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MENUT’EE O F THlE
TWGNTY-FOUlRTH GENGRAL ASSlEMBLY
of

THE ORTHODOX RRESIBYTERIAN C H U R C H
NEW JERSEY
MEETING AT WESTCOLLINGSWOOD,
July 17 - 20, 1957
WlGDINlBS~DAYEVENihNG, JULY 17
The Rev. Edward J. Young, Ph.D., Moderator of the Twenty-third General Assembly,
opened the Communion Service preceding the Twenty-fourth General Assembly at 8:00
o’clock, July 17, 1957, at the Immanuel Church, West Collingswood, New Jersey. Dr.
Young delivered a sermon on the sdbject “The Troubler of Israel,” using as his text I
Kings 18:17-18.Following h e sermon, rhe Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was administered by Dr. Young, assisted by the Rev. Messrs. Glenn R. Coie and C. Hepbert Oliver,
and by ruling elders L. H. Barker, Allbert Eisentrager, Charles Johnston, L. H. Craig,
Wilfred Gesch, Sr., and Willfred Moses.
THU ASD AY MORNIING
The Twenty-fourth General Assembly was called to order at 8:35 o’clock and was
constituted with prayer ,by Dr. Young, foldowing a devotional service at 8:lO o’clock led
by the Rev. James E. Moore.
The roll of commissioners follows:
Presbytery of California

Ministers: Lionel F. S. Brown, Glenn R. Coie, Henry W. Coray, Bruce F. Hunt,
Edlward L. Kellogg, James E. Moore, Robert E. Nicholas, Jack J. Peterson,
Dwight H. Poundstone.
!Ruling Elder: L. H. Barker.
Presbytery of the Dakotas

IMinisters: Helrbert S. Bird, Elmer M. Dortzbach, Henry P. Tavares, Lawrence N.
Vail.
Presbytery of N e w Jorsey

(Ministers: William Harllee Bordeaux, Th.D., Calvin A. Busch, Ralph E. Cloug‘h,
Edemund P. Clowney, Raymond E. Commeret, Harvie M. Conn, John Davies,
Everett C. De Velde, Leslie A. Dunn, Allbert G. Edwards, Theodore J. Georgian,
Richard W. Gray, Lewis J. Grotenhuis, Rdbert M. Lucas, LeRoy B. Oliver,
Carl J. Reitsma, Raymond 0. Zorn.
Ruling Elders: F. E. Caspar, Ra‘bent M. Garrison, Russell S . Lodge, altemt;s, Henry
L. Grimold, Joseph D. MacClain, Wilfred R. (Moses, Edward M. Shindle, James
N. Stryker, Elden Trumbull, Floyd C. Graf, alternate, R. P. Width.
Presbytery of N e w York and N e w England

Ministers: Rdbert W. Anderson, John J. de Waard, John C. Hills, Raymond M.
Meiners, John Murray, C. Hedbert Oliver, Charles G. Schauffele, John H.
Skilton, Dale N. Snyder, G. I. Williamson,
Presbytery of Ohio

Ministers: Calvin K. Cummings, Wendell L. Rockey, Crbmwell G. Roskanip,
William Young, Th.D.
Ruling Elders: John Craig, A. F. Nagle.
Presbytery of Philadelphia

Ministers: Robert L. Atwell, Lester R. Bachman, John P. Clelland, Robert W. Eckardt,
Charles H. Ellis, F. Olarke Evans, Henry H. Fikkert, David Freeman, Th.D.,
John I?. Galbraith, Robert H. Graham, Robley J. Johnston, Arthur W. Kuschke,
Jr., Robert S. Marsden, William McDowell, Leslie W. Sloat, G. Travers Sloyer,
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Ned B. Stonehouse, Th.tD., Rdbert L. TLhdburn, Rdbert L. Vining, George J.
Willis, Paul Woolley, Edward J. Young, PhJD.
Ruling Elders: Glenn T. Black, Leonard G. Brown, Albert Eisentrager, Harvey D.
Faram, F. Kingsley Elder, Ph.D., alternate, Cyrus B. Ferguson, Harry Richard
Hendery, Richard C. ZeLley, alternate, Charles F. Johnston, Klaudius Kuiper,
alternate, Richard Kreiner, Walter T. Oliver.
Presbytery of Wisconsin
Ministers: Lawrence R. Eyres, George W. Marston, John Verhage.
Ruling Elders: Wilfred Gesch, Sr., Harold Roskamp.
Total Commissioners: Ministers, 69; Ruling Elders, 23.
O n motion the Rev. C. van der Woude, fraternal delegate from the Gereformeerde
Kerken in Nederland, was seated as a corresponding memtber.
T h e report of the Stated Clerk was presented as follows:
T h e IMinutes af the Twenty-third General Assembly were transmitted to the
Committee on Home Missions and Church Extension for publication, late in
August, 1956. They were pulblished and distrilbuted early in the Fall. No typographical errors have been brought to the attention of the Clerk.
I n response to a request l f r m a committee of the Synod of the Christian Reformed lahurch, Professor Martin J. Wyngaarden, Chairman, desiring an immediate preliminary opinion concerning whether the Orthodox Presbyterian Church
might (beinterested i n joining with other conservative churches in sponsoring or
facillitating the early production OF a faithful translation of the Scripture in the
common language of the American people, a reply was made rhat it was the
personal opinion of the Stated )Clerk that the Qrthodox Presbyterian Church
would ,be interested in joining in such a project.
I n response to a request from Professor Clifford M. Drury of San Francisco
Theological Seminary for a briaf outline of the history of the Orthodox Presbyterian IChurch to be used as a basis for inclusion of an account of our Church in
in rhe volume, “Four Hundred Years of World Predbyterianism,” a history, about
400 words in length, was prepared and sent to Dr, IDrury.
Invitations to send delegates to this General Assemlbly were sent to the Reformed (Churches in New Zealand, to the Gerdormeerde Kerken in Nederland,
and.to the [Christian Reifomed Church. Reply from the latter bwo indicated that
they would be represented by the (Rev. C . van der Woude and by the Rev. Jacob
Smith, respectively.
An invitation was received from the Reformed Churches i n New Zealand to
send a representative to their Synod i n Hamilton on June 5th, 1957. I n reply, the
regret af our church ‘for our inability to send a representative w a s expressed.
An invitation was received from the Gereformeerde Kerken i n Nederland to
send a delegate to their General Synod which will meet at Assen on August 27th,
1957. No reply to this invitation has yet been sent, since this #General Assembly
may possibly want to take action on this matter.
”he Rev. J. F. 5H. vandezrBom of the Raformed Churches in Australia and
representing also the Reformed Churches in New Zealand was in this country
recently. Late in June Westminster Theolagical Seminary supplied entertainment
tor him, and the Clerk also shared in the entertainment i n the name of the
Assembly.
T h e Jaallboek oif the Gereformeerde Kerken in Ncderland, the Bijlagen of
the Acta van de Generale Synode of that Church, held at Leeuwarden during
1955 and 1956, and the Acta of the Buitengewonde Generale Synode of Utrecht,
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1954 and of the Generalle iSynode of Leeuwarden 1955 and 1956 *werelikewise
received.
Since the securing of a most efficient assistant clcrk is essential to the proper
handling of lbusiness during general asscmlblies, and since the confining lajbor required o$ su& an assistant clcrk is beyond that which is expected 0;f other members of an assemlbly, it is recommended that rhe Assistant Clerk of each Assembly
)begranted reniuneration in the amount of twenty-five dollars.
Signed: Rdbert S . Marsden
O n motion the recommendation was adopted with the amendment that rhe Moderator
appoint a committee of one to propose an amendament to the Standing Rules to that effect.
Mr. Marsden was nominated for the office of Stated Clerk.
Mr. Marsden was declared elected.
T h e Rev. Messrs. L. Oliver, Kellogg, R. Johnston and H u n t were nominated for the
office d Moderator.
A ballot was cast and Mr. H u n t was elected and was escorted to the chair where appropriate greetings were given him by Dr. Young.
Mr. Reitsma reported informally for the Committee on Arrangements. Pages were
furnished, for the expediting of the work of the Assembly, by the host church.
T h e Rev. ih4essrs. Tavares, Peterson, Zorn, and L. Oliver were nominated for the office
of Assistant Clerk. ,Mr. Zorn was elected on the second ballot.
O n amended motion, the times of convening, recess, and reconvening were set as
follows:
Daily - Convene at 8:30 a.m. (except Monday at 9:20 a.m.) following a twenty
minute devotional service.
Thursday & Monday - recess at 11:45 a.m.; reconvene at 1: 15 p.m.; recess 3:30-3:45
p.m.; recess at 5:45 pm.; reconvene at 7:15 Pam.; recess at 1O:OO p.m.
Friday - recess at 11:45 a.m.; reconvene a,t 1 : 15 p.m.; recess 3: 15-3: 30 p.m.; recess
at 6:OO p.m.; Popular service of Committee on Foreign Missions 7:30 p.m.
Saturday - recess at 12:30 p.m.
T h e following overtures and request were presented:
Overture No. 1 - From the Presbytery of Wisconsin
T o direct the Presbvteries to remind the various Sessiws of the past actions of general
assemblies i n regard to the Masonic Order and other similar organizations and to enquire oi each Session as to what action is being ta1:en to expedite these decisions.
Overture No. 2 - From the Predbptery of the Dakotas
T h a t in the future general assemlblies 'be held biennially.
Overture No. 3 - From the Presbytery of Ohio
Thalt the Committees on Home Missions and Church Extension, Foreign Missions, and
Christian Education take under advisement the publication of a church magazine or
paper and rcport to the TwentyJGfth General Assembly.
Overture No. 4 - From the Presbytery of California
To set up a committee to study the matter oh screening candidates for the ministry,
by use of aptitude tests, psychological examination, etc., 'before such candidates enter
theological seminary.
Overture No. 5 - From the Presbytery of Calilfornia
T o print a directory oif Sunday school superintendents in the Minutes of the Assembly.
Overture No. 6 - From the Presbytery of New Jersey
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To appoint a spccial committee to seek to engage in discussions with the Bible Presbyterian Church (colludbus Synod) with respect to the relation {between the two
communions, and while these discussions are being conducted to suggest to presbyteries
possible areas of cooperation during the coming year,
Request from the Presbytery of Philadelphia
According to The Form of Government, Chap. XV, sec. 16, and Chap. XIV, sec. 7,
the Presibytery of Philadelphia refers the following matter to the General Assem;bly
for advice: Whereas rhe Presbytery views the Rev. Arthur A. Froehlich of Maitland,
Florida, as a duly ordained minister, and considers the action of St. John’s Presbytery
i n deposing him from the ministry as invalid; and whereas Mr. Froehlich has sought
reception as a minister in our Presbytery, and the Presbytery has approved his exnmination in theology, but has found b e is not qualified in Hebrew and Greek;
Therefore, finding him to be exceptionally qualified, as an experienced pastor and
contender for the faith, we propose that exception be a b v e d to his lack of the requirements in Hebrew and Greek.
Communications were read with greetings from the Eritrea Mission and the Japan
Mission signed by the Rev. Francis MahafFy and the Rev. George Y. Uomoto respectively.
A communication from the Rev. Lawrence N. Manross, Ph.D., expressing his regret at his
inahility to attend the General Assembly was also read.
O n motion the docket was adopted.
Mr. Reitsma reported for the Committee on Arrangements regarding meals for the
Assemibly.
Mr. Eckardt reported as follows for the Committee on Travel Fund:
Your Committee reports that it was unable to carry out all the instructions
given to it ‘by rhe Twenty-third General Assembly. Among other activities, the
Committee was instructed “to inform the churches of the atmount needed per
communicant member to meet this expense and to learn from them if it would be
their intention to contribute the necessary funds, and to inform the potential
commissioners not later than ten weeks before the Twenty-fourth Assembly of the
funds that would probably be available for their expenses.” However, ten weeks
prior to the convening of this present Assemibly the Committee had received replies, in the form of contr2butions or statements of intention (total amount:
$1,013.05), from only 22 churches. T h e Committee fclt tihat it was unable, on
the !basis of this response, to make any estimate regarding the funds that would
finally be available.
‘Moreover, on July lst, atbout bwo weeks prior to the convening of the Assembly, responses had been received from only about 34 churches, or
of the
total number of congregations or 65% of the number of congregations which
finally responded last year. Therefore, even at that late date, information was not
on hand as to the funds which would finally be available in the Travel Fund.
T h e Committee makes the follow recommendations regarding disbursing the
Travel Fund:
1. Commissioners shall receive travel compensation upon presentation of
mileage vouchers, mileage bcing computed according to Rand-McNally United
States Mileage Chart.
2. Absentees from any session of Assenilbly shall tbe eligjble for travel compensation only by specific action of the Assembly authorizing such compensation.
3. All vouchers must be presented by Friday noon recess.
On motion the recommendations were adopted.
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5Mr. Vining, President of the Committee on Foreign Missions, read the report of the
Committee as follows:
REPORT OF T H E COMMITTEE ON FOR.EIGN MISSIONS
T h e foreign missionary roll of our church is as follows:
Eritrea
T h e Rev. and VMrs. Herbert S . Bird
The Rev. and Mrs. Clarence W. Duff
The Rev. and Mrs. Francis E. Mahaffy
Formosa
The Rev. and Mrs. Egbert W. Andrews
The Rev. and Mrs. Richard B. Gaffin
The Rev. (and Mrs.) John D. Johnston
Japan
The Rev. (and Mrs.) R. Heber McIlwainc
The Rev. and Mrs. George Y. Uomoto
Korea
The Rcv. and 8Mrs. Theodore Hard
The Rev. and Mrs. Bruce F. H u n t
The Rev. (and Mrs.) Arthur B. Spooner
Those whose names are in parentheses have not been appointed by the Committee.
Miss Dorothy M. Diedrich, R. N., who had been appointed to medical work in Eritrea,
was married during the year to a candidate for foreign missionary service. Although the
Committee hopes to be able to send them to a foreign field it does not expect to send them
to the field to which .Miss Diedrich had been appointed, and therefore her appointment has
been withdrawn.
T h e Rev. Egbert W. Andrews returned to Formosa in September, 1956, after regular
furlough. I n February he was married to Miss Elizdbcth Heerema, whom the Committee
had previously appointed. They are living in Taipei, where Mr. Andrews’ work is centered.
T h e Committee is happy to have Mrs. Andrews, a former missionary of the Christian
Reformcd Church, in the service of our church.
T h e Rev. Clarence W. Duff returned to Eritrea in April, 1957, after regular furlough.
NIrs. Duff will return to Eritrea during the summer.
Regular furloughs will bring home three families during this year: the Birds from
Eritrea, the Uomotos from Japan, and the Hunts from Korea.

NEWMISSIONARIES
T h e committee reported to the 1956 General Assembly that it had called Licentiate
Arthur B. Spooncr for service in Korea. H e was subsequently ordained by the Presbytery of
New Jersey, and placed on salary by the Committee in September. He and his family were
sent out later in the fall and arrived in Korea on November 3, 1956. Mr. Spooner has since
been engaged primarily in language study.
Lest the Church be discouraged by our constant need for additional funds, the Committee would remind the Church that we have made notable additions to the number of
our missionaries. In the last six years alone we have been enabled to send five families and
hlrs. Andrews to the field. W e rejoice that God has placed it upon the hearts of His
people to provide for these advances and it is our hope that the next six years will show
even more progress toward our goal of filling the earth with the knowledge of the Lord.
Several candidates have filed, or are in the process of filing, applications for foreign
missionary service. Otf these, two couples have been examined by the Committee, and their
examinations were approved. A tentative decision has been made to send one of these
couples to Korea and the other to Eritrea when we are able to do so. One of these couples
could go to the field immediately if we were able to send them, and the other will be ready
for service in May, 1958.

F
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EIUTREA
T h e Birds and MahafFys are stationed at Sena&e, and the Duffs at Ghinda. During
the absence of the Duffs on furlough beginning in April, 1956, the Birds moved to Ghinda
in August and remained there through most of December. Mr. MahafEy made occasional
trips to arcas on the Red Sea coast including Iralfalo.
Evange2is:ic Work. T h e evangelstic work of the Mission followed much the same pattern
as in ptevious years, consisting of regular gospel preaching in the native vernaculars at
Ghinda, Senafe and Adi Caieh, as well as occasionally in Irafalo and surrounding areas on
the Red Sea coast. Weekly meetings were also resumed this year in Mai Ugli, a small
village south of Senafe, where ecclesiastical opposition had forced their discontinuance several years ago. T h e population of the areas whcre the Mission is at work is, religiously,
divided among the Ethiopic (Monophysite) Church and Islam. Both of these groups have
been historically very resistant to the evangelical faith, and missionary societies which have
been working among them for many years have had no marked success in building churches
made up of converts from them. This phenomenon is to be explained partly by dogmatic,
but perhaps even more so by sociological, considerations. W e would once more apprise the
Church of the fact that, humanly speaking, the Orthodox Presbyterian Church cannot
expect any easy victories in this field, and that more fervent prayer and more selfless dedication both on the part of the missionaries and the churches at home may well be the price
of the visible results for which we mutualgy hope.
Literary Work. During the past year the following items have been produced in the
native languages:
1. Amharic: “Let God be True” - polemical booklet
2. Saho: “The Story of Abraham” - a Bible story
“Fasting” and “Prayer” - doctrinal studies
“Bible Lessons 1-32” - instructional materials
3. Tigrinya : “Zaccheus” - an evangelistic tract
T h e production of materials in Saho, in which a Romanized alphabet is used, was
greatly assisted by the purchase of a duplicating machine. Tigrinya and Amharic are written in the Ethiopic script, making the use of the duplicating machine impractical for publishing materials in those languages. Since the cost of printing tends to be high, it is the
consensus of the Mission that the literaiy work would benefit if a typewriter with Ethiopic
characters were to be obtained sometime in the future, thus making it possible to cut
stencils for brief tracts and Biable study materials.

Bible Teaching. I n addition to teaching of an informal character given by way of discussion with those who raise questions either at meetings or in the missionaries’ homes,
the following instruction has been offered regularly:
Tigrinya: A course in Acts, with handwritten outlines reproduced by hectograph, in
Senafe.
A reading of Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress, with -discussion. T h e first half
of this work is available in translation. This w a s used both at Senafe and
for the additional instruction of the evangelical families who live at Ghinda,
during the time of the Birds’ residence there,
Saho: Bible lessons, using the materials mentioned under “literature” above. Classes
in reading i n Saho were also conducted both in Senafe and Irafalo. For some
months Bible classes were also held in Adi Caieh.
. Medical Work. Since the early part of the year the work of the Mission in Ghinda
has been aided by the kindness of a n English evangelical group known as the “Red Sea
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Mission Team,” who have provided us with trained medical workers. Miss Marion Thomas
worked at the Ghinda clinic until October, when she departed for the Dankali coast, to
which her society had appointed her. Miss Joan Mason arrived before Miss Thomas’ departure, and is still at the Ghinda stntion. There is some doubt as to how long this arrangement can be continued, as the other group has its own need for these workers, but their
efforts so far have been of inestimable value Both in keeping the medical work going in
the absence of the Duffs, and offering additional and much appreciated services such as
midwifery to the people of the Ghinda area. T h e Committee has sought diligently for
candidates from our Church for this medical work. A nurse was once sent to Eritrea but
resigned, another was appointed but changed her plans, while still another went through
the entire nurses’ training course with a view to serving in Eritrea, but then withdrew her
application. T h e Mission and the Committee believe that there is a pressing need for
medical workers from our own Church to serve in Eritrea, doctor as well as nurses. As our
Eritrea missionaries have been home on furlough they, as well as the General Secretary,
have made this need known and presented the challenge of it to the churches.

FORMOSA
T h e Taiwan Mission i n 1956 continued to press towards the objective of raising a
corporate Reformed witness on Formosa. T h e year was one of transition: of sifting of
adherents, of emphasis on indoctrination, and of decentralization of witness.
T h e year was one of s?fting. Some of those who were with us have been tempted to
leave us. But we are confident that those who stand with us are increasingly aware of the
significance of their stand. As was true in the days of the apostles, our greatest strength
and only attraction is the distinctiveness and power of our message.
T h e year was one of further progress in indoctrination. T h e publication and dissemina tion of Reformed literature continued. Regular weekly classes in the Shorter Catechism
were held under the leadership of one of our members. Others of our members were encouraged to lead in our weekly Bible study; still others, in Sunday classes. Our missionaries
entered upon the training of the future leaders of the Church, in Bible School and
Seminary.
T h e year 1956 was also a year of decentralization. T h e relocation of two of our
ordained missionaries resulted in decentralization. T h e Orthodox Presbyterian Church now
has missionaries in three major towns in north and central Formosa. I t was decentralization
that resulted in the spread of the gospel in the days of the early Church. Our access to
unchurched areas gives us a similar opportunity today.

W o r k in Taipei. T h e work of the Reformed Fellowship was carried on by Mr.
Johnston at 110 Chin Hua Street for the first nine months of 1956. With the return of
Mr. Andrews from furlough in September and the Johnstons moving from the city in
October, Mr. Andrews again assumed missionary responsibility for this work. T h e evening
meetings were attended largely ‘by secondary school and college students. These students
had been contacted at Bible classes or at Tam Kang English Coljege. A number h a w come
regularly and appear to show a real interest in the Christian faith. Four adults confessed
thcir faith and were baptized at the beginning of the year and two at the end.
T h e Taipei work has consisted in neighborhood evangelism by house visitation, nieetings in homes and by Christian literature; in catechism classes with 12 to 15 attendants,
taught by different persons; in Sunday school with about 100 children (another Sunday
school has also been started in another part d town); in vacation Bible schools; and in
the teaching of Messrs. Jahnston and Andrews at Tam Kang English College where many
contacts and opportunities for personal witness were afforded.
In January the Committee purchased a house in Taipei for $5,544 to be used as a
residence for Mr. and Mrs. Andrews and as a meeting place. Since then the Reformed
Fellowship has held two morning services, one at the new location and one in the original
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area, both of which are unchurched. I t is a sourcc of encouragement that a numlber of the
members of the Fellowship are glad to participate in leading our meetings, e.g., preaching
occasionally at the morning and evening worship services, taking turns in leading the midweek Bible study, and teaching Sunday school classes. Mr. Andrcws has added to his other
duties the teaching of Old Testamcnt courses at the Taiwan Theological College, preaching
to rural church groups, Bible reading and conversation classes for high school students.
T h e translation of Edward J. Young’s self-study course on prophecy that was niade by
Mr. Andrews and a number of university students in 1948 began to appear serially in the
Reifocmation Translation Fellowship periodical, “The Reformed Faith”, at the end OS thc
year under review. This publication goes to Chinese in many parts of the world, as well as
behind the “Bamboo Curtain”.

I

Work in Hsin Chu Area. Mr. Johnston and family moved to Hsin C h u city on October 6, 1956. This city has a population of over 150,000 and is located some 50 miles
south of Taipei. I t is an important political, industrial, and educational center. T h e people
of Hsin C h u city are predominantly Formosan-speaking, although fully one third of the
population are Hakka and also speak that language. There are also many thousands of
Chinese from the mainland living there and they of course speak Mandarin, the National
language. I n the immediate neighborhood of the Johnston home there are hundreds of
families from the mainland, and work was immediately begun among these. A Sunday
school has opened with about 80 children attending. A Sunday evening service in the
Johnstons’ home has been attended by 20-30 persons, Many homes have been visited and
gospel literature has been distributed. There are but few Christians in this area and the
need for a church is imperative. (At the time of writing this report a preaching hall seating
about 100 people has been opened and services are held there twice a Sunday.)
Work in Hakka Towns and Villages: T h e main purpose of Mr. Johnston’s going to
Hsin C h u was to work among the Hakka people. I n the counties OE Hsin Chu, Mao Li,
and Tao Yuan, there are at least 700,000 Hakkas. They are not an aboriginal tribe or
mountain people as somc may think, but are from the Chinese mainland originally. Very
little missionary work has been done among them and consequently they live as their ancestors did, worshipping their false gods, and as slaves of superstition and fear. They are
the most neglected people spiritually in Formosa and there are only a few hundred professing Christians among them. There are some small Predbyterian Churches scattered
through the area, but they are pathetically weak and poorly served by a handful of poorly
equipped preachers.
iMr. Johnston has visited many of these Hakka towns from time to time and conducted
meetings. Me has conducted Bible classes in the towns of Yang Mei and H u Kou. T h e
Hakkas present a tremendous challenge at the. present time. They are provenbially hard to
reach with the gospel, for their old customs are exceedingly difficult to change. T h e
problem is how to evangelize them without adequately trained native workers, of whom
there are only a handful, and there is no immediate prospect of getting more. There is an
urgent call, therefore, for more missionaries to help i n the present emergency until more
native workers can be trained,-which will take years.
T h e Threat of Romanism: T h e situation is all the more urgent, indeed alarming, due
to the great influx of Roman Catholic priests and nuns into this Hakka field. There are
some 200 of these working among the Hakkas at present. Three years ago the Roman
Catholics had virtually no work in this area; now they have numerous churches and educational buildings, in every town and village. Protestant missionaries are hopelessly outnumnbered. Not only so, but also the Roman Catholic Church seems to have unlimited
funds at its disposal and uses this to thz greatest possible advantage for winning converts.
Given a few more years at the present rate of progress and this area will be a Roman
Catholic stronghold in which Protestants will find it very difficult to labor. Surely this
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situation should constitute a great challenge to those in the home churches who hold to
the historic Protestant and Retormed Faith. Shall we allow Rome to take over the spiritual
oversight of tens of thousands of these people and impose upon them another false form
of religion?
I n the face of such tremendous odds confronting us as a Mission in this area, w e
entreat the. Church at home to do their utmost both by prayer and material support to
assist 11s in Eringinfg the gospel of God’s free and sovereign grace to these benighted peoplt:
k f o r e it is too late.
Presbyterian Bible School - Chu Pei: Messrs. Johnston and Gaffin have becn teaching courses in this institution since September, 1956. Mr. Johnston is teaching a course on
“The History of the Denominations” using the Westminster Confession of Faith as the
major text,book. Mr. Gaffin is teaching a course on the book of Isaiah.

