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MINUTES OF THE
TWENTY-EIGHTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY
of the
ORTHODOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
PENNSYLVANIA
MEETINGAT GLENSIDE,
June 5-10, 1961
MONDAY EVENING, JUNE 5
Ruling Elder David L. Neilands, Moderator of the Twenty-seventh General Assembly,
opened the Worship Service preceding the Twenty-eighth General Assembly at 8 :00
o’clock, June 5, 1961, at Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Glenside, Pa. Mr.
Neilands spoke on the theme: “God Delivers His People,” basing his meditation on
Exodus 40:17-38. The Rev. Edward J. Young administered the Sacrament of the Lord’s
Supper, assisted by the Rev. Messrs. Jack J. Peterson and Robert H. Graham and by
Ruling Elders Willard E. Neel, Lambert Van Eerden, Harry Greiner, and George E. Smith.
TUESDAY MORNING, JUNE 6
The Twenty-eighth General Assembly was called to order at 9:07 o’clock and was
constituted with prayer by Mr. Neilands, following a devotional service at 8:40 o’clock
led by the Rev. Robert E. Nicholas.
The roll of commissioners follows:
Presbytery of California

Ministers: Henry W. Gray, Edwards E. Elliott, Edward L. Kellogg, Paul M. Lovik,
Robert E. Nicholas, Arthur 0. Olson, Dwight H. Poundstone, Salvador M. Solis.
Ruling Elders: David L. Neilands, George E. Smith, Clarence P. Taylor.
Presbytery of the Dakotas

Ministers: Carl A. Ahlfeldt, Elmer M. Dortzbach, Jonathan D. Male, Russell D.
Piper, Donald F. Stanton, Laurence N. Vail.
Presbytery of N e w Jersey
Ministers: W. Lee Benson, W. Harllee Bordeaux, Th.D., Calvin A. Busch, Thomas
S. Champness, Jr., Leonard F. Chanow, Ralph E. Clough, Edmund P. Clowney,
Raymond E. Commeret, John Davies, Everett C. DeVelde, Leslie A. Dunn,
Meredith G. Kline, Ph.D., Le Roy B. Oliver, Jack J. Peterson, Arthur B.
Spooner.
Ruling Elders: Richard A. Barker, Floyd C. Graf, Garret A. Hoogerhyde, Paul S.
MacDonald, Ernest J. Muller, Malcolm L. Woodruff; alternate: Edward A,
Haug, Jr.
Presbytery of N e w York and New England
Ministers: Herbert V. G. DuMont, Theodore J. Georgian, Burton L. Goddard,
Th.D., John C. Hills, Jr., Ronald E. Jenkins, Raymond M. MGGers, John
Murray, Charles G. Schauffele, Laurence C. Sibley, Jr., John H. Skilton, Ph.D.,
G. I. Williamson, George J. Willis.
Ruling Elders: Charles A. Embrey, John Garland.
Presbytery of Ohio

Ministers: Calvin K. Cummings, Arnold S. Kress, Thomas E. Tyson, William
Young, Th.D.,B.Litt. (Oxon.).
Ruling Elders: J. E. Atwell, John C. Smith.
Presbytery of Philuadelphia

Ministers: Robert L. Atwell, Lester R. Bachman, Robert W. Eckardt, Charles H.
Ellis, F. Clarke Evans, Henry H. Fikkert, John P. Galbraith, Robert H. Graham,
Robley J. Johnston, George W. Knight, 111, Robert D. Knudsen, Ph.D., Arthur
W. Kuschke, Jr., Luther Craig Long, Ph.D., John J. Mitchell, William J.
Rankin, Cromwell G. Roskamp, Leslie W. Sloat, Ned B. Stonehouse, Th.D.,
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Robert L. Thoburn, Cornelius Van Til, Ph.D., Robert L. Vining, Paul Woolley,
Edward J. Young, Ph.D., Raymond 0. Zorn.
Ruling Elders: Leonard G. Brown, Albert Eisentrager, F. Kingsley Elder, jr., Ph.D.,
Robert George, Edward Harting, C. L. Johnson, Charles F. Johnston, T. Nelson
Kellogg, Fairvan C. Lenker, Lambert Van Eerden, John H. Van Voorhis;
alternates: Ronald T. Murphy, Lewis W. Roberts.
Presbytery of the South

Ministers: Thompson L. Casey, Jr., John P. Clelland, Glenn R. Coie, Arthur A.
Froehlich, William H. McDcGwell.
Presbytery of Wisconsin

Ministers: Bruce A. Coie, George E. Haney, Jr., George W. Marston, Henry D.
Phillips, Carl J. Reitsma, John Verhage.
Ruling Elder: Lloyd P. Theune.
Total Commissioners: Ministers 80; Ruling Elders 25, alternates 3.
Mr. Oliver, Stated Clerk of the Twenty-seventh General Assembly, presented his
report as follows:
REPORT OF THE STATED CLERK
The Minutes of the Twenty-seventh General Assembly were published and distributed
by the Committee on Home Missions and Church Extension late in December, 1960.
The following errata were noted by the Clerk or called to his attention:
1. On page 6 the words “and by the addition of the following sentence to Rule No.
20, section e” should be inserted before the sentence beginning with the words “This
.”
provision
2. Page 8, last line, there should be a semicolon after the word “doctrine.”
3. Page 9, line 13, there should be a semicolon instead of a colon after the word
“ChUrCh.”
4. Page 87, the second paragraph under the heading FINANCES, should read
“contacts” instead of “contracts.”
5. Page 91, under heading CONTINGENT FUND, Receipts, the word “loan”
should be “loans.”
6. Page 97, line five, should read “Dr. Elder” instead of “Mr. Chanoux.”
7. Page 109, the words “first and second” should be inserted before the word
“recommendations.”
8. Page 114, line 16 (from bottom of the page), the word “concerning” should
be inserted before the words “the motion.”
9. A number of additional minor typographical errors were noted.
The Statistical Report is complete but there was not time to print it with the reports
to this Assembly. A mimeographed copy of the Summary of Statistics has been prepared
for distribution to the members of this Assembly. The complete report will be printed
with the Minutes of this Assembly.
Invitations to send delegates to this Assembly were sent to the following ecclesiastical
bodies : the Reformed Churches in New Zealand, the Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland
and the Christian Reformed Church in this country.
The Stated Clerk respectfully recommends that this Assembly propose to the 29th
Assembly (1) that Standing Rule No. 19 be amended by the addition of the following
section e “to prepare or arrange for the preparation of releases concerning actions of the
Assembly for the secular and religious press,” and (2) that Standing Rule No. 20, section
a, be amended by the substitution of the words “Committee on Christian Education” for
the words “Committee on Home Missions and Church Extension.”
The Report of the General Assembly Fund is as follows:

..
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY FUND
Statement of Cash Receipts and Disbursements
July 7, 1960 to June 5, 1961
Balance on Hand, July 7, 1960
-_--

$1,528.63

RECEIPTS

Contributions
Minutes sold

--

___________----

___-___
______

$1,910.90
85.75

----_-

1,996.65

------

_-__-_-__I--

$3,525.28

DISBURSEMENTS

Minutes - Printing ____________________________________
$1,223.00
Mailing -____________-______-_
54.23
$1,277.23

------

Committee to Study the Current Doctrines and
Practices of the Peniel Bible Conference 177.03
Travel, Stenographic Help and Supplies
161.46
Committee on Twenty-fifth Anniversary
7.21
Committee on Correspondence with Other Churches
32.34
Committee on A Hymnal
35.00
Delegate to Eureka Classis _________-_--_17.56
Conference Travel _ _ _ _ _ _-_______-~
Home Missions Committee for Facilities and Services
73.00
for Denominational Functions
Postage
91.19
Telephone __-___-__________________________
38.24
Typing Reports, Stationery, Supplies, etc. _____-__
86.73
Fee - Assistant Clerk _-_-_______---____-25.00
Fee - Clerk of Assembly
100.00
2,121.99

__-___

__-___
___
_______

__

’

c
_
I
I
_
_
_
_
_
_

-_-____________I_________II_

__________c_________________

------ ------

$1,403.29
Balance on Hand, June 5, 1961
On motion the recommendations in the report of the Stated Clerk were referred to
the Committee on Overtures and Communications for later consideration by the Assembly.
On separate motions the following amendments to the Standing Rules of the General Assembly proposed by the Twenty-seventh General Assembly were adopted: The
addition of Article 42 to read as follows: “Only properly accredited representatives from
corresponding bodies of other denominations shall be seated as corresponding members in
the General Assembly of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church” and the renumbering of the
folowing articles; and the addition of Article 56 to read as follows: “A time of recess
shall be provided in the docket during which the Temporary Committees may do the
work assigned,” and the renumbering of the following articles.
On motion the requests of Messrs. Dortzbach and Male that they be excused from
the Assembly after the Monday sessions, in the event the Assembly lasts that long, were
granted.
On separate motions the requests of Messrs. Olson and J. C. Smith that they be
excused at Saturday noon were granted.
On motion the request of Mr. G. E. Smith that he be excused after the Monday
sessions, in the event the Assembly lasts that long, was granted.
On motion the requests of Messrs. Georgian and Garland that they be excused at
Saturday noon were granted.

_
_
_
_
_
_
I
_

I
~
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The following were nominated for election to the office of Stated Clerk: Messs.
Barker and Oliver. On motion nominations were closed. On motion nominations were
reopened. Messrs. Nicholas, Peterson, and Cummings were nominated. A ballot was cast.
The tellers reported that there was no election on the first ballot. The Assembly
proceeded to cast a second ballot. The Moderator ruled that speeches for candidates were
not in order. Appeal was taken from the ruling of the Moderator. The Moderator was
sustained.
The tellers reported that there was no election on the second ballot. The Moderator
ruled that speeches for candidates were in order. Appeal was taken from the ruling of
the Moderator. The Moderator was not sustained. A third ballot was cast.
The tellers reported the election of Mr. Oliver on the fourth ballot to the office
of Stated Clerk.
The following were nominated for election to the office of Moderator: Messrs. Atwell,
Gray, G . R. Coie, Murray, Stonehouse, and Woolley. The Moderator ruled that the
name of Mr. Woolley be dropped, since he was not at the time a registered commissioner.
On motion the Assembly recessed for fifteen minutes.
The Assembly reconvened at 10:48 o’clock.
Mr. Oliver was nominated for election to the office of Moderator. On motion Mr.
Oliver’s request, that his name be withdrawn from nomination, was granted. Mr. R. J.
Johnston was nominated. A ballot was cast.
On motion the Assembly determined to proceed to nominations for election to the
office of Assistant Clerk. Messrs. Barker and Chanoux were nominated.
The tellers reported the election of Mr. Murray on the third ballot to the office of
Moderator. MI. Murray was escorted to the chair by Mr. DeVelde. Mr. Murray was
welcomed o the chair by Mr. Neilands and presented with the gavel. Mr. Murray responded appropriately.
A ballot was cast for the election of the Assistant Clerk. The tellers reported the
election of Mr. Barker to the office of Assistant Clerk.
The Rev. N. Robert Prins, fraternal delegate from the Christian Reformed Church,
was introduced to the Assembly and enrolled as a corresponding member.
The following OVERTURES were presented:

No.

No.

1. <Fromthe Presbytery of the Dakotas

The Presbytery of the Dakotas respectfully overtures the Twenty-eighth
General Assembly of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church (1) to instruct
(a) its standing committees to submit their reports to the next Assembly
for the period beginning April 1, 1961, and ending December 31, 1961,
and (b) its Stated Clerk to collect and compile reports from the sessions
and presbyteries for the same period; and (2) to amend the Standing Rules
of the General Assembly by substituting the word “December” for the
word “March” in Rule 20, section e.
2. From the Presbytery of the Dakotas
Whereas at the Twenty-seventh General Assembly there was expressed the
great need for the preparation of a critical proof text for the Westminster
Shorter Catechism; and,
Whereas there is a conviction on the part of many that the language of
the Shorter Catechism is archaic and greatly in need of being restated in
terms of modern English; and
Whereas the Bible was written in the language of the common people and
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the common people heard Jesus gladly, as He spoke the language of the
common people; therefore
The Presbytery of the Dakotas respectfully overtures the Twenty-eighth
General Assembly to (1) elect a committee of five to prepare a critical text
of the Westminster Shorter Catechism; and (2) instruct the above committee to revise the archaic language of the Shorter Catechism.
3. From the Presbytery of California
The Presbytery of California overtures the Twenty-eighth General Assembly
to the effect that Chapter XI, Sec. 2 of the Form of Government shall
be amended to read, “The General Assembly shall consist of representatives
of the presbyteries. The number to be elected by each presbytery shall not
be more than five.”
4. From the Presbytery of California
The Presbytery of California respectfully overtures the Twenty-eighth General Assembly to appoint Dr. David Calderwood to extend greetings from
the Orthodox Presbyterian Church to the Reformed Presbyterian Church
of North Ireland.

The following COMMUNICATIONS were presented:
No.

1. From the Presbytery of the Dakotas, informing the Committee on Pres-

byterial Records of the General Assembly that Presbytery uses a loose-leaf
binder for Presbytery minutes because of the convenience such an arrangement affords, and begging leave of the Assembly to continue to do
so in the future.
No. 2. From the Presbytery of California informing the Assembly of the Presbytery’s approval of Chapters 1, 2 and 4 of the proposed revision of those
chapters in the Form of Government, and requesting the Assembly to recommit the proposed revision of Chapter 3 of the Form of Government to
its committee on revision for further study of the relation between the
authority of Christ vested in the body, and the authority of church officers,
specifically the authority of church members in the selection of church
officers.
No. 3. From the Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Cedar Grove, Wisconsin
inviting the Assembly to meet at Cedar Grove in 1962.
No. 4. From the Rev. Eugene Bradford, Executive Secretary of Westminster Theological Seminary, requesting permission to address the Assembly.
No. 5. From the Committee on Foreign Missions of the Orthodox Presbyterian
Church as follows:
April 24, 1961
The Twenty-eighth General Assembly
c/o The Rev. LeRoy B. Oliver, Stated Clerk
7401 Old York Road
Philadelphia 26, Pennsylvania
Fathers and Brethren:
The Committee on Foreign Missions was requested by the Twenty-seventh General
Assembly together with the Committee on Home Missions and Church Extension and the
Committee on Christian Education to “study the teachings of Scripture as they concern
the remuneration accorded by these respective Committees to those engaged in administrative functions compared with those engaged in the direct ministry of the Word and
report to the Twenty-eighth General Assembly.”
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The Committee respectfully informs the General Assembly “that t h e Committee
has studied the teachings of Scripture concerning the remuneration of those engaged primarily in administrative functions compared to those engaged primarily in the direct ministry of the Word and that the Committee feels that the policy of the Committee in this
regard is in accord with these teachings.”
The Committee was also directed by the Twenty-seventh General Assembly “to review (its) administrative arrangements to determine whether they are the best that can
be achieved, and report to the Twentyeighth General Assembly.”
In fulfillment of this directive, the Committee responds as follows: “That the Committee has reviewed its administrative arrangements and determined that the course under
consideration for several years, namely, the securing of the full-time services of the Rev.
John P. Galbraith as General Secretary of this Committee, should now be put into effect.
It therefore obtained the concurrence of Mr. Galbraith and the Committee on Home Missions and Church Extension. The new arrangements became effective February 1, 1961.”
Sincerely yours,
John P. Galbraith
General Secretary

No. 6 From the Committee on Home Missions and Church Extension of the
Orthodox Presbyterian Church, as follows:
.May 2, 1961
The Twentyeighth General Assembly
c/o The Rev. LeRoy B. Oliver, Stated Clerk
7401 Old York Road
Philadelphia 26, Pennsylvania
Fathers and Brethren :
The Committee on Home Missions and Church Extension was requested by the
Twenty-seventh General Assembly together with the Committee on Foreign Missions and
the Committee on Christian Education to “study the teachings of Scripture as they concern
the remuneration accorded by these respective Commgtees to those engaged in administrative functions compared with those engaged in the direct ministry of the Word and
report to the Twentyeighth General Assembly.”
In response to this request, the Committee on Home Missions and Church Extension
reports to the Twenty-eighth General Assembly that it has been active during the year
studying the scriptural principles involved in determining the salaries of missionary pastors
and the relation of their salaries to those of its General Secretary. The Committee believes
that it has been seeking to apply these principles and now affirms its determination to
continue to do so.
The Committee was also directed by the Twenty-seventh General Assembly “to review (its) administrative arrangements to determine whether they are the best that can
be achieved, and report to the Twentyeighth General Assembly.”
T o this directive the Committee responds as follows: “The Committee has reviewed
its administrative arrangements, and following the resignation of the Rev. John P. Galbraith
as General Secretary, elected the Rev. LeRoy B. Oliver as General Secretary. I n connection
with this election, the Committee outlined in detail the duties of the General Secretary
and the Controller.”
Sincerely yours,
LeRoy B. Oliver
General Secretary
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From the Committee on Christian Education of the Orthodox Presbyterian
Church, as follows:
April 26, 1961

The Twenty-eighth General Assembly
The Orthodox Presbyterian Church
c/o The Rev. LeRoy B. Oliver, Stated Clerk
Fathers and Brethren:
According to the instructions of the Twenty-seventh General Assembly, the Committee on Christian Education has during the past year given attention to “the teachings
of Scripture as they concern the remuneration accorded
those engaged in administrative functions compared with those engaged in the direct ministry of the Word.” At
its meeting on April 24, 1961 the Committee adopted the following report to be submitted to the Twenty-eighth General Assembly.

...

A STUDY OF T H E TEACHINGS OF SCRIPTURE
AS THEY RELATE T O EMPLOYEES OF STANDING COMMITTEES
The Committee on Christian Education presents herewith a summary of relevant
Scripture for study.
I. Remuneration of full-time servants of the Lord i s commended and commanded in
Scripture.
In both the Old and the New Testaments, the people of God were instructed to
make adequate provision for those engaged in the full-time service of the Lord. “And,
behold, I have given the children of Levi all the tenth in Israel for an inheritance, for
the service which they serve, even the service of the tabernacle of the congregation”
(Numbers 18:21). There are numerous other passages of similar character, such as
Numbers 3 :48, Numbers 4: 9, Numbers 18:9-12, Deuteronomy 18:3, Deuteronomy 25 :4,
and I1 Kings 12:16. The New Testament is even more explicit. “Provide neither gold,
nor silver, nor brass in your purses, Nor scrip for your journey, neither two coats, neither
shoes, noryet staves: for the workman is worthy of his meat” (Matthew 10:9-10). “Even
so hath the Lord ordained that they which preach the gospel should live of the gospel”
(I Corinthians 9:14). “Let him that is taught in the word communicate unto him that
teacheth in all good things” (Galatians 6:6). See also Philippians 4:14 and I Timothy
c.10

That the workman of the Lord is worthy of his hire is clearly established in Scripture. But the amount of remuneration to be paid for various types of kingdom labor
is another question. Are all to be paid alike, irrespective of abilities and needs? What
instructions do the Scriptures give to guide us? The kingdom of God will be most effectively advanced when in this, as in all other matters, we are guided by the light of
divine revelation.
11. The remuneration of God’s servants may be given according to their abilities, diligence, and productivity.
There would seem to be specific authorization for variation in salary according to
amount of labor required, the office occupied,’ and the quality of the work performed
in I Timothy 5: 17,18: “Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of double honor,
especially they who labour in the word and doctrine. For the Scripture saith, Thou shalt
not muzzle the ox that treadeth out the corn. And, the labourer is worthy of his reward.”
The word translated “honor” (Gr. time’) has two meanings. One is “honor which belongs
or is shown to one.” The other is “a valuing by which the price is fixed; hence the price

,

10

TWENTY-EIGHTH
GENERALASSEMBLY

itself.” (See Matt. 27:9, Acts 5:2, Acts 4:34, 19:19, Matt. 27:6, I Cor. 6:20, 7:23, Acts
7: 16.) That the latter is included here should be obvious from vs. 18, where reference
to not muzzling the ox refers to the payment due to a servant of the Lord (see a similar
use of that quotation from the Old Testament in I Cor. 9:9). Also, it would appear
that “honor” earlier in the chapter, at I Timothy 5:3, refers to financial support of true
widows. Moreover, the final words of vs. 18 are evidently quoted from our Lord‘s words
in Luke 10:7, in which he is speaking of the material support of servants of the Lord.
From this understanding of I Timothy 5:17,18, we infer that in fixing a salary, it
is proper to take into consideration the abilities, the duties performed, and the manner
in which they are performed. This applies to General Secretaries and Missionary Pastors
alike.

