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Minutes of the 
THIRD GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

of the 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA 

The devotional service preceding the Third General Assembly of the Pres- 
byterian Church of America was opetled by the Moderator of the previous As- 
sembly, the Rev. J. Oliver Buswell Jr., D. D., at 1O:OO A. M., June lst,  1937, in 
the Spruce Street Baptist Church, Fiftieth and Spruce Streets, Philadelphia, Pa. 

’ The service began with the singing of the Hymn, “A Mighty Fortress Is Our 
God”. The Invocation was delivered by the Rev. Herbert V. Hotchkiss, pastor of 
the Church, who also welcomed the Assembly. The Assembly joined in the hymn, 
“HOW Firm a Foundation”. Dr. Buswell read the Scripture Lesson from Colos- 
sians I. The Rev. Leslie W. Sloat lead in prayer. 

The sermon was delivcred by Dr. Ruswell. The Assembly joined in the Hymn, 
“Beneath the Cross of Jesus”, 

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was administered by Dr. Buswell, as- 
sisted by the Rev. Milo F. Janiison and the Rev. Leslie W. Sloat. The Assembly 
joined in singing the Doxology. The Benediction was pronounced by Dr. Buswell. 

7‘uesdny Af ternoon 

The Third General Assembly was called to order a t  2 : O O  P. M. by Dr. Bus- 
well, and officially constituted with prayer. 

The Rev. Leslie W. Sloat, Clerk of the previous Assembly, read the roll of 
the Assembly, which follows:- 

PRESBYTERY O F  CALIFORNIA: Ministers Milo F. Jamison, Martin I.,. Thomas, 
Edwin Lynne Wade. 

PRESEYTERY OF THE CHICAGO AREA: Ministers J. Oliver Buswell Jr., F. A. 
Geisenheiner, Charles G. Sterling, R. Jackson Vaughn, and Elder Peter Stam Jr. 

PRESRYTERP OF THE DAKOTAS : ~ ~ i n i s t e l - s  Samuel Allen, Walter J. h’iagee, 
Jack Zandstra. 

PRESBYTERY OF IOWA: Ministers Peter F. Wall, V. V. Wortman. 
PRESBYTERY OF NEW JERSEY: Ministers M. Nelson Buffler, Bruce A. Coie, 

Edward B. Cooper, Thomas M. Cooper, Alexander Davison, Leslie A Dunn, Law- 
rence B. Gilmore, Donald C. Graham, Richard W. Gray, Lewis J. Grotenhuis, 
Frank Hamilton, Desinoncl Jones, Carl NIcIntire, Clifford S. Smith, William T. 
Strong, J. U. S. Toms, a id  Elders NI. S. Black, J. Enoch Faw, Leslie Gibson, Hugh 
Reed. d 

PRESBYTERY OF NEW YORK mi) NEW ENGLAND: fV iu is~ers  William P. Green, 
Robert Moody Holmes, L. Craig Long, John Murray, J. C. Rankin, and Elder 
Harry B. Hubbard. 

PRESBYTERY OF THE NORTHWEST: Elder W. R. Sibley. 
PRESHYTERY O F  OHIO : Ministers Carl A. Ahlfeldt, A. Franklin Faucette, 

Thomas H. Mitchell, J. Lyle Shaw. 
PKESEYTEBY OF PHILADELPHIA : Mirtisters Dean W. Adair, Philip DUB. 

Arcularius, Robert L. Atwell, James B. Brown, John P. Clelland, Calvin K. Cum- 
mings, Peter DeRiuiter, F. S. Dyrness, Jean Faurot, William C. Floge Jr., David 
Freeman, John P. Galhraith, A. C. Gordon, Robert H. Graham, R. Laird Harris, 
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Gerald Heersma, Theodore J. Jansma, Lawrence H. Jongewaard, Edward Kell ogg, 
R. B. Kuiper, Allan A. MacRae, Robert S. Marsden, George W. Marston, Arthur 
Olsen, Henry D. Phillips, Stanley I. Ray, Edwin H. Rian, James L. Rohrbaugh, 
C. G. Schauffele, J. F. Minor Simpson, Leslie W. Sloat, N. B. Stonehouse, Robert 
Strong, William A. Swets, Cornelius Van Til, Reginald Voorhees, Cary N. Weisiger 
111, Henry G. Wel’bon, Charles J. Woodbridge, Paul Woolley, Edward J. Young, 
and EZders James E. Beers, William A. Campbell, James R. Cummings, Harry W. 
Frazer, Robert .H. Gordon, George J. Howe, George R. Hunter, Harvey Long, W. E. 
McBride, J. H. McClay, Charles H. Phillips, Walter P. Smyth, Murray Forst 
Thompson, W. J. Strange, S. Warren Windle. 

PRESBYTERY OF WISCONSIN : Ministers John J. DeWaard, Oscar Holkeboer. 
At certain sessions of the Assembly Elders Cyrus B. Ferguson and William B. 

Hitchner were seated in place of S. Warren Windle, and M. S. Black respectively. 
Elder J: Herbert Rue, who is on the roll of the Presbytery of New Jersey as 

Elder-at-large of New Jersey, was seated as a corresponding member of the As- 
sembly. The Rev. J. F. Minor Simpson recorded his dissent from .this action. 

The delegates were called upon to sit in the forward part of the auditorium. 
The Rev. William Mattheson from Chesley, Canada, a member of the Free 

Presbyterian Church of Scotland, was received as a corresponding member of the 
Assembly. 

The docket prepared by the Committee on Arrangements was presented. It 
was adopted with the following revisions, that papers, overtures, and requests be 
rea-d Tuesday- afternoon but consideration of them be postponed till Thursday 
afternoon at 2 P. M.; that the report~of the Committee on the Constitution be called 
on Tuesday afternoon, the report of the Committee on Foreign Missinns Wednesday 
at  9:SO A. M., and the report of the Committee on Home Missions and Church Ex- 
tension Wednesday at 2 P. M., that the Foreign Mission rally be placed in the 
hands of thc Committee on Foreign Missions of the Second ‘Assembly; that the 
Moclerator to be elected shall appoint a Necrological Committee, and that the last 
half hour of the session Thursday morning be given over to the report of this 
committee, and that the business Tuesday afternoon be carried on in the order 
specified, but without reference to the specified time. 

During the course of these discussions, the Rev. Leslie W. Sloat and the Rev. 
John J. DeWaard were each called t.0 thc chair for a brief time by thc acting 
Moclerator, the Rev. J. Oliver Buswell Jr. 

The printed form of the Minutes of the Second Assembly was presented and 
approved, with the following two corrections of typographical, errors: page seven- 
teen, line 20 up from the bottom, a colon after “reading”, and the remainder of the 
paragraph in quotation marks; same page, line twelve from the bottom, the word 
“now” to replace the word 

The treasurer of the Committee on the gublication of the Minutes of the 
Second Assembly reported that the total cost had been $137.10, the receipts $122.55, 
leaving a balance due, temporarily cared for by the Conimitiee on Home Missions 
and Church Extension, of $14$.55. 

The report ,was received and filed. I t  was moved that an offering be taken 
up during the present Assembly to defray this due balance, the surpl-us of that 
offering to be used for the printing of the minutes of this Assembly. The motion 
was carried. 

The following persons were nominated for Clerk of the Assembly, - The 
Rev. Clifford S. Smith, the Rev. R. Laird Harris, the Rev. L. W. Sloat, and the Rev. 
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John  P. Clellancl. I t  was moved atid carr ied that 
Mr. Smith be  permit ted to  withdraw his  name. Mr. W a l l  reported for the tellers 
as follows: Mr. S loa t  78, Mr. H a r r i s  15, Mr. Clel land 1. Mr. Sloat was declared 
elected. 

The  Rev. John J. DeWaarcl a n d  the Rev. Milo F. Jamison were nominated f o r  
Moderator.  The Nominat ions were closed. WIr. Wall reported f o r  the tellers as 
f o l l o ~ s :  Mr. DeWaard 70, Mr. Jamison 23. Mr. DeWaard was declared elected. 

Dr. Huswell appointed the Rev. Robert  Marsden a n d  the  Rev. Oscar Holke- 
boer a corninittee to escort  Mr. DeWaard to the chair .  Mr.  DeWaard was wclconied 
by the Assembly, a n d  Dr. Buswell, and responded briefly to the greetings. 

The  Assembly extended to  Dr. Buswell a rising vote of thanks a n d  apprecia- 
tion €or  his services a s  Moderator  of the Secorid Assembly. 

The Fol lowing overtures were read : 
Overture No. I f r o m  the Presbytery of Phi ladelphia .  

T h e  noniinations were closed. 

“ 1 he Presbytery of Philadelphia of the Presbyterian Church of America, meeting in 
Philadelphia on May 17, 1937, wishes to  place on record that it does not concur i n  the 
overture froin the Presbytery of California, and prays the Third General Assembly not 
to  comply with the aforesaid overture 

“But i n  view of widespread laxity with respect t o  the great principles of Christian 
conduct, and also i n  view of the fact that i n  many circles there is the clispositon and 
attempt to elevate standards of  conduct that have no authority from the Holy Scripture 
as the only infallible rule of manners, the Presbytery of Philadelphia of the Presbyterian 
Church of America overtures the Third General Assembly meeting in Philadelphia in 
Junc. 1937, to call earnestly to  the attention of all members and officers bearers of the 
said church the great Biblical principles of conduct enunciated i n  our subordinate Stand- 
ards, . particularly the exposition of the moral law contained i n  the Larger Catechism,, 
questions 91 to 14S,-and i n  the Shorter Catechism, questions 37 to  Sl. It is earnestly 
desired that these forms and principles of godly living will be exemplified in the life, walk, 
and conduct of all our people so that we may exhibit not only the form of godliness, but 
also its power.” 

Overture No. 2 f rom t h e  Presbytery of the Chicago Area :  
“The Presbytery of the Chicago Area hereby respectfully overtures the Third General 

Assem‘bly of the Presbyterian Church of America t o  resolve as follows :- 
I.l/hereus, this General Assembly is soleninly committed to  the basis of union on 

which the Presbyterian Church of America is constituted, as  being ‘ I n  order to continue 
what we believe to  be the true spiritual succession of the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. 
A., which we hold to  have been abandoned by the present. organizati.ori of that body’, and 

I/lfbereas, in  maintaining the true spiritual succession t o  whlch we have adverted 
wc hold that we are successors not only as to the Calvinistic system of doctrine (to which 
we earnestlv adhere) but as well t o  all other elements of that true spiritual succession. 
including those which relate to the Christian life and conduct of all the people of God 
committed to  our care: and 

w/JCrCa5, for  more than a hundred years before the lamentable apostasy of the 
body now bearing tho name of the Presbyterian Church i n  the U. S..A. ,  the testimony of 
that body i n  opposition to intemperance was continuous and clear i n  the sense which is 
e\-idenced by the following deliverances of the various General Assemblies, t o  wzt; 

“The General Assembly of IS12, Minutes p. 5 1  I ,  adopted the following: Resolved, 
1 .  That i t  be recommended to  all the ministers of the Presbyterian Church i n  the United 
States t o  deliver public tliscourses, as often as circumstances may render expedient. on the 
sin and mischiefs of intemperate drinking, i n  which as well as on all suitable occasions, 
both public and private, i t  will be proper pointedly and solemnly t o  warn their hearers, 
and especially members of the Church, not only against social intemperance, but against 
all those habits and indulgences which may ha\*e a tendency to  produce it. 

2. That i t  be enjoined on all Church Sessions within the bounds of the General 
Asseniblv that they exercise ii special vigilance and $are Over the conduct of all persons 
in the communion of their respective cnurches with regard t o  this sin, and that they sedul- 
ously endeavor by private warning and renionstrances, and by such public censures as 

purge the Church of a sin so enormous in its mischiefs and 
Nanie. 

difYerent cases nia? require, to 
so disgraceful t o  the Christian 
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3. That  it be recommended to  the ministers and other officers and members of our 
church that they exert themselves to diffuse as extensively as possible among their congre- 
gations and the community a t  large such addresses, sermons, tracts or  other printed coin- 
positions on this subject as may have a tendency to produce a suirable impression against 
the use of ardent spirits, and to reconimencl sobriety and temperance.” 