Work in Taichung. The work in Taichung continues with the Reformed Gospel
Bookrootn as the center. Throughout the past year the Bookroom has been kept open daily,
and people of various stations in life come in to read and talk. T o these who come in for
the first time and who show a definite interest, gospel tracts are given, a copy of the
Gospel of John, and a copy of “Do You Believe?” and “Are you a Christian?”, as the casc
would necessitate. They are invited to come in as often as possible during the day and to
attend the regular meetings which are held three nights each week. These meetings are a
Chinese Bible Class on Wednesday night, an English Bible Class on Thursday night, and
an Elementary English Class on Friday night. These classes are attended for the most part
by soldiers and students. T h e students come from the many high schools and the Agricultural College located in Taichung. One of the professors i n the Agricultural College is
studying the Westininster Confession oE Faith and conies in regularly to discuss the questions which arise as he reads. Sunday services are held in the Bookroom. A children’s
Sunday school at 8:30 A. M., which is attended by 50 or more children, starts off the day.
At 10 o’clock the Chinese Worship Service is held, which varies in attendance from 10 to
20. I n the afternoon an English Vesper Service is held at 3:30 P. M. and at 7:30 P. R/I.
the evening Evangelistic Service in Taiwanese is held.
Besides these weekly meetings in the Bookroom, Mr. Gaffin, as one o f the Advisors
of the Agricultural College Christian Fellowship, attends the weekly meeting of that
Fellowship on Monday evenings. O n Tuesday evening an English Bilble Class is held in
the Domestic Science School with five teachers of that and other high schools in the city.
Those who come into the Bookroom are both Christians and nou-Christians. This
gives us the opportunity to do evangelistic work among the non-Christians but also gives
our Christian friends of other churches the chance to hear and read the distinctive teachings of the Reformed Faith. O u r Eible and Look sales average around $500.00 Taiwan
(about US $32.00) per monlth.
Besides the work in Taichung, Mr. Gaffin journeys to other points to preach and
teach: to Tao Yuan County, where he forlnierly went every week, and to Iceelung where
a worthy work is being carried on by the Presbyterian Church among the Korean fishermen and rheir families.
Mrs. Gaffin still continues her teaching and administrative work in Morrison Academy
for missionary children and conducts two Bible classes in the Gaffins’ home each week.
W e ask for prayer for our native helpers and new believers as well as for ourselves.
W e pray for re-enforcements to take the place of the Gaffins when their furlough time
comes in 1958. Surely the Lord is faithful and H e has blessed the preaching of His Word.
Conchion. T h e missionaries of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church on Formosa arc
working alongside of and within the Presbyterian Church of Formosa. Although at present
sustaining no official relationship to that Church or to the missionary organizations that
have such official relationship, the RGssion now has before it for its consideration a “Pro-
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posed Scheme for the Relation of Missionary Societies to the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Formosa.” This scheme was approved i n principle by the 4th General
Assembly of that church which met in Tainan, February 12-15, 1957, and it has been
sent to missionary societies co-operating with the Taiwan Presbyterian Church for their
consideration, for suggestions as to possiible changes, and for their approval. T h e Taiwan
Mission has not yet decided what its relationship might be. They do consider, however,
that their most effective impact on and through the Church is the personal contacts they
have made with its leaders: both those who have been their students in Seminary and
Biible School, and others. They consider it important that all of these contacts be maintained and that in some cases they be turned into close fellow-worker relationships.
T h e effective carrying on of our labors in the three areas where our missionaries are
l m t e d requires additional missionary personnel. This is true in view of the need of someone to carry on in Taichung during the Gaffins’ furlough in 1958-59; in view of the
special need in the Haklta areas; and in view of the need of reinforcements in Taipei, so
rhat VMr. Andrews may devote full time to one or the other of his two present endeavors the work in the ISeminary and the evangelistic work among the mainlanders. I n addition,
there is need for someone capable of doing intensive evangelistic work in the Formosan
dialect among the four-GFths of the island’s popvlation owhose language it is.
W e would remind the church of a need for numerous missionaries in Formosa and
we would encouragc our young people to consider seriously preparing for service there.
JAPAN

T h e work of our Japan mission now has two centers, Watari and East Sendai, both
in Miyagi Prefecture and within the bounds of the Eastern Presbytery of the Reformed
Church in Japan.
From these centers the missionaries also carry on work in outlying areas and seek
opportunities to estabblishnew points of regular witness.
IDuring the absence of the pastor of the Reformed Church in MJatari, who is studying
at Westminster Theological Seminary, Mr. Mcllwaine regularly preaches there in the
mornings of two Sundays a month and in the evenings of two other Sundays each month.
On one ,Sunday evening he preaches at the Reformed Church in Shiroishi, and m o other
Sunday evenings at Arahama, a new preaching point opened early in the year. On one
Sunday morning each month h e preaches at the East Sendai service. O n the remaining
Sunday mornings he is free to preach i n other localities as the opportunity affords. H e
also conducts a prayer meeting and Bible study class in Watari each Wednesday evening.
At least twice a month, and sometimes more, Mr. McIlwaine visits the Nishitaga tdberculosis sanatarium, and each week he visits the Yamashita sana’tarium. T h e work in both
of the hospitals consists of Bible classes for those dble to attend, and personal visitation in
wards. Mrs. R4cIlwaine also takes part in this hospital work, and teaches a semi-monthly
Bible class for women i n Watari, teaches Bible in an English Club at a girls’ high school
in Sendai, and a children’s Bible class at Okuma.
At the beginning of the new calendar year, the Uomotos had been living and work.
ing in East Sendai for a full year. Worship and Sunday school services have been held in
their home since that time. Attendance at the morning worship services has ranged from
10 to 21, at the evening Bible class from four to 19, and at Sunday school abtendance now
averages around 45 or 50. MT.Uomoto teaches a Sunday school class and teaches the
Sunday evening Bible class each week, and preaches at thc morning service twice a month,
while Mr. Mdllwaine and an elder of the Reformed Church in Sendai conduct the
services on the other Sunaay mornings. Mr. Yoshioka, pastor of the Sendai Reformed
Church, has also been of great assistance. Mr. Uomoto has experimentted with an English
Bible class on Saturday afternoons lbut does not fecl that it has been effective. H e holds
meetings once each week at Ishinomaki in a rented hall, and alternates with Mr.
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McIlwaine and others in visiting the Nishitaga sanamrium weekly. A woman helper, lMiss
Terashima, is employed by the Mission and works largely in East Sendai with the
Uomotos.
T h e Lutheran Hour broadcast now gives our Mission their contacts in the area in
which we are working and with the help of Miss Terashima these contacts are followed
up either by mail or by personal visit, whichever is more practical.
During the year E. J. Young’s An Introduction to the Old Testament was published
in cooperation with the Conservative Baptist Mission, and Mr. McIlwaine did consideraible
work in connxtion with the translation. At the end of the calendar year 1,313 copies of
the first 2,OOOcopy edition had been sold and it is expected that a second edition will be
required by 1958. T h e publication of J. G. Machen’s The Origin of PuuZ’s ReZigion has
since been undertzken through a similar arrangement. T h e funds advanced for these publications have come from the James W. Price Memorial Fund which is described later in
this report. T h e share of royalties Tcceived is expected to replenish the capital expenditures.
A working agreement with the Reformed Church in Japan has been under consideration for some time, as reported to the last Assembly. Since that time it has been amended,
largely in the interest of abbreviation, and the following covers the matters approved by
the Synod as a basis of agreement to be considered by the various presbyteries concerned:
1-The Japan Mission of the Orthodox PreslEyterian Church does not desire to set up
another denomination in Japan, but to work for the estalblishment of self-supporting churches OF the Reformed Church in Japan, and it is our purpose to coopcratc
with the Reformed Church in Japan in this work.
2-If there is mutual agreement, the mission desires to use the name of ,the Rdonned
Church in Japan in connection with the preaching places it opens up. When the
mission becomes organized as a juridical body, it may become necessary to use its
own namc on some OF the places where meetings are held.
3-The mission reserves the right to protest against any un4Reformed faith or practice
on the pant of any minister, church, pregbytery or synod, and terminate relationships with any of them, but only after due discussion has taken place, and a h
attempts to rectify the matter have ended in failure.
T h e Mission and the Committee-believe that it is urgent that additional missionaries
be sent to Japan at the earliest poss?ble time. The Comlmilttee plans to send reenforcements
there as soon as suitalble candidates and money are availaible.

KOHEA
Our work in Korea is reported under the following heads: preaching, teaching, literature, relief, language study, personnel, and property. All the missionaries live in Pusan
at present.

Preaching. T h e Rev. Bruce F. H u n t has continued a very full preaching ministry
during the past year. In fact he accepted many additional preaching opportunities in view
of his approaching furlough beginning this summer. H e preached in 36 different places in
the city of Pusan and spent 94 days in 36 places away from the city. Included in these
activities were 12 series of meetings of from four to eight days’ duration. H e had a lbroad
and varied audience, including churches and church groups, army camps, prisons, schools,
streets, leper colonies, student conferences, and American soldiers. H e averaged almost one
message per day, usually in the Korean language, for the year.
T h e Rev. ‘Theodore Hard, spending most of his time in language study, had fewer
opportunities to preach. Nevertheless he spoke many times at the mission homes, when
American servicemen were frequently in attendance, and 27 ti4mes i n other places. We
are happy to repmt that 18 of these times he preached in the Korean language.
T h e Rev. Arthur B. Spooner, who arrived on the field in November, spoke several
times in churches in Pusan and in the mission services.
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Teaching. Mr. H u n t taught a 12-hour weekly schedule, largely in the Old Testament, at the Korea Theological Seminary, Calvin College, and the Higher Bible Institute.
MTS. H u n t also taught nearly a full schedule at Calvin College and Peace (Christian)
High School. For part of the year Mr. Hard taught Hebrew two hours per week at the
Seminary.
Literature. Upwards of 200,000 tracts and Scripture portions were apportioned to
Korean Church leaders i n various categories for their and their church groups' distribution.
These were, with the exception d a few purchased by the Mission Literature Committee,
free gafts from several tract publishers Olf Korean tracts in America. Some tram classification,
editing, and translation work was done by Mr. Hard with a language assistant.
During the year, through Mr. Hard's foreign book sale and order service, $2,230
worth of books (at cost) were procured and sold. Most 4 thcse were on religious themes,
but some were school texts or medical literature.
Beginning in May Mr. Hard set up the small Calvin College library, largely with
books from the U. S. A. collected and sent through the zeal and industry of Mr. Spooner
before he left for Korea. Togethm with other book donations and some secular books in
the Seminary library, plus a few purchases, the library now numbers between 1700 and
1800 volumes.
Also dwing the year several articles and items in T h e Presbyterian Guardian and the
M E S S E N G E R by various members of the Mission, plus an article by Mr. H u n t in the
Irish EvmzgelicaZ, and one -by Mr. Hard in the Torch and T r u m p e t and the Reformed
Guardian gave considerable publicity to the stand for our Mission together with the Korean
Church with which we are working.
Relief Work. Though small in comparison to other missions with large home constituencies, relief monies and materials come in steadily for our handling and disposal.
During 1956 we received:
187 Relief packages (parcel post size)
27 Quilts (parcel post size)
93 Cases of Multi-Purpose Food
$55 for leper medicine
$1,587.42 distributed to Orphanages and Old People's homcs.
$808.67 for other relief-deserving groups and indmiduals
A very encouraging part of the relief work picture, though not our work, is the
yearly donations by the Christian Reformed Church to the Korean Church with which we
work-amounting to many tens of thousands of dollars each year.
In spite of the years elapsed sinsce the war, still unrepaired devastation, spiraling inflation, appalling rate of unemployment, and the nationwide generation-old poverty makes
the relief problem one of continuing importance. Particularly this winter, hardship stories
are multiplied. Help from United Nations sources has been greatly reduced, along with
troop pullouts, except in the area of large grants and aid for heavy industries.
Language Study. Mr. Hard spent most of the year i n language study in a language
school in Seoul, though hindered by serious illness in the early part of the year. H e has
completed his second year of such study. Mrs. Hard has studied at home as time allowed.
The Spooners did some preliminary study before arriving in Korea, and Mr. Spooner began formal study in Seoul at the winter session which began in January.
Personnel. T h e most heartening feature on the subject 04 personnel during the year,
was the November 3 arrival of the Rev. and MTS.Arthur 13. Spooner and their daughter
Judith (their other daughter, Delborah, went to Japan to attend high school at the Christian Academy).
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David and Mary H u n t spent the summer in Pusan after the school year in Japan;
David then came to the United States for his final year in high school, and Mary returned
to Japan. Mazy H u n t and Deborah !3pooner spent Christmas vacation in Pusan.
A son, Nelson Murray, was born to the Hards on September 1st.
Mr. and Mrs. Hard both suffered serious and prolonged attacks of infectious hepatitis
early in the year. I n December Mrs. H u n t was seriously ill with amoebic dysentery. All
have apparently recovered from their illnesses.

Property. T h e three missionary houses owned by the Committee have #been insured
for fire loss, and fire extinguiishers have been installed, Various improvements have been
made, including adequate electric power. Another imporstant addition has bcen inter-house
telephones between the three houses.
Monetary inflation reached such a point during the year that it became necessary to
provide for the missionaries a fuather cost-of-living supplement to their salaries. This supplement is now $125 per month for each family.

Conclusion. T h e Mission believes that much progress i n its work was made during
the year: Mr. H u n t spent a great deal of time and energy receiving callers who came for
a great variety of reasons. Mr. H u n t enjoys a large ministry and a valuable vantage point
in being sought for his advice, which he rightly considers one of the most basic aspects of
his missionary work. Mrs. Hard was active i n forming, together with other missionaries, a
Pusan Christian School for Foreigners. As eleoted principal she has spent much time,
especially in its formative months, with thk school. Calvin College had its first graduation,
and the Seminary has settled in its new location. A new missionary couple has comea prodigious step of faith [both by the couple (the Spooners) and by the Foreign Missions
Cornmilttee, which has stretched its resources to the utmost. A child was born. Mr. Hard
began to preach in Korean. Significant also was the fact that serious financial problems
were wrestled with by the Mission and by the Missions Comtmirttee with correotive measures begun. W e thank God for His overseoing and overruling in the work. We look to
Him to make all our intentions and effonts “not i n vain in the Lord.”
JAMES

I
I

W. PRICEMEMORIAL
FUND

T h e Rev. Jamcs W. PcTice, a member of thJs Committee for 14 years, was called to
his eternal home on October 1, 1956. Mrs. Price requested friends to send contdbutions
for foreign missions Ito her instead of flowers at the time a€ the funeral. T h e sum of
$806.50 was received and sent to the Committee as a memorial to Mr. Price. With the
concurrence of Mrs. Pnice, the Committee deterniined to use this money for the production
of Christian literature in our mission fields, and to have it serve as a revolving fund insofar
as posdble. As additional gifts for this purpose are made ‘to the Committee, they will be
added to this Fund. I n order to make clear the purpose of the Fund, it has been designated
by the Committee as the James W. Price Memorial Fund for the Pu$blica+ionof Reformed
Literature Overseas.
T h e following resolution was adopted by the Committee following Mr. Price’s death,
and sent to Mrs. Price:
“Since the Lord in His sovereign and holy providence has removed from this life
our beloved brother i n Christ and fellow-laborer in the gospel, the Rev. James
W. Price, a member of this Committee for fourteen years, the Committee records
its deep gratitude to God for Mr. Price’s Christian character, his faithful service
In the gospel, his intelligent and fervent zeal for foreign missions, and his constant devotion .to the work of this Committee. T h e Committee also elctends to
Mrs. Price its condolcnces in her sore bereavement and prays that she will be
sustained and comforted by the assurance that the works of the faithful do follow
them and that those who sleep through Jesus, God will bring with Him.”
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During the past year contrilbations for the work of the Committee increased to
$70,410. This w a s $10,178, or 16%, more than was received in the previous year. For
this we are deeply grateful to God.
Expenditures also increased during the year to $77,208, (YT $6,798 more than was
received. The increase in expenditures w a s due substantially to the appointment of a new
missionary and the inicreased salary expenditures in Korea. No large non-recurring expenditures aTe included in these- figures.

Of the total contriibutions $20,691 was received through the Thank Offering, a slight
increase over the previous year. Most of the total increase in contributions, therefore, was
through normal contributions from individuals and churches. While the Committee considers the Thank Offering to be vitally necessary for our work and to be of potential
spiritual benefit to all who take part in it, and that we should seek to increase it each
year, yet the Committee also considers it desirable to reduce our dependence on the Thank
Offering for the meeting d our normal operating expenses. W e are glad to report that we
are making progress in h a t direction. Five years ago the Thank Offering contriibutions
constituted 39% of the Committee’s contribution income, whereas this year it represented
only 29%.
The Conimitbtee has sought to encourage our members to give though$ully, proportionately and devotedhly to our missionary work. It is our belief, however, that this can be
done succesdully only if the pastors and sessions shoulder their responshility of training
and encouraging their congregations in the grace o$ giving and the necessity of missions.
W e have noticed that where this has (been done the fruits are usually evident. W e encourage our officers to renew their efforts in this phase of the church’s life.
I n view of the disparity between contributions and expenditures and in view of the
lack of funds on hand to meet expected monthly deficits, the Committee believes we
should pause to consolidate our gains and avoid an untenalble financial position. The
Committee therefore has made no definite commiitments for further expansion d our work
this year. However, the Committee will make appointments during the year if increases in
contributions indicate that we should do so. W e are encouraged to hope-.that this may be
possilble because contrilbntions in the last month of the fiscal year showed a most encouraging increase over any similar period, and this increase was continuing in the first month
of the new fiscal year when this report was prepared. Our aim is t
o preach the gospel to
the whole world and we shall continue to take new steps in that direation as we are
enabled by the Church.

A chart showing contri.butions to foreign missions over the 20-year span of the Committee’s work follows. The chart shows yearly giving lby living donors both through the
churches and directly to the Committee. It does not include bequests.

BUDGET
The budget approved #bythe Commtittee for the new year is as follows:
spent
1956-57
$55,283
8,447
8,997
2,5 15
1,966

----$77,208
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COMMITTEE

The terms d the following memlbers of !the Committee expire at this Assemibly:
Ministers - Charles H. Ellis, John H. Skilton
Ruling Eldsrs - Fairvan C. Lenker, R. P. Width
The Rev. James W. Price, who died during the year, was also a meiiilbcr of this class.
O n motion the report of the Treasurer was directed to be printed in the Minutes
without being read :

REPORTOF

THE

TREASURER

The report of ,the Treasurer, as audited by Main and Company, Certified Public
Accountants, is as follows:
April 24, 1957
committee on Foreign Missions
of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Inc.
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Gentlemen :
I n accordance with your authorization, we have examined die cash records of
THE COWMITTUE ON F O I W I G N MIlSSlIOlNS
OF THE ORTHODOX RRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, INC.
for the year ended March 31, 1957, and suibmit herewith the following statements:
Schedule A - Balcance Sheet of Funds, March 31, 1957
Schedule B - Statement d Recorded Cash Receipts and Disbursements, for the Year
Ended March 31, 1957
Our examlimbion, while sufficient in scope to prepare these statements, consisted of
bhe following procedures:
(1) An examination was made of cancelled checks for a representative portion of the
year ended March 31, 1957 and the checks were traced to the recorded cash
disbursements for the same period. These cancelled checks were also traced to
warrants authorizing the disbursements.
(2) !Recorded receipts were reconciled in total to the depo$ts listed on the bank
statements for the year. Duplicate copies of receipts issued for contributions received were traced to the cash receipts records for a portion of the year.
(3) T h e recorded cash balance on deposit was reconoiled to the bank balance as of
March 31, 1957, and the latter balance was confirmed by direct correspondence
with the depository.
(4) W e examined documents evidencing ownership of all investmenlts except Spooner
house in Pusan, Korea alnd Andrews house in Taipei, Formosa.
(5) W e have examined a $10,000.00 fidelity bond covering the Treasurer, and
other employees who handle funds of this Committee and the Committee on
Home Missions and Church Extension.
Except as to the foregoing procedures, the accompanying statements were prepared
froin the records without independent verification. We, ,therefore, do not express a formal
accountanlts' opincon concerning them.
W e express our appreciation for the courtesy extended to our representatives during
the murse of our cxamination.
Respectfully submitted,
M A I N AND COMPANY

Certified Public Accountants
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SCHEDULE
A
BALANCE SHE.ET OF FUNDS
March 31, 1957
ASSETS

FUNDS
General
8,012.25
80.00

Total
$ 8,283.67
Cash in bank
80.00
Notes receivable ............................................................
Investments - at cost
$5,000.00 W. R. Grace and Co.,
convertible subordina ted
5,522.38
5,522.38
debentures, 3%%, 5-15-75
61 shares Minneapolis-Honeywell
4,s 32.55
4,532.55
Regulator Co., common stock
45 shares United Carbon Co.,
965.63
common stock (Note 1)
965.63
Property m n e d
OneAalf interest in manse of
General Secretary in A'bington
8,095.13
Township, Pennsylvania ______________________________________
8,095.13
6,872.33
Sendai, Japan, Uomoto house
6,872.33
5,223.62
Ghinda, Entrea
5,223.62
5,000.00
Pusan, Korea, Hard house
5,000.00
4,400.00
Pusan, Korea, Spooner house
4,400.00
955.00
955.00
Pusan, Korea, Hunt house
5,544.71
5,544.7 1
Talipei, Formosa, Andrews house -__-____________
------ .---------Total assets
$45,148.67 $10,326.35 $55,475.02

Reserve
$ 271.42

_________________________________I__

LIABILITIESAND RESERVES
Social security taxes payable
$
69.00
Notes payable
7,943.09
Intermediary funds
2,196.24
Mortgage payable - one-half of balance of
mortgage on manse of General Secretary ________________ 3,s 15.70
Reserve accounts (Note 2)
31,424.64

$

____ ________________I ___________________-----_----

-----

I

Total liabilities and reserves

$45,148.67

l
l
_
l
_

10,326.35
-*

69.00
7,943.09
2,196.24

3,515.70
41,750.99

------

$10,326.35 $55,475.02

NOTES:(1) This stock was received as a gift and is being carried at its market value on
the date received, October 25, 1937. Only 15 shares were received at that
time. The additional 30 shares have been received as the result of two stock
Sp16t.S.
(2) The General Fund reserve accounlt contains $3,500.00 received by bhe Committee under the Items of a written agreement which provides that 570
interest must Ibe paid in semi-annual installments and upon the death of the
donor, the liability for 'the principal and interest ceases.
Subject to accompanying certificate.
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SCHEDULEB
STATEMENT O F iRECQRDl3D CASH I R I E D ~ P T AND
S
DLSBURSiEMENTS
FOR THlE E A R ENlDlED MAiRCH 31, 1957
BA,LANCE, APRJL 1, 1956
$12,293.32
(479.03)
552.00 $12,366.29
GENERAL FUND
Receipts
Gmtributions
General
Support of designated missionaries

____________

$66,16 1.12
4,249.47

70,4 10.59

90.00
Dividends
86.36
Interest income
13,000.00
Proceeds from notes payable -_____-_______________
Proceeds from notes receivable _____-_________120.00
3,500.00
Conditional contri:bution received
69.00
Social Security funds to be remitted _-________
__I____________________________________I-----_-

_______________-__________________I_____

Total receipts
$87,275.95
Diigbursements
Missionary expenses
Salaries _____ ________-________________________
$27,348.64
Child aillowance
9,699.00
Travel - to and lfrom afield _________________
7,354.46
Travel - on field _____________-_____-_____
4,348.68
Housing
rent
2,637.69
Housing - repairs, taxes, etc.
2,011.25
Dental and medical care
959.69
Vacation expense _______________________________________
1,406.13
Miscellaneous
285.64
Equipment and supplies
1,288.19
Interest on notes payable _____________-________
287.10
Language study
1,958.89
Clinic - Eritrea Mission
453.22
Books ________________________________________--------__400.00
____I______________________c_________

~

-

I
_

$60,468.58

-----

Paid ,from general contributions
Paid <fromdesignated contrilbutions

$56,219.1 1
4,249.47

------

$60,468.58
Office and administrative expenses
Salary-General Secretary --$
2,95 1.23
Salary-ofGce
3,037.04
Postage and office supplies
782.63
Rent ____________-_-______-_------- 53 1.00
Taxes, repairs, interest, etc.
on General 'Secretary's manse
670.83

-_________
___
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Miscellaneous . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Telephone and telegraph ________
Committee meeting expense ____
Audit
Corporation expense
Travel by General Secretary
other than promotion __________

334.96
247.64
130.50
150.00
30.00
131.21

$ 8,997.04

Promotion expenses
Postage and sundries
345.42
8 16.34
“Messenger” expense
1,171.51
Travel-Missionaries ________--______
Travel by General Secretary ____
182.20

2,515.47

------

______c________

_______r________

_-----

Purchase of Andrews house,
Taipei, Formosa _____________-_-_ 5,544.71
Improvements to Uomoto house
Sendai, Japan
403.43
Reduction of mortgage payable
on General Secretary’s manse __
217.42
Principal payments on
12,776.91
notes payable -_-____________________
Contributions to Korean
Orphans -_____________________________ 1,456.00
Contributions to replace
Spooner’s goods lost
1,373.70
through fire

__-__I________

I

_____________I_________I_

Total disbursements

__

-----$93,753.26

-_----

Net (decrease) in
General Fund cash----

$(6,477.3 1)

RESERVE FUND
Receipts
Bequest-general
425.00
Dividends
115.35
Interest income ________________________________________----------------175.00
Received on conversion of Minneapolis.Honeywel1
Regulator Co.preference stock Ito common ____-______________35.10

------

Net increase in Reserve Fund cash
$
F G F O M D LITERATURE FUND
Receipts _________________---------_--__-----___---_----~_----------------_---$
858.60

750.45

_-----

Net increase in Reformed (Literature Fund cash
I N T E W m I M Y GUNDS
Rec2ipts
Disbursements

____

$

858.60

$1 1,387.42
10,601.78

________________________________________------------__---

___________________cI_____________________--------------_--_---_

Net increase in Intermediary Fund cash

------

_______-_________

785.64

------

BALANCIE, MARCH 31, 1957 ________________________________________-----------$ 8,283.67

------

$ 8,283.67

------

REPRESENTED BY:

Cash i n T h e First Pennsylvania Banking and TprustCo. __________
Cash in Li.ber.ty Federal Savings and Loan Associa tion ____________

$ 7,753.22
530.45

-----$ 8,283.67

NOTE: Subject to accompanying certificate.
T h e Moderator announced the appointment of the following Committees:
Overtures and Communications - Rev. Messrs. Coray, Meiners, Edwards, E. J. Young, and
Mr. Black; Presbyterial Records - IRev. Mesas. Busch, Atwell, and Mr. Barker; Philadelphia Presbytery Request - Rev. Messrs. Kellogg, Verhage, and Mr. Nagle; Amendment to
Standing Rules - L. Oliver.
T h e following were nominated to the Committee on Foreign Missions in the Class of
1960; Ministers: Dunn, Ellis, Skilton, 2nd Hills; Bders: Kreiner, Zebley, Width and
Gilbert Bird.
A communication was read from the Stated Clerk of the Bible Presbyterian Church
informing the Assembly of the appointment of the Rev. Jay Adams to bear fraternal greetings from that church.
O n motion it was determined to hear the Rev. Messrs. C. vander Woude, Jacob
Smith, and Jay Adams immediately following noon recess.
A ballot was taken for election to membership on the Committee on Foreign Missions.
The Assemlbly recessed at 11:45 o’clock aftcr praycr by Mr. Woolley.
THURSDAY AFTEiRNOOIN
T h e Assemtbly reconvened at 1: 15 o’clack with prayer by ”Ir. DeWaard.
Mr. vander Woude !brought grectings from the Gerettormecrde Kerken in Nederland,
Mr. (Smith from the Christian Reformed Church, and Mr. Adams from the Bible Presbvterian Church. T h e Moderator responded briefly in each case.

The tcllers reported the election of Messrs. Dunn, Ellis, and Skilton; and Messrs.
Width and Bird to the Class a€ 1960 of the !Committee on Foreign Missions.
Mr. Eyres, President of the Committee, presented the report OF the Committee on
Christian Education as follows:
RfEPORT OF THE COMMITTElE OlN GHRISTIAN EDUCATION

I. ADMINISTRATION
“lie fiscal year 1956-1957 is the first Sull ycar since 1947 in which the Committee
on Christian IEducation has operated with the services of a full-time General Secretary.
During the year three regular meetings of the Committee were held.
As of November 1, 1956, the Comrnittce discontinued its relationship to the Rev.
Lewis J. Grotenhuis whereby he served the Committee as Puiblications Secretary. The
arrangement by which he was retained for the Committee’s publication work was judged to
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involve financial inequities to Mr. Grotenhuis and to make responsible accounting impossible for the Committee. Mr. Grotenhuis continues to do most d the Committee’s printing,
but he is now paid on a job basis. T h e Committee desires to record its profound thanks to
Mr. Grotenhuis for the sacritficial way in which he has devoted both his time and resources
to the Committee’s work.
Since Novedber 1, all of the administrative operations of the Committee have been
carried on at the Committee’s headquarters in the Schaff Building, 1505 Race Street,
Philadelphia 2, Pa. T h e attention of the churches is called to the fact that all contributions,
communications, and orders for materials should (be sent to the Committee at the Schaff
Building address.
Mrs. Robert W. Anderson has continued as a part-time writer for the Committee.
Efforts are being made to sccure additional competent writers to serve the Committee on a
full-time !basis.

11. PUBLICATIONS
1.

Vacation Bible School ]Material
T h e Vacation Bible School material lor 1957, under the trade name Great Commission
Publications and bearing the name of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, will be largely
a repetition of the materials used in 1954 and revised as of that year. A new Beginner:
course is offered this year, making a three-year cycle available in that department to those
who desire it. This course was prepared iby :Mrs. Harvey Faram of Knox Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Silver Spring, Md. T h e course of study for this year is as follows:
Beginner: “God’s Helpers” - Teacher’s manual, coloring ibook, and work sheets
Primary : “Missionaries” - Teacher’s manual, pupil’s workbook, and work sheets
Junior: “Our Biiblc” - Teacher’s manual, pupil’s workbook, and handwork packzts.
Intermediate: “Paul a n Apostle of Jesus Christ” - Teacher’s manual, pupil’s workbook, worksheets, and Han-L-Map by Visuals.
The volume of sales i n 1956 was just ibelow that of 1955 with 38 Orthodox Presbyterian churches and approximately 95 churches outside the Orthodox Presbyterian Church
using these materials. W i t h fzw exceptions these sales were made directly to the customers.
I n an effort to regain the ground lost i n last year’s business a more vigorous advertising
campaign has been conducted this year. A more detailzd catalog of Vacation Bible School
supplies was prepared and mailed to approximately 3,000 individuals and churches. In
addition, advertisements .were placed in three religious magazines and sample kits were
made available at least three weeks earlier than in previous years. Early indications seem
to point to a good response to this effort.
The Committee plans the following steps to increase the scope and effectiveness of
the ministry of these materials:
a. Intensified promotion ‘by every means within the scope of the Committee’s resources.
b. Conducting an increasing numiber of Teachers’ Institutes in wider areas of the
church.
c. Revision of the Intermediate course, “Paul an Apostle of Jesus Christ,” which was
to have been completed during the past year.

2.