111. There are diversities of gifts and functions

among the ministers of Christ’s church.
In the New Testament church there was a diversity of gifts possessed and a variety
of functions performed by those engaged in the ministry of the Word. “And he gave
some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;
For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the
body of Christ: Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the
Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ”
(Ephesians 4:11-13). How were these servants of God sustained in their labors? In two
ways. First, those who labored in the gospel oft-times supported themselves through their
own labors. This was eminently true of the apostle P a d . Paul wrote: “Yea, ye yourselves
know, that these hands have ministered unto my necessities, and to them that were with
me” (Acts 20:34). See also Acts 18:3. Second, they were supported by the gifts of God‘s
people. In his Epistle to the Philippians, Paul instructs them to support God’s servants
and then he acknowledges with gratitude gifts that were given to him. “Now ye Philippians know also, that in the beginning of the gospel, when I departed from Macedonia,
no church communicated with me as concerning giving and receiving, but ye only. For
even in Thessalonica ye sent once and again unto my necessity. Not because I desire
a gift: but I desire fruit that may abound to your account. But I have all, and abound:
I am full, having received of Epaphroditus the things which were sent from you, an odour
of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, well-pleasing to God‘’ (Philippians 4: 15-18).
It would appear that the gospel ministry of those engaged as General Secretaries
differs principally from that of missionaries and pastors in its emphasis on the ruling
aspects of the ministry.

IV.

T h e gift and function of ruling may not be valued above the
of teaching in the ministry.

gift and function

T h e Scriptures seem to indicate rather clearly the primacy of the gifts and functions
required of those who labor most directly in the ministry of the Word. “And God hath
set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that
miracles, then gifts of healing, helps, governments, diversities of tongues” (I Corinthians
12:28). In the context Paul places these offices and gifts in the order of their importance
in order to tone down the importance the Corinthian Christians had attached to the
gifs of healing and speaking in tongues. However important, therefore, the administrative
functions of the church are, we dare not say that they have primary position.

V. A qirit of humility and gratitude should characterize all servants

of the Lord receiving remuneration.
There should be the spirit of humility and gratitude that recognizes the necessity
and worth of both of these aspects of the ministerial office. Paul wrote to the Corinthians:
“Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not have you ignorant. Ye know that
ye were Gentiles, carried away unto these dumb idols, even as ye were led. Wherefore I
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give you to understand, that no man speaking by the Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed:
and that no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost. Now there are
diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. And there are differences of administrations, but
the Same Lord. And ther_e-are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which
worketh all in all. But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit
withal. For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of
knowledge by the same Spirit; To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts
of healing by the same Spirit; To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy;
to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues: But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing
to every man severally as he will. For as the body is one, and hath many members, and
all the members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ” (I
Corinthians 12:1-12). “And the eye cannot say unto the hand, I have no need of thee:
nor again the head to the feet, I have no need of you. Nay, much more those members
of the body, which seem to be more feeble, are necessary” (I Corinthians 12:21-22).
“That there should be no schism in the body; but that the members should have the same
care one for another” (I Corinthians 12:25). There is a diversity amid unity and a unity
amid diversity in the church of Christ.

VI. Equity and charity must characterize all decisions affecting the remunerations of
God‘s seruaiz ts.
In addition to these specific passages of Scripture to guide us in determining the
comparative remunerations to be accorded the employees of the church‘s committees, the
Scriptures set forth general principles to guide us. T h e first principle enunciated is that
of equity. Jeremiah wrote: “Woe unto him that buildeth his house by unrighteousness,
and his chambers by wrong; that useth his neighbour’s service without wages, and giveth
him not for his work” (Jeremiah 22:13). Paul wrote: “Masters, give unto your servants
that which is just and equal; knowing that ye also have a Master in heaven” (Colossians
4:l). W e have a mandate from Scripture to deal justly with one another in the labors
of the Lord.
Second, there is the principle of love. W e are called upon to do good to all men,
especially to those who are of the household of faith. Christ’s new commandment was
that we love one another - as Christians. W e are exhorted: “Beloved, if God so loved us,
we ought also to love one another” (1 John 4 : l l ) . How happy the experience of Paul,
“But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly, that now at the last your care of me hath flourished
again; wherein ye were also careful, but ye lacked opportunity” (Philippians 4: 10).
There should be a mutual care and concern that the needs of God’s servants, whatever
their office or function, be met adequately. There should be concern that they be remunerated sufficiently to carry on their work efficiently. There should also be the desire on
the part of all, with Paul, that they become not a burden to any.
Guided by these Christian principles of justice and mercy, it becomes necessary for
Christians responsible in financial matters to consider differences in responsibilities, productivity, living conditions, hours of work, the expenses involved in the performance of
duties, and other like considerations.

VII. “The care

of all the churches” is as truly a responsibility of Missionary Pastors as
well as General Secretaries.
T h e apostle Paul speaks of having “the care of all the churches.” This was true of
thc apostle Paul in a sense that it is not true of either General Secretaries or of Missionary Pastors. Paul was endowed with apostolic authority and responsibility. W e are
not apostles in the generic sense. It is true that the work of a General Secretary does
involve the care of many Missionary Pastors and their churches. It is highly important,
however, that we do not place an episcopalian interpretation on the work of a General
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Secretary. “The care of all the churches” is the responsibility and function of every
resbyter. It is the genius of the Presbyterian form of government that the responsibility
for the care of Christ’s church resides with the teaching and ruling elders. The responsibility for the missions and Christian education work of the church resides with sessions,
presbyteries and the General Assembly. Members of the various committees of the church
should share in the responsibility of “the care of all the churches.” Every true presbyter
will have the concern not only of the local church, but of the churches of the presbytery
in particular, and of the churches of the denomination in general. Church visitation is
one manifestation of this “care of all the churches” exercised by presbyteries. Oft-times
it involves arduous responsibilities and exhausting labors. All functions as a presbyter
beyond the level of the local congregation are regarded as part of his duty and the presbyter does not formally receive additional remuneration for this work.
Respectfully submitted,
Robley J. Johnston, General Secretary,
For the Committee

No. 8. From the Stated Clerk of the Svnod of the Christian Reformed Church,
No. 9.
.

No. 10.
No. 11.

informing the Assembly that the fraternal delegate of that body would be
the Rev. N. Robert Prins.
From the secretary of the Deputaten Voor De Correspondentie Met Buitenlandse Kerken of De Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland, informing the
Assembly that the fraternal delegate of that body would be Professor Dr.
G. Brillenburg Wurth.
From the Synod of De Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland, inviting the
Assembly to be re resented by one or more delgates at the Synod in
Apledoorn, the Netierlands in August, 1961.
From the Reformed Churches of New Zealand, as follows:
Auckland, 25th May 1961

To the General Assembly of
the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, U.S.A.
Dear Brethren in the Lord,
W e received an invitation to attend the meetings of your General Assembly. Thank
you for inviting us. W e will not be able to send a representative this time, but we hope
that the Lord will make it possible for us in His time to be represented at your Assembly
in future years.
W e would like to express how thankful we are and how much we praise the Lord
for the Orthodox Presbyterian witness. In New Zealand we had to face a situation in
the established Presbyterian Church which was very similar to the circumstances in the
States twenty-five years ago, and we believed that we had to follow the example you
gave us.
W e bless the Lord that He has enabled ou to continue stedfastly in your witness
for the gospel of salvation by grace and by f a d alone, and we feel that we should assure
you that not just in the States, but in many parts of the world we of the reformed, the
resbyterian faith do listen to the voice of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church and of the
Kestminster Seminary.
W e have hoped for many years that we would be able to find help in the ranks of
your Church for the ministerial and pastoral needs of New Zealand, and we are thankful
that it seems as if God is opening doors for us in this regard.

I

I
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Brethren, may the Lord give you a fruitful work to do in your Assembly, and may
He help you and strengthen you in your witness to His Word.
For the deputies of the Reformed Churches
in New Zealand.
J. W. Deenik.

No. 12. From the Eureka Classis, Reformed Church in the U.S., as follows:
Upham, N. D., May 27 ,1961
The Twenty-eighth General Assembly
The Orthodox Presbyterian Church
Brethren in Christ,
The 51st Annual Session of the Eureka Classis, Reformed Church in the U.S.,
instructed me as Stated Clerk to send fraternal greetings to the 28th General Assembly
of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church on its 25th anniversary.
Indeed, w e share in your gratitude to God as He has brought you throug a quarter
century of maintaining and propagating the historic Reformed faith. We believe with you
that so long as a church stands upon and adheres to the infallible Scriptures it may always
look to the future with confidence, courage, and assurance.
May Jesus Christ the Head of the church and the Saviour of His people be pleased
to grant to you of the abundance of His grace.
Sincerely in Christ,
Rev. Lloyd Gross
Stated Clerk, Eureka Classis
Reformed Church in the U.S.

No. 13 and No. 13A. From the Bible Presbyterian Church Inc. (Columbus Synod)
informing the Assembly that the Rev. Daniel Fannon would be the fraternal
delegate of that body to this Assembly.
No. 14. From the Stated Clerk of the Reformed Presbyterian Church in North
America, General Synod, informing the Assembly that the Rev. Wilbur
W. Blakely would be the fraternal delegate of that body to this Assembly.
No. 15. From the Korea Mission of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, as follows:
Orthodox Presbyterian Mission,
Box 184
Pusan, Korea
May 30, 1961
T o The Twenty-eighth General Assembly of
The Orthodox Presbyterian Church,
Philadelphia, Pa.

,

Fathers and Brethren,
The Korea Mission of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church wishes to send greetings
and express its congratulations to the General Assembly on the occasion of the 25th Anniversary of the founding of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church.
It is our joy that from the very beginning the unique testimony and struggle for the
purity o f the gospel made by the founders of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church has been
extended to Korea.
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Asmissionaries we have a special interest in this anniversary and the occasion it marks
because, as many remember, the question of missions was one of the focal points in the
controversy which rocked the Presbyterian Church U.S.A. in the twenties and thirties,
resulting in the birth of our beloved Orthodox Presbyterian Church.
Especially to us as missionaries in Korea, one of the fields greatly affected by the
controversy, this anniversary is of more than ordinary significance. Mr. and Mrs. Hunt,
two of the present members of our mission, had served under the Presbyterian Church
U.S.A. in Korea from 1928-1936 and left that church over these issues to become charter
members of the then “American Presbyterian Church.” At least 17 other Korea missionaries left the Presbyterian Church U.S.A. over these issues.
Mr. and Mrs. Hunt were returned to Korea under the Independent Board for Presbyterian Foreign Missions, the missionary agency recognized by our church at that time,
but Mr. Hunt’s credentials to the Korean Church were from the Philadelphia Presbytery
of the “American Presbyterian Church.”
In acce ting him on these credentials, the Korean Presbyterian Church officially
recognized t l e American Presbyterian Church as early as September, 1936 and subsequently revised its constitution to include our church among the officially recognized
denominations working in connection with it. The Hamiltons, Miss Handyside, the Hards,
Spooners and Conns have since been added to the list of Orthodox Presbyterians who
have worked in the Korean field.
The struggles in the Korean Presbyterian Church over the last 25 years, have thus
been related to and often paralleled the struggles of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church.
In Korea, the name of Machen is still used by opponents, when speaking of the
(Conservative) Korean Presbyterian Church. This church is the result of a union consummated in December, 1960 of the 590 (Koryu Pah) Korean Presbyterian congregations,
with which the Orthodox Presbyterian Missionaries have been working for the last 15
years and around 1400 congregations of the above mentioned “NAE” group, totalling approximately 2000 congregations.
Several Westminster trained men are in places of leadership in this (Conservative)
Korean Presbyterian Church and the three ministers of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church
serving as missionaries in Korea constitute half of the total of 6 ordained missionaries
working with it.
W e continually marvel that our comparatively small church has been allowed to
have such an influence in this one of the larger churches of the orient.
The struggle is not over. There has been and still is “a great door and effectual”
opened to the Orthodox Presbyterian Church in Korea, though there are “many adversaries.”
W e praise God for the Orthodox Presbyterian Church’s testimony over the last 25
years and pray that it may continue undiminished and uncompromised till Jesus comes.
Sincerely,
The Korea Mission of the
Orthodox Presbyterian Church
Theodore Hard, Chairman

No. 16. From the Calvary Orthodox presbyterian Church, Cedar Grove, Wisconsin
informing the Assembly of its approval of Overture No. 1 and disapproval
of Overture No. 3.
No. 17. From three members of the Assembly, as follows:
This is to protest the manner in which the Lord’s Supper was administered
preceding the opening of the 28th General Assembly, on at the least the
following two grounds:
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The only announcement provided on the docket and listed in the Silver
Anniversary Services was: “Devotional service in charge of Ruling Elder
David L. Neilands, Moderator of the 27th General Assembly.” This
made no provision for the kind of preparation that is called for by 1V:l
of our Directory for Worship in obedience to I Corinthians 11:28.
2. There was inadequate exercise of the “power of the keys” (Matthew
16:19) as called for by XXIX:8 of our Confession of Faith, which
along with other statements in our subordinate standards and in Scripture require some restriction in regard to those who are admitted to
the sacrament.
Robert L. Atwell
John Murray
George W. Knight
1.

On motion it was determined that certain requests for excuse received by the Clerk

be read. Requests for excuse for absence from the Assembly from the Rev. Messrs. Lionel
F. S. Brown and Arthur G. Riffel, and Ruling Elder Wilfred Gesch, Sr., of Calvary
Church, Cedar Grove, Wisconsin, were read.
On motion it was determined that Communication No. 1 be referred to the Committee on Presbyterial Records, Communication No. 2 be referred to the Committee on
Revisions to the Form of Government and Book of Discipline, Communcation No. 3 be
referred to the Committee on Date and Place of the Next Assembly, Communication No.
10 and Overture No. 4 be referred to the Committee on Correspondence with Other
Churches, Communication No. 16 be referred to the Committee on Overtures and Communications (in addition to Overtures Nos. 1, 2, and 3, as provided by the Standing
Rules), and that Communication No. 4 be referred to the Stated Clerk with instructions
to arrange a suitable time.
On motion Communication No. 17 was referred to the Committee on Overtures and
Communications.
On amended motion the times of convening, recess, and reconvening were set as
follows:
Daily - Convene at 8:30 a.m. following a 20-minute devotional service.
Recess 10:30-10:45 a.m. Recess for lunch 12:30 p.m. Reconvene 1:45 p.m.
Recess 3:30-3:45p.m. except on Friday.
Recess 5 :30 p.m. for dinner except on Friday, when recess will be 4:30 pm.
Tuesday evening, recess for meetings of Temporary Committees.
Wednesday, 8 p.m. Lecture: “Machen in the Church” - Professor Paul Woolley.
Thursday, 7:30 p.m. Popular Service of Committees on Home and Foreign Missions.
Friday, 6:30 p.m. 25th Anniversary Banquet, Emmanuel Orthodox Presbyterian
Church, Wilmington, Delaware.
8 p.m. 25th Anniversary Rally, Emmanuel Church, Wilmington, Address: “Others
Have Labored” - the Rev. Carl A. Ahlfeldt.
On motion it was determined to recess to reconvene at 1:45 p.m. The Assembly
recessed at 12:36 p.m. after prayer by Dr. Skilton.
TUESDAY AFTERNOON

T h e Assembly reconvened at 1 :46 o’clock with prayer by Dr. Goddard.
By unanimous consent, Mr. Prins, fraternal delegate of the Christian Reformed
Church, was invited to address the Assembly at this time. Mr. Prins addressed the
Assembly. Mr. Clowney responded for the Assembly.
On motion the proposed docket was adopted with the following amendments: that
item No. 23, viz., the report of the Committee on a Representative Assembly, be made
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the order of the day at 1:45 p.m. on Wednesday and that the Moderator appoint a Committee on Necrology tomposed of two members.
The Moderator announced the appointment of the following committees: Overtures
and Communications
the Rev. Messrs. Atwell, Coray, De Velde, Peterson and Mr.
Roberts; Presbyterial Records - the Rev. Messrs. Poundstone and Knight and Mr. J. C.
Smith; Date and Place of Next Assembly - the Rev. Messrs. Reitsma and Chanoux;
Travel Fund - the Rev. Messrs. Clelland, G. R. Coie and Phillips; Necrology - the Rev.
Messrs. Cummings and Woolley. The Moderator appointed the first-named member of
each committee as convener.
Mr. Nicholas presented the report of the Committee on Twenty-fifth Anniversary
as follows:

-

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY
Subsequent to the death of the Rev. Robert S. Marsden, who had served as chairman
of the Committee, the Moderator of the 27th General Assembly asked the Rev. Robert
W. Eckardt to serve in his place and appointed the undersigned as convener.
Your Committee has sought to fulfill its task in the following manner:
1. A ublic rally has been arranged for Friday evening, June 9 in the Emmanuel
Church, WiPmington, Del. with the Rev. Carl A. Ahlfeldt to speak on the subject: “Others
Have Labored.” A banquet will precede the rally, with Professor Ned B. Stonehouse
presiding.
2. Professor Paul Woolley accepted the Committee’s invitation to lecture on Wednesday evening, June 7 on the theme “Machen in the Church.” Further details of these
and other events of the Assembly week are listed in a bulletin which the Committee prepared for distribution.
3. The preparation of an anniversary volume is under way. A deadline for materials
from the churches and ministers has been set for this Assembly week. The Rev. Robert
Vining is preparing a history of the church and its committees. It is planned also to include a history of Westminster Seminary which is being prepared by Professor John Skilton.
We expect the book may run to about 112 pages with some 200 photographs included.
O n the assumption that nearly every family in the church will want a copy, we plan
on a minimum printing of 2,000 to be sold at $1.75. An effort to obtain advance orders
will be made through the use of a sample page with price information and an order form.
It is hoped that printing of the volume may be completed during the summer.
4. Response to our inquiry about sermons to be chosen competitively for a possible
book of best sermons brought some 30 favorable replies, considerably short of the 50 we
had set as a minimum. Reaction as to how well such a book might sell was almost uniformly pessimistic, an opinion shared by a Reformed publisher with whom we consulted.
While we are indeed grateful to those who responded favorably, particularly to a few
who actually submitted manuscripts, your Committee concluded that it was not warranted
in proceeding with this project, and is making no further plans along this line.
5. It has come to our attention that several of the presbyteries have already had
anniversary celebrations. W e would observe that it is not too late for others to do so, or
for local congregations to avail themselves of the opportunity to call attention to our
quarter of a century of history.
6. The Presbyterian Guardian has given some particular attention to this anniversary of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, and will continue to do so.
The Committee recommends:
1. That an offering be received at the popular rally on Friday evening toward the
General Assembly Fund, through which expenses of this Committee are being handled.
2. That the churches be urged to promote the distribution of the Anniversary
Volume.
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3. That the Committee be continued in order to complete its tasks.
On separate motions the recommendations contained in the report were adopted.
Mr. Clelland presented an oral preliminary report of the Committee on Travel Fund.
Dr. Stonehouse, President of the Committee on Home Missions and Church Extension, presented the report of the Committee as follows:
REPORT O F
T H E COMMITTEE O N HOME MISSIONS AND CHURCH EXTENSIONThe following home mission fields were supported during part or all of the past
fiscal year:
California
Chula Vista
Whittier
Colorado
Thornton
Florida
Hialeah
Illinois
Evergreen Park
West Chester
,Wheaton
Maine
Bangor

Maryland
Baltimore
Massachusetts
Fall River
Nebraska
Lin co1n
New Jersey
Stratford
Oklahoma
Oklahoma City
Wisconsin
Gresham, Menominee

Westminster Church, Westchester, Illinois, and Westminster Church, Evergreen
Park, Illinois, assumed self-support on April 1, 1961.
REPORTS ON THE FIELDS
BALTIMORE

The Rev. Cromwell G. Roskamp began his labors in this field on May 1, 1960.
There has been a gradual but apparent increase in attendance at the worship services,
particularly on Sabbath evening. A monthly Bible class is held in the home of one of
the members in an effort to reach the unchurched in that community. A week of special
services with the Rev. Ralph E. Clough as speaker was held in the fall. A similar effort
is planned for October, 1961. T h e congregation has changed its name from St. Andrew’s
to First Church. Plans are under way for the eventual establishment of a Christian Day
School in the area.
BANGOR

Pilgrim Church occupied its new building on June 3, 1960. As a result, attendance
at all services has increased, particularly in the Sunday school. Children from the community have started to attend not only the Sunday school but also a mid-week children’s
meeting. An effort to reach the mothers of these children through social gatherings has
met with some success. Th_e church has also been able to minister to a number of families
who have come to Bangor at the Dow Air Force Base. However, few new members have
been received. Moreover, the financial problem of this field is severe. T h e Committee
has had the cooperation of the Presbytery of New York and New England in an effort
to solve this problem. The Rev. George G. Weeber is the missionary.
CHULA VISTA

During the year Bayview Church suffered reverses not only through loss of members
who moved from the area but also through the lack of a permanent meeting place. T h e
congregation is now worshiping with Paradise Hills Church, San Diego, but receives
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its own offerings. The congregation has been without a pastor since December, 1960.
Little progress may be expected in this field until a building is erected. There is good
reason to believe that a major obstacle to the erection of a building, namely the lack
of water, will be removed by the end of the year. An effort is being made to secure a
missionary for this field.
EVERGREEN PARK

As previously noted, this field assumed self-support this year. New members have
been added and the pastor, the Rev. Bruce A. Coie, reports that there are also new prospects for membership receiving innstruction. A teacher training program for Sunday school
teachers has been instituted. The ministry of the church includes that of comfort to
patients in two convalescent homes near the community

.

