 95004
Sonora, Calvury-Harold Bird, 1080 Mono Way, Sonora 95370
S. San Francisco, Brentwood-Robert P. Santo, 222 Del Monte Ave., So. San Francisco
94080
Sunnyvale, First-Arnold E. Larson, 2949 Jessie Court, San Jose 95124

PRESBYTERY OF THE NORTHWEST
MONTANA
2 Billings, Rocky Mountain-Rexford J. Clark, Duck Club Rd., Billings 59102
1 Kalispell, Faith-Robert W. Ross, 60 Valley View Dr., Kalispell 59901
Missoula, Cornerstone-Jerry Bicha, 63 1 Speedway, Missoula 59801
2 Ronan, Mission Valley-Dan Stukey, RR #1, Box 34, Polson 59860

2
2
3
2
7
5

OREGON
Bend, Wesfminster-R. E. Jewell, 61839 Dobbin Rd., Bend 97701
Eugene, Oak Hill-Gary Brownlee, 522 Ful-Vue Dr., Eugene 97405
Milwaukie, Faith-Dr. Eric Long, 1660 SW Maple, Lake Oswego 97034
Newberg, Trinity-Marinus Vanden Hoek, Rt. 2, Box 149D, Newberg 97132
Portland, First-Leonard W. Schmurr, 14639 S.E. Rhine St., Portland 97236
Southern Oregon, Faith, Grants Pass: Trinity, Medford-David A. VandenBerg, 1108
Mt. Pitt., Medford 97501

WASHINGTON
3 Bothell, Trinity-Albert

G. Bender, 10433 N.E. 16th Place, Bellevue 98004

PRESBYTERY OF OHIO
OHIO
3 Columbus, Grace-William F. Shaw, 826 Doherty Rd., Galloway 43119
2 Dayton, Redeemer-Eugene Olivetti, 190 Teakwood Lane, Springboro 45056
1 N. Canton, Christ Reformed-The Rev. David W. King, 1336Greenfield Ave., Canton 44706
PENNSYLVANIA
Edinburg, Nashuu-Wendell Miller, R.D. 1, Edinburg 16116
Grove City, Covenant-Donald 0. Copeland, R.D. 2, Grove City 16127
Harrisville, Calvury-Wm. H. Kiester, R.D. 1, Boyers 16020
Hollidaysburg, Westminster Presbyterian-Donald B. Shumaker, 23 14 1lth Ave., Altoona
16601
6 Pittsburgh, Covenant-John C. Smith, 105 Sycamore St. W., Pittsburgh 15211
3 Sewickley, Grace-Arthur J. Schwab, 1419 Beaver Rd., Osborne, Sewickley 15143

4
4
7
2

,
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PRESBYTERY O F PHILADELPHIA

DELAWARE
3 Middletown, Grace-W. R. Weldon Burge, 12 W. Green St., Middletown 19709
1 Seaford, Covenant-Richard
B. Trice, Rt. 4, Box 374, Seaford 19973
7 Wilmington, Emmanuel-Albert E. Hayman, 111, 2020 Gravers Lane, Wilmington 19810

2
4
5
3
5
3
3
2
3
7
6
3
2

PENNSYLVANIA
Blue Bell, Community of Centre Square-M.A.R. VanBrakel, 752 Boehms Church Rd.,
Blue Bell 19422
Fawn Grove, Fuith-Daniel E. McElwain, R.D. 1, Box 213, Fawn Grove 17321
Glenside, Calvary-Howard A. Porter, 329 Oak Rd., Glenside 19038
Hatboro, Trinity-Robert A. Kramm, 703 Beverly Rd., Holland 18966
Jenkintown, New Life-The Rev. David J. Miller, 8007 Flourtown Ave., Wyndmoor 19118
Kirkwood, OPC-Wm. R. Ferguson, 132 Pine St., Oxford 19363
Lansdowne, Know-Robert H. English, 116 W. Hillcrest Ave., Havertown 19083
Lewisburg, Tri-County-Harry H. Vogt, R.D. 1, Allenwood 17810
Mechanicsville, OPC-W. A. Haberern, 240 Hillendale Dr., Doylestown 18901
Middletown, Calvary-John E. Fischer, Jr., 22 Maple St., Middletown 17057
Oxford, Bethany-John 0. Kinnaird, R.D. 2, Box 320, Nottingham 19362
Philadelphia, Church ofthe City-Joseph Formica, 6602 Chestnut St., Upper Darby 19802
Philadelphia, Emmanuel Chapel, Dwaine Whitley, 1162 S. 15th St., Philadelphia 19146
Southwest Philadelphia Reformed Fellowship-Edward J. McGovern, 2550 So. Franklin
St., Philadelphia 19148

PRESBYTERY OF THE SOUTH
FLORIDA
2
5
3
3
4
3

Fort Lauderdale, Bethel-John E. Evers, 833 Fairway Dr., Plantation 33317
Hialeah, Shuron-Calvin A. Duff, 13820 Kendale Lakes Drive, Miami 33183
Miami, Galloway-Theodore Pappas, 2797 Crystal Court, Miami 33 133
Ocala, Faith-W. Lee Leitherer, Rt. 2, Box 500 AA. Silver Spring 32688
Orlando, Lake Sherwood-J. D. Phillips, 6012 Beau Lane, Orlando 32808
Tallahassee, Calvary-Raymond L. Klunder, 4721 Flowerwood Dr., Tallahassee 32303

GEORGIA
3 Atlanta, Redeemer-George
TENNESSEE
0 Chattanooga, Covenant-c/o

Johnson, 1986 Crescent Dr., Snellville 30278

Malcolm Cook, 1400 Highcrest, Hixson 37343
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PRESBYTERY OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
CALIFORNIA
2
2
1
4
4
5

1
4
7
4
4
7
3
2

Artesia, Cerritos Valley-William R. Letson, 362 Ultimo Ave., Long Beach 90814
Bonita, OPC-Robert R. Soto, 3838 Prarie Dr., Jamal92035
Carson, Grace-Dr. Norman E. Byer, 3601 Paseo Del Campo, Palos Verdes Estates 90274
Chula Vista, Bayview-Gamy Roy Postma, 1525 Melrose Ave., Chula Vista 9201 1
Garden Grove, OPC-Andrew Mitchell, 10721 Vickers, Garden Grove 92640
Goleta, El Camino-A. M. Laurie, 909 Chelam Way, Santa Barbara 93108
Hacienda Heights, OPC-Donald H. Nathan, 3343 Glenmark Dr., Hacienda Heights 91745
La Mirada, Calvary-Glenn Wampler, 2122 Salto Dr., Hacienda Heights 91745
Long Beach, First-W. C. Gekler, 3252 Quail Run Rd., Los Alamitos 90720
Los Angeles, Beverly-Herbert F. Pink, 1272 La Loma Rd., Pasadena 91105
Manhattan Beach, First-John D. Reynolds, 500 Manhattan Beach Blvd.,
Manhattan Beach 90266
San Diego, Point Lorna-Ray Smith, 4412 Cape May Ave., San Diego 92107
Santee, OPC-Jacob Van der Molen, 8712 N. Magnolia Ave., #160, Santee 92071
South Pasadena, OPC-Laurence T. McHargue, 606 Meridian Ave., S. Pasadena 91030