The General Assembly of 1818, Minutes pp. 6 9 ,  690, adopted the following:- 
“We earnestly recommend to the officers and members of our Church to  abstain 
even from the common use of ardent spirits. Such a voluntary privation as 
this, with its motives publicly avowed, will not be without its effect i n  caution- 
ing our fellow Christians and fellow citizens against the encroachment of in- 

. toxication; and we have the more confidence in recommending this course 
as it has already been tried with success in several sections of our Churrh.” 

The General Assembly of 1829, Minutes p: 262, declared : 
“‘l‘hat they cordially approve and rejoice in  the formation of temperance socie- 
ties on  the principle of entire abstinence from the use of ardent spirits, as 
expressing disapprobation of intemperance in the strongest and most efficient 
manner, and making the most available resistance of this destructive and wide- 
spreading evil. 

“That they earnestly recommend, as far as practicable, i he forming of temper- 
ance societies in the congregations under their care, and that all members of 
the .churches adopt the principle of entire abstinence from the use of ardent 
spirits. 

“That as friends of the cause of temperance this Assembly rejoice to  lend the 
force of their exaniple to that cause as an ecclesiastical body by an entire 
abstinence themselves from the use of ardent spirits.” 

The General Assembly of  1830, Minutes p. 2.98, declared : 
“That this Assembly earnestly recommends to all persons for whose spiritual 
interests it is bound to  consult that they favor the formation of temperance 
societies on the plan of entire abstinence.” 

After the division of 1837, the New School adopted the following declaration, which 
was later reconfirmed by the reunited Assemblies in  1577, Minutes IS40 p.15; Minutes p. 

The Assembly recommend to  all the members of the churches under their care 
to be found the fast, unflinching and active friends of temperance, abstaining 
from all forms and fashions which would countenance to any extent the sin 
o f  intemperance, avoiding even the appearance of evil, disentangling themselves 
from all implication with the traffic and manufacture, and especially presenting 
i n  their whole lives a standing and unvarying exemplification of the only true 
principle of temperance - total abstinence from everything that will 
in  toxicate.” 
The General Assembly of the Old School in 1865 adopted the following, Minutes 

“The General Assembly has repeatedly expressed its earnest desire for the uni- 
versal prevalance of temperance among the people of this land. But as a 
new exi ency has arisen, growing out of the demoralizing tendency of war, this 
Assembfy eiijoins upon all their ministers, ruling elders and church members to 
use their influence upon those around them, particularly on our young men now 
returning from the army, and o n  ou-r youth in academies and colleges, to 
practice entire abstinence from intoxicating drinks as a beverage, which it 
is believed is the only sure protection against drunkenness. Intemperance is a 
great sin against God as well as a bitter curse to  man, obstructing the progress 
of the Gospel of our L?rd Jesus Christ i n  the world, and weakening its power 
over the hearts of men. 

Resolved, that total abstinence from, all intoxicating drinks as a beverage is 
demanded from every Christian by the condition of society, the qurity of the 
Church and the Word of God.” 

THEREFORE, BE 11’ RESOLVED by this third General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Church of America that, recognizing that no Church judicatory may presume to  
deprive any person of that libkrty of choice and action which is guaranteed by the Word 
of God, and declaring that i n  this matter we have no intention of so doing, we do hereb 
reaffirm the following deliverance of the General. Assembly of 1877‘of the church o f  whicx 
we hold ourselves to  be the true spirtual succession: 

, 

558 : 

IS65 p. 370: 

The reunion assemblies i n  .IS77 declared as.follows, .Minutes 1877, p. 55s: 

. ... 

I 
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amendment i n  this country an appalling increase i n  the death rate due directly and in- 
directly to  the use of intoxicating liquors, and, 

WHEltEAS:  there exists a deplorable laxity among professing, Christians i n  this coun- 
try i n  regard to  the essential principles of daily Christian living, that is, denying ungod- 

this 
present world, worthy of our high and holy calling, and, 

1VH EKEAS: Such laxity is expressing itself among professing Christians by reason of 

1 liiiess and worldly lusts and endeavoring t o  live soberly, righteously, and godly in 
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BE 1’1- RESOLVED that the Presbytery of California, Presbyterian Church of 
A me r 1 c a, respect f u I 1 y overt u res the T h 1 rd G en e r a I A sse m b I y of the. Presbyterian Ch u rch 
of America, meeting in Philadelphia, on June Ist, not only to publicly re-affirm our ad- 
herence to that articular section of our Confession of Faith, Chapter X X I I I ,  Section 1,  
Articles 1 and 29 which are as follows: “God, the Supreme Lord and King of all the 
world, hath ordained civil magistrates to be under Him, over the people, for His own 
glory and the public good; and. t o  this end, has armed them with the power of the sword, 
for the defense and encouragenient of them that are good, and for the punishment of evil 
doers. It is lawful for a Christain to accept and execute the office of a magistrate, when 
called thereunto i n  the nianaging whereof, as they ought especially t o  maintain piety, 
justice, and peace, according t o  the wholesonie laws of each commonwealth; so, for that 
end, !hey ,may lawfully~ now under the New Testament, wage war upon just and necessary 
occasi( ms. 
,4nd that we re-aliirm our support of the Chaplain’s Corps of the United States Army 
and Navy as an integral part of our Christian Person!iel, and 
That a copy of this overture be mailed to the Chaplain General: of the United States at  
Washington, D. C. 

Passed by unanimous vote of the Presbytery of California, of the Presbyterian 
Church of An>erica o n  April 13, 1937. 

Concurred In by Chicago Area-Northivest 
Concur red 1 n with slight aniend men t- I o\va. 
Overture No. 6 was read, as follows: 

The Presbytery of New Jersey, m-eeting i n  Vineland, May IS, 1937, respectfully 
overtures the General Assemblv of the Presbyterian Church of ’America, meeting in 
Philadelph’ia June I ,  1937. 1 0  adopt the following resolution : 

WI-IEREAS many are asking what mav be the attitude of the Presbyterian Church 
of America toward the indulgence i n  i n toxh t ing  beverages, o n  the part of professing 

we feel it is wise and fitting, under the circum%ances, for us to declare 
question in’order that we may ‘not be guilty of giving offence to 

brethren i n  the Lord, and i n  order that our- positon may not be misundestmd by the 
\:w!d : 

I .  That the use of wine in moderation is not, in  itself,$ inconsistent with the teaching of 
Scripture: (See John 2:7-11; 1.  Tim. 5 : 2 3 . )  
2. That the use of any intoxicant to excess commonly called drunkenness is sinful, and 
is clearly forbidden and condemned in  Scripture; (See I .  Cor. 5 : 1 1 , ’  6,lO; Gal. 5:21 ; 
Eph. 5 .  18.) 
3. That,  in view of the known tendency of the American people t o  go to harmful excess 
in the use of intoxicating beverages, as evidenced, for example, by the growing menace 
of drunken driving in  this country, and out o f  deference t o  the widespread prejudice 
among Christians generally against drinking to any degree whatever, 

walk according to charity (Roni. 14:15.) 
Christians should refrain, as a matter of expediency, from indulging- i n  the use of intoxicat- 
iijg oeverages to  any degree so as to give none offence nor occasion of stumbling (Rom. 
14:13,21.) and in order further, t o  give no encouragement t o  a traffic which as commonly 
practiced in this country, is associated with and leads t o  abuses which are definitely 
sinful and subversive of the general welfare of society. 

At the same time we are mindful of the Scriptural adnl’onition i n  Roni. 14:13 not  
to “judge one another any more, and wish therefore, to make it clear that this resolution 
is not intended to deprive any member of the Presbyterian Church of America of those 
liberties of thought and action guaranteed to  hini by the Word of God and our Confession 
of I- ai th. 

t 

.THEREFORE B E  IT RESOLVED that this General Assembly allirm its belief: 

THEREFORE,  i n  order that they ma 

Passed by the Presbytery of New Jersey May 18, 1937. 
Overture No. 7 was read as follows: 
1-he Presbytery of the Northwest respectfully overtures the Third General Assembly 

of the Presbyterian Church of America that, i n  the adoption of the 1-orni of Government 
c.)f our Church, Chapter X111, Section I (p.14) the proposed Form of Government he 
changed as follows: 

( I )  B y  striking out the word “Male”. 
( 2 ) .  B y  adding the words ‘‘.All elders must be men, but women may be elected to 

, 

the diaconate.? 
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Tha t  the Assembly may be directed by the I-orcl i n  its direction of advice to us is our 
sincere oet 1 ti on ,” 

9 



10 Minutes of the Third General Assembly 
. 

“ I n  a sense, these are carry-over cases from the U.  S. A. church. These men were 
both employed as lay-workers under the Winnebago Presbytery, with two preaching 
points each. Mr. Dawson had two rural churches, which he had been serving very 
acceptably, to both the Presbytery and the people lie served, until be became a director 
of the Cresent. Lake Bible Fellowship, which inst!tution you are niore or  less familiar with 
since your visit here last sunilmer. Presbytery discharged him, as.also they did Mr. Hille- 
gas, as stated supplies for their respective charges. 1Mr. Dawson ,IS a college nian, but has 
had no seminary tr.aining. I-le has been preaching for.niore than 5 years, and is a forceful 
speaker. I had him i n  a series of meetings i n  both of my churches, and our people liked 
his messages. He is thoroughly sound doctrinally, and has a reasonably g o d  grasp of 
Bible doctrine, having had a correspondence course from the Moody Bible Institute. I-le 
has been’serving the Merrill Church since Mr. Perkin’s fatal illness last October. The 
people are asking for his ordination and installation, and are “set” on the matter. . 

“M r. Hillegas served as missionary among the Indians under tlie Winnebago P‘resby- 
tery for five years, and proved his ability to preach and expound tlie Scriptures i n  an 
able way. I also had him i n  both niy churches, and he was well received by our people. 
I-le came tc? the work i n  this state from the Moody Bible Institute and became r t i  victim 
of Presbytery’s highhandedness in tlie Cresent Lake matters. You met him at the meeting 
of Presbytery I believe, and at  Cresent Lake; he is our stated clerk, and the Merrill 
Church is sponsoring his prospective ordination, i n  as much as he is a member of that 
church, and they feel he is worthy, and was done a great injustice by the U. S. A. Church, 
i n  that he served them so long, and in  such an able manner, then the door for ordination 
was t!osed to him. 

Most of us i n  the Presbytery who know these two men and the work they’ve done 
feel that they have earned, and do merit ordination. but since it takes 3/4! majority to 
ordain, it is not likely that he will be ordained unless General Assembly donstitutes theirs 
special cases, which I hope wi l l  be done, because I think them worthy, and became I 
sincerely believe it will be for the Glory of God and the conservation of the best interest 
of the Prcsbyteriqi Church of America.” 

The following letter was read: 
“c]assis G-...-.’ 1 dllcl Rapids East ol’ the Chrisrian Reformed Church resoived to express 

its heartfelt sympathv to your Church i n  the loss it sustained in the death of Prof. Dr. 
Machen. He was a beloved brother to you and also to us and he was a very devoted 
servant of Cod and a very -able champion for the cause of Christ and his Church in our 
land. 

May the Lord, the King of his Church comfort you i n  your bereavement and grant 
you a nian or men to  f i l l  the place which has bcen left vacant! by his departure.” 

I t  was moved and carried that the Assenihly adjourn. 
The Assembly adjourned at 5:30 with Prayer by Rev. E. H. Rian. 

Tuesday Evening 
A Service in iiiemoi-y of the Kcv. J. Gresham Macheii, D. D., T, L. D., was 

conducted by the f acul ty of Westminster Theological Scminary. Addresses were 
delivered by Dr. Stonehouse on “Dr. Machen as a Theologian”, and b y  Dr.  Kiuper 
on “Dr. Machen as a Reformer”. 

Wednesday Morning 

The General Assembly reconvened at  9 :OO A. M., Wednesday morning. The 
Rev. Charles J. Wooclriclge conclucted the opening clevotional service. 