FALL W E R

Grace Church has continued to make steady progress. During the year ten new members were received, a group larger than that with which the congregation began. Two
Bible classes have been begun in homes of members of the congregation in an effort to
reach the unchurched. A new course of instruction has been introduced into the Sunday
school with good results. Additional improvements have been made on the church building.
A radio broadcast for which free time is granted the missionary, the Rev. G. I. Williamson,
is part of the outreach of the congregation.
GRESHAM

- MENOMINEE

Despite the strong Roman Catholic and pagan influences in this area, the missionary,
the Rev. Henry D. Phillips, reports four conversions and also that there are three adults
now receiving instruction in the Faith. During the year, Miss Ila Jean Miller, a member
of the congregation at Gresham, has assisted Mr. and Mrs. Phillips in the work. Miss
Miller, a graduate of the Reformed Bible Institute, has been able to relieve Mr. Phillips
of many small details of administration thus releasing him for missionary labors. Menominee Reservation became a county of the State of Wisconsin in April, a change of status
which may complicate the- socio-economic situation of the Indians and thus add to the
problems of the missionaries. Both Old Stockbridge Church and the Menominee Chapel
plan to assume a larger portion of the pastor's salary during the coming year.
HIALEAH

Following the occupation of a new 40' x 70' dual-purpose Sunday school and church
building, Sharon Church has shown growth in every aspect of its life. Eleven adults and
five young people from Hialeah were instructed and received into communicant membership. Twelve adults from southwest Miami were also received. The latter group desires
to start worship services in the area near their homes. The Rev. Glenn R. Coie has spent
much time and effort in the instruction of the southwest ,Miami people and is encouraging
them to begin a new mission work. It is hoped that in the near future, a missionary may
be obtained and Mr. Coie freed to work more intensively in the Hialeah area. Particularly encouraging is the growth of the young people's work in Sharon Church.
LINCOLN

Attendance at Faith Church and Pioneer Chapel has increased during the year.
Eight new members were received and the pastor, the Rev. Russell D. Piper, is instructing
several prospects, in addition to covenant children, in a communicant church membership
course. A new room was added to the building used by Pioneer Chapel and a record
attendance of 80 was set there in January, 1961. It is hoped that with the development
of leadership in the chapel, a congregation may be formed in the near future. Faith
Church, Lincoln, has had a slower growth. There is the ever-present problem of turnover
in membership together with the competition of several United Presbyterian churches
in the area. However, there is reason for encouragement.
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OKLAHOMA CITY

Knox Church, under the leadership of the Rev. Carl A. Ahlfeldt, has seen a gradual
increase in attendance at all services. The community is becoming aware of the congregation’s presence and visitors from the neighborhood have been attending. There has
been increased faithfulness on the part of the congregation, both in attendance at the
services and in sacrificial giving. The manse has been repaired and there are plans for
the purchase of additional pews for the church auditorium. The vacation Bible school
has proved to be an entering wedge into the community.
STRATFORD

The Rev. Jack J. Peterson took up his labors in this field in January, 1961, the
congregation having been without a pastor for only a few months. Progress continues to
be made in every area of the church’s life. A teacher training program is in progress and
there is hope that the Sunday school may become a more effective means of reaching
the children and adults of the community. The election and ordination of a deacon has
added to the leadership of the congregation. A program of visitation-evangelism, and the
purchase of a manse for the pastor are projected for the new year.
THORNTON

Organization of Immanuel Chapel as a congregation and the winning of the Sunday
school contest sponsored by the Committee on Christian Education are noteworthy accomplishments in this field during the past year. The congregation experienced the greatest
growth of its history. Membership increased from 28 to 46 and the Sunday school showed
100% gain. Two new Machen Leagues and a junior choir have been started. Efforts to
organize the Sunday school for more effectiveness have been successful. T h e congregation
has been able to assume a larger part of the pastor’s salary and has begun to retire the
debt on the church building. The Rev. Laurence N. Vail continues to serve as missionary.
WESTCHESTER

As previously reported, Westminster Church assumed self-support on April 1, 1961.
Attendance has increased in all services thus presenting a problem of space. Nine communicant and 11 non-communicant members were received during 1960. A laymen’s
outreach program has continued with only a fair degree of success. However, there has
been more consistent participation in the program on the part of members. T h e pastor,
the Rev. Glenn T. Black, reports that the greatest gain of the year has been spiritual
growth in the lives of members of the congregation.
WHEATON

In the first year of its life, Bethel Church attendance at.the morning worship service
increased from an average of 65 to an average of 125. Communicant membership has
doubled and the congregation has been able to reach both students of Wheaton College
and new residents of the community. T h e congregation is wrestling with the problem
of where to re-locate the church. At the present time the church building near the
college is reaching many students but the congregation desires to reach the community
also. The missionary, the Rev. Francis D. Breisch, reports that giving has been consistently high.
WHITTIER

The occupation of a new building in March, 1961, was a high point of the past
year for Calvary Church. Fifteen communicants were received during the year. Through
the Church Extension Loan Fund and a loan from Calvary Church, Cedar Grove, the
new building was made possible. The population of the area continues to grow, offering
a great opportunity for evangelism. The pastor, the Rev. Dwight H. Poundstone, reports
that the congregation has been able to meet its financial obligations regularly.
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SUMMER WORI(ERS

The Committee has budgeted $3,500 for the eniployment of seminary students during
the summer of 1961 and is assisting in the support of seven students with these funds.
The Committee has also served as liaison in securing the services of students for churches
which were able to provide full support. We believe that the employment of students for
summer activity is in the best interests, not only of the local churches, but also of the
whole denomination. For while the students are‘ assisting in the program of evangelism
they are trained for future service as ministers.
CONTACT, WORK

There is evidence that many opportunities exist for the witness of the Orthodox
Presbyterian Church to individuals and groups in liberal denominations. During the past
year contacts have been made with a number of ministers and members of these denominations and the Committee plans to intensify its efforts in this area in the coming year.
BUILDINGS

In Bangor, Maine, a new building which serves as a church building and educational
unit was erected at a cost of $73,000. Part of the cost was financed by the Contingent
Fund of the Committee.
In Whittier, California, a new building which is the first unit of a master plan
was completed at an approximate cost of $65,000. The Committee lent $40,000 from
the Church Extension Fund.
CONTINGENT A N D CHURCH EXTENSION FUNDS

The Contingent Fund now has net assets of $162,103.76. Of this amount, $117,217.49 represents cost value of real estate, less notes and mortgages outstanding; $39,882.58
represents loans ta churches; and $5,003.69 represents cash on hand. The Committee
desires to use these funds to purchase land for building sites where we wish to start
new work.
The Committee would remind the Assembly of the need for loans to the Church
Extension Fund to enable both home mission fields and other congregations to finance needed church buildings. It is anticipated that up to $100,000 will be needed during the coming year. At the end of the fiscal year the Church Extension Fund had a net total of $106,726.85 in loans and interest received, of which $7,618.40 is a reserve against withdrawals;
$92,540.68 has been lent to the churches, while the balance of $6,567.77 has been
committed to churches. A detailed account of loans outstanding is given in the report
of the Treasurer. It is the intention of the Committee to promote the Church Extension
Fund through appeals for support of particular needs. The Committee urges churches
which have not done so to appoint Church Extension Fund Agents ta solicit loans from
members.
HEADQUARTERS

The Committee began to occupy a portion of the building at 7401 Old York Road,
Elkins Park (P. 0. Address Phila. 26) Pa. in July, 1960. The net purchase price of the
building, including all settlement costs, after deduction of the broker’s commission which
was donated, was $49,627.32. An additional $19,608.20 for renovations, including a small
amount for equipment, made the total $69,235.52. This Committee’s one-third share of
the cost was $23,078.51. Of this amount $20,600.20 was paid from the Headquarters
Fund which had been established for this purpose from bequests to this Committee.
The balance of $2,478.31 has been temporarily advanced from the Committee’s General
Fund. The Committee has also advanced $963.00 for the Committee on Foreign Missions
and $1,078.50 for the Committee on Christian Education toward their respective share
of the total cost.
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The building is titled jointly in the names of this Committee and the Committee
on Foreign Missions. Title is subject to a $22,000, 15-year, six per cent mortgage. These
Committees have entered into agreement with the Committee on Christian Education
promising them a one-third share in the title to the property upon their satisfying the
mortgage. These three Committees share the maintenance and operating costs of the
property in proportion to the space occupied by each, but any renovations or improvements
made for the benefit of any one Committee are to be borne by that Committee.
With considerably more space than these three committees have had before, the net
monthly operating cost of the building this year was 27% less than our previous space
would have cost us this year. The cost for space in the building has been $1.45 per square
foot per year as compared with $3.25 per square foot in the Schaff Building. For this Committee the cost of our office space during the year under review - rent for four months
and our building for eight months - was 24% less than rent for a full year; next year it
will be 46% less.
SALARY SCALE AND SCHEDULE OF AID
T h e Committee has made no changes in the Salary Scale and Schedule of Aid
which went into effect April 1, 1960, and which is printed in the .Minutes of the
Twenty-seventh General Assembly, pp. 86 and 87.
ADMINISTRATION

The Rev. John P. Galbraith, who bad served the Committee as General Secretary
for the past 12 years, resigned as of February 1, 1961. The Committee expresses to this
Assembly its sincere appreciation for his faithful and efficient service to the Orthodox
Presbyterian Church in this position. The Committee elected the Rev. LeRoy B. Oliver,
who had served as Associate Secretary since April, 1956, as General Secretary for a
term of three years. In connection with the election of a new General Secretary, the Committee delineated the duties of the General Secretary and the Controller.
FINANCES

Durin the past fiscal year,. general fund contributions, apart from the Thank Offering, were f51,636. In the prevlous year similar contributions were $55,051. This Committee's share of the Thank Offering was $21,409 as compared with $23,711 the year
before. The Committee received 36% of the total Thank Offering of $59,443; in the
previous year, it had received 39% of a total of $60,795. The total General Fund contributions for the year were $73,045 as compared with $78,762 in the previous year.
BUDGET

Missionary Salaries and Allowances
Church Extension
Office and Administration
Promotion

$50,03 5
6,100
18,070
3,125

________

I
_
_
_
c
I
I
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
I
_
_
_
_
_
_
I
I

____l___l_______-_l__

____I________

$77,330
ELECTIONS TO THE COMMITTEE

The terms of the following members of the Committee expire at this Assembly:
Ministers - Calvin A. Busch, Ralph E. Clough, Robert W. Eckardt
Ruling Elders - Garret A. Hoogerhyde, Lindsay B. Wagoner
The Committee notes with deep sorrow the death of the Rev. Robert S. Marsden,
formerly General Secretary of the Committee, which created a vacancy in the Class
of 1962.
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REPORT OF THE TREASURER

The Committee on Home Missions and Church Extension
of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Inc.
7401 Old York Road
Melrose Park, Pennsylvania

April 21, 1961

W e have examined the balance sheet, resulting from cash and certain accrual transactions, of The Committee on Home Missions and Church Extension of the Orthodox
Presbyterian Church, Inc. as of March 31, 1961, and the related statement of cash
receipts and disbursements for the year then ended. Our examination was made in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards, and accordingly included such tests
of the accounting records and such other auditing procedures as we considered necessary
in the circumstances, except that we did not verify notes and loans receivable by direct
correspondence. Our examination of receipts from voluntary contributions was limited
to a test comparison of duplicate copies of acknowledgements issued to cash receipts
records, deposit tickets and bank statements. The nature of voluntary contributions is
such that it is impracticable to audit them.
W e do not express an opinion, due to the qualifications listed above, as to the
fairness of the accompanying statements and supplementary information. However, nothing
came to our attention during the course of our examination which would indicate that
the balance sheet dated March 31, 1961, and the related statement of cash receipts and
disbursements for the year then ended were other than as shown on the accompanying
statements, or that accounting practices had not been applied on a consistent basis.

M m

AND

COMPANY

Certified Public Accountants

___-___-_______________-_____

General

Church
Extension

$20,600.20

23,078.5 1

$111,982.26
50,257.20
3,182.95
207,011.82
$372,434.23

134,552.02
7,097.28
206,126.64
11.39
$372,434.23

$ 24,646.90

Total All
Funds

$

1,516.77
1,452.81
213.37

$ 3,182.95

$ 3,182.95

$20,600.20
$20,600.20

Due from Intermediary funds ___-___________---Total general fund cash ________---

500.00
16.06
3,699.01
13,386.51
17,085.52
11.39
$17,074.1 3

__l_l________l_______---

~

-__-_______--_____
________-

NOTES: (1) General Fund cash is restricted as follows:
Restricted
Designated General Assembly funds
Regular
Travel __________-_
Constitution
West Miami work ___________________________
Administration building operations -___-_____
Total restricted __-_____________________._
Unrestricted General Fund cash __-_______-__-__

___---______-____________________

W
t3

__________-__-I-

_-___-__-_____-_-__

-__________________-__-_-_______

LIABILITIES AND RESERVES
$104,882.26
$ 7,100.00
Notes payable
43,807.09
Mortgages payable
$ 6,450.1 1
General Assembly funds
3,182.9 5
162,103.76
1,844.59
Reserve accounts
22,463.27
$106,726.85
$213,010.85
Totals ___________________-_______________
$32,096.33

__--_--__-___________-______-__-

I
-

$(4,519.81)
2,041.50

Contingent Headquarters

FUNDS

$17,074.13(1)$
7.088.89(2)$
5,003.69
39,882.58
Notes and loans receivable --87.26
92,540.65
7,097.28
Investments ----168,124.58
Real estate
-- 14,923.55
Intermediary funds
11.39
$106,726.85
$213,010.85
Totals ________________________---$32,096.33

Cash
-___
-~

ASSETS

MARCH31, 1961

COMBINED BALANCE SHEET

amount of $521.23, which, together with the investments in United States Treasury Bonds in the amount of $7,097.28, comprises a reserve, as determined by the Committee, of 20% of the demand
notes outstanding.
(3) Above statement does not reflect operating expenses incurred but not paid.
(4) Subject to accompanying letter.

(2) Church Extension Fund cash is restricted in the
P

h,
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STATEMENT OF CASH RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS
FOB "HE YEAR -ED
M A R C E 31, 1961
GENERAL FUND
CASH BALANCE,

April 1, 1960

$ 10,872.76

I
-

RECEIPTS

Contributions
General -------_.$69,461.84
Designated missionary support ___-

3,237.38

$72,699.22

Interest
On notes and loans receivable __-49.54
On savings accounts --------_- 5.82

55.36

------

Dividends
Loan - Provident Tradesmens Bank
& Trust Co. ------.
Reduction of loan Committee on
Foreign Missions
Proceeds from sale of investment --Proceeds from sale of 34 interest
in Ardsley manse ___________
General Assembly Fund
2,177.30
Regular Travel --__
3,4 59.3 1
Constitution
-1.oo
---------.-------

-

_
I

-____-__

_-_

------

Administration building operations
Rent - apartments
Orthodox Presbyterian Church
Committees -

-

2.00
10,000.00

6,000.00
554.73
5,127.04

5,637.61

1,655.00

_I-_______

Intermediary f h d s

_-

--

3,000.00

------

4,655.00
20,898.77

125,629.73

------ ------136,502.49

DISBURSEMENTS

Church Extension Expenses
Missionary
Salaries _-__ 37,415.00
Utilities
2,125.00
Pension premiums
1,819.00
Manse expenses
__ 838.03
Summer workers
1,885.56
2,751.63
Moving and travel
Associate Secretary
- 4,207.27
Salary and allowances __
299.00
Pension premiums
Social security tax ___-__108.00
Abington manse expenses --957.90
Travel
1,760.23
Tracts
37.74

__

'

-_I_____

----

I__

---

-----

54,204.36

F
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Office and Administrative Expenses
Salaries and allowances
8,593.18
Pension premiums
238.40
Social security tax
206.39
Ardsley manse _________________-5 39.07
Travel
153.02
Committee meetings
964.39
Office rent and administration
building maintenance
1,445.40
Telephone
468.18
405.OO
Legal and accounting
Equipment purchased
525.42
760.92
Postage and office supplies
Miscellaneous
334.5 7 $14,633.94
-----Promotion Expenses
Travel _____ ___________l____l..__- 284.79
Publicity
148.49
Solicitation
289.69
“Messenger”
1,745.95
2,481.26
Miscellaneous
-12.35

__-_____-_________-

___l______________

_-___________---__
______-____

________-_
--_________-____-_

__________
-______

l
_
l
l
l
l
l
l
-

-___________________l_________._____

_____________________

__--

__-_-

-

Interest on loans payable -_-__Repayment of loan - Provident Tradesmens
Bank and Trust Company
Loan - Committee on Foreign Missions -__
Reduction of mortgages payable
Ardsley manse
Abington manse

------

157.36
10,000.00
6,000.00

______I_-

________-

144.04
893.30

___________________

1,037.34

------

General Assembly Fund
Regular -___---_-__--___
Travel ---Constitution

2,047.54

- 3,702.04
-___--____-___5.30
------

5,754.88

_____-_-_907.08
_____ -____-_ 1,030.65
-______-_____-__ 1,619.89
--___-1,081.32
-----Intermediary funds ____-_______-_
____CASH BALANCE, March 31, 1961 __________

4,638.94

Administration building operations
Maintenance supplies
Maintenance wages
Utilities
Taxes and insurance

_.

CASH BALANCE,

20,520.28

------

CHURCH EXTENSION FUND
April 1, 1960

$ 22,912.27

-___I__________

RECEIPTS

Interest on notes and loans receivable
Interest on investments
Reduction on notes and loans receivable
Borrowed on notes and loans payable

$ 4,413.99
337.24
2,438.03
19,672.00

_____I

__I_-______

_-___

___-_

26,861.26

------ ------49,773.53
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DISBURSEMENTS

Interest on notes and loans payable -_____Repayment of loans payable -------_----Loaned to churches
Purchase of U. S. Treasury bonds
Reserve Fund -___-_------_____-

-

1,856.53
8,085 .OO
31,209.99

__---____-___I

CASH BALANCE,

CASH BALANCE,

1,s 33.1 2

---__-

March 31, 1961 -__-__CONTINGENT FUND
April 1, 1960
--_

42,684.64

------$ 7,088.89

____

$

1,584.54

RECEIPTS

Contributions
Interest on notes and loans receivable
Reduction on notes and loans receivable
Dividends
---Received from churches on purchase of
committee owned real estate
Borrowed on notes payable
Proceeds from sale of investments

$

57.95
3,969.25
3,661.55
232.38

l____lI______---

_
I
_
_
_
_
-

I
_
_
_
I

_
_
I
_
-

1,123.42
2,000.00
8,658.08

-_____I_

__--

_
_
_
I
_
_

19,702.63

DISBURSEMENTS

Interest on notes and loans payable
Loans to churches
Additions to real estate
Reduction of mortgages payable

_--

__-_

______I_

--_-_-

March 31, 1961

CASH BALANCE,

HEADQUARTERS F U N D
April 1, 1961 -------

_
I
_

____________-______

Contributions
Interest on investments -_____-__
Proceeds from sale of investments ___-Reimbursement for renovation expenses
from the Committee on Foreign Missions

16,283.48

------$ 5,003.69

CASH BALANCE,

RECEIPTS

1,150.89
13,761.40
235.77
1,135.42

I___-

_________-____c

-

$

242.57

$ 1,268.00
127.13
19,330.00
2,602.89

-_--

23,328.02

------23,570.59

DISBURSEMENTS

-

Paid at settlement
Administration building
Renovations and equipment
CASH OVERDRAFT,

______________

March 31, 1961

_____

~

8,482.20
19,608.20

28,090.40

------ ------$ (4,519.81)
-------

NOTE:Subject to accompanying letter.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION
MARCH

31, 1961

NOTES AND LOANS RECEIVABLE

Church Extension Fund
Bethel Church, Houlton, Maine

$ 5,972.38

_
I

~

i
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3,000.00
2,671.56
1,621.78
600.00
15,000.00
5,000.00
28,675.38
29,754.08
245.50

Winner Church, Winner, South Dakota
Immanuel Church, Thornton, Colorado
Second Church, Portland, Oregon
Trinity Church, Hatboro, Pennsylvania
Brentwood Church, San Francisco, California
Greyfriars Church, Los Angeles, California __-_
Sharon Church, Hialeah, Florida -______
______
Calvary Church, Whittier, California ----__Fort Lauderdale Church, Fort Lauderdale, Florida

I______

I
L
I
I
-

__-__

__I_______

--__

___

$ 92,540.68
I

I

Contingent Fund
Immanuel Church, Bellmawr, New Jersey
Paradise Hills Church, San Diego, California
Grace Church, Fair Lawn, New Jersey ________
Westminster Church, Westchester, Illinois ___Pilgrim Church, Bangor, Maine
Covenant Church, Albany, New York
Calvary Church, Whittier, California
Missionary loan
Mortgage receivable Grace Church, Fair Lawn, New Jersey

_______
_-__

$
.

