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MINUTES OF T H E
TWENTY-FIFTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY
of

T H E ORTHODOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
WISCONSIN
MEETINGAT OOSTBURC,
June 3-10, 1958
TUESDAY EVENING, JUNE 3
The Rev. Bruce F. Hunt, Moderator of the Twenty-fourth General Assembly, opened
the Communion Service preceding the Twenty-fifth General Assembly at 8 :00 o’clock,
June 3, 1958, at the Bethel Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Oostburg, Wisconsin. Mr.
Hunt delivered a sermon, an exposition of his text, John 21:lSff. Following the sermon
the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was administered by Mr. Hunt, assisted by the Rev.
Messrs. George Y. Uomoto and Albert G. Edwards, and by ruling elders Thomas E.
Redford, Walter T. Oliver, Garret A. Hoogerhyde and L. Halsey Perry.
WEDNESDAY MORNING
The Twenty-fifth General Assembly was called to order at 8:02 o’clock and was constituted with prayer by Mr. Hunt, following a devotional service at 7:40 o’clock led by
the Rev. George E. Haney, Jr.
The roll of commissioners follows:
Presbytery of California
Ministers: Edwards E. Elliott, Bruce F. Hunt, Edward L. Kellogg, James E. Moore,
Robert E. Nicholas, Arthur 0. Olson, Jack J. Peterson, Dwight H. Poundstone,
George Y. Uomoto.
Presbytery of t h e Dakotas
Ministers: Herbert S . Bird, Bruce A. Coie, Elmer M. Dortzbach, Abe W. Ediger,
V. Robert Nilson, Robert D. Sander, Laurence N. Vail.
Ruling Elder: Thomas E. Redford.
Presbytery of N e w Jersey
Ministers : William Harllee Bordeaux, Th.D., Calvin A. Busch, Leonard F. Chanoux,
Ralph E. Clough, Edmund P. Clowney, Glenn R. Coie, Raymond E. Commeret,
Harvie M. Conn, John Davies, Everett C. DeVelde, Leslie A. Dunn, Albert G.
Edwards, LeRoy B. Oliver, Carl J. Reitsma, Henry P. Tavares.
Ruling Elders: Garret A. Hoogerhyde, L. Halsey Perry.
Presbytery of N e w York and N e w England
Ministers: Robert W. Anderson, John J. de Waard, Harold L. Dorman, Herbert
V. G. DuMont, Theodore J. Georgian, John C. Hills, Raymond M. Meiners,
John Murray, C. Herbert Oliver, Roger G. Shafer, Charles E. Stanton, G. I.
Williamson.
Ruling Elder: Arthur L. Comstock.
Presbytery of O h i o
Ministers: Calvin K. Cummings, Cromwell G. Roskamp.
Presbytery of Philadelphia
Ministers: Robert L. Atwell, Lester R. Bachman, John P. Clelland, Charles H. Ellis,
Henry H. Fikkert, Arthur A. Froehlich, John P. Galbraith, Robert H. Graham,
Robley J. Johnston, Arthur W. Kuschke, Jr., Robert S . Marsden, William H.
McDowell, Leslie W. Sloat, G. Travers Sloyer, Robert L. Thoburn, Robert L.
Vining, George J. Willis, Paul Woolley, Raymond 0. Zorn.
Ruling Elder: Walter T. Oliver.
Presbytery of Wisconsin
Ministers: Robert K. Churchill, Lawrence R. Eyres, Richard B. Gaffin, George E.
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Haney, Jr., George W. Marston, Robert M. Nuermberger, Henry D. Phillips,
Edwin C. Urban, John Verhage.
Ruling Elders: Earl De Master, Phares Z. Lefever (alternate), Harry L. Harmelink,
W. Harmelink (alternate), Chester Heuver (alternate), Herbert Prange (alternate), E. Wieberdink (alternate), Guy Lundvall.
Total Commissioners: Ministers 73; Ruling Elders 8.

On motion the Rev. Thompson L. Casey, Jr. of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.
was invited to sit as a corresponding member.
The report of the Stated Clcrk was presented as follows:
The Minutes of the Twenty-fourth General Assembly were transmitted to the Committee on Home Missions and Church Extension for publication late in July, 1957. They
were published and distributed in Septcrnber. Several typographical errors were brought to
the attention of the Clerk.
The Statistical Report could not be printed in time for distribution at this Assembly
since a sufficient number of reports from the churches were not on hand by the final deadline, May 17th. They have, however, been completed and are being printed for inclusion
with the Minutes of the Assembly.
T h e Twenty-fourth Assembly proposed to this Assembly that Standing Rule No. 21
referring to the Assistant Clerk be amended by the addition of the sentence, “He shall receive an honorarium of twenty-five dollars.”
On motion Standing Rule No. 21, referring to the assistant clerk, was amended by the
addition of the sentence, “He shall receive an honorarium of twenty-five dollars.”
On motion the Clerk was asked to comment on the Statistical Report.
The following were nominated for the office of Stated Clerk: Messrs. Graham,
Marsden, Vining, and L. Oliver. Mr. Oliver was elected on the second ballot.
The following were nominated for the office of
Oliver, Dunn, Hills, Georgian, Clowney, and Atwell.
The Moderator ruled that if there be no election
two nominees receiving the lowest number of votes are
Mr. Clowney was elected on the third ballot and
propriate greetings were given him by Mr. Hunt.

Moderator: Messrs. Moore, C. H.
on the first ballot the names of the
to be dropped.
was escorted to the chair where ap-

The following were nominated for the office of Assistant Clerk: Messrs. Vining,
Phillips, and Edwards. Mr. Phillips was elected.
On amended motion, the times of convening, recess, and reconvening were set as
follows:
Daily - Convene at 8: 00 a.m. following a twenty-minute devotional service.
Recess - 9:45-1O:OO a.m.
Recess - 11 :45 a.m., reconvene - 1 : 15 p.m.
Recess - 3:30-3:45 p.m.
Recess - 5:45 p.ni.; reconvene 7: 15 p.m., except Thursday, 7:30 p.m. for
Popular Service of Committees on Home and Foreign Missions.
Saturday - adjourn no later than 12:30 p.m. unless Monday meetings are necessary, in which case business will be recessed at 3:OO p.m.
The following COMMUNICATlONS were presented:
No. 1 , from the Presbytery of iVew York and NCWEngland-
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July 29, 1957
T h e Rev. Robert S. Marsden, Clerk
Twenty-fourth General Assembly
460 N. Union Street
Middletown, Pa.
Dear Mr. Marsden:
I just received your letter relative to the action of the General Assembly concerning
the minutes of the Presbytery of New York and New England.
I had been wondering what is done in the event that the report of the Committee on
the Examination of Presbyterial Records makes a mistake? At any rate, I’ll indicate to you
where I feel the error was made, and if anything is done, all right, and if not, all right.
In the report that you sent, it is stated that there is an adjourned meeting on p. 98
but that there is no apparent action in a previous stated meeting to adjourn to meet for
such a purpose. However, in the minutes of the previous stated meeting, p. 95, the following occurs:
“It was nioved and carried that the moderator be authorized to appoint a corninittee to
arrange for the ordination and installation of Mr. Anderson as the pastor of the First
Orthodox Presbyterian Church of Hamden at the earliest time convenient for all
parties concerned, and that Presbytery when i t adjourns at this meeting adjourn to
meet at the call of the moderator for the puppose of conducting this business.”
Cordially in Christ,
Dale N. Snyder
Stated Clerk

No. 2, from the Fonnosa MissionMay 24th, 1958

Greetings to t h e 2 5 t h General Assenably of the Orthodox Presbyterian Clzurch
meeting in Oostburg, Wiscoizsin, June 3 4 1958.
T h e Taiwan Mission of the Orthodox Prcsbyterian Church greets the 25th General
Assembly convened in Oostburg, Wisconsin. Our best wishes are with you, as also our
prayers, that the great Shepherd of the sheep may, by His Spirit, so guide and direct your
deliberations that glory may redound to the Name of our Triune God.
It is our desire that these greetings should lay before you a vision of the harvest fields
of Formosa and that they should sound in your ears an echoing appeal for laborers.
Your missionaries already here have, in the past year, by preaching to both believers
and unbelievers, by teaching prospective church leaders, by personal visitation and counsel,
and by the translation, publication and dissemination of literature that expounds and proclaims our Faith, been seeking to build up the Church of Jesus Christ on Taiwan.
Our efforts have been among three groups: the Mainlanders, the Ho-lo Taiwanese,
and the Hakka Taiwanese. T h e mainland Chinese number about 2,000,000; the Ho-lo
Taiwanese, 7,000,000; and the Hakka Taiwanese, 1,000,000. We want you to have a
clear picture of the situation in each of these fields.
Ninety per cent of the Protestant missionaries here are working in the Chinese National language of the mainlanders, and it appears that this field, comparatively speaking,
is being well-worked. W e are hopeful that the prospective arrival of Westminster Seminarytrained personnel of the same upbringing and outlook as our mainland friends will enable
us to hand over some of the responsibility for such work to more competent hands and that
w7e may be able to give more of our time to serve in needier fields.
Very few of the Protestant missionaries here are qualified to do effective work among
the 8,000,000 Ho-lo and Hakka Talwanese who comprise 4/5 of the population. Millions of these people are still steeped in idolatry and superstition, although the literacy rate
is very high and the standard of living is the fourth highest in Asia. T h e Presbyterian
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Church of Formosa (Taiwan), which is the largest ecclesiastical organization working
among these people and among the seven aboriginal mountain tribes, conducts its services
in the Taiwanese (Ho-lo) and Hakka dialects and its assemblies entirely in Taiwanese
(Ho-lo). This, by the way, is the native tongue of most of the millions of Chinese in the
countries of Southeast Asia still open to the gospel. While the Chinese National language
is understood and used by all the younger folk and can therefore be used in student meetings and Bible classes, and effective rapport with older members of families or with the
churches requires a knowledge of the native dialects. This, only 10% of the Protestant
missionaries here have. W e ourselves have been working in and alongside T h e Presbyterian
Church ever since we arrived on the island more than eight years ago, but we have only
recently made official contact with it through our statement of position and purpose which
was submitted to the 1958 General Assembly and in translation to all the congregations.
T h e next few years will be crucial ones in determining the direction the Church is to take.
None of our missionaries are yet able to communicate in the language of the Church.
There is therefore a tremendous need for Reformed missionaries knowing these dialects.
T h e neediest of the groups among whom we are working are the Hakka. After 50
years of labor, there are not many more than 500 Christians in the Hsinchu area. Among
the 700,000 people in this area, there are only three missionaries, six Hakka pastors and
three or four preachers with seminary training. I n contrast, there are fully 200 Roman
Catholic priests and nuns working in the same area. There is a crying need, therefore, for
more missionaries among the Hakka.
W e have no work at all among the seven aboriginal tribes, where the number of
churches continues to increase at a phenomenal rate - now more than half the total number of congregations in the Presbyterian Church of Taiwan - and where, because there are
almost no pastors to shepherd them, the threat of Romanism is as great or even greater
than among the Hakka. Many missionaries are therefore needed to shepherd these people.
In view of this situation, our appeal this year, as last year, is, “Come over and help
US!’,

Yours,
Fraternally in Christ,
T h e Taiwan Mission.

No. 3, from the Stated Clerk of Eureka Classis of the Reformed Church in the U. S.
certifying that the Rev. K. J. Stuebbe had been duly elected as fraternal delegate from that
body to the General Assembly of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church.
No. 4, from the Rev. Clarence W. Duff declining appointment as alternate delegate
to the Reformed Ecumenical Synod meeting in South Africa, and sending greetings from
the Eritrea Mission.
T h e following OVERTURES were presented:

No. 1 - from the Presbytery of the Dakotas
T o rescind that part of the action of the Twenty-fourth General Assembly which involved the sending of a second delegate to the Reformed Ecumenical Synod, meeting
in South Africa in 1958. Concurred in by the presbyteries of New Jersey, Philadelphia, and Ohio.
No. 2 - from the Presbytery of New York and New England
T o urge the sessions and presbyteries to be diligent in applying in their instruction
and discipline the principles and conclusions set forth in the report on secret societies
submitted to the 17th General Assembly.
No. 3 - from the Presbytery of New York and New England
T o elect a committee of five to study and report on thc communion of the Moly
Spirit in respect to the daily life of the Christian.
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Presbytery of the Dakotas

To instruct the Committee on a Hymnal to give to the churches one additional hymn
book for each twenty dollars contributed to the Hymnal Fund.
No. 5 - from the Presbytery of New Jersey
T o establish a Presbytery of the South, to be composed of the three churches in
Florida and the church in Valdosta, Georgia.
No. 6 - from the Presbytery of Philadelphia
T o erect a new presbytery to be known as the Presbytery of the South and consisting
of the following congregations: Fort Lauderclale Church, Fort Lauderdale, Florida,
Sharon Church, Hialeah, Florida, both now in the Presbytery of New Jersey; and
Westminstcr Church, Valdosta, Georgia, and First Church, Maitland, Florida, both
now in the Presbytery of Philadelphia; and that this presbytery include the states of
South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Tennessee.
T h e Assembly recessed at 9:45 o'clock after prayer by Mr. DuMont.
T h e Assembly reconvened at 10:00 o'clock.
T h e following COMPLAINTS were presented :

No. 1 - of Messrs. Bernard R. Grunstra, Walter T. Oliver, and G. Travcrs Sloyer against
the Presbytery of Philadelphia in its ruling regarding certain adherents of the Peniel
Bible Conference in Redeemer Church, Manoa, Pennsylvania, and its directive to thc
Session to abandon an alleged procedure of that Conference and to resist it in a
program of instruction in the Church.
No. 2 - of G. A. Nitshe, Jr., M.D., against the delinquency of the Session of Calvary
Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Bridgeton, New Jersey, in connection with the maintenance of the purity of the church under its care.
No. 3 - of Rev. Messrs. Robert L. Atwell, Henry H. Fikkert, and Charles 13.. Ellis (except for section No. 2 of the supporting material), against the Presbytery of Philadelphia in dissolving the pastoral relation between the Rev. G. Travers Sloyer and the
Redeemer Church.
Supporting documents, answers to judicatories complained against, and other relevant
papers were also presented.
Information on additional communications ~7aspresented by Mr. Marsden, clerk oF
the Twenty-fourth General Assembly.
On amended motion the docket was adopted.
T h e Moderator appointed the following to the Committee on Overtures and Communications: the Rev. Messrs. Graham, Peterson, Ellis and Messrs. Hoogcrhyde and
DeMaster.
T h e Moderator ruled that he was in error in appointing this committee without
proper authority of the Assembly. He further ruled that items 10: a, b, c, d, and e, having
to do with appointment of committees, were not essential to the docket.
On amended motion the Moderator was authorized to appoint a committee of five on
Overtures and Communications, and Communications 1 to 4, Overtures 1 to 6, and the
communication from the International Council of Christian Churches inviting the Orthodox Presbyterian Church to be represented at the Fourth Plenary Congress in Brazil,
were referred to this committee.

On amended motion it was determined to erect a committee of three members to examine Complaint No. 1 against the Presbytery of Philadelphia to determine whether the
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complaint is properly before the Assembly and to present it, if proper, to the Assembly.
The Moderator appointed Messrs. Churchill, Hills, and Kellogg to this comrnittce.
O n motion Mr. Hills was excused from serving on the committee. Mr. Poundstone
was appointed by the Moderator to take Mr. Hills’ place.
On motion it was determined to erect a committee of three to examine Complaint
No. 3 against the Presbytery of Philadelphia to determine whether the complaint is properly before the Assembly and to present it, if proper, to the Assembly.

A committee was erected to deal similarly with Complaint No. 2 against the Presbytcry of New Jersey.
T h e Moderator appointed the following to the Committee on Overtures and Communications: the Rev. Messrs. Graham, Peterson, Ellis and Messrs. Hoogerhyde and
DeMaster.
T h e Rev. Messrs. Cummings, Nicholas, and B. Coie were appointcd to consider Complaint No. 2 against the Presbytery of New Jersey.
T h e Rev. Messrs. Vining and Zorn, and Mr. Redford, were appointed to the Committee to Examine Presbyterial Records.
Mr. Georgian presented a preliminary report of the Committee on Travel Fund as
follows:
T h e Committee makes the following recommendations regarding disbursing the Travel
Fund:
1. Commissioners shall receive travel compensation upon presentation of mileage
vouchers, mileage being computed according to Rand-McNally United States Mileage
Chart.
2. Absentees from any session of Assembly shall be eligible for travel compensation
only by specific action of the Assembly authorizing such compensation,
3. All vouchers must be presented by Thursday, 5:45 p.m.
Mr. Churchill, a member of the Committee on Home Missions and Church Extension,
presented the report of that Committee as follows:
REPORT OF
‘THE COMMITTEE ON HOME MISSIONS AND CHURCH EXTENSION
During the fiscal year ending March 31, 1958 home missionary work was supported in
the following 20 fields in 12 states:
Baltimore, Maryland
Hialeah, Florida
Bangor, Maine
Lincoln, Nebraska
Center Square, Pennsylvania
Ludlow, Smyrna, and Houlton, Maine
Chula Vista, California
Manoa, Pennsylvania
Crescent Park, New Jersey
National City, California
Evergreen Park, Illinois
Stratford, New Jersey
Fair Lawn, New Jersey
Thornton, Colorado
Fall River, Massachusetts
Westchester, Illinois
Gresham, Wisconsin
Wheaton, Illinois
Hatboro, Pennsylvania
Whittier, California

CHANGES
In Evergreen Park, Illinois, the Rev. Robert M. Nuermberger resigned as of Februay
I , 1958. Aid to the church will be resumed when a successor is obtained.
In Manoa, Pennsylvania, the pastoral relationship of the Rev. G. Travers Sloyer to the
church was dissolved in January. Aid was terminated on March 31.
In Hialeah, Florida, the Rev. Robert M. Lucas resigned in November. T h e Rev. Glenn
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13. Coie, of Long Beach, California, was then called to this field and accepted the call. Mr.
Lucas remained until Mr. Coie’s arrival early in February.

NEWWORK
The committee undertook responsibility for two new fields this ycar.
In May the work in Stratford, New Jersey, which had been conducted previously on
a part-time basis with the support and assistance of Immanuel Church of Crescent Park and
Immanuel Church of West Collingswoocl, was put on a full-time basis with Licentiate
(now the Rev.) Harvie M. Conn as the missionary.
In Wheaton, Illinois, several families had expressed for some time a strong desire to
have our church’s testimony there. Licentiate Edwin C. Urban was engaged to work there
for three months in the fall of the year in order to determine the feasibility of establishing
there a permanent field. At the end of that period it was decided to continue the work on
a permanent basis, and the Presbytery determined to ordain him.
The support of these two new fields was made possible, in large part, by the pledges
of the churches in the respective presbyteries to contribute to the Committee a sufficient
amount above their contributions of the previous year to provide for the additional expense.
ORGANIZATION
OF CHURCHES
During the year one of our chapels, Hialeah, was organized as a congregation, under
the name Sharon. Chula Vista has been organized as the Bayview Church and Stratford
has been approved for organization.

PROPERTIES
The National City church completed, the first units of their building program, for
which a dcdication service was held on March 23. T h e location of the building is within
the city limits of Sail Diego and the church’s name has been changed to the Paradise Hills
Orthodox Presbyterian Church of San Diego.
T h e Crescent Park Church has begun a substantial addition to its buil&ng and expects it to be completed during t_he summer.
In three of our fields properties were purchased during the year. Hatboro purchased
a house and building site. Whittier purchased two properties for manse and building site,
and altered one building on the property for temporary use for chapel and Sunday school.
Wheaton purchased a church building.
T h e cost of these purchases and constructions are as follows:
San Diego
$ 57,500
Crescent Park
61,645
Hatboro
23,744
Whittier
37,850
Wheaton
38,000

_________________-

_______-_______I__________-_____________I___

Total
$218,739
Architect’s plans have been prepared for the construction of buildings in three other
fields - Fair Lawn, Stratford, and Thornton - and it is expected that all will be completed
during the present year. Sites for the buildings in Stratford and Thornton were previously
purchased by the Committee.
Of the fields at present supported through the Committee, church buildings, in addition to those mentioned above, are urgentlv needed in Bangor, Chula Vista, Hatboro, Lincoln, and Whittier.
________________I________l______l_______--

EXTENSION
WORK
T h e extension work of the Committee has been modestly expanded again this year in
two particular phases - more frequent personal contact with our missionaries, and wider
contact with churches, ministers, and individuals, outside our denomination.

r
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The contact with our missionaries is of great importance to both their work and the
Committee’s assistance in it.
The work of making contact with churches outside our denomination is a type of
work whose fruit may not be seen immediately. A large part of that work this year has been
done with United Presbyterians. With the imminence of union of the United Presbyterian
Church with the Presbyterian Church in the U S A . we have sought to persuade United
Presbyterians of the error of such union. This has been done both by the Associate Secretary
personally and by literature which we have mailed. Two pamphlets were prepared for the
Committee for distribution - Do You Belong?, on the subject of corporate responsibility,
by the Rev. Professor John Murray, and The New Cunicztlum, BibZicaZ? Modernistic? NeoOrthodox?, an appraisal of the Sunday school materials of the Presbyterian Church in the
U. S.A., by the Rev. Richard W. Gray. These pamphlets were mailed to every minister
and missionary of the United Presbyterian Church and to others.
The Committee has explored methods of bringing about a closer relationship with our
presbyteries so that they might have more participation in the Committee’s work and so
that there might be a greater mutual understanding of the opportunities and needs for work
within the presbyteries and in other parts of the country, as well as enabling both the presbyteries and Committee to give more effective assistance to our already existing fields. It is
our hope that closer participation will be attained.

HOMEMISSIONARY
CONFERENCE
The conference for home missionaries which was held last year prior to the General
Assembly was so successful that the Committee arranged for another this year on a slightly
larger scale. Last year the church was informed that all the ministers of the church were
welcome; this year a specific invitation was sent to all sessions urging them to send their
pastors. The date set for the opening of this General Assembly made the holding of the
conference difficult, but the Bethel Church of Oostburg in a most gracious way made its
facilities available over the pre-assembly weekend, thus enabling the Conference to be held.
The Comrnittce is deeply grateful to the Bethel session and congregation for their generous
arid cheerful assistance and provision for our needs.
The Conference extended from Saturday, May 31 at 3:OO P. M. to Tuesday, June 3
at noon. The program included the following subjects: Missionary Methods Today, Leading Souls to Christ, Using Laymen in Evangelism, A Music Workshop, Training in Stewardship, Church Growth Within and Without the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, and
Requirements For Uniting With The Church.

CHURCH
EXTENSION
FUND
One of the great obstacles faced by our young churches is the inability to obtain funds
for an adequate church building. Last ycar we reported that we were attempting to solve
this problem. The Committee made an important step in this direction this year by establishing the Church Extension Fund.
The purpose of the Fund is to provide loans to churches for needed buildings. T h e
monies of the Fund are obtained by borrowing from individuals by three different t)npes of
loans: demand loans bearing 3%% annual interest, five-year loans bearing 4% interest,
and ten-year loans bearing 4%% interest. Descriptive literature has been prepared and
distributed and additional literature will be made available in the future. T h e response has
already been most encouraging. It is hoped that the means provided for the appointment of
an agent for the Fund in each congregation will be taken up throughout the church so the
combined resources of our people may be put to work for the church. T h e establishment af
this Fund recognizes that many of our people with meagre savings might not be able to
give from these reserves but could let the church use them effectively while they themselves
receive income at least as great as that paid by most savings institutions.
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The Church Extension Fund is to be distinguished from the Contingent Fund in that
the monies received into the former from individuals are loans which the Committee must
rcpay, while monies received into the latter are gifts. T h e Contingent Fund by no means
now loses its importance. Rather its importance is increased because funds on which we are
not obligated to pay interest will he needed increasingly for obtaining property - a residence
for a missionary in a new field where rentals may be unavailable, or for the purchase of
huilding sites, or both - and gifts will be sought for this fund from time to time.

ANNUITYFUND
Another step taken by the Committee during the year was the establishment of a gift
annuity Frogram. T h e benefits of this program for our missionary work will not be immediately available but its long-range benefits are such that the Committee believed we
should lay its foundations now.
The nature of a gift annuity program is basically that an individual makes a gift to
the Committee and in recognition of that gift the Committee issues a contract promising
to pay to the donor a specific amount of interest on the gift each year for life. T h e annuity
may be made to apply to the life of one person or to the lives of two persons, one surviving the other. T h e amount of interest on the gift is determined by the person’s age at the
time of the gift. Interest rates range from 3% to 7.4% for a single-life annuity and from
2.8% to 7.2% on a two-life survivorship annuity.
T h e rates used are those established by a large group of charitable organizations, many
of them quite prominent, known as the Conference on Gift Annuities. T h e rates are
slightly lower than those offered by some institutions. This is due to an updating of actuarial tables on account of increasing longevity and for the purpose of giving to the program the utmost soundness and of assuring donors of our ability to fulfill our contract with
them.
At the time a gift is made a portion of the gift normally would be set aside as a rescrvc from which payments to the donor would be drawn, and the balance used for the
missionary work. However, we have been advised by the actuaries who prepared the plan
for us that it would be advisable, at the beginning, to place the entire amount of such gifts
into the reserve in order to make doubly certain that our obligations will be met. At some
future time, after the fund has grown, a decision will be made to use what are known as
the “gift portions” of these donations.
Publicity for the program has been prepared for distribution.

GENERAL
ASSEMBLY
The Committee continues to act as depository and distributor for various funds of the
General Assembly, and to store its records. During the year the Committee turned over to
the Committee on a Hymnal the balance of funds which had been held for it. And the
Committee again published the Minutes of the General Assembly, after receiving the manuscript from the Stated Clerk. T h e minutes were placed in the mail in September.

FINANCES
The Committee wishes to express to the members of our church and to others its deep
gratitude for the increasing devotion to our missionary work which they have evidenced by
their constantly growing gifts.
General Fund contributions during the fiscal year were $71,942.64, which was
$8,386.80, or 1370,above the previoiis year. Of this amount $23,959.23 was received in
the Thank Offering. Since most of the increase was by means of regular contributions from
churches and individuals our dependence on the Thank Offering for regular expenses was
reduced slightly, from 36% in the previous year, to 33% this year. W e continue to have
as our goal the support of our regular expenses by means of regular monthly contributions.
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The budget of the Committee for fiscal 1958-59 is as follows:
General Fund
Spent
1957-58
1958-59
$49,235
$5 1,408
Missionarv Salaries ________________________________________-13,229
Church Extension
17,598
8,784
Office and Administrative
10,452
1,884
3,950
Promotion _______
91 5
Miscellaneous
1,450
~

-----

$84,858
Contingent Fund
Loans to two fields

60,000

-----

$74,047
8,600

-----

$82,647
$144,858
The increase in the budget is mostly for the following items: missionary support, summer workers, rent, office machinery, and solicitation of gifts.
W e are constantly seeking new ways of reducing expenses and a number have been
put into effect from time to time. T h e purchase of an office machine for our bookkeeping,
while a substantial initial expense, was necessitated by our growing volume of activity and
is already proving to be a great advantage. T h e budget amounts to only 27c per communicant mypbgr ps: ,peek.

ELECTIONS
TO

THE

COMMITTEE

The ternis of the following members of the Committee expire at this Assembly:
Ministers: Ralph E. Clough, Robert W. Eckardt, Ned B. Stonehouse
Elders: J. Richard Kreiner, R. E. Ramsey

REPORTOF

THE

TREASURER

April 23, 1958
T h e Committee on Home Missions and Church Extension of
The Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Inc.
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Gentlemen :
In accordance with your authorization, we have examined the cash accounts of the
Treasurer of
THE COMMITTEE ON HOME MISSIONS AND C H U R C H EXTENSION
OF THE ORTHODOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, INC.
for the year ended March 31, 1958, and submit herewjth the following statements:
Schedule A - Balance Sheet of Funds, March 31, 1958
Schedule €3 - Statement of Recorded Cash Receipts and Disbursements,
For the Year Ended March 31, 1958
Our examination consisted of the following procedures:
(1) An examination was made of cancelled checks, which were traced to the recorded
cash disbursements and to warrants authorizing the disbursements for a representative portion of the year ended March 31, 1958.
(2) Recorded receipts were reconciled in total to the deposits listed on the bank statements for the year under review. Duplicate copies of receipts issued for contributions received were traced to the cash receipts records for a representative portion
of the year.
(3) T h e recorded cash balances on deposit were reconciled to the bank balance as of
March 31, 1958, and the latter balance was confirmed by direct correspondence
with the depository.
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(4) Petty cash was checked by actual count by us and reconciled to the recorded
balance at March 31, 1958.
(5) W e examined documents evidencing ownership of all stock, bonds and real estate
investments except the deed for the property in Hialeah, Florida. W e examined
notes for all loans receivable. W e did not confirm the loans in any other manner.
(6) W e have examined a $10,000.00 fidelity bond covering the Treasurer and other
employees who handle funds of this Committee and the Committee on Foreign
Missions.
Except as to the foregoing procedures, the accompanying statements and supplementary information were prepared from the records without independent verification. We,
therefore, do not express a formal accountants’ opinion concerning them.
W e invite your attention to the supplementary information which follows the statements and furnishes additional information regarding the accompanying schedules.
W e express our appreciation for the courtesy extended to our representatives during
the course of our examination.
Respectfully submitted,

MAIN AND COMPANY
Certified Public Accountants

SCHEDULEA
BALANCE SHEET OF FUNDS
MARCH 31, 1958

,J

Id @f/

I

b u . . ~k

FUNDS
ASSETS
General
Cash in bank and on hand ______------____
$ 6,643.43
Liberty Federal Savings and
Loan Association
133.89
Notes and loans receivable
15,395 .OO
Investments
Securities (Cincinnati) cost ____________
Securities (Headquarters Fund)
cost

Church
Extension
$ 1,579.45
9,387.50

Contingent
Total
$(2,917.43) $ 5,305.45
897.87
24,544.61

1,031.76
49,327.1 1

5 3,617.61

53,617.61

9,494.27
109,918.88

9,494.27
132,937.56
258.21

_-----_I-_-____-_

Real estate
Intermediary funds

23,018.68
258.21

___---

-----$45,449.2 1

------

LIABILITIES AND RESERVES
Notes payable
$
2,291.01
General Assembly
Church funds held in trust ________________ 3,000.00
Mortgages payable
12,307.23
Reserve accounts
27,850.97

$45,449.21
Note: Subject to accompanying letter.

------

$195,555.8 I $25 1,971.97

156.95

5,100.00 $ 15,910.00
2,291.01
3,000.00
42,338.69
54,645.92
148,117.12 176,125.04

,$10,966.95

$195,555.81 $25 1,971.97

$10,810.00

------

$

--_---

------

I--

-

__-_____
$
437.77
213.42
6.03
295.80
953.02

(5,304.22)

4

P

-

~

------

68,755.1 1
2,887.53
300.00

Total receipts

_____--

_____________I________I_

Proceeds from U.S. Treasury Bills redeemed

$11,780.00

______-____-- ____--

-----

$

16.00

Principal
Interest
$ 275.00 $
Rev. H. D. Phillips ___________-_______________.
16.00
5 .OO
Rev. George G. Weeber
11,500.00
Committee on Foreign Missions

__I___________________________I______
~

_____________________________-_______

Interest on savings account .____________________-____
Interest investment
Miscellaneous
Proceeds from notes and loans receivable

______________

__________________I_I__
~

GENERAL
FUND
Receipts
Contributions
General
_______-___-.
Support of designated missionaries __________For designated building fund

$ 97,983.96

14,000.00

------

11,796.00

3.91
126.56
114.85

71,942.64

-----

70.81

$ 9,724.73

l+

E

M

8

r

*

?i

P

$

4

l3

3

____________________________--____I___

-_---Intermediary Funds __-_________________-__-_-____-_-

_____________---I

______-______

___-_______________--

Contingent Fund ________________
__
General Assembly
General Assembly Fund
Committee on Constitution
Committee on a Hymnal
_____
Travel

$ 14,005.09

SCHEDULE
B
STATEMENT OF RECORDED CASH RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS
FOR YEAR ENDED MARCH 31, 1958

BALANCE, April 1, 1957
General Fund ______________________________________-__

kern., l d , h

_-_____
-__

$

Taxes, repairs, interest, etc. on
Associay Secretary’s manse
Travel
Radio broadcast
Summer workers
Moving expense
. . .
. Salafy - Associate Secretary

149.80
355.45
52.21
------

730.20
3,415.02
214.50
889.28
128.26
4,5 33.74

1,026.32

982.43
134.00

$

------

8,784.25

$49,235.85

$46,348.32
2,887.5 3

I_____-__

__-____--

_________-_-___-____
$ 438.86

~

Church extension expenses
Expenses of church property owned
Interest on notes payable
Interest paid on mortgage liability
Thornton, Colorado
Fair Lawn, N.J.
Westchester, Ill.
Stratford, N. J.

_______________________________I________------

-_______________-_

_I_________I_

____________________________I___________

~

Office and administrative expenses
$ 2,057.17
Salary - General Secretary _____--___
3,548.06
Salary - office
____-_____-706.89
Postage and office supplies ____________1,071 .OO
Rent
Taxes, repairs, interest, etc. on
363.21
General Secretary’s manse ____-_______292.62
Committee meeting expense
250.00
Audit
Telephone and telegraph
336.88
Miscellaneous
158.42

Disbursements
Missionaries’ salaries and aid
Paid. from . general contributions Paid from designated contributions

&-dq
$13,229.22

1,118.1 7
57.30

151.62
463.76

615.38

15,000.00

300.00
11,500.00
6,945.47

1,884.36

12,979.22

______________________I_________________---

Receipts
Proceeds from notes payable ___________________________________
Proceeds from notes receivable First Church, National City, California Principal
lnterest income

CHURCH
EXTENSION
FUND

Net decrease in General Fund cash

Total disbursements

Paid from designated contribution to
Immanuel Church
Crescent Park, N. J. - Building Fund
Loan to Committee on Foreign Missions
Purchase of $7,000.00 U. S. Treasury Bills (cost) _____
Purchase of $15,000.00 General Motors Acceptance
Corporation notes (discounted)
Reduction of mortgage balances payable
Manse - General Secretary
Manse - Associate Secretary

_________________________________I______---_-______

Promotion expenses
1,055.21
“Messenger” expenses _____________________I___I___.
258.71
Travel
570.44
Other promotion expenses

250.00
Less: Refund of Chapel Renovation Expense
Gresham, Wisconsin ____________________

Printing stationery and literature
Miscellaneous

$ 11,079.45

112.50
156.95

$ 10,810.00

___________--_

4.50

3,007.50
666.68

___________-___________I___________c___-___

Received from Stratford, New Jersey Chapel toward
purchase of lot

____--

_-----

400.00
820.00

___

_______________-_______I________________--

Interest and dividends
Proceeds from sale of stock rights ______--__-___________
Refund of deposit property for new headquarters
Principal and interest installments on mortgage from
Principal $
St. Andrew’s Church, Baltimore, Maryland ___________Interest

$10,599.18

357.56

Totals

$

_-__--

52.50
116.00

Interest
99.00
35.00
50.56

3,500.00
1,300.00
1,000.00

300.00

$ 9,500.00

960.11
3,460. I 1

121.71

1,220.00

3,332.85
211.64
250.00

$ 10,956.74

$

------ -------

2,900.00

$ 6,600.00

Principal
825.00
$

____-_

$

-I__--___

Greyfriars Church, Los Angeles, California
Fort Lauderdale Church, Ft. Lauderdale, Florida Immanuel Church, Crescent Park, New Jersey ___Franklin Square Church, Franklin Square,
New York
Calvary Church, Glenside, Pennsylvania
Park Hill Church, Denver, Colorado
First Church, National City, California
(San Diego) ($3,000.00 Note transferred to
Church Extension Fund)
Grace Church, Fall River, Massachusetts

Receipts
Contributions
Bequest
Proceeds from notes and loans receivabIe

CONTINGENT
FUND

Increase in Church Extension Fund cash ___

Disbursements
Loans to Orthodox Presbyterian Churches
Purchase of $2,900.00 General Motors
Acceptance Corporation

$

1,579.45

L

E;

m

b

Principal
Interest

400.00
865.33

------

$

1,265.33

3,000.00

5,000.00

7,100.00
250.00
3,600.00

919.20

-,

, I

$ 26,161.91

600.00
5,000.00

48.75

. .

_______

Receipts from
Covenant Church, Berkeley, California

DESIGNATED
LOANTO CHURCH
(AGENCYACCOUNT)

Net increase in Contingent Fund cash

Principal
Interest

50.34

$ 1,400.00
1,450.34

------

Reduction of mortgage balances payable re :
property in
404.64
Fair Lawn, New Jersey
i
. . .
5'4455
Westchester, Illinois
608.75
Stratford, New Jersey
__ ___-___
.
.
184.78
1,742.72
. ... ....' .,_.,
,.. . .
Thornton, Colorado ______________-___________________
:
:
:
:..
.
.
----------$ 22,877.25
Total disbursements

Total receipts
Disbursements
Purchases of various securities (cost)
Purchase of $7,100.00 General Motors Acceptance
Corporation Notes (discounted)
Deposit on property for new headquarters
Loan to Trinity Church, Hatboro, Pennsy1,vania _-_
'
Loan to First Church, National City,
California (San Diego)
Transfer of note payable to
Church Extension Fund
Paid on mortgage in connection with
St. Andrew's Church, Baltimore, Maryland

Received from Bethel Church, S n i p l a , Maine toward
purchase of church
Received from Sharon Church, Hialeah, Florida for
purchase of church
Proceeds from notes payable

$ 3,284.66

___

. . . ..

..

HYMNAL

.

_____

~

~

______

Net-.(decrease), in Intermediary Funds cash

-

~

Net increase in General Assembly

- Travel

Net (decrease) in General Assembly Committee on a Hymnal cash

INTERMEDIARYFUNDS
Receipts i-?______1
Disbursements

.

A

______________________I_________________-

GENERAL
ASSEMBLY
- TRAVEL
Receipts ____- _____________________________
Disbursements

. .

Receipts
Disbursements

GENERAL
ASSEMBLY
- COMMITTEE
ON

Net increase in General Assembly Committee on Constitution cash

Receipts
Disbursements

GENERAL
ASSEMBLY
- COMMITTEE
ON CONSTITUTION

Net increase in General Assembly Fund cash

Disbursements
. . .
Payments to principal by this agency _____-_------

26,939.94
27,268.96

3,276.83
3,018.18

23.34
29.37

-

2.50

$ 2,374.15
1,29 1.28

,

258.65

'

(6.03)

1,082.87

h

r

z

$

tsh
w6”
~

____________________________________II__---

Note: Subject to accompanying letter.

_________________________________II_____----_--__

Cash in Liberty Federal Savings and Loan Association
Petty cash

-

Cash in Provident Tradesmens Bank and Trust Compan

REPRESENTED
BY:

Intermediary Funds

~

$ 4,744.52
1,579.45
(2,O 19.56)

$ 6,337.21

%

$

1,520.64
215.92
554.45

F

i
!?
1

z

?

‘

2

E

------ 2

$ 6,337.21

-__---

1,031.76
250.00

!$ 5,055.45

$ 6,337.21

___---

(258.21)

2,291.01

______________________l______l______l_

Church Extension Fund -__________________-____
Contingent Fund
General Assembly
General Assembly Fund
Committee on Constitution .____I_____________C__I_
Travel _______

ACCOUNTED
FOR AS FOLLOWS:
General Fund ___-_______________________
_-_______

CASHBALANCE,
March 31, 1958
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Church Extension Fund
$ 2,900.00
General Motors Acceptance Corporation ________________________________________------_---_--Trin'itv Church, Hatboro, Pennsylvania
600.00
First Church, National City, California
2,887.50
Second Church, Portland, Oregon
3,000.03

-------

$ 9,387.50

Total

I

-------

Contingent Fund
Calvary Church, Glenside, Pennsylvania
Greyfriars Church, Los Angeles, California
Immanuel Church, Crescent Park, New Jersey
Grace Church, Fair Lawn, New Jersey
Westminster Church, Westchester, Illinois
Fort Lauderdale Church, Fort Lauderdale, Florida
Grace Church, Fall River, Massachusetts
Trinity Church, Hatboro, Pennsylvania
First Church, National City, California
General Motors Acceptance Corporation

_______________________________I________

$

1,600.00
1,100.00

1,500.00
1,500.00
1,385.47
1,000.00
666.64
3,600.00
5,092.50
7,100.00

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ I _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

____________________________________I___-

------$ 24,544.61

Total

INVESTMENTS

Securities
The follocving securities were owned by the Committee at March 31, 1958:
Contingent Fund - Cincinnati
cost
134 shares American Natural Gas Co.
$ 5,842.72
11,833.40
74 shares American Telephone & Telegraph Co.
140 shares Duquesne Light Co.
4,276.89
3,746.38
114 shares Philadelphia Electric Co.
1
7,669.89
310 shares Standard Oil of New Jersey
9,030.00
90 shares Philadelphia Suburban Water Co.
$10,000. Scott Paper Co. - 3% Conv. Debentures 1971 -_____________________
11,218.33
______I_____________________________I___-_---------_----

$ 53,617.61

Total

-------

Contingent Fund - Headquarters
5 8 shares Minneapolis-Honeywell Regulator Co.
$5,000.00 Combustion Engineering Co. Inc - 334370
Conv. Debentures, 1981

$ 4,489.1 1
5,005.16

-------

_____________________l____________l_____-_--_----

Total

$ 9,494.27
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REALESTATE
This asset consists of the following properties listed by funds:
General Fund
One-half interest in manse of General Secretary in
Abington Township, Pennsylvania ___________~_______$ 8,095.13
Manse for Associate Secretary, Abington Township, Pennsylvania
14,923.55

-____

Total

---------- ---

_______________-_____________________
$ 23,018.68

Contingent Fund
Lot - Fair Lawn, New Jersey _______________________
____-_______--__
$ 1,000.00
Manse - Fair Lawn, New Jersey ____________________________
8,667.05
3,467.87
Lot and church - Evergreen Park, Illinois -_________
__ ______-___
19,436.80
Manse - Westchester, Illinois
5,000.00
Lots - Westchester, Illinois _________________________-_-___
__St. Andrew’s Church, Baltimore, Maryland _________________________
33,395.40
Lot - Hialeah, Florida
3,600.00
Church - Hialeah,-Florida
__
12,900.75
Lot - Stratford, New Jersey
2,940.54
Manse - Thornton, Colorado _-__________--__-_
11,834.22
Lot - Thornton, Colorado
7,585.00
Church - Smyrna, Maine _____________________-___---_-_----_---91.25

-___

___________

_______-_____________

__________________L________________________-------

_____________
_______________-___-__

___-

______-__________l_l____

____________I____________________I______----_

.