The Assembly was constituted with grayer by thc Moderator. The Minutes 
of Tuesday’s sessions were read, corrected and approved. 

The Moderator announced the following persons as coristi tutinz the Necro- 
logical Committee.. The Rev. Oscar Holkelooer, George Marston and Paul Wool ley. 

The Moderator annourtced that the Rev. Samuel Allen would have charge of 
the devotional service Thursday morning a n d  the Rev. Louis Grotenhuis Friday 
morning. 

I 
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It was moved and carried that the orclers of the clay be set aside for 112 hour 
to permit consideration of the Report  of ihe Cornmittee on the Constitution relative 
to ‘the I7ot.m of Government. 

The Committee through its chairman nioved that the Assembly adopt as the 
Form of Gouerrarriwzt of the Presbyterian Church of America, the Form of Govern- 
ment provisionally adopted by the Second Assembly. 

The adoption of following Amendment as a substitute for Chaper  XI Section 
2 was moved. The inotion was lost but ihe Moderator ruled that the Anienclnient 
shoulcl be recorded on the niinutes for the information of future Assemblies. 

“General Assembly shall consist of delegates electccl by thc Presbyteries according 
to tlie provisions of this article. 

‘7 he clerk of each Presbytery shall i n  January of each year transmit i n  writing to 
the clerk of the preceding Assembly the number of ministers on the roll of his Presbytery 
as ofiJanuary first. I 

Before April first the clerk of the preceding Assembly shall inform each Presbytery 
through its clerk how man)’ delegatcs it is entitled t o  elect, having determined the number I 

by t h ~  following rule. 
The Number of ministers on the roll of _the Presbytery shall be divicled by the 

number of ministers on the roll bf the Church. This fraction shall be niultiplied by one 
hundi-ed. I f  the result of the multiplication contain a major fraction, the next higher whole 
number shall be the number of delegates, if a minor fraction, the next lower, provided al- 
~ ‘ a y s  :hat each Presbytery be entitled to  at least one ministerial delegate. 

When a Presbytery is entitled to  an even number of delegates, half of them shall 
be ministers atid half ruling elders; when the number is odd, there shall be one more 
minister than elder. 

“At General Assemblies specially called the apportionment shall reproduce the ap- 
portionment of  the preceding regular General Assembly 

“The provisions of this article shall not be construed so as t o  prevent a Presbytery 
from sending fewer delegates than the number t o  which it is entitled.” 

The order of the Day was called for, with the understanding thai considera- 
tion of the Form of Governmei?t should be given precedence in the Report of the, 
Comiiiittee on the Consii tit tion scheduled for Thursday Morning. 

~ 

1 
I 

I 
i 

The Report of thc Coiiiniittec ort Foreign Nlissions was presented through the 
Chairman of the Committee, and is recorded in the appropriate place below. 1 

I t  was moved that the report be received and its recommendations be coil- 

The following Minority report was presented by the Rev. Carl McIntire. 
I 

I 

siclerecl seriatim. < 

“WHGREAS the I dependent Board for Presbyterian I’oreign Missions as it is 
now constituted is obeying the commands of the 1-ord Jesus Christ t o  go into all the 
world and preach the Gospel, and is propagating and establishing churches on the foreign 
field i n  accordance with the fundamental principles of Presbyterian doctrine and policy 
as set forth i n  the Westminster Standards which are held by the Presbyterian Church 
o f  An?e*ica, and the above statement is evidenced by the following facts: 

The Independent Board in  its charter is committed to  the propagation of Presby- 
terian doctrine and to the fundamental principles of the Presbyterian form of government. 
The name accurately indicatcs the purpose of the Board, :THE INDEPENDENT 
COr\t‘ZD FOR PRESBS’TERIAN FOREIGN MISSIONS.” I‘he pledge which every 
iiieiiily- is required t o  take before assuming ofice is as follows: 

I herebv solemnly declare in  tlie presence of God and of this Board ( I )  that 
I believe the Scriptures of the Old a n d  New Testaments to be the Word of God. 
the on ly  infallible rule of faith and practice, (2) that I sincerely receive and 
adopt the Confession of Faith o f  tlie Presbyterian Church i n  the U. S. A,, i n  
tlie form which i t  possessed in 1933, as containing the system of cloctrine taught 
i n  the Holy Scriptures, (3) that, approving the charter of the Independent I 

Board for Presbyterian Foreign Missions. I will faithfully endeavor to carry 4 

into effect the articles and provisions of said charter and to  promote the great 
design of the Board.” - 1  
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“(a) The Corporation is formed for the purpose of establishing and conciucting 
truly Biblical missions among all nations, i n  clear opposition to all forms of 
belief or practice which are contrary to  the Bible or are indifferent to the ne\ces- 
sity of acceptance of the doctrine that the Bible contains. Being convinced 
that the Confession of Faith and Catechisms of the Presbyterian Church i n  

’ 

mission work which is true to  the Bible and to the system of doctrine contained 
i n  the Westminster Confession of Faith and to  the fundamental principles of 
Presbyterian Church govern men t . 

“(c) It is t o  provide a Board under which missionaries who are true to  the 
Bible and to the system of doctrine contained i n  the Westminster Cbnfession of 
Faith and to the fundamental principles of Presbyterian Church Government 
can serve without compromise with any form of unbelief. 

“(d) It  is to encourage Presbyterian Churches and individuals to support this 
Board b.ecause it stands without com,promise for the Bible against all forms 
of unbelief and because it will not tolerate i n  the Board or amc)ng its mission- 
aries rejection of, or intiifTerence to  the importance of, the doctrines set forth 
i n  the Bible. 

“(e) The Corporation does not contemplate gain or profit, incidental or other- 
wise, t o  its members.” 

I 
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(7 Rev. I-lqnry Welbon, member of the Presbytery of Philadelphia, Presbyteria,ir 
Cbii.rcli of A~ii.erzca. 

(8) Mrs. S. Anclrews, member of tlie K n o s  ‘Presbyterian Church, Washington, D. C., 
Presbyterian Cburcli of A inerica. 

(9) Mrs. Mary  H. Haines, member of the Mt .  Airy Presbyterian Church until the 
apostasy, now connected with the lieformed Episcopal church. 

(10) Mr. Albert 1:. Miller, member of the Collingswood Presbyterian Church. 
( 1  1) Mr.  Donald M.  Perkins, elder in the Covenent Presbyterian Church, Vineland, 

Presbyterian Cbzirch of Anterica. 
Eight of the eleven are members of the Presbyterian Church of America. 
When the Independent Board adjourned on M a y  31 it  had thirty-three members, 

twenty-one of whom were members of tlie Presbyterian Church of America. T h e  ei,ght 
who resigned, not having given any intimation that they would resign, nevertheless leave 
tlie Independent Board still i n  possession of a majority who are members of the Presby- 
terian Church of America. I t  should be noted tha t  the Board is i d e p e ~ d e n t  of a n y  
ecclesiastical Presbytery, Synod, ~r Assembly control, and for  the Presbyterian Church 
of ,4nierica actually t o  have a majority ot members on the board I S  niore than reassuring 
that the mission program will not be out  o f  accord with the historic Presbyterian 
Stan cl a rd s. 

. 4 A resolution attempting t o  introduce an issue o f  indepencency in to  the Board 
presented by one who is mentioned as resigning in tlie majority report, after full discussion 
was laid on the table. I tie action o f  the laying on the table of the resolution did not 
involve in any way a refusal t o  condemn independency. Certain men who were members 
o f  the 1 ntlependent Board were i n  the resolution, by implication, challenged as t o  their: 
right t o  be on the Board. 

Mr. Laird has been a meniber of tlie Independent 
Board for Presbyterian Foreign Missions since 1933. When the Board was formed he 
was invited by Dr. Machen t o  be president of the Board. He served a s  pastor of tlie 
First and Central Presbyterian Church i n  Wilniington, Delaware, the property and en- 

. downnient of which amounts t o  more than a niillion dollars, until his suspension from 
the Presbyterian Church i n  tlie U.  S. A. because of his menibership on the  Independent 
Board. Mr .  Laird is now serving a church in the city of Wilniington, valued a t  &?O,OOO. 
which has been formed as  a result of liis suspension. This  church has definitely adopted 
p r i t i  c i pl es ‘(-If Presbyter i an Ch u rc h gover t i  men t , i n c 1 u d i n g a rep resent a t  i ve organization, 
with moderator, session, and board o f  deacons, and has adopted as the doctrinal basis of 
the church the Westminister Confession and Catechisms. Mr. Laird before the Hoard 
declared his absolute loyalty t o  the principles of Presbyterian government and  reiterated 
his f u l l  accord with the charter and pledge o f  the Board. 

Just .  here it should be observed tha t  an independent seminary for  the  training of 
Presbyterian Ministers called Westminister Theological Seminary, which has no connection 

.with the Presbyterian Church of America. has as the pledge of the members of its board 
the identical pledge, word for word, which is contained in the charter of the Independent 
Board and which Mr .  Laird took. 

Mr .  l-.aiTg resigned from the Board of Westminster Seminary on April 27 because 
the seminary had in recent !iionths turned from esposurc and attack upon modernism t o  
an attack upon premillennialism.” 

On April 19 certain members of those who have resigned from the Independent Board, 
including tlie secretary, had a conference with M r .  I-.aird in which they told him tha t  
because o f  his “independency” he should leave the Independent Board for Presbyterian 
Foreign Missions. Though Mr .  Laird was a t  that  time a member of the Board of West- 
minster Theological Seminary and was serving as an executive officer, the secretary of the 
Board, no request whatsoever was made that he leave the Board of Westminster Theologi- 
cal Seminary because of his “independency.” They  seemed particularly zealous t o  get 
him off t.he Independent Board but niade no objection t o  liis serving on Westminster 
Seminary Board. though tha t  l3oard was mentioned i n  the course of their conference. 

( 2 )  Dr. Roy.I‘almage Brunibaugh. l l r .  Brunibaugh of Tacoma, Washington, was the 
pastor of  the First Presbyterian Church of Tacoma until, as n result of the  controversy 
over the Independent Board, he was forced to leave. He is now serving as pastor of a 
church which has been formed as a result of the apostasy i n  the Presbyterian Church. He 
left n church valued a t  a half million dollars and now has one worth‘ $SO,OOO, with 935  
nieiiibe’rs. The church he is now serving is Presbyterian i n  government, having a session, 
board of deacons, a n d  subscribing t o  the Westminster Confession of Faith and Catechisiiis 
plus a declaration of their belief in tlie preniillennial return of the Lord a s  the doctrinal 
basis of the church. Dr.  Brumbaugh likewise declared that he was in full agreement with 

They  were: 
( I )  T h e  Rev. Harold S. L-aird. 

c 
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the purpose of the Board and was able just as honestly to take the pledge on May 31 as 
he was the day he joined the Board. 

( 3 )  The Rev. Merril T. NIacPhersoti. Mr. MacPherson, vice president of the Board, 
formerly pastor of the Central North Broad Street Presbyterian Church, Philaclelphia, 
property and endowment valued at .approximately half a million dollars, also declared . 
thjit he accepted the Westminster Confession of Faith and approved the system of doc- 
trine and was in fu l l  accord with the Principles of Presbyterian Church government. I-le 
declared that he could just as honestly and sincerely take the pledge now ;is he did the day 
he joined i n  helping form the Independent Board. 

It should be observed, as was pointed o u t  i n  the meeting, that, the above mentioned 
men have paid “thc supreme sacrifice” ecclesiastically for the testimony of the Independent ‘ 

Board, and it appeared most un$rateful for their positions on the Board to be challenged 
i n  less than a year after the judicial decisions of the Presbyterian Church i n  the U. S. A. 
- to be questioned on the ground that they had no place on the Independent Board be- 
cause they were “independent!” This was one of the arguments used by the Presbyterian 
Church i n  the U. S. A. for the adoptiot? of the so-called mandate ordering the mcnibers 
of the Indepenctent Board to  resign. I hese men are now so-called independent because 
they were made that by their expulsion from the Presbyterian Church i n  the U.  S A., and 
they have not yct seen their way clear to unite with a particular Presbytery. We would 
point out that, i n  view of the issues which have been raised i n  the Presbyterian Church of 
America, many have hesitated and are hesitating to unite,with the Church until they are 
assured of the way it i s - to  take; as t o  whether it is to be the true spiritual successor of . - 
Presbyterian Church i n  the U.  S. A. or some other kind of a body. 