Books
No new books have been added to the Committee’s publications dsuring the year.
Christian Baptism and Divmce by the Rev. Professor John Murray continue to sell at 3
modest rate. Biblical Evangelism T o d a y has had only a limited appeal because of its spr
cialized character as a report to the General Assembly. However, a handbook using the
contents of this report as a basis d a course in evangelism is being prepared and should be
available in the fall. T h e present printing of the study course, Old Testamdnt Prophecy,
by the Rev. Edward J. Young, Ph.D., is now almost exhausted. Since this course continue5

i
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to be distr+buted by the Back to God Hour OF the Christian Reformed Church, another
printing will soon ibe made.
3. Catechetical Materials
Intensive use of the Shorter Catechism of the Westminster Assembly necessitated a
reprinting of the Committee’s edition for the second consecutive year. I n addition, there
were rather sizeable sales of other editions available through the Committee. Bible Doctrine,
Unit 11, Book 1, which is the third workbook in the series on the Shorter Catechism, was
published in November, 1956. I n addition to the teacher’s manual for this book, a book
of suggested answers has h e n published. Announcements OF this publication were sent t;)
everyone on the Conimittee’s mailing list and copies were sent to religious periodicals for
review. Unit 11, Book 2, originally planned for piiblication in March, 1957, will be published in the fall. Increasing demand for Unit I, Books 1 and 2, required a reprinting of
both books during the year. This increase includes a rather significant use of these books
in churches outside the a t h o d o x Presbyterian Church. A total of 47 Orthodox Presbyterian
churches employ these workbooks i n their catochetical program.
A course for the senior high school age level is ,being prepared, and publication of this
course will lollow upon cornplction of the junior high school course.
Reprinting of the Westminster Confession of Faith with Proof Texts in an edition of
1,000 was required this year.
The Committee’s plans for the coming year include:
a. Puablication of Bibk Doctrine, Unit 11, Book 2, in the fall.
lb. Publication of the first book in the next unit, “Church Membership,” lor Grade 9.
4. Tracts
Two new tracts, Nobody Knows the Trouble I’ve Seen and I s Your Family a Truly
Christian Family? were published this year and the first two printings are now almost exhausted. Oru Pro Nobis, was reprinted with a new cover and demand for it also has nccessitated two printings.
The following tracts have ‘been reprinted in the course of the year:

A Message to Thoughtful Inquirers
Are You u Catholic?
Christ or the Lodge?
Nobody Knows the Trouble I’ve Seen
Ora Pro Nobis
We’d Like You to Come to Our Church
W h i c h Church Should I Attend?
W h y I Believe in God
I n an effort to obtain new tracts for publication the Committee announced a tractwriting contest in February, 1957. Since the contest did not close until the end of April,
results will be reported next year.
5. Communicant Church Membership Materials
N o new instructional materials for communicant church mmubership have been added
to those already puiblished ‘by the Committee. Both Confessing Christ by the Rev, Calvin
K. Cummings and Communicant Church A4embership by the Rev. George W. Marston
continue to have a good circulation.
6. Church Bulletins
During the past year an effort was begun to expand the circulation of the weekly
church bulletins !both within and outside the Orthodox Presbyterian Church. The messages are now set in regular type and a variety of types is now offered for church imprints.
Printed matter is no longer employed on the front cover, every issue during the past year
having featured either a photograph or some original art design. SixtyJour churches now
use the bulletins regularly as compared with 52 a year ago. Of these, 50 are Orthodox
Presbyterian churches and 14 are from several other denominations. T h e total weekly cir-
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culatim of the bulletins is 6,000, an increase of almost 1,000 during the year.
7. Bible Study Courses
While it has not been possibble thus far to obtain manuscripts for a series of study
courses, the Committee still plans to begin such a series with a course in Elementary Bible
Study at the earliest possible moment.
8. Sunday School Materials
Because of the lack of available writers, progress on the pdblication of Sunday school
materials has been negligible during the year. T h e Nursery course is in preparation at
present. If it is completed within six months according to the present schedule it will be
published for use in the fall o€ 1958. T h e Committee has outlined a general and tentative
curriculum for a complete Sunday school course. There are now two main obstacles preventing the immediate production of such materials, viz., qualified writers and sufficient
funds. T h e cost uf producing only a Nursery course €or one year would be approximately
$3,000. T h e Committee recognizes the great need for these materials and will continue :o
work toward the production of them at the earliest possible time.
9. Other Publications
T h e Twenty-third General Asseinbly directed the Committee on Christian Education
to reprint the Standards of Government, Discipline and W o r s h i p for the immediate use
of the church. Because of unexpected delays in other publication projects it was impossible
to proceed immediately to the reprinting of the Standards. Near the close of the fiscal year
1956-1957 the manuscript was placed in the hands of the printer and it is hoped that the
new edition will b e available by the time of the Twenty4ourth General Assembly or
immediately thereafter.
In accordance with the instruction of the Twenty-third General Assemgbly to the
Committee to commence the preparation of material for Machen Leagues, the Committee
at first explored the possibility d recommending existing materials for use in Machen
Leagues. However, it is the judgment of the Committee that neither the Committee’s own
previously published materials nor materials from other sources offer a suitable basis for
building a positive program for young people’s societies. In conformity with this judgment
the Committee has undertaken a consideration o€ the relation of Machen Leagues to thc
other aspects of the church’s Christian education program with a view to establishing the
principles and purposes which must govern the preparation of such materials. T h e Committee has received a comprehensive report of a special committee on Machen League material
covering the purpose and place of Machen League, approaches and techniques appropriate
for them, and a proposed curriculum. T h e committee has this report under consideration
and will report to the church as soon as possible concerning its progress.
Tlhe catalog of publications issued two years ago was revised and reprinted in March,
1957. An order blank for use in ordering materials from the Committee is now provided,
and pastors are urged to make both the catalog and the order blanks available to each
teacher and worker in the church.

111. PROMOTION
1. The Messenger
One page of each issue of the Orthodox Presbyterian M E S S E N G E R is devoted to
promoting interest in the cause of Christian education and publicizing the work of the
Committee. An effort is made to deal with each of the various aspects of the church’s
Christian education program at the appropriate season.
2. Advertising
For the first time, the Committee’s budget for 1956-1957 included provision for a
program of advertising. Although the Committee’s initial efforts at advertising have been
necessarily modest, it does appear that there is much to be gained by a more vigorous advertisement of the Committee’s work, especially in other Presbyterian circles. T h e full
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benefits of sucli a program can be realized only by the expenditure of greater amounts of
money and over a longer period of time.
T h e advertising of Vacation Bible School material represents ohe largest advertising
expenditure of the past year. T h e 1957 Vacation Bible School catalog involved greater
expense than ever and to this was added the cost of three consecutive advertisements placeJ
in T h e Southern Presbyterian Jozrrnal, T h e Banner, and Eternity. Because the new
Beginners’ coursc was not available until the middle of March it was impossible to send
samples of the Vacation Bible School materials to religious periodicals for review.
Samples of bhe church bulletins, together with order blanks, were sent out in October,
1956, to all ministers of the Christian Reformed and Bible Presbyterian Churches, and to
large numibers of Southern Presbyterian ministers, as well as other ministers on the Committee’s mailing list.
I n response to a request from the Presbytery of CaIifornia, the Committee sponsored
a Sunday School Attendance Contest for a period of six weeks from October 7 to November 11, 1956. FiftyJour Sunday schools participated in the contest and all but t w o of the
schools reported increases in attendance ranging up to 70.7%. T h e Committee plans to
sponsor a similar contest this year.
Copies of the Bible Doctrine workbooks have been distributed to interested ministers
outside the Orthodox Presbyterian Church in connection with the extension work of the
Committee on Home Missions and Church Extension. T h e co-operation of ministers and
elders of the churcl is sought in the judicious placing of free sample copies of thc Bible
Doctrine workbooks and committee tracts. Samples of all of the Committee’s material were
offered to the Christian education departments of approximately twentyafouT Christian
colleges. Response to this offer was rather slight. Because of the time and expense involved
in other advertising projects, no materials were sent this year to students in theological
seminaries.
T h e newly revised catalog of publications, together with order blanks and sample
tracts and bulletins, was mailed to upwards of 3,000 individuals on the Committee’s mail.
ing list. T h e initial response to this mailing was very encouraging.
Two promotional projects were laid {before the Committee on Ghristian Education by
the Twenty-third General Assemb!y. T h e first involved the task of “educating the constitnency of the United Preslbyteiian Church concerning the peril of union with the Presbyterian Church in the U. A.” According~y,the Committee in concert with the Committee on Home Missions and Church Extension sent out copies of a series of articles by
Chalmers W. Alexander, entitled ‘‘Ishall W e Unite with the Northern Presbyterian
Church?” accompanied !by a letter signed by the General Secretary of the Committee on
Home Mis5;ons and Church Extension. T h e second project was the investigation of the
possilbility of denominational advertising. Three advertisements featuring the messages of
tracts published by the Committee have been prepared and copies will be mailed to the
ministers and sessions in the near future. These ads will be provided free to any church
desiring to use them in rhe local newspapers.
One more advertising project deserves the attention of the whole church. T h e Conimittee has been e?rploring the poss$ility c& providing a uniform roadside sign for advertising the local churches and their services. Such a sign is being designed, and the format
as well as prices should be available for examination at the time of the Twenty-fourth
General Assemlbly. T h e feasibility of this project depcnds on the number of advance
orders obtained from the churches.

s.

IV. PROPOSED
BUDGET
T h e following budget has been adopted by the Committee for the new fiscal year:
Production Expense
Administration Expense ________________________________________---------15,600.00
Promotion Expense . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
2,575.00
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Selling Expense

1,375.00

Total Estimated Receipts

$40,050.00

V. ELECTIONS
The terms of the following memibers of the Committee expire with this Assemibly:
Ministers: Raymond E. Commeret, Edward J. Young, Ph.D., Lawrence N.
Manross, Ph.D.
Ruling Elders: William C. Colsman, Eugene Hayman, Jr.

VI. PICTORJAL
REPRESENTATIONS
OF CHRIST
Reports of two sub-committees concerning pictorial representations of Christ have been
presented to the Committee and the Committee has not seen fit to approve either report.
Copies of these reports will be made available to the ministers and elders upon request to
the Committee.

VI1. RECOMMENDATIONS
The Committee recommends that the General Assemlbly urge the churches to contribute at least 6c per week per communicant member to the work of the Committee on
Christian Education in addition to the special Thank Offering.
O n motion it was determined that the Trezsurer’s (Report be included in the Minutes
without )being read.
VIII. TREASURER’S
REPORT
T h e report of the Treasurer, as audited by &Mainand Company, follows:
May 1, 1957
Committee on Christian Education of
the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Inc.
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Gentlemen :
I n accordance with your authorization, we have examined the cash records ot

THE COIMiMITTEE O N CHRISTIAN EDUCA4TION
OF THE ORTHODOX PRESBYTERIAN‘ CHURCH, INC.
for the year ended March 31, 1957, and submit herewith the following statements:
Schedule A - Balance Sheet, March 31, 1957
Schedule B - Statement of Income and Expenses for the Year Ended
Maroh 31, 1957
Schedule B-1 - Schedule of Income for Year Ended March 31, 1957
Schedule B-2 - Schedule c
d Cost of Goods Sold for the Year Ended March 31, 1957
Schedule B-3 - Schedule of Expenses for the Year Ended March 31, 1957
Our examination, while sufficient in scope to prepare these statements, consisted of
the following procedures:
(1) An examination was made of cancelled checks for a representative portion of the
year ended !March 31, 1957 and the checks were traced to the recorded cash
disbursements for the same period.
(2) Recorded receipts were reconciled in total to the deposits listed on the bank
statements For the year.
(3) T h e recorded cash balance on deposit was reconciled to the bank balance as OF
March 31, 1957 and the latter balance was confirmed by direct correspondence
with the depository.
(4) Petty cash was checked lby actual count during the time of our examination.
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(5) W e reviewed the transactions in office furniture and equipment and computed
depreciation for the year.
Except as to the foregoing procedures, the accompanying statements were prepared
from the records without independent verification. We, therefore, do not express a formal
accountants’ opinion concerning them.
W e express our appreciation for the courtesy extended to our representatives during
the course of the examination.
Respectfully submitted,
MAIN AND COMPANY
Certified Public Accountants
A
SCHEDULE
BALANQE S H E T - MARCH 31, 1957
A S S E T S
Current assets
$ 4,014.36
Cash in bank ................................................................................
150.00
Petty cash ....................................................................................
2,63 1.67
Accounts receivable ......................................................................
Merchandise inventory (as taken and priced By
committee employees) ________________________________________-------------------12,137.97

------

Total current assets ________________________________________-------------$18,934.00
Equipment
Office furniture and equipment (cost) ______________________________________ $ 3,521.28
Less: Provision for depreciation ________________________________________---------795.92
2,725.36

------

Total assets __________________________________________________________________

------

$21,659.36

------

LIABILITJES AND N E T W O R T H
Current liabilities
Taxes withheld from employees’ salaries ____________________________________
$ 160.80
Credit balances - accounts receivable _______________________________________
21.39
Net worth
$21,899.14
Balance - April 1, 1956 ________________________________________________________---Excess of expenses over income during year ended
421.97
March 31, 1957 ________________________________________--------------------------------

------

Balance - March 31, 1957 ________________________________________---------------21,477.17

------

Total liabilities and net worth

____________________________________

NOTtE. Subject to accompanying certificate.
SCHEDULE
B
EXPl3NSES
STATEMENT OF .INCOME ANNID
FOR T H E YEAR ENDED MARCH 31, 1957
Income from sales (Schedule B-1)
Cost of goods sold (Schedule B-2) ________________________________________________

$2 1,659.36

------

$13,296.29
16,283.26

Net loss on gross sales ________________________________________---------$ 2,986.97
Selling expenses (Sched.de B-3)
$ 995.0 1
Administrative expenses (Schedule B-3) ________________________________________ 9,775.14
Promotion and advertising elcpenses (6chedule B-3) ____________________ 3,958.39
14,728.54
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Net loss from operations ________________________________________---$17,715.51
Contributions (Schedule 13-1) ________________________________________---------------$17,073.89
Sunday school attendance contest fees ________________________________________---219.65
17,293.54

$

421.97

____--

NOTE: Subject to accompanying certificate.
SCHEDULE
B-1
SGHEDULE OF IN’COiME FOR THIE Y‘EM ENDED MARGH 31, 1957
IN~COMlEFROM S,ALES
“Bi:blical Evangelism Today”
Bulletins
Catechism
Catechism work,book ________________________“Christian Baptism”
Confession of Faith
“Covenant Children’s Catechumen Course” _____________________________
Daily vacation bible school materials
“Divorce”
Flannel’graph . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
1___--________
Miscellaneous
Prophecy courses
Tracts
_______________________________________I-----------

____________________I___________________---------------------

$

27.81
3,268.08
349.29
1,520.5 9
137.75
146.55
102.60
4,476.14
139.44
415.25
126.97
757.50
1,828.32

__--____-------------_

Total income from sales

-----$13,296.29

------

_____________________________________I__-----

INCOME FROM C0N‘I;RIBUTIONS
Regular contributions from
!$ 8,700.33
Orthodox Presbyterian Churches
7,778.17
Thank offering contrilbutions
Contributions from other sources ________________________________________-----595.39
L_______________________________________--

__-__________________________I__________---

------

$17,073.89
Total contr?butions ________________________________________------------

____--

NOTE: Subject to accompanying certificate.
SCHEDULEB-2
SCHEDULE OF COST OF GOODS SOLD FOR THE
E”EA;R EN*DIEDMARCH 31, 1957
Merchandise inventory - April 1, 1956 ________________
Purchases for resale ________________________________________----------

$11,062.10
1,513.92

-_----

$12,576.02

Cost of g o d s manufactured
Raw material and manufacturing supplies
Inventory-April 1, 1956 _________-________________
$ 1,511.20
Purchases
$ 2,095.98
Less: Discounts earned -________________________________
13.99
2,081.99
______________I____________________I____--------_--

------ ------

Less: Inventory sold to printer

________________________

3,593.19
755.47

_--_--

$ 2,837.72

c
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_-----

Cost of materials and supplies used ________________
$ 2,837.72
Printing contracted __________________________________
7,842.74
2,450.17
Salaries - production
Salary of writer _________________________________________--539.25
Writing contracted
502.00
Artwork contracted ________________________________________898.15
____________________I________

_____I________--___

_-----

Cost of goods manufactured

____________-_____________________

Cost of goods available for sale ______________________________
Merchandise inventory-March 3 1, 1957 ______________

$1 5,070.03

__---_

$27,646.05
11,362.79
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Total promotion and advertising e-qense

_______________I______I__________

$ 3,958.39

NOTE: Subject to accompanying certificate.
O n motion it was determined that the reports to the Committee on Christian Education regarding pictorial representations of Christ be distributed to the members of the
Assembly.
On motion the recommendation of the Committee on Christian Education was
adopted; viz., that the General Assembly urge the churches to contriibute at least 6c pei
week per communicant member to the work OS the Committee on Christian Education in
addition to the special Thank Offering.
O n motion the Rev. Messrs. Smith and Adams were invited to sit as corresponding
mombers of the Assembly.
O n motion the Rev. John Cooper of the Eureka Classis of the Reifornied Church in
the United States was invited to sit as a corresponding member and was invited to bring
greetings to the Assembly at a time agreeable to the Moderator.
The following were nominated to the Committee on Christian Education in the Class

of 1960. Ministers: Grotenhuis, E. J. Young, Hills, Commeret, Georgian, DuiMont, Fikkert,
Dortzbach; Ruling Elders: William Colsman and A. Eugene Hayman.
T h e Moderator declared Messrs. Colsman and Hayman elected.
A ballot was cast. T h e Moderator ruled that i$ there be no election on the first ballot
the names of the two men having B e least number of votes be dropped.
T h e Rev. L. Oliver reported as follows: The Committee appointed to propose an
amendment to the Standing Rules recommends that this Assembly propose to the Twentyfifth General Assembly that Standing Rule No. 21 be amended by the addition of the
following sentence, “He shall receive an honorarium of twenty4ive dollars.”
On motion the recommendation was adopted.

The Clerk read a communication from the Taiwan Mission presenting greetings to
the Assembly by the Rev. Egbert W. Andrews, Secretary of the Mission.

MI. Cu4mmings presented the following report of’ the Committee to study the ConN. A., as follows:

stitutioa af the Reformed Presbyterian Church of

Pursuant to the instructions given by the Twenty-third General Assembly,
the Committee sent the following materials to the Committee on Union of the
Rdormed Presbyterian Church OF ,North America :
1. A copy of the Westminster Confession otf Faith-cwith Proof Texts, and
the Standards d Government, Discipline, and Worship of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church.
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2. T h e reports of the Committee on Song in Worship given at the Thirteenth and Fourteenth General Assemlblies.
T h e committee has received no written communications from the Con)mittee on Union of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America. W e
were advised verbally #by rhe Chairman of the Committee on Union of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America that their Committee had become
so involved in conversations with a Committee of the Christian Reformed Church
concerning the doctrinal standards of their two communions that it was not possible to study the materials sent by the Committee of our Assembly. Hope was
expressed that conversations between rhe two committees of our respective
churches might develop in the future.
It is recommended that the Committee *becontinued.
O n motion the Committee was continued.
T h e tellers reported the election of Dr. Young and Mr. Grotenhuis to the Cormnittee
on Christian Education.
T h e tellers reported the election o€ iMr. DulMont on the third [ballot.
Mr. DeWaard reported orally as delegate to the 1957 Synod of the Christian Keformed Church.
Mr. Cooper brought greetings to the Assembly on behalf of the Eureka Classis.
Dr. Stonehouse, President of the Committee, presented the report of the Comniittec
on Home Missions and Church Extension as follows:

R.EPIORT OF
COMMITTEE ON HOME MISSION6 AND CHURCH EXTGNSION
During the fiscal year ended March 31, 1957, home missionary work was supported in
the following 21 fields i n 11 states:
Baltimore, Maryland
-La Habra and Torrance, California
Bangor, Maine
Lincoln, Nebraska
Center Square, Pennsylvania
.Ludlow, Smyrna and Houlton, Maine
Chula Vista, California
Manoa, Pennsylvania
Crescent Park, New Jersey
-National City, California
Evergreen Park, Illinois
-Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Fair Lawn, New Jersey
Stratford, New Jersey
Fall River, Massachusetts
Thornton, Colorado
Gresham, Wisconsin
Westchester, Illinois
Hatboro, Pennsylvania
Whittier, California
Hialeah, Florida

-

2

CHANGES
Two of t h e s e x h u l a Vista and Hathro-represented new work for the Committee. T h e
Committee called Licentiate Jack J. Peterson to serve with the Rev. Edward L. Kellogg in
extending the work of the Nationaj City church to the neighiboring community of Chula
Vista. H e was placed on salary as of June 11, 1956. Mr. Peterson has had the respondbility
of conducting the services and doing most of the calling i n Chula Vista. Trinity Church,
Ha&oro, called the (Rev. Robert L. Thoburn to be its pastor and requested salary aid from
the Committee. T h e aid was begun on July 1, 1956.
I n the fall of the year the Committee called the Rev. Dwight H. Poundstone, pastor
of Beverly Church, Los Angeles, to serve as .the missionary i n Whittier. H e accepted the
call and :began his labors there on January 16, 1957. T h e field had been without the
services of a regular missionary since the previous February. T h e work has since been
moved several miles from Whittier to the community of La Mirada.
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T w o of athe fields which received support last year are not to be supported during the
new year. They are La Habra-Torrance, and Gethsemane Church, Philadelphia. T h e partial support of the Rev. Roibert E. Nicholas, who serves in La Habra and Torrance under
the Presbytery of California, was 3tel;mdnated on March 31, 1957, i n accordance with prior
arrangements with that Presbytery. Aid to Gethsemane Church, Philadelphia, was terminated at the end of December, 1956, when the pastor, the Rev. Lester R. Bachman,
accepted a call to another congregation.
Aid bto Faith Church, Lincoln, was suspended on August 31, 1956, when the pastor,
the Rev. V. Robert Nilson, left the field to labor elsewhere. T h e church later called the
Rev. Russell D. Piper and the Committee agreed to resume partial support at an increased
rate, !beginning April 1, 1957.
Community Church, Center Square, called the Rev. Henry H. Fikkert to its pastorate,
and aid to this church was resumed ast the !beginning of August, after a two-year period
during which the churoh was without a pastor.

#MA'ITERS
OF SPECIALNOTE
Property. T h e Committee constructed a small but attractive chapel in Hialeah,
Florida, during the year, on land purchased previously in an excellent location. T h e rbuilding was erected with funds contdbuted to the Contingent Fund by about 150 individuals
for this purpose.
T h e National City church has raised funds, mostly in loans, for the erection d a
building which will cost approximately $45,000, for ground and buildings, and hopes to
be able to start construction this sumlmer. T h e location is just within the city limits of
San Diego adjacent to National City.
T h e Crescent Park congregation conducted a canvass of their members and adherents
during the past spring, with .tihe guidance of the Wells Organization, $01- their regular
budget and &buildingfund. A total of $38,000 was given, and pledged to !be given during
the next three years, for the ibuilding ifund, and plans are being made to erect an addition
to their present {building at the earliest possible time.
I n December the Committee made final payment on the 1% acre building site purchased in Thornton, Colorado. T h e total cost was $7,585.
I n the summer of 1956 the General Secretary attended a conference sponsored #bythe
Wells Organization, a service group concerned with aiding ohurches i n their building
programs. I t was learned that their emphasis is not to act as fund-raisers but -to help the
congregation itself to provide its needs. They seek to ensure that any canvass in which they
help will not violate the Scriptural concepts maintained by the church. T h e Crescent Park
congregation found that the program used in their church was of much spiritual, as wzll
as financial, benefit to the congregation.
T h e Whittier group has purchased a property in La Mirada. Tlhe property consists of
a residence and other buildings which will provide meeting space as well as residence for
the missionary.
Membership and Attendance. Through reports from the missionaries, the Committee
keeps a record of church and Sunday school memlbership, and 04 attendance at worship
and Sunday school services in our mlission fields.
T h e memlbership in the home mission churches showed an overall increase during the
year, from 854 to 1003, a gain of 17%. T h e communicant mem.bership increased from
491 to 574 and the non-communicant from 363 to 429. Sunday school mmbership, however, decreased horn 1397 to 1339, a loss of 4%.
At the same time taken as a whole the morning worship attendance in all our fields
showed a decline of 6% during the year. Attendance a t evening worship and Sunday
school increased slightly ifor the period reviewed. Attendance at morning worship increased
i n eight fields and decreased in eight; attendance at evening worship increased in seven
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fields hlid decreased in eight; Sunday school attendance increased in seven fields and decreased in nine.
Not all the missionaries are consistent in sending in their reports, so the comparisons
which produced this result may not lbe completely accurate but are near enough to warrant
atten tion.
Handbook. T h e Committee is preparing a handlbook for missionaries, the purpose of
which is to provide iniformation which the missionanies will find useful i n their work. T h e
first section of the handbook, in multilithed form, on the subject of survey calling, has
been dktrilbuted to all the pastors of the church as well as #tothe missionaries. Sulbsequent
sections will ibe distrilbuted as they are prepared and will include such subjects as followup work, Bible classes for inquirers, purchasing property, developing a missionary outlook
in ,the congregation, and organizing a congregation, to mention a few.
Guidance and Help. During the past year a beginning has been made in giving more
guidance and help to the mission fields supported through the Committee. Missionaries
have expressed a need for this, and it is our expectation that the Committee’s facilities will
be made increasingly available to them, and that this will result in an improving quality
and effectiveness in our work.

NEWWORK
T h e work in StratFord, which has heretofore been done on a part-time basis, has now
been givcn a full-time missionary, 1Mr. Harvie M. Conn. T h e churches of the Prevbytery of
New Jersey have pledged additional contributions to provide for the cost of the work.
T h e Committee would like to establish new work in areas where there arc promising
opportunities and where our testimony is vitally needed. Such work, however, can be
undertaken only when it becomes likely that the additional funds needed for such new
work will be forthcoming, or as men may volunteer to serve at their own expense.

MISSIONARY
CONFERENCE
By the time of this General Assembly the Committee’s first conference for niissionaries will, we trust, have lbeen held. Plans for the conference include discussions on the
following topics: T h e Missionary in His Calling, T h e Missionary i n His Teaching, T h e
Missionary i n His Preaching, A Time and Place for Everything (organization of time and
records), and Making Sunday School and Vacation Bible School Count.

CONTACT
W~TH
OTHERCIIURCHES
During the year personal contact was made with a large number of ministers d other
denominations i n an effort to discover their theological and ecclesiastical attitudes and to
acquaint them with the Orthodox Presbyterian Church.
Also, a large pamphlet, Shall We Unite With the Northern Przsbyteriun Church?,
by Chalmers W. Alexander, an elder in thc Southern >Presbyterian Church, was sent to
every minister in the United Predbyterian Church living in the United States. These
pamphlets were contributed to the Committee ‘by The Southern Presbyterian Journal
Although many contacts have been made we have learned of rfew ministers in the
United IPresbyterian Church who seem to be interested i n a vital Reformed testimony, and
a large majority who have little or no abjection to their proposed union with the Predbyterian Church i n the U.S.A. I t also appears that even where individual ministers will not
enter the union, and would encourage their congregation not to, it is common for them to
feel that their congregations are so lacking in knowledge of the Rdornied Faith that they
would not seek to enter our denomination i n the event of the union which now seems
assured. T h e Committee has offered instructional literature for such congregations.
Contact was also made with the pastor and congregation of a Soubhern Presbyterian
Church in Maitland, Florida, and this congregation subsequently made application to be
received by our Presrbytery of Philadelphia. As this report is written the presbytery had not
had opportunity to act upon the application. T h e pastor, elders, and deacons of this con-
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gregation had lbeen treated in what they believed was an unconstitutional manner. W e
encouraged them to appeal the matter to the higher judicatories, which they did. They
carried the case ultimately to the General Assembly where their complaint was not sustained. It is the policy of the Committee not to encourage congregations to leave their
denomination unless they have a legitimate reason and until lit [becomes evident that the
error will not !be corrected. To do less would ibe to encourage and partake in the sin of
schism.

SALARY
SCALE
The sadary scale lor missionaries receiving their salaries in whole or in part through
the Committee has ibeen revised so as to bring them nearer to a realistic living wage. The
features df the scale other than the base salary remain as reported to the Twenty-Second
General Assembly (see Minutes, pp. 3%). The new base salaries are as follows:
Urban
Rural
$ 285
per month during first year’s service
$ 255
291
per month during second year’s service
259
297
per month during third year’s service
264
303
per month during fourth year’s service
268
309
per month during Mth year’s service
273
315
per month during sixth year’s service
277
321
per month during seventh year’s service
282
327
per month during eigtht year’s service
286
333
per month during ninth year’s service
29 1
338
per month during tenth year’s service
29 5
345
per month during elevenbh year’s service
300
353
per month during twelfth year’s service
306
360
per month during thirteenth year’s service
312
368
per month during fourteenth year’s service
318
375
per month during fifteenth year’s service
324

FINANCES
Last year the Committee reported to the General Assembly that contemplated expenditures arum the General Fund “for the new fiscal year ($66,828) are much more than in
the past year ($56,233)’ and only increased contriibutions will enable us to do the work
set before us.” W e are thankhl to God for our church and for the grace H e has wrought
in it to provide our needs. While expenditures were held to $64,671.67 (an increase of
$8,438)’ contr3butions increased by $7,740, ro $63,555.84. At the same tqime an additional
$13,049.71 was contributed to the Contingent Fund almost entirely by members of our
church. Total contributions thus increased [by $20,789.
The Contingent Fund contributions lwere more than offset 6y an expenditure of
$13,500 for the budding in Hialeah, and of $6,585 tor the balance due on a building site
in Thornton.
The problem of the lack of funds for obtaining land and church buildings in advantageous locations continues to Ibe crucial. Efforts are being made to solve the problem.
Of the $63,555.84 contrirbuted to the General Eund, $23,277.45, or 36%’ was received through the Thank Offering. That percentage is almost identical with that of five
years ago, though much less than when the Thank Offering was instituted. While the
Committee considers the Thank Offering to be vitally important for our work as well as
for the spiritual benefit of all who (take part in it yet the Committee also considers it highly
desirable to reduce our dependence on the Thank Offering for meeting our normal opera ting expenses.
In view of the tiny percentage of our incomes that is given to missions - less than
hdf of one percent - the Committee would encourage every memlber of our church to
give a definite percentage OF his income ifor missions. Muah #though this may be our desire,
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we believe that such giving may .beobtained only if the pastors and sessions actively and
faithfully train their congregations in the grace of giving and ,the necessity of missions.
Where this has ]been done we have noticed that the fruits are usually evident. W e encourage our officers to renew their efforts in this phase of the life of our church.
A chart showing contrilbutions to home missions over the 21-year period of the Committee’s work follows. The chart shows (1) yearly giving by living donors both through
the churches and directly to the Committee, (2) total personal income of our church
memlbership tbased on U. S. Department of Commerce statistics, and (3) the percentage,
in fractions of one per cent, af that personal income that has (been given to the work of
this Committee. T h e chart does not include bequests.