Total

_________________________
$109,9 18.88
_------

______________________
~ ___I_

NOTES
PAYABLE

T h e following is a detailed list of all notes payable by funds and interest rate:
Church Extension Fund
5 year notes at 4% per annum
----_$
3,150.00
10 year notes at 4%7” per annum _____________-_____-_______
350.00
Demand notes at 3M% per annum
7,310.00
_______________LI____________

-------

Total ---_---_-----------I---_-----__---I---------------I---$
Contingent Fund
5 year note at 44% per annum
Demand note at 4% per annum

10,810.00

------$

5,000.00
100.00

___ll___________

Total

______________________c___I_________

____-_______
__

$

5,100.00

-------

l____________l__-_l_____l__l___

CHURCH
FUNDSHELDIN TRUST
These funds, totaling $3,000.00 are held in trust for the dissolved Grace Church,
Clifford A. Jorgenson, Treasurer, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, as per agreements recited in
letters dated May 27, and May 31, 1949.

MORTGAGES
PAYABLE
The following detail is presented regarding the mortgage balances payable, secured by
the properties owned by the Committee:
Date of
FiHd
Current
General Fund
Payment
Balance
Manse - Abington Township, Pennsylvania
General Secretary I-p----..---1-29-71
!$ 3,436.58
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- Abington

Township, Pennsylvania
Associate Secretary _______________-______
4-13-71

8,870.65

Con tingent Fund
$21,000.00
10- 1-73
St. Andrew’s Church, Baltimore, Maryland __________
Manse - Westchester, Illinois _______________________ 1-22-63
7,601.78
Manse - Fair Lawn, New Jersey
9- 1-63
2,773.30
9,65 1.47
Manse - Thornton, Colorado _____________-___________________
12- 1-84
Lot - Stratford, New Jersey ____________-______________
4-14-60
1,312.14

_______________-__

I_____I

------

Total

$42,388.69

________________I_________l____________l----~__________________

T h e Assembly recessed at 11:45 o’clock after prayer by Mr. Davies.

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON
The Assembly reconvened at 1 :17 o’clock with prayer by Mr. Stanton.
T h e Moderator announced the appointment of the following committees: To consider
Complaint No. 3 against the Presbytery of Philadelphia, the Rev. Messrs. Elliott, Marston,
and Edwards; On Date and Place of the Next Assembly, the Rev. Nlessrs. Atwell and
Olson.
T h e Clerk reported the presence of the Rev. K. J. Stuebbe of Eureka Classis of the
Reformed Church in the U. S. and the Rev. Bernard A. Van Someren of the Clnistian
Reformed Church at the Assembly.
On motion Mr. Stuebbe and Mr. Van Someren were enrolled as corrcsponding members. T h e Moderator welcomed these brethren in behalf of the Assembly.
On motion it was determined that the report of the Treasurer of the Committee on
Home Missions and Church Extension be included in the Minutcs without being read.
It was moved that our Committee on Home Missions and Church Extension be instructed, as present funds are released and new funds become available, to use these funds
to appoint and support at least one missionary-at-large in each presbytery of the denomination, with the understanding that in new work started by them the Comrnittec would not
expect to be called on for help in purchasing land or buildings for local churches.
On motion the question was divided after the word “denomination”.
On motion it was determined to refer the entire motion to the committee on Home
Missions and Church Extension for study and report to the next General Assembly.
The following were nominated for election to the Committee on Home Missions and
Church Extension : Ministers-Busch, Clough, Eckardt, Ned B. Stonchouse, Clowney,
Coray, Clelland and G. Coie; Elders-J. Richard Kreiner, Arthur Hansen, Fairvan C.
Lenker, and Hoogerhyde.
On motion Mr. Coie’s request that his name be withdrawn from nomination was
granted.
T h e Moderator ruled that if there be no clection on the first ballot the names of
the two ministers receiving the lowest number of votes are to be dropped.
A ballot was cast.

A communication of greetings from the Rev. E. Lynne Wade of Guam was read by
the Clerk.
T h e following report of Dr. Cornelius Van Til, fraternal delegate to the meeting of
Eureka Classis of the Reformed Church in the U. S. was rcad:
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Inasmuch as it will be impossible for me to attend the Sessions of the General Assembly I am herewith submitting to you a report of: my attendance at the meetings of
Eureka Classis of the Reformed Church in the United States. This Classis met from May
7th to 11th at Eureka, South Dakota. I am enclosing a copy of the program of the sessions.
I was most cordially received by both the ministers and the elders present at thc meeting of the Classis. I greatly enjoyed the personal contacts with the older men, Rev. C. J.
Stuebbe, Rev. E. Buehrer, Rev. D. E. Bosma and Rev. R. Klaudt. These men have been
the backbone of the Church for many years and are still leaders in the Classis. I was also
happy to meet the younger ministers who are taking up the work of preaching and tcaching the Reformed faith with vigor.
I was given an opportunity to address the Classis proper on Thursday afternoon, May
8th. The Classis allowed me as much time as I needed. I spoke to them about the close
relationship of our two churches and of the need for further contact between them in order
to accomplish OUT common task in the present generation. O n the evening of Thursday,
the 8th, Rev. R. Klaudt gave an eloquent sernion in thc German language. I greatly enjoyed it. It was studded with expressions taken from the Heidelberg Catechism. This reminded me of the days when I used to hear sermons by older ministers in the Christian
Reformed Church on the Heidelberg Catechism. After Mr. Klaudt was through I was
given an opportunity to speak again for about fifteen minutes. T h e audience consisted of
about 400 or 500 people, mostly of the older generation. Apparently they are intensely interested in hearing the gospel preached in the German language, so I was very happy to
have the opportunity to address this large audience as well as to speak to the Classis proper
in the afternoon.
There is obviously great strength in Classis Eureka, and it will be of great advantage
to the Orthodox Presbyterian Church to have close association with this Classis. I am
happy to learn that Rev. C. J. Steubbe will be ptesent at the General Assembly to represent Classis Eureka. I hope and pray that further contacts between the two churches will
he mutually advantageous.
Cornelius Van Ti1
T h e tellers reported the election of Messrs. Eckardt, Clough, Busch, Kreiner, and
Hoogerhyde to the Class of 1961 of the Committee on Home Missions and Church
Extension.
Mr. Vining, President of the Committee on Foreign Missions, and Mr. Edwards, a
member of the Committee, presented the report of the Committee as follcws:

REPORT OF
THE COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN MISSIONS
Our church continues its work in four countries, one i n Africa, and three in Asia Eritrea, Formosa, Japan, and Korea. The roll of missionaries in these countries is as follows:
Eritrea
T h e Rev. and Mrs. Herbert S. Bird
T h e Rev. and Mrs. Clarence W. Duff
T h e Rev. and Mrs. Francis E. Mahaffy
Formosa
T h e Rev. and Mrs. Egbert W. Andrews
T h e Rev. and Mrs. Richard B. Gaffin
T h e Rev. (and Mrs.) John I). Johnston
Japan
T h e Rev. (and Mrs.) R. Heber McIlwaine
T h e Rev. and Mrs. George Y. Uomoto
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Korea
The Rev. and Mrs. Theodore Hard
The Rev. and Mrs. Bruce F. Hunt
T h e Rev. (and Mrs.) Arthur B. Spooner
Those whose names are in parentheses have not been appointed by the Committee.
T h e following families have been home on furlough during the past year: the Birds,
Hunts, and Uomotos. An effort was made to have A h . Hunt and Mr. Uomoto each visit
all of our churches and with very few exceptions they were able to do so. Mrs. Hunt and
Mrs. Bird also filled a good number of speaking engagements in the East. Mr. Bird visited
a number of our churches as he was able while studying at Westminster Theological Seminary. Mrs. Uomoto desired to visit the churches also but their residing in Seattle during the
year made this impractical, especially since her husband was away much of the time. Both
the churches and the missionaries appear to have benefited much from these visits. All of
these families are scheduled to return to their fields during the summer. Each of the missionaries except Mrs. Uomoto made a personal report to the Committee.
T h e housing difficulties for missionaries on furlough, which we encounter each year,
point up our need for capital funds with which to provide residences.
Two families will be at home on regular furlough this year: the Gaffins from Formosa and the McIlwaines from Japan.

NEWMISSIONARIES
During the year under review two families were approved for missionary service: The
Rev. and Mrs. Harvie A4. Conn to serve in Korea, and Licentiate and Mrs. Donald H.
Taws to serve in Eritrea.
Both of these families are prepared to go to the field as soon as arrangements can be
made. T h e Committee has not issued a formal call to them because funds for sending them
are not now available. W e have informed the church of our desire to send out these families
at the earliest possible time and hope that the time will soon come when we shall be able
to send them out. Although the primary responsibility for sending our own volunteers to
the fields of the world lies upon our own church, efforts have nevertheless been made, and
are being continued, to obtain funds from sources outside our own denomination.

REPORTS ON THE FIELDS

ERITREA
During the year 1957 the Eritrea field was occupied for the full year only by the
Mahaffys. T h e Bird family left for their regular furlough at home early in June. Mr. Duff
returned from his furlough in April, and Mrs. Duff in August.
Evangelistic W o r k . T h e evangelistic work continued along the same lines as in previous years. Services in the highlands have been conducted on Sundays in the villages of
Adi Caieh, Senafe, and Mai Uguli. These have been primarily preaching services of an
evangelistic nature. Frequently the message is followed by a time of questions and discussion. At Ghinda evangelistic services have also been conducted on Sundays. During the
week at Ghinda and Senafe and occasionally at Adi Caieh Bible classes have been conducted. Some of these have been primarily for believers and others primarily for those who
have made no profession of faith. In both fields as well as on trips along the coast, Bible
pictures have been shown frequently to groups of natives, Moslems and Copts, who have
usually listened respectfully to the accompanying gospel message. T h e coastal station of
Arafali has not been occupied constantly, but frequent trips have been made there by the
missionaries.
Both at Ghinda and Senafe use has been made of tape-recorded messages in the native
languages played through a loud speaker. At Ghinda the messages are given to the patients
who come to the Clinic. At Senafe the loud speaker, run from a small motor-generator, is
placed outside the house and daved usuallv on Sundavs for several hours and occasinnallv
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on other days to the groups that gather. Some of these messages have been put on the tape
by the missionaries and others by native evangelical Christians.
Many hours have been spent by the missionaries in discussions on the gospel with
individuals of various religions. Frequently priests of the Coptic Church, members of that
church, as well as followers of Islam have come to the home of the missionaries to discuss
questions regarding our faith. At other times we have been able to discuss the Word during
visits in native homes.
Literature. In March 1957 the first edition of the complete Bible in the Tigrinva
language was published by the British and Foreign Bible Society and made available for
use in the field. Some assistance in the preparation of the manuscript was contributed by
Mr. Flrd.
On all the stations a number of the new Tigrinya Bibles and Scripture portions in
Tigrinya, as well as Bibles and Scripture portions in other languages, have been sold. Also
many free tracts of our o w n and small Scripture portions from the Scripture Gift Mission
have been distributed.
During the year the following tracts were produced in the native languages:
1. Amharic: “Two Religions”
“Concerning Defilement”
A tract entitled “The Glory of Mary” was translated by Mr. Duff into
Amharic but is not yet in final form for printing.
2. Tigrinya: “Two Religions”
“Concerning Defilement”
3. Saho: “Prayer”
“Fasting” (These tracts, along with other Bible study materials, were run
off on the Gestetner). Several tracts have been prepared in the Dankali
dialect but have not yet been finally checked or printed.
M-ork was continued in translating portions of the Bible into the Saho language, a
formerly unwritten language. A start has been made and at present work is being continued on the translation of the Gospel of John with the hope that eventually a limited
edition of this Gospel for the Saho tribes will be printed.
Medical. The medical work has been restricted largely to Ghinda with some work
being done on the trips along the coast and at Arafali. T h e Mission has had the gracious
help of a registered nurse and mid-wife, Miss Mason, lent to us by the Red Sea Mission
Team, an evangelical mission. At times the nurse has been called to replace their other
workers at their station at Thio, during which time the Duffs have continued the medical
work. W e do not yet know if a nurse will be available locally for Ghinda for 1958. W e
trust that thc church will continue to pray and work toward the supply of a nurse of our
own for that work.
Last November the Director of Medical Services, Eritrean Government, gave written
authorization for the medical work at Ghinda to be continued. Up to that time the mission
had not applied for any official recognition.
Summary. T h e Word of God has been given forth during the year to Moslems, Copts,
and others. While there has been little evidence of conversions, there has been some evidence of what appears to be a real interest in the gospel. Social and religious pressures,
humanly speaking, make it very difficult for members of the Coptic and Islamic religions
to make an open break with their faith. It is especially difficult in the areas where we are
now working where there has been practically no evangelical witness in the past. It will
take men regenerated by the Holy Spirit and with a God-given courage to get a work
started. The Mission solicits the earnest prayers of the church that God may be pleased to
accompany the preaching and teaching of the Word with the effectual working of the
Holy Spirit in bringing conviction of sin and true faith in Christ and to rnise up men and
women of courage as pillars in Christ’s church here.
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FORMOSA
The work of our mission in Formosa was conducted from three bases during the year
- Taichung, Taipei and Hsin Chu.
Taichung. Here the mission staff consists of the Rev. and Mrs. Richard B. Gaffin.
For the second consecutive year the work in Taichung has centered in the Reformed
Gospel Bookroom. During the year despite the fact that there has been no full-time helper
to relieve Mr. Gaffin the Bookroom has been open to the public most of the time.
Week-day callers at the Bookroom may read from a good selection of books and periodicals on display. To those who manifest a definite interest, a copy of the Gospel of John
is given and perhaps Young’s Do You Believe?. The Vos Child’s Story Bible is also made
available and has proved to be of great value. Four meetings are held each week: Wednesclay night there is a Chinese Bible Class and Prayer meting; Thursday, an English Bible
Class; Friday, an elementary English Class; and Saturday, a Young People’s meeting. On
Monday evening Mr. Gaffin often attends the meeting of the Student Christian Fellowship of the Taiwan Provincial Agricultural College. He is one of the advisors of the Fellowship. Tuesday evening he conducts an English Bible Class in the Taichung Municipal
Domestic High School which is attended by the Principal and some of the teachers from
his and other high schools.
On Sunday the Bookroom is always open from 8:30 a.m. until 10 p m . for services
and reading. T h e Sunday school averages 75 in attendance throughout the year. T h e morning worship service is in Chinese. On February 24th an offering box was placed in the
rear of the room and the offerings through December 29th have amounted to about $75.
In the afternoon there is an English worship service and the evening is given over to
evangelistic services with an interpreter in Taiwanese whenever possible. T h e morning and
afternoon services have an attendance of 15 to 20. T h e evening service usually has about
25 for a message, and is filled with people standing out in the street if pictures are used.
The most encouraging feature about the services is that some are now attending with
regularity.
A two-week Bible School was held in August. The attendance was about 100. Two
young ladies of the neighborhood who are Presbyterians helped with the teaching. Maynard
Lu of the Theological Seminary, assisted in the work through the summer vacation and
made very valuable contributions to the school in particular and to the work of the Bookroom in general.
During the year the Protestant Missions in the Taichung area organized an AudioVisual Committee. Space on the second floor of the Bookroom has been lent to this Committee as our contribution to this work. Having the Visual Aids Center on the premises
brings many Christian workers from other churches in contact with our Bookroom testimony. Moreover we have the use of the Visual Aids materials without paying the rental
fee.
The work in the Bookroom is very encouraging with the number of regular attendants
increasing and a greater interest in the study of the Word manifest.
Mr. Gaffin has taught again in the Chu Pei Presbyterian Bible School. His two-houra-week “Biblical Theology” class is composed of Mainlanders, Taiwanese, and mountain
tribes people, numbering 46 in all.
Mrs. Gaffin has served again as principal of Morrison Academy, a school for missionaries’ children and other English-speaking dependents resident on Taiwan. This is her
fourth session in the school and third year as principal. During these years she has been
successful in inaugurating a number of desirable changes in the curriculum. With the
endorsement of the governing board of the Academy the National Union of Christian
Schools Course of Study has been adopted. The Bible Study Manual is used in all grades:
Vos’ Child’s Story Bible in the primary .grades, and Kuiper’s The Church in History is
taught in high school. When the need for an institution for educating missionaries’ children
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became pressing five missions volunteered to supply staff and oversee the school. These are
the Oriental Missionary Society, T h e Evangelical Alliance Mission, T h e Orient Crusades
(Youth for Christ), and the Conservative Baptists. They have been joined recently by the
Southern Baptists. Other interested missions assist by assigning personnel. It has been
necessary for Mrs. Gaffin to continue giving a majorpart of her time to this work because
the governing missions have been unable to secure a replacement. Our mission has felt
that it was justifiable to allow her to continue there in order that the Gaffin children,
Harold and John, might secure their education. Mrs. Gaffin directs the teaching methods
for the children's work in the Bookroom and teaches two Bible classes besides maintaining
contacts through visitation and entertaining in the home.
Taipei. T h e Rev. and Mrs. Egbert W. Andrews constitute our staff in this capi'tal
city.
Mr. Andrews has served during part of the year as director of a Mandarin-Taiwanese
language school, devoting about eight hours per week to this work. This has enabled both
him and Mrs. Andrews to study the Taiwanese dialect. Mr. Andrews also taught in the
Taipei Theological College, as did Mrs. Andrews, and Mrs. Andrews taught for several
hours a week at the Tamkang English College.
In addition to these teaching activities they have done personal and group evangelism
in and around Taipei.
Hsin Chzc. T h e Rev. and Mrs. John D. Johnston are serving in this area. This section
of our report has been taken from the personal report of the Johnstons and the use of the
first person has been retained.
In reviewing the work of another year we give thanks to God for enabling grace and
strength for the labors to which He has called us. Anything that has been accomplished
for the Kingdom of God is due entirely to the working of God's Spirit in and through us.
W e have many evidences of the Lord's leading in opening doors of opportunity for preaching the gospel this past year. His gracious promise, given so long ago to the disciples, we
have found true for us here on the Island of Taiwan-"Lo I am with you alway." W e have
constantly to remind ourselves of the great commission and the promise of our sovereign
Lord which accompanies it.
Work in Hsin Chu City. W e have found many opportunities for Christian work in
the part of the city in which we live. W e are surrounded by hundreds of families, the vast
majority of whom are not Christians and we have sought to present the gospel message of
salvation to them as opportunity has offered. This has meant a considerable amount of
visitation in homes and distribution of literature as well as the regular Sunday services.
When we first moved to Nsin Chu in October, 1956, we began a Sunday evening meeting
in our home. This was continued until the beginning of February, 1957, when we began
meetings in a rented preaching hall about ten minutes walk from our house. This place
was rented by several Christian families who live in that area. They approached me and
asked for help in beginning a church, for they had no preacher. T h e opening of the new
preaching center was conditional upon my coming to help them. After considerable thought
and prayer I agreed to act as their pastor until such time as the work would develop sufficiently for them to call a Chinese preacher. Services were begun in this rented building
on February 3 and I preached both morning and evening to a congregation of some 50-60
people. A series of evangelistic meetings was held during the following four evenings with
a visiting evangelist and others taking part. Since then the work has made slow but steady
progress. A Sunday school was also begun with an attendance at present of nearly 100
children.
T h e majority of those attending services at this church are Hakkas and I am glad of
this for my main purpose in coming to Hsin Chu was to work among these people. T h e
main emphasis of the preaching this past year has been a missionary one. W e have preached
steadily through the book of Acts and have sought to show these Christians that their major
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responsibility is to take the gospel to the unevangelized Hakkas in the surrounding areas.
I am pleased to see several members of the church showing increasing concern for the
salvation of thcir own people. Two men in particular are going into the country areas witnessing to their people. I am hopeful that this East Gztc Church will become an evangelizing center for other parts of the Hakka field.
Sunday School Work. W e have been encouraged by the attendance of oi’er 100 childrcn
each Sunday at Shih Chieh Street. Three teachcrs from the Bible School have been assisting in this. During the summer we also held Daily Vacation Bible Schools for two weeks
with about 150 children attending. At the East Gate Chapel there were also over 100
children at the D. V. 13. S. W e trust that as a result of the sowing of the seed of God’s
Word in the hearts of these young children there will be a response to the gospel call. W e
have sought to visit many of the homes of the children on Sunday afternoons and invited
the parents to attend meetings on the Lord’s Day.
Preaching in Other Hakka Towns. W e have had many opportunities to preach in
(ither towns in the Hakka area. T h e following towns have been visited during the past
year and I have preached in the churches- there. H u K’o (pop. 15,000) - During the first
six months of the year I conducted a Bible class there each Friday night. One young man
from that class is studying in the Bible School this year. I assisted the pastor of the church
in visitation work and also preached there on a number of occasions when he was away.
This church has grown spiritually as well as numerically and now they have built a church
seating over 200 people. During the summer I assisted in the conducting of an evangelistic
campaign there. Several hundred people - the majority non-Christians - attended the
meetings each night. Hsin P’ZG(pop. 25,000) - During the summer a team of Bible
School students assisted in a series of evangelistic meetings in this town. W e visited practically every home, distributing literature and inviting people to the meetings. During the
day we went to country villages and preached and sold literature. T h e meetings in the
evening were well attended. Chzc Tung (pop. 35,000) - I led a team of students in conducting a series of meetings there. These meetings were held in part of a large temple in
the open air and were attended by 100-300 people. W e also conducted meetings in the
surrounding villages during the day and visited many homes in the town distributing literature. I have preached in the local Presbyterian Church there on a number of occasions.
I have also visited the towns of Lung T’an, Kwan Hai, Yang Mei, T a Chia, Yuan Li,
Tung Loh and San Yi for preaching purposes. In each of these towns there is a Presbyterian Church, but in most cases they need much help and encouragement. Several of the
churches are served by Bible School students who have had but little experience in Christian work. Chu Clzung Preaching Center. This town is about five miles from Hsin Chu.
It has no other church there and the need for the preaching center is obvious. About fiveminutes walk from this small town is another called Kuang Tung Ch’iao with a population
of sevcral thousand people. There are a number of villages nearby also. One of our East
Gate Church families has relatives in Kuang Tung Ch’iao and were anxious for a church
to be begun there. Early in November we secured a suitable building for holding meetings
and we began work there with a five-night series of meetings. W e found that visual aids
were a great help in drawing a crowd and each night I showed pictures on Old and New
Testament stories. This was followed by a gospel message. T h e first night fully 100 people
came. Thereafter thc attendance dropped considerably but still the little chapel was comfortably filled with people. Regular Sunday meetings have been held there each Sunday
and also a Sunday school. T h c work in such a town is by no means easy or simple. Much
visitation of homes and personal work will be required before a church will be established.
T h e first fruits of the work in that town was that of the professed conversion of ,a young
man who was very ill. W e visited him regularly and spoke to him of the gospel. H e
finally signified his desire to accept Christ as Saviour, and seemed to have an intelligent
understanding of the way of salvation. His sickness was of such a nature that recovery was
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impossible. T h e young man died about a month ago leaving a young widow and three
small children. W e conducted the funeral and this in itself was a victory, for otherwise the
Buddhist priest would have been asked to perform the last rites.
The challenge of the Hakka people is still very great. T h e problems we face are
tremendous. There are still tens of thousands of these people living in heathen darkness.
W e need more trained workers to reach out into the towns and villages with the gospel.
W e have tried by means of the sale and distribution of literature to reach some of these.
Ten thousand attractive copies of the gospels have been bought and several thousands
already distributed. The threat of Romanism is greater than ever and we must exert all our
endeavors to win as many of these benighted people as possible before they pass beyond
our rcach.
JAPAN

The Rev. and Mrs. George Y. Uomoto came home on furlough during the year, and
the Rev. and Mrs. R. Heber McIlwaine were our only representatives in Japan for the
entire year.
Mr. McIlwaine began services in Arahama early in the year and continued to hold
thein regularly thereafter. Arahama has a population of about 6,000 and is adjacent to
Watari. Attendance has been as high as 120, but usually is about 20 to 30, a number of
whom seem much interested in the gospel. Mr. McIlwaine has continued to preach in
Watari while the pastor is in the United States, but not as frequently as last year, and in
Shiroishi once a month. He continues regularly to visit the Nishitaga Sanatorium and
there have been frequent evidences of the new birth and faith among patients there.
During the portion of the year that the Uomotos were on the field they held services
in their home in East Sendai, and also made a beginning in Ishinomaki, a nearby town.
The group in East Sendai has been placed under the care of the Eastern Presbytery of the
Reformed Church in Japan. There are five members, five adherents who are mcmbers of
other Christian churches, and about 15 inquirers. Each week there were two worship
services and Sunday school on Sunday, and an English Bible Class and a prayer meeting
on weekdays. A Women’s Bible Class and a Young Ladies’ Society were held semi-monthly.

KOREA
T h e Hards and Spooners were on the field all during the year, and the Hunts left on
furlough in the late spring.
T h e work of preaching and teaching was continued, with Mr. Hard beginning to
assume more of these duties in the absence of Mr. Hunt. W e pray the Lord of the harvest
will bless these efforts.
Several ways have been explored to facilitate exchange of thought and action between
the Reformcd groups in Korea, without compromising any of the principles for which our
church stands. Under the impetus of work begun by Mr. Hard, the Korea Society for
Reformed Faith and Action was more fully developed, with plans for publication of two
initial pamphlets: Dr. Lorraine Boettner’s Inspiration, and Dr. C. Van Til’s H n s Karl Rrrrtli
Become Orthodox?. The first of these has been translated, and is in a committee’s hands for
proofreading and publishing. Mcmbership invitations were sent, not on the basis of their
denominations (Australian Presbyterian, Southern Presbyterian, Presbyterian USA, and
TEAM) but on the basis of their individual interest in the Reformed Faith, and in the
goals of the Society. Dr. Yune Sun Park is president, and Mr. Hard, secretary-treasurer.
Also, the formation of the Evangelical Library Association was begun, to augment the
availability of evangelical and Reformed literature in this area.
T h e Presbyterian Council has extended an invitation to members of the Mission to
join with it in a non-legislative, exchange-of-ideasgroup, meeting once a year in conference
and discussion. It has been felt, that among the conglomerate groups now working in
Korea, not enough discussion has been held among the Reformed groups, and so the con-
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stitution is being altered to accommodate other Reformed missionaries under the present
situation. T h e Mission has met with a committee sent by the Council, and has expressed
itself willing to join such discussions - and even the Council itself - provided the mission
is able to accept the constitution which presently is being revised.
T h e Mission continued to carry a heavy and rather disproportionate share of the work
of the Pusan School for Foreigners. Three of our children attend. Both Mrs. Hard and
Mrs. Spooner teach, Mrs. Hard is principal, Mr. Spooner is chairmsn, and Mr. Hard is
secretary of the Board.
T h e Mission takcs note that there is more harmony apparent in the Korea Theological
Seminary than there has been for several years. Dr. Park is carrying a full schedule. T h e
Gospel Hospital is operating at full schedule, with an all-Korean staff, continuing both its
out-patient clinic on Yong Do (the island section of Pusan) and in Chinju, in the westernmost reaches of the province.
Messrs. Hard and Spooner have visited, between them, most_of the orphanages, several
leprosaria, and other institutions connected with the work of the local church group. Relief
supplies and funds are for the most part channelled through the General Assembly Relief
Committee, with the exception of designated funds and packages which are given directly
to the recipients.
Language. Due to pressure of household duties and teaching, neither Mrs. Hard nor
Mrs. Spooner have taken regular instruction for some time. Mr. Spooner resumed studies
with two teachers, each coming 1V2 hours a day throughout the week. It is planned to have
one of these teachers also instruct Mrs. Spooner.
Cost of Living. Early in the year rapid inflation and a Korean government regulation
on the currency exchange rate combined to make necessary a substantial supplement to the
salaries of the missionaries. The Comrnittec granted each family an additional $90 per
month and the total supplemental outlay during the fiscal year was $3,193.33. The government has since made an adjustment in the exchange rate for missions and it is expected
that the additional supplement can be completely removed soon.
Preaching and Teaching. T h e work of Mr. Hard has been increased because of the
absence of Mr. Hunt, and as a result of Mr. Hard’s increased ability in the Korean language. H e needs more time for working on sermons and classroom materials, as well as
definite language study related to these fields. In 1957 he preached 116 times, including
sermons, short talks, exhortations, etc. Of these, 82 were dclivered in Korean, a percentagewise increase over last year’s figures. Mr. Hard visited 17 different places outside Pusan
in this work. In teaching activities, he taught six hours a week in the spring tcrm, and 10
hours a week in the fall.
Although it is much too early for Korean language activity by MI. Syooner, he has
preached 12 times in various Korean churches, plus six times at the veterans’ chapel, six
talks at several Korean Army hospitals, preached at the General Assembly, and held a
series of conferences (six hours) with Students for Christ, - all through an interpreter.
Mr. Spooner assisted the Chaplaincy at the front lines, giving 11 different sermons in
various Artillery Battalion chapels. Six sermons were given at union services, and “Back
Homc Fellowship” meetings in Pusan. A Bible class in Korean was begun in Mr. Spooner’s
home, but discontinued because of his illness.
Health. Minor ailments and children’s sickness excluded, the major setbacks this year
were in the Spooner family. Mrs. Spooner had a serious bout with an undiagnosed intestinal
disturbance in the summer. Almost all the adults had the flu or a bad case of the grippe
in the fall. Mrs. Spooner developed a bad tracheo-bronchial infection as a result, and had
been under doctor’s care. Mr. Spooner suffered an illness that was diagnosed as hepatitis,
and his activities were restricted for a month.
Bookstore. Mr. Hard, manager of the bookstore, now under the Korea Society for
Reformed Faith and Action, reports total business for the year was $5,104.42 in gross sales,
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an increase of 225v0 over last year. Mr. Hard has secured space in several stores down
town, and many books are being cleared through these outlets. Ultimately, it is hoped that
the Society will locate down town with a combination bookstore, reading-room, library, and
tract-distribution center.
Relief. Relief in thc form of clothing, food, funds, etc., continued to be handled by
our mission as it was received from the home churches. Mr. and Mrs. Hard handled relief
money disbursenicnts, leper medicine accounts, etc. Mrs. Spooner checked relief clothing
packages and acknowledgements, as well as handling handwork accounts, oversight and
shipment of handcraft. Mr. Spooncr occasionally distributed relief when need arose, or
when he made a trip to the country.
15 cases CARE
79 cases Multi Purpose Food (2,054 Ibs. total wt. disbursed)
Leper Medicine: 45 tins AVLOSULFON, each tin 1,000 one-tenth gram tablets
($82.08 incl. postage). Actually a very small amount in view
of the need: 4,000 lepers need 1645 tins per year for continuous, effective treatment. There are about 21 colonies connected with our work (3000 lepers).
Orphanage Funds: $1,096.91 (only accounts for funds handled by Mr. Hard
since May.)
Relief Packages: 215 clothing, etc.
40 quilts
Other Relief:
Educational relief
$372.15
Physical relief
469.46
Medical relief
70.00 $91 1.61

(1) Food:
(2)

(3)
(4)
(5)

(6) Handwork Project (beginning in June)
Number of pkgs.
41
Total sales
$500.00
3
Number of contributing orphanages
One emergency truckload of clothing and food was rushed into the flood disaster area
last summer, to be distributed by one of our churches at Yang Sang, Kyong Sang Nam Do.
Conclttsion. Wc want you to consider every one of the above items as prayer subjects,
and urge your prayers daily in our behalf with regard to all these matters. W e urge prayer
for the mission as they face the continuation of a military state, the presence of many arniy
units, the temptation to depend too much upon the army for various kinds of material
support, the temptation to divert much of their time to army contacts. Pray rather that their
hearts and minds and efforts will he directed toward the building up of the church of Jesus
Christ in this area, to the teaching of the faith of the Reformers, and the continued preaching of the whole balanced gospel of Jesus Christ. Pray for unity of mind and heart in our
mission, for clarification of money exchange rules, and for the health of those who serve
our church in this place.
RELATIONSHIP OF MISSIONS AND MISSIONARIES
TO NATIONAL CHURCHES

FORMOSA
T h e Presbyterian Church of Formosa has been seeking to develop a definitive policy
concerning its relationship to the missions of the various Presbyterian denominations. T h e
church is not committed to Reformed doctrine and our Formosa Mission and the Committee
do not believe that we can have an official relationship with them under those conditions,
though the missionaries constantly seek fellowship and service with them wherever possible.
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T h e following statement was made with the concurrence of the Committee, to the Presbyterian Church t f Formosa on the matter by the Mission:
“Whereas the Presbyterian Church of Taiwan has proposed a Scheme for the relation
of Missionary Sockties to the General Assembly of that Church and has requested a statement of position concerning the proposed scheme, we, thc Taiwan Mission of the Orthodox
Presbyterian Church, would express ourselves as follows :
“Since the beginning of 1950 our missionaries have sought to carry on their work in
co-operation with the Presbyterian Church of Taiwan. W e have engaged in weekly labors
over periods of years in churches in the Seven Stars, Taipei, and Hsinchu presbyteries. In
addition, four of our missionaries have been and are texhing i n both the Taiwan Theological College and the Presbyterian Bible School: at present, two in each of these two
institutions. W e are glad to have been able to work in this way with the Church.
“Members of our Mission believe, and by their ordination vows are committed to, the
system of doctrine set forth in the Westminster Confession of Faith and Catechisms. These
standards form the creed of the great majority of Presbyterian churches throughout the
world. It has therefore been a matter of grave concern to us that the Presbyterian Church
of Taiwan has not yet adopted them or some other equally Reformed Confession of Faith.
W e understand that in February of 1957 the General Assembly which met in Tainan
adopted the Apostles’ and Nicene Creeds. As Presbyterians, we are thankful that the Westminster Confession and Shorter Catechism are being translated into Taiwanese for study
in the Church and that a committee has been studying confessional documents, with a
view to thc formulation of a creed. W e sincerely hope that this will result in the Assembly
adopting soon a specifically Presbyterian and Reformed confession. W e hope that in the
future we can enter into an official relationship with the Church, and the adoption of the
Westminster Standards by the Church would be a tremendous help in that direction.
“May we take this opportunity to state very briefly our position concerning what we
believe are some of our basic conceptions of our Presbyterian Faith which we hope we can
share with you. T h e Westniinstcr Confession of Faith and Catechisms are, for us, subordinate to the primary standard - the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, which
arc the only infallible rule of faith and life. W e are zealous therefore that the Presbyterian
Church of Taiwan should first of all accept as its supreme and infallible authority the
inscripturated Word of God from which all other doctrines derive. A Christian’s commitment to Christ involves his subjection to the Scriptures as the real, sufficient and once-forall revelation of God’s will, for Christ asserted their plenary and eternal authority. As the
Westminster Confession of Faith, Chapter I, Section VI, so admirably states it, ‘The whole
counsel of God, Concerning all things necessary for his own glory, man’s salvation, faith,
and life, is either expressly set down in scripture, or by good and necessary consequence
may be deduced from scripture: unto which nothing a t any time is to be d d e d , whether
by new revelations of the Spirit, or traditions of men.’
“The Scriptures obtain the credit they dcserve with true Christians by the inner testimony of the Holy Spirit. This is that by which we know them to be authoritative. What
actually constitutes the Scriptures authoritative, however, is not the Holy Spirit speaking
through them in our hearts but rather the fact that their author is our sovereign God. W e
would say with B. B. Warfield, in his day perhaps the greatest defender of this high Protestant doctrine of the Bible, that for us ‘the classical doctrine of the infallible inspiration
of Scripture is involved in the doctrine of divine sovereignty. God could not be a sovereign
in his disposition of rational human beings if he were not also sovereign in his revelation
of himself to them.’ W e therefore believe in the divine inspiration of the Christian Scriptures and their plenary authority for all men regardless of time or clime.
“We believe that the Scriptures are the only infallible rule not o d y of faith but aZso
of practice. A Church that would be true to Christ should not only adopt an adequate
creed but also apply it. No more scriptural criterion for a true church has ever been de-
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vised than that which is outlined in the writings of John Calvin. He lists three requirenicnts which the Scriptures make for the Christian Church.
“The first mark of a true church is the preaching of the Word of God. Where the
.preaching gives a greater knowledge of the Bible, represents a faithful endeavor to set forth
what God says in his Word, and causes men to see their si2 and God’s glory, thus strengthening their faith and deepening their love, therc you have one of the characteristics of a
true church.
“The proper administration of the sacraments is another essential mark of a true
church. T h e Scriptures tell us the true meaning of the sacraments and how they are to be
administered. When we find a church that does not follow the Bible in the use of the
sacraments, that church lacks this mark of a true church. When the sacraments are administered to men regardless of-the kind of lives they live, that church lacks this mark of
a true church.
T h e fiizal mark of a true church is the faithful exercise of church discipline. Christ
instructed the church to exercise discipline over its members. Paul wrote in the same vein.
When a person denies Christ or continues in flagrant sin, a grievous injury is done by
failure to exercise church discipline. A church that does not love the body of Christ or the
Head of the church enough to try to keep Christ’s members pure in doctrine and life is
not going to be trusted with the nurture of souls.
“All churches are faced with the problem of maintaining faithfulness in all these
things, and must ever strive for greater conformity to these requirements of the Word of
God. W e fervently hope and pray that the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan will so strive
and go forward in the historic Presbyterian succession. W e must confront the problems of
our time with a declaration of the whole counsel of God, the full-orbed teaching of the
Scriptures. No other message is adequate to meet the need of sinful man. No lesser presentation will counter the threats of anti-Christian forces which are today arrayed against
the church of God. A true Presbyterian Church has that message.
“In the preoccupation of churchmen today with the numerical strength that lies in
union, it should not be forgotten that God hath willed that it is His truth that will triumph.
It is our hope and endeavor, by the grace of God, to be faithful to that truth. It is our
belief that rather than uniformity promoting truth, it is truth that promotes true unity. It
is our hope that the Presbyterian Church of Taiwan and our Mission may be able to work
ever closer together in seeking and proclaiming the truth which is the Word of God.”

KOREA
It has been traditional for the Presbytcrian missionaries who work in conjunction with
the Korean Presbyterian churches to be “missionary members” of the Korean presbyteries in
which they principally labor. It had been our policy not to have our missionaries sustain
such a relationship though we had corresponded at length about it. During Mr. Hunt’s
furlough this year we took advantage of the opportunity to discuss the matter with him
personally. Subsequently the Committee adopted the following statement of policy for itself
and our missionaries, and for the information of the General Assembly:
“To be a ‘missionary member’ of the Korean Presbyterian Church, one must be an
ordained missionary of a denomination recognized by that church as a sister communion,
whp, upon bringing a letter of commendation from his home Presbytery, and after passing
an examination in theology, is invited by any of the Presbyteries of the Korean Presbyterian Church to serve as Moderator of a Session.
“Any missionary who serves as Moderator of a Session has certain rights that belong
to a minister of the Korean Presbyterian Church, including the right to vote in Presbytery
and General Assembly, the administration of the sacraments and discipline, and election
to committees and offices of the church. However, one limitation is maintained: the num-
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ber of missionary Commissioners to the General Assembly must be less than half the number of Korean commissioners. Missionary commissioners are elected as a separate class.
“The Korean Church for its part leaves the matter of discipline of the missionary to
the missionary’s home church. T h e relationship of ‘missionary membership’ can be terminated by the Korean Church at any time merely by withholding appointment to moderate
Sessions.
“From this description of ‘missionary membership’ several significant points emerge
which are of help in evaluating the propriety of entering into such a relationship:
1 . ‘Missionary membership’ is entirely subject to the invitation of the Korean Presbyterian Church.
2. ‘Missionary membership’ is limited to ordained missionaries of churches recognizecl
by the Korean Presbyterian Church as sister communions.
3. ‘Missionary membership’ consists in an association of missionaries with the Korean
Church, whereby that church extends to them certain courtesies and privileges, which include moderatorship of Sessions, oversight of mission groups and voting participation in
church courts.
4. T h e missionary in this relationship is not subject to the discipline of the Korean
Church, though his association with that church can be terminated by that church whenever it pleases.
5. ‘Missionary membership’ in the Korean Presbyterian Church does not compromise
the missionary’s unique responsibilities to the Orthodox Presbyterian Church. It is thus not
a dual membership in as much as the missionary is not subject to the discipline of the
Korean Church, and takes no membership vows to it.
“In view of these matters, and the consideration that ‘missionary membership’ affirmatively displays the unity and catholicity of the church, the Committee approves such
‘missionary relationship’ for its Korea missionaries working with the Korean Presbyterian
Church (formerly the General Presbytery Presbyterian Church) and that unless directed
to the contrary by the General Assembly it will (1) authorize our Korea missionaries to
enter into this relationship subject to invitation by the Korean Church and subject to letters
of commendation, from the several presbyteries of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church of
which our Korea missionaries are members, to the presbyteries of the Korean Presbyterian
Church within whose bounds the missionaries will principally work; and (2) will send to
the presbyteries of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church the above statement of the matter
with the recommendation that such letters of commendation be granted upon request of
the missionaries.”
JAMES W. PRICE MEMORIAL F U N D FOR THE PUBLICATION OF
REFORMED LITERATURE OVERSEAS
T h e Price Memorial Fund established last year has assisted in the publication of two
volumes in Japanese: Introduction to the Old Testamevtt, by E. J. Young, and T h e Origin
of Paul’s Religion, by the late J. Gresham Machen. Contributions to the Fund during the
year have increased it to a total of $1,758.21.
T h e publication of literature in foreign fields by missionary organizations has become
an increasingly important means of spreading their message more widely and effectively
than ever before. It is hoped that the publication of Reformed literature may grow constantly and that this Fund may be augmented many times over.
HANDYSIDE MEMORIAL S T U D E N T SPONSORSHIP F U N D
T h e Committee has established a fund, to be known as the Handyside Memorial
Student Sponsorship Fund, with two initial gifts totalling $1,000.83 made for this purpose.
T h e purpose of the Fund is to provide financial backing for the sponsorship of students from
foreign countries in which we have missionary work who come to this country for graduate
study. T h e principal is to be lent to home mission churches of our denomination, for
buildings, and income is to be used to implement the purposes of the Fund.

’
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biISSIONARIES OF OTHER CHURCHES
’I
cvo inquiries from missionaries serving other denominations abroad were received
during the year concerning the possibility of serving with us. It is likely that in the future
therc will be similar inquiries. If such contacts should produce missionaries suitable for and
desirous of working with us we hope that we shall be financially able to capitalize upon
the opportunity. In April we sent to all the foreign missionaries of the United Presbyterian
Church, as well as to her other ministers, copies of two pamphlets which had been pub]ishid by the Committee on Home Missions and Church Extension, namely, Do You
Reloizg? by the Rev. Prof. John Murray, concerning corporate responsibility, and The New
Cwriculum, an appraisal of the Sunday school matcrials of the Presbyterian Church in the
U. S. A. by the Rev. Richard W. Gray.