It was likewise pointed out that the Rev. Milo 1:. Jamison was a so-called “inde- 
pendent”, when he was recommended t o  the 
others. They strenuously advocated his ele 

Presbyterian Church i n  
as pastor of a church 

of resignation tendered 

. 

, 

’ 

’ 

. 

the position of the Hoard and the action which was taken before the Board. Th,e work 
. of the 11idependen.t Beard for Preshyte!-ia:i Foreig,.;; ?$iSSiGil$ is Tinit  iii iiT1. cizd. Nowhere 

i n  the ministry of the Board on thc mission field-or i n  missionaries who have gone forth 
is there a single individual who does not approve fully of Presbyterian doctrine and Pres- 
byterian form of government. Not the slightest inconsistency i n  the candidates of the Board 
who have gone forth as missionaries can be delectcct. So to  allege would be a serious re- 
flection upon the work and recommendation of the general secretary, The  Rev. Charles 
1 .  Woodbridge. 

ti. The Independent Boar!l for  Presbyterian Foreign Missions was not organized for 
the purpose of bringing into existence the Presbyterian Church of America, as the majority 
report declares, but it was organized t o  be a witness unto the ends of the earth t o  the 
Gosoel of the Lord Tesus Christ and to  rhat svsteni of doctrine set forth i n  the Scriptures 

’ 

, 
whiLh is summarized i n  the Westminster Standards. It is serving and obeying the’ Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

THER.EFORE, i n  view of the fact that this General Assembly has i n  the past re- 
cognized the great service of the Independent I3oard for Presbyterian Foreign Missions, it 
does here and now reaffirm the action which it took at  the second General Assembly con- 
cerning the Independent Board, and recommends the Independent Board for Presbyterian 
Foreign Missions to  the prayers and support of t he  nienibers of the Presbyterian Church 
of America and t o  all those who love the propagatton of the Gospel. 

TI 

< 
; 

, 

\VHFREAS i t  is not necessary that the Presbyterian Church of America establish its 
own missionary agency as is evidenced from the .fact that the Independent Board has on 
its membership at the present more than a niaiority who are ni,enibers of the Presbyterian 
Church of America, men who are i n  full accord with the doctrine and polity of the Presby- 
terian Church of America, and 

Wl-lERE.4S it shoilld be remeniberecl that an attack upon the majority i n  the Intle- 
pendent Board. which Board has a majority of nienibers who are niembers of the PreSby- 
terian ChurchCof America, loyal and i n  gc!od and regular standing, is an attack upon 
these members in  their stand i n  behalf o f  fundamental pri‘nciples of Presbyterian Church 
government, and 
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WHEREAS the Presbyterian Church of America should guard itself against any 
domination by a group of individuals who are also i n  control of the home missionary 
agency of the Church, or any group which would even appear to be functioning as a 
general council for the Church, and 

WIHEKEAS it  should be remembered that the Presbyterian Church .in the .U. S. .A.  
functioned for forty-nine years without any Board of its own, but authorized the sending 
of its gifts even to an agency which was congregational, the American Board of Missions, 
therefore let it be resolved that for the. best interests of our infant and struggling Church, 
the I’resbyterian Church of America reject any proposal which is designed to weaken or to 
destroy i n  any way the testimony which God in His gracious providence has given to the 
Independent Board for Presbyterian Foreign iMissions i n  which the moderator of the first 
General Assembly of .the Presbyterian Church of America played such a leading and historic 
role, and that it continue a Committee on Foreign Missions until the next General Assembly 
composed of five members, as at present, which members should be elected by this General 
A s se m b I y . 

Carl McIntire 
It was moved that the minority report be substituted for the majority report. 
The hour for adjournnient having come, i t  was moved and carried. that the 

Respectfully submitted, 

, 

Assembly adjourn to 2:OO P. Nl. 
Wednesday AfternoorL, 

The Assembly reconvened at 2:OO Y. Nl., and was opened with prayer by the 
Rev. Robert Strong. 

The Assembly agreed to proceed at the point where clebate stopped in the 
morning. 

It was moved and carried that the iiiatter before the Asseinbly he continued 
without limitation of time given to i t .  

It was moved and carried that Dr. N. B. Stonehouse, the Rev. M. L. Thoinas, 
Dr. R. 13. Kuiper, and the Rev. Carl McIatire be permitted to speak in that order, 
and that then the vote be taken. 

The time for vote having come it was determined that vote should be hy roll 
cal  I. 

It was moved ancl carried that no explanation of votes should be permitted 
during the taking of the vote. 

The vote was taken ancl is as follows: 
In favour of substituting the minority for the majority report, Ministers 

Arcularius, Buswell, Floge, Geiseriheiner, Harris, Jamison, NlacRae, McIntire, 
Simpson, Toms, Vaughn, Wall, Wortman, and Elders Black, Cooper, Gordon, 
Howe, Sibley, Stain. 

Against substituting the minority for the majority report, Ministers Adair, 
Ahlfeldt, Allen, Atwell, Brown, Buffler, Clelland, Coie B., Cooper E., Cooper T., 
Cunimings, Davison, DeKuiter, DeWaarcl, Dunn, Dyrness, Faucette, Fauro t, Free- 
man, Galbraith, Gilmore, Gordon, Graham I]., Graham R., Gray, Grotenhuis, Hamil- 
ton, Heersma, Holkeboer-, Jansnia, Jones, Kellogg, Kuiper, Long, Magee, Marsden, 
Marston, Mitchell, Murray, Olsen, Phillips, Rankin, %an, Rohrbaugh, Schauffele, 
Shaw, Sloat, Smith, Stonehouse, Strong R., Stroiig W., Swets, VanTil, Voorhees, 
Wade, Weisiger, Woodbridge, Woolley, Young, Zanclstra, and Elders Boyd, Camp- 
bell, Cumings, Faw, Fraser, Huhbarcl, Hunter, McBride, McCl ay, Phillips, 
Thompson, Windle. 

Absent, Minislers Jong’ewaarcl and We1 11011, ancl Elders Beers, Ferguson, 
Hitchener, Reed, Smyth, Strange. 

Not voting because not permitted to explain vott*: PIiii,isters Holiiies, Sterling, 
Thoinas. 

i 

c 
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It ~7as 1no\7ed and carried that the motion forbidding explanation of votes be 
reconsidered. 

I t  was moved and carried that Ministers Holmes, Sterling, and Thomas, be 
permitted to state the reasons for their vote, and to have their vote recorded. The 
vote of these men was, Against the Motion, Holmes, Sterling, Thomas. 

In favour of substituting the minority for the 
majority report of the Committee on .Foreign Missions, 19. Against substituting 
the minority report for the majority report of the Committee on Foreign Missions, 
75. The motion was lost. 

I t  was moved that section 1 of the Report of the Committee on Foreign 
Missions be adopted. The following y s o n s  asked that 
their dissent from this action be recorded: Ministers Jamison, 1 homas, Sterling, 
Wortman, McIntire, Wall, Buswell, Simpson, Toms, Vaughn, and Elder Howe. 

It was moved and carried that the Assembly reconsider its adoption of Section 
1 of the Report. 

The privilege of the floor was granted to the Rev. Merril T. McPherson, a 
member of the Independent Hoard for Presbyterian Foreign Missigns, but not a 
member of the Presbyterian Church of America, who spoke briefly. 

The Mbtion to adopt Section 
1. was declared carried. The Vote was counted-Aye 
S5,.Nay 27. 

The final vote totals were: 

The motion was carried. 

A motion for the previous question was carried. 
A Division was called for. 

Elder Peter Stain and Rev. Simpson asked that their dissent be recorded. 
It was moved that Section 11 be adopted. The section was amended and 

adopted as recorded below. 
The following persons asked that their dissent be recorded. Ministers 

Bus\ve!l, McIntirc, Simpson, Jaiilison; Harris, TO1ilS, Sterling, and Elders Stam 
and M. S. Black. 

The Report as a whole, as amended, was adopted and is as follows: 

REPORT OF T H E  FOREIGN MISSIONS COMMITTEE 

The report of the Foreign Mjssions Committee t o  the Third General Assembly, Pres- 
byterian Church of America, consists of the following two resolutions whose adoption we 
urge upon the Assembly: 

I 
WHEREAS your committee feels that the Independent Board for Presbyterian 

Foreign Missions as it is now constituted is out of accord with the provisions of its char- 
ter and not consistent with the fundamental principles of Presb terian Church government 
which are held by the Presbyterian Church of America, as evi&nced by the fact that the 
practice of certain members of.  the Independent Board for Presbyterian Foreign Missions, 
including the President and Vice-president, i n  matters .of church government is that of 
Independency rather than Presbyterianism, which practtce was virtually endorsed by the 
majority on the Independent Board when, at its meeting May.31, 1937, saip majority refused 
to insist that its members bring their practice into accord with the principles of true P r e s  
byterial1 Church, government, or else resign from said Board; and as further evidenced by 
the resignation from the Board of the fo!lowing members: Mrs. J .  B. Griggs, Miss Margue- 
rite Montgomery, Mrs. A. L. Berry, Miss Mary W. Stewart, the Rev. Paul Woolley, the 
Rev. Ned B. Stonehouse, the Rev. Edwin H.  Rim,  and Murray 1’. Thompson, whose 
resig??tion reads as follows: 

I n  view of th‘e decision of the Independent. Board for Presbyterian Foreign Mis- 
sioiis refusing to  condemn 1 ndependency i n  church government and t o  uphold 
its charter provisions favoring Presbyterial1 church government, we believe that 
the usefulgess of the independent Board as an agency to  promote the object for 
which it was founded, the conduct of truly Presbyterian Foreign Missions, 
is at  an end. 

“\Ve therefore present our resignations from the Board effective imniediately . . .” 
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The General Secretary of the Board, the Rev. Charles J .  \Voodbridge, has resigned 
for the same reasons. 

THEREFORE be it resolved that this General Assembly does not find itself able any 
longer to recommerqj the Independent Board for Presbyterian Foreign Missions as an 
agency for the propagation of the Gospel as set forth i n  the Westminster Standards. 

I 

WHEREAS it has now become necessary for the Presbyterian Church of America to 

rHER-EFORE be it resolved that this. General Assembly elect a committee of 1.5 to 
be. called ‘‘1 he Committee on I-oreign Missions of the Presbyterian Church of America,” 
said committee to be composed of nine niinisters and six elders to be elected in three classes, 
three ministers and two elders in each class. 
years, bur at  this Assembly, the election shall be for terms to expire in 19?S, 1939, and !940. 

AND B E  IT FUKI‘I-IER RESOLVED that this Assembly em,qower the Committee 
on I’oreign Missions to appoint a secretary, establish an ofice to receive and disburse con- 
tributions for the work of foreign missions, and i n  general to carry on the work of Foreign 
Missions. This Committee shall report concerning its program and work to each succes- 
sive General Assembly. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Committee on Foreign Missions 

The followirig .persons had their dissent recorded. Ministers Simpson, 
.Vaughn, Toms, Sterling, and elders Stam and M. S. Black. 

The Rev. Frank Hamilton requested that he be given the privileg of distri- 
buling among the Commissioners two Booklets “The 0. T. and Messiah’s Reign 
on Earth”, and “The Bible and Wine”. 

The request was granted and a rising vote of thanks extended to Mr. 
Hamilton for the gift of these booklets. 

It was moved and carried that the Assenibly adjourn. 
The Assembly adjourned with Prayer by Mr. Clellancl. 

Weduesday Evening. 
A Foreign Mission Rally was held, iri charge of the Rev. Franklin S. Dyriiess, 

Chairman of the Committee on Foreign Missions. The Speaker of the evening 
was the Rev. James I,. Rohrbaugh, a niissionary recently returned from Ethiopia. 

I 
estabLish its own foreign niissionary agency, i 

The ordinary tenure of ofice shall be three a 

Thursday Morning. 
The Assembly was opened with a devotional service conducted by the Rev. 