MINISTERS OF THE ORTHODOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Abbreviations (as used in parentheses below):
Status:
CE-Christian Ed. Staff
E-Evangel ist
FM-Foreign Missionary
HM-Home Missionary
P- Pas tor
PI-Pastor, non-Orthodox Pres. Church
Prof. -Professor
Ret .-Retired
Tea. -Teacher
SS-Stated Supply
P-n-indicates number of churches served
Presbyteries:
D-Dakotas
MA-Mid- Atlantic
MW-Midwest
NC-Northern California
NJ-New Jersey
N W-Northwest
NY-New York & New England
0-Ohio
Ph-Philadelphia
S-South
SC-Southern California
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Adams, Jay E., Ph.D. (NJ)-The Millhouse, R.D. 1, Juliette, GA 31046
Abright, H. Wilson (SC)-2805 S. La Plata Ave., Hacienda Heights, CA 91745
Alexander, Rodney E. (P, D)-3150 Clayton St., Denver, CO 80205
Ames, Arthur G. (P, SC)--1376 W. 211th St., Torrance, CA 90501
Andrews, Egbert W. (Ret., Ph)-RD #2, Box 20, A-29, Quarryville Presbyterian Home,
Quarrysville, PA 17566
Aquila, Dominic A. (P, SC)--16602 Amberwood Way, Cemtos 90701
Atallah, Victor B. (FM, MW)-6300 W. 92nd St., Oak Law, IL 60453
Atwell, Robert L. (Ret., 0)-421 Summit St., Grove City, PA 16127
Bachman, Lester R. (Ret., Ph)-806 Dorsea Rd., Lancaster, PA 17601
Bahnsen, Gregory L. (SC)-2244 East Grove Ave., Orange, CA 92667
Baurer, Harold L. (P, NW)-2543 Harris St., Eugene, OR 97405
Benson, W. Lee (Ret., NJ)-W48B Waltham Woods Rd., Baltimore, MD 21234
Bero, Timothy L. (HM, D)-3205 35th St., Apt. B, Lubbock, TX 79413
Bettler, John F., D.Min. (PH)-2435 Oaks Circle, Huntingdon Valley, PA 19006
Black, Glenn T. (HM, D)-3704 41st St., Lubbock, TX 79413
Blair, J. Anthony (D)-1911 B Kalamazoo SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49507
Boer, Jeffrey K. (P, S)-6270 W.6th Ave., Hialeah, FL 33012
Bomer, William J. (P, D)-2822 Newport Circle, Grand Junction, CO 81503
Borger, Robert (P, MW)-1829 Darwin Ave., S.W., Grand Rapids, MI 49507
Bosgraf, James L. (P, MW)-827 Ontario Ave., Oosburg, WI 53070
Bowman, Marven O., Jr. (PI, 0)-194 Cochran Rd., Mt. Lebanon, PA 15228
Boyd., John P., D.Min. (P, MW)-921 Franklin St., Cedar Falls, IA 50613
Brown, Mark R. (P, 0)--807 Peachdale Lane, Duncansville, PA 16635
Buchanan, Donald G., Jr. (FM, NC)-#4 Khalil Hasan Khalil St., A-9, Glym, Alexandria,
EgYPt
Buikema, Henry (Ret., MW)-202 Windmere Court, Lamplighter Village, Melbourne, FL
32935
Busch, Calvin A. (Ret., NJ)-123 Park Ave., Covenant Station, NJ 07961

I

Campbell, Kenneth J. (P, NJ)-151 S. Broadway, Fair Lawn, NJ 07410
Champness, Thomas S., Jr. (P, S)-2907 Townley Circle, Doraville, GA 30340
Chanoux, Leonard F. (Tea., NJ)-IW N. Lincoln Dr., Wenonah, NJ 08090
Christian, George S. (NJ)-11 Ramapo Rd., Pompton Lakes, NJ 07444
Church, Thomas D. (HM, NW)--1418 Garfield Ave., Yakima, WA 98902
Clowney, Edmund P., D.D. (Prof., NJ)-Westminster Theol. Seminary, P.O. Box 27009,
Philadelphia, PA 19118
Coie, Bruce A. (Ret., SC)-4328 S. Elm St., Apt. 2, Long Beach, CA 90807
Cole, David W. (P, NJ)-308 E. Hand Ave., Wildwood, NJ 08260
Commeret, Raymond E. (P, NY)-387 St. Paul St., Burlington, VT 05401
Conard, Larry D. (P, NW)-230 Van Ness St., Eugene, OR 97403
Conn, Harvie M., Litt.D. (Prof., NJ)-5144 Wayne Ave., Philadelphia, PA 19144
Cooper, Thomas M. (Ret., SC)-908 E. Hampton St., Tucson, AZ 85719
Coppes, Leonard J., Th.D. (P, 0)-Box 55, Hamsville, PA 16038
Coray, Henry W. (Ret., SC)-2245 Capitola Rd., Santa Cruz, CA 95062
Corey, Thomas M. (0)-P.O. Box 235, Hamlin, WV 25523
Cottenden, George R. (P, PH)-151 W. County Line Rd., Hatboro, PA 19040
Craven, Richard M.(HM, PH)--105 Ridge Ave., Gettysburg, PA 19325
Crossett, Vincent L. (HM, MW)-P.O. Box 319, Wyanet, IL 61379
Cummings, Calvin K. (HM, S)-2768 Breeze Rd., Melbourne, F L 32935
Cummings, Calvin K., Jr. (FM, Ph)--1-4-13 Skinkawa Cho, Higashi Kurume Shi, Tokyo,
180-03, Japan
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Curnmings, David B. (P, MW)-6931 Highland St., Hanover Park, IL 60103
Cumrnings, Wilson L. (HM, Ph)-1242 S. Carlisle St., Philadelphia, PA 19146
Curry, AllenD., Ed.D(CE,NJ)-l5RedOakRd.,Oreland,PA19075;Office: 7401 OldYorkRd.,
Philadelphia, PA 19126.