.

BUDGET

‘The General Fund budget adopted ‘by the Committee represents an increase of $7,798
over last year’s expenditures, and is as follows:
Spent
1957-58
1956-57
$39,63 1
Missionaries’ salaries ________________________________ $44,628
Church Extension
17,046
13,040
Office and Administration
7,349
9,226
Promotion
2,3 15
1,962
Miscellaneous
1,13 1
810
____________________________I___________-------

--_--

-----

$72,469

$64,669

ELECTIONS
The terms of the following qmemtbersof the Committee expire at this Assemlbly:
Ministers: Calvin A. Busch, Ralph E. Clough, George W. Marston
Rulivtg Elders: William Gooch, Bert L. Rodber
O n motion it was determined that the report of the Treasurer be printed in the
Minutes without being read.

R ~ P O ROF
T THE TREASURER
The report of the Treasurer, as audited by Main and Company, Certified Public Accountants, is as follows:
April 30, 1957
T h e Committee on Home Missions
and Church Extension of
T h e Orthodox Pregbyterian Church, Inc.
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Gentlemen :
In accordance with your authorization, we have examined the cash accounts of the
Treasurer of
THE COMMITTEE O N HOME MJS~SIONSAND GHLJRCH EXTENSIO~N
OF THE ORTHQDOX RRESBYTERIAN C H U R C H , INC.
for the year ended IMarch 31, 1957, and submit herewith the folmlowing statements:
Schedule A - Balance Sheet of Funds, ‘March 31, 1957
Schedule B - Statement of Recorded Cash Receipts and Disbursements,
For the Year Ended March 31, 1957
Our examination, while sufficient In scope to prepare these statements, consisted of
the following procedures:
(1) An examination was made of cancelled checks for a representative portion of the
year ended March 31, 1957 and the checks were traced to the recorded cash
disibursements for the same period. These cancelled checks were allso traced to
warrants authorizing the disbursements.
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(2) Recorded receipts were reconciled in total to the deposits listed on the bank
statements for the year. Duplicate copies of the receipts issued for contributions
were traced to the cash receipts record for a portion of the year.
(3) T h e recorded cash balance on deposit was reconciled to the hank balance as of
March 31, 1957 and the latter balance was confirmed by direct correspondence
with the depository.
(4) Petty cash was checked by actual count during the time of our examination.
(5) W e examined documents evidencing ownership of all stock, !bond and real estate
investments except athe deed for the property i n Hialeah, Florida. W e examined
notes for all loans receivable, but 'we did not confirm the loans in any other way.
( 6 ) W e have examined a $10,000.00 fidelity bond covering the Treasurer and other
employees who handle funds of this Committee and the Committee on Foreign
Missions.
Except as to the foregoing procedures, the accompanying statements were prepared
from the records without independent verification. We, therefore, do not express a formal
accountants' opinion concerning them.
T h e comments immediately following thh letter furnish additional information regarding the accompanying schedules.
W e express our appreciation for the courtesy extended to our representatives during
the course d the examination.
Respectfully submitted,

MAINAND COMPANY
Certified Public Accountants

C 0 ,M M E N T S
NOTES AND LOANS RECEIVABLE

T h e following is a detailed list of all notes and loans receiva!ble by funds:
Contingent Fund
$ 3,500.00
Franlklin Square Orthodox PreGbyterian Church ________________________________________------Calvary Orthodox presbyterian Church, Glenside, Pa.
2,900.00
Greyfriars Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Los Angeles, California ________________ 1,925.OO
Immanuel Orthodox Pregbyterian Church, Crescent Park, New Jersey __________ 1,800.00
Grace Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Fall River, Massachusetts
1,333.32
Westminster Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Westchester, Illinois
1,385.47
Grace Orthodox Pregbyterian Church, Fair Lawn, New Jersey
1,500.00
Park Hill Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Denver, Colorado ___________________________
1,000.00
Fort Lauderdale Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Fort Lauderdale, Fla. __________ 1,000.00
First Orthodox Presbyterian Church, National City, California ______________________ 3,100.00
$19,443.79

$

675.00

NOTES RECEIVABLE FRQM DESIGNATED C H U R C H
The loan to Covenant Church of Berkeley, California in the amount of $1,400.00 was
made out of funds advanced by Miss Marguerite IMontgomery and all collections on this
loan are to bc returned to Miss Montgomery.
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INVESTuMENTS
Securities

The following securities were owncd by the Committee at March 31, 1957.
cost

Contingent Fund - Cincinnati
$ 5,842.72
134 sharcs American Natural Gas Co. ____
11,833.40
74 shares American Telephone & Telegraph Co.
4,276.89
140 shares Duquesne Light Co.
3,528.13
108 shares .Philadelphia Electric 'Co.
7,229.89
300 shares Standard Oil Co. of New Jersey
9,030.00
90 shares Philadelphia SubuIiban Water Co. - 5% Preferred -_-______________
11,218.33
$10,000.00 Scott Paper Co. - 370, Conv. Debentures, 1971
_____I__________________I_________

______________r_________________________________________________

______c________-_______I________________----

______________________c_____________________--

$ 9,233.32

Total

---___

Face

General Fund
$7,000.00 U. S. Treasury Bills, due 4-4-57 (Cost $6,942.25)

$ 7,000.00

Real Estate

'This asset consists of the properties listed ibelow by funds:
Generail Fund
One-half interest in manse of General Secretary in
Abington Township, Pennsylvania
Manse #or Assmiate Secretary, Abington Township, Pennsylvania

$ 8,095.13
14,923.55

_____-

Total

$23,0 18.68

Contingent Fund
Lot - Fair Lawn, New Jersey
1,000.00
Lot and chapel - Evergreen Park, Illinois
3,467.87
Lot and house - Westchester, Illinois ____.._________________I________________------19,436.80
St. Andrew's Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Baltimore, Maryland
33,795 -40
Lot - Thornton, IColorado
7,585.OO
11,834.22
Manse - Thornton, Colorado ---:
Lot - Stratford, New Jersey
3,062.25
Church - Smyrna, :M,aine
140.00
Manse - .Fair Lawn, .New Jersey
8,667.05
Lots - Westchester, Illinois
5,000.00
17,100.75
Lot and church - Hialeah, Florida
-___________________________________II__------

~

____________________________II__________--------_------------_______________

_________________________________I______-------_--------------_---

____1__________-__________________I_____--__----------_-_---_------

------

Total

_________________________________I_______----------------------_-----_-----------

$1 11,089.34

------

OHURCH FUNDS HELD 1.N T,RUST
These funds, totalling $3,000.00, are held in trust ifor the dissolved Grace Orthodox
Presbyterian 'Church, Clifford A. Jorgenson, Treasurer, ,Milwaukee, Wisconsin, as per
agreements recited in letters dated May 27, and May 31, 1949.
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MORTGAGES PAYABLE
The following detail is presented regarding the mortgage balances payable secured by
the properties owned by the Committee:
General Fund
Date of
Final
Current
Payment
Balance
Manse - Abington Township, Pennsylvania
1-29-71
$ 3,588.20
General Secretary
Manse - Abington Township, Pennsylvania
Associate Secretary ________________-_______________________-4- 13-71
9,334.41

Contingent Fund
St. Andrew’s Orthodox Presbyterian Church,
Baltimore, Maryland
10-1-73
Manse - Thornton, Colorado ______________________________________
12-1-84
Manse - Westchester, Illinois
-----_---- _______ 1-22-63
Lot - Stratford, New Jersey
4-14-60
Manse - Fair Lawn, New Jersey
9-1-63

$21,400.00
9,836.25
8,146.33
1,920.89
3,177.94

-I__________

___-__________________________

_
_
_
_
_
_

____________c_________I_________________

------

$44,48 1.41

Total

SCHEDULE A
BALANCE SHEET OF FUND6 - MARCH 31, 1957
A S S E T S
FUNDS
Gewral
Contingent
Total
Cash in bank and on hand ___________-____,_--_------_-_$14,898.94
$ (5,304.22) $ 9,594.72
Lilberty Federal Savings and Loan Association ______
129.98
129.98
Notes and loans receivable __________________________
675.00
19,443.79
20,118.79
Note receivable from designated church (contra) 1,400.00
1,400.00
Investments
7,000.00
Securities (General Fund) - face _________-___ 7,000.00
Securities (Cincinnati) - cost
52,959.36
52,959.36
Securities (,Headquarters Fund) - cost -______-___
9,233.32
9,233.32
Real estate ________________________________________--_---_----23,018.68
111,089.34
134,108.02
_____I___--_

-----_

------

Total assets ,___--~-___________~---_____-__---__$47,122.60
$187,421.59 $234,544.19

-_----

L,IA&JLITIES AND RESERVES
Intermediary funds ----.---------------------------------$
70.81
Note payable - designated fund (contra)*
1,400.00
Notes payable ______________________--_-_--------___________ 3,100.00
General A,ssembly
95 3.02
Church funds held in trust -__-___________-_____
3,000.00
44,481.41
Mortgages payable _________________________________________12,922.6 1
Reserve accounts
28,776.16
139,840.18

__-_

$

70.81
1,400.00
3,100.00
953.02
3,000.00
57,404.02
168,616.34

_____I_____________

__________________________________________
__----

Total liabilities and reserve

I

t

___________$47,122.60

------

$187,421.59

------

$234,544.19
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NOTES: ‘This note is payable only out of collections made on
“Note receivable from designated church”
Subject to accompanying comment.
SCHEDULE
B
S T A T W E N T OF RIEICDRDElD CASH RECEJPTS AND DISBUIRSEJMSNTS
FOR THE YEAIR ENDED MARCH 31, 1957
BALANCE, April 1, 1956
General Fund
$21,692.04
Contingent Fund _____________________
10,103.41
General Assembly
$
6.74
General Assembly Fund
207.80
Committee on Constitution -__
Committee on a Hymnal
515.10
Travel __________________________________
647.90
1,377.54

_______

------

Intermediary funds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
I

1

GENERAL FUND
Receipts
Contributions
General
Support of designated
. . .
missionaries

(77.77)

------

$62,952.53

___________________

603.31

Interest on savings
account
Miscellaneous _______-_-___
Proceeds from notes
receivable
Total receipts ________
Disbursements
Missionaries’ salaries and aid
Paid from general
contrilbutions
Paid from designated
contr?butions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

I

Office and administrative expenses
Salary-General Secretary
1,968.52
Salary-Off ice ________________3,026.49
Postage and office supplies ____ 762.45
Taxes, repairs, interest, etc. on
Associate Secretary’s manse __ 1,082.07
936.00
Rent _______-___-_
Taxes, repairs, interest, etc. on
447.20
General Secretary’s manse Com.mittee meeting expense 329.14
Telephone and telegraph
264.62
Audit
250.00
rMiscellaneous __________________________
128.68

_____

___________________________I__

63,555.84
129.98
141.15
11,500.00

-----$75,326.97

$39,028.59
603.31
---$39,63 1.90

$33,095.22
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31.00

9,226.17

Church extension expenses
Expenses of church
1,103.86
property owned
Interest paid on
mortgage liability
336.72
Thornton, Colorado
170.9 1
Fair Lawn, N. J.
379.36
Westchester, Ill.
Stradord, N. J. _________-_____111.85
2,100.70
Travel
2,484.29
Summer workers
722.90
Moving expense
4,275.85
Salary-Associate Secretary
480.40
Purchase of office equipment873.74
Miscellaneous

$13,040.58

Delaware office ________________________

Promotion expenses
“,Messenger” expenses
Travel
Other proniotion expenses

8 15.39

______

606.43
540.65

____--

Loan to Committee o n
Foreign Missions
Purchase of $7,000.00 United
States Treasury Bills, due
4-4-57 (cost)
--------Loan to Reverend
George G. Weeber
Reduction of mortgage balances payatbleManse-General Secretary ____________
144.96
Manse-Associate Secretary
665.59
Total disbursements

________

Net (decrease) in
in General Fund cash

__----

1,962.47

11,000.00
6,942.25

400.00
810.55

_-----

$83,013.92

_-----

______

$( 7,686.95)

CONTINGIGNT F U N D
Receipts
Con tritbutions ________________________________________------Proceeds from notes and loans receivable
Principal
Interest
Greyfriars Orthodox Presbyterian Church,
$ 550.00 $
93.50
Los Angeles, California ____________________
Fort Lauderdale Orthodox Presbyterian
Church, Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. __---_-___
3 5 .OO
Westminster Orthodox Presbyterian Church,
Westchester, Illinois __
500.00
Immanuel Orthodox Presbyterian Church,
Crescent Park, N. J.
300.00
59.40

$13,049.7 1
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Franklin Square Orthodox Pregbyterian
Church, Franklin Square, N. Y. ____________
Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church,
Glenside, Pa. __-_____________-______________________
Grace Orthodox Presbyterian Church,
Fall River, Mass. ______________________________________
Totals

41
105.00

500.00

136100

666.68

------ ------

________________________________________---------$ 2,516.68
$ 428.90

------

Interest on dividends
Proceeds from sales of securities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Refund of deposit on property for
new headquarters
Principal and interest installments on
mortgage from St. Andrew’s Orthodox
Presbyterian Church, Baltimore, Maryland
Principal
Interest ____________________________

2,945.58
3,289.88
14,237.20
1,000.00

$ 1,500.00
1,410.00

Proceeds from notes payable ____________________________
Received from Stratford, N. J. Chapel
toward purchase of lot
Received from Smyrna, Maine toward
_____________________________
purchase of Church

$ 2,910.00
3,100.00

70.00
60.00

------

~

Total receipts

$40,662.3?

Disbursements
Purchased various securities
(cost)
Construction of church in
Hialeah, F,lorida . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Deposit on property for new
headquarters
Balance of payment on lot in
Thornton, Colorado ____________
Loan to First Church,
National City, Calif.
Paid on mortgage in connection
with Baltimore Church
Principal _________________ $ 1,500.00
Interest
930.00

$25,967.33

_____------_-----I-----_-----

------

Reduction of mortgage #balances
payable re: property i n
Fair Lawn, New Jersey ________
Westchester, Illinois ____________
Strarford, New Jersey __________
Thornton, Colorado ____________

440.81
520.64
579.11
176.67

___--_

Cincinnati church esTense ______

13,500.75
1,000.00

6,5 85 .OO
3,100.00

2,430.00

1,717.23
1,769.69

------
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1jtal disbursements ____-__
$56,070.00

------

Net (decrease) in
Contingent Fund cash

__

$( 1 5,407.63j

DESIGNATED LOAN TO C H U R C H (AGENCY AICCOUNT)
Receipts from :
Covenant Orthodox Presbyterian Chureh,
Berkeley, California
Principal ------_---$
Interest

100.00

____________________
59.50
$ 159.50

Disbursements
Payments to principal by this agency

__----

______________

159.50

------

GENERAL ASSEMBLY F U N D
Receipts
Didbursemen ts

__________________________________________________c______

____________________c____________-___________-

1,884.92
1,45 3.89

$

431.03

$

5.62

$ (509.07)

$ (352.10)

Net increase in Intermediary Funds cash

$ 148.58
_____-___-_-____-__

------

$ 9,724.70

------

$14,005.09
(5,304.22)
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Intermediary funds
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295.80

------

953.02

________________________________________------------------------------70.8 1

------

$ 9,724.70

------

REPRESENTED BY:
Cash in Provident Tradesnicns Bank and Trust Company ________
Cash in Liberty Federal Savings and Loan Association
Petty cash ......................................................................................

$ 9,344.72
129.98
250.00

-----$ 9,724.70

------

NOTE: Subject to accompanying comment.
The Moderator requested Mr. Clelland to take the Chair.
Mr. Hunt resumed the Chair.
Mr. Atwell requested that he be permitted to resign from the Conilnittee on Home
Missions and Church Extension in the Class of 1958.
On motion his request was granted.
T h e Moderator ruled that lour ministers be elected to rhe Coniiiiittee on Home Missions and Church Extension, the minister receiving the fourth highest majority being assigned to the Class of 1958.
The following were nominated to the Committee on Home Missions and Church Extension-Ministers: Woolley, Bachman, Hills, Marston, Clough, Busch, Kline; Ruling Elders: Bert L. Roeber, William Gooch, Zeibley, Griswold.
A lballot was cast.
The Assembly recessed at 5:45 o’clock after prayer by Mr. Kellogg.
THURSDAY EVENING
T h e Assembly reconvened at 7:15 o’clcwk with prayer by Nlr. Busch.
The tellers reported the election of the Rev. Messrs. Marston, Woolley, and Hiills in
the Class of 1960, and the Rev. Mr. Clough in tlie Ciass of 1958; and OF Ruling Elders
Roeber and Zebley to the Class OF 1960 OF the Committee on Home Missions and Church
Extension.
O n niotion it was determined that a Committee on Necrology consisting of Messrs.
Clelland, Eyres, and Dunn be appointed by the Assembly to prepare appropriate resolutions
in rhe memory of the late Oscar Holkcbocr and James W. Pricc, and report later to this
Assemlbly.
i i r . Vining, Chairman of the Coniniittee on General Benevolence presented the following report:
REPORT OF THE COMIMITTIEE ON GENERAL BE-NEVOLENCE
During the fiscal year ending March 31, 1957, the Committee continued its
regular assistance to the retired home missionary, including not only monthly payments but several extra payments Qecause of unusual medical expense. The
Family of another minister was granted 2 small amount of assistance.
The Committee has sought to keep itself informed regarding those who may
need its aid.
The Committee is gratified that despite its increased expenditures, its cash
balance has increased once again, thus helping to provide (forfuture contingencies.
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During this fiscal year, the Committee has received contribcltions from 40
different congregations of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church and from one individual.
T h e Committee is continuing its study of sickness and hospital lbenefits and
major medical insurance available to ministers on a group basis.
T h e Committee recommends:
(1) That the General Assembly urge the churches to contribute to the Committee on General Benevolence 50c per communicant member by special offering
or from the Deacons’ Funds.
(2) That the Boards of Deacons of the churches be urged to contribute to the
committee on Gencral Benevolence any funds which are over and above those
required for present local needs and for reserves for future contingencies.
T h e term of the Rev. Robert W. Eckardt expires at this Assembly. Deacon
J. Paul Hunsberger, whose term was to expire at this Assemibly, resigned from
the Committee during the year.
Mr. Eckardt presented the following report of the Treasurer:
Balance, April 1, 1956 ________________________________________-----------$ 902.62

RECEIPTS
Undesignated
$ 2,048.04
Designated lor a specific need ________________________________
45.00
45.00
For Meals-for-Millions
For Korean Relief ________________________________________________---50.00
2,188.04
----------$ 3,090.66
____________________________I______________--

DISBURSEMENTS

Office Expense _________________________________. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $
14.20
For Relief of Aged and Infirm Ministers,
Ministers’ Widows, and Orphans __________ _________ 1,85 5.00
Meals-for-Millions (Korea) ___________________________ __________
71.51
Korean Relief . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . _________
50.00
1,990.74
----------Balance, March 31, 1957 __________________________ _____________________
$ 1,099.92
Audited and found correct, 4-26-57
Irving Triggs
O n motion Recommendation No. 1 of the Committee on General Benevolence was
a doped.
T h e following were nominated for membership on the Committee on General Benevolence in the Glass of 1960-Ministers: Bachman, DeWaard, Eckardt; Non-minister :
Ross Noblett. Mr. DeWaard rcquested that his name be removed from the nomination.
T h e request was granted.
T h e Moderator declared Mr. Noblett elected.
A ballot was cast and Mr. Bachman was elected.
Dr. Stonehouse presented the Report of the Conimittee on Correspondence with
Other Churches:
REPORT OF TiHE COlMMITTEE ON CORRESPOlNDENCE
WJTH OTHER CIHURCHEjS
1. I n accordance with the authorization of the Twenty-third General Assembly, the Committee invited the Rev. John J. DeWaard to serve as fraternal
delegate at the centennial Synod of the Christian Rdormed Church in June
1957. Mr. DeWaard graciously accqted this invitation.
2. T h e Rev. J. F. H. vandcr Born of the Rdormed Churches of Australia,
who was anticipating -being present in the United States as a delegate of his own
denomination and of the Reformed Churches of New Zealand, indicated his
~
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desire to cstzblish contact with representatives of the Orthodox Presbyterian
Church and Westminster Theological Scminary with a view to presenting the
needs of Australia and New Zealand for qualified ministers of the gospel. H e
was invited to visit Philadelphia and spent about three days during the course
of which he addressed a meeting of the Piesbytery of Philadelphia on June 27th.
3. T h e Reformed Churches in T h e Netherlands have informed us that the
Rev. C. van der Woude is to reprcsent them at our Assemlbly. T h e Committee
has been in touch with the Rrv. Mr. van der Woude to assure him of our gratitude for this development.
4. Your Coamittee is not able to report progress in connection with thc
instruction of the Twenty-third General Asscmbly “to give considcrztion to the
Reformed Churches throughout the world with which the Orthodox Presbyterian
Church niight seek correspondence.”
5. T h e Orthodox Presbyterian Ghurch has been idorriled that thc Reformed
Ecumenical Synod will next meet in South Africa in May or August 1958 (thc
exact time and place to be decided later on), and has (been invited ,by the responsiLble committee of the Gereformcerde Kerk i n South Africa to provide them
with information concerning the names of our delegates. Your committee recommends that this General Asscmbly take action so as to assure our represcntation
!by at least one delcgatc.
6. T h e Orthodox Presbytcrian Church has also received an invitation to bc
represented by a delegate duiing the centennial celebration of the Gereformeerde Kerk in South Nrica at thc ‘beginning of 1959. Your committee reports
that it does not at the present time regard it as practicable to arrange for such
rcpresentation, hut recommends that the door be left open for the present. I n the
event that no delegate can be scnt, an appropriate communication will be transmitted.
O n amended motion it was determilied that thc Committee on Correspondence with
oeher Churches Ibe authorized to send the greetings of the Assembly to the next General
Assenilbly of the Korean Presbyterian Church.
O n motion it was determined that the Comniittee on Correspondence be instructed to
obtain insformation on the cost of transportation from Philadelphia to South AIfrica, and
from Eritrea to South Africa, and to report 6ack to this Assembly.
O n motion the Recommendation (paragraph No. 6) of the Committee was adopted.
It was moved that the Assembly instruct the Cornniittee on Correspondence to appoint
a fraternal delegate to the Synod of the Bible Presbyterian Ghurch meeting in Lakeland,

Florida in 1955.
I t was moved as an amendment that the Assembly elect a Fraternal Delegate.
T h e Assemibly recessed at 9: 15 o’clock after prayer by Mr. Galibraith.
FRIDlAY MOIFUVING
Following a devotional service led by Nlr. Coray, the Assembly reconvened at S: 35
o’clock with prayer by the Moderator.
T h e Minutes of Wednesday evening and Thursday were read and approvcd as
corrected.

On motion, the motions before the Assembly were laid on thc table.
O n amcnded motion it was determined that a committee of five, inclucling the Stated
Clerk, be elected as the Committee on Correspondence with Other Churches.
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The following were nominated to this Committee: Messrs. Stonehouse, Woolley,
Galbraith, Sloat, Moore, Hills, Cummings, Ctlelland and Van Til.
A ballot was cast.

Dr. Stonehouse reported for the Coinmittee to Conifer with Representatives of the
Christian Rdormed Church as foilows:

REPORT OF THE OOMlMITTEE TO CONFER WITH
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE CHRISTIm REFORMED O H U R C H
Your Committee, consisting of the Rev. Messrs. Atwell, Murray and Stonehouse and
Elder Roeber, held one conference with the Committee of the Christian Reformed
Churoh, consisting oE the Rev. Messrs. N. J. Monsma, B. E. Pekelder and C. J. Vos and
Elder P. Wattez.
T h e meeting was held in Princeton, N. J., on May 8, 1957, with all present except
Mr. Roeber, who expressed his deep regret at not being able to attend.
After considerable discussion the Committees decided to explore the question whether
fiere was within the Committees an agreement on general perspectives regarding relationships between the two denominations, and arrived unanimously at the following formula
tion :
1. In view of the unity of the body of Christ and in view of the basic community
that exists between T h e Christian Reformed Church and T h e Orthodox Pregbyterian
Church in doctrine, polity, and practice it is an obligation resting upon these two Churches
to make every legitimate endeavor to bring this unity and community to their consistent
expression in the organic union of the two denominations.
2. I t would, however, be prejudicial to this ultimate objective and unrealistic to fail
to take account of the differences which exist between the two denominations, and it is
therefore necessary to face these differences and explore ways and means of resolving them.
I n order to promote these aims it is indispensable that conference between representatives
of the two Churches be increasingly cultivated, and it is advisable that the two Churches
consider carefully the estarblishment d sisterly relations.
3. I n view of the ahorementioned community and to the end of promoting greater
understanding and harmony it is proper that the Churches consider greater cooperation in
the conduct of enterprises which they have in common such as those in home and foreign
missionary work.
If there are no instructions to the constrary, the Committees plan to confer again in
September, 1957.
On motion the Committee was continued.
T h e tellers reported the election of IMessrs. Stonehouse, Clelland, and Cummings to
the Committee on Correspondence with Osther Churches.
Further ballots were cast and (Mr. Woolley was elected on the fourth rballlot.
The Moderator appointed Mr. Moore to prepare Resolutions of Thanks.
O n motion it was determined that the Committee on Correspondence with Other
Churches be requested to submit to the Twenty-fifth General Assembly for consideration
and adoption definitions indicating the degree of relationship involved in such terms as
“sister church relationship,” “fraternal church relationship,” and other terms which would
define our relationship with any other churches with which we may have correspondence.
Mr. DeVelde presented the following report of the Committee on Pensions:

REPORT OF THG ~ ~ ~ M I M I T ?ON
~ EPENSIOINB
E
Fathers and Brethren:
Your Committee on Pensions gave its last report to the Twenty-second General Assembly in 1955, at which time the Assemlbly adopted a substitute motion
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for the Committee’s recommendation, to the effect “that the General Assembly
call to the attenion of its ministers the provisions of the Government’s Social
Security program, and remind ministers that those interested should file immediately with the official designated by the Internal Rcvenuc Service a certificate of
their desire to be included in the Plan.”
During the intervening two years this desire of the 1955 AssemBly has been
fulfilled and the ministers have been reminded a number of times o€ the official
time limits set by the Federal Government .for the inclusion of presently ordained
ministers under the Social Security Act. Now that April 15, 1957, has passed,
the numiber of our ministers at present on the rolls of the presbyteries of The
Orthodox Presbyterian Church who will derive lbenefits from the Federal Social
Security Act has been finally determined. While no careful canvass has been
made of the ministers of our church, this committee has die impression that the
large majority of our ministers has by individual and voluntary decision come
under the Social Security Act and will in due tinic benefit by its provisions. This
very situation indicates clearly that the total or over-all problem faced by this
committee has lbeen reduced tremendously, and that our effort, now that Social
Security has opened its door to our ministers, is not to provide a plan for the
entire amount of pension needed by our ministers but rather a pension providing
a supplementary amount to be added to Social Security benefits.
At the Twenty-second General Assembly in 1955 the third recommcndatioii
of this committee was adopted, with onc small1 deletion, to the effect “that this
General Assembly continue this committee on Pensions for another year in ordcr
to further study the Social Security Act and advise the General Assemably on its
requirements and problems, and to continue a study of ways and means whereby
T h e Orthodox Presbyterian Church might provide an additional pension plan to
further assist aged ministers and the families of ministers who have come to
early decease.”
I n connection with this action of the 1955 Assembly this committee has
.been slow in undertaking its assignment. T h e delay has been occasioned in part
by our first attention being givczll to the progress of our ministers coming in under
the Federal Social Security Act. T h e committee has also been hampered ,by the
distance of its members from each other and the difficulty of getting together.
Aside from some correspondence, thc Pcnsion Committee has had one meeting,
at which three of its four members were able to attend and that for only a
limited length of time. The committee is slowed down, furthermore, by the very
complexity of its problem of setting up a plan that is suitable for the supplementation of the Social Security benefits. I n the nature of the case there must be
given much study and inquiry into the matter before anything definite and concrete may be placed before the Assemibly for consideration and adoption.
T h e best that we can say at this time is that your Committee on Pensions
is now at work on its problem. W e have begun a contemplated series of rncetings
to discuss our assignment. W c have had the voluntary assistance of Mr. William
Webster, a representative uf T h e Travelers in Philadelphia, who is supplying
ideas and facts and figures along the lines that we nced them. W e have just recently been approached by T h e Presbyterian Ministers’ Fund with a suggestion
for consultations on our problem, inasmuch as they have a number of Pension
Plans in effect. Other contaats arc expected until we find what we feel is the
solution to our Orthodox Presbyterian Church needs.
Some questions that must ;be considered thoroughly by committee and Assembly are:
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1. W h a t typc of pension plan shall be set up, a professionalily or self adminis
tered plan?
2. How much supplement will be needed, how soon, and at what age?
3. W h a t additional benefits should be included?
4. On what grounds shall benefits bc determined, length of service in the ministry or length of service in T h e Orthodox Presbyterian Church?
5. Should the ministers themselves participate in the cost of the plan? And
many othcr things.
W e would recommend that the General Assembly continue this committee
indefinitcly under its present assignment, and that additional members be added
to the committee.