The Minutes of Wednesday’s sessions were read, corrected, and approved. 
The Assenibly proceeded with the discussion of the Form of Governmeut. 
The following Amendment was adopted:- That Section 3 of Chapter 23 be 

changed to read “The Board of Trustees of a particular Church shall ordinarily 
consist of the acting ruling elders and deacons, or the acting ruling elders, in that 
church, but other conimunican t members of the church may be elected as trustees 
if it seems desirable, provided, however, that the number of such members shall 
be less than one half the total membership of the board; its duties shall be con- 
fined to the discharge of the business described in section 1 of this chapter.” 

The following amendment was adopted:- That in Chapter 1 section 1 the 
words “have governed the formation of the plan” be substituted, for the words 
“are basic to Presbyterian forin of church Government.’’ 

In Chapter 1 section 4 the word “a” was substituted for the word ‘cthe” 
before the words “great touchstoiie. . . .”. 

On Page 20 section 9 the words “do7’ and “their” were changed to “does” 
and “its”. 

Samuel Allen. 
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On Page 24, at the end of sectioii 11 the following ~7ords were added “It is 
also recoininended that a fast day be observed i n  the congregation previous to the 
day of ordination”. 

. On Pagt 27 in section. 16 after the words “as given abo~e” ,  the following 
was added: “Providecl, however, that in  no case shall an examination in theology 
on the floor of the Presbytery be waived”. 

In Chapter 14 section 5 the words “an examination priniarily in theology 
but also in all matters relevant to our Standards” were substituted for .the ~7ords  

an exaniination in theology”. 
. 

LL 

The Proposed form of Government as amended was adopted. 
I t  was moved and carried the the report of the Necrological Coininittee be 

postponed to 12 M Friday, to be presented Lhen without fail. 
The Report of the Committee on Home Missions and Church Extension was 

presented by the chairman of the Committee. The Treasurer’s report of the 
Committee was presented. 
’ Dr. R. B. Kuiper was called to the chair by the-Moderator. 

I t  was moved and carried that these reports be received. The Moderator 
resumed the Chair. 

I t  was moved and carried that in each place in the Report‘where the expres- 
sion “aid-receiving ministers” appears, the words “and .Missionaries” be added. 
It was moved that the. report as amended with recommendations, be adoptecl. The 
Motion was carried and the report follows. 

REPORT OF THE COIlMITTEE ON HOME MISSIONS AND CHORCH EXTENSION 
OF 

THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH O F  AMERICA 
. ,  

The Committee on Home Missions and Church Extension has endeavored to  the best ‘ ‘ of its ability t o  carry out the instructions of the Second General Assembly. 

rallies in.  behalf of the Presbyterian Church of America. i n  addition to aiding i n  the 
organization of mass meetings, i n  and near Philadelphia, he has made an extended tour of 
the middle West, visiting Minnesota, Iowa, Wisconsin, and I Iliiiois. 

He has carried on. the regular correspondence for the Committee. In  addition he has 
aided in raising funds i n  order t o  meet the salaries of the Home Missionaries. 

The Civil Suit 
The Civil Suit of the Presbyterian Church in the U.  S. A. versus the officers and 

members of the Presbyterian Church of America was heard before the Court of Common 
pleas  NO..^, i n  the City of Philadelphia, on April 2Sth and 29th, arid May 7th, .1937. The 
Presbyterian Church of America was represented by the well-known Philadelphia law firm 
of Saul, Ewing, Remick and Saul. Mr. Arthur \V. Machen, member of the law firm of 
Armstrong, Machen and Allen, Baltimore, Maryland, acted in an. advisory capacity. The 
decision of the judge is now awaited. 

Work of the General Secretary 
3 The General Secretary has made a number of short missionary journeys, addressing 
- 

Missionaries under the Committee 
Since the Second General Assembly the Coniniitte has appointed the following ad- 

di tiqnal ministers t o  labor as full time missionaries : 
Rev. J .Edward Blair- Missionary at large i n  Albany, Oregon 

Rev. Bruce Coie - Trenton, New Jersey 
Rev. A. Franklin Faucett - Cleveland, Obi0 
Rev. Thomas I-]. Mitchell - Youngstown, Ohio’ 
Rev. Edward Wyhenga - Waterloo, Iowa 

granted aid according to the ability of the Committee: 
Rev. M. Nelson Buffler - Caniden, New Jersey 
Mr. Lawrence R. Eyres - Negro Work in Philadelphia, Pa. 

(without financial aid) 

Since the Second General. .Assembly the following additional ministers have been 



t 

Kev. Ge6rge \V. Marston -. I<irli\vood, Pa. 
Rev. R. Jnckson Vaughn - Chicago, I l l .  

The committee wishes to state that tlie missionaries have performed a noble service 

I'he following is a complete list of f u l l  time mini.sters and missionaries who are now 

Rev. Carl Ahlfeldt - 1 ndianapolis, I ndiana. 
Rev. Samuel J .  Allen - North Ilakota 
Rev. J .  Edward Blair- Missionary at large i n  Albany, Oregon 

Rev. Robert K. Churchill - Berkeley, Californa 
1 3 ~ 1 ~ .  Bruce Cole - I-renton, New Jersey 
Rev. Edward B. Cooper - Pittsgrove, New Jerscy 
Rev.  A. Franklin Faucett - Cleveland, Ohio 
liev. 1:. E. Matteson - North Dakota 
Rev. 'I'honias H. ~Mitchell - Youngstown, Ohio 
Rev. D. I<. Myers - South Dakota 
Rev. J .  L. Shaw - Kentucky 
Rev. Leslie W. Sloat - District of Columbia 
Rev. Robert L. Vining - Pennsyl\ ania 
Rev. Peter I=. \Val1 - Iowa 
Rev. Edward \Vyhenga - Iowa 

Rev. C. A. Balcom - North Dakota 
Kev. M. Nelson-Buffler - Caniden, Ne\\ Jersey 
Rev. John Davics - \\'isconsin 
Mr. Lawrence R. I:J.res - Negro \\iork i n  Philadelphia, Pa. 
Rev. David Freeman - Philadelphia. Pa. 
iM r. Donald Graham - \\'estfield, Ncw Jersey 
lie\.. George \V. I-leaton - Bancroft. South Dakota 
Rev. Walter Magee - Haniill, South Dakota 
Kev. George 4. Marston - I<irk\vood, Pa. 
Rev. R. Jackson Vaughn - Chicago, Illinois 
liev. E. Lynne Wade - Los Xngeles, Califo~%i;i 
Rev. V. \I. Wortman - Princeton, lo~va 

Con t r i 1x1 t ion s to  the Com ni i t tee 

for the Presbj.terian Church of America, oiten at great sacrifice. 

serling fo r  the Presbyterian Church of Xnicrica i n  thls country: 

( w i t h ou t fin an c i a 1 aid) 

The following is a complete list o f  aid-recciving ministers and missionaries who arc 
now ser\ing the Presbyterian Church of America in' this country: 

t 

It lias been encouraging to the Committee t o  receive funds from practically every 
group and congregation of the Presbyterian Church of America. 

In addition, individuals in many parts of this country have sent i n  contributions Tor 
the work o f  the Committee. Since the last General Assembly the contributions of the 
Committee have increased from approximately $100  per month to about $2100 per month. 
This repfesents an average monthly gain of about t h ~ r t y  per cent. The Treasurer's report 
gives *the total amount of these gifts. 

fhe budget of the Committee has been approximately $2500 per month. Since the 
Second General Assembly the annunl budgot of tlie Committee has been increased by 
nearly $3000 The Conimittee has had to face a difficult situation; Ministers of the Church 
ha \e  been without fields of labor and funds, and a t  the same time the Committee lias 
been hard pressed financially. The Cornmi ttee has aidedl the ministers and missionaries 
to the best of its ability. Consequently it comes to the General Assembly approximately 
one mpith behind i n  its payment of salaries. 

I he missionaries have not complained even though a t  tinies they have been obliged 
to  wait for the salaries due them. We are convinced that the work must not only be 
maintained but greatly increased. To these ends an increase of contributions is nece5sary. 

The Committee calls upon tlie General Assembly to consider this need and oppor- 
tunity, and to pray that the Lord will put it upon tlie hearts of many to  give generously. 

Members of Committee 
The teznis o f  the following nienibers of the Committee expire at this General 

Assembly : 
Ministers. Samuel J. Allen. \\/. Harllee Bordeaux, John i - I .  Skilton, 
and Charles G. Sterling; Elders, John W. Dulles, Donald JM. Perkins 
and Bert \V. 1-eiinant. 

. P  
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Itccom metic1 a t ion s 
The Corn ni i t tee ni a kes the fol lowing reconi men d a t ions : First , that the Coin iii it  tee 

be given power to carry on its work, and to receive and disburse contributions for the 
support of Home missionaries and  pastors who are receiving aid, from the Committee; 
secoi?d, that the Committee be given power to aid i n  the support of other ministers and 
missionaries through and with the cooperation of the Presbyteries. 

COMMITTEE on HOME NIISSlONS and CHURCH EXTENSION oft the 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH of AMERICA 

STATEMENT of CASH RECEIPTS and DISBURSEMENTS 
for the jwiocl from November 1: 1936, to May 15, 1937. 

RECEIPTS: 
Balance, November 1, 1936 
Contributions : 

General 
For support of missionaries 
Received as intermediary, see contra . 
For printing minu tcs 

DISRURSEMENTS : 
’ Missionary salaries and aid 

clerical hell> 
Salaries of general secretary and 

Fromotion expenses : 
Travelino expenscs of 

missionaries et a1 $69.5.93 
Printing, Sr etc. 63.00 

200.00 

. 0. 

Rental of hall for assembly 

Salary to Ihe Ecclesiastical Counsel in 
connection with law suit brought against 
the meinhers of the Conunittee et al. 

Office rent 
Telephone and tclegraph 
Printing, stationery a i d  general office expenses 
Legal and audit 
Paymen ts of contributions received 

Miscellaneous 
as intermediary, see contra 

$12,023.4$0 
418.17 
265.89 
122.80 

_ _ _ _ _  

$349.3 9 

1.2,83 0.2 G 

Balance, May 15, 1937 

On deposit with Provident . 

Petty cash func! 
Trust Coin pa 11 y of Phi I a del ph i a 

$1 3,179.415 

8,873.41. 

1. ,402.50 

958.93 

600.00 
21.0.00 
102.92 
492 .OG 
33.50 ’ 

265.89 
18.70 

12,957.91 

$2%1..54 
---- 

$196.54 

3221.54 
25.00 . 

- ____ 
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The following protest was presented and filed. 
“The undersigned hereby respectfully protest the action of the third General .Assei!ibly 

of the Presbyterian Church of America i n  rejecting the minority report of the Committee 
on F?t-eign Missions and adopting the report of the Committee, for tlie following reasons: 

I .  Thc action of the Assembly i n  adopting the iiiajority report includecl a COIT- 
denination and a judgment upon the Independent Board for Presbyterian Foreign Mis- 
sions, a body which has no organic nor ‘ecclesiastical relationship to the Presbyterian 
Church of America. 

“2. The Judgment declaring that the Board was out of accord with the provisions of 
its charter was made by the Assembly without .any inquiry into or investigation of the 
Independent Board for presbyterian Foreign Missions, and without the members of  tlie 
Assembly having before it the charter of the Independent Board; and further without the 
General Assembly having before i t  the certain individuals on the board to  whom reference 
was made i n  the niajority report i n  order that they might have an opportunity to de- 
fend theniselves on the charges made against them. 

“3. The resolution referred to as being introduced into thc Independent Board by 
thosc who are mentioned as having resigned i n  the majority report was never presented 
to the Assembly i n  order that it might .cee tlie things involved i n  said report. 

“4. It is not a fact that the Independent Board for Presbyterian Foreign Missions is 
out of accord with the provisions of its charter, and the adoption of such a declaration on 
the part o f  the Assembly with the majority of the members of the Independent Board as 
presently constituted members of the Presbyterian Church of America seems to cast a 
seri?;? reflection upon their integrity and honesty, or competency. 