i
,

Davies, John (Ret., NJ)-Rt. #2, Box 281, Cape May Court House, NJ 08210
Davis, D. Clair, Th.D. (Prof., Ph)-P.O. Box 57, 1241 Jericho Rd., Abington, PA 19001
Davis, Ivan (P, OH)-311 State St., Grove City, PA 16127
Dawson, Martin L. (P, NJ)-21 Bryn Mawr Ave., Stratford, NJ 08084
DeMaster, Ivan J. (P, MW)-2418 S. Wolf Rd., Hinsdale, IL 60521
Dennison, Charles G.(P, 0)-804 7th Ave., Coraopolis, PA 15108
DeVelde, Everett C. (P, MA)-2503 Roy Terrace, Fallston, MD 21047
DiBenedictis, Craig L. (P, OH)-RD #1, Pulaski, PA 16143
Doe, Stephen D. (SC)-116 W. Fairchild Dr., Salisbury, MD 21801
Dorrnan, Harold L. (P, NY)-R.F.D. 3, Box 361, Skowhegan, ME 04976
Dortzbach, Elmer M., Ph.D. (Prof., S)-1701 Tanglewood Dr., Clinton, MS 39506
Dortzbach, Karl G. (FM, MW)-P.O. Box 43489, Nairobi, Kenya
Drake, Robert R. (Ph)-3857 Orchard Ave., Robbinsdale, MN 55422
Duff, Clarence W. (Ret., S)-1510 Mona Ave., Ocoee, FL 32761
Duff, Donald J. (SC)-3406 Fairway Dr., La Mesa, CA 92041
Dunn, Leslie A. (Ret., MW)-1201 Kavanaugh PI., Wauwatosa, WI 53213

I

Eckardt, Robert W. (P, MW)-3214 Dallas Dr., Cedar Falls, TA 50613
Eckardt, Robert Y.(P, 0)-61 Fitz-Henry Blvd., Columbus, OH 43214
Ediger, Abe W. (P, Ph)-37 N. Race St., Middletown, PA 17057
Edwards, Albert G.,I11 (P, NW)-18 Heather Rd., Billings, MT 59101
Ellis, Charles H. (P, NY)-Star Route #32, Box 117, Owl’s Head, ME 04854
English, W. Ralph (FM, NJ)-P.O. Box 34, Kangneung, Korea 210
Eppinger, Edward A. (P-2, D)-P.O. Box 22, Bancroft, SD 57316
Erickson, Carl E. (P, NC)-356 Arroyo Dr., S. San Francisco, CA 94080
Evans, F. Clarke (Ret., Ph)-Dupont Pkwy. Apts., 108 Bldg. IA, 500 S. Dupont Hwy.,
Newcastle, DE 19720
Evans, Robert (P, MW)--129 N. Fourth St., Libertyville, IL 60048
Eyres, Lawrence R. (P, 0)-2333 Alvarado Dr;, Dayton, OH 45420
Falk, Jonathan B. (HM, NW)-83 Lighthouse Ct., Sheboygan, WI 53081
Felch, Douglas A. (P, MA)-758 Glendora Dr., Charlotte, NC 28212
Fikkert, Henry H. (P, MW)-152 W. Union Ave., Cedar Grove, WI 53013
Fikkert, John N. (HM, MW)--1416 Climax, Kalamazoo, MI 49007
Fincher, C. Tom, (P, 0)--1608 Graham Blvd., Pittsburgh, PA 15235
Fluck, Jay E. (P, SC)-11974 Sproul St., Norwalk, CA 90650
Foh, Thomas A. (Chaplain, SC)-5884-A Adarns St., Fort Knox, KY 40121
Frailey, Leo A. (OH)-492 Brevoort Rd., Columbus, OH 43214
Frame, John M. (Prof., SC)-850 Pinecrest Ave., Escondido, CA 92025
Fredericks, William J. (P, NC)-1594 Gray Ave. #62, Yuba City, CA 95991
Freeman, David, Ph.D. (Ret., S)-101 E. Darlington Rd., Holiday, FL 33590
Gafin, Richard B., Sr. (Ret., NJ)-217 W. Lincoln St., Bridgeton, NJ 08302
Gaffin, Richard B., Jr., Th.D. (Prof., Ph)-2330 Pleasant Ave., Glenside, PA 19038
Galbraith, John P. (Ret., Ph)-2345 Willow Brook Dr., Huntingdon Valley, PA 19006
Garrisi, John W. (SC)--12224 Wendy Dr., Cemtos, CA 90701
George, David A. (P, MW)--1948 Deckner Ave., Green Bay, WI 54302
Georgian, Theodore J. (P, NY)-65 Hoover Dr., Rochester, NY 14615
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Gerber, Richard R. (P, NY)-565 Shepherd Ave., Hamden, CT 06514
Gibbons, Roger L. (P, D)-1716 Rolling Ridge, Bethany, OK 73008
Goddard, Burton L., Th.D. (Ret., NY)-163 Chebacco Rd., S. Hamilton, MA 01982
Graham, Robert H. (P, NC)-17064 Colima Rd., Apt. 263, Hacienda Heights, CA 91745
Gramp, Robert A. (SS, NJ)-65 Hitchner Ave., Bridgeton, NJ 08302
Greer, A. LeRoy (P, Ph)-R.D. 1, Box 37, Maple Shade Rd., Kirkwood, PA 17536
Gregson, Timothy H. (HM, MA)-1 139 Waterman Dr., Hamsonburg VA 22801
Grille, Eugene P. (MW)-404 Somerset Dr., Janesville, WI 53545
Grotenhuis, Lewis J . (Ret., NJ)-Belvidere Rd., Box 299C, R.D. 2, Phillipsburg, NJ 08865;
(Nov.-May): 26900 S.W. 187 Ave., Homestead, FL 33031
Hake, Steven R. (FM, MA)--#9, Alley 20, Lane 89, Chin Shan Rd., San Min District,
Kaohsiung, 800, Taiwan, Republic of China; Furlough address: RD 1, Box 287, Otigo,
NY 13825
Hall, George W., Jr. (MA)-2416 Cedar Lane, Vienna, VA 22180
Haney, George E., Jr. (Gen. Sec., MW)-Res.: 1360Arline St., Roslyn, PA 19001; Office: 7401
Old York Rd., Philadelphia, PA 19126
Hard, Theodore (FM, NJ)-P.O. Box 184, Pusan, Korea 600
Harrell, Mack F. (P, NJ)-1125 Summit Ave., Westfield, NJ 07090
Harris, Allen H., Jr. (P, MA)-6305 Tamar Drive, Columbia, MD 21045
Harvey, Robert W. (P, MW)--1522 E. Hamson, Wheaton, I L 60187
Hilbelink, John R. (HM, D)-6206 Oxbow Trail, Amarillo, TX 79106
Hodgson, Richard G. (Prof., D)-912 Second Ave., NE, Sioux Center, IA 51250
Hoekstra, Ronald (P, MW)-2505 Black Bridge, Janesville, WT 53545
Hofford, Barry R. (P, MA)-4515 Sandy Spring Rd., Burtonsville, MD 20730
Hohenberger, Steve G. (SS,NJ)-Box 43, Richards Ave., Nesco, NJ 08037
Horner, Richard L. (HM, MA)-5522 Lynn Dell Rd., Roanoke, VA 24018
Hubenthal, Karl A. (P, Ph)-311 N. Lansdowne Ave., Upper Darby, PA 19051
Hunt, Bruce F. (Ret., Ph)-1624 Rockwell Rd., Abington, PA 19001
Ironside, Kenneth A. (P, NY)-117