--_-

_
I
_
_

_-______
____ _________-______-__

________

650.00
11,369.33
1,500.00
885.47
1 o.,ooo.oo
767.74
9,918.00
70.00
4,722.04

Total
Headquarters Fund
Committee on Foreign Missions
Committee on Christian Education

$

______I_L__-_

963.00
1,078.50

-------

$ 2,041.50
INVESTMENTS

Cost
Church Extension Fund
$6,000 U. S. Treasury Bonds,
2-5/8%, due February 15, 1965
$1,500 U. S. Treasury Bonds,
3-7/8%, due May 15, 1968

Market Value
3-31-61

___-_______
$ 5,564.16

$ 5,798.40

1,533.12

1318.00

------

__l______l____l

Totals

$ 7,097.28

-------

I
-

REAL ESTATE

General Fund
Manse, Abington Township, Pennsylvania
Contingent Fund
Immanuel Church, Thornton, Colorado
Manse, Thornton, Colorado
Lot, Thornton, Colorado
Stratford Church, Stratford, New Jersey

-______

-______I

-_____-______
________

$ 29,978.34
11,834.22
7,585.00
36,s92.52

_____I-__
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Lot, Stratford; New Jersey
Covenant Church, Albany, New York _______-First Church, Baltimore, Maryland
_____
Sharon Church, Hialeah, Florida
Westminster Church and lot, Evergreen Park, Illinois
Manse, Westchester, Illinois
Lots, Westchester, Illinois

__-___

_
_
_
_
I
_
_
_
_
-

__

___-__I___

___----_-

I
_
_
_
_

29
2,395.57
2,495.82
32,995.40
15,806.89
3,467.87
19,972.95
5,000.00
$168,124.5 8

Headquarters Fund
Administration building, Melrose Park, Pennsylvania
(1/3 interest)
___________I.

$ 23,078.51

I
_
_
_
_

NOTES PAYABLE

Church Extension Fund
Demand notes at 3%% per annum
5 year notes at 4% per annum Iv-----10 year notes at 4%% per annum

$ 38,092.55

I______

_I-__-____c_

37,131.98
29,657.73
$104,882.26

Contingent Fund
Demand note at 6% per annum
Demand note at 4% per annum
5 year note at 4!4% per annum

I

Total

$ 2,000.00

_
_
I
_
_

100.00 .
5,000.00

_
i
_
_
_
_
-

-------

L
I

$ 7,100.00

_
_
I
_
-

MORTGAGES PAYABLE

I
I

Date of

Final Payment
General Fund
Manse, Abington Township, Pennsylvania
Contingent Fund
Manse, Westchester, Illinois
Covenant Church, Albany, New York
Stratford Church, Stratford, New Jersey
First Church, Baltimore, Maryland
Manse, Thornton, Colorado

-_-

_____--

____

-_I___

-

Current
Balance

4/ 13/7 1
1/22/63
6/ 1/67
4/ 1/69
10/ 1/73
12/ 1/84

$ 5,813.37
1,756.65
6,592.52
20,600.00
9,044.55

------$ 43,807.09

By unanimous consent the Treasurer’s Report was included in the Minutes without
being read.
It was moved that the Committee on Home Missions and Church Extension be instructed to adopt a policy of encouraging the presbyteries to assume the direct support of
the home mission fields within their bounds. On motion it was determined to lay the
question on the table.
The following were nominated for election to the Committee on Home Missions and
Church Extension: #Ministers - Eckardt, Peterson, Froehlich, Francis D. Breisch, . Jr.,
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Clougli, Busch, Poundstone, and Zorn; Elders - Hoogerhyde, Van Eerden, and Murphy.
The Moderator declared nominations closed.
On motion it was determined that the ministers receiving the three highest majorities
be elected to the class of 1964, and the minister receiving the fourth highest majority
be elected to the class of 1962. A ballot was cast.
The tellers reported the election of Messrs. Eckardt, Clough, Busch, Van Eerden, and
Hoogerhyde to the class of 1964 of the Committee on Home Missions and Church Extension. A second ballot was cast.
On amended motion it was determined to proceed with the reading of the report of
the Committee on Foreign Missions, with the provision that the reading be interrupted
at the end of a paragraph when the report of the tellers is availabe.
Mr. Dunn, President of the Committee on Foreign Missions, began the reading of
the report of the Committee.
The tellers reported the election of Mr. Peterson to the class of 1962 of the Committee on Home Missions and Church Extension.
Mr. Dunn completed the presentation of the following report of the Committee on
Foreign Missions:
REPORT OF
T H E COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN MISSIONS
The following families, serving in Eritrea, Formosa, Japan, and Korea, were on the
foreign missionary roll of our church at the end of the fiscal year:
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.

and
and
and
and

Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.

Eritrea
Herbert S. Bird, Senafe
Clarence W. Duff, Ghinda
Francis E. Mahaffy, Senafe
Donald H. Taws, Massawa

The-Rev.
The Rev.
The Rev.
The Rev.

and
and
and
and

Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.

Formosa
Egbert W. Andrews, Taipei
Richard B. Gaffin, Taichung
John D. Johnston, Hsinchu
Edwin C. Urban, Taipei

The
The
The
The

Japan
The Rev. and Mrs. R. Heber McIlwaine, Fukushima
The Rev. and Mrs. George Y. Uomoto, East Sendai
Korea
The Rev. and Mrs. Harvie M. Conn, Seoul
The-Rev. and Mrs. Theodore Hard, Pusan
The Rev. and Mrs. Bruce F. Hunt, Pusan
In May, 1960, the Rev. Francis E. Mahaffy and his sons joined Mrs. Mahaffy and
their daughters in this country on regular furlough. As reported to the previous General
Assembly, Mrs. Mahaffy had come earlier in the year on emergency medical leave, and
had brought their two daughters with her. In August, the Spooners arrived in this country
on furlough advanced by one year by the Committee.
After regular furloughs, the Johnstons left for Formosa in June, and the Hards for
Korea in August of 1960.
Regular furloughs for the Andrews and Duff families are scheduled to begin during
the summer of 1961. The Andrewses expect to arrive in this country in July, and the Duffs
in August. Plans have been made for the return of the Mahaffys to Eritrea during July.
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For over a year the Committee has been aware of serious difficulties in the Korea
Mission between the Spooners on the one hand and the Hards and Hunts on the other.
The Committee conferred with the Hards on the matter when they were at home on
furlough last year, and the Spooners this year; there was also voluminous correspondence
with the families involved. As a result of the information obtained, the Committee regretfully came to the conclusion that there was no ground for hope that the problems would
be resolved if the Spooners returned to the field. The Committee then, being aware that
an effective missionary enterprise cannot be carried on, especially in the present difficult
circumstances in Korea, without confidence and harmony among the members of a mission,
determined that the only feasible course of action was not to return the Spooners to Korea.
Their responsibilities to the Committee were terminated in March, and provisions have
been made to alleviate financial hardship for the Spooners which the decision might
have caused.
NEW MISSIONARIES

W e are happy to be able to report that this year another new missionary family was
sent to the foreign field. They are the Rev. and Mrs. Harvie M. Conn, who were sent
to Korea. They arrived on the field in August.
The financial support of the Conns has been provided by the churches of the Reformed Church in the, U.S.,Eureka Classis. This support is a result of our continuing
effort to obtain the interest and support of other churches for the work which we are
seeking to dg and for which we ourselves do not have sufficient resources.
THE OPPORTUNITY

Doors open to missionary work exist and beckon to us from all over the world.
Nearly two thirds of the world’s 2.8 billion population live in lands in which the gospel
may be preached.
The need is pressing. It is estimated that the total number of “Christians” in the
world, including Roman Catholics, modernists, and others, as well as evangelicals, is
some 775 million. Of this number only 192 million are Protestants of every shade. Meanwhile 650 million more remain completely unevangelized in areas not now behind borders
closed by advancing Communism. They are in such areas as Africa, the Far East, India,
Latin America, the Near East, and the Pacific Islands. In many parts of the world not
heavily influenced by the pure gospel we have seen the borders of religious and civil
freedom pushed back. Even in areas where we now work there are influences which
would remove these freedoms if they could achieve power. The only sure hope of continued open doors is the influence of the gospel in these nations. We should feel it our
responsibility to give ourselves without stint to the task of sharing with the whole world
the riches of Christ while it is yet day.
Young people in our church are offering us the opportunity to send them forth.
Several are now in contact with the Committee. W e would urge upon our pastors a
vi orous and constant presentation to their congregations both of the missionary challenge
w k c h we face and of their responsibility for faithful stewardship of life and possessions.
W e believe that as we are among those to whom the whole counsel of God has been
committed much is required of us. W e do not want our church to be found wanting.
W e are certain that great blessings will follow faithfulness.
REPORT ON THE FIELDS
This report on the several fields covers the calendar y2ar 1960.
ERITREA

During the year 1960, the Eritrean field was occupied for the entire year by the
Bird, Duff, and Taws families, with Mrs. Mahaffy leaving in February on medical
leave, and Mr. Mahaffy leaving in April for his regular furlough.
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Evangelistic work has continued in all of the stations throughout the year, although
the work at the coastal station of Irafalo was curtailed by the absence of Mr. Mahaffy.
Senafe. Mr. Bird spent the first eight months in Senafe. There he carried on his
normal evangelistic work and took over added duties after the departure of the Mahaffys.
During this time, Mr. Bird was also engaged in the writing of the first volume of a
commentary on the Gospel of John in the Tigrinya language. During the latter part of
the year, the Birds moved ta Belesa, a suburb of Asmara, so as to facilitate the proofreading of this commentary. Meanwhile, Mr. Bird returned twice a month to Senafe to
supervise the work of that station. In addition to the daily instruction of their children,
Mrs. Bird conducts Sunday meetings for children in the Senafe market. Kidane Mariam,
the former Ethiopian Orthodox priest, converted through, and now associated with, our
mission, did a considerable amount of preaching and witnessing, and proved to be extremely helpful.
During the four months of the year in which Mr. Mahaffy was on the field he
engaged in preaching services (21), Bible classes (22), personal witnessing, showing Bible
film strips accompanied by a gospel message, preparation of a catechism in the Saho
language, a trip to Zula and Irafalo (with Mr. Duff and the General Secretary). Since
returning to this country, Mr. Mahaffy has reported to all our western churches and
some of our eastern churches concerning his work.
Ghinda. The clinic at Ghinda continued to remain open throughout the year, although we still were without any trained medical worker from America. Early in the
year, the Mission secured the services of a native Christian dresser from Ethiopia, who
proved to be not only capable, but whose warm Christian testimony brought new life
into the evangelistic work in Ghinda. However, an opportunity arose for him to establish
his own clinic in Ethiopia and the mission did not want to hinder him in his desire.
When he left in June a young student nurse from the American Point Four Nursing
school in Asmara joined the clinic, and she, together with Kiflom, the former house
servant of the Duffs, operated the medical work under the supervision of Mrs. Duff who
has carried the main burden of the work. The total number of treatments for the year
was 13,367. Receipts for treatments and medicines sold were $2,156.86, and expenditures
for supplies and helpers' salaries were $1,970.21.
Bible film strips were shown many times by Mr. Duff both at the mission in Ghinda
and in Ailet, a hot-springs bathing area 20 miles below Ghinda. Attendance and interest
at the Sunday meetings wzre, on the average, better than the year before. As a rule, the
small room was well filled, with 20 to 30 people attending. Bible classes were also held
by Mr. Duff for a group of Muslim and Coptic young men of Ghinda.
Mussuwa. This was the first full year for the Tawses in Massawa. The bookstore
there was open all year, with the exception of June, when Mr. Taws was ill. Sales showed
an'increase during the year, with total receipts amounting to U.S. $900. These receipts
have been used ta purchase new stock. A large amount of Christian literature was sold,
mainly in the Tigrinya language, and a large number of tracts were given out or sold.
A Bible class in English is held in the bookstore every Friday night. Since the bookstore
is the only one in Massawa it is of inestimable value as a meeting place for the few
Protestants in the city, as a source of excellent contacts for witnessing, and as a means
of getting Christian literature into the hands of the people. All of the services in Massawa
have benefited because of the presence of the bookstore.
Bible film strips are shown every Wednesday night in the yard of the Taws home.
Attendance was very good, ranging from 60 to over 100. Two services were held on
Sundays. One, in the morning, takes place in Adega Berai, a large native area on the
mainland of Massawa. This service is conducted in Arabic. The evening service, which
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was begun in September, is held in the Taws home and is conducted in English and
Tigrinya.
Mrs. Taws has found opportunities to witness to women in the neighborhood of
their home. In Muslim homes, where women are kept in strict seclusion, she is their only
possibility of hearing the gospel. She has witnessed to them in their homes where she
has also shown Bible films to them.
It is felt that in almost every area of the work here real progress has been made,
with
increased interest among people of this city.

an

Generd. There are increasing signs of opposition on the part of the government toward the missions. This is especially seen in the prohibiting of Arabic literature for use by
the missions, and in the difficulties that other missions are experiencing in obtaining visas
for new workers. One reason for this is undoubtedly the fact that Eritrea is no longer
autonomous but is now an integral part of Ethiopia. It is our earnest prayer that God will
continue to grant us in the future the same liberty to preach the gospel that has been
experienced in the past. .
Both in the highlands and along the coast there is more friendliness and willingness
to hear the gospel. There is also larger attendance at meetings as well as strong opposition
to those wha have been deeply influenced by the gospel and perhaps converted. The seed
of the gospel seems to be taking root.
In the spring of the year the General Secretary made his first personal survey of
this field and our work there. H e was able to see the work which each of our missionaries
is doing and the areas in which they work. He was able to understand better both the
problems which each faces and the methods by which these problems are approached.
H e also met with the entire Mission together, discussing with them the whole range
of our work, the coordination of its various parts, and aims and plans for the future. He
also visited stations of other missions to see what work they are doing and how they
do it. The General Secretary was impressed with the difficulty of this field, both from
the viewpoint of geography and pcople, but he was also impressed with the excellent
attitude and morale of our missionaries. He noted also the rapport which our representatives have developed with the Eritrean people in their immediate fields and with
missionaries of other agencies in the country. Their influence on both groups is evident.
His only regret is that we cannot have more missionaries to cover this field more adequately. W e may, however, be thankful for the dedication with which our men and
women alike are applying themselves to their task.
FORMOSA

For the first quarter the Mission operated at two-thirds strength. With the coming
of the Urbans on April 1, the proportion became three-fourths. It was not until the
return of the Johnstons on July 15 that full strength was achieved again.

Taipei. T h e Andrewses continued the% teaching ministry to college and high
school students. This was accomplished through the teaching of a two-hour period of
En lish Classics in the Tamkang English College and meetings each week in their home
a n i in the preaching hall which has been in use since the spring. The weekly contact is
some 200 college and some 75 high school students. In addition to this Mr. Andrews
taught four hours a week during the first half of the year and seven hours the second
half in the Taiwan Theological College. Their work, however, is by no means limited
to that among students. Until the return of the Johnstons, Mr. Andrews helped in the
Hsinchu area by regular preaching and general oversight of those associated with Mr.
Johnston. He also preached on the average of once a month in Taipei at the morning
service and almost every week at the vesper service and mid-week service. Mrs. Andrews
studied language six hours a week, assisted her husband in secretarial work, and spent
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time each week in English Bible classes and personal visitation in the neighborhood. Also
their many errands throughout the city are always made a means of witnessing. A combination calling card-tract has been developed, containing the location of their meeting
place and directions for reaching it, and is given to all contacts.
The Urbans arrived in Formosa on April 1. They have since concentrated on language
study, Mr. Urban studying the Mandarin dialect (the National Language) and Mrs.
Urban, the Taiwanese dialect. Mr. Urban has made some trips into the mountain areas
in preparation for his linguistic work among the aboriginal Tyal tribe. Mr. Urban has
been somewhat hindered in his progress by illness. His grades in language school have
been good, as have those of Mrs. Urban. Mr. Urban was able to do substantial collateral
study and prepare articles for the Messenger and T h e Presbyterian Gziardinn.
During the year the Rev. Dr. Cornelius Van Til, of Westminster Theological Seminary, visited Formosa and gave lectures to varied audiences. It is hoped that this visit
will bear fruit in this place where neo-orthodoxy has gained a strong foothold.
The un-Reformed character of the Presbyterian Church of Formosa and of the existing theological schools becomes more and more of a problem as more people come to
a fuller grasp of, and commitment to, the full gospel. They need Reformed fellowship and
future ministers of the indigenous church need Reformed training. Various courses of
action for our Mission are under discussion.

Hsinchu. The Johnstons spent the first half of the year on furlough and in returning to the field. During furlough Mr. Johnston reported to our eastern churches on his
work. After his return Mr. Johnston preached in many churches of the Presbytery of
Hsinchu and taught a course on the Epistles of Paul in the Presbyterian Bible School
at Hsinchu. Mr. Johnston led in a teaching mission during Christmas week. T h e subject
was “What Is The Reformed Faith?” Messrs. Andrews, Gaffin, and Urban participated
by speaking on the Sovereignty of God and the Five Points of Calvinism. Mr. Johnston,
reaching out beyond Hsinchu by visiting many villages each week, has been enabled
to bring the gospel to many for the first time and to lend a strengthening hand to isolated
individuals and groups of Christians. Even where there have been Presbyterian churches
for years the workers are few, and often little, if any, progress has been made. But Mr.
Johnston has received a ready hearing wherever he has gone.
Hsinchu County is the center of Romish activity on the island with all its pagan
practices. Hsinchu County is also a Hakka field. The Hakkas are a very resourceful
people but at the same time very difficult to reach with the gospel because of the hold
that their pagan customs have on them. Prayer is asked for this needy field.
Some time ago property was purchased in Hsinchu on which to build a house for
the Johnstons. As a foreign agency we could not hold title to the property until we were
established as a “juridical person,’’ so it was held for us by an individual. By the time we
could be properly organized the value of the property had tripled and a large tax was
fixed on the transfer. Our course for the future in this matter has not yet been decided.
Taichung. The work of the Gaffins centers in the Reformed Gospel Bookroom.
Attendance at services in the bookroom has increased during the year. Both young and
old attend. Mrs. Gaffin directs the Sunday school and daily vacation Bible school in
the summer and winter vacations. English Bible classes are held in the Gaffin home
and in the bookroom.
Mr. and Mrs. Gaffin have helped the Christian High School one day a week since
September by teaching English pronunciation in all six of the first Junior classes and
three of the second Junior classes. Mr. Gaffin speaks to the whole student body and
faculty in the morning and to the boarding students and resident faculty in the evening.
On December 1 the bookroom was moved to a new location which has proved to
be better suited to our ministry. It is in a section not far removed from the old location, yet
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bringing us into closer contact with a thickly-populated residential area of both Mainlanders and Taiwanese. With help from consecrated voluntary workers we hope to reach
these people. Mr. Gaffin preaches twice each Sunday and leads the mid-week prayer
and Bible study service. In July Mr. Gaffin began preaching in the large Presbytery
of Kaohsiung in which there are no Presbyterian missionaries living or working. This
presbytery is the largest and most conservative in the Taiwanese Presbyterian Church.
Preaching in different churches in this presbytery makes valuable contacts whereby the
church can be strengthened against those who preach “another gospel.”
JAPAN

With only two missionary families in Japan our work is severely limited, though
each missionary performs a maximum of work. T h e Committee has been seeking missionary candidates for Japan and there are at present two possibilities, though neither
would be available for several years.