Respeatfully submitted,
Ralph E. Clough
David H. Henry
William C. Colsman
Everett C. DeVeldc
July 16, 1957
O n amended motion it was determined that this Committee be continued and that
the Moderator appoint three additional members to the Committee. Messrs. Edward Haug,
Marsden, and Galbbraith were appointed.

Mr. G r a y began presentation of the Report of the Committee on Overtures and
Communications.
Concerning Overture No. 1 from the Presbytery from Wisconsin the Committee reported as follows:
With respect to Overture 1, die committee recommends that the General
Assemlbly adopt the overture in the following modified form: T h e Twenty-fourth
General Assembly of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church directs the Presbyteries
to remind the various Sessions of the past actions of general assemblies in regard
to the Masonic Order and other si,milar organizations.
On motion it was determined to change the word “directs” to “urges.”
The amended recommendation of the Committee was moved.
O n motion Mr. Marston was granted an extension of time to complete his remarks.
An amendment was moved to add the words “and to enquire of each session as to
what action is being taken to exycdite these decisions.”
At 10:50 o’clock it was moved that the motion he laid on the tablc for fifteen
minutes.
Mr. Coray continued to give the report of the Committee on Overtures and Comniunica tions.
Concerning Overture No. 6 from the Presbytery of New Jersey, the Committee recommended that with respeat to this Overture, the General Assembly express its gratitude
at being told of a renewed emphasis upon the Reformed Faith, i n the Bible Presbyterian
Church and express the hope that individuals of the two communions will continue to
find opportunities for ‘mutual discussion of, and fellowship in, the Reformed Faith.
On motion it was twice determined to continue the present !business.
O n amended motion the Committee on Correspondence with Other Churches was
directed to seek to engage i n discussion with any similar committee of the Bible Presby
terian Church (Columlbus Synod) with respect to the relation between the two communions.
T h e motions concerning (Oventure No. 1 were taken from the table.
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It was moved as a substitute for the amendment that the following words be added:
“and to enquire of the sessions what measures are being taken to expedite compliance with
the recommendation of rhe seventeenth General Assembly (Minutes, y. 31) as follows:
‘That the Assemfbly urge the sessions and presbyteries to apply in their instruction and
discipline the approach recommended in the report submitted to the Seventeenth General
Assemibly.’ ”
Upon request the Moderator excused Mr. DeWaard from further attendance at the
Assembly.
T h e Assemlbly recessed at 11:45 o’cluck after prayer by Mr. Graham.

FRIDAY AFTERNOOlN
T h e Assembly reconvcned at 1 : 15 o’clock with prayer by Mr. Clough.
T h e substitute ifor the amendment was lost.
T h e following was substituted +or the amendment: “and that this General Assembly
urge the sessions and presbyteries to apply in their instruction and discipline the approach
recommended in the report submitted to the Seventeenth General Assembly.” The main
motion was amended by this addition.
T h e motion as amended was lost. Messrs. Atwell, Reitsma, Moses, Marston, and
1 avares recorded their affirmative votes. Mr. Atwell gave notice of intention to protest.
.-I

Mr. Coray continued the report of the Committee on Overtures and Communications.
Regarding Overture No. 2, from the Yresibytery of the Dakotas, (the ‘Committee recommended that the General Assembly propose to the prmbyteries that the Form ot
Government, Chap. 11, Section 7, first sentence, ibe amended to read, “The General
Assenibly shall meet at least once in every two years.” T h e Committee reminded the
Assembly that this will require in addition the emendation of Standing Rule No. 52.
O n amended motion the recommendation of the Committee was reFerred to the
Committee on Revisions to the Form ~ l f Government and Book of Discipline.
Concerning Overture No. 3, From the Presbytery of Ohio, the Committee on Overtures and Communications recommended no action.
O n motion it was determined that, in view of the desires of the Eureka Clacsis, Reformed Church in the United States, for closer fellowship, the Committee on Correspondence with Other Churches be charged to undertake conversztions with the similar
committee of that Church with a view to the development of closer relationships.

A substitute motion that Qwrture No. 3 be adopted was carried.
Upon request, the Moderator excused Mr. Stryker from Further attendance at the
Assemlbly.
Concerning Overture No. 4, from the Presbytery of California, the Committee recommended that no action [be taken.
On motion the recommendation OlE thc Coninlittee was adopted.
Concerning Overture No. 5, from the Presbytery of California, the Committee recommended that no action be taken. On motisn lthe recommendation was adopted.
Concerning the invitation from the Synod of the Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland,
meeting at Assen, August 27, 1957, the Committee recommended that the General Assembly request the Rev. Robert D. Knudsen to serve as the Fraternal Delegate.
O n motion the recornmendation w a s adopted with the addition of the words, “if hrz
plans to be in Europe at that time.”

--
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Mr. Kellogg reported for the Committee on the Philadelphia Request as follows:
According to Chapter XV Section 16 of the Form of Government ;i minister
who seeks admission to the Orthodox Presbyterian Church from another denomination must give evidence that he possesscs the qualifications in regard to piety,
faith and learning which are demanded of candidates for ordination. These requirements according to chapter XTV, Section 1 I , include satisfactorily sustaining an examination in Greek and Hebrew. Such an examination cannot be
omitted unless the Presbytery first refers the whole matter to the General Assembly for aclvicc. Also lthe Presbytery must judge that the omission of any
particular requircrnent is m arranted ky the exceptional qualifications cf the
candidate.
The requirement of a knowlcdge of the Grcek and Hebrew language is
intended no doubt to give assurance of more accurate exegesis of the Scripture
and thus to be an added guard against the entrance of heresy into the churcli.
Therefore, the exceptional qualifications should give evidence of sound Reformed
preaching.
I n this case the minister who is applying for admission into the Philadelphia
Presbytery is the Rev. Arrhur A. Froehlich, who has been in the ministry of the
Presbyterian Church in the U. S. for the past 21 years and has served as pastor
of the Maitland Presbyterian Church of mai it land, Florida for the pas: nine years.
At no less than four meetings, the Prcsbytery of Philadelphia has been
considering the ecclesiastical prdblenis facing Mr. Froehlich and also the Maitland
congregation. T h e application of lthe congrcgation to be a particular congregation
of our denomination has Been approved and thus the church is now enrolled as
one of the churches of the. Philadelphia Presbytery.
Considerable investigation was made concerning the applicant, the Rev.
Arthur A. Froehlich, and the Presbytery reports that it found him to be exceptionally qualified, as an experienced pastor and contender Eor the faith. T h e Presfbytery is proposing that exception be allowed to his lack of the requirements in
Hebrew and Greek.
Your committee has consulted the Clerk of the Presbytery of Philadelphia,
the Chairman of its Committee on Credentials, and the Rev. John P. Galobraith,
who with the Rev. John P. Clelland, visited the congregation and examined the
members of its session.
It has been persuaded that Mr. Froehilich does possess exceptional qualifications which are reflected in his theological discernment and his atbility to give
sound instruction in the Reformed Faith. It also recognizes certain problems that
would make the studying cvf Greck and Helxew at this time appear most difficult.
As evidence of the strong chzracter, leadership ability and sound preaching
of Mr. Froehlich the committce would call the attention of the Assemlbly to the
following facts:
During a period a€ vigorous opposition to him by a Commission of the Presbytery to which he belonged, the members of the Maitland congregation were
united in their stand with him. I t is said to have ,been his practice to give instruction in the Westminster Confcssion of Faith to applicants for membership
in the Maitland congregation. T h e Commission of the Prevbytery of Philadelphia which examined the Session reported its memibers well instructed in the
Reformed Faith. T h e examination of Mr. Froehlich in theology was approved by
the Presbytery of Philadelphia without a dissenting vote. Letters of recommendation from other ministers in the Presbyterian Cnhurch in the U. S . commend him
highly as a faithful minister of the gospel who is committed to the Reformed
Faith and as one who in no sense has merited the censure of deposition ad-
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niinistered to him by that denomination. Such letters were recehed from: Dr.
William lehilds Robinson of Coluliibia Theologkal Seminary, Dccatur, Ga., Dr.
John R. Richardson, pastor of the Westminster Presbyterian Church 06 Atlanta,
Ga., and Dr. Henry 13. Dcndy, Ecjitor of the Southern Presbyterian Journal.
Recommendation :
That the General Assemibly advise the Presbytery of Philadelphia that the
Assembly approvcs the mission of the requirements pertaining to a knowledge
of Greek and Hebrew in the case of the Rev. Arrhur A. Froehlich, but that it
would also remind the Presbytery of its duty to be well assured &thathe possesses
such exceptional qualifications as would warrant such an omission, and would
urge that no action be taken which would hinder the maintenance OS the peace
and purity of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church.
On motion the recommendation was adopted.
Dr. Stonehouse reported for the Committee on Correspondence with Other Churches
that the approximatc cost of travel from Philadelphia to South Arrica by air, round trip,
(tourist) is $1,125.00, $first class, $1,525.00. That travcl by sea to Capetown is approximately $1,200.00 round trip except perhaps by cargo ship, and that travel from Eritrea to
South Africa by air is something over $500.00 round trip, tourist class.
O n motion it was deterrnined that the Assembly send two delegates to the Reformed
Ecumenical Synod meeting in South Africa during May or August, 1958.
T h e Assembly gave common consent to hcaring a report from thc Travel Committec
by Mr. Eckardt as follows: T h e Committee on ithe Travel Fund recommends that the
Travel Fund be disbursed on the following basis: All commissioners who have submitted
vouchers shall be paid 3c per mile ior all mileage aibove 200 miles (round trip), plus Ic
per mile for all travel albove 2400 miles (round trip).
On motion the recommendation w a s adopted.
T h e fullowing were nominated as delegates to the RelFormcd Ecumenical Synod :
Messrs. tClelland, Woolley, Stonehouse, Murray, Duff, E. J. Young, Mahaffy, and
Clowney.
T h e Assembly recessed at 6 : O O o’clock after prayer by Mr. Ellis.
FlUDAY EVENING

A popular service in charge of the Committee on Foreign Missions was conducted
with Mr. Galbraith as Chairman. An offering was received for the Committee on Foreign
Missions. T h e Rev. Herbert S. Bird of the Eritrea Mission and the Rev. Bruce F. Hunt of
the Korea Mission addressed the meeting.
SATU,RDAY IMOIRNING
Following a devotional service led by Mr. Tavares, the Assembly reconvened at 8:30
o’clock with prayer by Mr. Bachman.

The Minutes of Friday’s morning and afternoon sessions were read and approved as
read.

On separate motions the names of Messrs. Clowney and Murray were removed from
nomination $or delegates to the Reformed Ecunienical Synod, at their own request.
On motion it was determined that the person receiving the third highest majority of
votes cast be the aherna te delegate.
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LVr. Galbraith reported for the Committee on Revisions to the Form of Government
and Book of Discipline as follows:

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON REVISIolNS TO THlE
F Q M OF GOVERNIMEJNT AND BOOK OF DLSCJP~LINB
Fathers and Brethren:
T h e Committee on Revisions to the Form of Government and Book of
Discipline reports that it is giving consideration to the alteration of certain portions of the Ijevised Version of a Form of Government and hopes !to be able to
report concerning it tc the church in advance of the next General Assembly.
During the past year the Committee has been unable to give as much attention
to the work assigned to it as in former years due to the pressure on certain members of the Committee arising from other duties.
T h e Committee recommends (1) that this General Rssembjy discuss the
Revised Version of n Form of Government, particularly chapters XII, ff., and ( 2 )
that lthe [Committee (be continued.
T h e tellers reported the election of Dr. Stonehouse as a delegate to the 13eformed
Ecumenical Synod.
On motion the first recommendation uf the Conimittce on Revisions to the Form OF
Government and Book of Discipline that this General Assemlbly discuss the Revised Version
of the Form of Government, particularly chzptcrs XII, ff. was laid on thc table.

On motion the second recommendztion, thzt the Committee be continued was adopted.

Mr. Clelland was elected as a second delegate to the Reformed Ecumenical Synod on
the third #ballot.
O n motion it was detcrmined that the Assembly elect a n alternate from among those
originally nominated.
{Dr. Stonehouse presented a request concerning the Rcformed Ecumenical Synod that
suggestions concerning matters to he taken up at the Synod be given io the delegates.
O n amended motion it was determined that the Committee on Correspondence with
Other Cahurches {be authorized to appoint fraternal delcgates to various ecclesiastical assemblies, not only in cases which have been directly referred to $theCommittee for action, but
also i n other cases where the Assemlbly has not anticipated the convening of assemblies of
churches which are members of the Raformed Ecumenical Synod or to which the Orthodox
Presbyterian Church has previously sent fraternal delegates.
The tellers reported the election of Mr. Duff as alternate delegate to the Reformed
Ecumenical Synod.
O n motion the matter, “that the Assenilbly instruct the Committee on Correspondence
with Other Churches to appoint a Fraternal Delegate to the Synod of the Bible Presbyterian Church meeting in Lalteland, Florida, in 1958,” was taken from the taible.
T h e previous question was moved and carried. T h e main motion carried. Mews.
Graham, Peterson, Dortubach, Sloat, and Conn requested that their negative votes be
recorded.
O n motion the docket was amended to have the Assembly recess for lunch at 12:OO

A t , to reconvene at 1: 15 o’clock, and if the Assenhly be still i n session at 5:OO o’clock,
to recess until {Monday morning.
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O n motion the docket was amended to permit the Report of the Liaison Representative
of the World Home Bible League and the address by the reprcsentative o€ the League to
be hcard at this time.
Mr. Eyres gave the report of the Liaison Representative to the World Home Bible
League as follows:
Anothcr ycar in the life of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church has passed. Another
year has shown growth, but that growth has not been without heartaches and struggles. As
it should be, a n emphasis has becn placed on missions giving and missionary work. One of
the many causes we have_ tried to support is the work of the World Home Bible League.
W e who represent the church in the work of the League wish to report on the activities
of the League during 1956 and to commend it to the support of the churches during the
coming year. Statistics in this report are for the calendar ycar 1956.
T h e numtber of Scriptures and Scripture portions shipped for distrabution in the
United States was 121,147 of which 17,586 were complete Bibles. T h e number shipped
to foreign countries was 112,629 of which 4,181 were complete Bibles. Oif the Scripture
portions dispersed in the United States 29,000 were New Testaments, while 43,000 New
Testaments were sent to foreign countries. Thesc testaments were in both English and
Spanish. “God Speaks”, an all-Scripture tract in English and Spanish, were distributed
throughout the world to the amount of many thousands. I n all, these Scriptures were
distributed in 30 foreign countries.
A great work is currently being done in *Mexico and Culba (not to mention India,
Japan and other far-flung fields). T h e message af Christ is reaching many primitive peoples in hard-to-reach places i n Mexico. A retired Christian Mcxican general is making this
work possible. His zeal for the distribution of the Scriptures is the mcans 0s many conversions at meetings held under auspices of missions receiving League Bilbles and Scripture
portions. This is abut one of the many instances of dedicated efforts throughout the world
of individuals and groups helped by the League i n getting out the Word with its lifegiving power.
All the monies used by the World Home Biible League in its unique ministry are
derived from consecrated sources. About 45% comes through the “World Banks”. T h e
next largest source is the 33% which comes from churches and individual donations. A
few outstanding gifts in the latter category are: $4,000 donated by a widow employed by
the League, $1 1,000 from a lboard memiber and his business associates; still another board
member contr3buted $2,000 worth of office equipment. I n God’s good providence, the
League was entrusted with approximately $67,000 in 1951. I n 1956 this figure has rism
to $212,000.
T h e men of the Board, who determine the policies af the League are men of prayer.
All the many meetings are opened and closed with prayer. Prayer meetings for the
League’s work are held every Monday morning at their headquarters at 425 W. 107th
Street, Chicago, Illinois.
This report would not be complete without telling what part the Orthodox Presbyterian Church has had in this work. Total known gifts from churches and individuals in
the Orthodox Presbyterian Church was $522.29. Of this amount $298.85 came through
“World Banks”. T h e balance was from twelve churches, and most of that from film showings which means that there was far less than $223.44 net help to the League.
I t should also be noted that, in addition to the full-time services of its director, Mr.
William A. Ackerman, the League has added the services of Miss Donna Spaan. Miss
Spaan labors primarily in the promotional end of the League’s work, speaking to women’s
groups in the churches which are interested in the support of the organization. She is a
former Christian School teacher of several years’ experience. Your represcntatives can, with
knowledge of her aibilities, heartily commend her services to our churches.

TWENTY-FOURTH
GENERAL
ASSEMBLY

54

T h e World Home Bible League is doing a great missionary work. I t is its desire and
policy to work through evangelical Christian churches and missionary onganizations. W e
in the Orthodox Presbyterian Church have also been recipients of Scriptures donated by
the League for use in our missionary work. I t is our hope and prayer that the Orthodox
Presibyterian Church will make a sincere effort to support the work of the World Home
Babble League by whatever means it is able to use.
Edward F. Klokow, liason representative
Lawrence R. Eyres, alternate
Mr. William A. Ackerman addressed the Assembly on Behalf of the World Home
Bible League.
O n motion Mr. Ackerman wcs granted the privilege of the floor to answer a question
from the floor.
On motion it was determined that the Assembly continue the Liaison Representative
and Alternate, and that the work of the World Home Biible League be commended to the
Church.
O n motion the docket was aiiiended to hear the following protest at this time, presented by Mr. Marston.
W e the lollowing members of the Twenty-fourth General Assemlbly of the
Orthodox Presbyterian Church, respectfully protest the action of this AssemHy
in refusing to pass the following motion:
“That the Twenty-fourth General Assembly of the Orthodox Presbyterian
Church urges the Presbyteries to remind the various sessions of the past actions
of )general assemblies in regard to the $Masonic Order and other similar organizations, and that this General Assemlbly urge the Sessions and Presbyteries to apply
in their instruction and discipline the approach recommended in the report sub
mitted to the Seventeenth General Assembly.”
W e protest this refusal for two re3sons:
1. Such action as the motion contemplated is necessary. Despite the motion
passed by the Seventeenth General Asscmibly, several Masons have #been admitted to membership ob: the Orthodox Presbyterian Church since that time,
namely 1950. W e also regret that efforts made to deal with Mascns and those
belonging to other similar organizations who helong to the Orthodox Presbyterian
Church have not been uniform.

2. T h e action urged by the above motion is proper. W e recognize that judicial discipline is also in order. N o dodbt the time has arrived for such action. I t
may be observed however, that if those who believe that this is the only mode of
procedure had talken such action, the overture from Wisconsin Presbytery might
not have been necessary.
W e maintain, hawevcr, that thc Standards of the Orthodox Presbyterian
Church give this Assemlbly the right to give such a directive to piesibyteries and
sessions. Chapter XI Section 5 of the Form of Government lists among the duties
d the General Assembly that of “bearing testimony against errors in doctrine . . .
in any church or presbytery.” Chapter X X X I Section I1 of the Confession of
Faith contains this statement, “It belongeth to Synods and councils ministerially
to . . set down . . . directions for the better ordering 06 , . the government of
rhe church . . . not only ifor their agreement with the word, but also for the
power whereby they are made, as being an ordinance of God, appointed thereunto
in his Word.”
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T h e attention of the Assembly is callled partkularly to the truth that Synods
and councils, not only have the power to set down rules {but also directions.
Respectfully submitted,
Robert L. Atwell
John lVIurray
C. Henbert Oliver
Lester R. Bachman
Carl J. Reitsma
Calvin K. Cummings
U7ilEred Gesch, Sr.
Harold Roskamp
Henry Y. Tavares
Arthur W. Icuschlte, Jr.
George W. Marston
John Verhage
Wilfred R. Moses
T h e Moderator ruled that a further statement signed ,by IMr. Marston alone was out of
order since it was not a protest. On appeal the Moderator was sustained.
T h e Clerk read the Ifollowing ;Resolution of Thanks prepared iby Mr. Moore.
Resolved that the Twenty-fourth General Assembly express hearty thanks
and igratefuil appreciation to the Immanuel Orthodox Presbyterian Church, West
Collingswood, iNew Jersey, for its gracious hospitality and many courtesies extended the commissioners and visitors for their comfort and pleasure, and to the
Committee on Arrangements for the excellent provision which they have made
for the meeting of the Assembly.
T h e Resolution was adopted.
T h e Assemlbly recessed at 12:OO o’clock, after prayer by Mr. Verhage.
SATUiRDAY AF’TEFWOON
T h e Assembly reconvened at 1: 15 o’clock with prayer by IMr. R. Johnston.
Mr. Eckardt gave a report on ibehaliF of the Travel Fund Committee.
Mr. IMarsden reported for the Committee on a Hymnal as Follows:
RIWORT OF THlE 1001M8MITTG.E QN A HYMlNAL
T h e Twenty-third General Assembly gave approval to the contents of the
hymnal and authorized the Committee to finance and publish it. T h e Committee
has accordingly undertaken this work during the past year. It has held {ourteen
meetings of an average of about three hours each. A large number of prablems
and details, and reports of sub-committees, were considered.
First attention has ibeen given to the raising of funds. A plan was finally
adopted different horn that mentioned in the Committee’s Report to Ithe Twentythird Assembly. That Report said, “We are trusting the churches will order
5,000 copies at $2.50 a copy” (p. 47). This implied that each church would ibe
asked to order hymnals at a fixcd purchase price per copy. Inasmuch as 5,000
copies at a reasonable purchase price would not *be sufficient to finance pulblication, it was contemplated that the remainder of the fund necessary would be
raised iby other means. But this approach has been aibandoned in favor of a direct
campaign to finance the whole cost of publication by contrabutions from the
churches.
General assemblies for the past seven years have approved the wonk of the
Committee, and the Twenty-third Assenibly authorized publication of the hymnal
as The Hymnal of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church. Publication, with its cost,
is therefore the responsibility of the church as a whole.
T h e estimated cost of an edition of 10,000 copies, or, perhaps, $40,000, was
divided iby the total numiber of communicants in the church, with the result that
a contribution of a n average of $6.67 from each communicant mehber was
arrived at as the amount to be sought. It was also provided that each church
should receive one copy of the hymnal for each $6.67 contributed, the disposition
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of any surplus hymnals or funds to be determined iby a subsequent general assembly. This plan was put into execution through the employment of the Rev.
Robert L. Thoburn, !who prepared letters which were sent through the sessions
to each communicant memiber. As a result, thirty-nine churches and nineteen
indwiduals have responded thus far; $8,703.31 has been received, of which there
is a balance of $8,360.96: and there are indications that numerous churches have
suibstantial amounts pledged or will t&e offerings later in the year. It is contemplated that publication can begin as soon as half the required cost has been
received. T h e Rev. LeRoy B. Oliver has ‘been elected treasurer of the Committee.
T h e Rev. Robert W. Eckardt has been employed to dean1 with the problem
of clearing the words or music of copyrighted hymns, and this has necessitated a
very considerafble correspondence which has not yet been completed. Thus far
$294.08 has (been authorized for the payment of copyright fees.
T h e Committee has employed Mr. Wilfred G. Clelland, a former memlber
of the Committee, and a capaible musician, to edit all the music of the hymnal.
This he has done. Many hymns have been lowered in key and thus made easier
to sing. Others have Qeen given improved harmonization. I n 117 cases where
“Amen’s” were missing they have been supplied.
Other editorial labors have :been undertaken, in preparation for publication.
T h e list of hymns has been altered to conform to the actions of the Twentythird General Assembly in deleting, adding or changing certain hymns, and other
considerations also dictated alterations in the Committee’s list of hymns. T h e
following hymns have been omitted:
By the sea of crystal . .
I n the early morning . . .
Lord God, the Holy Ghost . . .
Lord, it belongs not to my care . . .
Lord, thy glory fills the heavens . . .
Nearer, my God, to thee , . .
Not haughty is my heart . . .
0 for a faith that will not shrink . . .
Sing a new song to Jehovah . .
T h e following hynms have been added:
Behold th’ amazing gift of love. 469, Pres. Canada, 1918.
-Newington
Christ shall have dominion. 82, Bilble Songs U.P., 1927. -St. Gertrude
Come, let us sing unto the Lord. Ps. 98, Asso. Ref. Pres. Psalter, 1931.
-Duke Street
Faith of our farhers. 422, Pres. U.S.A., 1911.
-St. Catherine
1 am Jesus’ little lamb. 648, Lutheran, Concordia, 1941.
-Weil Ich Jesu Schaflein Bin
Lf w e have forgotten the name of our God. Ps. 44, as in C. R.
Psalter Hymnal No. 87
Like Zion’s steaaast mount are they. Ps. 125, U. P. Psalter, 1912
0 God, thy judgments give the King. Ps. 72, Ref. Pres. Psalter, 1940
-0stend
0 praise, the Lord, for he is good. Ps. 107, Ref. Pres. Psalter, 1940 -Newell
0 that I had a thousand voices. 30, Lutheran, Concordia, 1941
-0 Dass Ich Tausend
T h e King shall come when morning dawns. 263, Pres. U.S.A., 1911
-St. Stephen
T h e man who once has found abode. Ps. 91, Ref. Prcs. Psalter, 1940
-Uxbridgc

.
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T h e praiscs of thy wonders, Lord. Ps. 89, Church of Scotland Psalter, 1886
-Sheffield
-Beverley
Thou art coining, 0 my Saviour. 260, Pres. U.S.A., 1911
With ,broken heart and contrite sigh. 453, Pres. U.S.A., 1911
-St. Luke
With harps and with viols. 369, T h e Coronation Hymnal, 1894
-The New Song
T h e Twenty-third General Assembly also determined that those ,wishing to
make further suggestions should send them to the Committee beEore October I ,
1956. Qnly two people did so, and as a result various minor changes were made
and six of the above hymns were added, based on ,the Psalms.
T h e whole list was re-examined for editorial corrections. T h c suibject index
of 626 headings, with 2,552 listings for 718 hymns, has been completed. A
Scripture text has #been assigned to each hymn. T h e text of the Psalter selections
for responsive reading has been edited and prepared for the press. A check has
lbeen made to secure uniformity and accuracy of the names of hymn tunes,
authors and composers. T h e Committee has also worked on a list of opening
sentences for worship.
T h e Committee has been unable to find any satisfactory name for the volume
other than T h e HymnaZ of the Orthodox Presbyterian Chztrch, and would greatly
welcome the advice of the General Assembly on this matter.
T h e !Committee recommends:
1. That the General Assembly call to the attention of the churches: &at there
are urgent reasons for the very prompt publication of the hymnal; that the publication of the hymnal, as the hymnal of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, is
the responsi(bi1ity of the entire Church; and that a sufficient number of contributions or pledges must Ibe on hand before publication can begin.
2. That the ]Committee b e continued.
O n separate motions the reconimendations were adopted.
“ h e Assemcbly gave common consent to the hearing of farewell remarks by the Rev.