Railroad Ave., S. Hamilton, MA 01982

Jerrell, Glenn D. (P, D)-Rt. I , Box 32, Roswell NM 88201
Johnson, Dennis E. (P, SC)-2382 Roscommon Ave., Monterey Park, CA 91754
Jones, Stuart R. (P, NY)-2934 Coniston Rd., Schenectady, NY 12304
Kamrath, Roswell (P, D)-3300 Barbell Ct., Cheyenne, WY 82001
Kaufman, Richard P. (SC)-803 Omar Drive, Escondido, CA 92025
Kellam, Harold S. (P, NW)-28 Dale Dr., Kalispell, MT 59901
Keller, Rollin P. (P, NC)-3416 Bellevue Dr., Modesto, CA 95350
Kellogg, Edward L. (Ret., MA)-3 Belmont PI., Leesburg, VA 22075
Kerns, Roy L. (D)-45 E. 54th St., Tulsa, OK 74105
Kickasola, Louis (Ret., S)-27415 S.W. 143 Ave., CT63, B2, Naranja F L 33032
Kiester, David W. (P-2, D)-Box 306, Carson, ND 58529
King, David W. (HM, 0)-1330 Greenfield Ave., S.W., Canton, OH 44706
Kinneer, Jack D. (E, NJ)-320 Porter St., Easton, PA 18042
Kline, Meredith G., Ph.D. (Prof., NJ)-36 Martel Rd., S. Hamilton, MA 01982
Knodel, Richard E. (P, MA)
Knowles, Louis E. (Tea., SC)-3247 Roxanne Ave., Long Beach, CA 90808
Knudsen, Robert D., Ph.D. (Prof., Ph)--1341 Osbourne Ave., Roslyn, PA 19001
Kok, Edward J. (P, D)-l16 E. Taylor, P.O. Box 530, Caney, KS 67333
Kostas, George S. (P, NJ)-Box 263, RD #1, Ringoes, NJ 08551
Krabbendam, Hendrik, Th.D. (Prof., S)-1301 Aladdin Lane, Lookout Mountain, TN 37350
Krispin, William C. (HM, Ph)-4916 Greene St., Philadelphia, PA 19144
Kuschke, Arthur W., Jr. (Ret., Ph)-3263 Afton Rd., Dresher, PA 19025
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Lane, Russell E. (P, D)-1954 E. 35th Place, Tulsa, OK 74105
Larson, Stephen A. (P, NY)-154 Haskins Ave., Tiverton, RT 02878
Latal, Gerald G., Th.D. (PI, NC)-3291 Rupert Rd., Anderson, CA 96007
Lee, Charles Y. (Chaplain, NC)-HQ 19th Support Command, APO San Francisco, CA 96212
Lewis, Richard M. (P, NC)-1623 Tacoma Ave., Berkeley, CA 94707
Lins, Craig T. (P, NJ)-R.D. 3, Elmer, NJ 08318
Lodge, Neil J. (P, D)-1514 Glendale, Abilene, TX 79605
Logan, Samuel T., Jr., Ph.D. (Prof., NY)-430 Montier Rd., Glenside, PA 19038
Long, L. Craig, Ph.D. (Ret., Ph)-406 University Ave., Selinsgrove, PA 17870
Lucas, Robert M. (Tea., MA)-P.O. Box 212, Odenton, MD 21 113
Lutz, Ronald E. (P, Ph)-P.O. Box 571, Jenkintown, PA 19046
Mahaffy, John W. (P, NW)-611 E. Sheridan St., Newberg, OR 97132
Malcor, Calvin R. (P, NW)-906 S. Holly St., Medford, OR 97501
Male, Jonathan D. (P, NC)-987 Redmond Ave., San Jose, CA 95120
Male, W. Benson (Ret., D)-9161 Vine St., Thornton, CO 80229
Mallin, John W. (NY)-70 Glenridge, Apt. 5 , Augusta, ME 04330
Marshall, Robert L. (FM, NJ)-Box 8-22, Hsinchu, Taiwan 300, Republic of China
Marston, George W. (Ret., SC)--161-129 E. Orangethorpe, Placentia, CA 92670
Mason, John S. (HM, Ph)-P.O. Box 3050, Bristol, TN 37620
McIlhenny, Charles A. (P, NC)-1350 Lawton St., San Francisco, CA 94122
Mcllwaine, R. Heber (Ret., Ph)-1300 E. Blount St., Pensacola, FL 32503
McKenzie, Ronald J. (P, NW)-530 NW Trenton, Bend, OR 97701
Meilahn, Kenneth J. (P, SC)-10443 Nate Way, Lakeside, CA 92040
Meiners, Raymond M. (Ret., NY)-1138 Parkwood Blvd., Schenectady, NY 12308
Miladin, George C. (P, SC)-2555 Evergreen St., San Diego, CA 92106
Miller, C. John, Ph.D. (P, Ph)-415 Walnut St., Jenkintown, PA 19046
Miller, David J. (Ph)-8007 Flourtown Ave., Wyndmoor, PA 19118
Miller, Donald R. (P, NY)-I8 Cleaves St., Auburn, ME 04210
Miller, Richard C. (P, NC)-8 Doris Drive, Novato, CA 94947
Miller, Steven F. (P, Ph)-2239 Fairhill St., Glenside, PA 19038
Milojevich, Jay M. (P, NW)-1345 NW Prospect, Grants Pass, OR 97526
Mininger, Larry G. (P, S)-3716 Westgate Rd., Orlando, FL 32808
Minnig, Robert A. (P, S)-9775 S.W. 87th Ave., Miami 33156
Mitchell, John J. (Gen. Sec., Ph)-Res.: 3106 Ori PI., Dresher, PA 19025
Office: 7401 Old York Rd., Philadelphia, PA 19126
Moore, David M. (FM, MA)-5-3-26 Kojirakawa, Machi, Yamagata Shi, 990, Japan
Moran, Allen P., Jr. (P, NC)-2285 Byer Rd., #4, Santa Cruz, CA 95062
-Moreau, William E. (P, NY)-57 Court St., Houlton, ME 04730
- Morison, Patrick H. (P, NW)-23211
S. Meridian Ave., Bothell, WA 98011
-Morse, Daniel R. (HM, NC)-5025 Ehrhardt Ave., Sacramento, CA 94823
Morton, George F. (P, Ph)-246 Surrey Rd., Warminster, PA 18974
Nelson, Richard A. (P, NJ)-3 Jamaica Way, Trenton, NJ 08610
Newsom, Robert W. (P, SC)-I63 Alpine Dr., Goleta, CA 93017
Nicholas, Robert E. (Ret., SC)-421 Mission St., Apt. A. S. Pasadena, CA 91030
Nilson, V. Robert (D)-3500 N. 68th St., Lincoln, NB 68507
Nonhof, Melvin B. (Ret., NC)-2324 Mattison Lane, Santa Cruz, CA 95062
Oliver, LeRoy B. (Admin., NJ)-Res.: 1074 Wynnwood Ave., Abington, PA 19001
Office: Westminster Theo. Seminary, Philadelphia, PA 19118
Olson, Arthur 0. (Ret., MW)-6001 13 Ave., S. Minneapolis, MN 55417
Overduin, Daniel H. (P, SC)-12515 Renville, Lakewood, CA 90715
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Parker, Donald M. (MW)-Rt. 1, Box 68 D-1, Grant Park, I L 60940
Payton, James R., Jr. (P, Ph)-302 Mt. Pleasant Ave., Ambler, PA 19002
Pearce, Ronald E. (P, NJ)-31 Arthur Terrace, A-3, Hackettstown, NJ 07840
Peters, Jonathan F. (P, Ph)-1002 Shadyside Rd., Oxford, PA 19363
Peterson, Gordon E. (P, MW)-R.R. 1, Gresham, WI 54128
Peterson, Jack J. (P, 0)-1315 White Rock Dr., San Antonio, TX 78245
Petty, James C., Jr. (P, Ph)-4207 Baltimore Ave., Philadelphia, PA 19104
Phillips, Henry D. (HM, MW)-2605 Lake Shore Drive, Escanaba, MI 49829
Phillips, Stephen L. (P, NY)-42 Beresford Rd., Rochester, NY 14610
Piper, Russell D. (P, NW)-R.R. 1, Box B-4, Roman, MT 59864
Poundstone, Donald M.(P, NW)-624 N.E. 63rd Ave., Portland, OR 08213
Poundstone, Dwight H. (Ret., SC)-5395 Paseo Orlando, Santa Barbara, CA 93111
Prutow, Dennis J. (P, D)-443 S.E. Queenstown, Bartlesville, OK 74003
Quarles, Jerry C. (P, S)-5191