GIFT ANNUITY PROGRAM
An iiiiportant action taken by the Committee, looking toward a stronger financial
undergircling of our work, was the establishment of a gift annuity program.
The benefits of this program for our missionary work will not be available immediately, but its long-range benefits are such that the Committee believed we should lay its
foundation now.
T h e nature of a gift annuity program is basically that an individual makes a gift to
the Committee and in recognition of that gift the Committee issues a contract promising to
pay to the donor a specific amount of interest on the gift each year for life. T h e annuity
may be made to apply to the life of one person, or to the lives of two persons, one surviving
the other. T h e amount of interest is determined by the person’s age at the time of the gift.
Interest rates range from 3% to 7.4% for a single-life annuity and from 2.8% to 7.2% on
a two-life survivorship annuity. Both a portion of the gift and a portion of the income are
exempt for income tax purposes.
The rates used are those established by a large group of charitable organizations, many
of them quite prominent, known as the Conference on Gift Annuities. T h e rates are slightly lower than those offered by some institutions, and this is due to an updating of actuarial
tables on account of increasing longevity and for the purpose of giving to the program the
utmost soundness and of assuring donors of our ability to fulfill our contract with them.
At the time a gift is made a portion of the gift normally would be set aside as a reserve from which payments to the donor would be drawn, and the balance used for the
missionary work. However, we have been advised by thc actuaries who prepared the plan
for us that it would be advisable, at the beginning, to place the entire amount of such gifts
into the reserve in order to make doubly certain that our obligations will be met. At some
future time, after the fund has grown, a decision will he made to use what arc known as
the “gift portions” of these donations.
Publicity for the program is being prepared.
FINANCES
As we turn to the subject of the finances of the Committee, we wish first of all to
express our deep gratitude to the members of our churches for the increasingly generous
way in which they have given of their substance to send the gospel to the ends of the earth,
and to the pastors and sessions who have provided leadership in this so necessary phase of
our work.
Contributions to the General Fund for the year were $80,174.20. This was an increase
of $9,763.61, or 13%, over the previous year. Expenditures for our General Fund were
slightly greater than this - $81,347.21. Also received during the year were contributions for
other Funds amounting to $1,949.50; and a bequest of $3,460.11 was received from the
estate of Mrs. Gertrude F. Mead. During the course of the year we had extreme difficulty
in meeting expenses and at one period we even had to borrow $11,500 to meet our obliga-
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tions. But we have again seen the faithfulness of God as He provided every need. We
began the past fiscal year with $5,816.01 in available General Fund cash. T h e fiscal year
closed with $4,976.34 in similar monies.
W e are happy to report that of our total contributions the percentage received from
the Thank Offering was again reduced slightly, from 29% last year to 26% this year. Our
aim is to be completely independent of the Thank Offering for our regular expenses so that
our budget can be on a more stable base and so that we may use the Thank Offering for
essential capital expenditures which we have so far been unable to make.
It is the intention of the Committee to continue its present policy of not making any
substantial increase in our budget until our regular monthly contributions approach the
point where they will provide for our regular expenditures. For those who have a vision of
filling the whole world with the knowledge of the Lord this may seem unpleasant, but we
are persuaded that it is the most provident, and in the end the best for the ultimate advance of the gospel which we so earnestly desire. As a matter of fact our present budget,
plus the funds necessary for sending the Conns and Taws to their fields, would be provided
by contributions averaging only 29c per communicant member per week.

BUDGET
T h e following budget has been adopted by the Committee:

Spent
1958-59
1957-58
$58,545 .OO
Missionary Expense _______________-__-_____________________$57,958,00
Field Expense
9,325.00
10,347.00
Office and Administration ____________________________ 10,063.00
9,461 .OO
Promotion ______________________________________________________ 3,060.00
2,157.00
Miscellaneous ___________________________________ ____________ 1,200.00
837.00

------

------

$8 1,606.00
$81,347.00
ELECTlONS
T h e terms of the following members of the Committee expire at this Assembly:
Ministers: Leslie W. Sloat, Robert L. Vining, William E. Welmers
Ruling Elders: William A. Campbell, Willard E. Nee1
May 2, 1958
Committee on Foreign Missions
of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Inc.
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Gentlemen :
In accordance with your authorization, we have examined the cash records of
THE COMMITTEE O N FOREIGN MISSIONS
OF THE ORTHODOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, INC.
for the year ended March 31, 1958, and submit the following statements:
Schedule A - Balance Sheet of Funds, March 31, 1958
Schedule B - Statement of Recorded Cash Receipts and Disbursements,
for the Year Ended March 31, 1958
Our exdmination consisted of the following procedures:
( 1 j An examination was made of cancelled checks, which were traced to the recorded
cash disbursements and to warrants authorizing the disbursements, for a representative portion of the year ended March 31, 1958.
(2) Recorded receipts were reconciled in total to the deposits listed on the bank
statements for the year under review. Duplicate copies of receipts issued for contributions received were traced to the cash receipts records for a representative
portion of the year.
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(3) The recorded cash balances on deposit were reconciled to the bank balance as of
March 31, 1958, and the latter balance was confirmed by direct correspondence
with the depository.
(4) W e examined documents evidencing ownership of all investments except Spooner
house in Pusan, Korea and Andrews house in Taipei, Formosa.
(5) W e have examined $10,000.00 fidelity bond covering the Treasurer, and other
employees who handle funds of this Committee and the Committee on Home
Missions and Church Extension.
Except as to the foregoing procedures, the accompanying statements were prepared
from the records without independent verification. We therefore, do not express a formal
accountants’ opinion concerning them.
W e express our appreciation for the courtesy extended to our representatives during
the course of our examination.
Respectfully submitted,

MAINAND COMPANY
Certified Public Accountants

~

ASSETS

$1,758.21

$1,039.83

$320.56

LIABILITIES AND RESERVES

Social Security taxes payable _-____-___
Notes payable _______________-___

$

70.13
5,642.87

$

70.13
5,642.87.

$60,281.54

$14,073.61

___-__-___-_____$43,089.33

965.63

2
4,895.16

4,895.16

r

h:

z

g

3

>

M

2

i?
5,522.38

4
5,522.38

36,098.96

Total property owned

Total assets

Handyside
Memorial
Total
James W. Price Student
Memorial
SponsorAll
Reserve
Literature
ship
Endbwment Funds
$! 3,65-6.07 $1,147.71 $1,039.83 $320.56 $12,188.91
610.50
610.50

FUNDS

36,098.96

965.63

General
$ 6,024.74

________
____-----

Loans and advances receivable
Investments - at cost
$5,000.00 M7. R. Grace and Co.,
convertible subordinated debentures,
3%70 due 5-15-75
65 shares Minneapolis-Honeywell
Regulator Co., common stock
45 shares United Carbon Co.,
common stock (Note 1)
Property owned
One-half interest in manse of
General Secretary in
Abington Township, Pennsylvania - $8,095.1 3
Sendai, Japan, Uomoto house ___6,872.33
Ghinda, Eritrea
5,223.62
Pusan, Korea, Hard house
5,000.00
Pusan, Korea, Spooner house
4,400.00
Pusan, Korea, Hunt house
955.00
Taipei, Formosa, Andrews house
5,552.88

Cash in bank

SCHEDULEA
BALANCE SHEET OF FUNDS
MARCH 31, 1958

_____________

___

$1,039.83

$320.56

$43,089.33

$14,073.61

$1,758.21

$1,039.83

$320.56

Subject to accompanying certificate.

(2) T h e General' Fund reserve account contains $3,500.00 received by the Committee under the terms of a written agreement which provides that 5%
interest must be paid in semi-annual installments and upon the death
of the donor, the liability for the principal and interest ceases.

$60,281.54

3,288.29
50,231.85

$1,758.21

3,288.29
33,039.64
$14,073.61

1,048.40

1,048.40

Notes:
(1) This stock was received as a gift and is reflected at its market value on the
. .
date received, October 25, 1937. Only 1 5 shares were received at that
time. T h e additional 30 shares have been received as the result of two
stock splits.

I__-I_______

Reserve accounts (Note 2)
Total liabilities and reserves

Intermediary funds
Mortgage payable - one-half of balance
of mortgage on manse of
General Secretary ______-_____-___-__

$
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SCHEDULE
B
STATEMENT OF RECORDED CASH RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED MARCH 31, 1958
BALANCE,
April 1, 1957
General fund ________________________________
Reserve fund _______________________________
James W. Price Memorial
Literature fund
Intermediary fund . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

$ 5,816.01
271.42
858.60
1,337.64

------

GENERAL
FUND
Receipts
Contributions
General ______________________
Designated ____________________________

$7 1,139.94
9,034.26

---_-_

80,174.20
90.00
12.21

Dividends
Interest
Proceeds from loans payable
Committee on Home Missions
Proceeds from notes receivable.
Excess of receipts over disbursements
of social security funds withheld
and to be remitted ________________
____________________I__________

11,500.00
230.00
1.13
~

$92,007.54
Disbursements
Missionary expenses
$29,689.37
Salaries __________________________________
10,262.50
Child allowance
4,771.46
Travel to and from field ______
2,126.23
Travel on field ______________________
4,006.54
Housing - rent ______________
3,152.00
Housing - repairs, taxes, etc,
1,178.35
Medical and dental care
598.55
Vacation expense _________________
819.50
Equipment and supplies _____
1,862.01
Automobile repairs
1,25 1.32
Language study
1,950.72
Native help ________-_____________
576.98
Clinic - Eritrea Mission 1,071 S O
Rooks and literature ________
312.30
Interest on notes payable -_
Gifts to Missions (from
450.00
designated contributions)-906.76
Miscellaneous ___-___-_-___

___

Paid from general
contributions

$ 5 7 52.43
~

$ 8,283.67

,‘
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Paid from designated
contributions

.. ;

’. .

________________ 7,834.26
------

$64,986.69
Office and administrative expenses
Salary - General Secretary ----$ 3,085.74
SaIary - office
3,548.12
Postage, stationery and
supplies ______________
708.47
Rent
531.00
Taxes, repairs, interest, etc.
on General Secretary’s
manse
484.59
Miscellaneous
303.30
Telephone and telegraph
242.75
Committee meeting expense __
138.44
Audit __________________________________ 150.00
Corporation expense
5 .oo
Other interest
175.00
Travel by General Secretary
other than promotion
89.14 $ 9,461.55

______________________

___________________________________I__

______________________I___

_____

_______-____

_______________
_________
------

Promotion expense
$ 821.61
Postage and sundries
“Messenger” expense
1,055.25
Travel - Missionaries _____________
2,055.61
Travel - General Secretary
280.70

_________

________-_
4,213.17

------

Principal payments on
notes payable
Payment of loans from
Committee on Home Missions
Loan on notes receivable _____________
Additional settlement cost Andrews house, Taipei,
Formosa
Reduction of mortgage payable
on General Secretary’s manse __

$ 2,300.22

11,500.00
150.00

_____________________________
8.17

I

Total disbursements ____-_
Net (decrease) in General
Fund cash __________________

227.41
$92,847.21
$ (839.67)

RESERVE
FUND

Receipts
Bequest
Dividends
Interest _____________________________

_______________________I__

___________________________I

Disbursements
Securities purchased

$ 3,460.11
112.15
175.00

------

$ 3,747.26
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Net increase in Reserve
Fund cash -__-_______JAMES W.

$ 3,384.65

PRICEMEMORIAL
LITERATURE
FUND

Receipts
Contributions
Disbursements
Advance for publication of Origin of Paul's Religion
(Japan)

I
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$

300.00

------

____________________________________I___-----------_---_-----_------

Net increase in James W. Price
Memorial Literature Fund cash
MEMORIALSTUDENT
SPONORSHIP
FUND
HANDYSIDP,
Receipts
Contributions

589.11

$

$ 1,039.83

------

Net increase in Handyside Memorial Student
Sponsorship Fund cash

____________I________I_______

~

I

289.11

$ 1,039.83

ENDOWMENT
FUND
Receipts
Contributions ________________________________________---------____
$ 320.56

------

_____________-___

320.56
Net increase in Endowment Fund cash
INTERMEDIARY
FUNDS
Receipts _________________________________________________-__
$ 6,656.05
Disbursements
______ 6,945.29
--A_--

Net decrease in Intermediary Funds cash
CASHBALANCE,March 31, 1958

-__________
-- ______

ACCOUNTED
FORAS FOLLOWS:
General Fund
Reserve Fund
James W. Price Memorial Literature Fund
__
Handyside Memorial Student Sponsorship Fund
Endowment Fund ________________________________________
Intermediary Funds
_____________________________________l_l-_---------

(289.24)

-----$12,188.91
$ 4,976.34

3,656.07
1,147.71
1,039.83
320.56
1,048.40

_______l______l________________________l_____l_

___-__ --___
-________

$12,188.91
REPRESENTED
BY:
Cash in T h e First Pennsylvania Banking and Trust Company
Cash in Liberty Federal Savings and Loan Association

______

$1 1,146.25
1,042.66

------

$12,188.91
Note: Subject to accompanying certificate.
On motion it was determined that the report of the Treasurer be included in the
Minutes without being read.
T h e Rev. Richard B. Gaffin, recently returned on furlough after seven years in
Formosa, addressed the Assembly.
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The following were nominated for election to the Committee on Foreign Missions:
Ministers-Vining, Sloat, Bachnian, Stonehouse, Clelland, Fikkert, DuMont, and Atwell;
Elders-Willard E. Neel, Newman de Haas, Lenker, and Donald Habecker.
On motion Mr. Atwell’s request that his name be withdrawn from nomination ivas
granted.
A ballot was cast.
T h e tellers reported the election of Messrs. Vining, Stonehouse, Fikkcrt, Neel, aiid
deHaas to the Class of 1961 of the Committee on Foreign Missions.
Mr. Eyres, President of the Committee on Christian Education, presented the Committee’s report as follows:
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

I. ADMINISTRATION
Three regular meetings of the Committee were held during the year.
T h e fiscal year 1957-58 is the first full vear since 1953 in which the Committee has
conducted its complete operation at its headquarters in the Schaff Building. Because of the
increase in the volume of the Committee’s sales during the past year, it has been necessary
to secure additional office space and office staff. The Committee now occupies three rooms
in the Schaff Building and employs a full-time bookkeeper and a full-time office secretary
with occasional extra help in typing and stock work.
Although family responsibilities have required her to reduce the amount of her activity for the Committee, Mrs. Robert W. Anderson has continued to serve as a part-time
writer. The Committee hopes to be able to secure additional competent writers to serve on
a full-time basis.
As of January 21, 1958 the Committee authorized the employment of Mr. Paul Keating
as art and advertising assistant to the General Secretary. Mr. Keating began his work for
the Committee on February 1 and is engaged half-time in the supervision of those activities
of the Committee which are concerned with art, layout and design, advertising and promotion.

11. PUR LICATIONS
T h e distribution of the Committee’s publications has been greatly increased during the
past year. Total sales of all materials handled by the Committee are up 86% over last year,
which was the highest previous year in the history of the Committee’s sales. Although no
accurate breakdown of the figures is available, the materials published by the Committee
are now being used by upwards of 500 churches and/or individuals outside the Orthodox
Presbyterian Church.
1. Vacation Bible School Material
The vacation Bible school material for 1958, under the trade name Great Commission
Publications and bearing the name of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, will be largely a
repetition of the materials used in 1955 and revised as of that year. New promotional items,
including new posters, dodgers, buttons, certificates, bulletins, etc., hare been prepared for
use with the material this year. T h e course of study for this year is as follows:
Beginner: “The Children’s Saviour” - Teacher’s manual, pupil’s coloring book, and
work sheets
Primary : “Kings” - Teacher’s manual, ?upil’s workbook, and work sheets
Junior: “The Lord in the Land” - Teacher’s manual, pupil’s workbook, and Flan-L
Map by Visuals
Intermediate : “The Gospel of John” - Teacher’s manual, and pupil’s workbook.
Sales of vacation Bible school materials in 1957 increased 111% over the previous year
to total $9,500 for the year. These materials were used in 49 Orthodox Presbyterian
Churches and in 150 churches outside the denomination. Based on the number of pupil’s
workbooks sold, i t is estimated that 18,000 children were enrolled in schools using Great
Commission materials.
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It is rather evident that the remarkablc increase in sales can be attributed in large
measure to the more extensive advertising given to the vacation Bible school material last
year. In the hope of capitalizing on last year’s gains a substantially improved catalog has
been prepared to advertise the material for 1958. Approximately 5,500 churches and individuals received copies of the catalog about three weeks earlier than a year ago. Advertisements were placed in three religious periodicals and sample packets were made available as
of March 1. The rnatcrials have received favorable reviews and notices in the Blue Banner
Faith and Life, The King’s Business, and the Moody Monthly. Vacation Bible school workshops were conducted during the month of March by the General Secretary in the San
Diego, Los Angeles, and San Francisco areas and in Park Hill Orthodox Presbyterian
Church in Denver.
T h e Committee plans the following steps to increase the scopc and effectiveness of the
ministry of these materials:
a. Additional advertising in religious periodicals and by direct mailing of catalogs.
b. Establishing distribution centers in the western states to overcome the reluctance of
churches in these areas to order supplies from such a distance.
c. Eqansion of the workshop program.
2. Books
During the year the Committee’s stock of Christian Baptism and Divorce by the Rev.
Professor John Murray was sold to the Presbyterian and Reformed Publishing Company.
This step was taken in an effort to give these valuable works the benefit of wider publicity
and circulation and to convert this rather sizeable part of the Committee’s inventory into
cash. Old Testament Prophecy by the Rev. Edward J. Young, Ph.D., has been reprinted in
a new and more attractive format. This course continues to be distributed by the “Back to
God Hour” of the Christian Reformed Church.
In the coming year the Committee plans to publish a handbook to be used in conjunction with Biblical Evangelism Today, thus making this report a practical study course
in evangelism. I n addition, it is planned to publish a brief collection of missionary stories
written by the Rev. Bruce F. Hunt.
3. Catechetical Materials
Sales of all editions of the Shorter and Larger Catechisms during 2957-58 cxceeded
those of all previous years.
Bible Doctrine, the series OF workbooks based on the Westminster Shorter Catechism,
was used more extensively this year than ever before, gaining entrance into an increasing
number of non-Orthodox presbyterian churches. I n the course of the past year these workbooks were sold to approximately 125 churches and/or individuals outside the Orthodox
Presbyterian Church. This represents a distribution to at least 10 denominations, including
all of the major branches of the Presbyterian and Reformed churches. In addition to these,
12 sales of Bible Doctrine were made in foreign countries. A brochure describing these
workbooks and including two sample lessons from Unit I, Book I, has been prepared to
promote their sale and is available for free distribution by ministers of the church in their
contacts with other churches. T h e publication of Unit 11, Book 11, of this series, originally
planned for last year, has been delayed until the coming year.
T h e course for the senior high school age level is now being written and publication
of this course is planned upon completion of the junior high school course.
In this field the Committee plans the following steps for the coming year:
a. Publication of BibZe Doctrine, Unit 11, Book 11.
b. Publication of the first book in the next unit, “Church Membership,” for Grade 9.
4. Tracts
T h e Tract Writing Contest sponsored by the Committee from February to April 1957
attracted only a limited number of contestants. Out of a total of 22 manuscripts, 15 were
submitted by three individuals, so that actually only 10 people participated. A manuscript
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by the Rev. Charles H. Ellis was awarded the first prize of $20. A second manuscript by
Mr. Ellis was judged a tie with a manuscript by the Rev. Edwards E. Elliott for the second
prize of $15. T h e third prize of $10 was awarded to Mr. Richard H. Bube of Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Ringoes, N. J.
T h e four prize-winning manuscripts were published under the following titles:

Too M u c h Religion!
Having a n Operation?
T h e City with Li Fwture
Out of Line?
Samples of these tracts together with reprints of Hallowed B e T h y N a m e and T h e Meaning of Life were mailed to approximately 5,000 individuals.
T h e sale of the Committee’s tracts during the past year increased 100~0over sales a
year ago, thus requiring considerable reprinting in addition to the printing of the new
tracts. T h e following tracts were reprinted during the year:

A Message t o T h o u g h t f u l Inquirers
Are Y o u a Catholic?
Christ or the Lodge?
Do Y o u Believe?
Election
Is t h e Bible Right about Jesus?
Is Y o u r Family a T r u l y Christian Family?
Life’s Greatest Question
Looking U n t o Jesus
Nobody Knows t h e Trouble I’ve Seen
T h e Covenant of Grace
T h e Rich Y o u n g Ruler
T h e Separated Life
Y o u r Child and Y o u r Church
The complete series of Church Invitation Tracts
T h e Comnlittee hopes to be able to publish at least six new evangelistic tracts during
the coming ycar. T o that end another Tract Writing Contest is planned for sometime in
a
the fall.
5. Church Bulletins
Use of the weekly church bulletins has continued to expand during the past year.
However, because of the difficulty of securing copy for the messages printed on the back
covers well in advance of the time of publication, it has not been possible to plan a vigorous
and effective advertising campaign to increase their sale materially. Seventy-nine churches
now use the bulletins as compared with 64 a year ago. Of these, 62 are Orthodox Presbyterian churches and 17 are from several other denominations. T h e total weekly circulation
of the bulletins is now approximately 6,800.
6. Sunday School Materials
T h e Committee regrets to report that publication of Sunday school materials will be
delayed for at least another year. While some progress has been made both in the planning
and the writing of these materials, the lack of an adequate writing and editorial staff continues to be an obstacle in getting this project under way. It is now the hope of the Committee to begin publication of Sunday school materials with courses for the Nursery, Beginner, and Intermediate departments in the fall of 1959.
7. Machen League Materials
T h e Committee has continued to give attention to the need for materials for use in
young people’s societies. A summary of a report on Machen Leagues received by the Committee was published in recent issues of T h e Messenger in the hope that some of the ideas
set forth in the report might be of u;e to those particularly concerned with this problem.
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T h e Committee now has under consideration the possibility of relating materials for use in
Machen Leagues to the Sunday school matcrial it hopes to publish.
8. Other Publications
T h e new edition of T h e Standards of Government, Discipline, and Worship of the
Orthodox Presbyterian Church was published in September, 1957. Out of an edition of
510 copies, 350 copies have been sold during the past six months.

111. PROMOTION
T h e Messenger
One page of each issue of The Orthodox Presbyterian Messenger continues to be devoted to promoting interest in the work of Christian education and informing the church
of the work of the Committee.
2. T h e Sunday School Attendance Contest
Again this year the Committee sponsored a Sunday School Attendance Contest for a
period of six weeks from October 20 to November 24, 1957. T h e success of the contest
was somewhat dirninishcd this year by the effects of the flu epidemic. Nevertheless, there
was a significant increase in Sunday school attendance during the contest. Of the 52 Sunday schools entered in the contest only 11 showed no attendance gains whatever. T h e contest honors this year went to First Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Manhattan Beach, California in Croup I and to St. Andrew’s Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Baltimore, Maryland
in Group 11.
3. Denominational Roadside Signs
During the past year the Committee has labored to produce a roadside sign for advertising our churches and their services. T h e layout for the sign was approved by the Committee at its fall meeting and rpreproduction orders were solicited from the churches in
order to obtain an accurate indication of the number of signs to be ordered from the manufacturer. Because of the slow response it was not possible to place the order for the signs
before the end of March 1958. Orders for approximately 225 signs have been received, and
in placing the order provision is being made to have extra signs available for replacements
and for late orders. T h e signs should be ready for shipment about June 1, 1958.
4. Advertising
T h e increased sale of the Committee’s publications, particularly the vacation Bible
school materials, reflects the more intensive advertising program followed during the past
year. Widespread distribution of the publications catalog, generous use of free samples, and
a doubling of last year’s vacation Bible school advertising have been the main elements in
this year’s program of advertising.
T h e number of names on the Committee’s mailing list has been increased from 3,000
to over 5,000. One general mailing and one vacation Bible school mailing have been made
to the whole mailing list during the year. Catalogs, samples of tracts, and Bible Doctrine
brochures were mailed to 900 seminary students in the following seminaries: Austin,
Columbia, Faith, McConnick, Pittsburgh-Xenia, Princeton, San Francisco, and Westminster. Free samples of Bible Doctrine have been widely distributed by the Committee on
Home Missions and Church Extension in its contact work outside the denomination. Advertisements of the vacation Bible school materials were placed in the Southern Presbyterian
Journd, The Banner, and Eternity. T h e number of insertions this year has been increased
from three to four.
T h e offer of the Committee to provide advertising mats for use by the local churches,
made in response to the General Assembly’s directive concerning “denominational advertising,” has brought forth little response. Such advertisements are still available without
charge to all who find it possible to use them.
I n the coming year the Committee plans to expand its advertising program in the
following ways :
1.
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a. A new and expanded catalog of publications will be distributed to the whole mailing list in the fall.
b. Increased advertising in religious periodicals. In addition to the vacation Bible
school materials, other publications of the Committee will be featured in this advertising.
c. Special mailings of the BibZe Doctrine brochure and of bulletin samples in an effort
to increase the distribution of these two items.

Total Estimated Expenditures ________________________________________
Gross Sales
Contributions ............................................................................

$57,600.00
22,900.00

------

Total Estimated Receipts ______________________________________________-$5 7,600.00

V. ELECTIONS
T h e terms of the following members of the Committee expire with this Assembly:
Ministers: Calvin K. Cummings, John P. Galbraith, Wendell L. Rockey, Jr.
Ruling Elders: F. Kingsley Elder, Ph.D., David H. Henry

VI. TREASURER’S REPORT
April 22, 1958
T h e Committee on Christian Education of
the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Inc.
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Gentlemen :
In accordance with your authorization, we have examined the cash records of
THE COMMITTEE ON CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
OF THE ORTHODOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, INC.
for the year ended March 31, 1958, and submit herewith the following statements:
Schedule A - Balance Sheet, March 31, 1958
Schedule B - Statement of Income and Expense for the Year Ended March 31, 1958
Schedule B-1 - Schedule of Income, for the Year Ended March 31, 1958
Schedule B-2 - Schedule of Cost of Goods Sold, for the Year Ended March 31, 1958
Schedule B-3 - Schedule of Expenses, for the Year Ended March 31, 1958
Our examination consisted of the following procedures:
(1) An examination was made of cancelled checks, for a representative portion of the
year under review, and compared to recorded cash disbursements.
( 2 ) Recorded receipts were reconciled in total to the deposits listed on bank statements for the year.
(3) T h e recorded cash balance on deposit was reconciled to the bank balance as of
March 31, 1958 and the latter balance was confirmed by direct correspondence
with the depository.
(4) Petty cash was counted by us during thc course of our examination.
(5) W e reviewed the transactions in office furniture and equipment and computed
depreciation for the year.
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Ekcept as to the foregoing procedures, the accompanying statements were prepared
from the records without independent verification. We, therefore, do not express a formal
accountants’ opinion concerning them.
W e express our appreciation for the courtesy extendecl to our representatives during
the course of the examination.
Respectfully submitted,
MAINAND COMPANY
Certified Public Accountants

SCHEDULE
A
BALANCE SHEET - MARCH 31, 1958
ASSETS

CURRENT
ASSETS
Cash in bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Petty cash
Accounts receivable
Inventories (as taken and priced by committee employees)
Merchandise
Office and shipping supplies

$ 3,132.09
150.00
2,438.61

$1 3,168.20
1,034.51

147.96

Prepaid insurance ________________________________________________________________________
Total current assets

14,202.71

--_---

______

$20,071.37

______________________I_________________------.

EQUIPMENT
Office furniture and equipment (cost) ______________________________________ $ 5,737.12
Less: Accumulated depreciation
1,253.38

------

________________________I______I________-_-

Total assets

4,483.74

_____-

$24,555.1 1
LIABILITIES AND N E T W O R T H

CURRENT
LIABILITIES
$

Taxes withheld from employees’ salaries
Credit balances - accounts receivable

337.05
80.5 1

--_--_

Total current liabilities _______________-________________________-----$ 417.56

NET WORTH
Balance - April 1, 1957 ............................................................ $21,477.17
Excess of income over expenses during year ended
2,660.38
March 31, 1958 (Schedule B)

-----_

Balance - March 31, 1958 _______________-________________________---------------$24,137.5 5

_-----

Note :

Total liabilitics and net worth
Subject to accompanying certificate.

B
SCHEDULE
STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENSE
FOR THE YEAR ENDED MARCH 31, 1958
Income from sales (Schedule B-1)
Cost of goods sold (Schedule B-2)

_____________________________________I__---

$24,555.1 1

$24,188.51
18,949.79

$ 5,238.72
Gross profit on sales
Selling expenses (Schedule B-3) ________________________________________-------$ 1,239.23
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Administrative expenses (Schedule B-3) ___________.__________________
16,477.10
21,828.98
Promotion and advertising expenses (Schedule B-3) ___-____________
4,112.65

------

$1 6,590.26

Net loss from operations
Contributions (Schedule B-1)
Sunday school attendance contest fees

___________________________________I____------------

Net increase in net worth

$19,049.93
200.71

___---

_________________________I___________

19,250.64

$ 2,660.38

Note: Subject tc? accompanying certificate.

SCHEDULE
B-1
SCHEDULE OF INCOME
FOR THE YEAR ENDED MARCH 31, 1958

TNCOME

FROMSALES

“Biblical Evangelism Today”
$
43.20
Bulletins
4,106.29
Catechisms
__
__ __-________________...
392.19
Catechetical workbooks
2,186.78
“Christian Baptism” ___________I________l_l_________.______________________
428.71
Confession of faith
185.78
“Covenant Children’s Catechumen Course”
134.07
9,494.48
Daily vacation bible school materials
“Divorce” _____________________________________I___----1,201.10
Flannelgraph i
9 17.35
Miscellaneous
788.92
Prophecy course
665.55
Tracts
3,644.09
-T--

____________I________________________I__----_-_-_------______________________

_I_____________________I_______________

___---

Total income from sales

__________________________I_____________-----------__--_----

$24,188.5I

------

INCOME
FROMCONTRIBUTIONS
Regular contributions from Orthodox

Presbyterian Churches
_-_________________________
$ 9,929.79
8,000.00
Thank Offering contribution ___________________-____________________----_------1,120.14
Contributions from other sources ________________________________________----_------_-_

_______

’

------

$19,049.93

Total income from contributions
Note: Subject to accompanying certificate.

SCHEDULE
B-2
SCHEDULE OF COST OF GOODS SOLD
FOR THE YEAR ENDED MARCH 31, 1958
Merchandise inventory - April 1, 1957 ________________--__---_----Purchases for resale

$I 1,362.79
3,143.79

Less: Purchase discounts

$14,506.58
508.63
$1 3,997.95

Cost of goods manufactured
Printing contracted

$16,328.42
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Wagev .- production
145.75
Production supplies ________________________
____ 216.17
Salary of writer ________________________________________---------------------_----_
282.75
Writing contracted
427.25
Art work contracted
1,079.04
____-________________I__________________-----------------

~

~

___________________________________I____-----------------_-------

----c-

Cost of goods manufactured

$1 8,479.38

Cost of goods available for sale
Merchandise inventory - March 31, 1958
Cost of goods used for advertising during year ended
March 31, 1958

$32,477.3 3

------

__________________________________l____l-----------

$1 3,168.20
359.34

------

Cost of goods sold ............................................................................

13,527.54
-----$18,949.79

------

Note: Subject to accompanying certificate.

SCHEDULE
B-3
SCHEDULE OF EXPENSES .
FOR YEAR ENDED MARCH 31,1958
SELLINGEXPENSES
$

Shipping supplies used and shipping wages
Postage
Insurance on merchandise inventory
Rent on storage of merchandise inventory

_____________________________I__________-------------

706.06
223.62
129.55
180.00

-----$ 1,239.23
------

Total selling expenses

ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES

Office supplies used
$ 1,132.37
Salary - general secretary ______________________.___________________
3,403.04
Housing allowance - general secretary
1,200.00
6,55 1.63
Office salaries
Rent
1,606.75
Utilities
317.43
Travel - ,general secretary
495.05
Travel - committee
567.87
Postage
350.00
i_________ 460.96
Depreciation of office furniture and fixtures
16.64
Insurance - contents of office
Employment taxes
_--136.96
Miscellaneous expenses
238.40
_________________-_____________I________---------

____________________________II___

PROMOTION
AND ADVERTISING
EXPENSES

Travel - general secretary
____-__________________
$ 520.24
Postage
350.00
Advertising - direct mail, publications and samples -__-____-__
__-2,882.84
Miscellaneous promotion expenses
-________359.57
I

_____________________________________________________________________I_____-----------------_----

_____I_____-___
~
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$ 4,112.65

Note: Subject to accompanying certificate.
T h e Assembly recessed at 5:45 o'clock after prayer by Mr. Nuermberger.
WEDNESDAY EVENING
The Assembly reconvened at 7: 17 o'clock with prayer by Mr. Eyres.
On motion it was determined that the report of the Treasurer of the Committee on
Christian Education bc included in the Minutes without being read.
T h e following were nominated for election to the Committee on Christian Education :
Ministers-Louis E. Knowles, Zorn, Wendell L. Rockey, Jr., Cummings, Galbraith, R. J.
Rushdoony, Dortzbach, and C. H. Oliver; Elders-F. Kingsley Elder, Ph.D., David H.
Henry, and Edward A. Haug, Jr.
On motion Mr. Galbraith's request that his name bc withdrawn from nomination was
granted.
T h e Moderator declared the nominations closed.
T h e Moderator requested Mr. Elliott to take the chair.
On motion nominations were reopened.
Messrs. Charles G. Schauffele and Woolley were nominated for elcction to the Committee on Christian Education. Nominations were declared closed.
The Moderator resumed the chair.
A ballot was cast.
The tellers reported the election of Messrs. Rockey, Cummings, Haug, and Elder to
the Class of 1961 of the Committee on Christian Education.
T h e Moderator ruled that if there be no election on the second ballot the names of the
two ministers receiving the lowest number of votes are to be dropped.
A second ballot was cast.
The tellers reported the election of Mr. Zorn to the Class of 1961 of the Committee
on Christian Education.
Mr. Vining, President of the Committee on General Benevolence, presentecl the Report of the Committee as follows:
REPORT OF
THE COMMITTEE ON GENERAL BENEVOLENCE
T h e following persons were members of the Committee on General Benevolence during the past fiscal year: Robert L. Vining; John H. Skilton; Lester R. Bachman, Ministers;
Ruling Elder, Henry L. Griswold; Ross Noblett, and Irving Triggs, Deacons.
During the fiscal year ending, March 31, 1958, the Committee has continued its care
of our retired Home Missionary. In mid-October of 1957 the wife of our missionary was
suddenly called to be with the Lord, and it was necessary to arrange that our faithful brother be cared for in the Pine Rest Sanatorium in Grand Rapids, Michigan. This situation
has increased our responsibility financially, but the faithful churches have responded in a
splendid manner to our appeal for additional support.
At its April meeting the Committee elected the following officers: T h e Rev. Robert L.
Vining, President; Mr. Irving Triggs, Vice President; the Rev. Robert W. Eckardt, Secretary-Treasurer.
Treasurer.
At the September meeting of the Committee, a new election of officers was conducted,
and the Rev. Lester R. Bachman, newly elected member of the Committee to replace the
Rev. Robert W. Eckardt whose term expired last year, was elected to the office of SecretaryTreasurer. Thc other officers were retained.
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The Committee continued its study of sickness and hospital benefits and major medical insurance available to ministers on a group basis, and sent out a detailed questionnaire
to the ministers of the church. As a result of this study, the Committee desires to report to
the General Assembly that, because of the nature of the responses to the questionnaire on
Insurance, it seems to the Committee that there is no point in continuing to pursue the
matter further. It was voted to pass on the Committee’s findings to the Committee on
Pensions. These findings are reported as follows:
The six basic questions proposed in the questionnaire were as follows:
1. Would you be interested in group insurance which provides coverage for basic
hospital and surgical expenses?
2. Would you be interested in group insurance which provides coverage for major
medical expenses?
3, Would you be interested in group life insurance?
4. Would you be interested in group accident insurance which includes accidental
disability and accidental death?
5. Would you be interested in comprehensive group insurance?
6. Would you like coverage of any of the types mentioned above for your wife and
children as well as for yourself?
Number of questionnaires sent 1 17
Replies received
80 or 6870
Generally favorable responses
35
4470
Generally unfavorable responses 37
46%
Partia 11y favorable
8
1070
-- -80 10070
43 were received with some comment - 37 without comment.
Recapitula:ion of Responses
Yes
No
Questionable No Indication
Qzr estioiz
Total
No. 1
48
22
2
8
80
36
29
1
14
80
No. 2
No. 3
I
14
80
27
38
27
33
3
17
80
No. 4
31
31
3
15
80
No. 5
55
No. 6
18
1
6
80
Note: Most insurance companies contacted require a guaranteed number of participants such as a minimum of 50 or a very high percentage of those
eligible for the program.
SUPPLEMENTAL
DATA
Question No. 1 - While there is definitely a preponderence of yeas iievcrtheless it is
of interest that many indicated present coverage under such plans as the Blue Cross, Blue
Shield, etc.
Questions No. 2 through 5 - Results self-explanatory. Definite trend lacking.
Question No. 6 - Here the response is encouraging; however, the deterrent factor is
the percentage of participants required by the underwriters. It goes to form the basis for
our thinking in proposing to mail brochures personally to those answering in the affirmative.
In response to an inquiry directed to the Committee regarding the cost of support for
an orphan in Korea, we desire to report to the churches that the average cost per month
is $7.00. T h e Committee suggests that individuals or societies within the churches would
find it a most worthy project to “adopt” an orphan to be cared for through our Mission in
Korea. Funds for this purpose should be channeled through the General Benevolence Com-
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mittee, and information may be secured from the Secretary, T h e Rev. Lester R. Bachman,
Kirkwood, Lancaster Co., Pennsylvania.
At the September meeting of the Committee the members began a study of the Scriptural basis for the ministry of the General Benevolence Committee in the life and work
of the church, with a view to improving the breadth and the effectiveness of its work as
an agency for the coordination and stimulation of the ministry of compassion throughout
our churches. T h e fact that only 44 of our churches last year contributed to this utterly
basic responsibility of the Christian church is evidence that there is nced for a very vigorous campaign on the part of Pastors, Sessions, Deacons’ Boards, and our Committee to
correct this situation. T h e Committee divided its study into four different areas of concern,
namely: Principlcs, Policy, Promotion, and Program. The members of the Committee will
appreciate any suggestions from the ministers, elders, and deacons of our churches regarding any or all of these important aspects of the work of this Committee. It is the desire of
the Committee to seek the privilege of using the MESSENGER and the Presbyterian
Guardian as possible media for the exposition of our Scriptural basis and the expansion of
the ministry of compassion as it should be represented is our Church by our U o d t t e e ,
ancl as it needs to be enlarged and strengthened in our personal lives and in our churches.
The Committee is grateful that it can announce to the churches the following encouraging facts:
1. During the past year the number of churches contributing to the work of the
Committee increased by four, and four individuals sent personal contributions. Besides, two
of our churches have placed the Committee on the Benevolence Budget of the church, to
receive a regular monthly proportion of the Benevolence receipts.
2. In spite of the increased expenditures required to be made by the Committee during the year, the receipts increased almost $500.00.
Despite this marked improvement in contributions, your Committee is convinced that
it is of the utmost importance that our present needs and possible future contingencies be
more adequately provided for, and has therefore adopted the following budget for the corning fiscal year:
Current needs for care of our aged Home Missionary
$2,400.00
The Aged and Infirm Ministers, Widows, and Orphans Fund
5,000.00
MEALS FOR MILLIONS (Korea and Japan)
200.00
Support of Korean Orphans
200.00
Contingent Fund
600.00
Office expense, and travel for Committee members ____-_________________
100.00
In order that this budget may be met, the Committee strongly urges the General Assembly to adopt the following recommendations to be referred to the churches for appropriate action:
1. That the General Assembly urge the churches to contribute 12c per communicant
inember per month to the support of the Committee.
2. That the General Assembly urge the churches to place the General Benevolence
Committee on the regular Benevolence Budget of the church, as is now being done in
most churches with regard to the support of the other standing committees. This will insure wider support of the Committee from all of our churches, and enable the Committee
to provide more adequately for the expanding needs reflected in the above budget.
3. That the General Assembly remind the churches that the 20th General Assembly
established “The Aged and Infirm Ministers’, Ministers’ Widows’ and Orphans’ Fund,”
which is under the administration of the General Benevolence Committee. This Fund is,
as far as we know, the only means now provided to care for the particular cases which have
already, and which may increasingly arise, in the church in future years. Contributions for
this fund should be so designated.

__________

_________________________

___________________c____________I_______-----------------------------
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Thc ternis of the Rev. John H. Skilton, Minister, and Henry L. Griswold, Ruling
Elder expire at this Assembly.
.

TREASURER’S
REPORT

Balance on hand, April 1, 1957 ________________________________________-----_
$ 1,099.92

RECEIPTS

$ 2,583.79
Undesignated
Designated for specific purpose _.________-_____:_______
87.02
Meals For Millions (Korea) ________-_______________________________-------------20.00

------

$ 2,690.89

Total receipts

2,690.89

------

$ 3,790.81
Funds available during the year
DISBURSEMENTS
Relief of Aged and Infirm ministers _________________________________
$ 2,270.28
Meals For Millions (Korea)
60.00
Travel of Committee member ________________________________________34.50
44.41
Office expense

_______________________

__________________________________I________________________________I-____

$ 1,381.62
Balance on hand, March 31, 1958
Mr. Ross Noblett was appointed auditor, and after reviewing the Treasurer’s books,
records and annual summary of receipts and disbursements, he reported “audited and found
correct.”
On motion the first recommendation of the report was adopted.
On motion the second recommendation of the report was adopted a5 aniended by the
substitution of the words “Diaconal Budget” for “Benevolence Budget.”
It was moved that the third recommendation be adopted.
T h e Assembly recessed at 9: 15 o’clock after prayer by Mr. Reitsma.
THURSDAY MORNING
Following a devotional service led by Mr. Eird, the Assembly recunvcnecl a t 8 :02
o’clock with prayer by the Moderator.
The Minutes of Tuesday evening and Wednesday were read and approved its currected.
On motion consideration of the third recommendation of the report of the committee
on General Benevolence was postponed until after the Report of the Committee on Pensions.

On motion the Assembly recommended to the Committee on General Benevolence the
consideration of providing leper medicine for the leper colonies of Korea.
It was moved that the Committee on General Bcnevolence be requested to furnish the
ministers of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church with pertinent information as to the advantages in benefits and savings in premiums of group hospitalization, group accident, and
group life insurance and then to circularize those ministers with the group insurance
questionnaire previously sent out.
It was further moved to amend the motion by deleting the reference to life insurance.
On motion consideration of the main motion and the amendment was postponed until
after the Report of the Committee on Pensions.
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A communication of greetings from the Rev. Wendell L. Rockey, Jr. was read by the
Clerk.