C. van der Woude. Mr. van der Woude addressed the Assembly, and the Modcrator responded with appropriate remarks.
Mr. Kuschke and Mr. Tavares gave the report of the Committee to Study the Scouting lklovement and Mr. OEllis the minority report, as follows:
RbEPORT OF THE COMbMITTEE T O STUDY THE S C O U T I N G MOVEMENT
T O THE TWENTY-FOURTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY
T h e Twenty-second General Assembly erected a committee of three “to make a
thorough study of the Scouting Movement in the light of Scripture and the Reformed
standards’’ and to “report its findings to the Twenty-third General Assembly” (Minutes,
pp. 56f). T h e members of the committee reported to the Twenty-third Assembly that they
had been unable to meet (Minutes, p. 5). It was decided by the Twenty-third AssemBly
“to dismiss the Committee to Study the Scouting Movement and to elect a new committee
of three memlbers” (Minutes, p. 30; see also p. 39). T h e new committee presents herewith
its report to the Twenty-fourth General Assembly.
T h e Boy Scout movement owes its beginning to Lord Baden-Powell of England. I-Ie
had had experience in training the British constabulary in South Africa, and on returning
to England he decided to develop his ideas into a program for boys. H e studied the programs of many organizations, including “The Sons of Daniel Boone” and “The Woodcraft Indians” in America. I n 1907 he took a group of twenty boys to camp on Brownsea
Island off the coast of England, and that was the beginning of the Boy Scouts.
T h e idea spread rapidly to other countries. It reached America through William D.
Boyce, a Chicago publisher who was helped by a Boy Scout on a foggy night in London.
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Boycc and others incorporated the movement on February 8, 1910 as the BOY SCOUTS
OF AMEFUCA, and in 1916 it received from Congress a Federal Charter and protection
to the uniform, insignia, and terms peculiar to Scouting. T h e President of the United
States is Honorary President, and all living former Presidents hold the honorary position
of Vice-president. It enjoys the support of Protestants, Roman Catholics, Jews, and a
number of other religious organizations, and it is estimated that about half of the Units
are operated by churches.
T h e Scout movement is worldwide. But although there is an International Buresu
which keeps in touch with the various national organizations, there is no international
controlling board. T h c highest controlling body in the United States is T h e National
Council of the Boy Scouts of America, which has its headquarters in New York City.
Subordinate Local Councils supervise local areas, and there is a whole system of Executive
boards, committees, and officials described in the Constitution and By-Laws of the Boy
Scouts of America.
Scouting is strictly non-political and non-military. And membership is open to all
boys within the proper age limits who will make the pledge required by the Scout Oath
or Promise and will agree to observe the Scout Law, regardless of race, color, creed, class,
or politics.
T h e purpose of Scouting is to train *boysin the essentials of good citizenship. And the
movement seeks to attain this goal by requiring a commitment to the ideals set forth in
the Smut Oath or Promise and in the Smut Law, and by providing a course of training in
a host of skills designed to teach selt-reliance and preparedness to help one’s neighbor and
serve one’s country. T o cultivate interest, a uniform is provided, and a system of badges
and awards is used by which recognition is given to progress and advancement in the
program. And the program is so organized as to provide ample opportunity for the development d leadership and for a good deal of open air activity fallowing the ideals of frontiersmen, backwoodsmen, and explorers.
Usually Scouting operates in connection with some other organization. I t is onlv
under unusual conditions that a charter is granted to an independent group of citizens
(By-Laws, Article XI, Section 1, Clause 2). T h e certificate of incorporation of the Boy
Scouts of America states “ ‘That the purpose of this corporation s h d l (beto promote, through
organization, and cooperation with other agencies, the ability of boys to do things for
themselves and others, to train them in Scoutcraft, and to teach them patriotism, courage,
self-reliance, and kindred virtues, using the methods which are now in common use by
Boy 6 outs,’ by placing emphasis upon the Scout Oath or Promise, and Law, lor character
develo,3ment, citizenship training and physical fitness.” (Constitution, Article 11).
T h e Constitution provides that all Scouts and Scouters must know and subscribe to
the Scout Oath or Promise, which is:
“On my honor I will do my best“To do my duty to God and my country, and to obey the Scout Law;
“To help other people at all times;
“To keep myself physically strong, mentally awake, and morally straight.”
T h e Constituition also requires that all Scouts and Scouters know and subscri>beto thc
Scout Law, which is:
1. A Scout is trustworthy - A Scout’s honor is to he trusted. Lf he were to violate his
honor (by telling a lie, or by cheating, or ;by not doing exactly a given task, when
trusted on his honor, he may be directed to hand over his Scout Badge.
2. A &out is loyal - H e is loyal t o all to whom loyalty is due; his .Scout Leader, his
home, and parents and country.
3. A Scout is helpful - H e must (beprepared at any time to save life, help injured persons, and share the home duties. H e must do at least one Good T u r n to somebody
every day.
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4. A Scout is friendly - H e is a friend to all and a brother to every other Scout.
5. A Scout is courteous - H e is polite to all, especially to women, children, and old
people, and the weak and helpless. He must not take pay for being helpful or
courteous.
6. A Scout is kind - H e is a friend to animals. H e will not kill nor hurt any living
creature needlessly, but will strive to save and protect all harmless life.
7. A Scout is obedient - H e obeys his parents, Scoutmaster, Patrol Leader, and all other
duly constituted authorities.
8. A Scout is cheerful - H e smiles whenever he can. His obedience to orders is prompt
and cheery. H e never shirks nor grumbles at hardships.
9. A Scout is t h d t y - H e does not wantonly destroy property. H e works faithfully,
wastes nothing, and makes the best use of his opportunities. H e saves his money so
that he may pay his own way, ‘be generous to those i n need, and helpful to worthy
objects. H e may work for pay, but must not receive tips for courtesies or G o d Turns.
10. A Scout is (brave - H e has the courage to face danger in spite of fear, and to stand
up for the right against the coaxings of friends or the jeers or threats of enemies, and
defeat does not down him.
11. A Scout is clean - H e keeps clean in body and thought, stands for clean speech,
clean sport, clean habits, and travels with a clean crowd.
12. A Scout is reverent - H e is reverent toward God. H e is faithful in his religious duties,
and respects the convictions of others in matters of custom and religion.
I n addition to their Oath or Prcjmise and their Law, the Boy Scouts of America also
have the motto BE PREPARED, and the slogan DO A GOOD T U R N DAILY.
Scouts are classified according to age groups. Boys from eight to ten are “Cub Scouts”,
those from eleven to thirteen are “Boy Scouts” and those fourteen or over are “Explorers”
(Bylaws, Article XI). The Cub Scouts differ from the others in having a Promise an6
Law, and a speoialized program, desig-ned for younger !boys. T h e C u b Scout Promise is as
follows:
“I, (name), promise to DO MY BEST
“To do my D U T Y to GOD and my CQUNTRY,
“To be SQUARE and
“To OBEY the Law of the Pack.”
T h e Law of the Pack is:
“The C u b Scout FOLLOWS Akela.
T h e C u b Scout HELPS the Pack go.
T h e Pack HELPS the Cub Scout grow.
T h e C u b Scout GIVES good will.”
Akela, pronounced Ah-Kay-La, means “good leader”; it is a name for the leader or Cubmaster, or Eor other leaders who help the Curb Scouts (Cubmaster’s Pack Book, 1955, pp.
277ff.) T h e abstract principle of following the leader is considered suitable for boys of
C u b Scout age; the principle is individualized in any one who is a C u b Scout leader. T h e
C u b Scouts are a part of the Boy Scouts of America and share those characteristics of
Scouting which are pertinent to this report.

SCOUTING
AND RELIGION
Scouting has a religious policy. It is set forth in Article IV of the Constitution.
Section 1 of this Article states:
“The Boy Scouts of America maintains that no boy can grow into the best kind of
citizenship without recognizing his dbligation to God. I n the first part of the Boy Scout
Oath or Promise, the boy declares, ‘On my honor I will do my (best to do my duty to
God and my country, and to obey the Scou! Law.’ T h e recognition of God as the ruling
and leading power in the universe, and the grateful acknowledgment d His favors and
blessings, are necessary to the best type of citizenship, and are wholesome precepts in
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the education of the growing boy. hTo matter what the !boy may be - Catholic or
Protestant or Jew - this fundamental need of good citizenship should be kept before
him. T h e Boy Scouts of America therefore recognizes the religious element in the training of the boy, but it is absolutely non-sectarian i n its attitude toward that religious
rraining. Its policy is that the organization or institution with which the Boy Scout is
connected shall give definite attention to his religious life.
“Only persons willing to subscribe to this declartion of principle shall be entitled to
certificates of leadership in carrying out the Boy Scout Program.
“The activities of the members af the Boy Scouts of America shall be carried on under
conditions which show respect for the convictions of others in matters of custom and
religion, as required by the Twelfth Scout Law, reading, ‘A Scout is reverent. H e is
ieverent toward God. H e is ‘faithful in his religious duties and respects the convictions
of others i n matters of custom and religion.’
“In no case where a Unit is connected with a church or other distinctively religious
Institution, shall #boys of other denominations or faith ibe required, because of their
memcbership in the Unit, to take part in or observe a religious ceremony distinctly
peculiar to that institution or church.”
From this article it appears that Scouting 1). Holds to a ibelief in a God. 2). Describes
this God as the ruling and leading power in the universe, and the giver of favors and
blessings. 3). Maintains that boys niust learn to recognize this God, to admit their abligations to him, and to acknowledge gratefully his favors and blessings, if they are to grow
into the best of citizens. 4). Requires all Scouts to promise on their honor to do their duty
to this God, and feels that i n so doing i t does no violence to anyone’s religious convictions.
5). Desires to remain strictly non-sectarian in its attitude toward the religious training af
thc Iboys. 6). Requires mutual respect of religious convictions among the boys in carrying
on Scouting activities. 7). Requires sponsor organizations to attend to the religious life of
the !boys. 8). Forbids sponsor organizations to h c e their religious practices on any ,boy
contrary to his faith, ibecause of his membership in a Unit.
Scouting evidently is anxious to insist upon religious training for the iboys without
telling the boys what religious training they should have. I n attempting to do this, it runs
into difficulties. T o justify religious training it has to speak of a God. But to avoid offence
to any relligious group it tries to describe God in terms that all will approve. Then it proceeds to require general submission to this God. Since the aim of the movement is to
develop the best kind of citizens, it really erects this policy as the ideal for the model
citizen.
I t might be too much to say that Scouting IS a religion. But it is clear that Scouting
HAS a religion. And at the heart of that religion is the acceptance of a God supposedly
recognized by Protestants, VCatholics, and Jews, and accepted by them all. If this conclusion
be correct, then it must *besaid that Scouting teaches a religion that is distinctly unbiblical
and unchliistian. A God accepta!ble to Catholics, Protestants, and Jews does not exist. Those
who do not honor the Son do not honor the Father. And the Jews do not honor the Son.
(John 5:23, I John 2:23, Luke 10: 16). I n requiring the boys to promise to do their duty
to a God understood to be acceptable to adherents of these three faiths, the Scout movement
seems clearly to require submission to a God that does not exist. This is to teach a form
of idolatry.
I t should be carefully noted at this point that although the Constitution mentions only
Catholics, Protestants, and Jews, in this connection, the Scout philosophy makes clear that
other religious ibodies cannot (beexcluded from the list. ?he Scout movement is worldwide.
Their views about (belief in God are really meant to be adaptdble to all religions. T h e fact
that even in this country the organization provides for a variety of religious awards, including a Mormon and even a Buddhist, is a clear indication that the mention of Catholics,
Protestants, and Jews is intended merely to illustrate, and not to define. T h e first Section
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of Article IV in the Constitution emphasizes that “no matter what the boy may be,” he
must recognize God as “the ruling and leading power in the universe” and be grateful for
his favors and ‘blessings. This is considered fundamental to good citizenship. But Scouting
“is absolutely non-sectarian in its attitude toward” the religious training of the boys. It
seems impossilble, therefore, to e s a p e the conclusion that the Scouts are here taught to
think of God as a term describing a being that all religions honor in common.
Another serious objection to Scouting is that it seems to put across the idea that the
ideal man and citizen admits the sacredness of everyone’s religion. Scouting teaches the
boys that it is their “duty” to respect other people for their beliefs and customs, and to
live their own. (Handbook for Boys, January, 1956, page 39). This is t!ie conception of
revcrence that Scouting advocates also in the twelfth Scout Law, which says that a Scout
is reverent when “He is f a i t h h l in his religious duties, and respects the convictions of
others in matters of custom and religion.”
Undoubtedly there is a wholesome and an unwholesome way to deal with religious
ideas that one does not consider true. But to follow a policy of respecting other lfaiths and
living your own is to run counter to the teaching of Scripture that only the truth sets mcn
free, and that no man comes to the Father but by Christ. And it makes pointless the Great
Commission of our Lord, which requires the Christian to evangelize the non-Christian. It
is a policy that fits i n with the conception of a “common denominator” God, and that is
very acceptable to a society quite soaked in Liberal theology and its teaching that all
religious roads lead to glory. But it is a policy destrucbive of Bsblical Christianity.
I n this connection it should be noted that Scout leaders must be willing to subscribe
to this religious ideology (Constitution, IV, 1, paragraph 2, as quoted above). Leaders are
also expected to teach it, for the Scout leader is told: “Talking over the ideals of Scouting
is the most important part of your session with the new boy
. So make the tbest possible
use a€the occasion, to help ths lboy understand the Scouting ideals and accept thern as his
code for the future.” (Hurtdbook for Scoutmasters, 1955, page 310).
I t is difficult to see how a Christian could bring himself to teach the ideals that have
been discussed thus far, if he understood the teaching of our Lord. Can he teach: “We are
created *byGod and we owe certain duties to this Heavenly Father of all of us. You learn
to perform these spiritual duties in your home and in your church or synagogue .
A
loving Scout son always asks his Heavenly Father’s pardon before he goes to bed at night
for any offense he may have committed in thought, word or deed during the day. This is
a ScoLt’s way of saying: ‘I am sorry, dear God, and with your help I will not offend you
again.’ Your own spiritual leader, minister, priest or rabbi will tcach you how to know
God better.” (Handbook for Boys, January, 1956, page 25).
I t does not take very much imagination to see that it must be a very confused boy
who hears his Scout leader teach an ideology like this one moment, and the next moment
hears him stress the exclusivism of Biblical Christianity. But how can an enlightened and
conscientious Christian !Scout Leader keep faith with the Scout Constitution and with thc
word of God without falling into a contradiction?
It must be clear also that in the pledge of the Scout Oath or Promise, this ideology 1s
involved in the reference to God and the duty that is to Ibe discharged: “I will do my tbest
to do my duty to God and my country, and to obey the Scout Law.” Though the niattcr
may not .be too clear to them, the )boys nevertheless really commit themselves to this way
of thinking. And the program of the movement will serve to impress it upon them.
Tihere is here an important consideration. While the Scout Oath or Promise lacks the
form of an oath, in the proper sense of that term, since there is no calling upon God to
witness (Cortf2ssion of Faith, XXII, l), it involves a commitment to God or a promise
made to God (“On my honor I will do my b s t to do my duty to God . .”). I t is therefore a vow. According to our Confession (XXII, 5-6), “A vow is of the like nature with a
promissory oath, and ought to Ibe made with the like religious care, and to be performed
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with the like fait!ifulness. It is not to )be made to any creature, but 10 God alone: and that
it may be accepted, it is to be made voluntarily, out af faith, and conscience of duty, in
way of thankfulness for mercy received . .’I.
At this point it may (bewell to consider the policy of the Boy Scouts with reference to
the control allowed the sponsoring church in spiritual matters. Will the church be permitted
to reject the common religious commitment of the Scout movement, in its spiritual program
for the troop under its sponsorship? O r is this control limitcd to such additions as the
Christian church may wish to make over and above the acceptance of that common
religious commitment?
“The Protestant Committee on Scouting”, an agency of the National Council OF
Churches, has published literature which is endorsed and sold ‘by the Boy Scouts of
America. From the folder, “Scouting Serves the Church” we quote:
“Scouting is willing to lose its own life to serve ,boys in the Church. T h e Boy
Scout Movement does not own a single Cuib Pack, Scout Troop or Senior Unit. ,411
of its Units are sponsored by parent institutions and the greatest of these is the
Church. Consider how Scouting is absorbed into the total program of the Church:
“When a Church adopts Scouting, the Unit :belongs to the Church, under the
provtisions of the Unit Charter, for the lulfillment of its spiritual objectives.
“A IScout Unit in the Church is a member of athe family, a child of the congregation and not just a n orphan taken in from the community for transient shelter,
warmth and nourishment.
“The leadership d Scouting in the Church is sclected from the (best laity o€ the
congregation by the Minister and his advisers.
“All activities of a Church Scout Unit are under the control of parish administration. Leaders are responsible to the Ministers and officers of the Church for an
account of their stewardship.
“A Church may add as much of the spiritual to the Scouting program as it
desires, provided that it respects the religious convictions of Scouts of other faiths
who have h e n invited to enroll in the Church Unit.”
T h e Protestant Committee on Scouting has also issued a manual entitled “‘1-he Scouting Program in Protestant Churches”. On page 10 this manual explains a distinction between the “Closed Unit” or “Open Unit” type of Church-sponsored Scout troop: “Each
Church will decide what type of Unit it will administer. It may have either a Closed Unit
or an Open Unit. A Closed Unit is limited to boys affiliated with the Church in othei
phases of its program. This type of Unit is more easily integrated into the educationdl
program of the Church. Such a Unit may have religious instruction and sectarian worship
as a part of the program. An Open Unit is open to all (boys, regardless of religious or institutional affiliation. Practically all Protestant Units are of this type.”
Further information as to the spiritual control of the sponsoring church is to ibe found
in the description of the !Religious Awards program. A religious award is given by a
Scout’s own church “in recognition of spiritual achievement.” T h e “God and Country
Award” is tor [boys “of all Protestant denominations.” Other awards, each with its own
achievement program, have ,been set up tor scouts of Lutheran, Roman Catholic, Eastern
Orthodox, Jewish , Mornon, and Buddhist affiliation. An “information folder’’ concerning
the “Church Scout Award,” published by the Protestant Committee on Scouting, says:
“Scouting recognizes the *basicimportance of religion in the process of character !building
and gives strong incentives toward the attainment of spiritual ideals. At the same time it
has avoided any semlblance of giving religious instruction because this is the prerogative
and thc responsiibility of the Church and the home. I n the Church Awards program a
Scout is directed to his spiritual home tor religious instruction and is encouraged #by Scouting to fulfill the standards estaiblished by the (Church to give him practical guidance in
the achievcrnent of the spiritual pledges made in the Scout Promise and the Twelfth Scout
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Law.” T h c azhievement program lies in the areas of Christian Faith, Christian Witness,
Christian World Outreach, Christian Citizenship, and Christian Fellowship.
W e draw the following conclusions: 1). Although there are strong assertions of the
u n t r o l of the church over the religious program olf the troop, and 04 the avoidance by
Scouting itself of “any semrhlance of religious instruction,” it is nevertheless clear that all
Scouts are regarded as having already made “spiritual pledges” which are to [be carried out
by the church. T h e church “may add as much of the spiritual to the Scouting program as
it desires.” 2 ) . “The spiritual pledges of the Scout Promise and the Tivel’fth Scout Law,”
as noted earlier in this report, constitute a religious commitment by all Scouts to a God
common to Protestants, Catholics, Jews and others. 3). It would appear that the- Scout
movement expects that all sponsoring churches will ibe willing to agree to its common
religious Commitment, and that sponsoring churches, insofar as they differ, merely seek to
add their own religious commitment. 4). T h e repetition of the Scout Oath or Promise,
considered as a vow to God, is a religious act which ought not to be engaged in indiscriminately in company with Boy Scouts of other than Christian faith. A barrier arises here
in connection with Courts of Honor or other meetings with other troops i n District or
Council gatherings, where the Oath may be repeated ‘by all. 5). A Christian church sponsoring a troop might conceivably use those elements from the Scout program which may be
given an independent interpretation in harmony with the church’s constitution, and might
adhere to a thoroughly Biiblical approach in instruction and worship. But to do these
things would be contrary to the Scout constitution and would be done in ibad faith toward
the Scout movement. 6 ) . A “Closed Unit” is not free from these strictures. As a part OF
the Scouting movement it is subject to the Scout constitution and must make the religious
commitment required of all Scouts. This commitmenL is incompatible with a n accompanying commitment to 13iblical Christianity. T h e advantage of providing memrbership in the
Closed Unit only for the ‘boys of the local church does not dhviate the problem. It only
makes more striking the antithesis between the “spiritual pledges” of Scouting which the
boys must make, and the religious instruction and worship which may ibe given them in
the Closed Unit.
SCOUTING
AND CHARACTER
BUILDING
Article V of the Scout Constitution, after speaking of the elements of the Scouting
program, continues in the second paragraph as follows: “In these activities and contacts
emphasis shall Ibe placed upon practice in daily life of the principles of the Scout Oath or
Promise and Law. By these means the progam shall seek to develop traits of character
which Scouts shall express in consideration and helpFulness toward others, in personal
courage, and albove all in lives of usdul citizenship, patriotism, and reverence toward God.”
Tihis quotation describes Scouting as having a character-building program. W h a t is to bc
the rule and standard in this program? T h e Shorter Catechism, Q. 39, says: “The duty
which God requireth -& man is obedience to his revealed will.” Does Scouting have a
moral purpose which it seeks to attain apart from the Word of God?
This charge seems to be justified, at least in part. There is no appeal to the Word of
God in support of the Scout Law, #forexample. The latest Handbook for Boys does say on
page 25: “On Mt. Sinai God gave to Moses the T e n Commandments. H e laid down
certain definite Laws sfor all. Not to steal, not to lie, not to abuse your ,body are some of
these Laws. Keeping these Commandments is an important step toward ibeing morally
straight.” Also on page 20, in the discgssion of his duty to God, the Scout is told: “Above
all you are gaithful to Almighty God‘s Commandments.” But this hardly constitutes a
serious effort to basc the program of Scouting for moral development upon the Word of
God.
But if this were the only uhjcction to Scouting, it might prove difficult to show that
it was enough reason tor rejecting the movement. Such reasoning would make it impossible for the Christian to be a part of any organization in the world with any rules of
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right and wrong, unless such organizations acknowledged the Word of God as the basis of
their rules. T h e Word of God O U G H T to be acknowledged everywhere, the Scouting organization included. But it seems difficult to show that a lailure or a refusal in this regard
on the part of an organization always makes it wrong &or the Christian to ibe a part of it.
T h e civil authorities (bind us to certain moral standards. Does this mean that we must
refuse to ,be citizens Because the state does not admit submission to the Word of God?
T h e n Paul should have renounced his Roman citizenship. So long and insofar as the
pattern of morals is iformally acceptable, we may {be grateful that the common goodness of
God extends to the Scouting organization enough to move them to advocate such a pattern
of morals, though we must oppose them tor the failure to admit the only proper foundation
of acceptable conduct.
But the matter tbecomes serious in the Scout explanation of the standard of ethics.
T h e latest Handbook for Boys shows great c o n h i o n in some of the ideals that it sets !before the boys. O n page 20 the boy is told: “His best is something that every boy can dD.
Not everyone can get high marks in school, or be a star in athletics. But this more important thing is within your power - to do your best
. You can always do your <best.”
I n certain things in life, this may ibe true enough. But the paragraph seems to carry the
idea into the field of moral duty. It goes on to say: “You may find it hard sometimes to
live up to all you have promised. But you can always keep trying. You can always do your
best.” Since he promises on his honor to do his #best to d o his duty to God, the Scout is
really taught here that his ibest is all he needs to ‘be concerned about in doing his duty to
God. This makes every one’s attainments meritorious, and denies the guilt and blameworthiness of failure. It makes every one a law unto hiinsellf, and destroys the significance
of the objective standard laid upon us by God. Our best is substituted for God’s law, or
made to represent God‘s law; and human depravity and the need of the saving grace d
God in Christ are made to become meaningless.
Moreover Scouting sometimes interprets its pattern of morals so as to make it the way
of goodness by which we are to please God. Taken i n connection with the emphasis in
Scout literature upcn the “ypiritual pledge” or religious commitment expressed in the Oath
and Law that is considered common to Protestants, Catholics, Jews and others, this seems
open to the charge of teaching a way of goodness apart from Christ. Tioops sponsored by
Christian churches would be compelled to give a testimony contrary to that of the Scout
Handbook and other literature. They would find it necessary, for example, to contradict
the interpretation of the daily Good Turn. (No objection need b e raised to this slogan in
itself, as a pedagogical device.) Lord Baden-Powell is quoted as follows on p. 23 of the
Handbook: “I often think that when the sun goes down the world is hidden by a (big
blanket from the light of heaven, but the stars are little holes pierced in that by those who
have done good deeds in this world. Tche stars arc not all the same size; some are big, some
are little, and some men have done small deeds, but they have made their hale in the
blanket by doing good before they went to heaven. Try and make your hole in the (blanket
by good work while you are on earth. It is something to be good, but it is far better to
do good.”

..
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SABBATH

District and Council Scout programs include camping activities, or “camporees” in
which all troops of the area are expected to participate in competitive activities. These
often occur on the Sabbath.
According to the booklet “The Scouting Program in Protestant Churches,” the National
Council uf the Boy Scouts of America adopted the following resolution i n 1945: “Resolvcd,
that the National Council reaffirm the policy adopted at its Twelfth Annual Meeting, to
wit: ‘That the National #Council records its disapproval of programs for week-end hikes or
camps which preclude the attendance af Scouts at religious services, or which cause loss
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of credits for the individual or Patrol or Troop, if the Scout elects to remain at home to
attend Church’ ” (p. 43).
Although it is customary to provide opportunities for worship when camping on the
Sabbath, and Scouts !will even Ibe permitted to leave camp long enough to attend their own
churches, this is usually done in the morning. Week-day activities are provided for the
rest of the day.
Troops sponsored iby churches should not want to set up camp and ,break camp on
the Lord’s Day, nor to engage in activities contrary to the Fourth Commandment as interpreted Iby our Standards, though they might Ibe in camp on occasion at such a time and
there honor the Sabbath.
If there were no other objections, the necessity of observing the Sabbath might not in
itself ibe a barrier to the sponsorship of a Scout troop. Even though it (would be difficult,
a local troop might avoid all participation in District or Council camping activities in
order to keep the Sabbath by insisting on the provisions of the 1945 resolution.

CONCLUSION
T h e Scout program can tbe commended for a numiber of things that are worthwhile
in themselves. It is remarkaibly well fitted to the psychology, needs and interests of boys.
I t provides healthy adjustment to fresh air and natural surroundings. T h e training offered
in useful skills is very helpful. T h e desire to develop leadership, and to cultivate interest
i n religion and morality can be appreciated.
Yet a troop sponsored by a Christian church would be compelled by its own standa;ds
to oppose certain lbasic religious and ethical views of the Scout movement and to draw
attention to the falsity of official statements in the Scout Handbook, while affiliated with
the Boy Scouts of America. And there is more than this question of honesty, and of good
or bad faith toward Scouting. There is the duty of the church to sponsor only such programs as are i n harmony with God‘s Word. Only such programs may be expected to have
true value i n Christian education. There is albove all the duty of the church to give unequivocal testimony to the sole truth of the gospel and to Scriptural interpretations of
morality.
T h e Scouting movement must ibe judged to (be at variance with the Bible and our
standards in two respects: in its requirements of a religious commitment common to all
religions participating, and in its interpretation of its ethical program. Therefore the
church should not sponsor memibership in the movement.
Henry P. Tavares
Arthur W. Kuschke, Jr.
MINORITY RlEPORT
Admittedly there are many practical problems involved for the Christian who participates i n the movement called the Boy Scouts of America. A Christian church must
exercise careful oversight of its scouting program if it is going to implement its own teaching ministry and honor the Lord‘s commandments through its scout unit. One cannot but
feel the weight of the arguments advanced in the Committee’s majority report.
But there is one factor which makes it unnecessary to conclude that a Christian
church may not operate a scouting program. In the pamphlet entided “The Scouting Program In Protestant Churches,” page 10, there is to be found the following:
“Each Church will decide what type df Unit it will administer. I t may have
either a lClosed Unit or a n Open Unit.
A Closed Unit is limited to boys affiliated with the Church in other phases
of its program. This type of Unit is more easily integrated into thc educational program of the #Church. Such a Unit may have religious instruction
and sectacian worship as a part of the program.”
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T h e Scouting movement recognizes that there are churches which must insist upon
their own inteppretation and application of the religious aspects of scouting. T h e very
provision of the Closed Unit is indicative d that acknowledgment. Indeed, it has just
come to this writer’s attention that there is a manual entitled “Scouting In Evangelical
Churches,” prepared ‘by the Youth Commission of the National Sunday School Association
in cooperation-with the Boy Scouts of America. This is apparently a specific recognition
of the distinctive character of the evangelical church in its relationship to the scouting
program. T h e manual will not Ibe available, however, until September.
In the light of ,these facts it seems that it is going too far to maintain that for a
Christian church tcj “adhere to a thoroughly Biblical approach ,in instruction and worship”
would be done “in lbad faith toward the Scout movement.”
Qne may well feel, as this writer does, that a Christian church would do better to
operate a boys’ program along the Lines of a distinctively and positively evangelical
movement rather than in connection with the Boy ,Scouts of America. Such a conviction,
however, does not require the conclusion that the church should not sponsor a scouting
program.
Charles H. Ellis
O n separate motions the Rev. Messrs. Poundstone and Lionel Brown were excused
from further attendance at the Assemibly.
O n motion it was determined that both the majority and minority reports of the
Committee to Study Scouting Movement (be referred to the sessions for study.
O n motion the docket was amended to hear the following protest a t this time, presented by Mr. Sloat:
T h e undersigned hereby respectfully protest the action of the General
Assem4bly,in directing its Committee on Correspondence with Other Churches
to appoint a fraternal delegate to the Synod of the Bi-ble Presbyterian Church,
Columbus Synod, meeting in Lakeland, Florida in 1958.
I n 1937, the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of America
(later the Orthodox Presbyterian Church) conhonted with certain questions concerning doctrine and practice, adopted a declaration of adherence to the Westminster Confession of Faith and Catechisms, as they related to these matters.
I n direct consequence of the action of that Assemlbly, and its refusal to go
beyond the teaching of Scripture and the subordinate standards in these matters,
as well as for other pulblished reasons, certain members of that Assembly felt
themselves in conscience (bound to ,break the unity of that !body and to establish a
separate ecclesiastical organization which was called the Bible Presbyterian Synod.
W e can only judge that by this action these ministers and others had arrived at the conclusion that the Presbyterian Church of America was no longer
a church in which they could have communion.
Subsequently these same ministers and others on numerous occasions circulated false reports and misleading statements concerning the Orthodox Presbyterian Church ,which were calculated to, and which did in fact, hinder the
work and witness of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church to the Gospel of Jesus
Christ in this world.
I n 1956 certain divisions took place in the Bible Presbyterian Church, and
one of the sections of this church, identified as the Columlbus Synod, made certain statements regretting the bitterness of the developments of 1937, though not
regretting or disavowing the stand taken on the issues involved in the division of
that year. ‘This Colunibus Synod body also through action of a later Synod sent
a fraternal delegate to the 1957 Assemlbly of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church,
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who was received, seated as a corresponding member, and given the privilege of
addressing the Assembly.
T h e Columbus Synod also directed its committee on fraternal relations to
seek closer relations between the Bible Pres’byterian Church and, among others,
the Orthodox Presbyterian Church. To this the Orthodox Presbyterian Assembly
of 1957 responded by dirmting its Committee on Correspondence with Other
Churches to engage in discussion with the Committee of the Columbus Synod
concerning differences between the two churches.
However, in going beyond these very proper steps, and determining to appoint a fraternal delegate to the 1958 ‘Synod of the Bible Presbyterian Church
(Columbus Synod) the Assembly has acted as though there was in fact ecclesiastical communion between these two bodies. O n the contrary, the very existence
of the Bible Presbyterian Church, in the light of its origin, is a continuing declaration that their judgment is that such ecclesiastical communion is not proper.
Moreover, the address of their lraternal delegate to our Assembly gave no indication of a change of heart on the part of the Columbus Synod regarding the
issues which from their viewpoint had originally compelled a disruption in the
unity in the Body of Christ.
I t is the view of the undersigned that conferences between the Committees
of this Assemlbly and of the Columlbus lSynod should be considered as the proper
and adequate method of approaching the problems which exist between the two
organizations, but that the action of sending a fraternal delegate to the Bible
Presbyterian Church (Columbus Synod) goes so far $beyond these proper and
adequate methods, as to suggest that the disruption of the Body d Christ, and
the issues involved in that disruption, are no longer considered as matters of
substance. Such a position on the part of this Assembly constitutes in the judgment Olf the undersigned a failure :by the Assembly to show adequate concern for
importance af the purity, unity, and peace of the Church.
Leslie W. Sloat
Harvie M. Conn
Elmer M. Dortzbach
Robert H. Graham
Wilfred R. Moses
Jack J. Peterson
Carl J. Reitsrna
Mr. Ekkardt gave the report of the Committee on Travel Fund, Twenty-fourth
General Assembly as follows:
Balance brought forward from Twenty-third
$ 124.30
General Assembly ____________________________
Received from the churches . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
2,407.88

$ 2,532.18
Disbursements
Paid in cash to 14 commissioners
Paid by check to 5 commissioners
To be paid to 15 commissioners

___________________
$ 1,181.00

______-___-_486.00
_____________________ 871.00

Committee expense

$ 2,538.00
20.78

2,558.78

------ -_--_-

Carried forward to Twenty-fikh General Assem.be1 (deficit)
($26.60)
O n motion Mr. Eckardt’s resignation from the Committee was accepted.
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T h e Moderator appointed Mr. Snyder to the Committee in the place of Mr. Eckardt
and reappointed the other menibers of the Committee to the Committee on Travel Fund,
Twenty-fifth Assembly, Mr. Georgian to be the convener of the Committee.
Mr. Commeret gave the report of the Committee on Date and Place of the Twentyfifth Assemlbly as follows:
T h e Committee on Date and Place of the Twenty-fifth General Assembly
wishes to report that it has received the following invitations:
1. From Calvary Church of Glenside, Pa., and Westminster Theological
Seminary.
2. From Bethel Church of Oostburg, Wisconsin, .with the proviso that the
Assembly meet sometime during the period June 1 to 24, 1958.
3. From the Presbytery of California to meet in the Simpson Bible Institute, San Francisco, beginning Wednesday, July 9, 1958.
T h e Committee makes no recommendations.
O n amended motion the invitation by the Bethel Orthodox Presbyterian Church,
Oostburg, Wisconsin, that the Twenty-fifth General Assembly meet there, beginning Tuesday night, at 8:OO o’clock, June 3, 1958, was accepted.
O n separate motions, the IMessrs. C. H. Oliver and Craig were excused from further
attendance at the Assembly.
T h e Moderator appointed Messrs. Verhage, Gesch, R. I<. Churchill, and Lloyd
Theune to the Committee on Arrangements for the Twenty-fifth General Assemlbly.