N.E. 23rd Ave., North Palm Beach, FL 32671

Raglin, Robert D. (NC)-191 “A” Second Ave., Chula Vista, CA 92010
Ramsey, Roger A. (D)-117 Mulberry Lane, Bartlesville, OK 74008
Reitsma, Carl J. (Tea., MW)-714 E. Emerson Ave., Lombard, IL 60148
Reynolds, Gregory E. (P, NY)-75 Echo Ave., Apt. 2, New Rochelle, NY 10805
Reynolds, Stephen M. (Ret., Ph)-702 Custis Rd., Glenside, PA 19038
Riedesel, Maurice (Ret., D)-John Calvin Seminary, Casilla 373, Quillota, Chile
Riffel, Arthur G. (Ret., NC)-524 Hanover St., Santa Cruz, CA 95062
Rinker, Wilson H. (SC)-3700 Pine Ave., Long Beach, CA 90807
Ritsman, Donald F. (P, D)-119 3rd St., Volga, SD 57071
Rockey, Wendell L., Jr. (P, NY)-498 Nottingham Dr., Centerville, MA 02632
Rogers, Douglas D.Min (P, NJ)-16 Denbo Dr., Neptune, NJ 07753
Rosenberger, H. Leverne (HM, Ph)-2979 Sunnycrest Rd., Willow Grove, PA 19090
Roskamp, Cromwell G. (P, MA)-5600 Winthrop PI., Raleigh, NC 27612
Rowe, Craig R. (P, NJ)-20 Howard St., Vineland, NJ 08360
Rudolph, William O., Jr. (P, NC)-4034 Payne Ave., San Jose, CA 95117
Ruff, Lewis A., Jr. (P, SC)-505 E. Naples St., Chula Vista, CA 92011
Schauffele, Charles G. (Prof., NY)-260 Chebacco Rd., S. Hamilton, MA 01982
Schmurr, Roger W. (Gen. Sec., S)-Res.: 1380 Green Rd., Roslyn, PA 19001
Office: 7401 Old York Rd., Philadelphia, PA 19126
Scipione, George C. (P, NJ)-R.D. 2, Box 301, Phillipsburg, NJ 08865
Semel, Lawrence (HM, 0)-773 Briarwood St., Morgantown, WV 26505
Shank, H. Carl (P, MA)-4 Simeon Lane, Sterling, VA 22170
Shaw, Richard A. (P, D)-130 Oak St., Box 25, Bridgewater, SD 57319
Shepherd, Norman (Prof., Ph)-333 Cherry Lane, Glenside, PA 19038
Shishko, William (P, NY)-882 Garfield St., Franklin Square, NY 11010
Sibley, Laurence C., Jr. (Admin., NY)-47 Knock Knoll Circle, Willow Grove, PA 19090
Skilton, John H., Ph.D. (E, NY)-930 W. Olney Ave., Philadelphia, PA 19141
Sloat, Leslie W. (Prof. Ph)-Box 101, Mt. Holly, NJ 08060
Smith, Lendall H. (FM, NJ)-P.O. Box 191, Taichung, Taiwan 400, Republic of China
Solis, Salvador M. (P, NC)-1085 Sargent Dr., Sunnyvale, CA 94087
Son, Young J. (FM, Ph)-95-3 Yunhi Dong, Sudaimoon Gu, Seoul, Korea 120; Furlough
address (after June, 1981): 2152 Keith Rd., Abington, PA 19001
. Spencer, Duane E., D.D. (Ret., D)-13735 Stoney Hill, San Antonio, TX 78231
Stanton, Charles E. (P, NY)-R.D. 1, Box 101C, Fort Fairfield, ME 04742
Stanton, Donald F. (P, MW)-12700 14 Mile Rd., Greenville, MI 48838
Steever, Albert W., Jr. (P, NJ)-1300 Newton Ave., W. Collingswood, NJ 08107