East Sendai. The work here, under the Uomotos, has continued its progress, and
Mr. Uomoto has also reached out beyond the environs of Sendai. The membership of
the chapel in East Sendai now numbers 16 adults and four children, an increase of
four adults during the year, all upon confession of their faith. T h e group has a Building
Fund and plans to erect a church building when able. Sunday school attendance averaged
30, Sunday morning worship 24, and evening 17. A weekly Bible class at Ishinomaki
has resulted in the conversion of three men, two of whom received the sacrament of
baptism during the year. These men, and another who already was a Christian, are
being encouraged to hold meetings of their own on Sundays. The work at Okuma is now
carried on by Mr. Uomoto since the moving of the McIlwaines farther south. H e has
had help from three girls in conducting the Sunday school. He also preaches once each
month in the Reformed churches at Watari and Shiroishi. Work in the Yamashita and
Nishitaga sanatoria and the Miyagino hospital continues to be fruitful; the Nishitaga visitation work has been turned over to our mission helper and an elder of the Sendai Reformed Church.
Mr. Uomoto has had many other activities. He took part in a summer young people’s
conference for the Sendai and East Sendai constituents, gave an address at the commencement exercises of the Kobe Theological Seminary, attended the meetings of the
Eastern Presbytery and the Synod of the Reformed Church in Japan, and operates a
Christian book agency.
Fukushima. The McIlwaines moved from Watari to Fukushima at .the end of January, 1960. This move was made because it was judged that Mr. McIlwaine’s services
in Watari were not necessary and it would be better for the church not to be dependent
on him. Fukushima was chosen as the new location of the work because of its strategic
location to the south and because there is little Christian witness there, and no Reformed
witness. It has a population of 130,000, and is located 50 miles south of Sendai and 170
miles north of Tokyo. Japanese young people are eager to become proficient in the use
of the English language, and Bible classes in English, taught by both Mr. and Mrs.
McIlwaine, have been very useful in interesting high school and college youth in the
gospel. These classes are proving to be feeders to Sunday worship services, and several
young people have confessed their faith in Christ and appear to be growing in grace.
The production of good Christian literature is one of the most important missionary
activities in a nation as literate as Japan. Therefore the Committee has encouraged Mr.
McIlwaine to devote as much as half his time to this area of activity. He does not yet
devote that much time to this work but during the year did work on one translation and
plans to begin on another shortly. An interdenominational Committee on Reformed Publications has been formed to coordinate and facilitate the publication of Reformed liter-
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ature, and Mr. McIlwaine is serving as its non-salaried Executive Secretary. The CORP
is composed of the Japan missionaries of the following denominations: Bible Presbyterian
{Columbus Synod), Christian Reformed, and Reformed Presbyterian (Covenanter)
as well as ours.
KOREA

The main body of the Mission’s work in Korea consists of two equally important
aspects of Christ’s commission to establish His church: reaching those who do not believe the gospel and building u p the saints in the most holy faith. In Korea, a land of
great physical need, relief work, though secondary, is a very important way of commending the good news of the gospel.
Preaching. Preaching is mostly by invitation but covers a wide variety of audiences:
keen, anxious young people who have come at their own expense to a student conference
for inspiration and learning; stolid farmers who for years have not had personal contact
with a missionary but now can feel concretely their link with the church universal; or
curious crowds in a market-place listening in wonder as a foreigner speaks of a certain
Jesus in their own tongue. T o audiences such as these Mr. Hunt spoke on an average
of almost once a day in 1960. Mr. Spooner, before his departure, and Mr. Hard, since
his return, have averaged a more modest once a week, mostly in the Korean language
but occasionally in English to an English-speaking audience.
Very seldom are immediate “results” evident, but over the years a contact made here
or there proves to be the planting or watering which the missionary himself or some
other eventually harvests. This harvest may be in souls won to the Lord, backsliders
reclaimed, or in saints built up in the faith enough to make a consistent and fruitful
witness to those around them. Since much of the preaching ministry is a teaching ministry
in accordance with Christ’s injunction in Matthew 28:20, measuring the results will bc
a task for God alone.
Teaching. Formal teaching schedules for the year were as follows:
Mr. Hunt
Mr. Hard
Mrs. Hunt
6 hrs. a week for
4 or 5 hrs. a week
Korea Seminary
two terms
for one term
Calvin College

4 hrs. a week for
three terms

4 hrs. a week for
one term .

7-8 hrs. a week
for three terms

2 hrs. a week for
two terms
As mentioned above, a teaching ministry is interspersed with preaching. But perhaps
as effective a method as any in communicating ideas, particularly those connected with
the application of Christian principles tcr everyday problems, is the private conversation
in the home of a minister or church member after the services or as visits are made ‘to
the missionary’s home. It is interesting to see how often the germ of an idea is planted
by the missionary and then later, when it is full-blown, it is held up to the missionary
for comment or admiration as though it were entirely new.
Literature. With Mr. Hard and Mr. Spooner coming from and going on furlough,
there was no extensive literature program this year, although more work along this line
is projected for the future. The ordained members of the Mission continue their participation in the Korea Society for Reformed Faith and Action which is interested in the
publication of sound, Reformed literature. The society this year translated and printed
the lecture notes of Dr. Cornelius Van Ti1 at the time of his visit to Korea. Mr. Hard
collected about 900 volumes for the libraries of Korea Seminary and Calvin College while
on furlough and also contacted a number of publishers and others in America, seeking
their assistance in a publishing program in Korea.
Bible Institute
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Relief. A good idea of the variety of relief materials handled by the Mission, given
by churches, societies andjndividuals, both within and outside of our denomination, may
be received by a perusal of the following list for the year :
Items
Recipients
Needy leper families and leper Bible institute
Distributed to the needy by the Korean G.
A. relief committee
40 Christmas packages
19 orphanages
Leper colonies, fire and drought sufferers,
285 25-lb. cases of Multi-Purpose Food
institutions and individuals
Designated and other orphans
$7 a month each for orphan support
One half for orphans; the rest for relief work
$2,000
mentioned elsewhere, typhoon and fire victims, veterans, etc.
Gospel Hospital
$15 a month for a charity bed
Calvin College, Peace High School and the
$325 for work scholarships
Leper Bible Institute
142 cartons and trunks of used clothing, Churches and the needy
over 100 sewing machines, 65 tons of lumber, 5 pianos and one poultry incubator.
Study. Study has occupjed a large place in the schedule of the majority of the Mission members during this year. Mr. Spooner spent the months before his furlough in the
language school in Seoul. Mr. Conn started study at the language school in Seoul upon
arrival and completed the first level by mid-December with an “A” average. Mr. Hard,
Mrs. Hard, and Mrs. Conn have all been studying with private tutors this fall, the former
two for ‘%rush-up” and advancement, and the latter as a beginner.
In a land where teachers are wanted and needed, study on furlough to help fill this
need is a practical use of time. Mr. Hard was granted permission to do such work on
his 1959-1960 furlough and thus completed all work for a Th.M., except the writing
of a thesis, majoring in Apologetics, and receiving honors standing.
Special Events. This year is notable in the annals of this Mission for several events.
One was the arrival of a new missionary family, the Conns, referred to earlier in this
report.
Another was a visit by Dr. Cornelius Van Ti1 who lectured at the Korea Seminary
in Pusan and the Presbyterian Seminary in Seoul.
Two other events were and continue to be of deep concern to our mission. First was
the sus ension of the Rev. Bruce F. Hunt from his position as professor and vice president o f Korea Theological Seminary for alleged sabbath-breaking in accompanying the
Spooners to their ship on a-Sunday, and the suspension of the Rev. Dr. Yune Sun Park
from his position as professor and president of the Seminary for similar reasons. The
Committee has not been called upon to make a judgment on this matter, and has made
none. The Committee does, however, believe that it was most unfortunate that these two
men who were among the most outspoken and influential proponents of a firmly Reformed
church in Korea should have been thus affected at a time when consideration of the
union of the Koryu Pah with another portion of the Presbyterian Church of Korea was
approaching a decision.
The union referred to immediately above was consummated on December 13 at a
united General Assembly. It is this union, and the haste with which it was brought
about, which is the second matter of concern to the Mission. One would not say that the
Over 70 quilts
11 bales of clothes and 27 relief pkgs.
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new church will not-be Reformed, but neither is it certain that it will be Reformed. One
of the conditions of union was the merging of the Korea and Presbyterian seminaries
into one in the city of Seoul, though this had not taken place even several months after
the end of the year. It is the hope and prayer of our Mission and Committee that God
will use this union to the purifying, strengthening, and growth of His church in accordance with His Word. According to the best statistics available the united church consists
of 2,000 churches, 98,000 communicant members, and 650 ministers.
ADMINISTRATION

A much-needed forward step was taken by the Committee during the year when it
determined to have a full-time General Secretary. The Cnmmittee has obtained the
services of the Rev. John P. Galhraith who since 1948 has served as General Secretary
of both this Committee and the Committee on Home Missions and Church Extension.
T h e latter Committee released Mr. Galbraith so that he could begin his full-time work
with this Committee on February 1.
Toward the end of the year areas of special responsibility were established for members of the Committee. Three-member subcommittees were chosen for each of our foreign
fields, and they will meet with the General Secretary between meetings of the Committee.
This will aid both the Committee and the General Secretary. Another new subcommittee is on “new fields” whcse function is to gather information concerning, and consider,
possible new fields in which our church might minister.
It is the intention of the Committee to prosecute the work of foreign missions with
increased vigor.
OFFICES

The Committee moved into its offices at our newly-purchased building at 7401
Old York Road, Elkins Park, Pennsylvania, on July 23, 1960. It has proved to be even
more satisfactory, in every way, than we had hoped.
T h e net purchase price, including all settlement costs, after deduction of the broker’s
commission which was donated, was $49,627.32. An additional $19,608.20 for renovations, including a small amount for equipment, made the total $69,235.52. This Committee’s one-third share of the cost was $23,078.51. Of this amount $21,116.21 was paid
from the Headquarters Fund which had been established for this purpose from bequests
to this Committee. T h e balance of $1,962.30 has been temporarily advanced by the Committee’s General Fund and the Committee on Home Missions and Church Extension.
T h e office building is titled jointly in the names of this Committee and the Committee on Home Missions and Church Extension. Title is subject to a $22,000, 15-year,
six per cent mortgage. These Committees have entered into agreement with the Committee
on Christian Education promising them a one-third share in the title to the property
upon their satisfying the mortgage. These three Committees share the maintenance and
operating costs of the property in proportion to the space occupied by each, but any
renovations or improvements made for the benefit of any one Committee are to be borne
by that Committee.
With considerably more space than the three Committees have had before the net
monthly operating cost of the building this year was 27% less than our previous space would
have cost us this year, as well as 4% less than rent paid as much as two years ago. Since we
occupied the building for only two thirds of the year, the full benefit of this saving will not
appear in our annual report until next year. For this Committee the cost of our office space
during the year under review - rent for four months and our building for eight months
- was 12% less than rent for a full year; next year it will be 23% less. These factors,
together with those of convenience and pleasant working conditions for our staff, space
for expansion for years to come, and the appearance it presents to others make this an
eminently successful investment.
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FINANCES

During the past year contributions for the work budgeted for our General Fund
were $107,384.51, a slight gain over the previous year. This gain is more than accounted
for by new contributions for the support of a new missionary. Contributions of $85,654.22
from our own churches were $11,284.86 (11%) less than in the previous year, though
contributions in that year had been enlarged by the special offerings for Mrs. Mahaffy’s
medical expense. Meanwhile contributions from individuals and churches outside our
denomination increased by $7,682.03 ,( 32%).
T h e total Thank Offering was $59,443.29 as compared with $60,795.97 in the year
before. This Committee’s share this year was $29,083.81.
Since Mrs. Mahaffy’s medical expense was less than anticipated and the offering
for it greater than was spent, the surplus has been set aside for other emergencies which
might arise so that special offerings may be avoided as far as possible.
The budget of the Committee for the fiscal year 1961-62 is as follows:
Missionary Expense
$ 77,653
Field Expense
________-_17’9 12
Administration _________I_____________________._______
19,193
4,600
Promotion
___________I________________I___________-_----_

_______________________________I__

~

__l_____________l_____________I_________-------_

$119,233
ELECTIONS

The terms of the following members of the Committee expire at this Assembly:
Ministers: Henry H. Fikkert, Meredith G. Kline, Ph.D., Robert L. Vining
Ruling Elders: Newman de Haas (Silver Spring), Willard E. Nee1
(W. Collingswood)
REPORT OF THE TREASURER
The report of the Treasurer, as audited by Main and Company, Certified Public
Accountants, is as follows:
April 10, 1961
The Committee on Foreign Missions
of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Inc.
7401 Old York Road
Melrose Park, Pennsylvania
Gentlemen :
W e have examined the Balance Sheet, resulting from cash transactions, of The
Committee on Foreign Missions of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Inc. as of March
31, 1961, and the related statement of recorded cash receipts and disbursements for the
year then ended. Our examination was made in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards, and accordingly included such tests of the accounting records and such
other auditing procedures as we considered necessary in the circumstances, except that
we did not verify by direct correspondence notes and loans receivable nor advances to
missionaries. Our examination of receipts from voluntary contributions was limited to a
test comparison of duplicate copies of acknowledgements issued to cash receipts records
and subsequently with deposit tickets and bank statements.
W e do not express an opinion as to the fairness of the accompanying statements.
However, nothing came to our attention during the course of our examination which
would indicate that the BaIance Sheet, presented on a cash basis, as of March 31, 2961,
and the related statement of recorded cash receipts and disbursements for the year then
ended, were other than as shown on the accompanying statements, or that accounting practices had not been applied on a consistent basis.

MAIN

AND

COMPANY

Certified Public Accountants

--_-____________

General

-_______-_

i

Restricted Funds
Designated - missionary support,
special projects
$ 6,141.38
Designated - missionary
3,578.23
emergency
Designated - Eritrea mission ___ 3,221.90
Designated - General Secretary’s
field travel ---_____
921.60
Intermediary funds held
1,231.30
Unrestricted General Fund cash
Total General Fund cash -

$15,094.41
3,010.30
$18,104.71

I
_
_
_

NOTES:(1) General Fund cash comprises the

following:

963.00

21,116.21
$22,079.21

$

23,078.51
$22,079.21

419.99
1,860.93
1,092.02

42.90

$ 1,134.92
$ 1,134.92

$ 1,134.92

$

$
$

$

$

320.56
320.56

320.56

320.56

1

?

’

$13,255.75 2
1,231.30
5,480.03 g
76,297.83 iii
$96,264.91

$17,888.86
3,347.76
2,798.04 4
2,057.65 S
70,172.60
$96,264.91

Total All
Funds

0

P

00 in accordance with the terms of an agreement;
upon death, the liability for such interest payments
ceases.

*

(2) The General Fund is subject to semi-annual inter- E
. est payments of 5%, upon a contribution of $3,500.-

$ 2,280.92
$ 2,280.92

$ 2,280.92

$ (999.30) $

_
_
_
_
_
_
I
-

-

LIABILITIES AND RESERVES
Notes and loan payable -----$12,292.75
Intermediary funds
r
1,231.30
Mortgage payable - Ardsley manse 5,480.03
Reserve accounts (Note 2)
5 1,445.22
Total liabilities and reserves __________$70,449.30

_
I
_
_

_-__--_________-_____--_-

$18,104.71
Cash (Note 1)
Notes and loans receivable
1,486.83
Advances to missionaries _-----2,798.04
Investments - at cost ___________________
965.63
Real estate
47,094.09
Total assets
$70,449.30

ASSETS

FUNDS
Handyside
James W. Price Memorial
Memorial
Student
Headquarters
Literature
Sponsorship Endowment

MARCH31, 1961

BALANCE SHEET OF FUNDS
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SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION
MARCH31,

1961

Cost

Market Value
March 31, 1961

INVESTMENTS

General Fund
48 shares, United Carbon Co. - common _________
$ 965.63
Handyside Memorial Student Sponsorship Fund
$1,000 note, The Committee on Home Missions
and Church Extension of the Orthodox
Presbyterian Church, lnc., %%, due
January 9, 1969 _________-__-________
$ 1,092.02
* Includes accrued interest of $92.02

$ 3,306.00

$ 1,092.02*

REAL ESTATE

General Fund
Manse Ardsley, Pennsylvania
Missionary properties:
Sendai, Japan
Ghinda, Eritrea
Pusan, Korea
#I - 23-67 Punji
#2 - 23-29 Punji ____
#3 - 23-33 Punji Taipei, Formosa
Hsinchu, Formosa
Total
___
Headquarters Fund
Administration building,
7401 Old York Road
Melrose Park, Cheltenham Township
Pennsylvania - 1/3 interest

-

$16,190.26

_
_
_
_
I
_
_

6,872.33

_-____- 5,223.62

_l_______l____cl_____-------

__-____

__-_-__

955.00

________--

5,000.00

4,400.00
5,s 52.88

I_______

_
_
I
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
I
-

2,900.00

___________
$47,094.09

--__

$23,078.51

HEADQUARTERS FUND
April 1, 1960-

CASH BALANCE,

RECEIPTS

_____________I__

$

128.05

______________ $ 1,268.00
_ 87.92
__-15,119.62
16,475.54
------ ------

Bequests and contributions
Dividends and interest __Proceeds from sale of investments

16,603.59
DISBURSEMENTS

Payment on administration building
Headquarters Fund, March 31, 1961 __-

17,602.89
$ (999.30)

CASH BALANCE,

CASH BALANCE,

JAMES W. PRICE MEMORIAL LITERATURE FUND
April I, 1960
----

RECEIPTS

Contributions

__-_

-

$

872.37
463.9 1

------

1,336.28
DISBURSEMENTS

Literature for Eritrea mission

_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
I
_
-

9 16.29
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James W. Price Memorial Literature Fund,
March 31, 1961 __l.l_____l__l___-__-___l_________l

CASH BALANCE,

$

419.99

HANDYSIDE MEMORIAL STUDENT SPONSORSHIP FUND
BALANCE, April 1, 1960
$

41,23

___-_____-_______
Dividends and interest __-_______-_________

CASH

RECEIPTS

Handyside Memorial Student Sponsorship Fund,
______
March 31, 1961 ____-____-__---____--_____

1.67

CASH BALANCE,

~

$

42.90

ENDOWMENT FUND
CASH BALANCE, Endowment Fund,
$ 320.56
,March 31, 1961 (Note 1)
NOTE:(1) No change during current fiscal year.
STATEMENT OF REC0RDE.D CASH RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS

__---____________

FOR THE

YEAR

ENDEDMARCH31, 1961

GENERAL FUND

__________
Contributions - General _________________
$87,043.52

CASH BALANCE,

April 1, 1960

$ 15,922.69

RECEIPTS

- Designated __-_____ 20,340.99
- Designated - non-budget __ 8,117.35
Dividends
----Interest
---Proceeds from redemption and sale
of investments ____-_ ---

$1 15,501.86
120.51
196.59

_
l
l
_
_
_
_
_
l

_
_
_
I
_
_
-

Proceeds from loans
11,127.04
Committee on Home Missions __-The First Pennsylvania Banking
and Trust Company 10,000.00
Various notes __-___-________11,500.00
Intermediary fund receipts

______-_-

------

5,502.73

32,627.04
49,065.70

------

203,014.43

___---

21 8,937.12
DISBURSEMENTS

Missionary expenses
44,048.94
Salaries and child allowances
Pension premiums
4,280.80
Vacation allowances _____-____1,092.36
Income and social security taxes _______
1,658.10
Housing expense and disbursements
$5,429.98 .
Rent
Principal payments property loans ________
1,275.95
Repairs
1,616.72
Interest, taxes and
1,268.75
9,591.40
caretaker

______
_____-______

_______

______________

------

_________

_____

Medical and dental _______-___ 4,372.97
Travel to and from field
12,319.46

_____-
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______-_-

Travel at hwlc
Travel on field
Equipment and supplies
Clinic
Native helpers
Language study
Meeting rooms - rent, etc.
Book rooms
Literature
Special projects from
designated contributions
Miscellaneous

43

2,450.28
4,876.59
1,069.66
8.54
1,438.29
1,801.60
- 969.06
1,582.94
815.97

-I________c

______c___----

I
_
I
_
_
_

_
I
_
_
-

_--_____-_-___

c-_____--_
__I__

8,384.91
867.16

101,629.03

Office and administrative expenses
Salaries and allowances ----I------$
9,624.12
Social security taxes
228.01
Pension premiums
301.60
Taxes, repairs, interest, etc., on
Ardsley manse -651.61
Postage and supplies
753.67
Office rent and administration
1,088.60
building maintenance
Telephone and telegraph
5 59.11
Equipment
387.44
Audit and legal
- 300.00
Interest on loan
209.96
Delaware office
30.00
Committee meeting - 167.89
Administrative travel
2,125.10
Missionary candidate
21.50
Miscellaneous --__365.44

$ 16,814.05

_
_
_
I
-

I_c_c______-I_

------

__-______

-

-

-

--____-_-

____--___

___-

-_I__

_-

_
_
_
_
I
-

Promotion expenses
Travel
“Messenger” Publicity
Solicitation
Miscellaneous

_
I
_
_
c
-

_____

~-

1,740.24
1,745.12
307.24
289.70
43.55

------

_
_
_
_
_
I
_

Purchase of Home Mission interest in
Ardsley manse
Materials for Johnston house - ,Formosa
Funds advanced for Cann house
Reduction of mortgage on Ardsley manse
Expense advances to missionaries
Intermediary fund disbursements _____Payment of loans
Committee on Home Missions
11,127.04
The First Pennsylvania Banking
10,000.00
and Trust Company --

__P

---

4,125.85
5,127.04
1,000.00
1,486.83
289.67
275.29
48,957.61

_-_

------

CASH BALANCE,

General Fund,

March 31, 1961

-

$ 18,104.71
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By unanimous consent the Treasurer’s Report was included in the Minutes without
being read.
The Assembly recessed at 5:35 o’clock after prayer by Mr. DeVelde.
WEDNESDAY MORNING, JUNE 7
Following a devotional service led by Mr. E. L. Kellogg, the Assembly reconvened
at 8:40 o’clock with prayer by Mr. Vail,
The Minutes of the previous sessions of the Assembly were read and approved as
corrected.
By unanimous consent the Rev. Eugene Bradford, Executive Secretary of Westminster
Theological Seminary, was invited to address the Assembly at 10:15 a.m. today.
The following were nominated for election to the Committee on Foreign Missions:
Ministers - Vining, Kline, and Fikkert; Elders - Newman deHaas and Willard E. Neel.
There being no further nominations, the Moderator declared nominations closed, and declared Messs. Vining, Kline, Fikkert, deHaas, and Neel elected to the class of 1964 of
the Committee on Foreign Missions.
The Clerk read a request for excuse for absence from the Assembly from the Rev.
Gerald G. Latal, Th.D.
On motion Mr. B. A. Coie’s request for excuse for absence from previous sessions of
the Assembly was granted.
The Clerk presented the following additional COMMUNICATIONS :

No. 18.