5 .  The declaration concerning the 1 ndependent Board for Presbyterian Foreign Mis- 
sions is i n  effect an attack upon a Christian institution which has been used gloriously of 
the Lord i n  the great battle i n  defence of the faith. The Independent Board should have 
the best wishes of.all the members of the Presbyterian Church of America rather than the 
official condemnation of theGenera1 Assembly. Seciion 1 of tlie majority report condemned 
tlie Independent Board for Presbyterian Foreign Missions without giving to  that Board a 
hearing, and secured i n  effect a mandate or deliverance against the Board. 

“G I t  was ungrateful for the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of America 
i n  less than a year after its organization not only to  turn its back upon the Independent 
Board but definitely to  attack tlie Independent Board’s integrity.” 
Signed- 

J.  Oliver Buswell, Jr., Carl Mclntire, W. R. Sibley, Peter Stani, Jr., J. U.  Selwyn 
Toms, Philip DUB. Arcularius, Peter F. \Vall, Vcrnc V. \Vortman, J .  1’. Minor Simpson, 
R Jacl<son Vaughn, Fret1 A.  Geisenhciner, R. Laird Harris, kl. S. Black, Milo F. Jamison,. 
Allan A.  MacRae. 

It was moved and carried that the Moderator appoint a committee to prepare 
an answer to the protest. 

The Assembly adjourned with Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Woodbridge. 
Thursday afternooir . 

The Assembly opened with prayer by the Rcv. Dean Adair. 
The Moderator announced the following as members of the Comiiiittee to 

The Revs. Dyrness, Woolley, and Elder M. F. Thompson. 
The following Protest was presented and filed. 
“l’he undersigned hereby respectfully protest the action of the third General Assenihly 

of the Presbyterian Church of America i n  adopting the first section of the report of the 
Committee on Foreign Missions, for the following reasons: 

I .  The action of the Assembly i n  adopting the majority report inclucled a condemna- 
tion and a judgment upon the Independent Board for Presbyterian Foreign Missions, a 
body which has no organic nor ecclesiastical relationship t o  the Presbyterian Church of 
America. 

2. The juclgnient declaring that the Board was nut of accord with the provisions of its 
charter was made by the Assembly without any inquiry into or investigation of the Inde- 
pendent Board for -Presbyterian Foreign Missions, and without the members of the As- 
sembly having before it the charter of the Independent Board; and further without the 
General Assembly having before it the certain individuals on the Board to  whom reference 
was made i n  the majority report i n  order that they might have an opportunity to defend 
theniselves on the charges made against them. 

answer the Protest. 
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3. T h e  resolution referred t b  as being intrutlucetl into the Independent Board by those 
who are mentioned as having resigned i n  tlie majority report was never presented t o  the 
Assemblv i n  order that  it might see the things involved i n  said report. 

4. T h e  declaration concerning the I ndependent Board for Presbyterian Foreign Mis- 
sions is in efieci an attack upon a Christian institution which has been used glorious1 
the Lord i n  the great battle i n  defense of the faith. T h e  Independent Board should {a:: 
the best wishes of all the members o f  the Ptesbyterian Church of America rather than 
the official condemnation o f  the General Assembly. Section 1 of the majority report 
condenined the I n~lepenclent Board for Presbyterian Foreign .Missions without giving t o  
that Board a hearing, and secured i n  en‘cct a mandate o r  deliverance against the Board.” 
S i g n ed- 

I 3 w .  L. \\’a&, Leslie A. Dunn, Desniond Jones, A. Franklin 1-aucette, Charles G. 
Sterling, Milo F. Jamison, Allan A. Mac Rae, J .  F. Minor Simpsoii, Carl  Mclntire. 

The R’ioclerator announced that the same Coininittee woulcl be instructed to 
prepare an mswer to this protest also. 

It was moved that Overture No. 1 from tlie Presbytery of Philadelphia be 
ado p te cl. 

The Following Aiiiendmeiit was moved, that there be acldecl to the Overture 
these words :-(This Amenclinent was not adopted, and is omitted.) 

The following Amenclment to the Ameiidment, in*the form of a Subs~itute 
w a s  moved : 

“Thc Third Gcncral Assembly of tlie I’rcsbyterian Church of America has received 
:in overture from the Presbytery o f  Philaclelphia relative t o  the general subject of Christian 
Life and Conduct. and especial y to the subject of the use of intoxicating beverages. T h e  
Assembly would makc answer as follows:- 

( I )  )h’e believe that the \Vestminster Standards speak with adequacy and force upon 
these subjects, i n  thc Confession of Faith Chapter XX, L. C. Questions 122-145, and S. C. 
6 3 4 1  : and i n  particular in the following passages. c.. X Y .  2, ? 

“God alone is Lord of the Conscience, and hath left i t  free from the doctrines and 
commandments of men which arc i n  nnything contrar?. t o  his Word, or  beside it, in mat- 
ters of Faith o r  worship. So that t o  believe such cr>mmandments out  of conscience, is t o  
betray true libertv o f  Conscience. and the requiring of an implicit faith, and an absolute and 
blind ohedience, is t o  destroy libertv of conscience. and reason also. 

“They who upon pretence of Christian I-ibertj. d o  practice a n y  sin, o r  cherish any lust, 
d o  thereby destroy the end of Christian I-iberty:  which is, tha t ,  being delivered out  of 
the hands of our enemies, we might serve the Lord without fear, in holiness and right- 
eousness before him, all the clays of our life”’. 

Larger Catechism, Answer to question 136-  
“The  sins forbidden i n  the sixth Commandment are , . . all excessive passions, dis- 

tracting cares. immoderate use of meat, drink, labor and recreation : provoking words: 
oppressions, quarreling. striking, \\winding, and whatsoever else tends t o  the destruction of 
the lifc of any.” 

Answer t o  question 139- 
“The  sins forbidden i n  the seventh Commandment.  besides the neglect of the duties 

requirEd, are . . . idleness, gluttony, drunkenness, unchaste company, lascivious songs, 
books, pictures, (lancing, stage - plays: and all other provocations t o  or  acts of uncleanness 
either in ourselves o r  others.” 

(2) W e  d o  not feel that  anv  situation has actually arisen within the Presbyterian 
Church of America, which calls for-further statement”. 

The Moderator ruled this substitule in order as an amendment to the Amencl- 
ment. 

It was moved a n d  secondecl that consideratio~i of the inotioii and amenclments 
be postponed uiztil 5:OO P. M.  

It was moved alicl carried that the previous Question be put. 
The motioii to postpone was carried. 

, 

The rul ing was appealecl. The Assembly sustained the ruling. 

J t  W ~ Q  mo.\-ccl tlitit Overtiire Xo. 2 from the Presbytery of the Chicago Area 
bc 11 clop t Nl. 



At 5 :00 P. M. it u7as niovcd ‘ h a t  the orders  of the day be postpolled twenty 

It was iiiovcd that the motion to adopt the Chicago Overture No. 2 be put at 

The time having comc, the motion to adopt Over~ure No. 2 was put, and lost 
The dissent of  R ~ v .  Simpson was 

fivc minutes. 

5:22 P. R4. 

by the following vote--Ayes---24 Nays-65. 
recorded. 

The Motion was caruiecl. 

Tlic motion was carried. 

It was inovecl aiicl carried that the Assembly adjourn. 
The Asseml-,ly adjourned with prayer by  Rev. Edwin H. Riaii. 

7-11 .?L I-scln y Ev ell, il1.S’. 
1 

The public niceting coiiclucle(1 by  .the Committee on Honie Missioiis was an 
Evangelistic Service. Messages were clel iverecl by the Rev. Carl Ahlfeldt and thc 
Rcv. George W. Marston. The Rev. Charles J. \Voodbridge conclucted thc Service: 

Friday /?lo rniag . 
The Assembly reconvenecl on Friday morning at 9:iO P. R’t. and was opcriecl 

with a clevotioiial service conducted by the Rev. Mr. Zaiiclsira. 
The Moderator constitulccl the Assc~iibly with Prayer. 
The Minutes for Thursday u7ere rcact aiicl approved. 
The niotioii was made that the Amendnictit to the Aniendnient, as I IOIY on tlie 

floor, be subslituted for the main motion. The previous quesioii was callecl for. 
The,motion was adopted niid thc amendment 10 the aiiienclment l~ccanie the main 
motion before the house. 

coiiiniittee was presented, and is as follows: 

= I  
i 
I 

At 12:OO the orders of the day wci-e callecl for. ‘I‘he report of tlie Necrological 

I<EPORT O F  NECROI.OGlCAL COAIMITTEE 
LVc Ilumbly acknowledgc the goodncsc of  Cod \\/ho has granted to  u s  the privilege 

lovalty t o  Jesus Christ inore precious than the riches and honors of this world, whom 

‘ - 1  
of fellowship with 1 Iis servants who, having coniplcted their cartlily tasks as niinisters 
or elders o f  this church were callecl into Cod’s blessed presence since our last Assembly. We 
gratefully recognize the privilege which has been ours of fellowship with men who counted 

God has called into the ininistry of this church and into its eldership. and it is from such 
that some have been selected to stand i n  his presence, \Ve regret that we are unablc to  
rccord here by names the elders i n  this company. 

The Rev 
\\/. I< Fleck of Delta, Pa., served o!ir Lord in  the preaching; .of the LVord and the pastoral 
ministry through a lifetime of service, niarked by an increasing knowledge of God’s Word. 
until taken to be with the Lord on December 13, 1936. 

On January I ,  1937, i n  Bismark, North Dakota, God callcd to  himself one who was 
a leader without a peer, the Rev. J .  Creshan Ivlachen, D. D.. Lilt. D. Dr. Machen’s teach- 
ing and preaching ministry has niadc the principles of God’s Word more familiar t o  
t housands and thousands of the Children of the I a i i b  throughout the world, and the 
debt which this church owes to him c3n never be calculated. 

The Rev. Arthur F. Perkins, ot Merrill, Wisconsin, suffered deeply before his de- 
prirture on Ilecembcr 29, 1937. iMr. Perkins was a burning brand of the evangel who travel- 
led the length and breadth of the state of \V!sconsin to niake known the riches o f  grace and 
to plead ,with men lo rid themselvcs of the shackles of a soul-destroying ccclesiastical 
organization. 

“\\re thank God for the ‘l’estiniony of these servants. May we be found worthy to 
follow i n  their train.” 

Jt was moved and carried that the‘report be received, aiicl that a copy of it be 
traiisniitted to the immediate families of  the. persons mentjonecl. F o l l o ~ ~ i n g  the 
presentation of the ‘report, the Assciiihly joiiiecl in the singing of the hpmn “When 
T survey the wonclrous Cross” and was led in prayer by Mr.  Woolley. 

I 
I 

i 

From the number of our ministers three have departed from among us. 
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It was moved ancl carried that Dr. Buswell aiid Ur. Stonehouse be given t u 7 0  

iniiiutes asiece for the inaking of corrective reiiiarks regarding statements that 
affected the, work o f  the Assemhly. It was moved and carried that Dr. Stonehouse 
lie granted an extension of timc in this. 

I t  was m o v e d  that the Assembly adjourn. This was followed by a iiioLioii to 
adjourn to 1 :30 P. M., wliich was carried,, 
Friday A fLernoori. 

0 

The Asseiiibly recoiivenecl at 1 :W P. 1VI. 
The previous. question was moved and carried. 
The, inotioii before the house was ado?fed. 
I t  was moved and carricd that the Asseiiibly take no further’action on over- 

The Rev. J .  F. N h o r  Simpsoii had his dissenl from this action recorded. 
The Moderator ruled that notice of withclrawal from the inembership of the 

.Church was out of order in the Assembly, I~Aongiiig to its proper place i11 the 

tures relative to the same subject. 

~ O M W  judicatories. 
The orders of the dav wcre called for. 

had lieen filed. The motion carried. 