FORTY-EIGHTH
GENERAL
ASSEMBLY

24 I

Steltzer, Arthur J.(P, Ph)--1811 Gravers Lane, Wilmington, DE 19810
Stewart, Leonard N. (MA)-4515 Sandy Spring Rd., Burtonsville, MD 20730
Stingley, Michael D. (P, SC)-l330-lst St., Manhattan Beach, CA 90266
Stonehouse, Bernard J. (HM, P)-2450 Norwood Ave., Roslyn, PA 19001
Strimple, Robert B., Th.D. (Prof., SC)-545 Howe PI., Escondido, CA 92025
Sutton, Stanford M., Jr. (P, NY)-23 Neal St., Portland, ME 04102
Swanson, C. Herbert (D)-1201 N.W. 105th Terrace, Oklahoma City, OK 73114
Tanzie, Robert H. (P, NJ)-11 Park Dr., Bellmawr, NJ 08030
Taws, Donald H. (P, S)--1551 N.W. 47th Ave., Lauderhill, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33313
Taylor, Gerald S. (P, D)-521 Lincoln St., Winner, SD 57580
Tenpass, Merlyn (P, MW)-6172 Westlins, Kalamazoo, MI 49007
Thompson, John H., Jr. (Ret., S)-P.O. Box 15456, Orlando, FL 32858
Tickner, David G. (P, SC)--1313 Spruce St., South Pasadena, CA 91030
Tolsma, Cornelius (P, MW)-N86 W17295 Joss PI., Menomonee Falls, WI 53051
Traylor, Terry (S)-9730 S.W. 163rd St., Miami, F L 33157
Tucker, Kelly G. (Ret., NY)-2734 Woodbine, Grandville, MI 49418
Tyson, Thomas E. (P, MA)-709 Downs Dr., Silver Spring, MD 20904
Uomoto, George Y. (FM, NW)-7-18-6 Nakayama, Sendai, 980, Japan
Urban, Edwin C. (P, MA)-P.O. Box 1556, 212 S. King St., Leesburg, VA 22075
Vail, Laurence N. (Gen. Sec., MA)-Res.: 70 Twin Brooks Dr., Willow Grove, PA 19090
Office: 7401 Old York Rd., Philadelphia, PA 19126
Van Camp, Sidney W. (P, D)--15180 Montview Blvd., Aurora, CO 80011
Vandenbroek, Huibert J. (P, D)-5635 Salt Valley View, Lincoln, NE 68512
Van Gemeren, Willem A., Ph.D. (Prof., 0)-I01 Linda Dr., Clinton, MS 39056
van Houte, Daniel, Ph.D. (Ret., SC)-10308 S.E. D St., Milwaukie, OR 97222
van Houte, Samuel, Ph.D. (P, NW)--17377 S.E. Colina Vista Ave., Milwaukie, OR 97222
Van Til, Cornelius, Ph.D. (Ret., Ph)-l6 Rich Ave., Philadelphia, PA 19118
Vera, Jose (P, S)-5561 N.W. 194th Lane, Miami, F L 33055
Verhage, John (Ret., D)-4755 E. Highline Pl., Denver, CO 80222
Vining, Robert L. (Ret., S)-800 N. Hastings St., Apt. 12, Orlando, FL 32808
Volz, Edward L. (Tea., NW)-415-240th St. S.W., Bothell, WA 9801 1
Voorhees, Reginald (Ret., D)--1925 S. 49th St., Omaha, NE 68106
Wagner, Roger (P, NC)-21948 Crystal Falls Dr. W,, Sonora, CA 95370
Warren, William E. (P, SC)-9826 Luders Ave., Garden Grove, CA 92644
Watson, Douglas A. (P, Ph)-301 N. Porter St., Seaford, DE 19973
Welmers, William E., Ph.D. (Prof., SC)-2272 Overland Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90064
West, Jim (PI, NC)-1563 Willowmont Ave., San Jose, CA 95118
Whitman, H. Morton (P, MA)-P.O. Box 1217, 406 Jamestown Rd., Williamsburg, VA 23185
Wiers, John R. (P, MW)--1621 N. Church St., Decatur, IL 62526
Wikholm, Andrew E. (MA)-209 E. 4th Ave., Escondido, CA 92025
Williams, Eugene B. (NW)-8625 S.W. 10th Ave., Portland, OR 97219
Williams, Stephen R. (SC)-18247 Studebaker #177, Cerritos, CA 90701
Winward, Douglas C., Jr. (P, Ph)-R.D. 1, Fawn Grove, PA 17321
Wirth, Richard J. (P, NY)--100 Forest Ave., Bangor, ME 04401
Wisdom, Christopher H. (P, D)-I 1104 Hannett NE, Albuquerque, NM 871 12
Woolard, Gordon T. (P, S)-2632 Byron Circle, Tallahassee, FL 32308
Woolley, Paul, D.D. (Ret., Ph)-505 E. Willow Grove Ave., Wyndmoor, PA 19118
Wright, Malcolm L. (NY)-Box 1073, Danbury, CT 06810
Wynja, Richard (P, D)-2391 East 100, Denver, CO 80229
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INDEX
Advisory Committee # I
Appointed, 21
Matter referred to, 21
Report and recommendations, 95; actions on, 95
Advisory Committee #2
Appointed, 22
Matters referred to, 22
Report and recommendations, 108; actions on, 108
Advisory Committee #3
Appointed, 22
Matters referred to, 22
Report and recommendations, 43-44; action on, 44
Advisory Committee #4
Appointed, 22
Matters referred to, 22
Report and recommendations, 69, 115; actions on, 69
Advisory Committee #5
Appointed, 22
Matters referred to, 22
Report and recommendations, 138-139; actions on, 134, 139
Advisory Committee #6, not used, 22
Advisory Committee #7
Appointed, 22
Matters referred to, 22, 123
Report and recommendations, 123, 132, 134, 184; action on, 134
Advisory Committee #8
Appointed , 22
Matters referred to, 22
Report and recommendations, 159-160; actions on, 163, 166
Advisory Committee #8, Minority of
Report and recommendations, 161-163; action on, 165
Advisory Committee #9
Appointed, 22
Matters referred to, 22
Report and recommendations, 133-134; actions on, 134, 170, 171
Advisory Committee #lo, not used, 22
Advisory Committee #11, not used, 22
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Advisory Committee # 12
Appointed, 22
Matters referred to, 22
Report and recommendations, 177-178, 180; actions on, 178, 180
Advisory Committee # 13
Appointed, 23
Matters referred to, 23
Report and recommendations, 140-141; actions on, 21, 23, 141
Appeals and Complaints, Committee on
Member elected, 185; listed, 229
Report, 139, 185; actions on, 22, 23, 185
Apportionment of 49th General Assembly, 224
Arrangements for the 49th General Assembly, Committee on
Erected, 186
Listed, 229
Assistant Clerk, appointed, 29; listed 2
Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church
See Ecumenicity and Interchurch Relations, Report of Committee on, 142
Fraternal.delegate from, enrolled, 44; addresses Assembly, 108
Biblical Teachings on Loans, Committee to Study the
Erected, 139
Members appointed, 139; listed, 229
Book on Discipline (See Revisions to the Book of Discipline, Etc.)
Braswell, Joseph P. & Dillard, Daniel J.
Complaint ( I ) to 47th G. A. from, see report of Committee to Meet with Complainants,
135ff., and report of Advisory Committee #5, 138-139
Budget Fund, General Assembly
Budget (1980-1981), report on, 25
Budget (1981-1982), presented 184-185; action in r e , 185
Contribution for 1981-1982 set, 184, 185
Canadian Reformed Churches
See Ecumenicity and Interchurch Relations, Report of Committee on, 143
Fraternal Delegate from, enrolled, 123; addresses Assembly, 164
Center for Urban Theological Studies, 30ff.
Actions concerning, 44
Chapel, Boardwalk, 7, 141
Chaplains Commission
Member elected, 183; listed, 229
Report and recommendations, 182ff.; action on, 23, 183
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Christian Education, Committee on
Members elected, 108; listed, 227
Minutes approved, 170
Report and recommendations, 96ff.; actions in re, 22
Christian Reformed Church
See Ecumenjcity and Interchurch Relations, Report of Committee on, 143-144
Fraternal Delegate from, enrolled, 69; addresses Assembly, 141
Clerks of Previous Assemblies, listed, 226
Clerks of sessions, listed, 230ff.
Committees: Special
See: Appeals and Complaints
Arrangements for the 49th Assembly
Biblical Teachings on Loans
Chaplains Commission
Financial Oversight
Historian
OPC Involvement in CUTS
Principles of Diaconal Ministry
Race
Reformed Ecumenical Synod Matters
Revisions to the Book of Discipline and the Directory for Worship
Listed, with membership, 229
Committees, Standing
See: Christian Education
Date, Place and Travel
Diaconal Ministries
Ecumenicity and Interchurch Relations
Foreign Missions
Home Missions and Church Extensions
Pensions
Stewardship
Trustees of the General Assembly
Listed, with membership, 227-228
Committees, Temporary, 48th Assembly
See: Advisory, #1 through #13
General Assembly Fund Review
Overtures and Communications
Presbyterial Records
Standing Committee Records
Communications, texts of, 9ff.; actions in re, 21-23
Complaints, texts of, 18-20; actions in re, 23, 139, 141, 185
Convening, Recessing and Reconvening
Actual times noted, 3, 23, 42, 44, 69, 94, 108, 123, 134, 141, 161, 163, 164, 165, 167
Times set for, 21, 42, 165, 167, 182
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Corresponding Clerk
Elected, 26
Recommendation concerning, 26; adopted, 26
Corresponding members of Assembly listed, 5
I