On motion it was determined to take no action to appoint a Committee on thc Date
and Place of the Twenty-sixth General Assembly.
O n motion a budget figure in the sum of 65c per communicant member was adopted.
Mr. Busch gave the report of the Committee on Presbyterial Records as follows:
T h e Committee on the Examination d Presbyterial Records recommends that
the minutes of the following Presbyteries be approved without exception :
T h e Presbytery of New Jersey
T h e Presbytery of California
T h e Presbytery of Wisconsin
T h e Presbytery of Philadelphia
and that the minutes of the following Presbyteries be approved with the following exceptions called to their attention:
T h e Presbytery of Ohio except for page 91, line 8, where the word “negotiations” is used. I t should be “nominations.”
T h e Presbytery of the Dakotas except for page 57, line 14, where the
sentence, beginning with “It is further” . . . and ending with “etc.” is incomplete and does not make sense. W e also urge greater care in punctuation and
spelling.
T h e Presbytery of New York and New England except for page 98 where
an adjourned meeting is recorded. There is no apparent action in a previous
stated meeting to adjourn to meet for such a purpose. T h e words “amended”
and “cognates” are consistently misspelled on pages 96, last paragraph, page 101,
paragraph 1, page 102, paragraph 10, page 103, paragraph 8.
On motion the recommendations of the Report were adopted.
Mr. Eyres gave the report of the Committcc on Necrology for the Rev. Oscar Holkeboer as follows:
Oscar Holkeboer, charter ministerial member of the Orthodox Pregbytcrian
Church, a faithful pastor of the flock of Christ, passed from the scene of his
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earthly labors into the company of those who live and reign with Christ, on
Decemiber 13, 1956, in the 53rd year of his life.
Reared in the staunch traditions of the Reformed Faith, he was graduated
from Westminster Theological Seminary in 1932, and ordained to the gospel
ministry in that same year. He served 3s pastor of the First Presbyterian Church
of Oostburg, Wisconsin, from 1932 to 1936, and of the Bethel Orthodox Presbyterian Church of Oosrburg from 1936 to 1944, during which time he led this
new congregation into the fellowship of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church. After
a three-year teaching interlude, he became pastor of the First OTthodox Presbyterian Church of Waterloo, Iowa, which congregation he faithhlly served until
his death.
T h e ministry of our brother was not as long or as free from hindrance as
that of his !brethren, due to the lingering malady .which aplicted him in his last
years and which led to his death. Nevertheless, his affliction deepened and intensified his service of his beloved Lord. Our :brother was a faithful presbyter,
attending all meetings of presbyteries and general assemblies he was physically
able to attend. He served our church as Moderator of the Tenth General Assembly .
I n all his ministry he was a faithlful watchman on the walls of Zion, warning
against the many pitfalls in the path of om church. But his chief delight was to
stand in the pulpit and expound the Word of God, which he did with fervency
and power. Even in times of extreme physical weakness he took his place behind
the sacred desk. Only a few days before his home-going he expressed as his
earnest desire that, if God should spare him, he might not be denied that m’ost
coveted privilege.
T h e loss to his family, his flock, his presbytery and to the whole Orthodox
Presbyterian Church is beyond estimation. Our sovereign God has acted in
wisdom and mercy. May our loving Father grant His comfort to all who havc
been bereaved, and make the fruits of our dear brother’s labors in the Lord continue and increase unto the day of Jesus Christ.
Mr. Clelland gave the report of the Committee on Necrology for the Rev. James W.
Price as 5ollows:
James W. Price, a charter minister of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church,
entered into rest on October 1, 1956. H e had served as the pastor of the Susquehanna Avenue Presbyterian Church, and of the Mediator Orthodox Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia and of Emmanuel Church in Morristown, N. J.
Mr. Price was a devoted minister of the Orthodox Prcsbyterian Church.
I t was through his efforts that the Emmanuel congregation was brought into the
denomination just before his death. Truly this was a crowning accomplishment
of his life.
Mr. Price was greatly interested in forcign missions and contributed much ro
the advancement of the gospel of Christ through many ycars of service on the
Assemlbly’s Committee on Foreign Missions.
Many commissioners remeqler Mr. Price’s leadership in the singing of
God’s praises at ,the Boardlwalk Chapel, Wildwood, N. J. and in many of our
young people’s co~ferences.
James W. Price was a loyal and f&thsfull servant olf the Lord Jesus Christ.
Now in the fuincss of his strength he has bsen taken from us. W e bow before
the almighty wisdom of our ,Heavenly Father and rejoice that “he rests from his
lalbor and his works do <followhim.”

I
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On motion it was determined that the reports be spread upon the minutes of the
Assembly and that a copy be sent to the session of the churches last served and to the
immediate families of the deceased.
T h e Minutes of Saturday, thus far, were approved as corrected.
Mr. Marsden announced his resignation from the Committee on Pensions. On motion
the resignation was accepted.
O n motion it was agreed to take no action to fill this vacancy.
T h e Moderator called upon Mr. Clelland to offer prayer on behalf of the families of
the deceased ministers. Folllowing prayer, the hymn, “0 God d Bethel” was sung.

On motion the remaining minutes were read and approved.
On motion the minutes of the Assembly as a whole )were approved.
O n motion the Assemlbly adjourned. The Moderator made the following declaration :
“By virtue of the authority delegated to me by the Church, let this General Assembly be
dissolved, and I do hereby disszlve it, and require another General Assembly, chosen in
the same manner to meet at Oost~burg,Wisconsin on the third day of June, 1958,” and
pronounced the apostolic tbenediction.
T h e Assembly closed at 4:35 o’clock, July 20, 1957.

Robert S. Manden,
Stated Clerk
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CALIFORNIA
Berkeley, Covenant
1623 University Ave.
Richard M. Lewis, Pastor-Elect
-Chula Vista, Chapel
Women's Club
- Jack J. Peterson, Missionary
Garden Grove, Garden Grove
9881 Trask Ave.
Edwards E. Elliott
-La Habra, Chmpel
Scout Building
408 E. Central Ave.
Robert E. Nicholas, Missionary
Long Beach, First
500 E. San Antonio Dr. (7)
Glenn R. Coie - ~ L J Wh 7
Los Angeles, Beverly
345 S. Woods Ave. (22)
Arthur 0. Olson, PastordElect
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Total Number of Ministers - 24
Excludes Whittier Chapel

Herman T. Petersen
Jack J. Peterson
Dwight H. Poundstone

Total Number of Churches - 15
* * Excludes Chula Vista Chapel

Ministers Not in Pastoral Charges:
H. Wilson Allbright
Louis E. Knowles
Henry W. &ray
Robert K. Morris
@ r e - F. Hunt
Robert E. Nicholas

14

164
2,579

9,503
86

3,031
1,306

1,275
3,971

Total Num6er of Chapels - 5

E. Lynne Wade

91.88 $ 28.09 $ 23.54 $ 143.51

Robert D. Sander
Delbert E. Schowalter
Y. Uomoto
George
---

$

147

13,809 182

95 1726 $112,367 $ 34,359 $ 28,795 $175,521

14 -4

48 2672

1

8 218

Average Contribution Per Communicant Member
Licensures - Arthur G. Riffel 4-19-56; Richard M. Lewis 11-20-56
Ordinations - Richard M. Lewis 5-15-57; Jack J. Peterson 5-21-57
Ministers Received - Gerald G. Latal 4-18-56, from Bible Presbyterian Church;
Arthur 0. Olson from Presbytery of New York and New England
Changes in Congregation - First, Seattle dissolved 4-19-56; First, Sunnyvale organized 9-17-56;
Second, Portland received 9-19-56
Licentiate: Arthur G. Riffel

TOTALS

.Mwltnomah Hotel
Gerald G. Latal
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Carl A. Ahlfeldt

8245 N.E. Fremont
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0
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322 15 14 4
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2
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7 28 68 -3
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2 5 0 0 0 1 0 0

2
64

125

25

65
81

45
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1 1 0

2

7

0

0

25

0

2 6 1 2 0 0 0 1
2 3 7 1 0 1 1 6

22

2

1 7 0 0 0 0 0 1

-

14

* Statistics are for year ending 3-31-56

Total Number of Ministers

Ministers Not in Pastoral Charges:
Curtis A. Balcom
Heobert- -S- . Bird_

-

".Estimated

6.26 $ 106.44

Total Number of Chapels

-

3

Laurence N. Vail

27.36 $

72.82 $

$

3,477 $ 59,072

1,041

328

1,421

713

255

11,193

152

1,014

5,888
7,207

4,302

2,765

2,565

4,08 1

1,807
1,918

4,08 1
5,289

1,000

419

7,112

3 10

710

2,05 5
2,992

126

2,020

547 $ 40,414 $ 15,181 $

8

3
-9

112

14

3

0

W Benson Male
V. Robert Nilson

Total Number of Churches - 13

Takuo Hohri
Robert D. Knudsen

31

21

18

Oyy50
5 "65

3

3

0

Minister Received: Elmer M. Dortdbach 10-27-56, from Presbytery of New York and New England
Licentiate: Jerry Spoon

Average Contribution Per Communicant Member

TOTALS

4

Volga, Calvary
Bruce A. Coie
Yale, Yale

16

55

49

J

154

30

53
131

53
136

Bridgewater, Trinity* 17.
Hamill, Westmiaster
Donald F. Stanton
hlanchester, A4nizchester

156

51
67

69
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50

76

71

Leith, First

r/ H m r y E T n
SOUTH DAKOTA
Bancroft, Murdock Memorial
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0
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3
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-5

18
30

30

10
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20.

50

75

7

4
12

63 -6

185

176-35

39 1669

6,551

3,908

9,313

10,422

10,589

1,099

5,025

5,284

4,033

819

5,373

4,663

9,389

121

515

1,817

1,700

759

6,740

1,941

13,834

104

1,343

1,875

12,284

5,486

21,426

17,026

33,812

1,324

6,883

8,976

30.94 $

34.31 $ 140.05

47 1263 $ 96,566 $ 39,946 $ 44,290 $180,802

78

49

125"*

121

1 242 4 174

2

1

0 4 80-45

1 0

6

1 15

1

2

0

5

1 30

6 14
3

0

0

1 0 2

2

0

0

1 0

13 11 2

45

89

82

0

1 0 0 0

16 0

18

1692 1851 1291 560 53 31 12 17 48 42

178

278

360

369

77

65

93

83

96

84

Average Contribution Per Communicant Member
$ 74.80 $
X
Licensures: Harvie M. Conn 4-24-56; Leonard Chanoux 12-4-56
Ordinations: A. Boyce Spooner 7-10-56; Harvie M. Conn 5-24-57
Ministers Received : Raymond E. Commeret 8-28-56 from Presbytery of Philadelphia
George S. Christian 4-23-57 from Philadelphia Area Presbytery, Bible Presb ytenian Church .
Minister Dismissed: John C. Hills, Jr. 2-18-57 to Presbytery of New York and New England
Minister Deceased: James W. Price 10-1-56
Congregation Received: Enz~nanuel,Morristown, N. J. 9-22-56
Congregation Divided: Ft. Lauderdcrle, Fla. and Sharon, Hialeah, authorized 2-23-57
Licentiate: Leonard Chanoux

1'OTALS

J

Pittsgrove, Faith
Daretown Rd., R.D. 3, Elmer
Raymond 0. Zorn
$
Ringoes, Calvary of Asnwell
W. Lee Benson, ,Stated Supply
Stratford, Chapel
Stratford Military Academy
Laurel Rd. below Warwick
Harvie M. Conn, Missionary
Vineland, Covenant
Landis Ave. & State St.
!Everett C. DeVelde
West Collingswood, lmmanuel
Calvert and Elm Aves.
Carl J. Reitsma
Westfield, Grace
Boulevard at Midvale Way
Leslie A. Dunn
White Horse, Grace
416 White Horse Ave. Trenton
Theodore J. Georgian
Wildwood, Calvary
115 E. iRio Grande Ave.
John Davies
150

131

226

95

122

88

138

c

Theodore Hkrd

'*
Stratford Chapel, Excluded

-2

Arthur Boyce Spooner
Daniel van Houte
Total Number of Chapels

**+ Estimated

A?legi& G . Kline
LeRoy B. Oliver

Total Number of Churches - 13

George S. Christian
Richard W. Gray
Lewis J. GrotenSluis

* Sharon Chapel, Hialeah, included in membership figures.

Total Numiber of Ministers - 21

LMinisters Not in Pastoral Charges:
William Harllee Bordeaux
Edmund P. Clowney
Harvie M. Conn

TWENTY-FOUKTH
GENERAL
ASSEMBLY

81

*

CONNECTICUT
Hamden, First
Shepard Ave.
Robert W. Anderson
MAIiiE
-Bangor, Pilgrim
Y.M.C.A., 174 Union St.
.- Dale IV. Snyder
Brighton-Wellington Chapel
Cornville, Comville
R.D. No. 2, Skowhegan
Harold Doman, Acting Pastor
East Madison, East Madison
Charles E. Stanton
Emden, Chapel
-Ludlow-Smyrna, Bethel
.C. Henbert Oliver
Portland, Second Parish
‘6. 371 Congress St.
i4 a /I. %rickDQHaNr.
South Solon, South Solon
Harold Dorman, Acting Pastor
West Athens, Chapel

15

12

235

252

8

172

13

7

13

23

24

38

28

13

9

19

15

26

42

38

0
2

8

2

0

0

0

0

0

0
2

0

5
2

8 25

0

1,428

0 “30
13
40
9 “‘25

0
0
‘30

1
20

119

‘18

14

97

3 14

10,416

1,610

2,334

30

16

2,752 $

16 $

0

0 ““15
‘23
31 -4
32

35

*50
54

7
6

45

21

4

3

0

0

2

0

0

4 4 0 0 0 1 2 0 - 3

63

4

0

1 0

0 13 0 0 0

10 6

6

0

0

10 0

14 2

0

16 0

Added
Removed
~-

Stated Meetings - March, April or May, and September
The Rev. Dale N. Snyder, Stated Clerk

PRESBYTERY OF N E W YORK AJVD NEW ENGLAND

53

3,704

11

9

662

357 $

4,512

61

137

1,094

360 $

367

18,632

1,682

1,574

4,050

46

108

129

66

450

3,469 $133

6

1

.

22

22

13

97

138

43

144

78

68

64

150

115

101

12

15

224 241

21

20

21

18

9

41

91

35

51

9

0

0

6

7

0

0

0

1 6

0

0
0

1 0

5

0

9
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1 3

1

1 0

0
1 0

0

0
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0

1

3 2

1 6

0

5 3 1 0 0 0 0 - 2

112
0

0

106

3

2

85

8

0

0

0

5

2

15

124-11

20

9

0

26

0

90

98

50

"90

8

18

3,335

9,356
323

2,300

1,617

6,337
9,345

2,443

54

345

5,946

1,531

3,389

2,334

1,220

344

2,980

596

243

323

15,025

12,865

8,298

11,369

2,181

3,977

TOTALS

959 1017 653 364 40 25 11 7 27 40
44 901 46 661 $ 55,081 $ 14,850 $ 13,881 $ 83,812
Average Contribution Per Communicant Member
$ 84.35 $ 22.74 $ 21.26 $ 128.35
Licensures: Harold Dorman 3-27-57; Roger Shder 3-27-57
Ordination: Rdbert W. Anderson 6-22-56
Ministers Received: John C. Hills, Jr. 3-26-57 from Pregbytery of New Jersey
William E. Welmers 5-29-56 from Presbytery of Philadelphia
Ministers Dismissed: Elmer M. Dortzbach 9-30-56, to Presbytery of the Dakotas
Arthur 0. Olson 3-26-57, to Presbytery of Caleifornia
Change in Congregations: South Solon divided into Sm.cth Solon and East Madison 3-27-57
Roll of Licentiates: Harold Dorman; Roger Shafer
Ministers Not i n Pastoral Changes:
Phillip Chase
John Murray
Charles G. Schauffele
William E. Welmers
Burton L. Goddard
John C. Rankin
John H. Skilton
Total Numbers of Churches - 14
Total Numiber of Chapels - 3
Total Number of Ministers - 18
* 1955 Report
** Estimated

Memorial
650 Merchants Rd. (10)
John J. DeWaard
Schenectady, Calvary
Rugby Rd. at Glenwood Blvd.
Raymond M. Meiners
Worcester, Calvary
John C. Rankin

V-GlhrMCm
.

.F4Albany, Covenant
Stop 15, Central Ave. (5)
Kelly G. Tucker
Franklin Square, Franklin Square
38 Franklin Ave.
John C. Hills, Jr.
Rochester, Covenant
55 Hoover Drive
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MASSAGHU SETTS
Fall River, Grace
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. G. I. Williamson
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46
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257

272

76

41.

58

52

54

35

32

109

162

136

198

208

29

71
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0

0

9

19 0

12 2

14 2

52
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1 0

. I
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0 -1

1 -2
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34 -6

0

0-27
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278-38

45

82 -5

0 4

1 0 2
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0 O

0

1 0

2

7

1 0

3

87-13

16

0 0 0

1 1 14 20 -5

3

0

0
2

3

4

95 12 3

17 3

62

42

0

0

6

24

0

0

102

3,738

3,549

3,737

6,249

9,879

4,695

35
198

5,393

3,309

56

58

869

163

1,823

2,337

4,427

841

1,620

993

Total Number of Ministers - 32
* Estimated

Total Numlber of Churches

-

15

254

1,016

972

2,274

2,141

945

488

4,861

4,728

6,532

8,586

16,580

7,677

7,958

4,790

-0

Cornelius Van Ti1
George G. Weeber
Paul Woolley
Edward J. Young

"

16,190 $158,450
11.97 $ 117.11

Total Number oE Chapels

1974 2014 1353 661 62 28 28 10 55 56
9 1515-11 1100 $103,038 $ 39,222 $
Average Contribution Per Communicant Member
$ 76.15 $ 28.99 $
Licensures: Edwin C. Uzban 5-21-56; George W. Knight, I11 9-18-56; William J. Rankin 5-20-57
Ordination: Henry H. Fikkert 6-19-56
Ministers Received: William H. McDowell 11-19-56, formerly Presbyterian Church in Canada
George G. Wedber 11-19-56, .formerly Reformed Church in America
Roll of Licentiates: Henry Davis; Robert DeMoss; Clay Duggan; George W. Knight, 111; Wlilliam J. Rankin; James B. Wagner;
John Zinkand (transferred to Christian Reformed Church 5-20-57).
Ministers Not in Pastoral Charges:
Kenneth J. Meilahn
Robert S. Marsden
Robley J. Johnston
Egbert W. Andreps Clarence W. Duff
William H. McDowell Leslie W.Sloat
Arthur W. Kuschke
John W. Betzold
Frn"P.Galbraith
Ned B. Stonehouse
R. Heber McIlwaine
Francis E. MahafFy
Thomas M. Cooper J ~ ~ L Johnston
Q
__ .
+*.
.-_-I .

TOTALS

-

2216 B. Cumberland St.
David Freeman
Mediator, V.
Rutland & Knorr Sts. (49)

Knox

Willow Grove Ave.
Robert L. Atwell
-Hatboro, Trinity
Fulmor Hgts. Com. Bldg.
Rdbert L. Thoburn
Kirkwood, Kirkwood
Lester R. Bachman
-Manoa, Redeemer
Manoa Rd. S . of Eagle
G. Travers Sloyer
Middletown, Calvary
Spruce & Emaus Sts.
Robert H. Graham
Nottingham, Bethany
Rdb& L. Vining
-P hiladebhia. Geth sernane, V.
2510:s. 65th St. (42)

90

135

204

79

102

187

59

165

1974 2014 1353 661

1275 1287 793 494

Wisconsin

364

11

25

31

14

48

186

1100

55,403

103,038

23,006

55,081

96,566

40,414

29,291

39,222

6,580

14,850

39,946

15,181

8,948

16,190

3,296

13,881

44,290

3,477

6

15

4

14

13

13

16.64 $ 107.72

$ 65.43 $ 25.65 $

-1955

17.85 $ 118.77

27.34 $
73.58

$

-1956"

19.22 $ 126.87
29.03'$

78.62 $

116 77
110 72

123 80

9

32

5

I8

21

14

15

$444,531 $165,140 $107,830 $717,500

$

8108 221

$784,181

93,642

158,450

32,882

83,812

180,802

59,072

24

$388,268 $152,196 $ 98,775 $639,231

193 6035 $485,875-$179,429-$118,877

13 476

8389 281

8582

723

661

14 262

46

47 1263

1515 -11

386

901

1669

547

95 1726 $112,367 $ 34,359 $ 28,795 $175,521

716 -9

2672

Average Contribution Per Communicant Mem~ber-1957

162

8733 9026 6041 2985 209 185 195 78 231 229

8572 8709 5934 2775 200 149 108 72 162 196

'56'

24

'55

8

9

Total

12

56

Total

13

10 55

187

11

28

44

1

5
26

7 27 40

11
11 22

39

68 -3

59

9026 9352 6180 3172 255 152 111 66 273 295

2

28

17 48

7

11 92

42

12

4

44

'57

19

62 28

20

40

53

15
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Special Committees of the Twenty-fourth General Assembly
COMVMITTEE OlN ARRANGEMiENTS FQiR T H E
TWENTY-FlIFTH GENERAL ASSBMBLY
John Verhage, Wilfred Gesch, Sr., Robert K. Churchill, Lloyd Theune
COMMJT'TEE TO COlNFER WITH THE CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH
Ned B. Stonehouse, Th.D., John 'Murray, Bert L. Roeber, Robert L. Atwell,
John P. Galbraith, alternate
COIMMJTTEE O N COR*RlESBONDENCEW J T H OTHGR CHUIRGHES
John P. Clelland, Calvin K. Cummings, Robert S. Marsden, Ned B. Stonehouse,
Paul Woolley
COMMITTEE OIN A HYSMNAL
Robert S. Marsden ,(Chairman), Rabley J. Johnston, Arthur W. Kuschke, Jr.,
LeRoy B. Onliver, Edward J. Young, Ph.D.
COMIMI"EX OIN PENSIOINS
Rdph E. Clough, William Colsman, Everett C . DeVelde, John P. Galbraith,
Edward Haug, David H. Henry

COMMITIE O N REVISIONS TQ T H E FORM OF GOVEBNMIENT
AND BOOK OP DI~SCIPLINE
John P. Gdbraith (Chairman), Edmund P. Clotwney, Robert S. Marsden, John Murray,
Ned B. Stonehouse, Th>D.
C C M M I TU
~ STUlDY THE CONSTITUTIOIN OIF THE
REFORMED PFESIBYTEIRIIANGHURGH O F NO'RTH AlMEIUCA
Calvin K. Cummings (Chairman), Ned B. Stonehouse, Th.D., Paul Woolley

GOM~MITTBEON TRAVEL FUND FOlR THE TWEiNTY-FIFTH
GENERAL ASSEMBLY
Theodore J. Georgian (Convener), Robley J. Johnston, Dale N. Snyder
UAIIISIOIN REPBESENTATWE TO THE WOlRLD HOME BIBLE LEAGUE
Edward F. Klokow, Lawrence R. Eyres, alternate
DELEGATES T O 'THE R!EFOIRIMEDECUM;ENICAL SYNOD,
SOUTH AFlMCA, 1958
John P. Clelland, Ned B. Stonehouse, Th.D., Clarence W. Duff, alternate
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Standing Corn mittees
Of

The Orthodox Presbyterian Church
CHRTSTIAN EDUCATION
Class of I~~O-MIINISTERS:Herbert V. G. DuMont, Jr., Lewis J. Grotenhuis,

Edward J. Young, Ph.D.
RULING ELDERS : William Colsman, A. Eugene Hayman
Class of I9594dlNISTERS: Edmund P. Clowney, Lawrence R. Eyres, Carl J. Reitsma
RLJLING EL,DJ2RS: Arthur Arniour, Leonard G. Brown
Class of I 958-M@NISTERtS : Calvin K. Cummings, John P. Galibrairh,
Wendell L. Rockey, Jr.
RULING ELDERS: F. Kingsley Elder, Yh.D., David H. Henry
General Secretury: The Rev. Robley J. Johnston, Room 712 Schaff Building
1505 Race Street, Philadelphia 2, Penna.
FOREIGN MlSSIONS
Class of I960-M.INlSTERS:

Leslie A. Dunn, Charles H. Ellis, John H. Skillton
RULIiNG E!IJDIERS: Gilbert Bird, R. P. Width
Class of I9594IIiNIlS?TERS: Altbert G. Edwards, 111, Robert H. Graham, John Murray
RULIINGELDtBRS: Thomas Jorgensen. Lewis W. Roberts
Class of I958IMIaNISTEBS: Leslie W. Sloat, Robert L. Vining,
William E. Welmers, Ph.D.
RULLNG ELDERS: William A. Campbell, Willard E. Nee1
General Secretary: The Rev. John P. Galhrairh, 727 Schaff Building, 1505 Race Street,
Philadelph,ia 2, Penna.
HOME MISSIQNS A,ND CHUROH EXTENSION