I

I

On amended motion it was determined to consider Complaint No. 2 against the Presbytery of New Jersey at this time.
Mr. Cummings, chairman of the Committee to Consider Complaint No. 2, was asked
to present the report.
The Moderator ruled that the Complaint need not be read before the report of the
committee is presented.
Appeal was taken from the ruling of the Moderator. T h e Moderator was sustained.
Mr. Cummings presented the report of the committee as follows:
T h e Committee finds the complaint not to be in order.
T h e complaint is against the Session of thc Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church,
Bridgeton, N. J.: “And now, this 15th day of May, A. D. 1958, comes G. A. Nitshe, Jr.,
and complains against the delinquency of the Session of Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian
Church, 137 West Commerce Street, Bridgeton, N. J., in connection with the maintenance
of the purity of the church under its care, and in support of said complaint sets forth the
following reasons :”
T h e Book of Discipline, Chapter X, Section 5 requires that the complaint in this
instance be against the decision of the Presbytery of New Jersey.
T h e complaint, therefore, does not properly come before the General Assembly.
T h e Committee recommends that the clerk advise the complainant of the constitutional procedure concerning complaints and express the Assembly’s regret that it could not
consider this complaint at the 25th General Assembly.
It was moved that the recommendation be adopted.
It was moved that the Complaint be read.
T h e motion to put the previous question was carried.
T h e Moderator ruled that members of this Assembly who were members of the Presbytery of New Jersey during the period when this matter was pending are ineligible to vote
on this question of whether the complaint should be read.
Appeal was taken from the ruling of the Moderator.
T h e Moderator changed his ruling to permit all commissioners to vote on this question.
Appeal was taken from the ruling of the Moderator. A motion to put the previous question
(the appeal) was carried. T h e Moderator was sustained.
T h e motion that Complaint No. 2 be read was carried.
T h e Rev. Dirk H. Aardsma of the Christian Reformed Church was introduced to the
Assembly and was invited to sit as a corresponding member.
Complaint No. 2 was read by Mr. Cummings:
And now, this 15th day of May, A. D. 1958, comes G. A. Nitshe, Jr., and complains
against the delinquency of the Session of Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church, 137 West
Commerce Street, Bridgeton, New Jersey, in connection with the maintenance of the purity
of the church under its care, and in support of said complaint sets forth the following
reasons:
1. That the recent rally day speaker was Mr. Don Tice, a member of the U.S.A.
Presbyterian Church. Such a passage as I1 Corinthians 6:14-18 indicates that a
believer is to have no fellowship, among other things, with unrighteousness, especially in matters of worship. It has been the stand of the Orthodox Presbyterian
Church (indeed the very reason for its existence) that the Presbyterian Church
U. S.A. was an unrighteous and seriously sinful church, and that those who retained membership in it could not shrug off the fact that, in remaining in it, they
did not wholly repudiate its sinfulness. They are a part of the body which represents them, and share in its sin as long as they remain a part of it. Furthermorc,
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thc purpose of a rally day speaker should be to lead the Sunday school into greatcr
worship of God. Therefore, Calvary Church, by inviting a member of that sinful
body, the Presbyterian Church U. S. A., to take a leading part in the worship of
God in the Sunday school, has been delinquent in looking after the purity of tlie
church. I n I1 Chronicles 25 : 5-10, the Lord, through a prophet, rebuked Amaziah,
king of Judah, for enlisting the help of the arniy of apostate Israel in an enterprise
of the Lord. The words of the Lord are very appropriate (v. 7): “0King, let not
the army of Israel go with thee: for the Lord is not with Israel”.
2. That Calvary Church is promoting the welfare of First Presbyterian Church
(U. S. A.) of Bridgeton by extending to it tlie express permission to use Calvary
Church’s parking facilities. Such passages as I1 Chronicles 19:2 and I1 John 9-1 1
are eloquent with regard to this specification. They manifest clearly the delinquency of the Session of Calvary Church, especially in view of the fact that thc parking
facilities are intended to be a comfort and convenieiice to those who would go to
the apostate church for worship.
3. That Mr. Roland E. Coney, not a member of Calvary Church, or of any, to the
knowledge of the undersigned, has regularly taught a Sunday School Class in
Calvary Church for at least five years. With reference to this specification, and the
one to follow, it should be pointed out that such passages as Acts 20:28 and I
Peter 5: 1-2 indicate that the Elders are to supervise the feeding of the flock. This
means not that the Elders should merely see to it that there is something fed to
the flock, no matter what, but that they should take oversight in what is fed, how
it is fed, and by whom it is fed. T h e Form of Government, Chapter I, section 5,
states that “we think it necessary to make effectual provision that all who are admitted as teachers be sound in the faith”. T h e Session cannot niake effectual provision for this if the teachers are not under the jurisdiction of the Session. T h c
Session can only, in this Scriptural sense, supervise those ovcr whom it has jurisdiction. Those who have not taken the vows of membership in the church, including the vow to submit in the Lord to the government of the church, cannot
truly be said to be under the oversight of the church, because they are not under
its jurisdiction. Therefore tlie Session is delinquent in permitting persons to teach
without requiring that they first unite with the church. Either such persons should
unite with the church without delay, or if they refuse the Session should not permit them to continue teaching.
4. That Mrs. Dorothy Harper, not a member of this church, but probably a membcr
of the Protestant Episcopal Church, has regularly taught a Sunday school in Calvary Church for at least five years. What was said in regard to specification 3 is
applicable here, too. And if it be so that Mrs. Harper is a mcmber of the Protestant Episcopal Church, the principals set forth in specification 1 would also apply
to this specification.
5. That leaflets and bumper signs promoting the campaign of the Ford Philpot party,
with its Wesleyan-Asbury background, were offered by Calvary Church to its constituency. Scripture demands, as in Titus 2:1, that the church should speak the
things that become sound doctrine, or as in I1 Timothy 4:2, that it should preach
the Word, which Paul interprets in Acts 20:27 as “all the counsel of God”. (See
also the Larger Catechism, Question 159.) This does not mean that all should be
preached in one sermon, or even in one short series, but that what is preached
woulcl be in harmony with the teachings of Scripture, as is made clear in Isaiah
8:20. I t is well known that the Wesleyan doctrine is opposed to the Scriptural
teaching of the Sovereignty of God, especially in the matter of salvation. Therefore, in encouraging in whatever way, thc constituency of tlie church to attend
such preaching, the Session has become delinquent. It has, in effect, encouraged
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its constituency to hear unsound preaching. The Session should supervise what is
publicly offered by the church. In failing to exercise this supervision, the Session
has neglected one of its primary Scriptural responsibilities (Acts 20:28, I Peter
5:2).
6 . That after the specifications enumerated above were presented to the Session of
Calvary Church on October 18th, 1957, and the Scriptural reasons appended to
those specifications were submitted to the Session in a letter dated November 22nd,
1957, the Session returned the following answer in a letter dated January 11,
1958: “At the regular meeting of the Session on Thursday, January 9, 1958, the
following motion was passed: ‘The Session reply to Dr. Nitshe’s charges by informing him that after careful study of the charges, the Session denies that they
have been delinquent as charged’. Elder Moore requested that his negative vote
be recorded in regards to charges No. 1, 2 and 5.” As I have informed Calvary
Session, in notifying it of my intention to carry this complaint to Presbytery, this
amounts to an official declaration by the Session of its approval of the matters
specified in the complaint against it. This is grave delinquency.
G. A. Nitshe, Jr., Complainant
May 15, 1958
On amended motion the Assembly instructed the Clerk to advise Dr. G . A. Nitshe,
Jr. of the constitutional procedure regarding complaints and express the Assembly’s regret
that it could not consider his communication at this Twenty-fifth General Assembly, inasmuch as no complaint was ever made against the action of the Presbytery of New Jersey
for refusing to uphold his complaint against the Session of Calvary Church, Bridgeton,
N. J. as required by the Book of Discipline, Chapter X.
Messrs. Hills and Thoburn recorded their negative votes.
During the debate the Moderator requested Mr. Marsden to take the chair.
T h e Assembly recessed at 11:47 o’clock after prayer by Mr. Williamson.
THURSDAY AFTERNOON
T h e Assembly reconvened at 1:15 o’clock with the Moderator in the chair. M t .
Marston led in prayer.
On motion the Rev. K. J. Stuebbe was granted the floor to bring fraternal greetings
from Eureka Classis of the Reformed Church in the U.S. Mr. Stuebbe addressed the
Assembly. Mr. Woolley responded for the Assembly.
Mr. Poundstone presented the report of the Committee to Consider Complaint No. 1
against the Presbytery of Philadelphia, as follows:
According to the Book of Discipline, Chapter X, there are certain requirements which
a complaint must satisfy if it is to be properly before the Assembly.
It is to be a written representation charging a judicatory with delinquency or error.
Those bringing it must be members or officers of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church.
T h e complaint shall first be presented to the judicatory which is alleged to be delinquent or in error, and that judicatory shall be asked to make amends.
T h e complaint shall be presented as soon as possible after the alleged delinquency
or error.
If the judicatory alleged to be delinquent or in error refuses to make amends the
complainant may carry the complaint to the next higher judicatory at the earliest possible
time, but only after notice of intention has been given to the judicatory against which the
complaint is directed.
Your committee finds that Complaint No. 1 against the Presbytery of Philadelphia
meets all of these requirements, and therefore declares that thc Complaint is properly bcfore the General Assembly.
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Complaint No. 1 was presented as follows:
T o Mr. Charles Id. Ellis, Clerk of the Presbytery of Philadelphia
of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church
And now this eighteenth day of November, A. D. 1957, comes the unclersigned and
complains against the action of the Presbytery in its ruling regarding certain adherents of
the Peniel Bible Conference in Redeemer Church, Manoa, Pennsylvania, and its directive
to the Session to abandon an alleged procedure of that Conference and to resist it in a
program of instruction in the Church, and in support of said complaint sets forth the following reasons :
1. Against Presbytery’s improper handling of evidence
While the procedure of the Presbytery in handling the Complaint of certain members
of Redeemer Church was ostensibly administrative, the directive of the Presbytery to the
Session has clear judicial implications. Since this is patently the case, we beg the Presbytery to realize that the bulk of the evidence received from persons other than the complainants was outside the two-year period of limitations, and should have been held at
least as suspect by the Presbytery in making such a judicial pronouncement.
Moreover, the grievances of Messrs. Casey, Petersen and Miss Van Riter against the
Peniel Bible Conference are not grievances against the Session of Redeemer Church, nor
do they prove that the Session must make amends to them. T h e bulk of their testimony
is wholly inapropos to the doctrine, practice, and life of Redeemer Church. How can the
Session of this church be held responsible for refusing to act on the basis of unverifiable
evidence outside its jurisdiction?
T h e Presbytery in making its ruling, moreover, disregarded statements presented by
the Peniel Bible Conference denying that it holds to a set procedure of sanctification and
guidance, and denying also that finding out God‘s will for others is a part of Peniel beliefs.
2. Against the procedure adopted by Presbytery
T h e Presbytery erred in authoritatively ruling certain doctrines erroneous, and requiring the Session to conform to that flat ruling, without careful study in committee as
urged. Not only does the Session complain against the fact that no Scripture references are
produced in the ruling, but especially deplores the superficial procedure of deciding on
weighty doctrinal matters through open debate in Presbytery, and that limited to less than
two days.
T h e complaint against the Session charging delinquency was presented to the Session
after only three of the eleven documents supporting the original complaint hacl been rcad
to this ruling body of Redeemer Church; namely, Miss Brown’s and Mr. Casey’s statements
and the letter from The Sunday School Times. W e affirm therefore that the complaint
was precipitate and should not have been honored by the Presbytery as in order.
Once more, the Presbytery erred in failing to divide the cornplaint into the question
of the Session’s delinquency, which would have been administrative, and the larger matter
of the doctrines of the Peniel Bible Conference, which perhaps would have come under
such heading as judicial procedure. Yet the Presbytery confused the two in holding the
Session responsible for not having declared Peniel doctrines erroneous, whereas Presbytery
had never ruled them erroneous until the directive assumed them to be hertical. How
could the Session without careful study, pro and con, arrive at such a judgment, or how
could it know beforehand what the Presbytery would or would not rule on October 26,

1957?
3. Against certain assumptions made by Presbytery
T h e directive assumes that a certain doctrinal pattern and procedure are being circulated in Redeemer Church by the adherents of the Peniel Bible Conference with the
knowledge and consent of the Session; whereas, no valid evidence is adduced to prove thc
assumption.
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“Ihe directive assumes that the congregation has been deeply divided, whereas the
facts and the attached testimony of certain “neutrals” in the church prove that no deep
&vision existed prior to the merger vote in June, 1957. Rather it is our persuasion that only
afterwards, apparently when the hypothesis was advanced that adherents of the Peniel
Bible Conference had defeated the merger, not having the best interests of the OPC at
heart that division came to Redemer. Apparently Mr. McDowell made known his prior
acquaintance with the Peniel Bible Conference in such a way as to suggest the thought
that he could be relied upon to obtain further allegedly reliable information, and this information was then circulated privately among the congregation. Of course, once it had
been made to seem plausible that the Peniel adherents constituted a faction within the
church holding allegiance to a movement of “weird and cultic” tendencies and character,
and a faction which was not anxious to publish this connection, and in fact would go to
almost any lengths to hide its real character, then it was a natural thing for the non-Peniel
people to identify anything that had ever puzzled them in the individual behavior of any
Peniel adherent as a manifestation of these alleged practices. This is not to say that Peniel
people may not have manifested certain common traits that struck others as odd. They
might have. This is however difficult to determine, because the charges do not specify
people, times, and places, so that some attempt at evaluation and explanation might bc
made. (This incidentally is what we mean by our claim that an injustice is boing perpetrated in permitting such unspecified charges.)
Therefore, wc submit that the majority of the Session did not mistake the matter of
the difficulty we were having, while the Presbytery did. Apparently the Presbytery in its
interest i n discussing the broader issues involved in the Peniel case, an interest which we
also share, overlooked the fact that it was not Peniel adherents that caused a division in
Redeemer, but a picture that was painted of what adherence to Penicl meant and means.
Our insistence that Presbytery acted unjustly and unwisely in failing to separate the question of sessional delinquency from the larger issues involved in the Peniel question is in no
wise an attempt to evade these larger issues. W e have long wished them to be before the
church. But we are firm in our conviction that it is an injurious mistake to allege that
Pcniel adherents have long constituted a troublesome faction in Redeemer Church, or even
that they have long constituted a potential source of trouble. Such an allegation can onl!r
be made on some abstract theory about the impossibility of divided loyalties which prejudges the issues involved.
It should be noted, further, at this point that the exception taken by the majority of
the Session to the activity of Mr. McDowell is no wise intended to question his right as a
husband of a member of Redeemer, or as a private Christian, or even as an ordained minister of the Gospel to solicit all the information he wished and to counsel any and all who
may have expressed interest in the subject of Peniel, whether at their request or without
it. As the “Majority Statement” reveals, what we take exception to was his failure to discuss his own relationship to the situation with the Session, to explain what he was doing
and why he thought it cxpedient to do it, and ask the Session’s opinion about all these
things as the governing spiritual body of the church. Furthermore, we are persuaded that
Mr. McDowell had had a rather adverse opinion of the Peniel Bible Conference for some
time, that therefore his own advice to others and anv material he solicited would be adverse, and that in consequence, he ought immediately to have solicited the attention of
Peniel adherents to the new expressions of interest in Peniel, and g v e them an equally
early opportunity to address themselves thereto. T h e whole way in which this business was
carried out reflects Mr. McDowell’s own persuasion that he had to do with a secret organization determined not to reveal its true nature. This can be justified if at all only on thc
assumption that Mr. McDowell was correct, which we assert remains to this day to hc
proved.
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It should be noted that the Presbytery overlooked an important point in asserting and
assuming that the Session failed to evaluate the Complaint properly. Miss Nancy Brown,
while she did eventually read a statement of grievances against certain members of the
church and the Peniel Bible Conference, did not appear before the Session first, but was
encouraged to tell her story to various members of the church, thereby helping to create the
division which might have been avoided had she followed Scriptural procedure. When she
did appear before Session, she refused to answer questions or cooperate, whereas she proniised full cooperation to Presbytery when the Complaint was carried to that body.
4. Against certain points of doctrine in Presbytery’s directive
At this juncture, Messrs. Sloyer and Gtunstra, as the avowed friends of the Peniel
Bible Conference on the Session, wish to make their position clear in reference to the
statements of the motion. W c take full responsibility for the material under this heading.
First, let us say that as we understand the directive, wc agree with Presbytery on at
least three errors which it points out, and have always tried to inveigh against them; namely, confession of private sins to others as a requirement; seeking to know God’s will for
others, or in their stead; and any set pattern of sanctification or guidance as though there
were no other. It may be that, with fuller understanding of the directive, we might take a
similar position in reference to other errors alleged in the motion.
In regard to paragraphs four and five, we could without reservations teach, counsel
and instruct our people that certain things mentioned in these paragraphs are indeed
wrong and to be avoided. However, these things are mentioned as the doctrines of the
Peniel Bible Conference and adherents of the Conference are called upon to re-examine
them afresh i n the light of Scripture and to abandon them. W e maintain that these are
erroneously attributed to the Peniel Bible Conference, and that it is accordingly inappropriate to ask Peniel adherents to examine and abandon them. However, were this our only
reservation we could perhaps instruct our people with respect to these things, and merely
mention that in our considered judgment they are erroneously attributed to Peniel. However, we wonder further if in its attempts to delineate a false position, Presbytery has not
actually labeled certain things as worthy of condemnation which are not only not contrary
to Scripture, and to the Confession, but need to be maintained because they are fully in
accord with those standards. If we are correct in this surmise, then as a matter of conscience we cannot condemn these things. Therefore our compliance with the directive of
Presbytery could only be such as spelled out our understanding of what we are being asked
to do and gave our reservations and qualifications. Since we believe that for us to comply
in this way would be liable to the interpretation that we are being evasive, we feel that
the only course left open to us is to complain against the action of Presbytery and to make
this the occasion for a fuller exposition of our own position. Accordingly, our complaint
will be in the first place against the indefiniteness of thc directive in paragraphs four and
five.
Then more specifically, as far as the terms cited in the directive are concerned, we do
not personally employ all of them, but we shall attempt to statc what we understand is
meant by them.
a. “Knowing the old man.” By this phrase we believe the Peniel Bible Confcrcnce is
seeking to point up the believer’s responsibility to know his own sin, according to the
Scriptures, and to allow God to specify it after the sentiment of Psalm 139:23,24: “Search
me, 0 God, and know my heart; try me, and know my thoughts: And see if therc be any
wicked in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.” After all, how can the believer die
more and more unto sin unless he becomes acquainted progssively with what sin besets
him?
b. “Meeting the cross,” or “choosing death to the old man.” Here we believe the doctrine of mortification is in view. T o begin with, of course, we hold with the Catechism that
“sanctification is a work of God’s free grace, whereby we are renewed in the mrhole man
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after the image of God, and are enabled more and more to die unto sin, and live unto
righteousness.” In “meeting the cross,” we believe that certain implications and demands
of true discipleship are in view, such as the Lord’s challenge in Luke 14:26, 27 F.: “If
any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and
brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple.” When the
expression, “meeting the cross,” is employed, we do not believe it is used with any second
or radical operation of grace in mind, but it is used with that challenge to meet the implications of one’s discipleship to the Lord Jesus Christ. It is meant to elucidate the extent of
one’s obedience; namely, that he should as a Christian be willing to follow, if necessary,
unto the death: “Whosoever doth not bear his cross cannot be my disciple.”
c. As for “choosing death to the old man,” we understand it to intend such things as
are referred to in Romans 8: 12,13: “Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh,
to live after the flesh. For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the
Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live.” And Romans 6:12: “Let not sin
therefore reign in your mortal body, that he should obey it in the lusts thereof. Neither
yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves
unto God, as those that are alive from the dead.” Again, Col. 3: 5 : “Mortify therefore your
members which are upon the earth.” and Col. 3:s: “But now ye also put off all these;
anger, wrath,” etc. Here in these commands is the language of choice and responsibility.
W e dare not be neutral in reference to those sins which still cling to us. W e must constantly, and in faith, pray that they may be more and more weakened and broken in their
power over us, in virtue of the union which we sustain with Christ Jesus.
In the phrase “knowing the full victory of the cross,” we believe Peniel is seeking to
instruct those believers who may be unaware of the full implications of Christ’s victory at
Calvary. See Paul’s words in Romans 6:3: “Are ye ignorant that so many of us as were
baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?” T h e phrase simply means that
believers often require instruction as to what their inheritance is as Christians, and once
instructed, may be expected to profit thereby.
d. By “resisting Satan” we understand Peniel’s doctrine to mean that the believer is
required to submit himself to God, and to use every Scriptural means to oppose his adversary. This may take the form of prayer to God, or of ignoring the Devil; it may consist in
yielding not to temptation. It may consist in simply obeying the commandments of God.
Or it may include at certain times, in dependence upon the power of God’s Spirit, a direct
confrontation with the person of the evil one, as suggested by Luther in his commentary
on Galatians 5:s. Such resistance, as Hodge points out, is the Lord’s own almighty power
exerted through us. It is by means not of our own weapons, but the armor offensive and
defensive of God. In brief, Peniel’s doctrine grows out of a Scriptural picture of the situation in which Christians find themselves; namely, that they are at war with a personal foe,
and not simply with sin. Peniel’s position does not spring from any mystical apprehension
of “powers from the other world”. Rather, it arises from a sober acknowledgment of such
Biblical pictures as are presented by Eph. 6712: “For we wrestle not against flesh and
blood, but against principalities, against powers, etc. And Rev. 12: 10, 1 1 : “And I heard
a loud voice in heaven saying, “Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of
our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which
accused them before our God day and night. And they overcame him by the blood of the
Lamb, and by the word of their testimony, and they loved not their lives unto the death.”
In the matter of “binding Satan,” we should observe that though the Devil was defeated at Calvary, that defeat in no wise cut off all his present activities. He still blinds
the unregenerate (I1 Cor. 4:4). He still controls the unregenerate (Eph. 2:2). And although he no longer controls the saints, he still harasses them (I Peter 5 : 8 , 9 ) , tempts,
hinders (I Thess. 2:18), accuses, opposes, and deceives them (I1 Cor. 11:3), though hc
cannot overthrow them in any final sense. And, of course, he still withstands the kingdom
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of God. In these senses we wrestle against him, we are to resist and claim him bound
through faith on the basis of the finished work of Calvary.
Peniel does not employ any such term as “defeating Satan” and moreover, it does not
have any practice which can be construed as defeating Satan. That is a work which Christ
alone accomplished. Peniel’s whole concern therefore is with the matter of recognition of
that which Christ has accomplished for the believer in his completed work. Nor is vigorously resisting the work of Satan a denial of the efficacy of Christ’s finished work, as described in Col. 2: 15: “And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a show _oE
them openly, triumphing over them in it.” Rather, it is an application of that work to
specific problems which often face the Christian in his personal life and service. Otherwise, such commands as “Resist the Devil,” “Put on the whole armor of God,” “Watch
and be sober,” are divested of meaning. What’s more, does not the sense of Scripture bear
out the fact that wherever there is sin, there in some degree is the influence of Satan,
whether in the unregenerate or the regenerate? “Little children, let no man deceive you:
he that doeth rightousness is righteous, even as he is righteous. He that comniitteth sin is of
the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was
manifested, that he might destroy the work of the devil.” (I John 3:7,8). For this reason,
the Christian is called to eternal vigilance against sin and the wicked one, and because of
Calvary, he is equipped with weapons which are mighty through God to the pulling down
of strongholds.”
e. “Asking the Holy Spirit to take His rightful place.” By this we believe that the
Biblical requirements for the Spirit’s control of the believer are in view. This is seen in
such references as Gal. 5:25: “If wc live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit,” And
also in Eph. 5: 18: “Be not drunk with wine . . . but be filled with the Spirit,” W e do
not judge that the believer in asking the Spirit to take His proper and due place is not
therefore in possession of the Holy Spirit. All Christians have the Spirit of Christ by virtue
of being Christians. Rather, it is that progressive captivity of the whole man to the control
and influence of the Spirit of God and the truth of the Gospel.
f. “Seeking and receiving the witness of the Spirit in the choice of specific alternatives.” Here we would again urge the Presbytery to refer to the statement of the Peniel
Bible Conference submitted in mimeograph form on October 26, 1957, especially that section entitled “Some Principles of Guidance As Held By the Peniel Bible Conference.” I n
passing, however, we would remark that to us this witness is simply that conviction of
heart and mind as to a course of action which we believe the Lord would have us to pursue, after full prayerful consideration of the Word of God, providence, etc. Peniel is fully
aware that there are many in Christendom today who identify some “inner promptings”
and “intuitive urges” as the voice of the Holy Spirit, and yet wholly outside an intelligent
Scriptural context. W e would disavow immanentism, and with the Peniel Bible Conference
hold that every conviction must be examined in the light of Scripture and be completely
subject to the only infallible rule for faith and practice.
g. Finally, we deny not only the pattern alluded to, but also the allegation that adherents of the Peniel Bible Conference regard themselves as having arrived at an advanced
spiritual status distinct from other Christians who are still carnal. Again, it is not true that
Peniel withholds truth from anyone. Nevertheless, Peniel believes that truth is always to
be set forth in a context determined by the status and situation of the individual. Does not
the Scripture testify to this, in speaking of milk and strong meat in Heb. 5: 11-14?
5. Our Prayer in this Complaint
A. That the wider evidence of the original Complaint by certain members of Redeemer Church be disallowed as pertinent to that Complaint.
B. (1) That the Presbytery rule itself out of order in declaring doctrines as erroneous
without having studied those doctrines in committee and with reference both to
Scripture and our Secondary Standards; (2) That if the Presbytery sees fit, it set
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Complaint with a view to making any rulings it may feel necessary for the guidance of the churches.
C. That the Presbytery recognize that the congregation of Redeemer Church had not
been deeply divided by “the special practices of a large and distinct group,” but
was divided only when material of broader scope was introduced.
D. That the Presbytery rule the Complaint of the members of Redeemer Church out
of order for the reason that it was both premature and unwarranted in charging
the Session with delinquency before the Session had heard or considered all the
evidence eventually sent to Presbytery, and in that the aforesaid members did not
comply with the request of the Session that they follow Scriptural procedure in
satisfying their grievances against fellow members of the Church.
E. That the Presbytery relieve the Session of the obligation to “abandon” and “resist”
any teaching or procedure which has not yet been clearly established as erroneous
on the basis of a thorough Scriptural study.
Signed,
Bernard R. Grunstra
Walter T. Oliver
G. Travers Sloyer

On amended motion it was determined that the following papers be read:
1. T h e Majority Statement of the Session of Redeemer Church;
2. T h e Action of the Presbytery of Philadelphia October 26, 1957; and
3. T h e Report of the Committee to Answer the Complaint of Mr. Grunstra et nl
January 20, 1958.
These papers were read as follows:
1. MAJORITYSTATEMENT
OF THE SESSION
OF
REDEEMER
ORTHODOX
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH
Preliminary Remarks:
T h e question before Presbytery in this case is, “Has thc Session of Redeemer Church
been delinquent in failing to protect the membership of Redeemer from alleged (Peniel)
errors in sanctification and guidance?” And, “Are these ‘errors’ being circulated in Redeemer Church?”
T h e question, however, is complicated by the introduction of testimony from sources
outside Redeemer Church. These statements (from Mr. Casey, etc.) make serious accusations against individuals without the bounds of this Presbytery and also level charges of
doctrinal heresy against the Peniel Bible Conference. Naturally, this outside evidence has
been gathered to strengthen the allegation that Peniel’s doctrines of sanctification and
guidance are heterdox.
T h e Session was confronted with a difficult decision when this wider testimony was
presented. Should it receive such evidence? The Form of Government states that “The
Church Session is charged with maintaining the spiritual government of the congregation;
for which purpose, they have power to inquire into the knowledge and Christian conduct
of the members of the church; to call before them offenders and witnesses, being members
of their own congregation, and to introduce other witnesses, where it may be necessary to
bring the process to issue, and when they can be procured to attend , Since it was impossible to ascertain the validity of certain charges against individuals without calling those
persons from other geographical localities and Presbyteries to defend themselves; and since
no printed record of Peniel meetings cited in the complaint are obtainable, the Session
felt that its duty lay in an investigation of evidence and charges made within Redeemer
congregation. Without opportunity to hear both sides of the question, how could the Session consider these wider statements and hearsay evidence as sufficient proof of doctrinal
error?
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Yet the complaint ussumes that Peniel is in error in these doctrines. It charges the
Session with delinquency in failing to take that position when the Session had heard only
one side, and that side beset with problems as to its validity. However, it should be noted
that neither this Presbytery nor any other Presbytery has taken such an official position.
How can the Session of Redeemer Church be charged with delinquency in failing to do
what no other body of the Church has done?
T h e Session also found itself hesitant about the validity of the complaints from the
Church members. Charges of gricvous sin are made against unnamed members of the congregation (for example, “Making the Holy Spirit party to a deceit”). When the Session
inquired of the complainants whether they had first followed the command of Scripture
in Matthew 18:lS-17, they declared that they had nothing against individuals, but only
against certain “Peniel” doctrines. Again, how could the Session arrive at a judgment in
such grievances when no proof was adduced as to names, times, places, etc.! And how
could the Session honor accusations against other members in good standing in the Church
when those members were not allowed to answer their accusers? Unless Scriptural procedure is followed in such cases, we must ?lace these unfair accusations in the category
of slander.
Furthermore, two families of the complainants have removed their children from the
Sunday School on the grounds that there are teachers in the Sunday School who are sympathetic to Peniel. In this action the Session must once again protest the unchristian attitude of condemning persons unheard on the h i s of their associations. No proof that these
teachers have been teaching erroneous doctrines has ever been produced.
Conclusion :
In the mind of the Session, both Scripture and our Standards set down ways by which
grievances are to be handled. When those prescriptions are followed in humility, though
they may consume time, brethren are united, passions are checked, and hasty and unwise
accusations are curbed. W e cannot allow any group of God’s children to be condemned by
association and unheard in their own defense. Consequently, the Session in its majoritv
acted as it did.
Summary:

1) If the Presbytery limits itself to the original Complaint as presented to the Session
on August 4th, (one page signed by thirteen members), then what has to be demonstrated
is that false doctrines of sanctification and guidance actually were circulated among menibers of the Church, and that with the knowledge of the Session.
2) If the Presbytery determines to admit the larger scope of the material presented
with the Complaint, then it remains to be established that this material really constitutes
valid evidence of such circulation of false doctrine, and consequent Session delinquency.
In other words, it remains to be established that the doctrines alleged to be Peniel doctrines
are actually Peniel doctrines.
Mr. Grunstra and Mr. Sloyer wish to state personally that while they recognize certain similarities to Peniel doctrine as they understand it in the material presented in support of the Complaint, and by no means wish to obscure any differences of conviction
which exist among people of Presbyterian persuasion, yet they find such divergences from
the Peniel position in the supporting material as to constitute it at best only a caricature
of that position.
(It should also be noted that no charge is being leveled against Mr. Sloyer in the
Complaint. That his preaching has been Reformed and Scriptural can be ascertained by
an examination of his sermons, which exist in fairly full manuscript form.)
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It gives the undersigned great sorrow that in the course of our defense we must contradict a i d oppose the complainants, who are our brethren and our friends in the Lord.
Signed,
Bernard R. Grunstra
Walter T. Oliver
G. Travers Sloyer
Chronology :
June 2nd: Congregation votes 18-12 against merger with Gethsemane 0. P. C .
June 16th: Mr. Zinck informs Mr. Sloyer that five families are about to leave church because of g-roup in church holding “secret Bible classes who were responsible for the
voting down of the merger,” etc. Mr. Sloyer’s first knowledge of this dissension.
June 18th: (Special Session Meeting) Moved that Mr. Sloyer set forth the doctrinal position of the Peniel Bible Conference on sanctification and guidance at a meeting of
congregation after evening service June 30th.
June 30th: Mr. Sloyer speaks to congregation on Peniel’s doctrines of guidance and sanctification.
July 11th: (Special Session Meeting) “Moved that the Session meet with the Zincks,
Shaws, and Mr. Sinclair at their earliest convenience regarding their reasons for their
withdrawing their children from the Sunday School.” Agreed to hear Miss Nancy
Brown give a personal testimony regarding the reasons she had for withdrawing from
the Peniel movement.
July 23rd: Session met at the home of the Zincks to discuss their reasons for withdrawing
their son from the Sunday School.
August 2nd: (Special Session Meeting to hear written statement of Miss Nancy Brown
as to her grievances against certain persons in the church who are sympathetic to the
Peniel Bible Conference, etc.) After Miss Brown departed, a statement from Rev.
T. L. Casey, and a letter from the Szinday School Tiines were also read. Mr. Kellogg
stated he had other statements of the same nature, but the Session thinking they were
similar outside evidence, decided not to hear them. Mr. Kellogg moved that the Session go on record publicly that it opposed Peniel’s doctrines of guidance and sanctification. Motion lost because Session felt it was altogether too soon to condemn the doctrines since only negative evidence had been heard and no opportunity had yet been
given for a defense.
August 4th: Thirteen of the newest members of the Church present a one-page complaint
to Session charging it with delinquency in failing to protect the congregation from
errors in these doctrines “which are being circulated in the congregation.”
August 7th: (Special Session Meeting) Complaint acknowledged and the following reply
to it formulated: “The Session of the Redeemer 0.P. C. acknowledges receipt of the
Complaint lodged against it on August 4, 1957, by Warren J. Zinck, et al. Being
unconvinced of the delinquency complained of, however, and noting that the allegation ‘false doctrines’ has not been proved, the Session requests the complainants to
supply proof of error as held by members of Redeemer Church, and also to file charges
against any individual or individuals alleged to be circulating such ‘false doctrines’ in
the congregation, and to appear with proof of the same.
“The Session will be diligent to hear every specific charge, consider all authentic and
relevant information, and to act sincerely upon it as it sees its duty.”
(Various vacations intervened at this point preventing any meetings)
September 5th: (Special Session Meeting) Session met to hear the following members of
the Church read their Complaints: Mr. Bradford, Mr. Kellogg, Mrs. McDowell Mr.
Zinck, and Mr. Shaw. T h e Rev. Mr. McDowell appeared with his wife and Mrs.
McDowell was permitted to read their joint statement as her own. Mr. R4cDowell
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stated in this meeting that he had solicited the statements from Mews. Casey and
Petersen. T h e Session continued its deliberations after the complzinants departed. It
was agreed to meet with the Presbytery Committee on Visitation on September 10th
to discuss the problems of the Church. On motion the following statement was spread
on the minutes :
“That the Session of Redeemer 0.P. C. go on record as stating that the Rev.
William H. McDowell failed to consult with, or apprise the Session concerning
the fact that he had been invited to act as a spiritual adviser to certain individuals
in the congregation, and in so doing unintentionally sponsored actions that have
disturbed the peace and unity of the church.
“The Session takes strong exception to his having independently solicitcd from
Rev. Thompson L. Casey a letter addressed to the Session of Redeemer 0. P. C.
containing testimony of an anti-Peniel nature, and circulated a copy of the same
both within and outside of this congregation without Session’s previous knowledge or consent.”
Elder Kellogg dissented. O n request, Elder Grunstra read statements from Miss Ida
Van Riter, and from the Rev. H. T. Petersen which were included in a folder along
with statements of the complainants.
September 10th: (Special Session Meeting) Session met with Visitation Committee of
Presbytery to ask advice of the Committee concerning our Church problems. T h c
visitation committee orally gave the opinion that the complainants must properly bring
specific charges, having first gone through the procedure outlined i n Matthew 18:,
and that the Session had done what it could, although it ought to be seeking tivery
means to see the situation ameliorated.
September 15th: Session informed officially by Clerk of Presbytery that complainants
would appeal to Presbytery on Tuesday, September 17th.
OF PHILADELPHIA,
OCTOBER26, 1957
2. ACTIONOF THE PRESBYTERY
Whereas a complaint against the Session of the Redeemer Church has been brought
before the Presbytery, and
Whereas this complaint is supported by documents giving evidence of certain teachings and practices present in the congregation of the Redeemer Church which are due to
the influence of adherents of the Peniel Bible Conference, and
Whereas the Presbytery has heard extensive further testimony from both parties to
the complaint; in the light of all the above,
T h e Presbytery takes note of a procedure containing such elements a s the following.
“knowing the old man”, which often requires confession of private sin to others; “meeting
the cross”, or choosing death to the old man” and knowing the “full victory of the cross”;
“resisting”, “binding” and defeating Satan, as after the example of Christ, to drive Satan
out and to prepare the way for the Holy Spirit; asking the Holy Spirit to “take his rightful
place”; seeking the “witness of the Holy Spirit” in the choice of specific alternatives, both
small and large, including particular “life partners” for other people; receiving the immediate “witness of the Holy Spirit” in these matters; and recognizing those ~ 7 h ofollow this
pattern as having attained an advanced spiritual status, distinct from other Christians whu
are still “carnal” and to whom, therefore, this approach should not be communicated until
they are ready for it, and
T h e Presbytery concludes that these features constitute a system or pattern of sanctification and guidance which is contrary to the Bible and our standards in various respects,
including the following: it obscures the decisive significance, at conversion, of: our union
with Christ in the virtue of his death and the power of his resurrection, in that, before wi:
can be partakers of the victory secured by Christ in the cross, it calls for additional steps
on our part; it errs in its assumption that aspects of indwelling sin may be put to death by
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a specific procedure not set forth in the Scriptures; it is characterized by false mysticism
in its emphasis both in “resisting” Satan by way of personal encounter and in receiving
the immediate “witness” of the Spirit; it denies in practice the authority and sufficiency
of Scripture as our only infallible rule of faith and life; and it disrupts the unity of the
body of Christ.
T h e Presbytery, in making these declard:ions, recognizes that adherents of the Peniel
Bible Conference are known for their general commitment to Christian doctrine and their
earnestness and zeal in matters of spiritual life. It recognizes, moreover, that by no means
every person known to be an adherent of or associated with this movement is characterized
by a full awareness of and commitment to this distinctive system or pattern. T h e Presbytery desires to appeal to all such persons and indeed to all connected with this movement,
whether within Redeemer Church or outside of it, prayerfully to re-examine these views
in the light of Scripture and to abandon them as a distinctive system or pattern of sanctification and guidance.
T h e Presbytery, final13 finds that members of the Session, as evidenced by their
Majority Statement, were under a misconception as to the significance of the complaint
and as to their responsibility in the crisis in view. T h e congregation had been deeply
divided by the special practices of a large and distinct group. This emergency as a whole
is properly viewed in the complaint as one which it was the Session’s duty to seek to resolve. To have followed processes of judicial discipline against individuals, as proposed by
the Session’s Majority Statement, would have failed to deal with the larger division in the
congregation and would have diverted attention from those practices, considered as a distinctive system, which were the real cause of that division. Members of the Session, furthermore, were not unaware of the existence of these practices. Of the four members of the
Session, two are Peniel adherents of long standing, while another has for several years been
concerned about the presence of these practices in the Redeemer Church and is a signer of
the complaint. T h e majority of the Session assumcs that the teachings and practices in
question are unexceptionable. On the contrary, as has been declared above, these teachings
and practices are in error.
T h e Presbytery therefore directs the Session to engage in active resistance to these
teachings and practices by a program of instruction, in the pulpit, in the Sunday School
and in personal counselling, and report to the next regular meeting of the Presbytery
whether they have been able to proceed in compliance with this directive.

3.