Cottenden, George R., addresses Assembly, 94
Date and Place of 49th Assembly determined, 181, 182
Date, Place and Travel, Committee on
Members appointed, 23
Members elected, 182; listed, 228
Minutes approved, 170
Recommendations of, in re
Date and Place of 49th Assembly, 181; acted on, 182
Travel Fund, 29, 108, 161; actions on, 29, 108, 161, 182
Reports of, 6, 29, 108, 161, 181-182
Devotional services, 3, 44,123, 163, 165
Diaconal Ministries, Committee on
Action in re, 166
Communication (9) from 17; action on, 123
Members elected, 123; listed, 228
Minutes approved, 170
Report and recommendations, 116ff.; actions on, 22, 123
Dillard, Daniel J., and Braswell, Joseph P.
Compaint (1) to 47th G. A. from, see report of Committee to Meet with Complainants,
135ff., and report of Advisory Committee #5, 138-139
,

Directory for Worship (See Revisions to the Book of Discipline and the Directory for Worship)
Dissolution of Assembly, 186
Docket, adoption of, 21
Ecumenicity and Interchurch Relations, Committee on
Members elected, 167; listed, 228
Minutes approved, 170
Report and recommendations, 142ff.; actions on, 22, 23, 164, 165, 166, 167
Ecumenicity and Interchurch Relations, Minority of Committee on
Report and recommendations, 158-159