From the China Mission, as follows:
72 Chung Hsiao Road
Taichung, Taiwan, R0.C
June 2, 1961

Fathers and Brethren,
“Glorious things of thee are spoken, 0 City of God.” Psalm 87:3.
To you now assembled in General Assembly unto the glory of our Sovereign God
and glorious Head of the church, we your fellow laborers in the China Mission send
greetings accompanied by our continued prayers that the Word of Christ may dwell in
you richly and rule to His glory and to the edification of the whole church.
Finally Brethren, pray for us that the work of our hands may be established.
Richard B. Gaffin,
Secretary

No. 19.

From the Japan Mission, as follows:
19 Shinhama-cho
Fukushima-shi
Japan
May 29, 1961

The Twenty-eighth General Assembly
The Orthodox Presbyterian Church
0. P. Church
Churc Rd. and Willow Grove Ave.
Glenside, Pennsylvania
Fathers and Brethren :
The Japan .Mission of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church sends greeting to the 28th
General Assembly. We pray that God may give wisdom to all those participating in the
deliberations of this Assembly, to the end that He may be glorified.

avY
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W e would also like to call attention to the need for reinforcements to the work in
Japan, and hope that the day will not be too far off when we can welcome another missionary to bolster the work in Japan.
Sincerely in Christ,
R. Heber McIlwaine, Chairman,
Japan Mission of the
Orthodox Presbyterian Church

Dr.E. J. Young, President of the Committee on Christian Education, presented the
report of the Committee as follows:
REPORT OF
THE COMMITTEE O N CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
I.

ADMINISTRATION A N D STAFF

.

Three regular meetings of the Committee were held during the year. In addition
to the regular meetings of the Committee, an advisory subcommittee met with the General Secretary, the Rev. Robley J. Johnston, approximately every six weeks.
In July, 1960, the Committee moved its offices to the new administration building
at 7401 Old York Road, Philadelphia 26, Pa., purchased jointly by the Committee on
Home Missions and Church Extension, the Committee on Foreign Missions and the Committee on Christian Education. T h e purchase price of the property was $49,627.32 with
renovations and new equipment amounting to an additional $19,608.20. The total cost
of $69,235.52 was divided equally among the three committees, the Committees on Home
and Foreign Missions providing two-thirds of the cost in cash while the Committee on
Christian Education has assumed a mortgage for one-third of the cost. Operating expenses
are borne in proportion to the space used by each committee and at present the Committee on Christian Education occupies just over one-half of the available space.
The staff of the Committee includes a bookkeeper and an office secretary, both
full-time employees. In addition, seasonal part-time help is required to process the advertising mailings and to assist in the shipping room at the peak of the vacation Bible school
season. Mr. Lewis W. Roberts continues to serve as the Committee’s Business Manager,
and Mr. John Tolsma has continued to serve as Art Director. Early in March, 1961, Mr.
Tolsma moved from Garfield, N. J. to the Philadelphia area and now occupies a studio
in the administration building. As reported a year ago, while Mr. Tolsma is now working
only half-time for the Committee, it is expected that he will ultimately be employed by
the Committee on a full-time basis. Since June, 1960, the Rev. John J. Mitchell has been
employed as a writer-editor for the Sunday school program and Mrs. Robert W. Anderson
has worked part-time during the year as a writer.
II. PUBLICATIONS

Although sales of Committee publications fell short of expectations, the total of
$38,050 represents a 13% increase over last year’s total of $34,170. T h e distribution of
Committee publications has continued to expand as many new church leaders respond
to the advertising program.

VACATIONBIBLE SCHOOL MATERIALS
The vacation Bible school materials for 1961, under the trade name Great Commission Publications and bearing the name of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, will
include the same courses that appeared in 1958. Minor revisions were made in each course
and the teacher’s manuals for these courses were set in type for the first time. T h e course
for the year is as follows:
1.
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Beginner : The Children’s Saviour - Teacher’s manual, pupil’s coloring book, and
worksheets
Primary : Kings - Teacher’s manual, pupil’s workbook, and worksheets
Junior: T h e Lord in the Land
Teacher’s manual, pupil’s workbook, and the
Flan-L-Map, Life of Christ
Teacher’s manual and pupil’s workbook
Intermediate: T h e Gavel of John

-

Vacation Bible school sales in 1960 registered a 24% gain over 1959 to total $18,390,
thus accounting for almost one half of the total volume of sales in all categories. T h e
number of churches using Great Commission materials rose this year from 365 to 385,
with over 325 of these from other denominations. Based on the number of workbooks
sold, it is estimated that 31,000 children were enrolled in these schools, an increase of
3,000over 1959.
As in 1959, the significant increase in the sale of these materials may be traced in
large measure to an expansion of the advertising program. Consequently, the Committee
has again enlarged its advertising effort for 1961 and the number of catalogs mailed was
increased from 10,000 to 12,000. Advertisements were placed in seven religious periodicals as compared with five a year ago. T h e publications in which advertisements appeared
this year are the Banner, Christian Life, Christianity Today, Eternity, Moody Monthly,
T h e Presbyterian Gumdim, and the Presbyterian Journal. In addition, complimentary
sample kits for review were sent to book review editors, the Christian education departments of various seminaries and colleges, as well as to denominational leaders of other
churches.
At the request of the Board of Christian Education of the Reformed Presbyterian
Church of North America the Committee this year published a special Reformed Presbyterian edition of the vacation Bible school materials. The courses of this edition are identical with the regular courses except for the addition of special instructions inserted in the
teacher’s manuals and the substitution of metrical psalm selections for the hymns printed
in the pupil’s workbooks. This edition bears the following imprint: “Published for the
Board of Christian Education of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America
by Great Commission Publications.” The name of the Committee on Christian Education
of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church appears in the copyright notice.
Again this year the Rev. Elmer M. Dortzbach has served as the Committee’s agent
in receiving and distributing the vacation Bible school materials in quantity in the Denver
area. T h e Committee hereby expresses its gratitude to Mr. Dortzbach for his effort in
promoting the use of these materials.
2.

STUDYCOURSES

The attention of the church is again called to the study course, OZd Testament
Prophecy, by the Rev. Edward J. Young, Ph.D. For a number of years this course has
enjoyed a wide use within the Orthodox Presbyterian Church and in other groups also.
The Back to God Hour of the Christian Reformed Church continues ta distribute it to
listeners seeking Bible study aids. Because of its proven value, it is recommended for use
in midweek services and informal Bible study groups as well as in personal study of the
Scriptures.
The study manual, Witnessing fur Christ, is designed for use with Biblical Evange2ism T o h y as a practical course in personal evangelism for young people. Pastors and
youth leaders in search of program material should find this course helpful.
3.

CATECHBTICAL
MATERIALS

T h e sale of the Shorter and Larger Catechisms and the Confession of Faith, together
with related materials, remained at approximately the same level as a year ago (1959 $1,140, 1960 - $1,040). Several years ago the Committee published its own edition of
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the Shorter Catechism and in the next few months it expects to provide the Catechism
for Young Children in a similar format.
The Bible Doctrine workbooks have sold well during the year ($3,940 this year as
compared with $3,605 a year ago). Although the advertising effort did not produce an
unusual increase in sales, approximately 800 requests for samples were received and it
is likely that orders will still follow from many of these inquiries.
Publication of the Old Testament Bible Survey course for Grade 10 had been
scheduled for the fall of 1960. -However, ,revision of the vacation Bible school materials
for 1961 and the demands of other projects on the Committee’s funds have necessitated
postponement until the fall of 1961. The companion course for the New Testament is
now in manuscript form and this also should be ready for publication during the year.
4.

TRACTS

During the year the Committee published two new leaflet tracts entitled Ave Maria?
and Religious Convictions - Are T h e y Un-American? Two other tracts which had been
out of print were redesigned and reprinted, viz., A Plenary Zndulgence and Plain Talk
About the Church (formerly EccZesiasticaZ Doors). In addition, two tracts relating to
Christmas - Christmas - W h a t Does it Mean? and Born to Die - were published in
connection with a Christmas greeting card. Although these last three items did not become
available until November, they were very favorably received and over 30,000 pieces
were sold in less than six weeks. The Committee plans to publish additional items of
this type again this year and also to begin publication of a distinctive line of more general
greeting cards that embody a positive biblical message.
In spite of these additions to the Committee’s tract publications, the total sale of
tracts dropped slightly from $4,120 in 1959 to $3,800 this year. In an effort to encourage
the use of tracts the Committee is exploring new programs of tract distribution and expects to offer suggestions for such programs in the near future.
5.

CHURCHBULLETINS

The distribution of the weekly church bulletins remains unchanged with approximately 90 churches (68 Orthodox Presbyterian and 22 others) subscribing to this service.
Heretofore bulletins have been available only on a standing order basis, but modifications
in the production schedule of the bulletins make it possible for the Committee now to
supply limited quantities of most issues from stock.
6.

SUNDAYSCHOOLpYzdmm.4~~

Preparatory work on the publication of Sunday school materials has been the Committee’s major project during the year. Although the subject has been under study for
several years, the actual preparation of the materials was begun only with the hiring of
Mr. .Mitchell in June, 1960. Even so, five or six months were required for research and
detailed outlining of specific parts of the curriculum so that the work of writing the lessons themselves has just begun.
In view of the fact that no writer for the Beginner and Primary departments has yet
been secured and in view of the lack of funds to hire such a writer, it has been determined
to postpone work on this level for another year and to aim at publication of materials for
the Intermediate and Senior departments by January, 1963. The present schedule calls
for completion of the manuscripts for the first quarter of these materials by January,
1962 in order that they may be published as samples by June, 1962.
The magnitude of this task for a church the size of the Orthodox Presbyterian
Church can hardly be overemphasized. The capital outlay required to initiate the program
even on the limited scale envisaged will exceed $50,000. However, the need for such
materials and the opportunities they present for a wider ministry make the effort eminently worthwhile. In spite of the fact that a large amount of capital will be required in
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order to underwrite the costs of writing and printing the first quarter’s materials, the
program, once initiated, will be a new source of income for further expanding the church’s
program of Christian education.
In order to guarantee the resources required for this project the Committee is requesting that an all-out effort be made this year in the June offering for Christian education. Since this is the church‘s 25th anniversary year and since the launching of this
program will begin a new chapter in the church‘s history, this offering has been designated “The Twenty-fifth Anniversary Offering for Christian Education” and a goal of
$25,000 has been set. A formula has been worked out whereby the Committee on Christian Education will relinquish its share of the 1961 Thank Offering in proportion to the
success of the Anniversary Offering. For every $1,000 of the $25,000 goal that is received
in June, the Committee on Christian Education will forego 1/25 of its usual share of the
Thank Offering. Thus, if the goal of $25,000 were reached, the Committee on Christian
Education would receive nothing from the Thank Offering, allowing that offering to
be used entirely for other aspects of the church’s mission program. Although this may
seem at first sight like an impossible goal, it really means that for only $3.50 per communicant member we can launch a program for which our own churches as well as others
have waited for many years.
7.

MACHENLEAGUEMATERIALS

As reported a year ago, the preparation of materials for young people’s societies is
closely tied to the Committee’s effort to secure full-time writers. However, since priority
has been given .to the Sunday school program, the efforts of such writers musr first be
devoted to that program. In the meantime, the Committee continues to give attention to
the need for young people’s materials and will endeavor from time to time to offer suggestions concerning materials available from other sources.
8.

MISCELLANEOUS
PUBLICATIONS
AND SUPPLJSS

A new printing of 500 copies of T h e Stan&& of Government, Disc$ine and Warship of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church was completed in August, 1960 and npproximately 100 copies have been sold. The pamphlet, Reports and Actions of the General
Assembly Concerning Secret Societies, is still available and is recommended to sessions,
study groups or individuals who are concerned with this subject.
In the course of the past few years the Committee has stocked increasing numbers
of items of church supplies, some of which it offers to the churches at a discount of
15% or more. These items now include: Bibles and books of all publishers, certificates
of baptism, marriage, and church membership, communion services, church registers and
guest books, Cross and Crown award pins, flannel boards, folding tables, mimeo supplies
and recordings of sacred music. Other items of church supplies can be obtained upon
request.
9.

CHURCHPAPERAND The Presbyterian Guardian

Although the Twenty-seventh General Assembly rejected the proposal by which
the three major standing Committees, viz., the Committees on Home and Foreign Mis.
sions and the Committee on Christian Education, would subsidize T h e Presbyterian
Guardian and nominate representatives of the Committees for membership in the Presbyterian Guardian Corporation, the Committee on Christian Education judged that the objections voiced against a subsidy from the Missions Committees had not been directed
against such support from the Committee on Christian Education. Consequently, at its
meeting on September 13 ,1960, the Committee took action to “subsidize T h e Presbyterian
Guurdian in the amount of $100 per month for seven months beginning in September,
1960.” In addition, the Rev. Professor Edmund P. Clowney and Dr. F. Kingsley Elder,
jr. were elected as nominees for membership in the Presbyterian Guardian Corporation
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as representatives of the Committee on Christian Education. Both men were subsequently
elected as members of the Corporation and also as Trustees. Although the Committee’s
critical financial situation during the past year prevented complete fulfilment of its pledge
of a subsidy, the Committee plans to continue the arrangement outlined above, contributing
$75 per month to the support of the Guardian.
IH. PROMOTION
1.

THEMessenger

The Committee on Christian Education continues to use one page af each issue of
the Orthodox Presbyterian Messenger to promote interest in the work of Christian education and to inform the church of progress in the Committee’s activities.
SUNDAY SCHOOLATTENDANCE
CONTEST
The fourth denomination-wide Sunday School Attendance Contest was held this
year from October 9 to November 13. Thirty-six Sunday schools were enrolled in three
divisions:
Group I - schools with an average attendance over 150
Group I1 - schools with an average attendance between 75 and 150
Group I11 - schools with an average attendance less than 75
T h e winners and their percent of gain were:
Group I - Paradise Hills, San Diego, 28.1%
Group I1 - Sharon, Hialeah, 50%
Group 111 - Immanuel, Thornton, 157%
The Contest resulted in an increase of 706 in average weekly attendance in the
thirty-six schools enrolled, a 25% gain. Twenty of the participating schools realized attendance gains of over 25% and eight schools gained 50% or more. Each of the winning
schools was awarded an attractive plaque on which its name and accomplishment are
inscribed.
The Achievement Trophy for the Sunday school which achieves the best record in
the weeks following the Contest will be awarded to the new winner in June. The trophy
is now held by Covenant Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Vineland, New Jersey.
2.

3.

ROADSIDESIGNS

Only a few roadside signs for Orthodox Presbyterian churches are still available.
Churches which may be able to make more extensive use of these signs in local advertising are reminded that the price of $3.50 each makes these signs one of the most economical media of advertising available to them.
4.

ADVERTISING

.

a

Advertising of the Committee’s publications continues to be 3 key factor in the expansion of the Committee’s activities. The gains registered in sales during the past three
years have reflected rather clearly the advertising effort made each year. This yesr the
number of general catalogs mailed to individuals and churches was increased from 9,000
to 10,000. With the catalogs were enclosed samples of church bulletins, the Christmas
cards and tracts, and announcements of the new tract publications. Advertisements of
the Bible Doctrine workbooks were inserted in four issues of Christianity Today, Eternity,
and Moody MonthZy and more than 550 requests for brochures were received in response.
(Bible Doctrine brochures had been mailed in the spring to all the ministers of the Christian Reformed Church, the Presbyterian Church, U.S.,and approximately 500 ministers
of the Presbyterian Church in Canada.) Approximately 15,000 samples of evangelistic
tracts were sent out in response to 500 or more replies to the catalog mailing. As reported
under vacation Bible school materials, the VBS ads this year appeared in seven religious
periodicals, two more than last year, and the quantity of VBS catalogs was increased
from 10,000 to 12,000.
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N. FINANCES
The financial condition of the Committee on Christian Education is cause for both
gratitude and concern. The Committee is deeply grateful to God for the church’s zeal
for a more vigorous prosecution of its task of Christian education evidenced by the fact
that contributions have increased this year from $23,512 to $28,460,a gain of 21%. This
increase of $4,950 is by far the largest in recent years and seems to reflect a growing
awareness throughout the church of the strategic importance of the Christian education
program. There is also cause for gratitude in the continuing growth in the volume of
sales. Income from sales this year rose from $33,700 to $38,050,an increase of 13%. In
the past five years sales have increased over 200% from the 1956 total of $12,275.
On the other hand, it must be pointed out that regular contributions still are only
$2.23 per member or 4 . 3 ~per week. In 1957 the Committee reported that regular contributions of at least 6c per member per week would be required to carry out the program
assigned to it by General Assembly directives. The need for attaining this level of giving
is emphasized by the Treasurer’s report for this year which shows a net loss for the year
amounting to $3,170.The deficiency of 2c per member per week, therefore, represents
the difference between carrying out or curtailing this ministry of the church.
In an effort to provide for the extra expenditures involved in the proposed Sunday
school program, the Committee requested a special offering in June, 1960 and suggested
a goal of $1 per member. However, only about one-fifth of that amount ($1,520) was received, thus making it impossible to hire a second writer for this program. In spite of this
curtailment of the program, the Committee hopes to proceed to actual publication of a part
of the curriculum during 1963. If this hope is to be realized, a sizable capital fund will
be required. For that purpose, the Committee is requesting in connection with the 25th
Anniversary observance that a major effort be made to underwrite this program and a
goal of $25,000 (in addition to regular contributions) has been set for the June offering.
As indicated above, if the goal is reached, the Committee on Christian Education will
forego its usual 15% share of the Thank Offering. This would provide a net of approximately $16,000 to begin publication. Without capital in at least this amount publication
will be impossible.

I

V.

BUDGET

The following budget has been adopted by the Committee for the new fiscal year:
Estimated Expenditures
Budget 1961-1962
Administrative Expense -___l_l-__l_._.-_
$27,636
Production Expense ______-_____-I__.
47,219
Selling Expense
2,150
Promotion and Advertising
11,900

___

--I--______--_I______

_
_
_
_
I
_
_
_
_

Total Estimated Expenditures _...._
Estimated Receipts
Gross Sales _-________I_---_---I...._
Contributions
Other Income

________--_
_____-

I

--

$88,905
$44,850

._.._40,000
-___.-_ 2,000

_______________
Estimated Deficit ---_________ _____-___

Total Estimated Receipts

VI.

$86,850
$ 2,055

ELECTIONS

The terms of the following members of the Committee expire with this Assembly:
Ministers: Calvin K. Cummings, Wendell L. Rockey, Jr., Raymond 0. Zorn
Ruling Elders: I?. Kingsley Elder, jr., Ph.D., Edward A. Haug, Jr.
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VII. REPORT OF THE TREASURER
T h e report of the Treasurer, as audited by Main and Company, Certified Public
Accountants, is as follows:
April 19, 1961
The Committee on Christian Education
of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Inc.
7401 Old York Road
Melrose Park, Pennsylvania
W e have examined the balance sheet of The Committee on Christian Education of
the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Inc. as of March 31, 1961, and the related statement
of income for the year then ended. Our examination was made in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards, and accordingly included such tests of the accounting
records as we considered necessary in the circumstances, except that we did not verify
accounts receivable by direct correspondence, nor did we supervise, or test, the taking of
the physical inventory. Our examination of receipts from voluntary contributions was
limited to a test comparison of duplicate copies af acknowledgements issued to cash receipts
records and subsequently with deposit tickets and bank statements. T h e nature of voluntary contributions is such that further audit procedures are impractical.
W e do not express an opinion as to the fairness of the accompanying statements
and supplementary exhibits in view of the limitations in our audit procedures as stated
above. However, nothing came to our attention during the course of the examination which
would indicate that the balance sheet as of March 31, 1961, and the related statement
of income for the year then ended, were other than as shown on the accompanying statements and supplementary exhibits or that accounting practices had not been applied on
a basis consistent with prior years.

MAINAND COMPANY
Certified Public Accountants
THE COMMITTEE ON CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
OF THE ORTHODOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, INC.