REPORTOF

THE

COMMITTEE
TO ANSWERTHE COMPLAINT
OF
MR. GRUNSTRA,
ET AL.

lntrodztctioiz. In accordance with the Presbytcry’s action of November 18, 1957, the committee has met with the Session and with the congregation of the Redeemer Church. The
committee met with and advised the Session on December 3. At a meeting of the congregation on December 8 the committee sought to provide information and counsel. At a
further meeting with the Session on January 14 the committee made an additional attempt
to resolve the questions at issue. But the division in the Session remains the same. T h e
division in the congregation also continues. There are two groups in the Congregation:
Grst, those who support the pastor and the majority of the Session and who are adherents
of the Peniel Bible Conference; second, the thirteen signers of the original complaint of
Mr. Warren Zinck, et al. There are other members who at least for the most part support
the pastor and the majority of thc Session and who are not adherents of thc Peniel Bible
Conference. Motions were introduced at the end of the congregational meeting of December
8 with the following results: first, that the congregation go on record as supporting the
Presbytery’s action of October 26 (lost by a vote of 16 to 1 1 , with one abstention); and
second, that the congregation express lack of confidence in the pastor because of his handling of the present crisis (lost by a vote of 17 to 9, with two abstentions).
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A special meeting of the Presbytery to deal with the emergency, the possibility uF
which was envisioned in the Presbytery’s action of Novcrnber 18, was deferred in view oF
the proximity of the regular meeting of January 20.
T h e body of the following report consists of: (A) a proposed answer to the complaint
of Mr. Bernard R. Grunstra, et d.,which is presented to the Presbytery for adoption; and
(B) a more detailed study of that complaint, which is presented to the Presbytery 3s pertinent information.
W e recommend the adoption of the proposed answer.
Arthur W. Kuschke, Jr.
Leslie W. Sloat
Ned B. Stonehouse, Chairman

A. A proposed answer

to the complaint of Mr. Gritnstra, et al.
O n October 26, 1957 the Presbytery of Philadelphia directed the Session of the Rcdeemer Church to engage in active resistance to certain teac ings and practices, and to
report to the Presbytery on November 18 whether they had bedn able to proceed in compliance with the Presbytery’s directive. O n November 18 a complaint against the Presbytery’s action of October 26 was entered by three members of the Session, and this complaint
was declared to constitute the Session’s report in response to the Presbytery’s directive. This
complaint, sicgned by Messrs. Grunstra, Oliver and Sloycr, takes issue with the Presbytery’s
procedure and decision and prays that the decision be revcrsed.
T h e Presbytery found, on October 26, that certain practices exist in the Rcdecmcr
Church. T h e existence of these practices was established by credible and explicit testimony,
to which no refutation was provided. These practices were found to constitute a system or
pattern, of sanctification and guidance, contrary to the Bible and our sbndards. It is to be
noted that the new complaint does not seek to come to grips with the testimony as to the
existence of these practices; nor does it deny the existence of these practices; nor does it
repudiate these practices. Moreover, in all that is said in the complaint to exhibit thc understanding placed upon these practices by two members of the Session, there is nothing
to exclude the Presbytery’s interpretation of these practices as given on October 26. T h e
complaint does not therefore furnish ground for the reversal OF the Presbytery’s action of
October 26.
B . A further study of the complaint of Mr. Grumtra, et a2.
I. T h c central issuc may be stated as follows: are the practices listed in the Presbytery’s action of October 26, 1957 characteristic of the Peniel Bible Conference; are these
practices present in the Redeemer Church; and are these practices in error?
(a.) It is necessary to review the evidence that these practices are characteristic of
the Peniel Bible Conference and arc present in the Redeemer Church, because of statcments of apparent repudialion which appear in thc complaint. Thus the complaint says
that the Presbytery, in making its ruling, “disregarded statements presented by the Peniel
Bible Confercncc denying that it holds to 3 sct procedure of sanctification and guidance.”
(p. 1); and “the directivc assumes that a certain doctrinal pattern and procedure are being
circulated in Redeemer Church by the adherents of the Peniel Bible Conference with the
knowledge and consent of the Session; whereas, no valid evidence is adduced to prove the
assumption” (p. 2). And Messrs. Grunstra and Sloyer, in that part of the complaint for
which they assume responsibility, reject “any set pattern of sanctification and guidance a\
though there were no other” (p. 3) and deny “the pattern alluded to’’ (p. 6).
These denials in the complaint are qualified. They are qualified, for example, by the
words “a set procedure”, or “any set pattern . . . as though there were no other”. But thcsc
qualifications do not exclude the admission of the existence of certain practices, considered
collectively; and this is plain from the recorded testimony of Mr. Sloyer in answer to questions which wcre put to him at the meeting of the Presbvterg on October 12, as follows:
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“Q. A while ago when I was talking to Mr. Casey, I asked him about certain practiccs
which he had mentioned in his earlier statement: ‘knowing the old man, meeting the cross,
resisting the enemy, asking the Holy Spirit to take his rightful place, seeking the witness
of the Holy Spirit, and receiving that witness’. Do you recognize these practices as being
carried on by people of the Peniel Bible Conference? A. Yes, I do. Q. As being carried on
in the Redeemer Church, too, by the people in Redeemer Church who are interested in
the Peniel Bible Conference? A. In their own private lives, you mean, and in their associations with Peniel - that’s true, yes. Q. Would you recognize that these practices constitute,
as Mr. Casey said, a formula or a pattern? A. No, I do not. Q. Are they not all regqrded
as being essential to the particular Peniel approach to sanctification and guidance.? A.
Well, they all have a relationship to the stress that Peniel places on Christian elrperience,
but I would not put them into a schematism as Mr. Casey docs, and say that if you begin
at number one and go through to number ten you are bound to come out at number eleven,
that’s the only way you can get guidance, by following those particular steps in that mechanical schematism. Q. Isn’t it necessary, though, to meet the cross and take a stand
against Satan before seeking the witness of the Holy Spirit in any particular precise matter? A. Not always, no. Q. But it is sometimes? A. It is sometimes.” (Quotations from thc
recorded testimony are based upon an unofficial transcript of a portion of the recording
made at Presbytery.)
From this testimony it appears correct to conclude that the practiccs named in this
testimony are characteristic of Peniel and exist in the membership of the Redeemer Church.
But do they constitute a distinctive system or pattern? While not a “mechanical schematism” in the rigid sense rejected by Mr. Sloyer, they may still form a system or pattern,
the distinctive elements of which continually recur and are regularly used - although not
all at once or without variation - and which may properly be arranged in the order given
in the Presbytery’s action of October 26. That action said: “The Presbytery takes note of
a procedure containing such elements as the following”, and then named the various
practices; and it also judged that “these features constitute a system or pattern of sanctification and guidance”. This system or pattern was viewed as a systematic rather than an
invariable, mechanical, arrangement; the Presbytery had in view especially the testimony
nf Mr. Casey, who said: “The procedure set down logically is something like this”, and
then itemized the practices in question (p. 5 of his statement attached to the complaint of
Mr. Zinck, et d.).In later recorded testimony Mr. Casey said: “Yes sir, there certainly
is, very definite organic connection between these practices. They are part of a certain
ritual, certain procedure which is followed in the Peniel Bible Conference. Not in every
case in exactly the same way, of course, but generally, there is a following of these procedures in the order in which I listed them, and there is an organic connection between
them.” It seems just, then, to speak of a distinctive system or pattern in the sense of a
group of acknowledged, distinctive practices, which have an organic connection and a
logical sequence, and which at least sometimes have an actual sequence in practice.
These practices were designated by Pciiicl adherents, in the meetings which the
present committee has recently held, as the Peniel method of counselling therapy. This
idea of a counselling therapy was repeatedly evident, however, in the written and oral
testimony heard by the Presbytery. Thus Miss Nancy Brown “met the cross” with Mr.
Sloyer as a means of resolving her problems of lack of fellowship with her Peniel friends
in the Redecmer Church. As questioned by hlr. McDowell, she replied as follows: “A. I
went to the pastor of my church and told him of the difficulty I was having in having
fellowship with the people 1: was living with. I couldn’t understand why there was such
a difficulty there, and I told him of the - that I had been told that I hadn’t met the
victory of the cross, and - Q. You had not yct met the victory of the cross? A. Yes. Q. Mr.
Sloyer told you that - he also told you that that was the trouble? A. Yes. Q. Did he say
that the others had met the victory of the cross? A. Well, I w a s led to assume that they
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had already experienced it. Q. W h a t solution did Mr. Sloyer offer to this conflict betwccn
you and these people on the basis of your not having met the cross? A. Well, through
discussion we traced different traits of my “old man” in which Satan had been able to
work in and he still had a ruling part in, and through counselling I admitted where Satan
still had control of my life and I wanted the victory of the cross so that he would no
longer have that control. . . W e then approached Satan and verbally rebuked him for
his ruling part in my life. W e bound him in the name of Jesus Christ. . . W e claimed
him as my defeated foe and we claimed the victory of the cross over him and then wc cdlecl
upon the Holy Spirit to fill me with himself and we asked him to have full control. .
Q. You mentioned praying. In the course of prayer you addressed Satan and then you
addressed the Holy Spirit. A. (Yes). Q. Now did you pray.intelligently; did you pray froiii
the conviction of your o w n heart, or did you follow some other procedure? A. No, I didn’t.
I didn’t know exactly how to pray because this was something new to me, and Pastor
Sloyer told me what to pray and I prayed each sentence after he told me. Q. You yrJyec1
the words that he told you pray? A. That’s right. Q. And is this . . usually the procedure
followed in leading young people to the cross? A. Well, as far as I know from my own
experience, and others, this is the procedure. Q. That is my experience too, Nancy. You
see, I too have met the cross. Now you were given the words to pray. Now how many
times after that if any did you re-meet the cross? A. Well, I met it twice with Pastur
Slayer after that concerning other difficulties rhat I had counselled with hirn about, and
then I met the cross twice with Miss Susan Beers.”
(b.) Concluding that the practices in view are Peniel practices and are present ill
the Redeemer Church, it must be considered whether these practices are i n error. Here it
is well to recall the recorded testimony of Mr. Sloyer, when he was questioned as follows:
“Q. You have just indicated that these practices referred to form a part of the program
which Peniel - the Peniel movement sponsors. Is that correct? A, Well, I am admitting
the terms that are being used. But I do not necessarily admit that the way they are presented in the cornplaint (Lee, of Messrs. Zinck, et a l . ) either by Mr. Casey or any one else
necessarily gives the proper picture that Peniel presents in using those terms. Q. But
Peniel does use those terms? A. It does use those terms. But not always with the same content as the complaint uses those terms.”
Determination of the content to be assigned to these terms, which is necessary in order
to decide whether the practices arc in error, must be studied with four factors in mind:
first, the testimony of qualified witnesses who were formerly adherents of Pcniel; second,
the circulation by Penicl of “Overcomer” literature, especially that by Mrs. Jessie PennLewis; third, the consideration that adherents of Peniel may differ among themselves in
the understanding of the terms; and fourth, the objective sense conveyed by the words
themselves. As to the first, there are a number of persons known to the Presbytery who
once adhered to Peniel but repudiated it. These include not only Miss Nancy Brown and
the Rev. Thompson Casey, whose experience with Pcniel was recent, but also Miss Ida
Van Riter and the Rev. hkssrs. Petersen, Goodrow, and Commeret, who broke away from
Peniel at carlicr times. These all agree as to the basic significance OF the terms used in
Peniel practices. T h e fullness and detail of thc testimony of Miss Brown and Mr. Casev.
both of whom had direct knowledge of the existence oF Peniel in the Redeemer Church,
are especially significant. It is conceivable, of course, that even Mr. Casey, in spite of his
theological training and close acquaintance with Peniel, was mistaken as to the correct
significance attached to the terms used in Peniel practices. But if such wcre.the case it
would nevertheless remain true that a large group of reputable witnesses agree independently on the basis of their experiences i n Peniel at different times; that the distinctive
Peniel practices are in error. If these practices were actually not in error it would nevertheless remain true that Peniel has failed to usc language which to thcsc ivitncsscs was
orthodox.
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As to the second factor, certain literature which has from the beginning been circulated in the Peniel niovcment places upon the terms under consideration the same understanding which is held by the witnesscs who have repudiated Peniel. Quotations from
this literature will be made below. Its source is the “Overcomer” movement of England,
founded by Mrs. Jessie Penn-Lewis. As to the third factor, there appear to be different understandings of the terms within Peniel. Thus while some may have the specific understanding held, for example, by Messrs. Casey and Petersen, others may have a more general
understanding. Also some may differ from othcrs in the emphasis put upon certain terms
and practices. Yet all have a sense of commitment to the Peniel movement. As to the fourth
factor respecting the content of thc Peniel terms, it may be observed that the words must
be allowed their objective significance in the light of Scripture; and moreover that words
repeatcdly used undcr certain circumstances and for certain purposes must be allowed a
meaning which conforms to those circumstances and purposes.
T h e various practices will be examined consecutively as they were stated in the Presbytery’s action of October 26.
1. “Knowing the old man”, tvhich often requires confession of private sin to others.
“To know the mind of the Spirit”, says Mr. Casey in his statement attached to the complaint of Mr. Zinck, et al., “one must come to know his ‘old man’. By the ‘old man’ is
meant the aggregate of characteristics the believer has, both inward and outward, which
are contrary to the Word of God. In a given situation, one must know what his ‘old man’
is like so as to guard against his own personal inclination and desires which may be, not
necessarily are, contrary to what the Spirit’s will may be. How does one get to know his
‘old man’?Well, by asking the Holy Spirit to ‘show him his old man’. Peniel is constantly
warning its adherents against the dangers of morbid introspection. Why? Because that is
one of the greatest dangers inherent in Peniel teaching. If the Holy Spirit is going to
‘show 370u your old man’, and you ought to know this ‘old man’, and you must ‘know’ the
Holy Spirit, then unwholesome introspection is inevitable. It was in my case. . . One
must ‘know his old man’ so he can ‘meet thc cross’ in the most specific way possible, reckoning this characteristic of the old man dead, that dead, etc. T h e more specific the more
effective. Hours can thus be consumed in ‘meeting the cross’. One does not meet the cross
alone i n Peniel. Ordinarily it is with one of the members of the Prayer Council. This tends
to produce an unwholesome dependence on certain people.” (pages 4-5). In his rccorded
testimony Mr. Casey also said: “It gives them a great opportunity to suggest things and to
use the power of suggestion. Q. Do they sometimes suggest what your sins might be? A.
Yes, that’s true, on occasion, that is so. Q. Now then, by this process these advisers come to
know your particular sins. A. O h yes, that is definitely so. Q. Do they use that information
at any subsequent time, in the event that you might perhaps begin to doubt the teachings
of Peniel? A. Indeed so. In fact, that was one thing that was used with me. Q. What if a
person tries to break away? Would they make this widely known, that he is guilty of certain sins? A. Well, for instance in my case, I freely admitted that I had been proud, and I
guess that was a sort of besetting sin of mine, and I readily confess it. But they of course
were aware of it, and aware of it, and aware of other things, and of course they just
rationalized that thing into using it as sort of a club in a sense; when I began to break
away from thc Conference it was mentioned - my pride was mentioned, and things of
that nature.
When you begin to break from the Conference those sins are remembered. .
and are
. regarded as the reason why a person breaks from the Conference. He is not
willing to meet the cross about some issue or other; he’s got some particular besetting sin or
characteristic of the old man which prevents him from following along. . .”
Miss Brown testified in her statement attached to the complaint of Mr. Zinck, et al.
that her Peniel friends in Redeemer had gone to Mr. Sloyer “and said they knew the rnot
of the problem in my life and that in order to have fellowship with me I needed to come
to the victory of the cross”. She counsellcd with Mr. Sloyer. “Before I left the manse we
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traccd this problem to the particular character of my ‘old man’ which wits mcntioncd. . .
to the pastor”. She then “met the cross”. “However, I did not feel as if this experience had
really helped the situation where I was living. That particular characteristic of my ‘olcl
man’ was not forgotten by these people and I was mofe open to criticism in a much wider
emphasis. . . I was then encouraged to speak to the local teacher of the Peniel class, who
was also a founder of the group.
She then led me into another confession of my sins
which were of the same characteristic of my ‘old man’ that thc Pastor and I acknowledged.
Once again, which was supposed to be final, I took a stand against Satan and defeated hiin
in the same way as before with my Pastor. This particular characteristic of my ‘olcl man’
was revealed to these people by the Holy Spirit and they knew by my actions and coiivc‘rsation as they diagnosed my problem, that I had not met the victory of Calvary in my
‘old man’ ” (pp. 3-4).
I n the complaint of Mr. Grunstra, et al., there is a section where Mr. Sloyer and Mr.
Grunstra give their personal understanding of the terms used in the Peniel practices (although saying, “we do not personally employ all of them” p. 3). With reference to “knowing the old man” they say, “By this phrase we believe the Peniel Bible Conference is
seeking to point up the believer’s responsibility to know his own sin, according to the
Scriptures, and to allow God to specify it after the sentiment of Psalm 139:23,24: ‘Search
me, 0 God, and know my heart. .’ After all, how can the believer die more and more
unto sin unless he becomes acquainted progressively with what sin besets him?” (p. 4).
W e comment: it is un-Biblical to speak of our “allowing God” to clo something. Also, a
believer dies more and more unto sin not necessarily through his acquaintance with particular sins, but through the work of the Holy Spirit. Dying unto sin is not merely our
effort to put away particular sins; it is especially our love for God, his commandments and
his truth which progressively causes us to hate, and weans us away from, the corruption
of our indwelling sin in its totality.
Observations on “knowing the olcl nzan”: first, the terniinology is contrary to Scriptural usage in Rom. 6:6, Eph. 4:22, and Col. 3:9. Peniel emphasizes (Romans) 6, and
assumes that “the old man” is the name for the Christian’s indwelling sin, and that the
regenerate person has two “natures”, the old man and the new. In a long exegetical study
in his book, PrincipZes of Conduct, Professor John Murray concludes: “The old man is
the unregenerate man; the new man is the regenerate man created in Christ Jesus unto
good works. It is no more feasible to call the believer a new man and an old man, than it
is to call him a regenerate man and an unregenerate. And neither is it warranted to speak
of the believer as having in him the old man and the new man. This kind of terminology
is without warrant and it is but another method of doing prejudice to the doctrine which
Paul was so jealous to establish when he said, ‘our old man has been crucified’ ” (p. 218;
sec also pp. 211-221). I n the same author’s Redemption Accomplished and Applied we
find these statements : “An all-important consideration derived from the priority of calling
and regeneration is that sin is dethroned in every person who is effectually called and regenerated. Calling unites to Christ (I COT.1:9), and if the person called is united to
Christ he is united to him in the virtue of his death and the power of his resurrection; he
is dead to sin, the old man has been crucified, the body of sin has been destroyed, sin does
not have the dominion (Roni. 6:2-6, 14). In Romans 6: 14, Paul is not simply giving an
exhortation. H e is making an apodictic statement to the effect that sin will not have dominion over the person who is under grace” (pp. 177f.). Turning back to Principles of
Conduct, we read: “If the believer were under the dominion of any sin, then the truth
of the proposition ‘sin shall not have dominion over you’ would be abrogated” (p. 220).
If these conclusions as to the Biblical sense of “the old man” are correct then it is clear
that the Peniel terminology, in calling upon the believer to continue to know his old lnan
and‘to put the old man to death, is a terminology which places upon the believer thc burden of a life-long struggle to do what was actually done for him once for all in his calling
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and regeneration. Or, as Miss Brown describes the adherents of Peniel, “somchow they
e-ed
to be battling daily against their ‘old man’ who evidently had not been fully taken
care of on the cross when Christ died for our sins” (p. 1). It is also of course a faulty
psychology from the Biblical standpoint. Moreover particular characteristics of “the old
man” need to be “put to death”. Miss Brown testified that she felt “bound to the sins of
my old nature” (p. 5 ) in traits “where Satan still had control of my life” (recorded testimony), and Mr. Casey stated that the powcr of sin needed to be “broken” by “meeting
the cross” (p. 5). Thus it appears that Peniel misinterprets Rom. 6:14 as an exhortation
rather than as an apodictic statement that sin will not have dominion.
But second - and it may be noted that this would still be true evm if “the old man”
of Rom: 6:6 wcre to allow reference to the present indwelling sin of the believer - the
Peniel usage of “ m y old man” exhibits an exceedingly superficial view of the corrupt state
of the human heart. By considering thc indwelling sin of each believer as merely thc
aggregation of his particular sins - “one must ‘know his old man’ sc he can ‘meet the
cross’ in the most specific way possible, reckoning this characteristic of the old man dead,
that dead, etc.,” said Mr. Casey - the depth and pervasiveness of indwelling sin is glossed
over. “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?”
(Jer. 17:9). Paul says, “For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no gond
thing” (Rom. 7: 18).
Third, it is presumptuous to assume that particular sinful tcndencies really characterize, and are the key to, one’s personal “old man”. Sin has truly been said to be “an interminable tangle of irrationality”. Only God knows the heart. When in the words of the
Psalmist we ask him to search and try our hearts (Ps. 139:23-24) we do not ask him to
reveal to us, to discover to each of us his characteristic “old man”. Only God searches and
knows us; his knowledge is too wonderful for us; it is high, we cannot attain unto it
(verses 1 and 6). According to verses 23-24 we leave it to God to lead us in the way everlasting, to know us, to chastise us and to work true repentance in us, because these things
are his works and not ours. Here it may be noted that Miss Brown said in her statement,
“This particular characteristic of my ‘old man’ was revealed to these people by the Holy
Spirit”. . (p. 4). One gets “to know his ‘old man’ ”, says Mr. Casey, “by asking the Moly
Spirit to ‘show him his old man’ ” (p. 4).
Fourth, conviction of particular sins, considered as distinct from the terminology of
knowing “one’s old man”, comes not through that introspection in which Miss Brown and
Mr. Casey testified they were bound but through the power of the Scriptures. “By the law
is the knowledge of sin” (Rom. 3:20); “Sanctify them through thy truth: they word is
truth” (John 17: 17). Miss Brown stated, “To live a victorious life, I was to daily choose
death unto my normal desires, emotions, carnal mind, and especially the weakest part of
my ‘old man’ which had now been placed upon the cross and I had chosen death to. However, many more fears came upon me as I felt remorseful for my sins against God and my
failure to completely please Him every day. My mind was in a turmoil. .” (p. 4). Mr.
Casey spoke of “morbid’ and unwholesome introspection” and a “labyrinth of scruples”
(p. 4). A wholesome self-examination should be conducted under the control of the objective truth of the Bible, rather than by a daily subjective search for particular sins in
order to “choose death” to them.
Fifth, the practice of confession of private sin to others in “knowing the old man” is
a presumptuous on the part of the counsellors and leads to undue discussion of the sins of
others and undue pressure upon those who may seek to break away. Mr. Sloyer and Mr.
Grunstra reject “confession of private sins to others as a requirement” (11. 3). The Presbytery’s action of October 26 used the words, “ ‘knowing the old man’, which often requires
confession of private sin to others”. This statement was based upon the testimony of Miss
Brown and Mr. Casey, as quoted above, and as also found in Mr. Casey’s recorded testimony that “ordinarily the procedure is that he confesses these characteristics to other
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people; they are worked out, you might say, in conference - leaders of the conference and
other members of the conference - sometimes at great length in great detail. , I have
certainly ‘met the cross’, to use that expression, . . . alone. But my intention is to make
clear that ordinarily the thought is of crucial periods, and in matters of weight and a t
other times as well when there are problems, one meets the cross with leaders of the conference. . .” It may be that the rejection by Mr. Sloyer and Mr. Grunstra means only
that this confession to others is not always necessary. That the practice is present in Redeemer Church is evident from Miss Brown’s testimony.
Sins should be confessed to God (“against thee, thee only, have I sinned”, Ps. 5 1:4),
and to others in cases of sins against brethren or cases of public sins, but not under normil
conditions to certain people who regularly act as counsellors. It is presumptuous for counsellors to “suggest” an individual’s particular sins, or to agree with the individual that
particular sins may be isolated as specific characteristics of that individual’s “old man”.
Moreover insofar as counsellors have divulged the particular sins confessed to them, or have
used them, in Mr. Casey’s terms, as a “club” against those who seek to break away from
Peniel, the practice is to be condemned. It is necessary to state that this method of disciplinary action against those who resist Peniel teaching or wish to depart from Peniel, as
a customary practice, is well-established by the testimony of those who have left Peniel.
In addition to the statements of Miss Brown and Mr. Casey there is, for example, the
account of Mr. Petersen attached to the complaint of Messrs. Zinck, et aE.
2. “Meeting the cross”, or “clzoosing death to the old man” and knowing the “full
victory of the cross”. T h e term “meeting the cross” is used in a narrower and in a wider
sense. In the narrower sense it is used in the sense just underlined; in the wider sense it
means a process including other practices as well, such as “knowing the old man” or
“binding” Satan. According to Mr. Casey’s recorded testimony, the particular characteristics
of one’s indwelling sin are “put to death”, and “sin is broken from center to circumference
and there is certainly a thought there that by going through this procedure there is a
definite deliverance from the power of sin. Now I don’t believe that Peniel teaches that
the believer is not delivered from the power of sin in conversion. I believe that it does.
Peniel definitely teaches that . the believer is united to Christ in his death and resurrection, of course, through conversion. . But the thought is also maintained that this
particular procedure does definitely enable the believer to know deliverance from sin by
following this procedure which is a sort of milestone in his life, you see - a leap upwards
- and there are those, therefore, who have not met the cross and there are those who have
met the cross. .” T o repeat a statement of Miss Brown’s, “To live a victorious life, I was
to daily choose death unto my normal desires, emotions, carnal mind, and especially the
weakest part of my ‘old man’ which had now been placed upon the cross and I had chosen
death to” (p. 4). T h e Peniel Trumpet Call, published by the Peniel Bible Conference
and received by Peniel adherents in the Redeemer Church, carries a study of this subject
in the issue of April, 1957. It says: “This choosing of the cross for the Christian is the
fundamental crisis in life” ,(p. 3). “To have gone through the supreme crisis of accepting
the cross, of accepting God’s sentence of death upon our old man, does not mean that
henceforth the old man will automatically be kept on the cross in the place of death, and
that there will be no more crises, no more deaths to die. . The tragedy is that so many
Christians, at some crisis hour in their lives, choose th_e cross, and then do not allow it to
operate consistently in their lives. There is a ccming down from the cross when the deathpains are felt
Real discipleship begins with a crisis - the crisis of accepting the cross
for oneself; but that crisis must be followed by a process - the process of keeping the flesh
in the place of death upon the cross” ‘(p. 4). The subject is continued in the issue of
May, 1957: “The apostle Paul said to himself, ‘I am crucified with Christ’ (Gal. 2:20).
What Paul meant was that his crucifixion with Christ, which historically took place on
Calvary, and actually, SO far as his own personal experience was concerned, took place
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when he voluntarily chose the cross for himself, had effects which continued right to the
day he wrote these words; but these effects continued only because he chose that his flesh
remain on the cross. And so he says of himself, in I Cor. 15:31, ‘I die daily’. T h e flesh
does not die once for all; it must be kept in the place of death. It must never be forgotten
that the flesh remains with us as long as we live; it is never eradicated or destroyed. . .
There is only one cross for the Christian, jzrst us there was only one cross for Christ. Tlznt
cross i s the cross 012 which we die to sin; but death is made experimental only as we choose
that the cross operate upon our old man. Taking up our cross means death - to thc old
man. It entails death-pangs suffered by the old man as we allow God to pass the sentence
of death upon him. . . And then there is the daily keeping of the flesh on the cross, the
keeping up-to-date of our co-crucifixion with Christ, which is impossible without a teal
knowledge of the Holy Spirit of God and a real recognition of his voice. When these two
conditions are met, we are in a position to look to Him for His will for our lives” (pp.
1-2). Finally, a quotation from Mrs. Jessie Penn-Lewis, who appears to be the historical
source of the distinctive Peniel positions. A copy of the pamphlet T h e “Clinic Hour”;
Gleanings from Question Hours Conducted by Mrs. Penn-Lewis, has been in use among
Peniel adherents in the Redeemer Church. It says: “The Scriptural way to deal with sin
is - not to “get victory over it”, but to die to it! You must reckon yourself dead to sin dqy
by day, hour by hour, moment by moment, in order to be in a position to overcome the
world and overcome Satan” (p. 4). “Our evil nature has already been put to death on the
Cross of Christ. That is God’s fact. But experimentally it has to be yielded to death point
by point, as we discover it” (p. 9).
Mr. Sloyer and Mr. Grunstra interpret the terms “meeting the cross” and “choosing
death to the old man” by saying “Here we believe the doctrine of mortification is in view.
When the expression “meeting the cross” is employed, we do not believe it is used with
any second or radical operation of grace in mind, but it is used with that challenge to meet
the implications of one’s discipleship to the Lord Jesus Christ (Luke ll:26ff). It is meant
to elucidate the extent of one’s obedience; namely that he should as a Christian be willing
to follow, if necessary, unto the death: ‘Whosoever doth not bear his cross cannot be mv
disciple’ ’’ (p. 4).
Observations on “meeting the cross”: first, Biblical truth is involved in this practice
insofar as there is faithful mortification of sin, as rhat which is contrary to our union with
Christ in his death on the cross, where we too died in him, so that we are dead with
Christ from the rudiments of the world. But second, the terminology is contrary to Scripture; “choosing death to the old man” is the same as “choosing death to the unregenerate
man”. It is also incorrect to apply Paul’s statement “I die daily” (I Cor. 15:31) to the
mortification of sin; Paul means he is in daily jeopardy of physical death in the tribulations of his apostolic office. Third, it is seriously mistaken to put the emphasis on our
choosing death to the “old man”; to say that “we allow God to pass the sentence of death”,
to say that the effects of our union with Christ in his death continue only became we
choose that our flesh remain on the cross and are “made experimental only as we choose
that the cross operate upon our old man”. This fails to do justice to the divine initiative
and controlling prerogative of the Holy Spirit in the work of sanctification. It throws the
emphasis on human initiative in the repetition of a subjective process, as we seek to reimplicate ourselves in the death of Christ. T h e danger is that we assume an easy way of
doing for ourselves, by certain arbitrary forms, the work which we should trust the Holy
Spirit to work in us by the powcr of the Word; that we daily run through a list of what
we suppose to be our characteristic sins and assume that they are thereby “dealt with”
when in actuality we ncglect the real intensiveness and pervasiveness of our sin, as well as
our need for complete reliance upon divine grace - this, to repeat, is a danger invited by
this practice. Fourth, this practice obscures the decisive significance, in our effectual calling, of our union with Christ in the virtue of his death and the power of his resurrection;
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because it teaches that we can experience the victory secured by Christ in the cross “only
because” we choose that our “flesh remain on the cross”; “only as we choose that the cross
operate upon our old man” (PenieZ T r u m p e t Call, May 1957, pp. 1-2). It rests our experience of the victory of the cross, and of our delivcrance there from the power of sin,
upon additional steps on our part. T o be sure Peniel acknowledges that at conversion the
believer is delivered from the power of sin by his union with Christ; but a t the same time
it also teaches, and especially emphasizes as the indispensable means to the spiritual blessings which God has designed for the Christian life, that we must meet the cross if thc
Christian is to know “real discipleship” (Pcniel T r u m p e t Call, April 1957, p. 4); if “the
power of sin is” to be “broken from center to circumference” (Mr. Casey’s statement. p.
5); and if we are to know “the full victory of the Cross” (Miss Brown’s statement, p. 7).
Mr. Casey observes in his recorded testimony that according to Peniel, meeting the cross
“does definitely enable the believer to know deliverance from sin by following this procedure which is sort of milestone in his life”, “a leap upwards”; and which sets up a
dividing line between those who “have”, and those “who have not, met the cross”; and he
observes that this “tends to obscure the once-for-all-ness,the finality - it tends to reduce to
an experience, to a present experience, something which was accomplished once and for
all”. Hebrews 10:10, 14, show the finality of the work of Christ in sanctification: “we are
sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. . . For by one offering he hath perfected forever them that are sanctified”.
3. “Resisting”, “binding” and defeating Satan, CIS after the exniiiple of Christ, io
drive Satan ozrt and to prepare t h e w a y for the Holy Spirit. Mr. Casey says “Invariably
the method used is direct address of the devil. Sometimes it is quite lengthy and often detailed. (Peniel seeks to ‘bind the enemy’ in certain situations). . . T h e main reason, so far
as guidance is concerned, why Satan must be resisted is because he often insinuates himself
‘as an angel of light’ into the consciousness of the believer and thus counterfeits the ‘witness’ of the Spirit. In order to have the pure witness of the Spirit, Satan must be resisted
so that he will not interfere. By this method he can be kept out of the believer’s consciousness so the believer can receive the genuine ‘witness’ of the Holy Spirit whom he knows
immediately” (p. 5). And in Mr. Casey’s recorded testimony: “Satan is directly addressed. . . Q. Do they bind him so that he cannot interfere in certain situations? A. Yes,
precisely. The language used is, ‘You shall not do so and so’, and ‘You shall not do this or
that’. . . When a person meets the cross then they exorcise Satan by rebuking him and
saying that he has no more power over them. . and telling him to take his place of defeat,
you see, as though he had not already taken his place of defeat through the victory of our
Lord, and through the union of the believer with Him. Q. Is Satan told to get out of
individuals, certain individuals? A. Oh yes, that is correct, sir. . .Q. Satan has to be driven
out before the Holy Spirit can move in? A. That’s correct.”
According to Miss Brown’s recorded testimony, “I went to Pastor Sloycr and told him
of the difficulty that I was having in trying to fully accept these doctrines. Q. Which
doctrines in particular? A. Particularly the doctrine of entering into personal combat with
Satan. Q. I see. W h y do you feel that way? A. Well, I kept feeling that it was wrong to
approach Satan, and a verse from Judc 1 : 9 was very impressive upon my attitudc and
thinking toward this. And that was when Michael disputed with Satan about the body of
Moses (and) was not able to - said I durst not make a railing accusation against him.
Q. Would you call these approaches to Satan railing accusations? A. Yes, very much so.
Q. So you went to the pastor about these things, and what did you say to Mr. Sloyer about
that problem? A. Well, I told him that I very seriously had considered leaving Redeemer
Church and the Peniel Bible movement. Q. And then . . . did he make any reply or suggestion to that? A. He counselled with me and told me that he didn’t want to see me
leave, and later on he gave me a list of Bible verses which would encourage me to attack to personally enter into combat with Satan. Q. Did he suggest to you that you should con-
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sider it your moral responsibility to remain loyal and faithful to thesc doctrines that you
had been taught? A.Yes, he did.” And in her statement Miss Brown said: “I expressed
the desire and possibility of my mother attending Redeemer Church on a Sunday when
two elders were to be ordained. However, the possibility that Satan would work through
my mother in some special way to frustrate the effectiveness of this service was given as
ground for objection to my mother’s presence on that particular day” (p. 8). MI. Petersen,
in his statement attached to the complaint of Mr. Zinck, et al. says: “When a person
resists such dealings he is often labelled as being possessed of the devil, and in the prolonged prayer accompanying these conferences, leaders will in prayer address Satan, commanding him to get out of the person in question. T o any one who sincerely loves the
Lord, it is a frightening thought to be regarded as in league with the devil. This fear is a
psychological weapon in maintaining the dominance which the Council employs to rule
the Conference and the private affairs of its members” (p. 8).
An article by Mrs. Penn-Lewis entitled H o w to Bind the Strong Mu%, in the possession of Miss Brown, says: “Until we know how to take heed to the Lord’s warning and
‘first bind the strong man’, the attempts we make to ‘spoil his goods’ will only enrage
him. . . Servant of the King, thou art sent forth by the Deliverer to do His works! (John
14: 12). He bids you do what H e did! ‘First bind the strong mun’ ere you point the captives to Calvary. . , If Satan has any hold of you, servant of Christ, you cannot deliver
others from his power.
T o tamper with sin of any kind will quench the power of the
Holy Spirit in us, by which alone we can ‘bind’ the operations of the strong man around
us.))
Observations on “resisting” and “binding” S a t m : first, the obsessive concern with
Satan and upon a personal encounter with Satan has elements of mxbid niysticisiii. Second, the evidence shows that the lengthy, direct address of Satan is contrary to the implied instruction of Jude 9, in bringing “railing accusations” against Satan. Calvin says
i n loco: “Michael dared not to speak more severely against Satan than to deliver him to
God to be restrained”. Third, it is presumptuous to suppose that we may act in Christ’s
name to direct Satan to come out of individuals or not to interfere in certain events.
Fourth, we cannot bind Satan. T h e Peniel “resisting” of Satan goes beyond the Scriptural
injunction to “resist the devil” and includes “binding” him. Mr. Sloyer and Mr. Grunstra
say, “Peniel does not employ any such term as ‘defeating Satan’ and moreover, it docs not
have any practice which can be construed as defeating Satan. That is a work which
Christ alone accomplished” (p. 5). (It may be observed that the Presbytery’s action of
October 26 derived the word “defeating” from the testimony of Miss Brown (pages 3, 4
and 5) and of Mr. Casey (Satan “takes his place of defeat”, p. 5) and did not by quotation
marks distinguish it as an acknowledged term of Peniel.) But if as Mr. Sloyer and Mr.
Grunstra say, “That is a work which Christ alone accomplished”, why should not this
objection apply especially to “binding” Satan, a term which they do acknowledgc? In
Scriptural usage the binding of the strong man is the unique work of Christ, as a redemptive act. In his redeeming acts he is not our example. “I have trodden the winepress alone,
and of the people there was none with me” (Isaiah 63:3). T o think that wc should
imitate his binding of Satan is to miss the gracious significance of our Lord’s redeeming
activity in that redemptive act, for only he could do it, and he did it for us and on our
behalf because we could not do it. “That through death he might destroy them who
through fear of death were all their lifetime subject te bondage” (Hebrews 2: 14-15). Thus
Satan’s “binding” can never be repeated; to seek to do so is to fail to realize the finality of
our Lord’s work in this respect, and thc consequent liberty of the children of God.
4. “Asking the Holy Spirit to take his rightful place”. This Peniel expression, which
according to Mr. Casey logically follows the “binding” of Satan and logically precedes
seeking the guidance of the Spirit, is as a matter of terminology not only misleading but
contrary to the Scriptural teaching of thc Holy Spirit’s efficacious grace. “And I will pray
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the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with yuu forevcr”
(John 14:16). But in his testimony Mr. Casey said, “the thought is that . . whereas before sin or the old man had control in my life now the Holy Spirit in enthroned . . .”
“Satan was formerly dominant” but “has to be driven out” (i. e. from the Christian)
“before the Holy Spirit can move in”.
5. Seeking the “ivitness of the Holy Spirit’ in the choice of specific alterncrtives, both
small and large, including particzclar “life pariners” for other people; receiving the immediate “witness of t h e HoZy Spirit” in these matters. Mr. Casey observed that according
to the teaching of Peniel, “It is not enough to ‘know’ the Holy Spirit so that He can be
discerned by a kind of immediate intuitive knowledge. To know the mind of the Spirit,
one must come to know his ‘old man’ ” (p.
“These prsctices”, he declared, “ all lead
to and subserve an un-Scriptural experience. rhey in fact take the place of Scripture in
the life of the believer. In order to know God’s will in some area of life will the believer
go to Scripture and there, either in the light of a specific reference or the general principles
of the Word, find guidance? Will he recognize the need of the inner work of the Spirit to
make him to properly interpret and apply the Word; or will he conceive of an extrlScriptural witness of the Spirit immediately perceived to be the ultimately determining
factor in his decision? If trained to think in Peniel’s terms, he will recognize the need for
this witness where Scripture is specifically silent and will therefore proceed to apply the
method outlined above (the various Peniel practices) to obtain that witness. H e cannot
allow that it may be relatively unimportant which way he goes, or that he must decide simply in the light of circumstances etc., in the light of the general rules of the Word. That
would be to follow one’s own ‘carnal mind‘, which is a capital crime in Peniel. Thus Peniel
has no really genuine doctrine of the adiaphora. Believers are drawn into false scruples,
they are robbed of the liberty granted them by the Word and for which Christ died. Such
is no small error. It results in believers becoming ensnared in man-made rules and concepts,
often the un-Biblical or extra-Biblical concepts of other people. . . The believer is thereby
wooed away from the Word by the belief that the Spirit fills up the ‘gaps’ for each individual with a witness immediately received from Him. Thus not recognizing the sufficiency
of Scripture in the realm of the adiaphora, and insisting on more light from the Spirit, the
sufficiency of Scripture is denied in that realm and therefore, necessarily, in every other
realm. The believer is thrown back on himself, or men, as his rule of life and u7e hzve
come full circle away from the Christian concept of authority. W e are back with Rome,
yea, with Athens, yea with Adam” (Mr. Casey’s statement, p. 6). I n his recorded testimony he said, “The Holy Spirit is asked which of two things is right: ‘Show now which
is right’ . . . often that’s thc way it’s followed. Q. And it relates to important matters, but
does it relate to very minor decisions of life? A. I did that in the most minor circumstances.
Q. You spoke in your earlier testimony of the fact that you believed that this witness of
the Holy Spirit that is received is regarded as immediate? A. Yes, that’s correct”.
T h e Peniel T r u m p e t Call of May, 1957 says: “Every time the Holy Spirit reveals
some bit of flesh that is not in its place of death, we are immediately to die to it . . . T h e
keeping up-to-date of our co-crucifixion with Christ. . . is impossible without a real h o w l edge of the Holy Spirit of God and a real recognition of His voice. When these two conditions are met, we are in a position to look to Him for His will for our lives” (pp. 1-2).
(Compare the letter from T h e Szrnday School Times.)
T h e Peniel Bible Conference drew up and presented a Statement to t h e Presbytery o f
Philadelphia, October 26, 1957, which particularly concerns guidance and which is specifically endorsed in respect to the section on guidance by Mr. Sloyer and Mr. Grunstra in
the complaint signed by them (p. 5). According to this Statement, “We believe that it is
the Christian’s personal duty and responsibility to have a conviction for himself that a
given course of action is the will of God for him.
That special revelation of God‘s truth
d i i c h leads to man’s salvation, which might be denoted as redemptive truth, is confined
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exclusively to the written Word of God - the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments.
Guidance is that expression of fellowship with God - established and maintained by the
Scriptures as administered by the Holy Spirit - whereby a man is enabled to function as
a redeemed individual in the concrete situations of life. . . T o say . . . that such guidance
is never in the realm of consciousness is to make the Scriptural teaching of fellowship with
God meaningless, We are nevertheless careful to maintain that human sinfulness precludes
infallibility in understanding guidance, and that all convictions entertained as from the
Holy Spirit must be carefully examined in the light of Scripture. It remains true, however, that our fellowship is with God Himself, not with Scripture as an end in itself. No
view of Scripture which denies fellowship with God does any real honor to the sufficiency
and relevancy of Scripture. T h e conviction of mind which the Christian may experience
regarding the will.of God for his duty is in no sense to be equated with Scripture, but is
to be sought as a promised result of the thoroughgoing application of redemptive truth to
the life - the factor of human fallibility always being borne in mind. . . A Scripturally
established fellowship with God places upon the Christian the obligation to seek and obey
God’s will in all ureus of life (I Cor. 10:31, Col. 3:17,23)” (pp. 1-2).
W e comment upon the position of this Statement, first, there is a confusion of God’s
decretive will with his preceptive will. According to his decretive or secret will he has
ordained, and brings to pass, all things; but this is not the rule for our lives. His preceptive
or revealed will, in the Bible, does not legislate minutely. “The secret things belong unto
the Lord our God: but those things which are revealed belong unto us and to our children
for ever, that we may do all the words of this law” (Deut. 29:29). T h e Bible gives general
principles which relate to every circumstance of our lives; but in the realm of the udiaphora,
or things which in themselves are good according to Scripture, the Bible does not give us
the choice between specific alternatives which arise in our affairs, both of which are good
according to the general principles of Scripture. And yet the Peniel Statement speaks of
an “obligation to seek and obey God’s will in all areas of life”; of “the Christian’s personal
duty and responsibility to have a conviction for himself that a given course of action is the
will of God for him”. This is a confusion. T h e secret will of God determines all things
but is not revealed; the revealed will of God does not speak specifically of all things. It is
mistaken to speak of a believer’s obligation to seek and obey “the will of God for him” as
a specific directive which may be given to us “in all areas of life”, or “in the concrete
situations of life”, or in “a given course of action”.
Second, according to the Statement the Christian must have a “conviction” as to “the
will of God for him” “in a given course of action” “in the concrete situations of life”,
which may be “in the realm of consciousness”, which may be “entertained as from the
Holy Spirit”; and “the conviction of mind which the Christian may experience regarding
the will of God for his duty is in n o sense to be equated with Scripture”. This is quite
unsatisfactory. In connection with the culmination of long-repeated charges that Peniel
teaches the need of extra-Scriptural guidance immediately received from the Holy Spirit,
the Statement does nothing to exclude such guidance but could plainly allow for it.
As for the choice of “life partners” for other people, there are many testimonies to the
cxistence of this practice, by no means all of which can be listed. Mr. Casey described in
his recorded testimony his own experience : “through conference with Mrs. McCullough
and Miss Beers I decided through what I imagined to be the witness of the Spirit that a
certain young lady . . . was the right one for me. . . She also had to have this witness. . .
Finally I said, there seems to be pressure on this.
I got a letter back from her in which
she confessed to me that she had been under pressure by the leaders of the conference in
connection with her relationship to me. And then as time wore on I got another letter
from her . . , in which she . . said that the leaders of the conference were reconsidering
whether we were the right ones for each other. Well, I dropped it at that”. A h . Casey
also testified that he was on one occasion sent by the leaders of the Conference on a mis-
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sion to a young minister who was held to be in danger of choosing the wrong “life partner”,
that is, some one other than the person he had formerly “confessed was the right one”.
Miss Brown’s statement tells of one person who “was able to have insight four or five
years in advance who a relative was supposed to marry” (p. 59. According to a statement
from Mr. Petersen which was read in the Presbytery, “Mrs. Petersen and I met at Peniel
the summer of ’38. But before we even met two different members of the Council had
suggested to her that I might be the “right lifemate”. See also Mr. Petersen’s statement
attached to the complaint of Mr. Zinck, et ale, and Miss Van Riter’s statement, where she
says that “advocates of Penielism are inclined to leave the selection of a life’s mate to
revelations from the Holy Spirit through the group” (pp. 5-6).
Additional observations on the witness of the Spirit. T h e witness of the Holy Spirit,
as practiced in Peniel, brings to a believer a conscious conviction, entertained as immediately from the Holy Spirit, who is “known” so that one has a “real recognition uf his
voice”. Such a conviction may concern specific choices in major or minor matters, and
must be sought in concrete situations in all areas of life, including the adiaphorci, but is
still “the will of God’’ for the particular believer.
This is contrary to the sufficiency and completeness of Scripture, and is in the category of “new revelations of the Spirit”, denied in the Westminster Confession of Fuith,
1:6. “Ye shall not add unto the word which I command you, neither shall ye diminish
ought from it, that ye may keep the commandments of the Lord your God which I command you” (Deut. 4:2). “To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not acccrding
to this word, it is because there is no light in them’’ (Isaiah 8:20).
6. Recognizing those who follow this pattern as having attained art advanced spir.i:itirl
status, distinct from other Christians w h o are still “carnal” and to whom, therefore, this
approach should not be communicated until they are ready for it. Miss Brown in her
statement speaks of “the policy of delibcrately withholding Peniel doctrines from persons,
Christians or otherwise, not known to be sympathetic to the Peniel movement. .
After
being indoctrinated in the Peniel teachings, I had a burning desire that other Christian
friends of mine outside of the Peniel teachings would be brought unto the so-called “full
joy of their salvation” by knowing the so-called “full victory of the cross” in their lives.
I brought my concern and desire before the teacher, one of the founders of Peniel. She
explained to me that because some others had not as yet known the ‘victory of Calvary’
in their lives and were not able to think properly in their spiritual minds, but only in their
carnal minds, they w7ould not and could not see their need for full deliverance from
Satan’s influence over them. Because of strong emphasis upon the importance of caution
in feeling free to explain or discuss the teachings of Peniel and what it was, I found it
most difficult in being able to give an honest answer to questions rendered by people outside the Peniel movement. I was advised by a member of the Redeemer Church who is a n
adherent of the Peniel Conference that it was not proper for me to explain or discuss the
teachings of Peniel to those outside the group because they did not know ‘the truth’ and
Satan was able to attack the truth through their carnal minds and flesh. This is the method
of protecting the truth” (pp. 6-7). (Compare the statement of Miss Van Riter, pp. 3-4.)
Mr. Casey said in his recorded testimony, “I remember a conversation with another student
. . . at Peniel. He said, ‘You know there’s a real difference between Christians that have
met the cross and those that haven’t. . . I don’t think that Peniel wants to , . . divide up
Christendom. . I don’t believe that the idea is at camp to split up Christendom . . . into
those that have and haven’t. . . And yet that is present, definitely; that is the thing that
is emphasized that must be done. Q. Is it your impression, then, that throughout Peniel
as a whole, wherever it is manifested, there is on the one hand general preaching of the
gospel and Christian truth, and on the other hand and at the same time a withholding uf
a certain pattern of guidance and sanctification . . . from other Christian people, until
such time as they may be supposed to be prepared to receive it? A. That’s correct, sir.”
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According to Mr. McDowell’s statement attached to the complaint of Mr. Zinck,
et ul., the division “in Redeemer Church . . . is not social, but specifically spiritual, inasmuch as persons who have not received the doctrine of ‘meeting the cross’ as understood
by Peniel adherents, are regarded as of much lower spiritual calibre, unable to receive thz
‘witness of the Spirit’ ” (p. 3). Other testimonies that this is the cause of the divisbn in
the Redeemer Church are to be found in the statements of Mr. and Mrs. Zinck (pp. 3-4
and 4-5), of Mr. and Mrs. Bradford, of Mr. and Mrs. Mercer (p. l ) , and of Mr. and Mrs.
Shaw.
Mr. Sloyer and Mr. Grunstra say, “We deny . . the allegation that adherents of the
Peniel Bible Conference regard themselves as having arrived at an advanced spiritual status
distinct from other Christians who are still carnal. Again, it is not true that Peniel withholds truth from any one. Nevertheless, Peniel believes that truth is always to be set forth
in a context determined by the status and situation of the individual. Does not the Scripture testify to this, in speaking of milk and strong meat in Heb. 5:ll-14?” (p. 6 ) . W e
comment: the last part of this statement appears to be in conflict with the first part, both
in respect to a division between those who need milk and those who are able to eat strong
meat, and in respect to an interpretation that strong meat should be withheld from
“babes”.
Observations on “an advanced spiritual status” und the withholding of the Peniel
approach from others: first, as to the word “carnal”, while adherents of Peniel do not deny
that their own ‘old man’ is ‘carnal’, they do think that it is possible to deal with this carnal
aspect in such a way as to be able to “be in a better position ips0 facto to discern the mind
of the Spirit” (Mr. Casey’s statement, p. 5). Those not of Peniel lack this advantage, it
would appear, in dealing with carnal aspects. Second, there is a division, in practice, between those who have “met the cross” and those who have not. Insofar as this division exists it causes a breach of Christian fellowship and disrupts the unity of the body of Christ.
“That there should be no schism in the body; but that the members should have the same
care one for another.
Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular” (I Cor.
12:25,27). Third, Hebrews 5: 11-14 does not teach that Christian truth, or that which is
believed to be Christian truth, should be withheld from other Christians. If the author of
the epistle had meant that, he would not have continued in chapter 6 to give strong meat
to his readers. There is no body of esoteric doctrines which are to be imparted to other
Christians gradually. To quote Miss Brown’s statement, “I sincerely believe, according to
Matthew 28:20, that we are required to teach all things which Christ has commanded]
whether or not it brings suffering. Therefore? to conceal this doctrine from the church is
not consistent with our obligations as Christians” (p. 7). W e may also refer to Acts 20:27,
“For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God”.
Some final observations respecting the various practices. First, that they have an organic connection and may be spoken of as a system or pattern, is clear from the mass of
the evidence. Second, they put emphasis upon certain subjective attitudes and experiences.
Attitudes and experiences, such as faith, repentance, hope and love are most needful for
the Christian life according to Scripture. But the question is, are the practices in question
in accordance with Scripture? It has been noted that many of them are expressed in terms
contrary to Scriptural usage, and which convey meaning contrary to Scriptural teaching.
T h e practices of “knowing the old man”, “choosing death to the old man”, “meeting the
cross”, “binding Satan”, and “receiving the witness of the Spirit”? when considered together as an organic system, constitute an extra-Biblical pattern for the Christian life. That
this system or pattern is intended as a means to a deeper spiritual life does not justify it.
A deeper spiritual life is to be sought by “the diligent use of all the outward means whereby Christ communicateth to us the benefits of redemption, “especially the Word, sacraments and prayer” (Shorter Catechism Q. Q. 85 and 88). With these gracious provisions
let us be content, rather than to add, and to emphasize, a body of formulas which are not

.
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truly derived from Scripture. Third, as a system “the impression is definitely given that it
does constitute to a certain extent a radical change in the life of the believer”, to quote
Mr. Casey’s recorded testimony. “Certainly in my own experience,” he said, “it led me to
believe that I should experience . . . something different, something radical, in my life.
Of course, that didn’t follow”. T h e Peniel approach is only too likely to be considered as
a definite means to a “second blessing”. Fourth, in such practices as “meeting the cross”,
“choosing death to the old man” and “binding Satan” there is a common emphasis upon a
necessity to achieve, through our own activity, blessings which have once for all come to
us solely through God’s sovereign grace in Christ. Fifth, the practices are those of a
“group”. T o refcr to the statement of Mr. Casey, “Peniel is a real ‘group’ with its demand
of conformity, its cliches, its norms and extra-Biblical standards” ( y . 6 ) . Allegiance should
be not to such a group but to the Church of Christ.