El Camino OPC, Goleta, Calif.
Complaint (2) from, 20; action on, 185

Ex officio commissioners listed, 5
Financial Oversight, Committee on
Report and recommendation, 69; action on, 22, 69
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Foreign Missions, Committee on
Members elected, 95; listed, 227
Minutes approved, 170
Report, 70ff.; action in re, 21
Request to, 95
Form of Government
Proposal to amend, 8, 29
Fraternal Delegates to the 48th Assembly
See: Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church
Canadian Reformed Churches
Christian Reformed Church
Presbyterian Church in America
Reformed Church in the United States
Reformed Presbyterian Church, Evangelical Synod
Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America
Fraternal Delegates to Other Bodies
See Ecumenicity and Interchurch Relations, Report of Committee on, 142ff.
General Assembly
Date and Place for 49th Assembly determined, 167
General Assembly Funds
See: Budget Fund, General Assembly
Travel Fund, General Assembly
General Assembly Fund Review, Committee on
Appointed, 23
Report, 184-185; action on, 185
Hard, Theodore, addresses Assembly, 94
Historian
Recommendations concerning, 133; action on, 171
Elected, 171; listed, 229
Report of, 170; action on, 22, 133, 171
Home Missions and Church Extension, Committee on
Members elected, 69; listed, 227
Minutes approved, 170
Report, 45ff.; action on, 22
Supplementary report, 66-68
Hospitalization Plan (See Pensions, Committee on)
Korean American Presbyterian Church
See Ecumenicity and Interchurch Relations, Report of Committee on, 144
Kuschke, Arthur W., Jr., Complaint (1) from, 18-20; action on, 23, 141
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Meet with Complainants, Committee to
Report and recommendations, 135ff.; actions on, 22, 139
Ministers of the Church, listed, 235ff.
Minutes, 48th Assembly, approved, 23, 44, 123, 163, 176, 186
Moderator, 47th Assembly, address by, 3
Moderator, 48th Assembly, elected, 6, 20; listed, 2
Rulings of, 44, 141, 164
Moderators of previous Assemblies, listed, 225
North American Presbyterian and Reformed Council
See Ecumenicity and Interchurch Relations, Report of Committee on, 147-148
OPC Involvement in CUTS, Committee on
Report and recommendations, 30ff; actions on, 22, 44
OPC Involvement in CUTS, Minority of Committee on
Report and recommendations, 36ff.; actions on, 22
Ordination dates, survey of, 6
Overtures, texts, 7-8; actions in re, 21-23
Overtures and Communications, Committee on
Appointed, 23
Matters referred to, 23
Report and recommendations, 28-29, 108, 183, 184; actions on, 29, 108, 184
Pensions, Committee on
Members elected, 132; listed, 227
Minutes approved, 170
Report and recommendations, 123ff.; actions on, 22, 132
Presbyterial Records, Committee on
Appointed, 23
Report, 167-169; actions in re, 21, 164, 169
Presbyterian and Reformed Joint Commission on Chaplains and Military Personnel
See Chaplains Commission
Presbyterian Church in America
See Ecumenicity and Interchurch Relations, Report of Committee on, 144-145
Communication (1) from, 9-10; action on, 22, 23, 160
Fraternal Delegates from, introduced, 42; enrolled, 44, 115; addresses Assembly, 134
Invitation to join, 9-10, 149ff., 164, 165

247

248

FORTY-EIGHTH

GENERAL
ASSEMBLY

Presbyteries
Dakotas
Minutes approved, 169
Overture (1) from, 7; action on, 22, 160
Roll of commissioners, 3
Statistics, 188-191
Mid-Atlantic
Communication (4) from, 15; action on, 22, 160
Minutes approved, 169
Roll of commissioners, 3
.
Statistics, 192-195
a

,

Midwest
Communication (3) from, 15; actions on, 23, 29, I84
Minutes approved, 169
Roll of commissioners, 4
Statistics, 196-199
New Jersey
Communication ( 5 ) from, 15; actions on, 22, 160
Minutes approved, 169
Overture (2) from, 7; action on, 21, 141
Roll of commissioners, 4
Statistics, 200-203
New York and New England
Communication (10) from, 17; action on, 22, 160
Minutes approved, 169
Overture (3) from, 8; action on, 23, 29, 108
Roll of commissioners, 4
Statistics, 204-207
Northern California
Communication (8) from, 16; action on, 22, 160
Minutes approved, 169
Roll of commissioners, 4
Statistics, 208-209
North west
Communication (7) from, 16; action on, 22, 160
Minutes approved, 169
Roll of commissioners, 4
Statistics, 210-211
Ohio
Communication (6) from, 16; action on, 22, 160
Minutes approved, 169
Roll of commissioners, 4
Statistics, 2 12-213

,
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Philadelphia

Communication (2) from, 11-14; action on, 23, 141
Minutes approved, 169
Roll of commissioners,,4
Statistics, 2 14-217
South

Minutes approved, 169
Roll of commissioners, 5
Statistics, 218-219
Southern California

Instruction to, 169
Minutes approved, 169
Roll of commissioners, 5
Statistics, 220-222
Principles of Diaconal Ministry, Committee on
Members listed, 229
Report and recommendations, 183-184; action on, 22, 184
Race, Committee on
Members listed, 229
Report of, 184; actions on, 22, 184
Recessing and reconvening, times set for, 21, 42
Reformed Church in the U.S.
See Ecumenicity and Interchurch Relations, Report of Committee on, 145
Fraternal Delegate from, enrolled, 134; addresses Assembly, 167
Reformed Churches in the Netherlands
See Reformed Ecumenical Synod Matters, Report of Committee on, 173ff.
Action on, 177, 178
Reformed Churches in the Netherlands (Liberated)
See Ecumenicity and Interchurch Relations, Report of Committee on, 148, 149
Reformed Ecumenical Synod
Missions Conference, 178
Missions Correspondent for, report of, 178ff.; action on, 22; listed, 229
OPC portion of budget for, set, 177, 185
Reformed Ecumenical Synod Matters, Committee on
Members listed, 229
Report and recommendations, 171ff.; actions on, 22, 178
Reformed Presbyterian Church, Evangelical Synod
See Ecumenicity and Interchurch Relations, Report of Committee on, 146
Fraternal Delegate from, enrolled, 44; addresses Assembly, 134
Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America
See Ecumenicity and Interchurch Relations, Report of Committee on, 146-147
Fraternal Delegate from, enrolled, 69; addresses Assembly, 94
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Revisions to the Book of Discipline and the Directory for Worship, Committee on
Members listed, 229
Report and recommendations, 133; actions on, 22, 134, 170
Richardson, Willie, addresses Assembly, 43
Ricks, Eric F., addresses Assembly, 43
Roll of Assembly, 3ff.
Rules for Examining Presbyterial Minutes, proposal to amend, 169
SAVE Teams, address concerning, 69
Standing Committees (See Committees, Standing)
Standing Committee Records, Committee on
Appointed, 23
Report and recommendations, 169-170; actions on, 170
Standing Rules
Amendments adopted, 21
Amendments proposed, 26, 184
Stated Clerk, 47th Assembly
Report and recommendations, 24; actions on, 23, 28, 29
Stated Clerk, 48th Assembly
Actions in re, 26
Elected, 26; listed, 2
Statistical Report, 187ff.
Summaries of statistics, 223-224
Statistician
Elected, 29; listed, 2
Report, 27-28, 187-224; action on, 23, 28
Stewardship, Committee on
Matter referred to, 69
Members elected, 115; listed, 228
Minutes approved, 176
Report and recommendation, 109ff.; actions on, 22, 115
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