I960-MINLSTEiRS: John C. Hills, Jr., George W. Marston, Paul Woolley .
RULING ELDERS: Bert L. Roeber, Richard C. Zdbley
Class of I959-MlNI.STERS : Robert K. Churchill, Everett C. DeVelde,
Robert S. Marsden
RU1LIN.G ELDEIRS: (Cyrus B. Ferguson, Wilifred R. Moses
Class of I958-MmNIiSTERS: Ralph E. Clough, Robert W. Eckardt,
Ned B. Stonehouse, Th.D.
RULIN'G EIDERS: J. Richard Kreiner, R. E. Ramsey
General Secretary: The Rev. John P. Galbraith; Associate Secretury: The Rev. LeRoy B.
Oliver; 727 ischaff Building, 1505 Race Street, Philadelphia 2, Penna.
Class

of

'

GIEJNIF%ALBE~NBVO~LENCE
Class of 1 9 6 0 ~ M ~ I ~ N ~Lester
I ; S ~R.
: Bachman; DiEACGN: Ross Noblett
Class of I959-~MENISTBR: Robert L. Vining; DIEACOIN: Irving Triggs

Class of I 9 5 8 A J N I S T E R : John H. Skilton; RULJNG ELDER: Henry L. Griswold
Chairman - The Rev. Robert L. Vining, Nottinghain, Penna.
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CLERKS OF SESSIONS
June 27, 1957
Number
Ruling
Elders
3
1
6
3
5
2

5
2
4
3
2
3

Presbytery of California
CALIFORNIA
Berkeley, Covmant-David L. Neilands, 1601 Cedar ,St., Berkeley
Garden Grove, 0.P. $C.-Fred A. Handy, 11952 Donna Lane, Garden Grove
Long Beach, First-Dr. William H. Olson, 2675 Gondar Ave., Long Beach 15
Los Angeles, Beverly-iHerbert F. Pcink, 129 N. Bleakwood Ave., Los Angeles 22
Los Angeles, Greyfriars Memorial-Robert E. Anderson, 932 1 2nd Ave., Inglewood
Los Angeles, Westminster-Robert 0. Lovik, 825 S. Los Rdbles, Pasadena
Manhattan Beach, First-R. D. Blocker, 21 15 Valley Drive, !Manhattan Beach
National City, First-Hiram Bellis, 2591 Calle Tres Lomas, San Dsiego
San Francisco, Covenant-Roy 0. Young, 1450 Washington St., San Francisco
San Francisco, First-Clarence P. Bush, 809 Hillside Blvd., South San Francisco
Santee, Valley-Philip R. Conrad, 332 Louise Court, El Cajon
Sunnyvale, First-William Patapoff, 785 Richmond Ave., San Jose

OREGON
5 Bend, Westminster-R. E. Jewell, 1645 W. 5th St., Bend
4 Portland, First-William F. Hu.ber, 4030 N. E. 74th Ave., Portland
2 Portland, Second-George S. Brown, 2525 S. W. Nevada Ct., Portland
Presbytery of the Dakotas
COLORADO
5 Denver, Park Hill-Arthur F. Johnson, 415 S. Gaylord St., Denver 9
NEBRASKA
Aurora, 0.P. C.2 Lincoln, Faith-Raymond W. Slote, 1801 S. 43rd St., Lincoln
3 Omaha, 0.P. 42.-R. T. Kerr, 2857 Corby St., Omaha 1 1
N O R T H DAKOTA
2 Carson, Bethel-Rev. Henry P. Tavares, Box 324, Carson
2 Lark, First-Buton Havens, Flasher
2 Leith, First-Rev. Henry P. Tavares, Box 324, Carson

3
3
4
3
3
2

S O U T H DAKOTA
Bancroft, Murdock Memorial-Clarence Rabenberg, Bancroft
Bridgewater, Trinity-Calvin D. Hofer, Bridgewater
Hamill, Westmimstm-Lynus Carlson, Hamill
Manchester, 0.P. C-IFred G. Rittexibusch, DeSlnet
Volga, CaZvary-Lester Kleinjan, R. D., Bruce
Yale, 0. P. 43.-Glenn Foote, R. D. No. 3, Huron

Presbytery of New Jersey
FLORIDA
4 Ft. Lauderdale, 0.P.C.-John E. Evers, 833 Fairway Dr., Ft. Lauderdale
1 Hialeah, Sharon-ICalvin A. Duff, 1490 N. W. 44th St., Miami

N E W JERSEY
10 Bridgeton, Calvary-Robert M. Garrison, 43 Fayette St., Bridgeton
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3 Crescent Park, lmmanuel-Edward M. Shindle, 6 Adams Ave.,
Crescent Park, Gloucester
3 East Orange, Covenant-William A. DeJonge, 22 Normal Ave., Montclair
2 Fair Lawn, Grace-Henry L. Griswold, 2-05 35th St., Fair Lawn
3 &Morristown,Emmanuel-0. S. Sterner, 376 South St., Morristown
3 Pittsgrove, Faith-Floyd E. G r d , 23 Second St., Elmer
4 Ringoes, Calvary of Amwell- James N. Stryker, R,ingoes
9 Vineland, Covenant-Ralph H. Ellis, 37 S. State St., Vineland
10 West Collingswood, Znzmanzrel-Wilfred R. Moses, 1929 Prospect Rdg. Blvd.,
Haddon Hgts.
6 Westfield, Grace-Bert L. Roeber, Municipal Bldg., Westfield
2 White Horse, Gruce-Combs H. Francis, 353 White Horse Ave., Trenton 10
2 Wildwood, Calvary-Thomas Jorgensen, 136 W. Lavender Road, Wildwood
Presbytery of New York and New England
CONNECTICUT
2 Hamden, First-Albert H. Squires, 103 Lawncrest Road, New Haven
MAINE
2 Bangor, Pilgrim-Thomas L. Easley, Rockport
3 Cornville, 0.P. C.-Myron C. Moody, R. D. No. 2, Skowhegan
1 East Madison, 0. P. C.-Ervin H. Rhoda, R. D. No. 4, Houlton
1 Ludlow-Smyrna, Bethel-Ervin H. Rhoda, R. D. No. 4, Houlton
8 Portland, Second Parish-Lenville Hawkes, R. D. No. 3, Cumberland Center
2 South Solon, 0. P. C.-Myron C. Moody, R. D. No. 2, Skowhegan
MASSACHUSETTS
2 Fall River, Gracs-Arthur S. Reseigh, 693 Read St., Somerset
N E W YORK
Albany, Church of the Covenant-Donald D. Hill, 4042 Albany St., Schenectady
Franklin Square, 0. P. C.-Arthur Hansen, 522 Park Ave., North Merrick
Rochester, C o v e n a n tJohn Garland, 264 Titus Ave., Rochester 17
Rochester, Memorial-William C. Colsman, 1694 Blossom Road, Rochester (9)
Schenectady, Calvary-Rwbert Y. McCullough, 242 Union St., Schenectady
0 Worcester, Calvary--Rev. John C. Rankin, Worcester

2
4
3
6
5

5

3
7

4

Presbytery of Ohio
PENNSYLVANIA
Branchton, New Hope-David L. Govard, R.D. No. 4, Slippery Hock
Grove City, Wayside-Paul W. Northcott, 314 College Ave., Grove City
Harrisville, Faith-William H. Kiester, R. D. No. 1, Boyers
Pittsburgh, Covenant-John C. Smith, 341 Maple Terrace, Pittsburgh 11

Presbytery of Philadelphia
DELAWARE
5 Middletown, Grace-W. R. Weldon Burge, 11 E. Redding St., Middletown
7 Wilmington, Eastlake-A. Eugene Hayman, Jr., 1409 Marsh Rd., Wilmington 3

FLORIDA
5 Maitland, 0.P.C.- J. Ellis Banks, kMait1and
6

GEORGIA
Valdosta, Westrainster- J. A. Durrenberger, Ph.D., 206 Brookwood Place, Valdosta 10
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MARYLAND
1 Baltimore, St. Andrew’s-Leonard G. Brown, R. D. No. 2, Box 75, Oxford, Pa.
6 Silver Spring, Knox-Harold F. Stegman, 9518 Bruce Drive, Silver Spring
3
5

2
6
2
6

4
3

2
5

PENNSYLVANIA
Center Square, Community-William E. Brown, Box 243 Valley Forge Rd.,
Bridgepnrt
Glenside, Calvary-Richard C. Zabley, R. D., Chalfont
Hatboro, Trinity-Glenn T. Black, 103 E. Moreland Rd., Willow Grove
Kirkwood, 0. P. C.-William R. Ferguson, 209 N. 3rd St., Odord
IManoa, Redeemer-T. Nelson Kellogg, 2637 Cynwyd Ave., Broomall
,Middletown, CaZvary-Lewis W. Roberts, 228 S. Forge Rd., Palmyra
Nottingham, Bethany- J. Preston Rdburn, Nottingham
Philadelphia, Gethsemane- J. Richard Kreiner, 1927 Hollinshed Ave.,
Merchantvillc, N. J.
Philadelphia, Knox-Rabert English, 8 11 Cinnaminson Ave., Palmyra, N. J.
Philadelphia, MediatorXharles M. Mayson, 3 19 Ryers Ave., Cheltenham

Presbytery of Wisconsin
ILLIN 0
1S
2 Evergreen Park, Westminster-Fred Stone, 6837 S. Throop St., Chicago 36
3 Westchester, Westminster-Edward F. Klokow, 1547 Boeger Ave., Westchester

IOWA
2 Waterloo, First-Harold Roskamp, 1917 Sunnyside Drive, Cedar Falls
WI SCONSZN
8 Cedar Grove, CalvaryiErnst Wieberdink, Cedar Grove
1 Gresham, Old Stockbridge-John Touscy, Jr., R. D. No. 1, Bowler
6 Oostburg, Bethel-Elmer DeBlaey, Oostlburg
294 Total Ruling Elders
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MINISTERS OF T H E ORTHODOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Corrected to September 1, 1957
Abbreviations :
P.-Pastor
J.-Presbytery of New Jersey
P.1.-Pastor, Non-Orthodox Pres. Church
Y.-Presbytery of N.Y. and N.E.
F.M.-Foreign Missionary
0.-Presbytery of Ohio
H.M.-Home Missionary
Phi.-Presbytery of Philadelphia
W.-Predbytery d Wisconsin
C.-Predbytery of California
(0)-Number of churches served
D.-Presbytery of the Dakotas
Ahlfeldt, Carl A., P., C.-3517 N.E. 79th Avenue, Portland 13, Ore.
Albright, H. Wilson, C.-529 Manhattan Beach Blvd., [Manhattan Beach, Calif.
Anderson, ,Robert W., P., Y.-920 Howard Ave., New Haven, Conn.
Andrews, Egbert W., F.,M., Phi.-P.O. Box 53, Taipei, Formosa
Atwell, Rdbert L., P., Phi.-2450 Norwood Avenue, Roslyn, Pa.
Bachman, Lester LR., P., Phi.-Kirkwood, Pa.
-Balcom, Curtis A,, Ret., D.-663 Croclter Avenue, Daly City, Calif.
Betzold, John W., Chaplain, Phi.-238 S. Van Dien, Ridgewood, N. J,
Bird, Herbert S., F:M., D.-247 90th Ave., Bellerose, N. Y.
Bordeaux, William Harlilee, Th.D., J.-305 Levinsahn Place, Englewood, N. J.
Breisch, Francis D., Jr., Tea., W.-802 W. Patterson, Kalamazoo, Mich.
Brown, Lionel F. S., P., C.-380 Kensington Way, San Francisco 16, Calif.
Busch, Calvin A., P., Y.-38 IMacculloch Avenue, Morristown, N. J.
Caldenvood, David, D.D., P., C.-1860 W. 9Sth Street, Los Angeles 47, Calif.

- Chase, Philip H., P.I., Y.-Bakersfield, Vt.

-Christian, George S., J.-10 Tilley Place, Pompton Plains, N. J.
Churchilil, Robert K., P., W.-Cedar Grove, Wis.
Clelland, John P., P., Phi.-1300 McRee Dr., Valdosta, Ga.
Clough, Ralph E., P., J.-137 W. Commerce ,Street, Bridgeton, N. J.
Clowney, Edmund P., Prof., J.-520 Grant Avenue, Willow Grove, Pa.
Coie, Bruce A., P., D.-P. 0. Box 306, Volga, S. Dsk.
Coie, Glenn R., P., C.-109 E. San Antonio Dr., Long Beach 7, Calif.
Commeret, Raymond E., P., J.-564 Fair Lawn Parkway, Fair Lawn, N. J.
Conn, Harvie M., H.M., J.-200 Union Avenue, Stratford, N. J.
Cooper, Thomas M., Phi.-908 E. Hampton Street, Tucson, Ariz.
Coray, Henry W., H.M., C.-162 Laurel Avenue, Menlo Park, Calif.
Cummings, Calvin Knox, P., 0.-1610 Graham Blvd., Pittsburgh 35, Pa.
Davies, John, P., J.-308 E. Hand Avenue, Wildwood, N. J.
DeVelde, Everett C., P., J.-1029 Landis Avenue, Vineland, N. J.
De Waard, John J., P., Y.-967 Highland Avenue, Rochester 20, N.Y.
Dortzbach, Elmer IM.?P., D.-28718 Ash St., Denver 7, Colo.
Duff, Clarence W., F.gM., Phi.-American Evangelical Mission, Ghinda, Eritrea,
East Africa
-DuMont, Herbert V. G., Jr., P., Y.-243 (Malden Street, Rochester 15, N. Y.
Dunn, Leslie A., P., J.-551 Summit Avenue, Westfield, N. J.
Eckardt, Robert W., P., Phi.-210 W. 27th Street, Wilmington 2, Delaware
Edwards, Alibert G., 111, P., J.-11 Park Drive, Crescent Park, Gloucester, N. J.
Elliott, Edwards E., P., C.-9826 Luders Avenue, Garden Grove, Calif.
Ellis, Charles H., P., Phi.-120 Normandy Drive, Silver Spring, Md.
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Evans, F. Clarke, P., Phi.-202 N. Broad Street, Middletown, Del.
Eyres, Lawrence R., P., W.-18 17 Balmoral Avenue, Westchester, Ill.
Fikkert, tHenry H., P., Phi.-127 Plymouth Avenue, Oreltmd, Pa.
Freeman, David, Ph.D., P., Phi.-720 Carpenter Lane, Philadelphia 19, Pa.
Gaffin, IRichard B., F.M., W.-55 Ho Ping St., Taichung, Formosa
Gdbraith, John P., Gen. ,Set., Phi.-Res.: 2723 Jenkintown Road, Ardsley, Pa.
Off.: 727 Schaff Bldg., 1505 Race St., Phila. 2, Pa.
Georgian, Theodore J., P., J.-885 East Drive, Bordentwn, N. J.
Goddard, Burton L., Th.D., Prof., Y.-Box E, Beverly Farms, Mass.
Graham, Rdbert H., P., iPhi.-37 Race Street, Middletown, Pa.
Gray, Richard W., P.J., J.-407 N. Easton Road, Willow Grave, Pa.
Grotenhuis, Lewis J., P.I., J.-Belvidere Road, R.D. No. 2, Phillipsburg, N. J.
Hard, Theodore, F.M., J.-Box 184, Pusan, Korea
Hills, John C., Jr., P., Y.-882 Garfield St., Franklin Square, N. Y.
Hohri, Takuo, D.-1054 E. ’Market St., Long Beach 5, Calif.
Hunt, Bruce F., F.M., C.-2338 Old Welsh Rd., Willow Grove, Pa.
Johnston, John D., F.M., Phi.-3 Shih Chieh St., Hsin Chu, Formosa
Johnston, Robley J., Gen. Sec., Phi.-Res.: 115 Spring Ridge Road, Bridgeport, Pa.
Off.: 712 Schzff Bldg., 1505 Race gt., Phila. 2, Pa.
ICellogg, Edward L., P., C.-3056 N’indy Lane, National1 City, Calif.
Kline, Meredith G., Ph.D., Prof., J.-1465 North Hills Avenue, Willow Grove, Pa.
Knowles, Louis aE., Tea., C.-1365 St. Louis Avenue, Long Beach 4, Cali&.
Knudsen, Rdbert D., D.-Kam Onneslaan 86a, Schiedam, The Netherlands
Kuschke, Arthur W., Jr., Lib., Phi.-522 Kingston Road, Oreland, Pa.
Latal, Gerald G., Th.D., P., C.-1812 S.E. 33rd Avenue, Porrland, Ore.
Lewis, Richard M., P., C.-Apt. 3, 1712 Hearst Avenue, Berkeley, Calif.
Lucas, Robert M., H.M., J.-225 Duval Drive, Miami Springs, Fla.
MahaEy, Francis E., F.M., Phi.-American Evangdical Mission, SenaEe, Eritrea,
East Africa
Male, W. Benson, Tea., D.-1509 E. 31st Ave., *Denver 5, Colo.
IManross, Lawrence N., Ph.D., W.-23 15 Oracle Road, Tucson, Ariz.
Marsdcn, Robert S., Exec. Sec., Phi.-460 N. Union St., Middletown, Pa.
Marston, George W., Field Rep., W.-3902 Rose Avenue, Western Springs, 111.
McDowell, William H., Phi.-3425 Poiwelton Ave., Phila. 4, Pa.
McIlwaine, R. Heber, F:M., Phi.-79 Nii Machi, Whtari, Miyagi Ken, Japan
Meilahn, Kenneth J., Tea., Phi.-319 N. Union St., Middletown, Pa.
Meiners, Raymond M., P., Y.-1230 Rugby Road, Schenectady 8, N. Y.
Moore, James E., P., C.-2146 Nonvallk Aye., Los Angeles 41, Calif. (2)
Morris, Robert K., Tea., C.-5942 Fidler Avenue, Lakewood, Calif.
Murray, John, Prof., Y.-Westminster Theological Seminary, Philadelphia 18, Pa,
Nicholas, Robert E., H.IM., C.-1601 Indiana Avenue, Whittier, Calif.
Nilson, V. Robert, D.-1523 W. 3rd St., Hastings, Nebr.
Nonhof, Melvin B., P.I., D A h a f t e r , Calif.
Nuermlberger, Robert M., P., W.-4330 100th Street, Oak Lawn, Ill.
Oliver, C. Hevbert, P., Y.-Smyrna Mills, Maine
Oliver, LeRoy B., Assoc. Sec., J.- 1074 Wynnewood Avenue, Albington, Pa.
Olson, Arthur O., P., C.-112 N. Roscommon Ave., Los Angeles 22, Calif.
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Petersen, Herman T., C.-1410 E. 17th Street, National City, Calif.
Peterson, Jack J., H.M., C.-730 Woodlawn Avenue, Chula Vista, Calif.
Piper, Russell D., P., D.-3935 Randolph St., Lincoln, N e b .
Phillips, Henry D., P., W.-R. D. No. 1, Gresham, Wis.
Poundstone, Dwight H., H.M., C.--12132 Luitweiler Ave., Whittier, Calif.
Rankin, John C., Ret., Y.-Worcester, N.Y.
Reitsina, Carl J., P., J.-1300 Newton Avenue, West Collingswood, N . J.
Rockey, Wendell1 L., P., 0.-311 State Street, Grove City, Pa.
Roskamp, Cromwell G., P., 0.-Harrisvidle, Pa. (2)
Sander, Robert D., C.-2850 Hillside Avenue, Concord, Calif.
Schauffele, Charles G., Prof., Y.-Box E, Beverly Farms, Mass.
Schowalter, Delbert E., C.-3602 Lemon Ave., Los Angeles 7, Calif.
Shaw, J. Lyle, PhiD., Ret., 0.-Box 38, New Waterford, Ohio
Skilton, John H., Prof., Y.-930 W. O h e y Avenue, Philadelphia 41, Pa.
Sloat, Leslie W., Editor, Phi.-P.O. Box 101, Mount Holly, N. J.
Sloyer, G. Travers, P., Phi-1 18 Campbell Avenue, Mavertown, Pa.
Snyder, Dale N., P., Y.-31 Ohio Street, Bangor, Me.
Spooner, Arthur B., FJM., J.-Box 184, Pusan, Korea
Stanton, Charles E., P., Y.-IRt. No. 2, Skowhegan, Me.
Stanton, Donald F., P., D.-Hamill, S. D.
Stonehouse, Ned B., Th.D., Prof., Phi.-333 Cherry Lane, Glenside, Pa.
Tavares, Henry P., P., D.-809 N.E. 15th Ave., Ft. Lauderdale, Fla.
Thoburn, Robert L., P., Phi.-l745 Street Rd., Warminster, Pa.
Tucker, Kelly G., P., Y.-2006 Central Avenue, Albany 5, N. Y.
Ucrmoto, George Y., F.iM., C.-l115% First Ave., Seattle 1, Wash.

Vail, Laurence N., HJM., D.-9161 Vine
van Houte, Daniel, Ph.D., Tea., J.-Ripon,
Van Til, Cornelius, Ph.D., Prof., Phi.-l6
Vephage, John, P., W.JOostbuFg, Wis.
Vining, Roibert L., P., Phi.-Nottingham,
Voorhees, Reginald, P., D.-1925 S. 49th

Street, Thornton, Denver 16, Colo.
Calif.
Rich Avenue, Philadelphia 18, Pa.
Pa.

Street, O n d i a 6, Nebr.

Wade, E. Lynne, FJM., C.-c/o “Challenge to Faith”, P. 0. Box 1489, Agana, Guam, M. I.
Wedber, George G., Phi.-928 N. Walnut St., Lansing 6 , Mich.
Welmers, William E., Ph.D., Prof., Y.-55 Elizabeth Street, Hartiford 5 , Conn.
Wil~liamson,G. I., P., Y.--154 Mt. Hope Avenue, Tiverton, R. I.
Willis, George J., P., Phi.-3552 Ellmlcy Avenue, Baltimore 13, Maryland
Woolley, Paul, Prof., Phi.-505 E. Willow Grove Ave., Phila. 18, Pa.
Wybenga, Edward, P., C.-142 Hawthorne Avenue, Bend, Oregon
Fitzwatertown Rd., Willow Grove, $Pa.
Young, William, PhLD., Y.-115-39 123rd St., So. Ozone Pk., N. Y., N. Y.

Young, Edlward J., Ph.D., Prof., Phi.-1444

Zorn, Raymond O., PA., J.-Fawn Grove, Pa.
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IlNDEX
Arrangements, 24th Assedbly, Committee on
Reports, 5, 6
Arrangements, for 25 th Assembly, Committee on
Appointed, 68
Assistant Clerk
Election, 5
Honorarium, 5, 30
Bible Presbyterian Ghurch (Columlbus Synod)
Committee on ICorrespondence to discuss with, 48
Communication &rom Stated Clerk, 21
Fraternal Delegate horn, addresses Assembly, 2 1
Seated, 30
Fraternal Delegate to, 45, 52
Overture on relation to, 5
Protest, 66
Biennial Assemblies, See Overtures
Budget of General Assembly, 68
Christian Education, Committee on
Contributions requested, 30
Elections, 30, 31
Memibership, 9 1
Report, 21
Christian Reformed Church
Committee to Confer with Representatives of, report, 46
Fraternal Delegate from, addresses Assembly, 21
Seated, 30
Fraternal IDelegate to, report, 31
Ohurch Paper, Soe Overtures
Clerks of Sessions, listed, 92
Commissioners, listed, 3
Committees, Special, 23rd Assembly,
See Confer with Representatives of Christian Reformed Ohurch
Correspondence with Other Churches
Date and Place of 25th Assembly
Hymnal
Pensions
Reformed Presbyterian Church of N. A., Committee to Study Constitution of
Revisions to Form of Government
Scouting Movement
Travel Fund
Committees, Special, 24th Assenibly
Appointed, continued
Arrangements for 25th Assenibly, appointed, 68
Confer with Representatives OF Christian Reformed Church, continued, 46
Correspondence with Other Churches
Elected, 45f.
Instructed, 45 (bis), 48, 49, 52 (Ms)
Hymnal, continued, 57
Pensions, continued, 48
members added, 48
resignation, 70
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Revisions to Form of Government and Book of Discipline, continued, 52
Study Constitution of ReX-ornied Presbyterian Church of N. A., continued, 31
Travel Fund, appointed, 68
Listed, with membership, 9 1
Committees, Standing
See Christian Education
Foreign Missions
General Benevolence
Home Missions and Church Extension
Membership, 9 1
Committees, Temporary, 24th Assembly, appointed, 2 1
See also Overtures and Communications
Philadelphia Request
Presbyterial Records
Standing Rules, Amendment to
Communications, read, 6 , 30
C o d e r with Representatives of Christian Reformed Church, Committee on
Continlued, 46
Report, 46
Correspondence with Other Churches, Committee on
Appoint Fraternal Delegate to Bible Presbyterian Synod, 45, 52
Appoint Fraternal Delegates to Ecclesiastical Bodies, 52
Bible Presbyterian Committee, Discussion with, 48
Elected, 45f.
Eureka Classis, Undertake Conversations with, 49
Information on Travel to South Africa, 45, 51
Report, 44
Send Greetings to Korean Assemlbly, 45
Sulbmit Definition of Terms to 25th Assembly, 46
Date and Place of 25th Assembly, Chmmittee on
Report, 68
Docket, adopted, 6
Eureka Classis
Committee on Correspondencc to Undertake Conversations with, 49
Representative from, addresses Assembly, 3 1
Foreign Missions, Committee on
Chart of Contributions, 16a
Elections, 2 1
Menibership, 9 1
Report, 7
Form of Government, See Revisions to Form of Government and Book of Discipline,
Committee on
Fraternal Delegates
Bible Presbyterian Church (Columbus Synod)
From, addresses Assembly, 21
Seated, 30
To, to [be appointed, 52
Protest, 54
Christian Reformed Church
From, addresses Assembly, 21
Seated, 30
To, Report, 31
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Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland
From, addresses Assembly, 21, 57
Seated, 4
To, appointed, 49
Froehlich, T h e Rev. Arthur A., See Philadelphia Request
General Benevolence, Committee on
Elections, 44
Membbership, 9 1
Report, 43
Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland
Fraternall Delegate from, addresses Assemlbly, 21, 57
Seated, 4
Fraternal Delegate to, appointed, 49
Gereformeerde Kerk in South Alfiica
Invitation from, 45
Home Missions and Church Extension, Committee on
Chart of Contributions, 35a
Elections, 43
Membership, 9 1
Report, 31
Hymnal, Committee on a
Continued, 57
Report, 55
Korean Presbyterian Church
Greetings to, authorized, 45
Masonic Orders, See Overtures
Protest, 54
Ministers of the Church, listed, 95
Minutes Approvcd, 70
Moderator, 23rd Assembly, Sermon, 3
Moderator, 24th Assembly, Election, 5
Necrology, Committee on
Appointed, 43
Report, 68
Netherlands, Reformed Churches in the, See Gereformeerde Kerken
Overtures and Communications, Committee on
Appointed, 21
Reports, See Overtures, Actions on
Overtures, Texts, 5
Actions on
No. 1 (Masonic Orders), 48f.
Protest, 54
No. 2 (Biennial Assemblies), 49
No. 3 (Church Paper), 49
No. 4 (Screening Candidates for Ministry), 49
No. 5 (Directory of Sunday School Superintendents), 49
No. 6 (Relation to Bilble Presbyterian Church), 48
Protest, 66
Pensions, Committee on
Continued, 48
Memibers added, 48
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Report, 46
Resignation, 70
Philadelphia Request iM re A. A. Froehlich
Action, 50
Committee on, appointed, 21
Report of Committee, 50
Text, 6
Pictorial Reprcsentations of Christ, Reports on, Distrilbuted to Commissioners, 30
Pres'byterial Records, Committee on
Appointed, 2 1
Report, 68
Protests
in re Masonic Orders, 54
in re Fraternal Delegate to-Bible Presibyterian Church, 66
Recess, times set, 5
Reformed Church in the U. S., See Eureka Classis
Reformed Ecumenical Synod
Delegates to, 5 1f.
Reformed Presbyterial1 Church of N. A., Committee to Study Constitution of
Report, 30
Request in re A. A. Frochlich, read, 6
Revisions to Form of Government and Book of Discipline, Committee on,
Biennial Assemblies referred to, 49
Report, 52
Scouting Movement, Committee to Study
Minority Report, 65
Report, 57
Screening Candidates for Ministry, See Overtures
South Africa, Reformed IChurch in, See Gereformeerde Kerk
Standing Committes, (Membership, 91
Reports of Christian Education, 21
Foreign Missions, 7
General Benevolence, 43
Home Missions and Church Extension, 3 1
Standing Rules, Amendment to
Committee on,
Appointed, 2 1
Report, 30
Proposed to 25th Assemlbly, 3G
Stated Clerk, 23rd Assembly
Report, 4
Stated #Clerk,24th Assemlbly
Election, 5
Statistical Report, 72
Study Constitution of Reformed Presbyterian Church of IN. A., Committee to
Report, 30
Sunday School Superintendents, Directory of, See Overtures
Thanks, Resolution of, 55
Travel Fund, Committee, 23rd Assembly
Raports, 6, 51, 55, 67
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Travel Fund, Committee, 24th Assembly
Appointed, 68
Membership, 9 1
Twenty-fifth Assembly
Date and Place, 68
World Home Bible League
Liaison Representative, neport, 53
Appointed, 54
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