REPOl?? OF THE COMMIT’ l ’L~  APPOIN‘I’ED TO ANSWER THE PROTESTS 

NO. 1 -4ND NO. 2 

1.  T h e  action of the assembly constituted a judgment concerning the worthiness 
of a -cause which had been conimencied t o  the church by thc  Second General Assembly. 
I t  is ohviolis thiit the Assembly has the right t o  cease t o  recommend any .cause o r  object * 

whethcr or  not i t  is coniiectccl with the Presbyterian Church of America and t o  state its 

. 

. -  
reason lor such action. 

2. T h e  s p t e m e n t  uf the assembly concerning the loyalty of the Independent Board 
for  Presbyterian .Foreig!i Missions to i ts  charter was made after presentation t o  the 
Assembly of portions of the charter admitted to be be relevant by members of the In- 
dependeiir Board who favored the minority repor1 of the  Committee on Foreign Missions 
as well.as by members of said board who supported tt?e niajority report, and after p r e  
longcd debate i n  yhich facts ancl arguments concerning the I nclependent Board were 
presented I>y both sides. T h e  Assembly i n  coming t o  a conclusion concerning continued 
approval of the I ndepentlent Board. necessarily had t o  decide whether the actions of 
certain members of that Board were consistent with this charter. 

“The  reference t o  certain inclividuals is irrclcvent because the  recorded action of the 
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Covernnicnt was and is Independency rather than Presbyterianism, either to bring their 
practice into accord with the charter or resign from thc board. 

“The action of the Assembly does not cast & a  scrious reflection upon the integrity 
and the sincerity of jiurpose of those niembers of the Independent Board who are members 
of the Assembly. fhc action of  the Assenibly docs constitute a judgment that those 
persons are mistaken in their understanding of what is meant by Presbyterianism i n  Church 
Go\*e,y men t. 

5 atid 6. -]:,he Assembly admits that thc I ndepentlent Board for Presbyterian 
Foreign Missions has been used gloriously of the Lord i n  the great battle i n  defense o f  
the Faith”, but thc Assembly belie\.es, as above stated, that the Board is no longer i n  
accord with its charter. 1%- this the Assembly is heartily soiry. It hopes that Almighty 
God who has so graciously blessed the Independent Board i n  the past will cause it to bring 
its practice and policy into accord with the fundaniental principles of Presbyterian Church 
Government i n  order that it i i i a ~ ~  again be useful ;is a n  agency to promote truly Prcs- 
byte r i a ti Fo rei g ti M i ssi ( )n s. 

” I n  spite of the Assembly’s conviction conccrning the I ndepenclent Board, it i n  no 
wise assumed to imply that God could not or ~voulcl not use the Independent 13oard i n  
accorclance with His gf-eat purpose. 

“The Assembly simply states that it would not for a nionient entertain the jiotjon 
that it could issue a mandate o r  deliverance binding the niembers of an organtzatlon 
over which it had n o  control. 

“Since protest No. 2 contains no, material not included i n  protest No. I this answer 
is therefore dirccted to both protests.’ 

It was movcd and carried that the election of the nicnibers to the Coininittee 
on Home Missions and Church Extension: and thc Coniiiiittec 011 Foreign Missions 
be made the order of the day for 3:30 P. h/I. 

The motion was 
carried by a vote of 42 to 30. The following persons had thcir disscnt recortled: 
Ministers Long, Van Til, Jansma: Freeman, Adair, Wool Icy, Sloat, and Elder 
Th om ps on. 

It was moved to adopt overture No. 5 from Califoriiia. The following 
amendment was adopted, that i n  place of the two iiii tial “Whereas” clauses, the 
following clause be substituted : “Whercas, there is toclay widespread confusion 
of thought i n  this nation on the relation of Christians to military iiistitiitions of 
duly constituted civil authorities;” and furthcr that the last two paragraphs referr- 
ing to Chaplaincy in the Army and Navy he deleted. Thc overture as amended 
was adopted. Thc following persons- had their iiaiiics recorded as dissenting 
from this action, -Ministers VanTil, Adair, Long, Wool ley, Sloat, and Elder 
T h om pson . 

It was moved to adopt overture No. 4 from California. 

It was moved and carried that no action he takcn on overture No. 7. 
l t  was moved and carried that n o  action be taken on overture No. 8. 
The order of the day, the clection of the committees, was callcd for. 
Tt was moved and carried that, before the election of a Committee on Foreign 

Missions, the Coiiimittec on H onie Missions lie dissolved and instead, i t  be the 
purpose of the Assenibly that there be elccted a Coininittce on Home h4issions and 
Church Extention of the same size and form as the proposed Committee on Forcign 
Missions. 

It was niovcd and carried that the election of inenibers to the committee on 
Foreign Missions be given precedcnce. 

The following persons were iioininatccl to the committce on Foreign R4issions; 
Ministers Stonehousef Jongewaard, Young; Kuiperk W. Strong, Woodbridge, K. 
Graham, Dyrness;’ Woolley, s’Holkeboer~ Marston, R. Strong, Marsden, RaiikinY9 
C lel 1 and, ’ D avi son Ro h r hau gh , and E 1 de rs Hu b b a r cl, McCr o d d en ,’J S t u art ,Is’ T h om p - 
son,dHunt,” Ferguson, Frazer, I-iayclcnc and Fawv It was moved and carried that ’ 1 

n o ni i n at i o n s he cl o secl . I 

I 
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The vote was taken by  ballo:, and pending the report o€ the tellers die 
Assmbly  proceeded to consider. the Requests bef ole  it. 

Request No. 1. from the Yresbylery of Califoniia*was presented. A motion 
that Mr. Wade be permitted to explain the request was carried, _and the permission 
granted. It was movecl and carried that the General Asseiiibly direct the Presby- 
ery to deal with this matter according to the Form of' Government. 

A niotioii 
that no action be taken was ameiicled to read that the General Assembly advise the 
Presbytery not to ordain the men conceriiecl. The amended motion was carried. 

Request No. 3 was r ead  f~ was nioved and cari-iecl that no action be takeit. 
The report of the tellers Concerning the vole for the members of the Comniit- 

Ice of Foreign htissiom was presented. A tie between Dr. Kuiper and Mr. Young 
was resolved by the Asseiiibly granting the request of Mr. Young that he be'placecl 
in the class of 1939, and I>r. Kuiper in the class of 1940. A siiiiilar tie between 

Request No. 2 from the Presbytery of Wisconsin was presented. 

Mr. Clellancl and Mr. Rankin was resolved by the Assembly granting thc request 
of N h .  Clellancl that he he placed in the class of 1938, and Mr. Rankin in tlic class 
of' 1939. Class of 1940, Ministers Dyr- 
ness, Woolley, Kuiyer and Elders Stuart and E'aw; Class of 1939, Ministers Young 
Stonehouse. and Rankin. and Elders McCroclden and Hayderi ; Class of 1938, 
Ministers Clell and. Ilavison, Holkeboer, and Elders Thompson and M lint. 

The committee a s  elected is as l'ollows: 

REPORT OF COMUITTEE ON CIIRISTIJIN EDUCATION 
. T h e  Con1 mi t tee bn Christ i a ti Ed ucii t ion sii bnii t s the following Recommend a t  ions : 

of Westminister Theological Seminary with their prayers and generous financial gifts. 

the formation of local societies for Christiatf Day Schools. 

of young people's societies looking forward t o  an organized young people's work. 

tion of Summer Bible Schools for children. 

1. T h a t  the General Assembly reconmend t o  pastors and congregations the support 

2. I'hat the General Assembly rcconimend t o  pastors and members of the  church 

3 .  T h a t  the General Assembly recommend t o  .Presbyteries and sessions the formation 

4. That  t hc General Assembly recommend t o  sessions and congregations the forma- 

. 

Calvin I< .  Cummings 



use of their premises, the reimbul-scmcnt of the Coininittee for a l~alance still clue 
on thc printing of the Minutes of t h c  Secoiicl Asseiiibly, and the cost of preparing 
aiicl publishing the docket of tlic p r e s e n t  Asseld3ly. The offering ~ 7 a s  taken. 

The following protest was prcsentecl and filed: 
“\Vc tlie undersigned, desire t o  protest the action of the ’Third General Asseiiiblp, when 
i t  aclopted only tlie resolution introduced by Mr .  Sloat, and thus  disposed of all tlie over- 
tures touching the subject of a Christian’s att i tude toward the usc of intoxicating beverages. 
Our protest is based on the following reason, - it  is our deep conviction that,  i n  tlie 
intercst of making clear the position on this matter which we hold, y d  which we believe 
t’s hclcl by the niajority of the menibcrs, o f  this Assembly, we should have declared that we 
ckem it wise t o  pursue and t o  encourage tlie course of total abstinence. 

“Signed: \Vm 7’ Strong, RII. N. Buffler, E. I-. \Vade, I?.. Voorliees, Leslie 
D ~ i i i i ,  I:. S. Dyrness, 13. A.  Coie, George Marston, M. I-. ‘Thomas, 
W m .  A.  Campbell, R. S. hlarsden, E. P. Cooper, James B. Brown. 

Thc Retort of the Coniinittcc on the Constitution was reccivecl and is as 
(With the exception of the proposed Book of Discipline, which is  not follows: 

here recorded) : 
REPORT OF THE coimri‘rrix ON TIIE COXSTITLITION 

* -  I lie Committe on the Constitution desires t o  make the following report of its work 
a n cl reconi mc t i  d a t ion s : 

1. I n  accordance with tlie powcr granted b! the last Assembly, the committee 
filled its vacancies by the addition of the Rev. R. B. Kuiper and  the Rev. Robert Strong. 

2. l:ollowing thc ciirections of the last Assembly available copies of the printed Form 
of Government, together with thc modifications made by tlic Assembly were sent out t o  
the various Presbyteries for  distribution. The 1:ortii of Government, which was adopted 
provisionally by the  last Assembly, is before thc ’I’hird Assembly for final adoption. 

3. T h e  proposed Book of Ikc ip l ine ,  which has been distributed t o  the ministers 
and sessions of the Presbyterian Church of /\met ica, is rcconimended for adoption with 
tlie following changes: 

A Chapter V, Section 2 should read: “Any person may be a witncss i n  a judicial 
case if  the trial judicatory is satisfied that he has sufient intelligence t o  under- 
stand, and can sincerely make, the following affirmat i o n  : ‘ I  solemnly affirm that 
I will speak the truth,  the whole truth, and nothing but the  truth concerning the 
matters o n  which I am called to testify.’ T h e  moderator shall require each 
witness before he testifies t o  make this affirmation.” 
B Chapter VII ,  Section 5 should have “of” in the two instances where “from” 
occurs a t  the end o f  the first sentence. 
C. Chapter VI I ,  Section 6 should read “Ollicer” for “officer-bearer” a t  the bc- 
ginning of the first senteticc. 
’l’he Lommittee regrets to report tliat i t  has been unable t o  prepare a Directory f o r  

the \Vorship of God. . T h e  reasons for our  failure t o  complete our work are the loss of 
Dr.  iMachen and the fact  that  the preparation of the Book of Discipline invc)lved fa r  
greater labor than had been anticipated. 

Respectfully submitted 
N. B. Stonehouse, Chairman 
R. B. I<uiper 
Murray Forst Thompson 
Robert S t roil g 

I t  was moved ancl carried that the proposed Book of Discipline be proi7ision- 
ally adopted, t o  be binding until the next Assembly. 

I t  was inovecl and carried that the Comiiiittee on the Constitution be continued 
until the next Assembly, to complete the task originally assigned to it. 

It was 1110\7ed and carried that it is our u~iderstancli~ig that the Fourth General 
Assemblv shall have power to adopt finally a Book of Discipline, ancl a Directory 
for the Worship of God. 
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It u7as moved and carried that the Coiiiniittee on the Constitution be author- 
izecl to proceed to tlie publication of tlie Form of Government as finally adopted 
byethis Assembly, and that the Coniniittee Be autliorized to make a charge for each 
copy, in order to defray the expense of publication. 

The Rev. 17. S. Dyrness estericled to the Asseml~ly an irivitatiori to hold its 
meeting next year at the Quarryville Church. It was inoved aricl carried that. the 
invitation be accepted. 