BALANCE SHEET
MARCH31, 1961

ASSETS
CURRENT
ASSETS
$

347.63
3,695.82

23,794.86
206.33
68.21

-----Total current assets

28,112.85

l___l______l_________________I__

EQUIPMENTAND BUILDING
Office furniture and equipment (cost) ________-___________----__8,701.70
Less: Accumulated depreciation
3,307.98

-----5,393.72

Administration building (Note 1)
Total

___________________-____
23,078.50
-___--

28,472.22

-----$56,585.07

___I____-_
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LIABILITIES AND NET WORTH

CURRENT
LIABILITIES
Accounts payable
Notes payable
Advance received for printing

_____I______________I____

$ 5,022.92
6,748.25
1,250.00

_
_
_
_
l
_
_
_
l
l
_
l
l
_
l
-

______________l_

------

____-_

Total current liabilities -_______
MORTGAGE
PAYABLE
- Administration building (Note 2)

13,021.17
21,305.28

-----34,326.45

Total liabilities

_I__________

NET WORTH
Balance, April 1, 1960 (Note 3)
Net loss for year ended March 31, 1961

~

_______
$25,430.57

__-________(3,171.95)

____I____-I_____

Balance, March 31, 1961

------

22,25 8.62

_____ll___l______l_

------

$56,585.07
STATEMENT OF INCOME
Fon

I
,

Income from Sales
Cost of Goods Sold

THE

YEAR ENDBDMARCH31, 1961

$38,013.10
______-___________________________
__I__________________l_______________l

30,099.92

------

____________________7,913.18

Gross profit on sales
Operating Expenses
Selling expenses
Administrative expenses (Note 1)
Promotion and advertising expenses

$ 2,450.99

---_______________
25,348.19

________________I____I_________

1

12,599.94

40,399.12

------

_-_________I___

Net loss from operations
Contributions and Other Income

____-_________

(32,485.94)
29,3 13.99

-_----

~

Net loss

_l__l____ll___l__l___---I_

$( 3,171.95)

------

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
MARCH 31, 1961

NOTES: (1) The financial statements exclude depreciation expense approximating $300.00
on the committee’s one-third interest of $23,078.50, in the adminstration building
and related real estate acquired on May 31, 1960 at a cost of $44,500.00. Additional capital expenditures for renovations and improvements amounted to $24,735.52 prior to occupancy on July 23, 1960.
(2) The committee has assumed liability for payment of a 6% mortgage loan
secured by the administration building and real estate. The original amount borrowed, $22,000.00 is payable in 180 monthly installments of $185.66 including
principal and interest.
(3) Unexpended funds of $2,000.00 received from the Mary G. Clement estate
January 6, 1959, segregated and designated at March 31, 1960 as the Sunday
School Publication Fund, are included in the Net Worth balance at April 1, 1960.
Committee expenditures on behalf of the Sunday School Publication activities
exceeded $2,000.00 during the year ended March 31, 1961.
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EXHIBIT I
SCHEDULE OF INCOME
“HE

YEAR

ENDEDM A R C H 31, 1961

INCOME
FROMSALES

______-_

Audio-visual
-!$ 1,768.33
3,942.09
“Bible Doctrine” _________
56.03
“Biblical Evangelism Today”
979.56
Books _-_----~-_-------____I----~.---I-----__-_
7,135.5 1
Bulletins
532.12
Catechisms
348.81
Confessions of faith
159.06
“Covenant Children’s Catechumen Course”
38.85
Prophecy courses
120.00
Sunday School Attendance Contest supplies
142.33
“The Standards of The Orthodox Presbyterian Church”
3,803.77
Tracts
18,389.95
Vacation Bible School supplies __________________________
Miscellaneous
596.69

_____________________
-___

LI__________________________l_l_l__l_

-_____
_______-_

_-___-___-

___-

,
I

__-______L_________I___l_ll____

-----------

__l__l________l______l____________l_____----

Total income from sales ______.____________cc______
$38,013.10

CONTRIBUTIONS
AND OTHERINCOME
’

“

_-____

Contributions from Orthodox Presbyterian Churches
Thank Offerings
Children’s Day offerings
Contributions designated for equipment
Contributions from other sources ___-I ___________
2
Art work contracted
Sunday School contest enrollment fees
Miscellaneous
__
Total contributions and other income _-__-___-_

$15,644.22
8,878.07
1,s20.8 1
792.17
1,627.64
547.80
285.54
17.74
$29,313.99

_
_
l
_
l
l
_
_
l
_
_
-

c_I_________-__I___

_________

_I_____ll____l___________I

--__-___-

c _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

l_-______l______

------

EXHIBIT II

COST OF GOODS SOLD
FOR THB YEAR ENDEDMARCH31, 1961
Merchandise inventory, April 1, 1960
Purchases for resale

__cI_____-_____I_

$22,811.57
3,952.67

__-___-______I___-________

-----26,764.24

3,356.66
3,760.10
503.94
470.60
2,643.65
4,249.20
9,275.70
268.45
423.14
340.49

------
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Cast of goods available for sale
Merchandise inventory, March 31, 1961

I
_
-

_________e_-

Cost of goods sold

l__ll_
I__I-_________

52,056.17
21,956.25

_-----

$30,099.92

EXHIBIT III

SCHEDULE OF OPERATING EXPENSES
FOR THE YEAR

ENDBDMARCH 31, 1961

SELLING
EXPENSES
Shipping supplies
Labor and wages
Postage --Freight
Insurance on stock
Storage

___-__-__e-l_______l___l

$

_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
I
_
_
I
_
_
_

____-

572.58
657.43
708.22
372.70
95.06
45.00

_l_________________l_

___-__

_
I
-

___

___-___

_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
l
_
_
_
_
_
_
l
_
_
_
c
l
_
_
l
_
_
_

---A_-

$ 2,450.99

ADMINISTRATIVE
EXPENSES

__________________
$ 5,916.00

General Secretary salary and allowance
Office salaries
Pension premiums
Office supplies
__
Office rent and administration building maintenance
Telephone
Postage
Travel
----Employment taxes --..-______Insurance
-____-_---__
---Interest - mortgage ----_---_-_-_--_- loans
Committee meetings _____ ______Legal and auditing
Office equipment service ---____
Depreciation of furniture and equipment
Miscellaneous ____-_________--___--__-_

-_____

8,499.84
937.80
876.06
2,782.50
713.87
1,246.91
405.72
405.26
27.16
976.22
292.27
483.50
325.50
171.11
755.96
532.51

-___-______
_____--_______________________-_
____l__
_
_
_
_
l
_
_
_
I
-

___l______-_-____ll_I

l____l_____l_________I___________I__

__________
-______
~

___-_____-__-__-_
___-____________l______l

-_-_

.

_____I_

$25,348.19

PROMOTION
AND ADVERTISING
EXPENSES
Magazine advertising

- Tracts and Bible Doctrine
- Vacation Bible School

__.__
$ 1,694.88
2,591.76

- General -- Vacation Bible School ______-____
Postage -----------Catalogs

----I__-

-__-

__-________-

Travel - General Secretary
Printing - Sunday School Contest supplies
- miscellaneous advertising
"Messenger"

I
_
-

2,455.70
2,055.25
719.20
31 1.74
254.58
561.10
528.98

I______
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Miscellaneous

--_---_

Total
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200.00
1,226.75

_
I
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
-

-_------__--

-------------------

$12,5 99.94

------

By unanimous consent the Treasurer’s Report was included in the Minutes without
being read.
Dr. Stonehouse introduced Dr. G. Brillenburg Wurth, fraternal delegate of De
Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland, to the Assembly. On motion Dr. Wurth was enrolled
as a corresponding member o€ the Assembly. By unanimous consent Dr. Wurth was invited to address the Assembly at 3:45 p.m. today.
The order of the day arrived and the Rev. Eugene Bradford addressed the Assembly.
The Rev. Wilbur W. Blakely, fraternal delegate of the Reformed Presbyterian Church
in North America, General Synod, was introduced to the Assembly and on motion was
enrolled as a corresponding member of the Assembly.
The following were nominated for election to the Committee on Christian Education:
Ministers - Cummings, Knight, Casey, Commeret, Zorn, Wendell L. Rockey, Jr., and
Schauffele; Elders - Elder and Haug. There being no further nominations, the Moderator
declared nominations closed, and declared Messrs. Elder and Haug elected to the class of
1964 of the Committee on Christian Education. A ballot was cast for the election of the
ministerial members.
On motion Mr. Salis’ request for excuse for absence from the previous sessions of
the Assembly was granted.
Mr. Bachman, Secretary-Treasurer of the Committee on General Benevolence, presented the report of the Committee as follows:
REPORT OF THE
COMMITTEE O N GENERAL BENEVOLENCE
At the stated meeting of the Committee on Friday, September 23, 1960, the following officers were re-elected: President, Irving J. Triggs, Vice-president, Ross E. Noblett
and Secretary-Treasurer, Lester R. Bachman.
During the past year the Committee designed and arranged for the printing of a
poster for the purpose of keeping the various ministries of the Committee before the
minds and hearts of the churches. Copies have been sent to each church and chapel. The
response of the churches to the appeal of this method of advertising our work has begun
to manifest itself in added support from congregations which had not given to the Committee before. For this we are grateful.
A recent report from Mrs. Bruce F. Hunt in Korea informs us of the tremendous
hardship and suffering experienced by multitudes among whom our missionaries are
working, including the many churches and leper colonies. W e have only begun to alleviate
the need of this one field in a small way by our various ministries. Our churches are
urged to increase as much as possible their support of the MEALS FOR MILLIONS
food program and the Leper Fund, so that we can extend further aid to our suffering
brethren in Korea. Mrs. Hunt has informed the Committee that there is a serious need
for whole milk powder for the babies in four orphanages connected with our church.
The Committee hopes to be able to begin regular shipments of this urgently needed food
very soon, but funds must be provided to enable us to assume this new responsibility.
Details regarding the cost of the milk powder and shipping charges to Korea will he
provided to Sunday schools and deacons’ boards who are interested in helping to feed
the babies nourishing whole milk in this convenient form. Write at once to the Secretary
for information about this or any other project of the Committee.
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W e are happy to report that more of our churches have begun to send gifts during
the past year. More than 35% of the churches, however, have not yet responded to our
earnest communications. W e humbly request the pastors and deacons, or elders, to begin,
even in a small way, to lay the ministry of this committee on the hearts of their people.
If we would read Psalm 41, Isaiah 58, or Matthew 25:31-45 occasionally, we would
appreciate anew the tremendous significance of the humble and loving responsibilities
laid upon us to do what the rich young ruler was unwilling to do, make self-sacrifice to
“give to the poor.” The Lord will surely help us to heed the exhortation of the hymn
writer whose words we often sing, “Give as ’mas given to you in your need; love as the
Master loved you.’’
The Committee continues to aim at a goal of $2,000.00 per year for the next five
years to establish a modest fund which will be used to care for aged ministers and their
dependents. Six hundred dollars was received from eleven churches this past year.
Brethren, will more of you help us to reach this goal? The need may be readily seen
fiom the fact that the Committee now contributes almost $3,000.00 per year toward the
care of one aged minister! There is need, and it may increase before we realize it.
The MEALS FOR MILLIONS program continues to be a popular concern of more
and more churches and their organizations. Leper funds have continued to increase, as
well as support for Korean orphans. The Secretary will be glad to make suggestions to
encourage churches t o provide support for one of these projects.
Funds for shipping used clothes continue to be less than half sufficient to meet the
need each year. Our women’s societies can help by increasing their gifts for this purpose.
W e rejoice to say that no emergency relief funds were needed this year to relieve
the victims of typhoons. However, the Committee is concerned to have such funds available for possible future disasters.
Fourteen churches kindly supplied the Committee with details of the ministries
of their local deacons’ boards, as requested in February. These churches aided over 40
families in amounts as high as $600.00. One congregation gave over $1,000.00 to the
poor, locally and through this Committee. Another gave almost $900.00. Each of these
congregations has less than 100 members. Almost $3,000 was spent locally by these 14
churches. If this were ta be taken as an average, it would indicate that all of our churches
together are giving almost $20,000.00 per year to aid over 250 families. W e would
appreciate it so much if each pastor will supply us with such infofmation this year so that
a clearer picture of this phase of Christian responsibility may be presented for the encouragement of all.
The terms of the Rev. John H. Skilton and Deacon J. Eric Crowe expire with this
meetin of the General Assemby.
T f e Committee would urge the 28th General Assembly to adopt the following recommendations for the purpose .of encouraging our congregations ta increased loving concern
for the multitudes of poor, sick, and hungry people to whom we should minister the
abundance God has mercifully entrusted to us.
1. That the Assembly call ta the attention of the churches the Committee’s effort
to raise at least $2000.00 per year for the next five years to provide a modest
fund for the care of aged ministers and ministers’ widows and orphans, and urge
the churches to provide for this fund by sending gifts in the amount of 30c
per communicant member.
2. That a quota of $1.50 per communicant member from each church be suggested

as an annual contribution sufficient to enable this Committee to reach its entire
budget goal (including the sum necessary for the care of aged ministers, etc.)
The following budget has been adopted by the Committee as a statement of our
goals for the ensuing year:
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______-_________
______-_-__
________
_____

Current need for the care of aged minister
$ 3,000
2,000
“Aged and Infirm Ministers’ Fund”
75
Office expense ___---___
__ _______
L----L--2,000
MEALS FOR MILLIONS
700
Leper Fund
__
900
Korean Orphan Fund
150
Funds for shipping used clothes ____l___________100
Travel allowances ---_
-__--__
---300
Charity work of Gospel Hospital, Korea
200
Deacons’ Funds for poor churches in Korea
500
Increased General Fund
___
500
Emergency Relief Fund __-_____________________

i
:
_
_

__I
-I____

-I__________---____

__c_II_-_________

_-_________

_______c____I______

____

_____I_____-___

-----

$10,425
The report of the Treasurer is appended. Mr. J. Eric Crowe was appointed to audit
the record and reported as follows: “Audited and found correct.”
BALANCE ON HAND,

REPORT OF THE TREASURER
April 1, 1960

$!

738.42

_______I______-_

RECEIPTS

Undesignated (General Fund) _--_
__
$! 3,035.48
606.14
‘‘Aged and Infirm Ministers’ Fund” ________-_-____
1,575.17
MEALSFOR MILLIONS
Korean Orphan Fund ______________-___ 824.70
526.24
Leper Fund ~ _ - _ - - - - _ _ _ --_--____
_94.50
Funds for shipping used clothing
22.25
(Allocated from General Funds) _-_-________
35.31
Refund for Travel ______________ -Total receipts -__-____
cI_____________

I
I
I
c
I
-

_l_l__l________

___--__-

Funds available during the year

6,719.79

_
_
_
_
_
_
_
I
_
_
I
-

DISBURSEMENTS

_____-

Care of aged missionary
MEALS FOR MILLIONS _________Korean Orphan Fund, Rev. Bruce F. Hunt
Leper Fund, Rev. Bruce F. Hunt
Shipping used clothing
Office expense
_Travel expense
Committee posters
Hospital care (KFea) Deacons’ funds for poor churches in Korea
Total disbursements
---___

2,481.50
1,s 75.OO
824.OO
526.00
116.75
34.50
76.36
62.89
200.00
125.00

_
_
_
I
_
_
-

______

-_--_
______
_______
____

I
_

-

I
_
-

___l_l--l___l_--

P
I
_

-_-_-____
-___-__-_

BALANCE ON HAND,

April 1, 1961

,

6,022
$ 1,436.21

--,-

Summary - Cash Balance-by Funds
Undesignated (General Funds)
MEALS FOR MILLIONS
Korean Orphan Fund
Leper Fund
Funds for shipping used clothing
“Aged and Infirm Ministers’ Fund”

828.96
.I7
.70

I___________

_-__I______-_

____.______-

_____-

----

-

_
_
_
_
I
_

_ _ _ _ _ _ l _ _ l _ _

.24

-

606.14

1,436.21
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(National Bank of Oxford)
*
Reserve Funds
“Aged and Infirm Ministers’ Fund,”
Chase-Manhattan Bank, New York, N. Y.
Church Extension Fund (Notes) ____-____.__I___I___

------- -----22.92
1,500.00

I
_
_
_
_
_
I
_

Total funds available for Committee use,
April 1, 1961 __________---_--____-

$ 1,522.92
$! 2,959.13

Respectfully submitted,
Lester R. Bachman,
Secretary-Treasurer
The tellers reported the election of Messrs. Cummings, Rockey, and Schauffele to
the class of 1964 of the &-mmittee on Christian Education.
By unanimous consent the report of the Treasurer of the Committee on General
Benevolence was included in the Minutes without being read.
On separate motions the recommendations of the report of the Committee on General
Benevolence were adopted.
Mr. Vining presented his resignation from the class of 1962 of the Committee on
General Benevolence.
The following were nominated for election to the Committee on General Benevolence:
Ministers - Skilton and Chanoux; Deacon - J. Eric Crowe. There being no further nominations, the Moderator declared nominations closed, and declared Mr. Crowe elected to,
the class of 1964 of the Committee on General Benevolence.
On substitute motion the Assembly determined to vote for one minister, that the
minister receiving the higher number of votes be elected to the class of 1964, and that the
remaining ministerial nominee be elected to the class of 1962. A ballot was cast.
Mr. De Velde, President of the Committee on Pensions, presented the report of the
Committee as follows:
REPORT OF T H E COMMITTEE ON PENSIONS
The Committee on Pensions had one meeting during the past year, this being held
on Thursday, February 23, 1961, at the administration building of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church at 7401 Old York Road, Elkins Park, Pa. S i x of the nine members of the
Committee were present, three were excused, and the Controller was also present.
OFFICERS

The four officers of the Committee were reelected: Everett C. DeVelde, Chairman;
W. Harllee Bordeaux, Vice Chairman; Edward A. Haug, Secretary; and Garret A.
Hoogerhyde, Treasurer. Lewis W. Roberts was continued as Controller.
STATISTICS

As of April 1, 1960 and March 31, 1961 there were 72 persons in the Plan of whom
71 were under contract with The Presbyterian Ministers’ Fund and one under special
arrangements with the Committee. During the year three new participants were added
and three withdrew.
The Plan is now in its third year. Since the inception of the Plan some impressive
statistics have developed. The total amount of insurance in force and the sizable equity
being built up in the policies placed under our Pension Plan with The Presbyterian Ministers’ Fund are shown in the following table:
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Percent of
Cash Sur. Val. Cash Sur.
Anniversary
Policies
Total
Premiums
at End of
Value to
Date of Plan
in Force
Insurance
Paid
Prem. Year Prem. Paid
Dec. 31, 1958
69
$537,000
$28,656
$22,705
79.2%
Dec. 31, 1959
70
5 52,000
57,611
46,563
80.2%
Dec. 31, 1960
71
562,000
86,985
68,922
79.2%
The accumulated Cash Surrender Values are, in effect, a large Deacons’ Fund from
which benefits will be provided for participants when they reach retirement age. This
Fund is administered by T h e Presbyterian Ministers’ Fund which guarantees that the
money will be available for the participants’ use when needed. It should be remembered
that these benefits are designed to be supplementary to other provisions made by our
ministers for their years of retirement since the provisions of the Plan are not adequate,
in themselves, for this need.
SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS

During the year the Committee entered into a formal contract with the Rev. David
Calderwood, Th.D., pastor of Greyfriars Orthodox Presbyterian Church of Torrance, Calif,
This contract was necessary because Dr. Calderwood‘s age did not come within the limits
set by The Presbyterian Ministers’ Fund. The contract provides for life insurance, disability, and pension payments. T h e Annuity Contract Reserve account in the Treasurer’s
Report reflects this Committee’s present obligation under this contract for the remainder
of the present calendar year.
RECORDS

Permanent bookkeeping records are being kept, which involves work by the Controller
and one of the secretaries. For the first time since the Plan was put into effect the Committee on Pensions has reimbursed the Committees on Missions and Christian Education
for the use of personnel and facilities needed to carry on certain business of the Committee
during the previous fiscal year. T h e records of the Committee are maintained at the denomination’s administration building.
OBSERVATIONS

1. Pmticipati’tiort in the Plan. T h e Committee considers it regrettable that not every
active minister in our church is covered under the Plan, and also that arrangements are not
always made for newly-ordained men to enter the Plan. To the extent that this is true,
the Plan falls short of fulfilling its purpose. The Committee would strongly urge participation in the Pension Plan by every pastor and congregation because we are convinced
that the Plan would provide greater benefit to the whole church as well as to the individual ministers if there were 100% participation.
2. Features of the Plan. Sometimes overlooked and discounted are the important
features of Life and Disability Insurance protection that are wrapped iinto our Pension
Plan along with the retirement benefit feature. There is a tendency to think of the Pension
Plan in terms of retirement provisions only, while actually the insurance features are
of more immediate interest and could be very important to the local congregation in the
discharge of its responsibility to the pastor’s family in the event of his death or prolonged
disability while serving it as pastor. The cost of this vital protection is included in the
premiums.
A letter under date of March 3, 1961, was sent out by the Controller to all the
ministers, clerks, and treasurers in the Orthodox Presbyterian Church outlining the threefold coverage included in the Plan : Life Insurance, Disability Insurance, and Retirement
Benefits. This combination of coverages provides comparatively complete protection for
participating ministers and missionaries.
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3. Premium Payment. The practical suggestion was also made in this letter that
the annual premiums, both the minister’s share and the congregation’s share, be paid
quarterly, in advance, in March, June, September, and December. These smaller payments
would spread the financial load for those involved.
4. Presbyterid Cooperation. The Committee decided to request each presbytery
to erect a Committee on Pensions which would serve in a liaison capacity between the
presbytery and this Committee.
5. Brochure. The Committee expects to publish some time in the future a descriptive brochure on the Plan which can be used to convey suitable information to prospective
participants.
EXPIRATIONOF TERMS
The terms of the following members of the Committee expire at this Assembly:
Minister - Ralph E. Clough
Ruling Elders - William C. Colsman, Burton S. Holmes

REPORT OF T H E TREASURER
SCHEDULE A

BALANCE SHEET
’

MARCH

31, 1961

A S S E T S
Cash in Bank
Premiums due committee (Dec. 31, 1960)
Premium Loans
__
Investments - U. S. Treas. 2412% Bond,
due 11/16/61 - (at cost)

_______-_

$ 3,617.51
976.40
1,000.75

______I______________II
~

__-_________--

_-____
_-

_l___________l_

1,459.68

-------

_
_
_
_
l
_
l
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
l
l

Total Assets

___________-__-____

$ 7,054.34

LIABILITIES AND NET WORTH
Premiums collected in advance (Dec. 31, 1961)
Annuity Contract Reserve (Calderwmd)

_____________$ 2,318.75
_____-_________-_ 5,000.00

------$ 7,318.75

- March

31, 1961 (Deficit) --------See Exhibit No. 1 and Note No. 1
Total Liabilities and Net Worth

NET WORTH

264.41

_-________

(Note No. 1)

$ 7,054.34

-------

- This deficit resulting from the Committee’s

Liability to Dr. David Calderwood under an
Annuity Agreement will be satisfied from future
dividends.