11. Cowtment on Subordinute Matters Comidered in the Complaint.
(a.) T h e administrative chnracter of the u s e . T h e case arose out of a Complaint (of
Mr. Zinck et al., of August 4, 1957) charging the Session with delinquency in a matter
concerning the entire congregation, and as such is administrative rather than judicial. Thus
the demand in the complaint of November 18 for specified charges against particular individuals is not well taken. T h e first complaint, of Mr. Zinck, et al., w7as concerned to
avoid references to individuals in thc congregation and to focus attention upon the special
practices and teachings of a large and distinct group. Nor is the coniylaint of November
18 accurate when it describes the Presbytery’s action of October 26 as a “ruling regarding
certain adherents of the Peniel Bible Conference in Kedccmer Church” (complaint, p. 1).
T h e Presbytery’s action concerned “certain teachings and practices present in the congrcgation of the Redeemer Church which are due to the influence of adhercnts of the Yeniel
Bible Conference”.
(b.) The division i n the Redeemer Chzwch. (1). It is inevitable that a special Christian group within a congregation will bring about a division between those who are in the
group and those who are not. This division of fellowship will occur even if the gmup is
orthodox. But if the group is given to special practices regarded by the rest of the congrcgation as erroneous the clivision is more serious, This is the real cause of the division in
the Redeemer Church. (2). T h e special group in the church is properly identified as
consisting of adherents of the Peiiiel Bible Conference. The pastor and one member of
the Session are Peniel adherents. A member of the congregation is a trustee of the Conference. There is a Philadelphia Peniel Biblc Class, meeting every two weeks, which is
taught by Miss Beers, a founder of the Conference; and this Class is attended by Peniel
adherents in the Redeemer Church. Miss Nancy Brown, who was an adherent of Peniel
but has now broken away, has attended the church for over three years. T h e Rev. Thompson Casey, now a minister in the Southern Presbyterian Church, attended the Redeemer
Church and supported its work for three years while a student at Westminster Seminary.
For four years, ending with the time of his graduation from the Seminary in 1954, he was
a Peniel adherent, and served onc summer as a teacher at the Junior Peniel camp, a n d was
also president of thc Peniel Bible Class in Philadelphia. He, like Miss Brown, openly rejected the Peniel movement in 1957. H e and Miss Brown are well qualified to testify concerning the presence of a Peniel group in the Redeemer Church. (3). According to the
“Chronology” given in thc Mujority Statement of the Session, presented to the Presbytcry
on October 12, the division in the congregation became apparent to all after the defeat of
the proposal to merge with Gethsemane Church, which was attributed by the signers of
the complaint of Mr. Zinck, et al., to opposition by the Peniel adherents in Redeemer. At
the request of Mr. Kellogg the Session then determined on June 18 that Mr. Sloyer should
set forth the Peniel position on sanctification and guidance at a meeting of the congreg.1tion. Mr. Kellogg made this request because he had for some time, as an elder, been deeplv
concerned about the prescncc of the Peniel group as a divisive factor and because he and
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It is significant that up to this time Mr. McDowell had not conferred with Mr. Kellogg or
with Mr. Zinck about the Peniel issue. It is a mistake therefore to suppose that the division
in the congregation occurred because of Mr. McDowell’s presence. (4). T h e complaint of
Mr. Grunstra, et al, takes exception to Mr. McDowell.’s “failure to discuss his own relationship to the situation with the Session” .(p. 2 ) . Yet his statement attached to the complaint
of Mr. Zinck, et al. shows that he did go to the pastor, expressing opposition to the
Peniel movement, on two occasions, and that when approached by member of the church
who were concerned about Peniel he advised them to go to the Session. His letter of September 9 to the Session says, “Such advice as I gave others regarding the difficulty with
the Peniel Bible Conference was given on request, as one of several persons interviewed,
and only after Mr. Sloyer had been unsuccessfully petitioned about the matter. By this
time these people were already objecting strenuously to manifestations of the Peniel Bible
Conference which they had witnessed themselves. When these persons indicated that they
were on the verge of severing ties with Redeemer Church I rather implorcd them to appeal
to the Session with their problem”. (5). T h e manner in which the division in the congregation came to outward expression does not change the fact that the division exists as a
serious threat to the congregation, and that the root of the division was the presence of the
Peniel group.
(c). T h e procedure of the Session. (1). T h e Session objected to part of the testimony presented concerning the practices of Peniel, on two grounds: that it came from outside the present Redeemer congregation and that it was “outside the two-year period of
limitations” (p. 1). But this testimony, from Mr. Casey, Mr. Peterson and Miss Van Riter,
showed that the testimony of Miss Brown had been verified in their own experience and
that the Peniel practices were of long standing. Mr. Casey was also able to testify concerning Peniel in Redeemer. T h e two-year limitation does not apply since judicial charges were
not being brought against anyone on the basis of this testimony. ( 2 ) . T h e complaint of
Mr. Grunstra, et al., desires that “the Presbytery rule the Complaint of the members of
the Redeemer Church out of order for the reason that it was both premature and unwarranted in charging the Session with delinquency before the Session had heard or considered
all the evidence eventually sent to Presbytery” (p. 6). This is a most misleading statement.
It gives the impression that the Session had not heard all the evidence attached to the complaint before the complaint was presentcd to the Presbytery. As a matter of fact the Session
heard all this evidence before the complaint was carried to the Presbytery. It &d not hear
all the evidence at the same time. It heard some of the evidence before it received the very
brief complaint proper; it heard the rest afterward. \(It could properly have heard it all afterward.) But the Majority Statement of the Session shows that the reason why somc of
the evidence was read afterward was that the Session refused to hear it first: “August 2. . .
Mr. Kellogg stated that he had other statements of the same nature, but the Session thinking they were similar outside evidence, decided not to hear them” (p. 3). T h e complaint
proper was presented to the Session August 4, and all remaining statcments attached to the
complaint were read to the Session before the complaint was carried to the Presbytery.
(d). T h e procedure of the Presbytery. (1). The complaint charges the presbytery
with haste: “the Session . . . deplores the supcrficial procedure of deciding on weighty
doctrinal matters through open debate in Presbytery, and that limited to less than two days”
(p. 1). But there were three days, and three different meetings. At the rcgular meeting in
September at least five hours were devoted to the subject; at the adjourned meetings of
October 12 and October 26 two full days more were given to hearing testimony respecting
these practices and full opportunity was given the representatives of the Peniel Bible Conference and the members of the Session of the Redeemer Church to reply. T h e action of
October 26, at the end of the meeting on that day, was carried without dissenting voice.
( 2 ) . The complaint says that the Presbytery held “the Session responsible for not having
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declared Peniel doctrines erroneous” (p. 1). Rather, the Presbytery’s action of October 26
did not find the Session delinquent for failure to t a k e s i c h action in the past. T h e Presbytery did hold that the Session had had a responsibility to seek to resolve the division of the
congregation and that in the future the Session should resist those teachings and practices
which were the cause of the division.
During the reading of these papcrs the Moderator requested Mr. Marsden to take thc
chair.
T h e Moderator resumed the chair.
On amended motion it was determined that the following communications addressed
to the Assembly be read:
1. From ministers and members of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church who are adherents of the Peniel Bible Conference, decrying the action of the Presbytery of Philadelphia concerning Redeemer Church;
2. From the Peniel Bible Conference requesting redress in these matters; and
3. From the Session of the Orthodox Prcsbyterian Church of the Covenant of Albany,
New York commending the Presbytery of Philadelphia for its study of these matters and
recalling what the Session regards as the disrupting influence of the Peniel Bible Conference.
OF THE ORTHODOX
PRESBYTBHIAN
CHURCH
1. FROMMINISTIWSAND MEMBERS
WHOARE ADHERENTSOF THE PENIELBIBLE CONFERENCE
May 6, 1958
Fathers and Brethren:
W e who are ministers and members of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church and affiliated with the Peniel Bible Conference respectfully address the 25 th General Assemhl y,
requesting an open investigation of the rumors and charges being circulated in the Presbytery of Philadelphia against the Pcniel Bible Conference. These charges have been set forth
in a Complaint by certain members of the Redeemer Orthodox Presbyterian Church and
received without challenge by the above Presbytery.
T h e Peniel Bible Conference for some years has maintained a sympathetic attitude
toward the Orthodox presbyterian Church, and has appreciated the clear stand which our
church has taken toward the Word of God. T h e Conference has been criticized by other
evangelical Christians for its sympathy with our church and its recommendation of students
to Westminster Seminary. However, we have been disturbed by certain antagonistic views
in the denomination against the Peniel Bible Conference, and believe the time has come
when such matters can no longer be overlooked.
W e in the church have been accused of evading the doctrinal questions involved. W e
reiterate what has been affirmed again and again that we who are af’filiated with the Peniel
Bible Conference welcome any opportunity to discuss in committee thc doctrinal issues.
However, important though the doctrinal issues are, we believe there are ethical implications
in the action of the Presbytery of Philadelphia which now demand precedent attention:
namely, the handling of thc Redeemer Church Complaint and the issuance by the Presbytery of a Directive which places all of us who are affiliated with Peniel under a cloud of
suspicion and implications of heresy. This greatly hinders possible fellowship with our
brethren in the Orthodox Presbyterian Church.
It would seem some men, for a period of time, have desired to make an issue of Peniel
in the Prcsbytery of Philadelphia, if not in the church at large. But, is it right to welcome
such discussion over the ruins of a congregation of God’s people?
W e believe that the Presbytery erred in receiving allegations against the heliefs and
practice of certain members in good standing in the Orthodox presbyterian Church, violating our Presbyterian standards and thc teaching of the Scriptures on matters of discipline.
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Scripture defines scandal as accusations of sin made against another person without
first going to that person to determine whether the charge is true. Is not Scripture plain
when it requires “if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him alone . . .” (Matthew 18: 15) and “thou shalt not go up and down as
a talebearer among thy people,” (Leviticus 19: 16)? Do we sanction “sowing discord
among brethren”?
The report of the Complainants in Redeemer Church, ostensibly not directed against
Mr. Sloyer, nevertheless accuses him of irregularities. Is the Scripture to be set aside which
commands “against an elder receive not an accusation but before two or three witnesses”?
The accusations against Mr. Sloyer made by the first complainant, for instance, are unverifiable. W e are astonished at the apparent unscriptural and un-Presbyterian way in which
the Presbytery of Philadelphia has welcomed such evidence, and at the resultant action
taken by that body. Does the General Assembly of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church
sanction the dissolving of the pastoral relation over the will of the pastor, the majority of
the Session, and the majority of the congregation, in the absence of any judicial charges
and in the presence of these manifest ethical irregularities?
Does the General Assembly approve of Presbytery’s electing an elder of another
church and placing him on Redeemer’s session against the wishes of the majority of the
congregation, obviously for the purpose of outvoting the majority of session and in order
to put through the program of Presbytery?
Does the General Assembly now approve of extra-scriptural and extra-governmental
directives which bind the consciences of its officers and people? Was the Presbytery on
good ground in dismissing a pastor when he refused to allow his conscience to be thus
bound? Was the Presbytery-controlled session on Scriptural ground in requesting the resignation of Sunday School teachers in Redeemer who were connected with Peniel without
charges or a trial?
Young men associated with Peniel may desire to enter the ministry of the Orthodox
Presbyterian Church. Must we expect them to face such treatment at the hands of our
church?
In the light of all the above, it appears to us unrealistic to have doctrinal discussion
before the ethical implications of such actions are clarified. At the same time we emphasize
again our desire to study in Committee the doctrinal issues involved. If the present atmosphere of suspicion and public pronouncement of heresy prevail, is it possible for us to continue our relationship with the Orthodox Presbyterian Church? W e pray that the 25th
General Assembly of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church will give serious attention to this
matter.
Yours in Christ,
Herbert V. G. DuMont
Helen S. Sloyer
G. Travers Sloyer
Roger G. Shafer
Branch P. Blair
Myrna L. Shafer
Phyllis Anderson
Gertrude E. Zuelow
Marian N. Blair
Arthur L. Comstock
Bernard R. Grunstra
Mildred McCullough
lMargaret E. Brown
James T. Coyle
Margaret W. Anderson
Nina E. Wilcox
Susan E. Beers
Miriam Jones
Caroline Marshall Roberts
Elizabeth Edling
Elizabeth Broadbooks
Dorris S . Kress
Phyllis C. Grunstra
Mary Ann Kress
Van Steel1 Jackson
Robert Y. McCullough
Raymond M. Meiners
James F. Wood
Nell Caley
’
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I have read a copy of thc letter to the 25th General Assembly dated May 6.
If it is at all possible, will you please have my name added to the list of signatures.
Thank you.
Sincerely,
Ethel M. McMaster
2.

FROMTHE PENIELBIBLECONFERBNCE
May 23, 1958

Dear Brethren in Christ:
The Peniel Bible Conference, Inc. wishes to acquaint the General Assembly of the
Orthodox Presbyterian Church with the dilcmma in which we have been placed by the
official and public actions of the Presbytery of Philadelphia.
W e wish it clearly understood that the directive adopted by the Presbytery of Philadelphia on October 26, 1957, and published in the Presbyterian Guardian of November 15,
1957, is accounted by us to be implications of heresy against the Peniel Bible Conference.
This allegation was made directly, specifying us by name, and the beliefs and practices of
the Peniel Bible Conference were said to “constitute a system or pattern of sanctification
and guidance which is contrary to thc Bible and our standards in various respects . . .”
W e wish it to be understood further that at this same session of the Presbytery of
Philadelphia, prior to the adoption of said directive, the Peniel Bible Conference off iciall\l
petitioned the Presbytery of Philadelphia in these words :
“In the interest of Christian unity and for the glory of Christ the Head of
the Church, it is our sincere desire that this matter which has unnecessarily
disturbed the peace of the Church be resolvcd in a Scriptural manner. T o
this end we would welcome an opportunity to meet with a committee of the
Presbytery of Philadelphia in order that we may further discuss the problems
which have been raised.”
That this Scriptural request was not heeded but an official pronouncement of heresy
was adopted, without such an attempt to reconcilc differences, we construe as a definite
breach of Christian fellowship which will stand between Pcniel and the Orthodox Presbyterian Church until it is reversed.
W e wish it understood, finally, that relations between the Peniel Bible Conference
and the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, and specifically between individuals associated
with Peniel and the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, have been placed in grave jeopardy by
the action of the Presbytery of Philadelphia in removing from his pulpit a man associated
with thc Peniel Bible Conference by thc use of an implied but unacljudicated charge of
heresy.
T h e Peniel Bible Conference respectfully requests redress for the injury done to its
name and reputation by the Presbytery of Philadelphia. W e make the following specific
requests:
1. That the General Assembly advise us of its of€icial view of the action of the Presbytery of Philadelphia in branding Peniel as heretical in its faith and practice, without
honoring a request to take counsel together concerning the allegations involved.
2. That the General Assembly take appropriate steps to reverse the action of the Presbytery of Philadelphia and to remove the block to fellowship which has been erected by
this action. W e do not expect the General Assembly to act hastily upon the doctrinal issues involved, but we wish to make it abundantly clear that we cannot enter into any
discussions of such issues so long as an official pronouncement of heresy stands against us.
3. That in the atmosphere of fair and due process created by the prececling actions,
the General Assembly take further steps to insure careful and unprejudiced examination
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of any differences, apparent or real, between thc Orthodox Presbyterian Church and the
Peniel Bible Conference.
Very sincerely,
T H E PENIEL BIBLE CONFERENCE, INC.
Robert Y. McCullough, President
3.

FROM THE

SESSION
OF THE

1

OF THE ORTHODOX

PRESBYTERIAN

CHURCH

COVENANT,
ALBANY,N. Y.

June 1, 1958
Fathers and Brethren :T h e session of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church of the Covenant, 2006 Central
Avenue, Albany 5, N. Y. wishes to express thanks to those persons responsible for sending
to us for study the documents which have been gathered together for Mr. Warren J. Zink,
et al. and for the Presbytery of Philadelphia centering around the latter’s study of the issues arising out of the conact in the Redeemer Church concerning the Peniel Bible Conference.
T h e undersigned members of our session have read these documents with diligence
and wish to send the following statement along to the 25th General Assembly which convenes on June 3, 1958:
W e are indeed praycrfully thankful that the Philadelphia Presbytery has given so
generously its time, thought, and consideration to the issues outlined under the four points
enumerated in the Report of the Committee to Answer the Complaint of Mr. Grunstra,
et al. (namely the Reverends Arthur W. Kuschke, Ned B. Stonehouse, and Leslie W.
Sloat). This session feels that since serious effects were apparent in our church from personal contacts some of our membership had with the Peniel Bible Conference, we wish to
state that our experience here in Albany is contirmed in the findings of the Philadelphia
Presbytery’s Committee. The disruption and conflict here was reviewed and studied by a
Committee (consisting of Revs. John Murray and John H. Skilton) appointed by the Presbytery of New York and New England. Soon after the results of its study were reported
to the Presbytery it was quite apparent that some of the members of our congregation discontinued both their attendance at services and their support of the church.
W e trust this statement may be of some value to the 25th General Assembly as it
considers the issues centering around the Peniel Bible Conference. W e regret that circumstances beyond our control prevent any of the undersigned from being present at this meeting.
Sincerely yours in Christ,
Kelly G. Tucker, Moderator
Alfred E. Stein, Elder
Donald D. Hill, Clerk-Secretary
P. S.-The time when we experienced these difficulties noted above was during the spring
and summer of the year 1949.
O n motion the Rev. Oliver C. Juliusson, fraternal delegate of the Bible Presbyterian
Church (Columbus Synod) was invited to sit as a corresponding member of the Assembly.
O n motion it was determined that Mr. Juliusson be granted the floor at 5:30 o’clock
to bring fraternal greetings.
It was moved that Complaint No. 1 against the Presbytery of Philadelphia be not
sustained.
O n motion the word “dismissed” was substituted for the words “not sustained.”
T h e Moderator ruled that members of the Presbytery of Philadelphia would be permitted to make motions having to do with the disposition of the complaint.
Appeal was taken from the ruling of the Moderator. T h e Moderator was not sustained,
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At 5:38 o’clock the Rev. Oliver C. Juliusson, fraternal delegate of the Bible Presbyterian Church (Columbus Synocl) addressed the Assembly. T h e Moderator responded for
the Assembly.
On motion Mr. Hunt’s requcst to be excused Friday afternoon from further attendance
at the Assembly was granted.
On motion Mr. Sander’s request to be excused Friday morning at 10 o’clock from further attendance at the Assembly was granted.
On motion Mr. Williamson’s request to be excused from the Saturday session of the
Assembly was granted.
T h e Assembly recessed at 5:45 o’clock after prayer by Mr. Peterson.
FRIDAY MORNING
Following a devotional service led by Mr. Moore the Assembly reconvened at 8:05
o’clock with prayer by Mr. Anderson.
T h e Minutes of Thursday were read and approved as corrected.
Objection was raised to the taking of a tape recording of the Assembly’s business. By
vote of the Assembly the objection was not sustained.

It was moved as a substitute for the motioii before the Assembly that action on the
complaint of Messrs. Grunstra, W. Oliver, and Sloyer against the action of the Presbytery
of Philadelphia of October 26, 1957 be deferred until the Twenty-sixth General Assemblv,
that a committee of five be elected to study the complaint and other documents related to
the complaint and to other actions of the Presbytery of Philadelphia anent the complaint,
and that the committee report its findings and recommendations to the Twenty-sixth General Assembly.
On motion Mr. Kuschke was granted an extension of ten minutes to complete his
remarks.
On motion the order of the day was extended and Mr. Meiners was granted an extension of five minutes to complete his remarks.
Mr. Georgian, Chairman of the Committee on Travel Fund reported as follows:
T h e Committee on Travel Fund recommends that the Travel Fund be disbursed on
the following basis: All commissioners who have submitted vouchers shall be paid 2 cents
per mile for all mileage above 200 miles (round trip), plus one cent per mile for all travel
above 2800 miles (round trip).
On motion the recommendation of the Committee on Travel Fund was adopted.
On motion item 29 on the docket, namely the Report of the Committee on Pensions
was set for 1O:OS o’clock.
Mr. DeVelde, Chairman of the Committee on Pensions, presented the report of the
Committee as follows:
Fathers and Brethren:
At the Twenty-fourth General Assembly, your Committee on Pensions, consisting of
Ralph E. Clough, William C. Colsman, Everett C. DeVelde, and David H, Henry, was
continued and enlarged to include John P. Galbraith and Edward Haug. T h e new members of the committee are much appreciated for they have been most active and helpful.
Mr. Haug has served as secretary for the committee and has conducted much of our investigation and study. T h e full committee has met three times during the year: December 16,
February 12, and April 8; a fourth meeting with part of the committee present was held
on May 17. There have been several conferences and interviews, many phone calls, and
much correspondence in between the meetings, in order to make a full study and investiga-
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tion into our problems and in order to formulate a pension plan to present to this Assembly.
T h e Committee has continued its approach to the subject from the viewpoint of providing
a supplement to other provisions made for retirement or death.
T h e committee has been in active consultation with and has received formal propositions from three concerns, namely, T h e Presbyterian Ministers’ Fund, New England
Mutual Life Insurance Co., and William Webster, insurance agent representing several
companies. T h e propositions presented by these three parties in accordance with certain
specifications requested by the committee were studied and compared as a basis for our
recommendations to the Assembly. I n addition to the propositions received, a comparison
of the rates of a number of other companies was made concerning the various benefits desired. T h e comparison is attached to this report.
In our report to the previous Assembly we raised certain questions to which we now
briefly present answers.
(1) Shall a pension plan for our church be a professionally-operated or self-administered plan? Answer : A professionally-administered plan, since a self-administered plan involves investment and administrative responsibilities which we should avoid at least at the
present time.
(2) How much supplement will be needed, how soon, and at what age? Answer:
W e believe that at the present time we should aim to provide a retirement income of $100
per month, though this is admittedly inadequate. However, for men over 40 years of age
the rates for such provision become so high that most ministers in that age group, and their
churches, would find it very difficult to provide it. Consequently, benefits have been placed
on a scale consisting of three steps: those now 40 years of age and under to receive $100
per month on retirement, those now aged 41-50 to receive $75, and those now 51 and
over to receive $50 per month. Since most men enter the ministry under age 30 almost all
our ministers will eventually be in the first phase of the scale.
W e should plan and provide for this immediately in order to provide for our ministers
who are already near retirement age and because actuarial factors demand that preparation
for retirement benefits must begin not less than 10 years before retirement date. It should
also be noted that each year’s delay makes the plan more costly and makes likely a less and
less adequate provision for our older ministers.
While most pension plans provide for retirement at age 65, we believe it advisable
to set the retirement age at 68.
(3) What additional benefits should be included? Answer: Besides actual retirement
benefits we must include provision for dependents in-case of early death of the minister,
and disability protection for the years preceding retirement. These benefits arc best obtained through life insurance with disability benefits.
(4) On what grounds should benefits be determined, length of service in the ministry
or length of service in the Orthodox Presbyterian Church? Answer: Retirement income can
best be determined by the age of the individual minister, the number of years that hr participates in the plan, and the premium rate that he pays. W e would, however, make an
exception to this for those now over 60, for whom special provisions must be made.
(5) Should the ministers themselves participate in the cost of the plan? Answer:
Yes, with the suggestion that the minister pay one-third and the church pay two-thirds of
the annual premium.
Your committee is of the studied opinion that the pension plan presented by T h e
Presbyterian Ministers’ Fund is the most adaptable and provides for the lowest possible
premiums consistent with safety (see Premium Rate Comparison Sheet attached). It should
also be noted that T h e Presbyterian Ministers’ Fund is the oldest life insurance company
in the United States. It is a legal reserve life insurance company. It has a strong financial
position and a very enviable reputation among life insurance companies. T h e Fund has a
long history of issuing life insurance at the lowest net cost o€ any company. It has no con-
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nection with T h e Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A. except through origin. The Orthodox Presbyterian Ministers’ Pcnsion Plan which we here present is provided by T h e Presbyterian Ministers’ Fund.
T h e committee calls attention to the fact that Public Law 239 has been amended bv
Congress extending the deadline for filing the necessary tax waiver by clergymen in order
that they may come under Social Security as self-employed persons to April 15, 1959.
Your committee recommends:
1. T h e adoption of THE ORTHODOX PRESBYTERIAN MINISTERS’ PENSION
PLAN, which immediately follows these recommendations.
2. That the Committee on Pensions be continued and that it be authorized to put the
proposed pension plan into operation as soon as possiblc with initial cxpenses to be drawn
from the General Assembly Fund.
3. That this Assembly propose to the Twenty-sixth General Assembly that Standing
Rule 52 be amended to read as follows: There shall be five standing committees, namely,
the Committee on Home Missions and Church Extension, the Committee on Foreign Missions, the Committee on Christian Education, the Committee on General Benevolence,
and the Committee on Pensions. Each of the first three committees named shall consist of
fifteen members divided into three classes, each class to be composed of three ministers and
two ruling elders. T h e Committee on General Benevolence shall consist of six members
divided into three classes, each class to be composed of one minister and one ruling elder
or deacon. T h e Committee on Pensions shall consist of six members divided into thrcc
classes of two members each, each class to include at least one ruling elder. All members
of standing committees are to be chosen by ballot at the annual General Assembly, for a
term of three years, one class to be elected to each committee every year.
ORTHODOX PHESBYTERJANS hITNISTERS’ PENSION PLAN
Provided by:
THE PRESBYTERIAN MINISTERS’ F U N D
1809 Walnut Street - Philadelphia 3, Pa.

I. GENERAL
PROVISIONS
A. Effective Date. T h e Plan shall be effective January 1, 1959. This date shall also serve
as the Anniversary Date of the Policy in the following years.
13. Eligibility. All ministers employed by the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, including
those serving in any capacity and beyond the borders of the United States of America,
shall be eligible for coverage under this plan. By common agreement between the administering committee of the church and the Presbyterian Ministers’ Fund, other groups
or individuals may be added at a later time.
C. Retirement Date. Under normal conditions it shall be the January 1st nearest the 68th
birthday of the participant, providing he is age 55 or younger when he enters the plan.
For those who are age 59 or older when they enter the plan, the normal retirement date
shall be the January 1st nearcst the 70th birthday of the participant.
11. PENSIONPLANPARTICIPATION
Ages 40 and below
$10,000.00 of life insurance
$100.00 per month at retirement
$100.00 per month if totally and permanently disabled
Ages 41-50
$7,500.00 of life insurance
$75.00 per month at retirement
$75.00 per month if totally and permanently disabled
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Ages 51-60
$5,000.00 of life insurance
$50.00 per month at retirement
$50.00 per month if totally and permanently disabled
Ages 61-70
$50.00 per month at retirement

111. BENEFITS DEFINED
AND DEPENDENTS
BENEFITSTHROUGH
INSURANCE
A. WIDOWS
Immediate Protection. T h e amounts of Life Insurance shown for the age of
entry into the plan below are effective at once and until the minister receives a
retirement income under one of the provisions he has chosen.
1. For men entering the plan at age 40 or younger
$10,000.00
2. For men entering the plan between ages 41-50
7,500.00
3. For men entering the plan between ages 51-60
5,000.00
2. T h e death benefits are payable under a full line of Settlement Options: Life Income, Income for a Specified Period, Income for a Specified Amount and Interest
Income.
RETIREMENT
INCOME
BENEFITS- RETIREMENT
AGE 68 YEARS
1. For T h e Minister:
Standard Provision :
Per Month
1. For men entering the plan at age 40 or younger
$100.00
2. For men entering the plan between ages 41-50
75.00
3. For men entering the plan between ages 51-60
50.00
4. For men entering the plan between ages 61-70
50.00
T h e Standard Provisions listed above are for life, with the further guarantee that if
the minister should die before he has received a total of 120 monthly payments,
the remaining payments to make a total of 120 will be made to his family or to his
estate.
PROVISION (without the 120 months of guaranteed income). This Pension Income terminates absolutely with the last payment before death. Written with this
limitation, the monthly Pensions are increased as follows: at age 68 from $100.00
to $114.30; from $75.00 to $85.73; from $50.00 to $57.15; at age 70 from $50.00
to $58.80. Perhaps it should be noted here that men are not encouraged to choose
this No Refund Pension Payment Plan, but it is available.
2. For the Minister and His Wife
Under certain circumstances the minister and his wife might desire to take the
Standard Pension Provision for the minister. Or they might desire the No Refund
Pension Plan. Generally however, it is wise to make the proper income provision
before retirement for the widow of the retired minister. This may be done with
either one of the following Joint Life and Last Survivor provisions.
a. A Joint Income for the Minister and his wife which is decreased by 50% if
the wife should be the survivor. Under this provision when both persons are
68 years of age at the time of retirement the schedule of payments will be as
follows:
Age of Entry Into Plnn
Minister
Widow
To age 40
$ 94.10
$ 47.05
41-50
70.5 8
35.29
51-58
47.05
23.53
When both persons are 70 yrs. of age
59-60
48.00
24.00
b. A Joint Income for the Minister and his wife which continues unchanged so
long as one of them is living.
1.

B.
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Under this provision, when both persons are 68 years of age at the time of retirement the schcdule of payments will be as follows:
While Either The
Age of Entry Into Plan
Minister or His Wife Are
Living
T o Age 40
$ 80.00
41-50
60.00
51-58
40.00
When both persons are 70 yrs. of age
59-60
40.55

BENEFITS
C. DISABILITY
1. The Pension Premiums as shown in VII below make provision for Total and Permanent Disability Benefits as herein shown with Waiver of Premium for males to
age 60.
Monthly Benefits schedule for Total and Permanent Disability which occurs before
age 60 years.
$100.00
1. For men entering the Plan to age 40 or younger
75.00
2. For men entering the Plan between ages 41-50
50.00
3. For men entering the Plan between ages 51-60
If the Total and Permanent Disability should continue until the age of Retirement, the Monthly Payments will continue until the time of the beginning of the
Monthly Retirement Income.
2. When the Total and Permanent Disability occurs after age 60 years and before
the Retirement age, the minister may take his Pension Income earlier, according
to the Table printed as a part of his contract showing the Monthly Income to
which he is entitled beginning at any age after age 60 years.

IV. COSTOF THEPLAN
A. Premium Payments shall be made annually on January 1st beginning with January 1,
1959, the effective date of the plan.

B. Each Minister and/or employer shall pay an annual premium equal to that shown on
the attached rate schedule for his age of entry into the Plan.

C. The cost of this plan may be shared with the Minister paying 1/3 and the congregation or church agency paying 2/3.
V. ENTRYOR WITHDRAWAL
A. Ministers entering the Orthodox Presbyterian Church will be received under the terms

B.

C.

of the Plan, providing they apply within 60 days after they have been received into
the church.
Ministers may withdraw from the plan upon their own request and receive the Cash
Surrender value of that portion of the contract covered by personal payments of the
premiums.
Ministers who leave the Orthodox Presbyterian Church must withdraw from the plan,
but may, if desired, continue their contracts on an individual basis.

VI. USE OF DIVIDENDS
The dividends will be used to supplement the premiums of those ministers now beyond
the age of 60 years.
Note: 11.

VII. TABLE
SHOWING
ANNUALPREMIUMS
Pension Plan Participation, according to age of entry into the Plan.
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Total Annual

1/3
2/ 3
Minister
Church
Ages 26-40 Years - Retirement Income $100.00 - Life Insurance $10,000.00
26
$ 265.00
$ 88.00
$! 177.00
92.00
183.00
27
275.00
28
285.00
95.00
190.00
98.00
197.00
29
295.00
30
307.00
102.00
205.00
31
3 19.00
106.00
213.00
110.00
22 1.oo
32
331.00
33
345.00
115.00
230.00
34
359.00
120.00
239.00
35
374.00
125.00
249.00
36
390.00
130.00
260.00
37
407.00
136.00
27 1.OO
142.00
284.00
38
426.00
148.00
297.00
39
445 .OO
40
466.00
155.00
311.00
Ages 41-50 Years - Retirement Income $75.00 - Life Insurance $7,500.00
41
367.00
122.00
245 .OO
42
385.00
128.00
257.00
43
405 .OO
135.00
270.00
44
426.00
142.00
284.00
45
449.00
150.00
299.00
158.00
3 16.00
46
474.00
47
502.00
167.00
335.00
48
5 32.00
177.00
355.00
49
565.00
188.00
377.00
50
601.OO
200.00
401.OO
Ages 51-60 Years - Retirement Income $50.00 - Life Insurance $5,000.00
51
428.00
143.00
285.00
52
458.00
153.00305 .00
53
49 1.OO
164.00
327.00
54
529.00
176.00
353.00
55
571.OO
190.00
38 1.oo
56
619.00
206.00
41 3.00
57
675.00
225.00
450.00
246.00
493.00
58
739.00
59
642.00
214.00
428.00
60
692.00
46 1.OO
23 1.OO
Ages 61 and over - Retirement Income $50.00
'Men ages 61-70 will pay the rate for age 60. Retirement at age 70.
692.00
61*
23 1.OO
461.OO
66'
692.00
23 1.OO
46 1.OO
67'
692.00
23 1.OO
46 1.OO
VIII. SPECIALFEATURES
OF THE MINISTERS'PENSIONPLAN
A. No medical examination is required providing at least 75% of the group is enrolled
initially. New members will be received in the same way if they apply within 60 days
after being received into the group.
B. It has, at all times, the Non-Forfeiture Values of an insurance policy - Cash Value,
Paid-Up Insurance and Extended Insurance based on full reserves.
Age

cost

I

-

Basic
Prem.

Red.
(20 Y r )

Avge.
Div.
Net
Cost
Prem.

of

Waiver

~

Aetns Life, Connecticut
Bankers Life, Iowa ________________________________
Connecticut Mutual, Conn. __________________
Continental Assur., Ill. _________________________
Equitable Life, N. Y.
Fidelity Mutual, Pa.
The Maccabees, Michigm ____________________
Mutual Benefit, N. J.

81.70
79.67
81.99
77.59
82.99
80.13
69.12
78.91

69.20
65.98
65.72
66.18
70.33
69.42
none

65.73

12.50.
13.69
16.27
11.41
12.66
10.71
none

13.18

2.40
2.13
2.02
2.28
2.80
2.07
3.92
4.86

Participating Companies (Paying Dividends)

______________-___

$70.59
!$ 1.92
$70.59
none
American General, Texas _____________-._______
71.11
3.15
711.11
none
Atlantic Life, Virginia ______________________ ____
2.49
71.83
71.83
none
Business Men’s Assur., Mo. ___
3.23
71.20
none
71.20
Capitol Life, Colorado
74.63
2.74
74.63
none
Central Standard Life, Ill.
1.96
none
76.23
Colonial Life, New Jersey
__
76.23
3.48
68.31
68.31
none
Commonwealth Life, Ky. -7 ____________________
1.86
Connecticut General, Conn. __________--__
73.44
none
73.44
71.22
2.10
71.22
none
Continental Assur., 111.
2.33
73.15
none
73.15
Equitable Life, Iowa
69.85
2.01
69.85
none
Kansas City Life, Mo.
L.ife Ins. Co. of Gs. __________________________
74.45
none
71.45
3.39
71.96
2.98
71.96
none
Life Ins. Co. of Va.
72.53
none
72.53
3.05
Monumental Life, Md.
73.00
2.45
73.00
none
Occidental Life, Calif.
T h e Travelers, Conn.
75.26
none
75.26
1.96

Company

70.59

none

7 1.60
68.1 1
67.74
68.46
73.13
71.49

$72.51
74.26
74.32
74.43
77.37
78.19
71.79
75.30
73.32
75.48
71.86
77.84
74.94
75.58
75.45
77.22

Net.
cost

80.98

none
none
none

none
none

8.76
15.25

none

77.09

none

10.91

none

77.61

none

11.63

none

81.19

none
none
none
none

81.65
84.01

none
none
none
none
none

81.45
79.89

nolle

n1zd

$1 0 Dis
Income
none
10.37
8.06
none
none
none
none
none
10.43
10.86
none
none
none
none
8.19
none

Net
cost

W.P.

Income Endowment or Retirement Income
Basic Premium: $1,000.00 ins. or cash value; $10.00 monthly income at age 65
Non-Participating Companies (Paying No Dividends)

AGE 45 PREMIUM
RATECOMPARISONS

(The following is not a part of the plan, but is given to the Assembly as supplementary information.)