The report of the teller on the vote for tiiemhers for the Committee on Hornt,: 
Missions aiid Church Extension was preseiitcd. A tie between Mr. Sloat aiid Rlr. 
Murray for tlie class- of 1938 was resolved by the Assembly Franting the request 
of Mr. Sloat that his.natiie be withdrawn, with the understaiding that if any other 
member of the Committee should withdraw, Mr. Sloat would automatic;al ly fill 
that place. A tie between NJr. DeWaard ancl 1Vlr. DeVelde was resolved by the 
Assembly granting the request of Mr. l>cWaarcl that he be placed in the class of 
1939 and Mr. DeVelcle in the class of 1940. The Committee as elected, is-as Eol- 
lows: Class of 1940, Ministers Rian, Smith, DeVelcle, and Elders Dulles and Mc- 
Caughey ; Class of 1939, Ministers DeWaarcl, R. Stroiig, Skilton, and Elders Frazier 
ancl Worcester; Class of 1938, 1Vlinisters Woodbridge, Allen, and Murray, and 
Elders Campbell ancl Hunter. 

It was nioved and carried that .cvheii the Assembly adjourn, i t  adjourn to 
meet at Quarryville, Pa., May 31, 1938, fo  continue through June 3,  1938, 
the understanding that it niay meet earlier at the call of the Moderator of the T 
Assembly. 

It was moved and carried that the AssemlJly hereby express tc! the nfficers and 
meinbers of the Spruce Street Baptist Church of Philadelphia, the deep an'd sincere 
appreciation of its meiiibers for the kinclness of the officers and members ,of that 
Church in permitting it to ,hold its tiieeting in their premises. 

It was iiioved and carried that the clerk of the Third Assembly he authorized 
to prepare tlie docket for the Assembly of May, 1938. 

It was moved and carried that the Rev. R. S. Marsden and Elcler McClav l?e 
added to the Coniniittee on Christian Education. 

It was niovecl aricl cwrriecl that the Rev. 1:. S. Dyrness and the Rev. L. W. Slo3t 
he the Coinmiltee 0 1 1  Arran~ements for the Rsseinhly.of May 1938. 

I t  was moved and carried that tlie Clerk of the Third Assemhly be instructed 
to have the Minutes of that Assembly printed and distrihutecl, and that a charse 
for each copy be made, in order that the cost of printing might be met. 

It was moved and carried tliat the Rev. Mr. Woodbridge be asked -to make 
appropriate answer to a cahlegram containing information of especial interest to 
this Assembly, which hild passect tlirougli his office but by mistake had not been 
presented to the Assembly. 

It was moved that tlie Clerk of tlie Assembly send greetings to the Spocl  of 
the Christ-ian Reformed Church meeting i n  Graticl Rapids in June  1937., ?,'he 
Motion was carried. 

The l\'linutes of Friclay were reacl, 
corrected, and approved. 

The 1\'Ioderator iiiacle the following 
declaration : 

It was movcd that the Asseml,ly acljourti. 

J lie motioii to adjourn was carried. 
The Minutes of the entire Assembly were approved. 

r -  
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“By virture of the authority delegatccl to mc, by the C h u r d ~ ,  Ict 
this Assembly be dissolved, and I clo liercby dissolve it, and require an- 
other General Assemhl y, chosen in the satiw niaiiner, to meet in Quarry- 
ville, Pcnnsylvania, on the thirty-first clay of May, 1938, or carlicr, a t  
the call of the htoclerator of the Third Assembly, if this bccoiiies neces- 
sary.” 

. 
Benediction. 

The Moderator led in prayer, and pronounced 011 those present the Apostolic 

Leslie W .  Slont 
Clerk of Asse~nbl y 

c 
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LIST OF MINISTERS' 

THE YKESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA 

NOTE: This list is as of June 1st. Addresses have been corrected up  to date as 
nearly as possible. Nanics starred ("1 are of persons who h a ~ e  since 
withclrawn f rom the Church. 

CALWORNIA 
-,.Donald C. Blackie, 460 h la rp re t  Rve., Los Rn$elcs 
+ William H. Bordeaux, 4,1231/11 Normal Ave., Hol I ywood 

"Lewis H. Jamison, 7.51 Olive Ave., Long Beach 
Robert K. Churchill, 1341 Milivia St., Bcrkclcy 

1: M. C. Frehn, 1502 Colby Drive, Glendale 
d/ G. Arthur Hutchinson, 2.515 Workman St., Los Angeles 

"Milo F. Jamison, 9413 N. Fairfax A\7e., Hollywood 
"C. S. Kim, 154.5 West 35th St., Los Anseles 
"E. H. Osborne, 320 G. Mission Rcl., Glendale 
"S. H. Suthqland, 572 FIilclegarcle Rw., Los Angeles 

- -=Martin T, Thomas, 4245 Crenshaw B l ~ d . ,  Los Angeles 
:Edwin L. Wade, 900 Eldcr Court, Los Angeles 

I 

CONNECTICUT 
L. Craig Long, Box 1000, New Havcn 

DET, A W A RE 
bJ5hn P. Clelland, 210 W. 27th St., Wiliiiingtoii 
I Rbbert I-I. Graham, Middletown 

- "?Henry G. Welbon, Newark 

FOREIGN MISSION FIELD 
-3;:'gbert W. Andrews, Haichow, Kiangsu, Chiiia 
Henry W. Coray, 22 Post St., Harbin, Nlanchoukuo 

-A. J. Dieffenbacher, Kanhsien, Ki, China 
4". L. Fiol, 37 CantonmeIit Kcl., Lucknow. U. P. India 
-Floyd E. Hamilton, Pyengyang, Korea 
Alonzo D. Hitchcock, Castllla 24, Ayachucho, Peru 

~ Bruce F. Hunt, 435 Sansinskaya, Harbin, Rlaiichoukuo 
R: H. McIlwaine, 22 Post St., Harbin, Manchoukuo 

,c, -- * *'t 
ILLINOIS 

+*William J. Agnew, Box 12G, Deerfield 
"B. M. Brown, 2142 N. Clark Ave., Chicago 

Alber t  B. Dodd, North China Theological Scminarp, Tenghsien, Shan- 
tung, China 

- 
- -= J .  Oliver Buswell, Jr., Wheaton College, Wheaton 

L 

+ -*F. A. Geisenheiner, 1 038 N. Hamline Ave., Chicago 
--=F. H. Heydenhurk, 432 S. Peoria St., Chicago 
- "Charles G. Sterling, 212 E. Seminary Ave., Wheaton 
L, "R. Jackson Vaughn, 4,937 Lincoln Ave., Chicago 

W. Winkfield, 421 E. 64th St., Chicago 
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d l  A. Ahlfeldt, 537 E. 33rd St., Indianapolis 
f -1 

I 

-'+Peter F. Wall, 1323 46th St., Des Nloiiies 

&dward Wyhenga: 41 6 Florence St., Waterloo 
*Verne V. Wortman, Princeton 

3 - -  .l 
KENTUCKY 

JI( Lyle Shaw, 1029 O'Fallow Ave., Bellerue 
I / f  

MAlNE 
WDean W. Adair, 371 Congress St., Portland 

d e r a l d  A. Heersma, Oxford County, Love11 
JJ/ohn H. Skilton, 371 Congress St., Portland 

.? .- 
NIARYLANII 

.flRichar.d W. Gray, 25 Curtis Place, Maplewood 
,.&T-,eivis J. Grotenhuis, Phillipsburg 

-Frank Haniil ton, 6'701 Atlantic Ave., Ventnor 
,X &Desmond Jones, Collingswood 

+Edward B. Kellogg, 7 W. Adaiiis Ave., Pleasaiitville 

GJ ames L. Rohrhaugh, Pacific and Davis Aves., Wildwood 
,.Xlifforcl S. Sinith, 107 W. Commerce St., Bridgeton 
*Wil liarn T. Strong, 1212 Eldrcclgc Ave., West Collingswood 

--'*.Carl McIntire, 857 Maple Ave., Collit~gswood 

-&J. U. Selwyn Toms, 621 Ocean Ave., Ocean City - f i  Bruce Widenian, Ringoes 
!:; + )A- 

NEW MEXTCO 
$!--C, T,. Campbell, Farmington 

. 1 - 1  
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NEW Y9R.K 
- C. Dana Chrisman, P. 0. 130s 516, Nanuet 

R. Moody Holiiies, 626 Beach hvc., Rochester 
- "A lford Kellep, L'Amoreaus Home, Hallston Spa 

VK C. Rankin, Worcester 
C. E. Widenian, Wootihaven 

NORTH DAKOTA 
y.Samuel Allen, Carson 
eC.  '4. Balcoiii, Wilton 

+E. E. Matteson, Wiltoil 

OHIO 
Everett C. DeVelde, 246 Dorchester St., Cincinnati 

-aA. Fraiikliii Faucette: 16908 Delaware A\7e., Lakcwoocl 
. T. H. Mitchell, 803 Delaware Ave., Youngstown 

OKLAHOMA 
-M. A. Pearsoii, Westvillc 

OREGON 
/co J. E. Blair, Albany 
*'Glenn R. Coie, Bend 

33 

PENNSYLVANT A 
2Philip DUB. Arcularius, 32 Montgomery St., West Pittston 

*&obert L. Atwell, Harrisvillc 
- - .ealvi t i  K. Cuniiiiings, 1965 Pel-ryville Ave., Pittsburg 

Jeter DeRuiter, Nottingham 
- ,Franklin S. Dyrness, Quarryville 

Jean H. Faurot, 5219 Cartier St., Montreal, Quebec, Canada 
EWillial?i C. Floge Jr., 80146 Walker St., Philaclelphia 
#-David Freeman, 720 Carpenter Lanc, Philaclel phia 

i/John P. Galbraith, 154. Grecnwoocl Ave., Wyncote 
4. Laird Harris, 226 Zeralda St., Philadelphia 

-Kawrence H. Jongewaard, Rosl yn 
dR. B. Kuiper, 437 Glen Echo Kd., Philadelphia 

-%A. A. MacRae, Philadelphia 
. $obert S. Marsden, Middletown 

Gcorge W. Marston, Kirkwood 
:C. L. McCoy, R. 1). No. 6, Washington 

'pJohn Murray, Westminster Seminary, Chestnut Hill, Pa. 
WArthur Olsen, 25 S. 43 St., Philadclphia 
d3tanley I. Ray, 700 Walnut St., Philadelphia 
JaEdwin H. Rian, 7053 McCal I um St., Philadelphia 
LCharles G. Schauffele, 5434 Trinity Pl., Philadelphia 
*Ned B. Stonehouse, 5% W. Ellet St., Philadelphia 
a o h e r t  Strong, Willow Grove 
L J .  B. Thwing, 2216 E. Cumberland St., Philadelphia 

- 



Miiiules of the lh i rd  General Assembly 

LKelley G. Tucker, SO7 Noble St., Norristown 
I &ornelius Van Til, 5 East Park Rcl., Llaiierch 

4egina ld  Voorhees, West Pittston 

S;Charles J.  Woodridge, Salisbury, N. C. 
@a..~l Woolley, 447 Hansberry St., Philadelphia 
a. J. Yoiing, 120 Kreivson Terrace, Willow Grove 

3: -9+>-f 

I a o b e r t  L. Vining, Maplecrest, New York 

&Cary N. Weisiger 111, 542 E. Woocllawn Ave., Philadelphia 

. 

SOU'I'H DAKOTA 
>A. Culver Gordon, Baiicroft 
3 C .  Heatoii, Bancroft 
(rW. J. Magee, R. F. 13. No. 1, Haniill 

wCliarles L. Shook, Volga 
y;I a ck Za n cls t r a, A 1 e s an d r i H 

> 

#David K. Myers, Thunder Hawk 

G, -5- 
WASHINGTOPJ 

"*F. E. .Beatty, Wenatchee 5 z.~eoiiarc~ S. Pitcher, Seattle 

VC'I s CON s IN 
tLJdm Davies, Creshani 
rJtohii J. DeWaard, .Cedar Grove 
-Oscar Holkeboer, Oostburg . 
J .  Me1 1 exna , 0 con o niow oc 

. FW. H. Kielhorn, Oxford 

URGlliam A. Swets, 1950 N. Prospect Ave., Milwaukee 

I 