Z

3.

c

c

1,656.
1,623.
1,621.
1,623.
1,705.
1,623.
1,491.
1,582. u)
u1

$1,587.
1,587.
1,588.
1,588.
1,623.
1,661.
1,587.
1,655.
1,623.
1,623.
1,587.
1,587.
1,623.
1,656.
1,588.
1,664.
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UNIT ($1,000)
Annual Premiums
$ 21.65
22.37
23.1 1
23.89
24.71
25.57
26.49
27.46
28.47
29.54
30.66
31 -85
33.1 1
34.47
35.90
37.41
39.00
40.72
42.59
44.53
46.64
48.90
5 1.32
53.96
56.81
59.89
63.24
66.90
70.9 1
75.31
80.17
85.55
91.54
98.21
105.71
114.20
123.89
134.95
147.85

Age

20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
34
45
16
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54

55

AT
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AGE.^^
Dividenil Acc iwwr.4la ti0 17s
$521.83

443.68

372.16

307.14

247.98

194.39

145.89

102.09

56
57
58
59
60
Accumulated Dividends amounting to $1,000 may be used to ikcrease Retirement Income by $6.50 per month.
O n motion Mr. E. J. Mollenauer, representative of the Presbyterian Ministers’ Fund
was granted the privilege of the floor.
It was movecl that the first reconimendation of the report of the Committee on Pensions be adopted.
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By consent of the Assembly Mr. Merman Dykema was granted the privilege of the
floor.
The motion to put the previous question was carried.
On motion the first recommendation was adopted.
Messrs. Atwell and Stanton recorded their negative votes.
It was moved that the second recommendation of the report of the Committee on Pensions be adopted.
On motion it was determined that the Rev. Bernard A. Van Someren be granted the
floor immediately following noon recess to bring the fraternal greetings of the Christian
Reformed Church.
The Assembly recessed at 11:45 o’clock after prayer by Mr. Tavares.
FRIDAY AFTERNOON
T h e Assembly reconvened at 1: 15 o’clock with prayer by Mr. Willis.
The Rev. Bernard A. Van Someren, fraternal delegate of the Christian Reformed
Church addrcssed the Assembly. Mr. Marston responded for the Assembly.
The motion to put the previous question was carried.
On motion the second recommendatior, of the report of the Committee on Pensions
was adopted.
On motion the third recommendation was adopted as amended by the addition of the
words “or deacon” following the words “one ruling elder.”
On motion the third recommendation of the report of the Committee on General
Benevolence was adopted (see p. 54).
On motion it was determined that the Committee on General Benevolence be requested to furnish the ministers of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church with pertinent information as to the advantages and benefits and savings in premiums of group hospitalization and group accident insurance and then to circularize those ministers with the group
insurance questionnaire previously sent out.

It was moved that the motion before the Assembly anent Complaint No. 1 (see p. 89)
be amended by the deletion of the word “and” before the words “that the committee report” and by the addition of the words “and that thc directive of the Presbytery of Philadelphia of October 26, 1957 to the session of the Redeemer Orthodox Presbyterian Church
be considered as held in abeyance until action is taken by the Twenty-sixth General Assembly.”
On motion the order of the day was extended in order to give Mr. W. Oliver time
to complete his remarks.

-

The Assembly recessed at 3:35 o’clock for 15 minutes.
On motion Mr. W. Oliver was granted an extension of time to complete his remarks.
The motion to put the previous question was carried.
The amendment was lost. Messrs. Meiners, Comstock, and Murray recorded their
affirmative votes.
The Assembly recessed at 5:45 o’clock after prayer by Mr. Atwell.

FRIDAY EVENING
Thc Assembly reconvened Bt 7: 15 o’clock with prayer by Mr. Eyres.
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On motion Mr. Sloyer was granted an extension of time to complete his remarks.
On amended motion Mr. Edwards was granted an‘extension of five minutes to coinplete his remarks.
On amended motion the order of the day was extended to 9:30 o’clock.
~

On motion it was determined that the report of the Committee on a Hymnal be made
the order of the day Saturday morning following the reading of the Minutes.
On motion Messrs. Nilson and Cummings were escused from further attcndancc a t
the Assembly.
It was moved that the order of the day be extended 30 minutes.
T h e Moderator ruled that this motion was in order. Appeal was taken from the ruling
of the Moderator. The Moderator was sustained.
T h e motion to extend the order of the day was lost.
T h e Assembly recessed at 1O:OO o’clock after prayer by Mr. Coninieret.
SATURDAY MORNING
Following a devotional service led by M r . Kellogg the Assembly reconvened at 8:02
o’clock with prayer by Mr. Johnston.
The Minutes of Friday were read and approved as corrected.
On motion Mr. Olson was exciisecl from further attendance at the Assembly, following the morning session.
On motion Mr. DcWaard wa5 excused from further attendance a t the Assembly, following the Saturday session.
On motion Mr. Ellis was excused from further attendance at the Assembly after 1 I
o’clock.
On motion Mr. Roskamp was excused following today’s session from further attendance at the Assembly.
Mr. Marsden, Chairman of the Committee on a Hymnal, presented the report of the
Committee, and the Treasurcr’s report as audited, as fo!lows:
During the past year the committee has been engaged in the work of planning and
laying out the pages of the hymnal and in the preparation of copy for the printer, consisting of 728 hymns on 602 pages, and approximately 132 pages of Psalter readings, indexes, etc. It is expected that this work will be completed within the nest few months.
T h e committee is now laboring to discover the least expensive means of publishing
the hymnal, even through agencies outside the United States. It appears possible that a
saving of at least $10,000.000 might bc accomplished by these means. If the cost of publication can thus drastically be reduced, the committee will be financiaIly able to publish
soon, provided funds continue to come in.
T h e committee recommends that it bc continued.
Report on Audit of financial records of the Committee on a Hymnal of the Orthodox
Presbyterian Church, for the period May I, 1957 to May 23, 1958.
I have examined the books of the Cominittec on a Hymnal of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, for the pcriod May 1, 1957 to May 23, 1958. T h e examination has included
a comparison of recorded receipts with duplicates of receipts issued to individual donors,
tracing the receipts of a representative period to their deposit in the bank, and checking
expenditures against warrants or other authorizations of payment. Balances on hand at the
end of the period were reconciled to appropriate bank statements.
T h e Committee maintains a checking account with the Philadelphia National Bank,
and an interest-bearing savings account with the Philadelphia Saving Fund Society. On
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October 7, 1957 the Committee purchased as an investment GMAC notes in the face
amount of $9,000. These notes were redeemed April 7, 1958 with interest.
RECORD OF CASH RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS
Cash on hand or in Bank May 1, 1957
$
29.37
Received from churches 1__________________-_______..__I_________----------------$1 3,33 1.44
Received from individuals
168.74
Interest on GMAC notes
182.00
Miscellaneous income
57.09
13,739.27
_______________________________I__

________________1_1___I_________________------_-------------

------

--__--

Total Accountable
$13,768.64
Disbursements
$ 223.05
Editorial work
Copyright Research ____________-_______----------~------~----.---~-------1 19.30
402.43
Payments for use of Copyright material
19.82
Secretarial work
Preparation for Publication
76.00
__ _-____________________________
13.00
853.60
Committee expense ______
_____________I_________11______1________--_------_---------------

_-______1____________________________111---_---_-

On Hand May 23, 1958

12,915.04
$1 3,768.64

------

$

In Philadelphia National Bank
In Philadelphia Sav. Fund Society

581.OO
12,334.04

$12,915.04

--_---

Respectfully submitted,
Leslie W. Sloat
1May 28, 1958
O n motion the recommendation of the report was adopted.
It was moved that the Committee on a Hymnal be instructed to include the Confession
of Faith and the Shorter Catechism in the Hymnal. On motion the motion was amended
to insert the words “without proof texts” following the word “Catechism”.
On motion Mr. Verhage was granted permission to speak a third time.
Th e motion to put the previous question was carried.
Th e motion to instruct the Committee on a Hymnal to include the Confession of
Faith and Shorter Catechism without proof texts in the hymnal was carried.

It was moved that the hymn “Wonderful Grace of Jesus,’ be included in the hymnal
after certain errors in the second verse have been edited and if copyright permission can
be secured.
Th e motion to put the previous question was carried.
Th e motion before the Assembly was carried.
On motion Overture No. 4 from the Presbytery of the Dakotas relating to the hymnal
was brought to the floor.

On motion the whole matter was laid on the table.
r,

Th e amendment (see p. 89) relative to Complaint No. 1 against the Presbytery of
Philadelphia was returned to the floor.
On motion Mr. Atwell was granted an extension of time to coniplete his remarks.
On motion Mr. Froehlich was granted one minute to finish his remarks.
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On motion it was determined to recess at 11 :45 o’clock to reconvene at 1 : 1 5 o’clock.
T h e Assembly recessed at 11 :45 o’clock after prayer by Mr. Thoburn.
SATURDAY AFTERNOON
T h e Assembly reconvened at 1 : 15 o’clock with prayer by Mr. C. H. Oliver.
On motion Mr. Casey was granted an extension of time to complete his remarks.
On motion it was determined to vote on the amendment before the Assembly not
later than 2:45 o’clock. T h e motion was lost.

On motion it was determined to recess at 3:30 o’clock to reconvene at 10 o’clock
Monday morning.
On motion it was deterniined to hear the report of the Committee on Date and Place
of the Twenty-sixth General Assembly at this time. Mr. Atwell, Chairman, reported for
the Committee as follows:
T h e Committee on Date and Place of the Twenty-sixth General Assembly reports that
it has received only one invitation for the Twenty-sixth General Assembly, i. e. from Calvary Church of Glenside, Pa. and Westminster Theological Seminary, limited to a date
no earlier than May 26, 1959.
T h e Committee recommends: 1. That this invitation be accepted and that the Assembly convene for business at 8:30 a.m., with a devotional service at 8:lO a.m., on Tuesday,
May 26, 1959,
2. That a committee of three be appointed on arrangements, and
3. That the committee on arrangements be instructed not to make provision for the
administration of the Lord’s Supper on the previous evening.

It was moved that the first recommendation of the report be adopted.
It was moved that consideration of the report of the Committee on Date and Place of
the Twenty-sixth General Assembly be postponed until Monday morning immediately following the reading of the Minutes.
The motion to put the previous question was carried.
T h e motion to postpone consideration of the report of the Committee on Date and
Place of the Twenty-sixth General Assembly until Monday morning immediately following
the reading of the Minutes was carried.
It was moved as a substitute for the motion to dismiss complaint No. 1 against the
Presbytery of Philadelphia that items a,b,c, and d in the prayer of the Complaint be denied
and that item e be granted.
On motion Mr. B. Coie was excused from attendance at Monday’s sessions of tlie
Assembly.
T h e Assembly recessed at 3:30 o’clock after prayer by Mr. Hoogerhyde.
MONDAY MORNING
Following a devotional service led by Mr. Atwell the Assembly reconvened at 10:03
o’clock with prayer by Mr. Churchill.
T h e clerk read a communication from Mr. Phillips, the Assistant Clerk, informing
the Assembly of his inability to attend further sessions of the Assembly.
On motion Mr. Elliott was requested to serve as Assistant Clerk pro tem.
The Minutes of Saturday were read and approved as corrected.
On separate motions Messrs. Comstock and Phillips were excused from further attendandce at the Assembly.

TWENTY-FIFTH
GENERAL
ASSEMBLY

102

T h e Assembly proceeded to consider the report of the Comniittee on Date and Place
of the Twenty-sixth General Assembly.

T h e first recommendation of the report was divided. On motion the first part of the
recommendation accepting the invitation of Calvary Church, Glenside, Pa. and Westminster Theological Seminary was adopted.
O n motion it was determined to postpone consideration of the second part of recommendation No, 1 until after consideration of recommendation No. 3.
On motion recommendation No. 2 was adopted.
It was moved that recommendation No. 3 be adopted.
O n motion the words “on the previous evening’’ were deleted from recommendation

No. 3.
O n motion it was determined that if debate on the report of the Committee on Date
and Place be not concluded at 10:05 o’clock consideration of the report revert to its stated
place on the docket.
On amended motion the Committee on Arrangements for the Twenty-sixth General
Assembly was instructed to make provision for the administration of the Lord’s Supper
preceding the opening of the Assembly on the day appointed. Messrs. Murray, Reitsma
and Atwell recorded their negative votes.
T h e Assembly recessed at 11:45 o’clock after prayer by Mr. Ediger.
MONDAY AFTERNOON
T h e Assembly reconvened at 1: 15 o’clock with prayer by Dr. Bordeaux.
O n motion Mr. Kuschke was granted permission to speak a third time on the motion
before the Assembly.
O n motion it was dctermined to vote on the motion before the Assembly no later than
2: 30 o’clock.
T h e substitute motion before the Assembly, that with regard to Complaint No. 1
against the Presbytery of Philadelphia items a,b, c and d be denied and item e be granted,
was lost.
Mr. Meiners recorded his affirmative vote.

,

I

On motion the motion to dismiss Complaint No. 1 against the Presbytery of Philadelphia was amended by the addition of the clause “and that this Assembly elect a committee
of five to study the doctrines and practices of Peniel Bible Conference as to their agreement
with the Word of God and our subordinatc standards and that this committee report to the
Twenty-sixth General Assembly.”
It was moved as a substitute that this General Assembly inform the Presbytery of
Philadelphia and the Session of Redeemer Church that it has been unable to obtain sufficient information to lead us to a judgment concerning the complaint of Mr. Grunstra et al,
and that the Assembly elect a committee of five members to study the doctrines and practices of the Peniel Bible Conference which were referred to in the Report of the Committee to answer the complaint of Mr. Grunstra et ~ l and
, that the study include conference
with the ministers of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church who are associated with the Peniel
Bible Conference with a view to exegetical study of the doctrines and practices involved,
and that the committee report to the next general assembly.
On motion it was determined to vote on this motion not later than 3: 10 o’clock and
to recess at 3: 15 o’clock for 1 5 minutes.
O n motion it was determined to vote on the motion before the Assembly no later than
4 o’clock.
On motion it was determined to limit debate on the motion before the Assembly to
three minutes for each speaker.
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On motion the substitute motion was amended by the addition of the words “the cumplaint and the documents related thereto and” following the words “to study”.
T h e substitute motion before the Assembly was lost. Messrs. Mciners, R/Iurray, and
Stanton recorded their affirmative votes.
T h e motion to put the previous question was carried.
On motion Complaint No. 1 against the Presbytery of Philadelphia was disniisscd
and it was determined to elect a committee of five to study the doctrines and practices of
the Peniel Bible Conference as to their agreement with the Word of God and our subordinate standards and that this committee report to the Twenty-sixth General Assembii.
Messrs. Hills, DuMont, Stanton, and Meiners recorded their negative votes.
On motion thc Committee to Study thc Doctrines and Practices of the Peniel Bible
Conference was instructed to consult with ministers of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church
who are associated with the Peniel Bible Conference, with former adherents of the Peniel
Bible Conference, and with any others with whom the Committee deems it wise to consult.
Mr. W. Oliver gave notice of intention to file a written protest against the action of
the Assembly in dismissing Complaint No. 1 against the Presbytery of Philadelphia.
T h e following were nominated for election to the Committee to Study the Doctrines
and Practices of the Peniel Bible Conference : Messrs. Woolley, Murray, Meiners, Cummings, Clelland, Stonehouse, Tavares, Gaffin, Eyres, H. Oliver, Meredith G. Kline,
Clowney, Kuschke, Grunstra, Marston, John H. Skilton, Sloat, Van Til, Moore, DeWaard,
Hills, and Churchill.
On separate motions the requests of Messrs. Hills and Churchill to have their iianies
withdrawn from nomination were granted.
On motion it was determined that if there be no election on the first.ballot the nanies
of the eight nominees receiving the lowest number of votes, including ties, are to he
dropped.
A ballot was cast.
Mr. Elliott reported for the committee to consider Complaint No. 3 ‘igairist the Presbytery of Philadelphia that the complaint had been found in order.
Complaint No. 3 was read to the Assembly as follows:
Inasmuch as the Presbytery of Philadelphia neither acknowledged delinquency in
the matter dealt with in the following complaint nor granted the prayer thereof we
hereby, having given due notice to that Presbytery, carry this complaint to the
Twenty-fifth General Assembly.
And now this 25th day of March, 1958, conies the uiidersigned and coinplains
against the action of the Presbytery of Philadelphia on January 20, 1958, whereby it
dissolved the pastoral relation between the Reverend G. Travers Sloyer and the Redeemer Church of said Presbytery and in support of this complaint sets forth the following :
1. Such action could have been justified if clearlv required for the good of the
church or if the pastor had been judged guilty of error in doctrine or in life. That the
dissolution was not calculated to alleviate the situation in the church is evident from
the January 20, 1958 report of Presbytery’s committee to the effect that those of the
congregation who supported the pastor and the majority of the session substantially
outnumbered those who might possibly have favored the dissolution of the pastoral
relation.
If the dissolution was ordered because of a n inference that the pastor was in error
in doctrine then it should be noted that with respect to the directive of October 26,
1957 Mr. Sloyer et al. in their complaint of November 18, 1957, p. 3, agreed in a
substantial degree with the evaluation of that directive and only asked if certain other
matters did not need to be maintained because fully in accord with Scripture and the
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charged with error.
2. If the pastoral relation was dissolved because Mr. Sloyer was an “adherent of
the Peniel Bible Conference” this could only have properly followed an adequate
study of the doctrines of that Conference showing those doctrines to be in error.
Though a plea for such a study was made in the statement of that Bible Conference
to the Presbytery meeting of October 26, 1957 and renewed in the complaint of Sloyer
et al. of November 18, 1957, it was never undertaken.
3. If it be asserted that such a study was provided in the 21-page document
presented to the January 20, 1958 meeting of Presbytery the assertion is not hereby
granted but occasion is taken to point out that a procedure that presents a lengthy
study in alleged support of an earlier directive and then, at the same time as the study
is presented, enforces the directive by so radical an action as the dissolution of the
pastoral relationship with no opportunity to the accused parties to consider the study
is a procedure which is calculated to disturb rather than to promote the purity and
peace of the church and is liable to work injustice to individuals concerned as it undoubtedly has in this instance.
I n summary, the burden of complaint is against the procedure followed by the
Presbytery - a procedure wherein action was taken because of failure to obey a directive before the accused has been granted a proper explanation of the directive and
an opportunity to plead what they deemed Scriptural and confessional support for any
failure to obey the directive. T h e complaint holds no brief for doctrines which may
be held by “adherents of the Peniel Bible Conference” - indeed it rests in part on
the fact that there has not yet been a sufficient presentation of those doctrines to allow a judicious evaluation.
T h e Prayer of this Complaint: That the pastoral relationship of the Reverend G.
Travers Sloyer to the Redeemer Orthodox Presbyterian Church be restored until proper cause for dissolution be established.
Respectfully submitted,
Henry Fikkert
Robert L. Atwell
Charles H. Ellis (exclusive of No. 2)

I

T h e Answer of the Presbytery of Philadelphia to the Complaint of Mr. Atwell et al.
was read as follows:
T h e complaint, in its argument against the presbytery’s action, enters into the field of
hypothesis in its suggestions as to the presbytery’s reasons for the action. None of these
suggestions is accurate. T h e complaint fails to assess properly the reasons which were given
in the action itself, which is as follows:
“that in view of the disunity in the congregation of the Redeemer Church, as
made known to the presbytery and as dealt with by the presbytery since September, 1957, especially in view of the presbytery’s directive of October 26 and the
session’s refusal to comply therewith in its complaint of November 18, it appears
necessary to dissolve the relationship between the pastor and the congregation of
the Redeemer Church; and that relationship is hereby dissolved”.
T h e reasons named in this action are the disunity of the congregation as made known
since September, 1957 and the session’s refusal to comply with the presbytery’s directive
of October 26. T h e problem before the presbytery may be seen in its proper light by a
brief review of the preceding events. In September the complaint of Mr. Zinck et al. was
brought before the presbytery, charging the session of the Redeemer Church with delinquency. After two more meetings during which testimony was heard and the problem
cvaluated the presbytery took the action of October 26 without dissenting vote, finding
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that the special teachings and practices of a distinct group in the congregation constituted
a system or pattern of sanctification and guidance contrary to the Bible and our standards,
and that the presence of thcsc teachings and practices had divided the congregation; and
directing the session to engage in active resistance to these teachings and practices. This
action was i n accord with the Form of Government, X:7 and tlie Book of Disciphe, X:6.
T h e majority of the session, including Mr. Sloyer, opposed the presbytery’s action by the
complaint of November 18. T h e presbytery then appointed a committee to answer that
complaint, which visited the session and the congregation and brought in its report un
January 20. T h e proposed answer in that report was adopted by the presbytery with onlv
one dissenting vote. When Mr. Sloyer on January 20 reaffirmed his inability to complv
with the directive of October 26 it was clear, on the view that the directive was proper and
necessary, that his removal from Redeemer Church was an essential step toward the resolution of the disunity in the congregation.
T h e suggestions proposed by the complaint of A4r. Atwell and others, as to the presbytery’s reasons for its action of January 20, call for additional consideration.
1. T h e complaint says that the dissolution of the pastoral relation could have been
justified if clearly required for the good of the church, but maintains it was not for the
good of the church, since the members of the congregation who supported the pastor outnumbered those who favored dissolution of the pastoral rclation. But the good of a church
is not determined by majorities in the local congregation. T h e presbytery was compelled
to interpret the “good of the church” in terms of purity, peace and unity. T h e peace and
unity of this congregation had already been profoundly disturbed by the presence of certain teachings and practices, which were found by the presbytery to be in error. T h e presbytery therefore issued a directive that these tezchings and practices be resisted. T h e dissolution of the pastoral relation did not take place until after repeated statements by the
pastor that he was unable to obey that directive.
2. That complaint says the clissolution could have been justified if the pastor had
been been adjudged guilty of error in doctrine or in life. But Mr. Sloyer was not adjudged
guilty of error in doctrine or in life. H e was not under judicial discipline. T h e entire matter has been administrative, developing from a complaint against a judicatory, that is, the
complaint of Mr. Zinck et al. against the session of the Redeemer Church. Mr. Sloyer’s
status as a minister of the Presbytery of Philadelphia bas not been changed. T h e presbytery
dissolved his relation to the Redeemer Church because he had declared his inability to
comply with the directive the presbytery believed necessary for the good of the church.
3. T h e complaint comments that the pastor, in the complaint of November 18 against
the directive, had indicated an agrcement “in substantial degree” with the directive. But
on p. 3 of the complaint referred to, Messrs. Sloyer and Grunstra after various qualifications
conclude that “as a matter of conscience’’ they cannot condemn the positions rejected by
the presbytery. This conclusion on their part was repeated to the presbytery’s committee
and to the presbytery.
4. T h e Complaint further (point 2) raises the question whether the pastor was removed because he was an adherent of the Peniel Bible Conference. T h e answer is simply
that h e was not removed for this reason. That the Peniel Conference and adherents thereof
are involved in the whole problem at Redeemer is clear, and was stated in the directive of
the presbytery. However the reason for tlie presbytery’s action was not membership in an
organization. It was the established fact of disunity in the congregation, and the unwillingness of the pastor to take a course the preshytery believed necessary to overcome that situation and promote the good of the church.
5. T h e complaint suggests that “there should have been an adequate study of the
doctrines of the Peniel Bible Conference”. After having heard a 15-page committee report
on this subject on May 21, 1951, the presbytery was almost continuously concerned with
this subject for the next four years, as it related to the licensure and ordination of Mr.
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Sloyer. ?‘he complaint of Mr. Zinck et al. introduced the problem afresh in September,
1957 with further evaluations of the teachings of the Peniel Bible Conference. These evaluations, together with the testimony before the presbytery at the two subsequent special
meetings, indicated that the conference had continued to adhere to its distinctive teachings
and practices, and that these teachings and practices had caused dissension in the Redeemer
Church (see the report of January 20, 1958).
6 . T h e complaint charges that Mr. Sloyer had not “been granted proper explanation
of the directive”, and had had no “opportunity to plead Scriptural or Confessional support
for any failure to obey the directive”. But during the period from October 26, 1957 to
January 20, 1958 there was explanation of the directive and opportunity to plead against
it in the debates in two presbytery meetings and in the meetings held by the presbytery’s
committee with the session of the Redeemer Church. T h e written complaint of November
18, signed by Mr. Sloyer, was itself a plea against the directive.
7. Finally the complaint argues that the dissolution of the pastoral relation should not
have taken place after the presentation to the presbytery in January of a new study, with
no opportunity to Mr. Sloyer to consider that study adequately. The presbytery notes that
this again is irrelevant, and confusing. T h e study was not “new” in the sense that its material was unknown to the pastor of Redeemer Church prior to the January meeting. On
the contrary, much of that study is a review of material already before the presbytery in
previous meetings, and practically all the material in that study was included in conversations held by the presbytery’s committee with the session of Redeemer Church before the
January meeting of the presbytery.
The tellers reported the election of iMessrs. Murray, Meiners, Kline, and Skilton to
the Committee to Study the Doctrines and Practices of the Peniel Bible Conference.
Mr. Murray announced his resignation from the committee. On motion the resignation
was accepted.
Mr. Meiners’ resignation from the committee was offered to the Assembly.
It was moved that Mr. Meiners’ resignation be accepted. T h e Moderator ruled that
the motion was in order. Appeal was taken from the ruling of the Moderator. T h e Moderator was sustained.
Mr. Meiners’ resignation was not accepted.
On motion Mr. Kuschke’s request that his name be withdrawn from nomination was
granted.
A second ballot was cast.
The tellers reported no election on the second ballot.
It was determined that since on the second ballot there was a tie for the lowest number of votes the names of Messrs. Tavares, Grunstra and Clowney be dropped.
A third ballot was cast.
The tellers reported the election of Mr. Cummings on the third ballot.
The following were nominated to fill the vacancv caused by the resignation of Mr.
Murray: Messrs. Stonehouse, Willis, H. Oliver, and Calbraith. On motion Mr. Galbraith’s
request that his name be withdrawn from nomination was granted.
A ballot was cast.
On motion it was determined to extend the order of the day until the balloting be
completed.
Mr. Skilton was appointed convener of thz Committee to Study the Doctrines and
Practices of the Peniel Bible Conference.
The Assembly recessed at 5:45 o’clock after prayer by Mr. Murray.

MONDAY EVENING
The Assembly reconvened at 7: 15 o’clock with prayer by Mr. Hills.
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T h e tellers reported the election of Dr. Stonehouse to the Committee to Study the
Doctrines and Practices of the Peniel Bible Conference.
On separate motions Messrs. Frochlich and McDowell were excused from further attendance at the Assembly.
It was moved that Complaint No. 3 against the Presbytery of Philadelphia be sustained
and that this General Assembly direct the Presbytery of Philadelphia to restorc the pastoral
relationship of the Rev. G. Travers Sloyer with the Redeemer Orthodox Presbyterian
Church until proper cause for dissolution be established.
On motion Mr. Kuschke was granted an extension of time to complete his remarks.
On motion it was determined to vote on the motion before the Assembly no later than
8:45 o’clock and to limit speeches to four minutes each.
T h e motion before the Assembly was carried.
T h e following were nominated for election to the Committee on General Benevolence:
the Rev. Mr. Skilton, and ruling elder Henry L. Griswold, and deacon Dr. Charles F.
Milon.
T h e Moderator declared. the nominations closed and instructed the clerk to cast a
white ballot for the election’of Mr. Skilton as‘the ministerial member of the class of 1961
of the Committee on General Benevolence.
On motion it was determined to recess at 11 o’clock.
On motion it was determined that the non-ministerial member of the class of 1961 of
the Committee on General Bencvolence be elected by rising vote. Mr. Griswold was elected.
On motion the matter of the report of the Committee on a Hymnal and the pending
motion relating to Overture No. 4 were takcn from the table.
T h e Committee on Overtures and Communications recommended that the Assembly
take no action on Overture No. 4. On amended motion Overture No. 4 from the Presbytery
of the Dakotas was referred to the Committee on a Hymnal.
Mr. Galbraith, Chairman of the Committee on Revisions to the Form of Governme:it
and Book of Discipline presented the report of the Cornmittce as follows:
Fathers and Brethren,
T h e Committee on Revisions to the Form of Government and Book of Discipline has
held no meetings since the previous General Assembly. T h e Committee will endeavor to
resume its labors during the year with a view to recommending action concerning both the
Form of Government and Book of Discipline to the Twenty-sixth General Assembly. The
Committee recommends that it be continued.
John P. Galbraith, Chairinan
On motion thc recommendation of the report was adopted.
T h e Moderator requested Mr. Vail to take the chair.
T h e Moderator resumed the chair.
,
Mr. Meiners read the following protest:

A PROTEST
We, the undersigned, hereby protest the action of the 25th General Assembly in disinissing the Complaint of Messrs. Grunstra, Olivcr and Sloyer against the Presbytery of
Philadelphia which issued a directive dated October 26th, 1957 to the Session of Redeemer Church, Manoa, Pa., in which the Presbytery condemned a certain pattern of
sanctification and guidance allegedly held by adherents of the Peniel Bible Conference in
Kedeemer Church. W e protest the action of the General Assembly for the following
reasons:
1. T h e General Assembly failed to rule as invalid the bulk of cridence attached to
the original complaint against thc Session. T h e wider evidence prejudiced the case against
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Session unjustly, since it was from individuals who were outside the jurisdiction of the
Session. The original complaint, furthermore, was built largely on the testimony of one
person in the Church, whereas Scripture demands that accusations of error or sin are to bc
from the mouth of two or three witnesses.
2. T h e General Assembly failed to recognize the error of the Presbytery in not dividing the original complaint into administrative action in reference to Session's handling of
the case, and into judicial action in reference to the doctrines involved.
3. T h e Assembly approved of a directive of the Presbytery of Philadelphia which, in
effect, bound the conscience of the majority of the Session by the commandments of men.
If the Session of Redeemer Church was unconvinced of the errors cited by Presbytery
without further study of them, then to require the Session to comply with such a directive
was equivalent to requiring the Session to sin.
4. T h e General Assembly approved of the directive of the Presbytery over the courteous plea of the Peniel Bible Conference for further study of the doctrines involved. T h e
Conference had petitioned the Presbytery, for the glory of Christ and the peace of the
Church, to meet in committee for discussion of the problems raised before official pronouncements of heresy were adopted. This plea was unheard. An elected committee to
study doctrines and practices after condemning them, is, to say the least, too little and too
late.
5. The General Assembly has permitted the directive to stand in spite of the plea of
a sizable portion of the congregation of Redeemer Church. This group of Orthodos Presbyterians had affirmed its desire to remain in the denomination, and had stated its distress
over the fact that Presbytery honored the original complaint and issued a direcctive unsuited to the actual situation existing in Redeemer Church. This group of members, in
addition, had urged the General Assembly to grant relief since the present grievous situation could not be suffered to continue in the Church beyond one month after the 25th
General Assembly. T h e action of dismissing the Complaint was a refusal to give ear to the
desperate pleading of believers for whose welfare the Church is responsible.
Walter T. Oliver
G. Travers Sloyer
Raymond M. Meiners
Herbert V. G. DuMont
Mr. Sloat read the following protest:

A PROTEST
T o the 25th General Assembly of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church.
And now this Ninth day of June 1958 comes the undersigned and protests against
the action of the General Assembly in directing the Presbytery of Philadelphia to restore
the pastoral relationship of the Rev. C. Travers Sloyer to Redeemer Orthodox Presbyterian
Church of Manoa, on the following groundThe directive of the Assembly requires members of the Presbytery of Philadelphia to
violate their ordination vows, in that it directs them to establish a pastoral relationship
where the pastor involved has declared that he cannot obey a directive of the Presbytery to
resist teachings and practices the Presbytery has judged to obscure sound doctrine. The
ordination vows require the members of Presbytery to be zealous and faithful in maintaining the truths of the gospel, and the purity of the Church.
Leslie W. Sloat
Robert H. Graham
Arthur W. Kuschke, Jr.
C. Herbert Oliver
Edwards E. Elliott
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T h e Report of the Committee on Conversations with Representativcs of the Christian
Reformed Church was presentcd as follows:
T h e Committee wishes to report that it has eng3ged in conversations with the Christian Reformed Committee for several hours on two occasions since it reported to the General Assembly, on September 13, 1957 and January 15, 1958.
I. T h e following statement was adopted by joint action and is presented to this Assembly
for adoption :
“In view of the basic community in doctrine, polity, and practice existing between
the Christian Reformed Church and the Orthodox Presbyterian Church and in pursuance of the cooperation already exemplified in the mcrnbership of the two churches
in the Reformed Ecumenical Synod the joint committee agrees to recommend that the
Synod of the Christian Reformed Church elcct delegates to the General Assembly of
the Orthodox Presbyterian Church; and that thc General Assembly of the Orthodox
Presbyterian Church elect delegates to the Synod of the Christian Reformed Church
on the understanding that these delegates be given the privileges of the floor in the
Assembly and Synod respectivcly, in which they are clected to serve as delegates.”
11. T h e following statement regarding the principles that should be operative in receiving
persons into communicant membership in the church was adopted by the committees, and
is presented to this Assembly as information that may be indicative 01 significant unity
within the two Churches on this basic sl-lbject.
“I. T h e confession made by the candidate for communicant membership must not bc
construed on the assumption that a disjunction may properly be made between a
Christian confession and a Reformed confession. A Christian confession is by implication a Reformed confession and vice versa.
2. There is nevertheless, no stereotyped pattern of confession that may be applied by
consistories and sessions in the reception of members. Allowance must be made for
the diverse levels of understanding of thc implications of a truly Christian confession
on the part of those who may be deemed eligible, in accordance with Christ’s institution, for communicant membership. A fixed pattern is not adequate to meet the diversity with which consistories and sessions are confronted in concrete cases. Each
individual must be examined and dealt with specifically.
3. Church membership does not carry with it the implication that all male members
in full communion are thereby esteemed eligible for office in the church. Office in the
church presupposes spiritual gifts for thc officc and doctrinal understanding and competence which may not be imposed as a condition of church mcmbcrship.”
111. I n the event that the committees are continued they plan to meet again on September
29, 1958. Your Committee recommends that it be continued.
Respectfully submitted,
Ned B. Stonehouse, Chairman
On amended motion it was determined that this General Assembly inform the Synod
of the Christian Reformed Church that the Assembly is prepared to welcome delegates
selected by the Synod of the Christian Reformed Church and grant them the privilege of
the floor.
O n motion the committee was continued.
On motion Mr. Meiners was excused from further sessions of the Assembly.
T h e report of the Committee on Correspondence with Other Churches was presented
as follows:
T h e Committee, acting on the background of various instructions of previous assemblies, presents the following report:
I. T h e greetings of the Church were conveyed to the Korean Presbyterian Church
through the Rev. Robert S . Marsden, Clerk of Assembly and a member of this Committee.
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11. T h e Rev. John P. Clelland, a menibcr of thc Committee, has been appointed 2s fr‘iternal delegate to the Bible Presbyterian Synod which is to convene in Lakeland, Floridii
in June of this year.
111. T h e Committee has not been successful in arranging conversations with 3 similar
committee of the Bible Presbyterian Synod. One effort to arrange such a meeting proved
unsuccessful, due largely, it appears, to the fact that many members are scattered over a
wide area. There has been some corrcspondence between the chairmen of the two committees and an effort will be macle to bring about a meeting of the Committees in the coursc
of the year.
IV. Throughout the year there has been correspondence between the chairman of the
Committee and the Rev. Norman C. Hoeflinger, Chairman of the Committee on Relations
with Other Reformed Churches of the Reformed Church in the United States (Eureka
Classis). It is especially gratifying to report that Dr. Cornelius Van Ti1 graciously accepted
an invitation to act as delegate of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church to the annual classis
meeting in Eureka, South Dakota, early in May. His service was evidently of great value
in promoting closer relationship with this body.
V. T h e Rev. LeRoy B. Oliver was appointed as fraternal delegate to the 1958 Synod of
the Christian Reformed Church.
VI. With regard to the instruction of the Twenty-fourth General Assembly as to definitions concerning “sister church” relationships and related matters, the Committee reports
that it has given attention to this subject but cannot comply with the request, since it believes that it is impracticable to do so in view of the considerable variations in usage that
have prevailed in the past and still prevail. T h e Committee moreover feels that the adoption of arbitrary definitions on our part would prove morc of a hindrance t h m a help in
promoting ecumenical relationships.
VII. In the judgment of the Committee it would be inadvisable to prepare a list of
churches throughout the world with which the Orthodox Presbyterian Church might seek
correspondence, as requested by thc Twenty-third General Assembly, since this actuallv
can more appropriately be done by the Reformed Ecumenical Synod.
VIII. A communication from the Rev. J. W. Deenik, on behalf of the Reformed Churches of New Zealand, presented a plea to the Orthodox Presbyterian Church and Westminster Seminary to keep in view the need of his denomination for qualified ministers of
the gospel who may be willing to go to New Zealand. This plea is similar to thqt made by
the Rev, J. F. H. van der Bom of Australia, which was reported to the General Assemblv
last year. A sympathetic reply was made.
Respectfully submitted,
Ned B. Stonehouse, Chairman
O n motion the committee was continued.
On motion the Committee on Correspondence with Other Churches was directed to
undertake conversations with the denomination of which the First Orthodox Protestant
Reformed Church of Grand Rapids, Michigan is a member with a view to the dcvelopment
of closer relations.
T h e following reports, concerning a church paper, from the Committees on Home
Missions and Church Extension, Foreign Missions, and Christian Education were presented :
From the Committee on Home Missions and Church Extension :
I n response to the request of the Twenty-fourth General Assembly that the Committee
on Home Missions and Church Extension “take under advisement the publication of a
church magazine or paper”, the following action was taken by this Committee:
“That this Committee inform the Committee on Foreign Missions and the Committee
on Christian Education that it would be willing to nicet with them if invited with 3
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view to considering the General Assembly’s directive to consider the establishment of
a church paper . . .”
This action was taken aftcr a joint meeting of sub-committees of this Committee, the
Committee on Foreign Missions and the Committee on Christian Education. No joint
meeting of the three full committees was subsequently held.

I

I

From the Committee on Foreign Missions:
Pursuant to the instruction of the Twenty-fourth General Asseiiibly to this Committee
that it “take under advisement the publication of a church magazine or paper”, the following action was taken :
That this Committee inform the Twcnty-fifth General Assembly that representatives
of the Committee met with representatives of the Committee on Home Missions and
Church Extension and of the Committee on Christian Education and that the following report was presented to this Committee by these joint sub-committees, together
with a minority report, also below, by one of the representatives:
1. Report of the Joint Sub-Committee:
“We recommend: That the Committees report to thc Twenty-fifth General Assembly that they do not believe the resources in men and means now available in
the Church should be used in the publication of a new church paper; the Conimittees believe, however, that an expansion of the MESSENGER may be a feasible way of satisfying in a measure the present desire for a more widely-read paper.
This expansion should include a presentation in popular manner of the basic mcssage of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church.”
2. Report of one representative:
“ W e recommend: That the Committees report to the Twenty-fifth General Assembly that although they have no principial ob’ections to a church paper, they
believe that no better paper than the GUARDIAN could be published with our
present personnel and resources. T h e Committee however recommends that the
resources of the MESSENGER be applied to the PRESBYTERIAN G U A R D I A N
and urges that the G U A R D I A N be published semi-monthly.”
From the Committee on Christian Education:
With respect to the action of the Twenty-fourth General Assembly “That the Conimittees on Home Missions and Church Extension, Foreign Missions, and Christian Education take under advisement the publication of 3 church magazine and/or paper and report
to the Twenty-fifth General Assembly” the Committee on Christian Education at its regular meeting on April 29, 1958 passed the following motion:
“That the Committee on Christian Education recommend to the Twenty-fifth General
Assembly that this Committee be charged with preparation of a program of development
looking to the establishment of a church paper, to bc submitted to the Twenty-sixth General Assembly.”
T h e Modcrator requested A h . Vail to take the chair,
On motion the recommendation of the report of the Committee on Christian Education relating to a church paper was adopted.
T h e Moderator resumed the chair.

On motion Mr. Sloat was excused from further attendance at the Assembly.
Mr. Peterson reported for the Committee on Overtures and Communications as follows:
1 . Regarding Communication No. 1 from the Presbytery of New York and New England
the Committee recommends that this General Assembly receive the explanation of the
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clerk of the Presbytery of New York and New England concerning the alleged error on
page 95 of the Minutes of the Presbytery.
Regarding the Communication from the International Council of Christian Churches
the Committee recommends that the clerk be instructed to send a letter declining the
invitation of the International Council of Christian Churches with thanks.
Regarding Overture No. 1 and Communication No. 4 the Committee recoinmends in
the light of the communications from Messrs. Duff and Clelland, and in light of the
concurrence of the Presbyteries of Philadelphia, Ohio, and New Jersey that Overture
No. 1 be adopted.
Regarding Ovcrture No. 2 the committee rccornmends its adoption.
Regarding Overture No. 3 the Committee recommends no action.
Regarding Overtures Nos. 5 and 6 the Committee recommends that the overtures be
adopted in the following form: that the General Assembly establish a Presbytery of the
Southeast consisting of the following churches : Fort Lauderdale Church, Fort Lauderdale, Florida and Sharon Church, Hialeah, Florida, both now in the Presbytery of New
Jersey; and Westminster Church, Valdosta, Georgia and First Church, Maitlsnd, Florida, both now in the Presbytery of Philadelphia.

On motion recommendation No. 1 was adopted.
On motion recommendation No. 2 was adopted.
On motion it was determined to take no action on Overture No. 1 .
It was moved that the recommendation concerning Overture No. 2 be adopted.
On motion Mr. Haney was excused from further attendance at the Assembly at 1 1
o’clock.
On motion it was determined to extend the order of the day until 11 : 30 o’clock.
It was moved that the words “and conclusions” be deleted from Overture No. 2.
T h e motion to put the previous question was carried. T h e amendment was adopted.
T h e motion to put the previous question was carried. Overture No. 2 as amended was
adopted.
On motion the recoinmendation of the Committee on Overtures and Communications
concerning Overture No. 3 was adopted.
It was moved that Overture No. 6 be substituted for the recommendation of the Committee Concerning Overtures Nos. 5 and 6.
T h e motion to put the previous question was carried. Overture hTo. 6 was substituted
for the recommendation of the Committee.
T h e motion to put the previous question was carried. Overture No. 6 was adopted.
On motion the Moderator was authorized to appoint a convener of the new Presbytery of the South. T h e Moderator appointed Mr. Clelland.
On niotion the report of the Committee on Date and Place of the Twenty-sixth General Assembly was brought to the floor.
T h e Moderator appointed Messrs. Atwell, Marsden and Fikkert to the committee on
Arrangements for the Twenty-sixth General Assembly. (Subsequent to the Assembly Mr.
Marsden resigned and Mr. Sloat consented to serve in his place).
On motion recess was postponed for 15 minutes.
On motion it was determined that the Twenty-sixth General Assembly begin with the
devotional service Wednesday, May 27th, 1959 at 8:OO p.m.
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On motion Mr. Edward F. Klokow was reappointed Liaison Representativc to the
World Home Bible and Mr. Urban, alternate.
Mr.Vining, Chairman of the Committee on Presbyterial Records, presented the report
of the Committee as follows:
T h e Committee on the Examination of Presbyterial Records recommends that the following records be approved without exception :
T h e Presbytery of New Jersey, T h e Presbytery of Philaclelphia, T h e Presbytery of
Ohio, and The Presbytery of Wisconsin.
T h e Committee on the Examination of presbyterial Records recommends that the
following records be approved with the exceptions notcd :
T h e Presbytery of California
A revision of the Presbytery’s rules appears on a slip of paper which is detached rram
the rest of the rules bound at the beginning of the Minutes (at two places).
T h e Presbytery of the Dakotas
A loose page not a part of the Minute Book is to be found at the back of the book.
On pp. 61 and 69, there was no motion and adoption that the call of the special meetings in question be found in order.
On pp. 66 and 68, erasures, interlineations, etc., should not be found upon the minute
pages.
Misspelled words were found on various pages of the Minutes.
Presbytery should not be referred to as “we” (e.g. p. 69).
T h e Yresbyter)l of New York and New England
Numerous words are misspelled and typographical errors appear on the pages of the
Minutes.
“Moderator asked Mr. ------ to take the chair.” (p. 116).
A lost motion was recorded, together with a motion to reconsider this lost motion,
which was lost also. (p. 117).
T h e repeated use of “exam” for “examination” is not good form (p. 116).
T h e Minutes of September 10 and 11, 1957, are unsigned, and also those of the spccia1 meeting of September 29, 1957.

On motion the recommendations of the Committee were adopted.
On motion recess was postponed indefinitely.
Mr. Johns’ton presented the report of the Committee on Travel Fund as follows:
Balance brought forward from Twenty-fourth
($26.60)
General Assembly
RECEIPTS
Received from the churches ____________________________________________________________ $ 2,470.85
2,506.20
Received for General Assembly Fund ____________________________________________
35.35

-----$ 2,479.60

DISBURSEMENTS
Disbursed to 60 commissioners ___________________ __________________________________ $ 2,426.60
Due to 2 commissioners
73.12
35.35
Due to General Assembly Fund . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Committee expense
4.90
~

~

~

_____-

Carried forward to Twenty-sixth General Assembly

....................

$ 2,539.97

--_---

($60.37)

114

TWBNTS-FIFTH
GENERAL
AsseninLs

O n motion the Moderator was authorized to appoint a Committee on Travel Fund
consisting of three members for the 26th General Assembly.
On motion a budget of $1.15 per communicant member for the General Assembly
Fund was set with $.SO for the General Fund and $.65 for the Travel Fund.
The following resolution of thanks was adopted: Resolved that the Twenty-fifth
General Assembly express hearty thanks and grateful appreciation to the Bethel Orthodox
Presbyterian Church, Oostburg, Wisconsin, for its gracious hospitality and many courtesies
extended the commissioners and visitors for their comfort and pleasure, and to the Committee on Arrangements for the excellent provision which they have made for the meeting
of the Assembly.
On motion the Moderator and Stated Clerk of the Assembly were granted authority
to place on the docket for the Twenty-sixth General Assembly, if they see fit, the presentation of the work of Children for Christ by a representative of that organization.
Mr. Nicholas read the following protest:

A PROTEST
Fathers and Brethren:
T h e undersigned respectfully protest the fact that the Twenty-fifth General Assembly,
following the unfortunate precedent established over the years, continued to recognize, by
the approval of motions granting excuses, the failure of commissioners to make proper arrangements for remaining throughout the Assembly as a legitimate reason for seeking to
be excused early (with travel pay) to the detriment of the orderly conclusion of the business assigned to the General Assembly.
June 9, 1958
Robert E. Nicholas
Paul Woolley
George J. U7illis
Jack J. Peterson
Dwight H. Poundstone
Robert L. Atwell
Lester R. Bachman
Glenn R. Coie
Robley J. Johnston
John C. Hills, Jr.
Garret A. Hoogerhyde
Theodore J. Georgian
Herbert S. Bird
Robert W. Anderson
Raymond E. Commeret
Edward L. Kellogg
Harvie M. Conn
Elmer M. Dortzbach
Lawrence R. Eyres
Leonard F. Chanoux
T h e Moderator appointed Messrs. Moore, Nicholas, and Paul Lovik to the Committee
on Travel Fund for the Twenty-sixth General Assembly.

On motion the Assembly expressed to the General Secretaries of the Comiiiittees on
Home and Foreign Missions and Christian Education and the Associate Secretary of the
Committee on Home Missions its sincere gratitude and appreciation for their industry and
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faithfulness in and beyond the line of duty in furthering the cause of Christ in our bclovc(1
Church, in the nation, and throughout the world.
On motion the Assembly expressed its hearty and unanimous appreciation to the Moderator for the outstanding manner in which he has presided over the sessions of this
Assembly.
On motion the Assembly recessed for 1 5 minutes.
On motion the Minutes of Monday were approved as currected.
On motion the Minutes of the Assembly as a whole were approved.
Mr. Icellogg led the Assembly in prayer in behalf of Mr. Reitsma’s wife and niothcr
who were reported to be ill.
On motion the Assembly adjourned. The Moderator made the following declaration :
“By virtue of the authority delegated to me by the Church, let this General Assembly hc
dissolved, and I do hereby dissolve it, and require another General Assembly, chosen in
the same manner to meet at Glensidc, Pennsylvania, on the 27th day of Map, 1959,” and
pronounced the apostolic benediction.
T h e Assembly closed at 12:47 a.m. June 10, 1958.
LeRoy B. Oliver,
Stated Clerk
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E. Lynne Wade
K. J. Rushdoony, Pastor, Santa Cruz

Minister Removed from Roll - Robert K. Morris; demitted to become communicant member of Christian Reformed Church
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Special Committees of the Twenty-fifth General Assembly
COMMITTEE ON ARRANGEMENTS FOR TI-IE
TWENTY-SIXTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY
Robert L. Atwell (Convener), Henry H. Fikkert, Leslie W. Sloat
COMMITTEE TO CONFER WITH THE CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH
Ned B. Stonehouse, Th.D., (Chairman), John Murray, Bert L. Roeber, Robert L. Atwell,
John P. Galbraith, alternate
COMMITTEE ON CORRESPONDENCE WITH OTHER CHURCHES
Ned B. Stonehouse, Th.D. (Chairman), John P. Clelland, Calvin K. Cummings,
Paul Woollep, LeRoy B. Oliver
COMMITTEE ON A HYMNAL
Robert S. Marsden (Chairman), Robley J. Johnston, Arthur W. Kuschke, Jr.,
LeRoy B. Oliver, Edward J. Young, Ph.D.
I

COMMlTTEE ON PENSIONS
Everett C. DeVelde (Chairman), Ralph E. Clough, William Colsman, John P. Galbraith,
Edward A. Haug, Jr., David H. Henry
COMMITTEE ON REVISIONS TO THE FORM OF GOVERNMENT
AND BOOK OF DISCIPLINE
John P. Galbraith #(Chairman), Edmund P. Clowney, Robert S. Marsden,
John Murray, Ned B. Stonehouse, Th.D.

COMMITTEE To STUDY THE CONSTITUTION OF THE
REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCI-I OF NORTH AMERICA
Calvin K. Cummings (Chairman), Ned B. Stonehouse, Th.D., Paul Woolley
COMMITTEE T O STUDY THE DOCTRINES AND PRACTICES OF
THE PENIEL BIBLE CONFERENCE
John H. Skilton (Chairman), Calvin K. Cummings, Meredith G. Kline, Ph.D.,
Raymond M. Meiners, IVed J3. Stonehouse, Th.D.
COMMITTEE ON TRAVEL FUND FOR THE TWENTY-SIXTH
GENERAL ASSEMBLY
James E. Moore I(Convener), Robert E. Nicholas, Paul M. Lovilc
LIAISON REPRESENTATIVE TO THE WORLD HOME BIBLE LEAGUE
Edward F. Klokow, Edwin C. Urban, alternate
DELEGATE TO THE REFORMED ECUMENICAL SYNOD,
SOUTH AFRICA, 1958
Ned B, Stonehouse, Th.D.
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Standing Committees
of
The Orthodox Presbyterian Church
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Class of 1961-MINISTERS:

Calvin K. Cummings, Wendell L. Rockey, Jr.
Raymond 0. Zorn
RULING ELDERS: F. Kingsley Elder, Ph.D., Edward A. Haug, Jr.
Class of 1960-MINISTERS: Herbert V. G. DuMont, Jr., Lewis J. Grotenhuis,
Edward J. Young, Ph.D.
RULING ELDERS : William Colsman, A. Eugene Hayman
Class of 1959-MINISTERS: Edmund P. Clowney, Lawrence R. Eyres, Carl J. Reitsma
RULING ELDERS: Arthur Amour, Leonard G . Brown
General Secretary: The Rev. Robley J. Johnston, 627 Schaff Building,
1505 Race Street, Philadelphia 2, Pa.
FOREIGN MISSIONS
Clnss of 1961-MINISTERS:

Henry €3. Fikkert, Robert L. Vining,
Ned B. Stonehouse,-Th.D.
RULING ELDERS: Newman de Haas, Willard E. Nee1
Class of 1960-MINISTERS: Leslie A. Dunn, Charles H. Ellis, John H. Skilton
RULING ELDERS: Gilbert Bird, R. P. Width
Class of 1959-MINISTERS: Albert G. Edwards, 111, ,Robert H. Graham, John Murray
RULING ELDERS : Thomas Jorgensen, Lewis W. Roberts
General Secrenrty: The Rev. John P. Galbraith, 727 Schaff Building,
1505 Race Street, Philadelphia 2, Pa.
HOME MISSIONS AND CHURCH EXTENSION
Calvin A. Busch, Ralph E. Clough, Robert W. Eckardt
RULING ELDERS: Garret A. Hoogerhyde, J. Richard Kreiner
C h s s of 1960-MINISTERS: John C. Hills, Jr., George W. Marston, Paul Woolley
RULING ELDERS: Bert L. Roeber, Richard C. Zebley
Class of 1959-MINISTERS : Robert K. Churchill, Everett C. DeVelde,
Robert S. Marsden
RULING ELDERS: Cyrus B. Ferguson, Wilfred R. Moses
General Secretary: The Rev. John P. Galbraith;
Associate Secretary: The Rev. LeRoy B. Oliver, 727 Schaff Building,
1505 Race Street, Philadelphia 2, Pa.
Class of 1961-MINISTERS:

GENERAL BENEVOLENCE
Class of 1961-MINISTER: John H. Skilton; RULING ELDER: Henry L. Griswold
Clnss of 1960-MINISTER : Lester R. Bachman; DEACON: Ross Noblett
Class of Z959-MINISTER: Robert L. Vining; DEACON: Irving Triggs
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CLERKS OF SESSIONS
October 1, 1958
Number
Ruling
Elders
3
1
1
6
3

5
1
5
2

3
1
2
2
2
3
2
5
4
2

5
2
3

2
2

2
2

3
3
4
3
3
2

Presbytery of California
CALIFORNIA
Berkeley, Covenant-David L. Neilnnds, I601 Cedar St., Berkeley 3
Chula Vista, Bayview-Guy Newland, Jr., 6260 Calle Pavena, San Diego 14
Garden Grove, OPC-Fred A. Handy, 11952 Donna Lane, Garden Grove
Long Beach, First-Dr. William H. Olson, 2675 Gondar Ave., Long Beach 15
Los Angeles, Beverly-Herbert F. Pink, 129 N. Bleakwood Ave., Los Angeles 22
Los Angeles, Greyfriars Memorial-Robert E. Anderson, 9321 2nd Ave., Inglewood
Los Angeles, Westminster-Robert 0. Lovik, 825 S. Los Robles, Pasadena
Manhattan Beach, First-R. D. Blocker, 21 15 Valley Drive, Manhattan Beach
San Diego, Paradise Hills (formerly National City, First)-Hiram Bellis,
2591 Calle Tres Lomas, San Diego 14
San Francisco, Covenant-Roy 0. Young, 1450 Washington St., San Francisco
San Francisco, First-Clarence P. Bush, 809 Hillside Blvd., So. San Francisco
Santa Cruz, OPC-Thomas G. Kirkwood, 203 Missions St.
Santee, Valley-Philip R. Conard, 6341 Falmouth, La Mesa
South San Francisco, Brentwood-Robert Littlefield, 75 Parnassus, San Francisco
Sunnyvale, First-Stewart Sandberg, 395 Keeler Ct., Centerville
Whittier, Calvary, c/o Rev. Dwight H. Poundstone, 12132 Luitweiler Ave., Whittier
OREGON
Bend, Westminster-R. E. Jewell, 1645 W. 5th St., Bend
Portland, First-William F. Huber, 4030 N.E. 74th Ave., Portland
Portland, Second-Arthur G. Schultz, Box 50, Rt. 1, Eagle Creek
Presbytery of the Dakotas
COLORADO
Denver, Park Hill-Arthur F. Johnson, 415 S. Gaylord St., Denver 9
NEBRASKA
Lincoln, Faith-Raymond W. Slote, 1801 S. 43rd St., Lincoln
Omaha, OPC-R. T. Kerr, 2857 Corby St., Omaha 11
NORTH DAKOTA
Carson, Bethel-Ervin Erickson, Carson
Lark, First-Burton Havens, Flasher
Leith, First-Koswell Kamrath, Leith
OKLAHOMA
Oklahoma City, Knox-E. Meyers Bearden, 2 104 Churchill Way, Village,
Oklahoma County
SOUTH DAKOTA
Bancroft, Murdock MeinoriLi1-Clarence Rabenberg, Bancroft
Bridgewatcr, Trinity-Calvin D. Hofer, Bridgewater
Hamill, Westminster-Lynus Carlson, Hamill
Manchester, OPC-Fred G. Ritterbusch, DeSniet
Volga, Calvary-Lester Kleinjan, R. D., Bruce
Yale, OPC-Glenn Foote, 13. D. No. 3, Huron

Presbytery of New Jersey
N E W JERSEY
3 Bellmawr (formerly Crescent Park), Zmmanuel-Edward M. Shindle,
6 Adams Ave., Bellmawr
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9
3
3
2
4
4

I

9

10
6
2
2

2
2
3
1
1
7
2
2
2
4
3
6

4
0

5
3
7
4
2

5
8
2
6
3

5
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Bridgeton, Calz7ary-Robert M. Garrison, 43 Fayette St., Bridgeton
East Orange, Covenant-William A. DeJonge, 22 Normal Ave., Montclair
Fair Lawn, Grace-Henry L. Griswold, 2-05 35th St., Fair Lawn
Morristown, Emmanuel-0. S, Sterner, 376 South St., Morristown
Pittsgrove, Faith-Floyd E. Graf, 23 Second St., Elmer
Ringoes, Calvary of Amwell- James N. Stryker, Ringoes
Vineland, Covenant-Ralph H. Ellis, 37 S. State St., Vineland
West Collingswood, Immanzd-Wilfred R. Moses, Apt. 150D, Wallworth Pk. Apts.,
Haddonfield
Westfield, Grace-Bert L. Roeber, 207 Elm St., Westfield
White Horse, Grace-George A. Hurlev, 83 Recder Ave., Trenton 8
Wildwood, Calvary-Thomas Jorgensen, 136 W. Lavender Rd., Wildwood Crest *
Presbytery of New York and New England
CONNECTICUT
Hamden, First-Albert H. Squires, 103 Lawncrest Rd., New Maven
MAINE
Bangor, Pilgrim-Thomas L. Eesley, Rockport
Cornville, OPC-Myron C. Moody, R.D. No. 2, Skowhegan
East Madison, OPC-Ervin H. Rhoda, R. D. No. 4, Houlton
Ludlow-Smyrna, Bethel-Ervin H. Rhoda, R. D. No. 4, Houlton
Portland, Second Parish-Lenville Hawkes, R. D. No. 3, Cumberland Center
South Solon, OPC-Myron C. Moody, R. D. No. 2, Skowhegan
MASSACHUSETTS
Fall River, Grace-Arthur S. Reseigh, 693 Read St., Somerset
N E W YORK
Albany, Church of the Covenant-Donald D. Mill, 4042 Albany St., Schenectady
Franklin Square, OPC-Arthur Hansen, 522 Park Ave., North Merrick
Rochester, Covenant-John Garland, 264 Titus Ave., Rochester 17
Rochester, Memorial-William C. Colsman, 1694 Blossom Rd., Rochester 10
Schenectady, CaZvary-Robert Y. McCullough, 242 Union St., Schenectady
RHODE ISLAND
Cranston, Calvary-c/o Arthur S. Reseigh, 693 Read St., Somerset, Mass.
Presbytery of Ohio
PENNSYLVANIA
Branchton, New Hope-Ray Kitenour, R. D. No. 4, Slippery Rock
Grove City, Wayside-Paul W. Northcott, 314 College Ave., Grove City
Harrisville, Faith-William H. Kiester, R. D. No. 1, Boyers
Pittsburgh, Covenant-John C. Smith, 341 Maple Terrace, Pittsburgh 11
Nashua, Nashua-c/o Wendell Miller, R. D. No. 1, Edinburg, Pa.
Presbytery of Philadelphia
DELAWARE
Middletown, Grace-W. R. Weldon Burge, 11 E. Redding St., Middletown
Wilmington, Eastlake-A. Eugene Hayman, Jr., 1408 Marsh Rd., Wilmington 3
MARYLAND
Baltimore, St. Andrew’s-Leonard G. Brown, R. D. No. 2, Box 75, Oxford, Pa.
Silver Spring, Knox-Ralph E. Ramsey, 811 Forest Glen Rd., Silver Spring
PENNSYLVANIA
Center Square, Community-William E. Brown, Box 243 Valley Forge Rd.,
King of Prussia
Glenside, Calvary-Richard C. Zeblcy, R. D. Chalfont
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1 Hatboro, Trinity-Ronald Jenkins, 13 E. Monument Ave.
6 Kirkwood, OPC-William R. Ferguson, 209 N. 3rd St., Oxford
3 Manoa, Redeemer-T. Nelson Kellogg, 2637 Cynwyd Ave., Broomall
7 Middletown, Calvary-Lewis W. Roberts, 808 Adelia St., Middletown
4 Nottingham, Bethany-J. Preston Reburn, Nottingham
3 Philadelphia, Gethsemane- J. Richard Kreiner, 1927 Hollinshed Ave.,
Merchantdle, N. J.
3 Philadelphia, Knox-Robert H. English, 116 W. Hillcrest Ave., Havertown
4 Philadelphia, Mediator-Charles M. Mayson, 3 19 Ryers Ave., Cheltenham

4
1

4
6

2

3
2
10

2
6
300

Presbytery of the South
FLORIDA
Ft. Lauderdale, OPC-John E. Evers, 833 Fairway Drive
Hialeah, Sharon-Calvin A. Duff, 1490 N.W. 44th St., Miami
Maitland, OPC-J. Ellis Banks, R.D. No. 2, Box 41
GEORGIA
Valdosta, Westminster- J. A. Durrenberger, Ph.D., 206 Brookwood Place, Valdosta 10
Presbytery of Wisconsin
ILLINOIS
Evergreen Park, Westminster-James S. Nicol, 10120 S. Spaulding, Evergreen Park
Westchestcr, Westminster-Edward F. Klolcow, 1547 Boeger Ave., Westchester
IOWA
Waterloo, First-Harold Roskamp, 1917 Sunnyside Drive, Cedar Falls
WISCONSIN
Cedar Grove, Calvary-Ernst Wieberdink, Cedar Grove
Gresham, 0Zd Stockbridge-John Tousey, Jr., R. D. No. 1, Bowler
Oostburg, Bethel-Earl DeMaster, Oostburg
Total Ruling Elders
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MINISTERS OF T H E ORTHODOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Corrected to October 1, 1958
Abbreviations :
P.-Pastor
J.-Presbytery of New Jersey
P.1.-Pastor, Non-Orthodox Pres. Church
Y.-Presbytery of N.Y. and N.E.
F.M.-Foreign Missionary
0.-Presbytery of Ohio
Phi.-Presbytery of Philadelphia
H .M .-Homc Missionary
S.-Presbytery of the South
C.-Presbytery of California
W.-Presbytery of Wisconsin
D.-Presbytery of the Dakotas
(0)-Number of churches served
$Ahlfeldt, Carl A., P., C.-3517 N.E. 79th Avenue, Portland 13, Ore.
Albright, H. Wilson, C.-529 Manhattan Beach Blvd., Manhattan Beach, Calif.
Anderson, Robert W., P., Y
.
?
7n.
Andrews, Egbert W., F.M., Phi.-P. 0. Box 53, Taipei, Formosa
Atwell, Robert L., P., Phi.-2450 Norwood Avenue, Roslyn, Pa.
-Bachman, Lester R., P., Phi.-Kirkwood, Pa.
0-Balcom, Curtis A., Ret., D.-1125 18th St., Apt. No. 3, San Francisco, Calif.
Betzold, John W., Chaplain, Phi.-238 S. Van Dien, Ridgewood, N. J.
Bird, Herbert S., F.M., D.-American Evangelical Mission, Senafe, Eritrea, E. Africa
a o m e r , William J., P., D.-3221 N. 39th Terrace, Oklahoma City, Okla.
Bordeaux, William Harllee, Th.D., Stated Supply, J.-305 Levinsohn Place,
Englewood, N. J.
Breisch, Francis D., Jr., Tea., W . 4 0 2 W . Patterson, Kalamazoo, Mich.
-Brown, Lionel, F. S., P., C.-Volga, S. Dak.
Busch, Calvin A., P., J.-38 Macculloch Ave., Morristown, N. J.
-Calderwood, David, D.D., P., C.-1860 W. 95th St., Los Angeles 47, Calif.
Chanoux, Leonard, P., J.-R.D. No. 3, Elmer, N. J.
Christian, George S., J.-10 Tulley Place, Pompton Plains, N. J.
Churchill, Robert K., P., W.-Cedar Grove, Wis.
Clelland, John P., P., S.-1300 McRee Drive, Valdosta, Ga.
Clough, Ralph E., P., J.-137 W. Commerce Street, Bridgeton, N. J.
Clowney, Edmund P., Prof., J.-520 Grant Avenue, Willow Grove, Pa.
Coie, Bruce A., P., W.-9544 S . St., Louis Ave., Evergreen Park, 111.
Coie, Glenn R., P., S . 4 9 9 West 69th Place, Hialeah, Fla.
Commeret, Raymond E., P., J.-564 Fair Lawn Parkway, Fair Lawn, N. J.
Conn, Harvie M.. H.M., J.-14 Oxford Avenuc, Stratfotd, N. J.
Cooper, Thomas M., Phi.-908 E. Hampton St., Tucson, Ariz.
Coray, Henry W., H.M., C.-162 Laurel Avenue, Menlo Park, Calif.
Cummings, Calvin Knox, P., 0.-1610 Graham Blvd., Pittsburgh 35, Pa.
Davies, John, P., J.-308 E. Hand Ave., Wildwood, N. J.
DeVelde, Everett C., P., J.-1029 Landis Ave., Vineland, N. J.
+DeWaard, John J., P., Y.-967 Highland Ave., Rochester 20, N.Y.
Dorman, Harold, P., Y.-Cornville, R. D. Skowhegan, Maine
Dortzbach, Elmer M., P., D.-2878 Ash St., Denver 7, Colo.
..Duff, CIarence W., F.M., Phi.-American Evangelical Mission, Ghinda, Eritrea,
East Africa
DuMont, Herbert V. G., Jr., P., Y.-38 Lowell St., South Portland, Maine
Dunn, Leslie A., P., J.-551 Summit Ave., Westfield, N. J.
Eckardt, Robert W., P., Phi.-2lO W. 27th St., Wilmington 2, Delaware
&diger, Abe W., P., D.-Bridgewater, S . Dak.
Edwards, Albert G., 111, P., J.-11 Park Drive, Bellniawr, N. J.
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Elliott, Edwards E., P., C.-9826 Luders Avenue, Garden Grove, Calif.
Ellis, Charles H., P., Phi.-120 Normandy Drive, Silver Spring, Md.
Evans, F. Clarke, P., Phi.-202 N. Broad St., Middletown, Del.
Eyres, Lawrence R., P., C.-500 E. San Antonio Dr., Long Beach 7, Calif.
Fikkert, Henry H., P., Phi.-127 Plymouth Avenue, Oreland, Pa.
-Freeman, David, Ph.D., I?., Phi.-720 Carpenter Lane, Philadelphia 19, Pa.
Froehlich, Arthur A., P., S.-P. 0. Box 775, Maitland, Fla.
Gaffin, Richard B., F.M., W.-2338 Old Welsh Rd., Willow Grove, Pa.
Galbraith, John P., Gen. Sec., Phi.-Res. : 2723 Jenkintown Rd., Ardsley, Pa.
Off.: 727 SchafT Bldg., 1505 Race St., Philadelphia 2, Pa.
.Georgian, Theodore J., P., Y.-243 Malden St., Rochester 15, N.Y.
Goddard, Burton L., Th.D., Prof., Y.-Box E, Beverly Farms, Mass.
Graham, Robert H., P., Phi.-37 Race Street, Middletown, Pa.
Gray, Richard W., P.I., J.-407 N. Easton Road, Willow Grove, Pa.
Grotenhuis, Lewis J., P.I., J.-Belvidere Road, R. D. No. 2, Phillipsburg, N. J.
Haney, George E., Jr., P., W.-803 Forest Ave., Waterloo, Iowa
Hard, Theoclore, F.M., J.-Box 184, Pusan, Korea
Hills, John C., Jr., P., Y.-882 Garfield St., Franklin Square, N. Y.
Hohri, Takuo, 1).-1054 E. Market St., Long Beach 5, Calif.
*Hunt, Bruce F., F.M., C.-Box 184, Pusan, Korea
AJohnston, John D., F.M., Phi.-3 Shih Chieh St., Hsin Chu, Formosa
Johnston, Robley J., Gen. Sec., Phi.-Res.: 115 Spring Ridge Rd., King of Prussia, Pa.
Office: 627 Schaff Bldg., 1505 Race St., Phila. 2, Pa.
Kellogg, Edward L., P., C.-3056 Windy Lane, National City, Calif.
Mine, Meredith G., Ph.D., Prof., J.-1465 North Hills Avenue, Willow Grove, Pa.
Knowles, Louis E., Tea., C.-1365 St. Louis Avenue, Long Beach 4, Calif.
Knudsen, Robert,.)I Ph.D., Prof., D.-1341 Osbourne Ave., Roslyn, Pa.
Kuschlte, Arthur W.,' Ji.! Lib., Phi.-522 Kingston Road, Oreland, Pa.
- L a d , Gerald G., Th.D., P., C.-1812 S.E. 33rd Avenue, Portland 14, Ore.
bewis, Richard M., P., C.-Apt. 3, 1732 Hearst Avenue, Berkeley 3, Calif.
Lovik, Paul M., P., C.-1911 Rogers St., Long Beach 5, Calif.
Lucas, Robert M., Tea., S.-Apt. 1, 511 S.W. 18th Ave., Ft. Lauderdale, Fla.
Mahaffy, Francis E., F.M., Phi.-American Evangelical Mission, Senafe, Eritrea,
East Africa
Male, W. Benson, Tea., D.-1060 Gaylord St., Denver 5, Colo.
rManross, Lawrence N., Ph.D., W.-2315 Oracle Road, Tucson, Ariz.
Marsden, Robert S., Excc. SCC.,Phi.-460 N. Union St., Middletown, Pa.
Marston, George W., Field Rep., W.-3902 Rose Avenue, Western Springs, Ill.
McDowell, William H., P., Phi.-1020 S. 47th St., Philadelphia 43, Pa.
McIlwaine, R. Heber, F.M., Phi.-79 Nii Machi, Watarj, Miyagi, Ken, Japan
Meilahn, Kenneth J., Tea., Phi.-319 N. Union St., Middletown, Pa.
Meiners, Raymond M., P., Y.-1230 Rugby Road, Schenectady 8, N. Y.
Moore, James E., P,, C.-2146 Norwalk Ave., Los Angeles 41, Calif. (2)
-Murray, John, Prof., Y.-Westminster Theological Seminary, Philadelphia 18, Pa.
Nicholas, Robert E., H.M., C.-1601 Indiana Avenue, Whjttier, Calif.
-Nilson, V. Robert, P., D.-Carson, N. Dak. ( 3 )
Nuermberger, Robert M., W.-23 Dorwoocl Dr., Loudonville, N. Y.
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Oliver, C. Herbert, P., Y.-108 Main St., Houlton, Maine
Oliver, LeRoy B., Assoc. Sec., J.-Res.: 1074 Wynnewood Ave., Abington, Pa.
Office: 727 Schaff Bldg., 1505 Race St., Phila. 2, Pa.
Olson, Arthur O., P., C.-112 N. Rosconimon Ave., Los Angeles 22, Calif.
Petersen, Herman T., C.-1410 E. 17th St., National City, Calif.
Peterson, Jack J., l?., (2-730 VE7ooclla~~11
Ave., Chula Vista, Calif.
Piper, Russell D., P., D.-3935 Randolph St., Lincoln 10, Nebr.
Phillips, Henry D., P., W.-11. D. No. 1, Gresham, Wisconsin
Poundstone, Dwight H., P., C.-12132 S. Luitweiler Ave., Whittier, Calif.
-Rankin, John C., Ret., Y.-Worcester, N. Y.
Rankin, William J., P., Phi.-1 301 Foulkrod St., Philadelphia 24, Pa.
Reitsma, Carl J., P., 1.-1300 Newton Ave., West Collingswood, N. J.
Rockey, Wendell L., Jr., P., 0.-311 State St., Grove City, Pa.
Rosltamy, Cromwell G., P., 0.-Harrisville, Pa. (2)
-Rushdoony, R. J., P., C.-325 13crl;cley M7q7, Santa Cruz, Calif.
Sander, Robert D., P., D.-Bancroft, S. Dak.(3)
Schauffele, Charles G., Prof., Y.-Box E, Beverly Farms, Mas.
Schowalter, Delbert E., C.-3602 Lemon Ave., Long Beach 7, Calif.
S h a f e r , Roger, P.I., Y.-North Collins, N. Y.
Ghaw, J. Lyle, Ph.D., Rct., 0.-Pine Rest, Grand Rapids 8, Mich.
Skilton, John H., Prof., Y.-930 W. Olney Avenue, Philadelphia 41, Pa.
Sloat, Lcslie W., Phi.-P. 0. Bos 101, Mount Holly, N.J.
Sloyer, G. Travers, P., Phi.-1 18 Campbell Ave., Havertown, Pa.
Snyder, Dale N., Y.-Joseph Israelsplein 17, Thc Hague, The Netherlands
Solis, Salvador M., P., C.-380 Kcnsington 147a~7,San Francisco 16, Calif.
Spooner, Arthur B., F.M., J.-Box 184, Pusan, Korea
Stanton, Charles E., H.M., Y.-17 Webster St., Lewiston, Mc.
Stanton, Donald F., P., D.-Hamill, S. Dak.
-Stonehouse, Ned B., Th.l>., Prof., Phi.-333 Cherry Lane, Glenside, Pa.
Tavares, Henry P., P., S.-809 N.E. 15th Ave., Ft. Lauderdale, Fla.
Taws, Donald H., F.M., Phi.-American Evangelical Mission, Ghinda, Eritrea, E. Africa
Thoburn, Robert L., P., Phi.-l51 W. County Line Rd., Hatbcro, Pa.
-Tucker, Kelly G., P., Y.-2006 Central Avenue, Albany 5, N. Y.
Xlonioto, George Y., F.M., C.-116 Otachiba Machi, Sendai, Japan
Urban, Edwin C., H.M., W.-315 E. Union St., Wheaton, Ill.
Vail, Laurence N., H.M., D.-9161 Vine St., Thornton, Denver 16, Colo.
van Houtc, Daniel, Ph.D., Tea., J.-Ripon, Calif.
-Van Til, Cornelius, Ph.D., Prof., Phi.-16 Rich Avenue, Philadelphia 18, Pa.
qerhage, John, P., W.-Oostburg, Wis.
Vining, Robert L., P., Phi.-Nottingham, Pa.
Voorhees, Reginald, P., D.-1925 S. 49th Street, Omaha 6, Nebraska
Wade, E. Lynne, F.M., C.-c/o “Challenge to Faith”, P. 0. Box 1489, Agana, Guam, M.I.
-Weeber, George G., Phi.-518 Wealthy St., S.E., Grand Rapids 3, Mich.
Welmers, William E., Ph.D., Prof., Y.-55 Elizabeth St., Hartford 5, Conn.
-Williamson, G. I., P., Y.-190 Cherry St., Fall River, Mass.
Willis, George J., P., Phi.-3552 Elmley Avenue, Baltimore 13, Maryland
Woolley, Paul, Prof., Phi.-505 E. Willow Grove Ave., Phila., 18, Pa.
Wybenga, Edward, P., C.-142 Hawthorne Avenue, Bend, Oregon
Young, Edward J., Ph.D., Prof., Phi.-1 444 Fitzwatertown Rd., Willow Grove, Pa.
Young, William, Ph.D., 0.-115-39 123rd St., So. Ozone Pk., N. Y., N. 1’.
Zorn, Raymond O., P.I., Phi.-Fawn Grovc, Pa.

-
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MODERATORS OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY
ASSEMBLY YEAR
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th
8th
9th
10th
I lth

12th
13th
14th
15th
16th
17th
1Sth
19th
20th
21st
22nd
23rd
24th
25th

PLACE OF ASSEMBLY
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CLERKS OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY
ASSEMBLY

STATEDCLERKS

1st

Paul Woolley

2nd

Leslie W. Sloat

3rd

Leslie W. Sloat

4th

John H. Skilton

5th

Leslie' W. Sloat

6th

Leslie W. Sloat:

7th

John P. Galbraith

8th

Paul Woolley

9th

Robert E. Nicholas

ASSISTANTCLEHKS

Edward L. Kellogg

10th

Leslie W. Sloat

1lth

Edward Heerema

12th

Eugene Bradford

13th

Eugene Bradford

14th

H. Wilson Albright

Robert L. Vining

15th

Robert W. Eckardt

Raymond M. Meiners

16th

Robert W. Eckardt

Edwards E. Elliott

17th

Robert L. Vining

LeRoy B. Oliver

18th

Robert L. Vining

Ralph E. Clough

19th

Henry D. Phillips

20th

Raymond iM.Meiners

F. Kingsley Elder, Ph.U.

21st

Raymond M. Meiners

Elmer M. Dortzbach

22nd

Robert S. Marsden

LeRoy B. Olivei

23rd

Robert S. Marsden

LeRoy B. Oliver

24th

Robert S. Marsden

Raymond 0. Zorn

25th

LeRoy B. Oliver

Henry D. Phillips

-

-

LeRoy B. Oliver
Charles M. Ellis
Arthur W. Kuschke, Jr.

Theodore J. Georgian
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INDEX

I

I

I

Arrangements, fur 26th Assembly, Committee on
Appointed, 112
Instructed, 102
Assistant Clerk
Communication from, 101
Election, 4
Honorarium, 4
Assistant Clerks of previous General Assemblies, listed, 146
Bible Presbyterian Church (Columbus Synod)
Fraternal Delegate from, addresses Assembly, 89
Seated, 88
Fraternal Delegate to, appointed bv Committee on Correspondence, 110
Budget of General Assembly, 114
Christian Education, Committee on
Elections, 52
Membership, 138
Report, 44ff.
Report on Church Paper from, 111
Instructed in re Church Paper, 111
Christian Reformed Church
Action in re delegates from, 109
Committee to Confer with representatives of, report, 109
Fraternal Delegate from, addresses Assembly, 98
Seated, 23
Fraternal Delegate to, appointed by Committee on Correspondence, 1 10
Church Paper, reports on, 110f.
Action in re, 111
Clerks of Sessions, listed, 139
Commissioners, listed, 3f.
Committees, Special, 24th Assembly
See Confer with the Christian Reformed Church
Correspondence with Other Churches
Hymnal
Pensions
Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America, to Study the Constitution of
Revisions to Form of Government and Book of Discipline
Travel Fund
Committees, Special, 25th Assembly
Appointed, continued
Arrangements for 26th Assembly, appointed, 112
Confer with Representatives of Christian Reformed Church, continued, 109
Correspondence with Other Churches, continued, 110
Instructed, 1 10
Hymnal, continued, 100
Instructed, 100 ( bi s)
Pensions, continued, 98
Revisions, continued, 107
Study the Doctrines and Practices of the Yeniel Bible Conference
Elected, 106, 107
Erected, 103
Instructed, 103
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Travel Fund, appointed, 114
Listed, with membership, 137
Committees, Standing
See Christian Education
Foreign Missions
General Benevolence
Home Missions and Church Extension
Membership, 138
Committees, Temporary, 25 th Assembly, appointed
Consider Complaint No. 1, 8
Report, 58
Consider Complaint No. 2, 8
Report, 56
Consider Cornplaint No. 3, 23
Report, 103
Date and Place of 26th Assembly, 23
Overtures and Communications, 8
Presbyterial Records, 8
Communications, from
Presbytery of New York and New England, text, 5
Taiwan Mission, text, 5f.
Eureka Classis, Stated Clerk of, 6
Clarence W. Duff, 6 See also Reformed Ecumenical Synod
lnternational Council of Christian Churches, 7
Communications read, 23, 56, 101
Complaints
Listed, 7
No. 1 of Bernard R. Grunstra, et al., against the Presbytery of Philadelphia (iui re
directive to Redeemer Church, Philadelphia, text, 59ff.
committee to consider, appointed, 8
Disposition, 103
Paper and Communications relating to,
Majority Statement of Session of Redeemer Church, 64E.
Action of the Presbytery of Philadelphia, October 26, 1957, 67ff.
T h e Report of the committee to Answer the Complaint of Mr. Grunstra
et al., 68ff.
From Ministers and Members of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church ,Who
Are Adherents of the Peniel Bible Conference, 85f.
From the Peniel Bible Conference, 87f.
From Session of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church of the Covenant, Albany,
N.Y., 88
No. 2 of G. A. Nitshe, Jr., M.D., against the Presbytery of New Jersey (in re Session
of Calvary Church, Bridgeton), test, 56ff.
Committee to consider, appointed, 8
Disposition, 58
No. 3 of Robert L. Atwell, et ul., against the Presbytery of Philadelphia (in re dissolution, pastoral relationship of Redeemer Church-G. T. Sloyer),
text, 103ff
Answer of Presbytery of Philadelphia to, 104ff.
Committee to consider, appointed, 23
Disposition, 107
Confer with the Christian Reformed Church, Committee on
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Continued, 109
Report, 109
Correspondence with Other Churches, Committee on
Continued, 1 10
Instructed, 1 10
Report, 109f.
Date and Place of 26th Assembly, Committee on
Appointed. 23
Report, 101
Devotional services, 3, 55, 89, 99, 101
Diaconal Budget, recommendation concerning, adoptecl, 5 5
Docket, adopted, 7
Eureka Classis
Communication from, 6
Fraternal Delegate from, addesscs Assembly, 5 8
Seated, 23
Fraternal Delegate to, report, 23f.
First Orthodcx Protestant Reformed Church, action in re, 110
Foreign Missions, Committee on
Elections, 44
Membership, 138
Report, 24ff.
Report on Church Paper from, 1 1 1
Form of Government, See Revisions to Form of Government and Book of Discipliiic,
Committee on
Fraternal Delegates
Bible Presbyterian Church (Columbus Synod)
From, acldresses Assembly, 89
Seated, 88
To, appointed by Committee on Correspondence, 1 10
Christian Reformed Church
From, addresses Assembly, 98
Seated, 23
To, appointed by Committee on Correspondence, 110
Eureka Classis
From, addresses Assembly, 5 8
Seated, 23
To, report, 23f.
Gaffin, the Rev. Richard B., addresses Assembly, 43
General Benevolence, Committee on
Contributions urged to, 55
Elections, 107
Membership, 138
Reconimendation to, in re leper medicine
Report, 52ff.
Kequest of, re group insurancc, 98
Group Insurance, request concerning, 98
Home Missions and Church Extension, Committee on
Elections, 24
Membership, 138
Motion referred to, 23
Report, 8ff.
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Report on Church Paper from, 110f.
Hymnal, Committee on
Continued, 100
Instructed, 100(bis)
Overture concerning, 7, 100
Report, 99f.
lnternational Council of Christian Churches
Communication from, 7
Reply to, 112
Leper Colonies, recommendation concerning, 5 5
Masonic Orders, See Overtures
Ministers of the Church, listed, 142
Minutes, Approved, 1 15
Moderator, 24th Assembly, Sermon, 3
Moderator, 25th Assembly, election, 4
Moderators of previous General Assemblies, listed, 145
Overtures and Communications, Committee on
Appointed, 8
Report, 11If.
Overtures, Texts, 6f.
Actions on
No. 1, (Delegate to Ref. Ecumenical Synod), 112
No. 2, (Masonic Orders), 112
No. 3, (Study Committee on Holy Spirit), 112
No. 4, (Hymnal), 107
No. 5, (Presbytery of South), 112
No. 6, (Presbytery of South), 112
Peniel Bible Conference, See Complaint No. 1
Pensions, Committee on
Continued, 98
Membership, 137
Recommendations of, adopted, 98
Report, 89
Presbyterial Records, Committee on
Appointed, 8
Report, 113
Presbyterian Ministers Fund, representative of, 97
Presbyteries
California
Minutes Approved, 1 13
Roll of Commissioners, 3
Dakotas
Overtures from, see Overtures No. 1 and No. 4
Minutes Approved, 1 13
Roll of Commissioners, 3
New Jersey
Complaint against, See Complaints
Overture from, see Overtures No. 1 and No. 5
Minutes Approved, 1 13
Roll of Commissioners, 3
New York and New England
Communication from, 3
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Action in re, 112
Overtures from, See Overtures No. 2 and No. 3
Minutes Approved, 1 13
Roll of Commissioners, 3
Ohio
Overture from, See Overture No. 1
Minutes Approved, 1 13
Roll of Commissioners, 3
Philadelphia
Complaints against, See Complaints
Overtures from, see Overtures, No. 1 and No. 6
Minutes Approved, 113
Roll of Commissioners, 3
South
Convener appointed, 112
Overtures in re, see Overtures, No. 5 and No. 6
Established, 112
Wisconsin
Minutes Approved, 113
Roll of Commissioners, 3f.
Protests
Against action on Complaint Nu. 1, 107f.
Against action on Complaint No. 3, 107
in re Excuses for commissioners, 114
Recess, times set, 4
Reformed Church in the U.S., see Eureka Classis
Reformed Ecumenical Synod
Communication concerning delegate to, 6
Overture concerning delegate to, see Overture, No. 1
Action concerning, 112
Reformed Presbyterian Churc?i of North America, Committee to Study the Constitution
of, Membcrship, 137
Revisions to the Form of Government a i d Book of Disciplinc, Committee on
Continued, 107
Membership, 137
Report, 107
Roll of Assembly, 3f.
Standing Committees, Membership, 138
Reports of Christian Education, 44ff.
Foreign Missions, 24ff.
General Benevolence, 52ff.
Home Missions and Church Extension, 8ff.
Standing Rules, Amendment to
Adopted, 4
Proposed to 26th Assembly, 91, 98
Stated Clerk, 24th Assembly, report, 4
Stated Clerk, 25th Assembly, elected, 4
Stated Clerks of previous General Assemblies, listed, 146
Statistical Report, 118ff.
Study the Doctrines and Practices of the Peniel Bible Conference, Committee to
Elected, 106, 107
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Erected, 103
Instructed, 103
Thanks, Resolution of, 114
T h e Aged and Infirm Ministers’, Ministers’ Widows’ and Orphans’ Fund, recommendation
on, adopted, 98
Travel Fund, Committee on
25th Assembly, reports, 8, 89, 113
26th Assembly
Appointed, 114
Erected, 114
Membership, 137
Twenty-sixth Assembly
Committee on Arrangements for, 112
Committee on Travel Fund for, 114
Date, 112, 115
Docket, instruction concerning, 114
Place, 102, 115
World Home Bible League
Liaison Representative and Alternate appointed, 113
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