,

EXHIBIT No. 1
RECONCILIATION OF NET WORTH

N E T WORTH

- April

CREDITS TO NET WORTH

1, 1960 (Deficit) --__

____

$( 3,267.67)

.

Dividends - Presbyterian Ministers’ Fund
Excess of Premiums Received over Premiums Paid
Cash Value received on surrendered policies
(net after refunds) --

$ 1,3 16.87

_______

4.90

919.34

_
_
_
I
_
_
_
_
_
_
I
I
_
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_--_____-__ -______--__-144.27
_________
987.06
3,372.44
-------

Interest
Excess Annuity Reserve returned to Net Worth

------4

$

Total

104.77

T O NET WORTH

CHARGES

Expenses Paid

NET WORTH

- March 31, 1961 (Deficit)

369.18

-------

c_-____L-___I________-___-

_______-

$ (264.41)

SCHEDULE B

STATEMENT OF
CASH RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS
Balance on hand, April 1, 1960

$ 2,390.73

-------

_
I
_
-

RECEIPTS

Premiums
$28,41 9.45
Repayment on Loan
____ 223.25
Cash Value received on surrendered policies (See Note 2)
919.34
Dividends - Presbyterian Ministers’ Fund
1,316.87
Interest on Loans and Investments ------------144.27

_
_
_
_
_
_
l
l
_
_
_
_
l
l
_
_
_
_
_
_
I
_
_I_-__

____

-_________-__

Total

A

____
----

31,023.18
------33,413.91

DISBURSEMENTS

Premiums Paid - Presbyterian Ministers’ Fund ----,-$29,427.22
Office Expense
---Telephone -Postage
Stationery & Printing
Meeting Expense
___
____cI_____I___

---A_-

_____--_
_-__________ _______-_____---

-______I__I

308.00
5.50
20.23
21.50
13.95

_____I

I__

Balance on hand, March 31, 1961

29,796.40

-------

$ 3,617.51
____________-__
A

BALANCE ACCOUNTED FOR AS FOLLOWS:

Girard Trust Corn Exchange Bank _I_.________c-_
$ 948.52
Philadelphia Saving Fund Society
2,668.99
$ 3,617.51
Total Cash on Hand
(Note No. 2 ) Net after refunds of $956.66 to Pastors
The books of the Committee have been audited by James Hutton, a ruling elder of
Mediator Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia, Pa., who reports as follows:
I have examined the books of the Committee on Pensions of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, for the period ending March 31, 1961. The examination has included a
comparison of recorded receipts with individual policy records, tracing the receipts ta their
deposit in the bank a2d checking expenditures against authorizations of payment. Balances
on hand at the end of the period were reconciled to the appropriate bank statements and
personal examination was made of U. S. Treasury Bond listed as an asset of the Committee.
. Respectfully submitted, ’
Garret A. Hoogerhyde, Treasurer
By unanimous consent the Treasurer’s Report was included in the Minutes without
being read.
The tellers reported the election of Dr. Skilton to the class of 1964 and Mr. Chanow
to the class of 1962 of the Committee on General Benevolence.
The Assembly recessed at 12:33 o’clock after prayer by Mr. Spooner.
I

_____________I__
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WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON
The Assembly reconvened at 1:46 o’clock with prayer by Mr. Galbraith.
The order of the day having arrived, the Assembly proceeded to the matter of the
report of the Committee on a Representative Assembly.
On motion the Assembly requested the Committee on Overtures and Communications
to report in re Overture No. 3 in connection with the report of the Committee on a Representative Assembly.
Dr. Goddard, a member of the Committee on a Representative Assembly, presented
the report of the Committee as follows:
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE O N A REPRESENTATIVE ASSEMBLY

I. The committee recommends that Chapter XI, Article 2 of the Form of Government be amended to read as follows:
The General Assembly shall consist of commissioners elected by the several
presbyteries. Each presbytery shall elect one teaching elder and one ruling elder
for each five hundred communicant members or major fraction thereof in the
churches of the presbytery, as listed in the last published minutes of the General
Assembly, and one teaching elder and one ruling elder for each ten teaching
elders or major fraction thereof on the roll of the presbytery. It is to be understood that no presbytery shall be represented by less than two commissioners,
one teaching elder and one ruling elder. Alternate Commissioners may be elected
at the discretion of the presbytery. The election of commissioners shall take
place at the meeting of the presbytery immediately preceding the meeting of the
General Assembly, unless the interval between the convening of the meeting
of the Presbytery and the convening of the General Assembly is less than one
month, In such case the election shall take place at the next preceding meeting
of the presbytery.
The General Assembly shall be responsible for the payment of the expenses
of the commissioners, the basis to be determined by a standing committee of the
Assembly. No alternate shall receive compensation if the principal commissioner
has been compensated. The General Assembly shall be responsible to provide
funds to compensate commissioners who need such compensation to permit
them to absent themselves from their customary labor in order to attend the
Assembly.
11. The committee recommends that the Assembly take action to erect the standing committee required by the proposed amendment to the constitution.
111. The committee recommends that the following be added to the Standing Rules
of the General Assembly:
The General Assembly shall pay the traveling expenses of:
1. The moderator and stated clerk of the previous General Assembly;
2. The chairman or president of each standing committee, or, at the discretion of
the committee, an alternate to him;
3. The chairman or the elected representative of each special committee appointed
or continued by the previous Assembly; and
4. One member of any standing, or of any special, committee who has been elected
by its minority to present the minority report.
These expenses and those of commissioners shall not be paid in excess of seven cents
per mile for distance traveled and ten dollars a day for living and food.
Commissioners shall be entitled to receive compensation for loss of income due to
absence from their customary labor u p to a maximum amount of twenty dollars a day.
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The following shall be corresponding members of the General Assembly unless they
are serving as elected commissioners:
1. The moderator and the stated clerk of the previous General Assembly;
2. The general secretary of each standing committee;
3. The chairman, or president, or his alternate, of each standing or special committee;
4. One member of any standing, or of any special, committee who has been elected
by its minority to present a minority report; and
5. All foreign missionaries of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church who are in the
United States on furlough during the time of the Assembly.
Each presbytery shall devise its own system for choosing commissioners to the General
Assembly.
Respectfully submitted,
Burton L. Goddard
George W. Marston
Lewis W. Roberts
Dr. Goddard proceeded to present a further informal report of the Committee. The
Maderator ruled the further informal report out of order. Appeal was taken from the
ruling of the Moderator. The Moderator was not sustained.
On motion Standing Rule No. 34 was suspended to permit the presentation of the
supplemental reports of Dr. Goddard and Mr. Marston without recording these reports
in the Minutes.
Messrs. Goddard and Marston presented supplemental reports of the Committee.
Mr. Woolley, a member of the Committee on a Representative Assembly, presented
the report of the minority of the Committee as follows:
MINORITY REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE
ON A REPRESENTATIVE ASSEMBLY
The undersigned- recommend that no change be made at this time in the present
method of electing and gathering the General Assembly.
Respectfully submitted,
F. Kingsley Elder
Paul Woolley
Mr. Peterson, Secretary of the Committee on Overtures and Communications, presented thereport of the Committee in re Overture No. 3 as follows: Regarding Overture
No. 3 from the Presbytery of California respecting representative assemblies, your committee recommends no action.
The order of the day having arrived, the Assembly was addressed by Dr. G. Brillenburg Wurth. Dr.Knudsen responded for the Assembly.
On substituted motion the recommendation of the minority report of the Committee
on a Representative Assembly was adopted.
The Assembly resumed consideration of the report of the Committee on Pensions.
The Assembly recessed at 5 :34 o’clock after prayer by Mr. Bachman.
THURSDAY MORNING, JUNE 8
Following a devotional service led by Mr. Williamson, the Assembly reconvened at
8:39 o’clock with prayer by Mr. McDowell.
The Minutes of Wednesday were read and approved as corrected.
The following were nominated for election tcr the Committee on Pensions: Minister - Clough; Elders - Roberts, Wm. C. Colsman, and Burton S. Holmes.
There being no further nominations, the Moderator declared nominations closed, and
declared Mr. Clough elected to the class of 1964 of the Committee on Pensions. A ballot
was cast for the election of the two remaining positions on the Committee to be filled.
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At the request of the Moderator, Mr. Chanoux assumed the chair.
Mr. Clowney, a member of the Committee on Revisions ta the Form of Government
and Book of Discipline, presented the report of the Committee as follows:
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON REVISIONS
TO THE FORM O F GOVERNMENT AND BOOK OF DISCIPLINE
The Twenty-seventh General Assembly requested this committee “to give consideration, with a view to possible revision of the Form of Government, to the matter of the
propriety of ministers retaining their ministerial status while not actively engaged in the
ministerial calling, and to report with recommendations to the Twenty-eighth General
Assembly.”
Since the ordination vows of a minister of the gospel include his promise to be faithful and diligent in the exerdise of all the duties of this office (FG XV:12:7), inactivity
in the ministerial calling may require discipline. The Book of Discipline should therefore
deal with this matter.
T h e Committee therefore proposes that, in accordance with the provisions of the Form
of Government, Chapter XXVI, section 1, the Book of Discipline, Chapter VI, section 4,
be amended by the addition of the following paragraph:
When a minister, not retired because of age or physical disability, ceases to exercise
the office of the ministry or enters upon full-time secular employment, he may be deemed,
after two years, to have left the ministry. When such dereliction appears to have occured,
the presbytery shall immediately make a full investigation of the circumstances. Should
it appear that his neglect of the office proceeds from a lack of the requisite gifts and his
consequent want of acceptance to the church, his ordination shall be withdrawn. H e
remains a communicant member of the church, and the presbytery may issue him a letter
to the particular church with which he desires to connect himself. Mature consideration
is necessary in all such cases. Limited secular employment may in unusual circumstances
serve the minister’s calling; on the other hand entanglement in the affairs of this life may
reveal not a lack of ministerial gifts but a failure in their exercise, for which the remedy
is fraternal admonition and discipline.
T h e Committee respectfully submits a Second Revised Version of Chapter I-IX of
a Form of Government to be substituted for Chapters I-VII of the Revised Version submitted to the Twenty-second General Assembly and recommends that the Version of
Chapters I-IX be submitted to the presbyteries and sessions for study. A minority report
submitted by the Rev. Edmund P. Clowney is appended to this report.
T h e Committee recommends that the existing Committee be continued.

I

I

l
I

CHAPTER X

I

Of Christ, the King and Head of the Church
1. Jesus Christ, upon whose shoulders the government is, whose‘name is called Wonderful Counsellor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace, of the increase of whose government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David,
and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and justice, from
henceforth even forever, having all power given unto him in heaven and in earth by the
Father, who raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand, far above all
principality and power, and might and dominion, and every name that is named, not only
in this world but also in that which is to come, and put all things under his feet, and gave
him to be the head over all things to the church, which is his body, the fullness of him
that filleth all in all; he being ascended up far above all heavens, that he might fill all
things, received gifts for his church and gave offices necessary for the building of his
church, for making disciples of all nations and perfecting his saints.
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2. There is therefore but one King and Head of the church, the only Mediator between
God and man, Jesus Christ, who rules in his church by his Word and Spirit. Xis mediatorial office includes all the offices in his church. It belongs to his majesty from his throne
of glory not only to rule his church directly but also to use the ministry of men in ruling
and teaching his church through his Word and Spirit, thus exercising through men his
own authority and enforcing his own laws. T h e authority of all such ministerial office
rests upon his appointment, who has ordained government in his church, revealed its
nature to us in his Word, and promised his presence in the midst of his church as this
government is exercised in his name.

3. Since Christ orders his church by the rule of his Word, the form of church government must rest upon the authority of Scripture alone. While not every circumstance concerning church government is specified in Scripture, nevertheless in all circumstances the
general rules of the Word must be observed. Moreover, the whole pattern ‘of officers,
ordinances, government and discipline appinted in the Word must be obeyed as the commandment of the Lord to which nothing is to be added and from which nothing is to be
taken away. Although presbyterian government is not essential to the existence of the
church visible, yet it is the form of government taught in Scripture and it is necessary to
the perEection of the order oE the church.
4. Jesus Christ, having ascended into heaven, abides in his church by the Holy Spirit
whom he has sent. Through his Spirit he has given his Word revealing his ordinances;
through the Spirit also he exerts his saving and governing power in the teaching of his
Word and the administration of his ordinances. Only by the gifts and calling of the
Spirit are men endued and qualified for office in Christ’s church.
CHAPTER I1

Of the Church
1. T h e universal or catholic church on earth consists of all those persons, in every nation,
who have been united to Christ and are members of his body.

2. T h e Lord alone knows infallibly those who are his, but all those who profess the true
religion and their children are to be regarded as members of the church and therefore
are subject to the government which Christ has vested in the church.

3. T h e vast numbers of members of the church of the new covenant are organized in
many local congregations or particular churches according to the warrant of Scripture.
4. Each particular church under the new covenant consists of a number of believers and
their children associated together in a given locality, in accordance with Christ’s institution, and in his fellowship for divine worship, mutual edification, and gospel witness;
and submitting to a certain form of church government.
CHAPTER III
of Church Power

Of the Nature and Exercise

1. T h e power which Christ has committed to his church is not vested in the special
officers alone, but in the whole body. All believers are endued with the Spirit and called
of Christ to join in the worship, edification, and witness of the church which grows as
the body of Christ fitly framed and knit together through that which every joint supplieth,
according to the working in due measure of each several part. This power, as exercised
by believers in their general office, extends to the recognition of the gifts and calling of
special office-bearers in the church so that the regular exercise of oversight in a particular
congregation is discharged by those whose gifts and calling have been acknowledged and
their exercise desired by vote of the people.
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2. Those who join in exercising ecclesiastical jurisdiction are the ministers of the Word
or teaching elders, and other church governors, commonly called ruling elders. Since, according to the New Testament, these are the only permanent officers of the church wlth
gifts for such rule, they alone must exercise this authority, by delegation from Christ.
Ruling elders and teaching elders join in congregational, presbyterial, and synodical assemblies, for those who share gifts for rule from Christ must exercise these gifts jointly
not only in the fellowship of the saints in one place but for the edification of all the
saints in larger areas so far as they are appointed thereunto in an orderly manner, and are
acknowledged by the saints as those set over them in the Lord.
Government by presbyters or elders is a new Testament ordinance; their joint exercise of jurisdiction in presbyterial assemblies is set forth in the New Testament; and -the
organization of subordinate and superior courts is founded upon and agreeable to the Word
of God, expressing the unity of the church and the derivation of ministerial authority
from Christ the Head of the church.

3. All church power is only ministerial and declarative, for the Holy Scriptures are the
only infallible rule of faith and manners. No church judicatory ought to pretend to make
laws to bind the conscience in virtue of its own authority; all its decisions should be fnunded upon the Word of God. “God alone is Lord of the conscience, and hath left it free
from the doctrines and commandments of men, which are, in any thing contrary to His
Word; or beside it, if matters of faith, or worship.”
4. Further, all church power is wholly moral or spiritual. No church officers or judicatories possess any civil jurisdiction; they may not inflict any civil penalties nor may they
seek the aid of the civil power in the exercise of their jurisdiction further than may be
necessary for civil protection and security.
Nevertheless, the power of church government, as appointed by the Lord Jesus as
King and Head of his church, in the hand of church officers, distinct from the civil
magistrate, is a valid and authentic jurisdiction to which Christians are commanded to
submit themselves. “To these officers the keys of the kingdom of heaven are committed by
virtue whereof, they have power, respectively, to retain, and remit sins; to shut that kingdom against the impenitent, both by the Word, and censures; and to open it unto penitent sinners, by the ministry of the Gospel; and by absoluion from censures, as occasion
shall require.”
Therefore the decrees and determinations of church officers when properly rendered
and if consonant to the Word of God “are to be received with reverence and submission,
not only for their agreement with the Word, but also for the power whereby they are
made, as being an ordinance of God, appointed thereunto in his Word.”
CHAPTER IV

Of the Unity of the Church
1. Since the church of Christ is one body, united under and in one God and Father,
one Lord, and one Spirit, it must give diligence to keep this unity in the bond of peace.
T o this end the church must receive those endued with gifts of Christ as Christ himself,
must submit to those whose call to govern in the church has been properly acknowledged,
and in particular must learn of those with gifts of teaching the Word of God. Further,
since ever Christian is endued with some gift for the edification of the body, he must
minister tlis gift to the church as a faithful steward. Church government must maintain
this fellowship in Christ and in the gifts of the Spirit and seek its restoration when it
has been disrupted through schism.
2. It is the right and duty of those who rule in the church of God to maintain order
and exercise discipline, for the preservation bath of truth and duty. It is incumbent upon
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these officers and upon the whole church to censure or cast out the erroneous or scandalous,
observing, in all cases, the rules contained in the Word of God, and seeking the honor
of Christ’s name, the good of his church, and the reclamation of the offender.

3. The manisfestation of the unity of the church requires that it be separate from the
world. Apostasy in faith and life is destructive of the fellowship in Christ; only by rejecting such error can Christian fellowship be maintained. There are many antichrists,
many false apostles and teachers. From these the church must turn away, and those who
steadfastly hear the voice of false shepherds and follow them cannot be regarded as the
sheep of Christ. There are organizations which falsely call themselves churches of God,
and others which once were churches, but have become synagogues of Satan. Communion
with such is spiritual adultery and an offense against Christ and his saints.
4. The visible unity of the body of Christ, though not altogether destroyed, is greatly
obscured by the division of the Christian church into different groups or denominations
of Christians who exercise a fellowship toward each other in doctrine, worship, and order
which they do not exercise toward others. The purest churches under heaven are subject
both to mixture and error, and some have gravely departed from apostolic purity; yet all
of these which maintain through a sufficient discipline the Word and sacraments in their
fundamental integrity are to be recognized as true manifestations of the church of Jesus
Christ. With all such we seek a closer fellowship, in accordance with the principles set
forth above.
CHAPTER V

Of the Officers of the Church
1. Our blessed Lord established his church of the new covenant upon the foundation
of the apostles and prophets, whom he called and endued as extraordinary officers with
miraculous gifts. The foundational purpose of such has been fulfilled and the offices and
their peculiar gifts have long since ceased.

2. The ordinary and perpetual officers of the church may be classified under two heads,
as elders and deacons; or under three heads, as ministers (teaching elders), ruling elders,
and deacons.
3. Elders, also called bishops, are charged with the oversight of the church. The New
Testament, however, distinguishes between those whose oversight is particularly that of
ruling and those whose special charge is labor in the Word and teaching. The latter may
therefore be called teaching elders to distinguish them, from ruling elders, but they are
more commonly called ministers of the Word.
CHAPTER VI

Of Ministers 07 Teaching ElcIers
1. The ministry of the Word is a calling of God to stewardship in the gospel and is
characterized by a diversity of gifts which are essential to the discharge of pastoral, teaching, and evangelistic functions. Every minister of the gospel must manifest his gifts and
calling in these various aspects of labor in the Word, seeking the profit of those with
whom he labors by a full exercise of his ministry. However, within the stewardship of the
gospel the Scripture distinguishes the work of the evangelist, the pastor, and the teacher.
2. A teaching elder, in whatever capacity he is called to serve, shall be a member of a
articular congregation of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church. If he is a pastor of an
Lthodox Presbyterian congregation he shall be a member in that congregation. If he is
not a pastor of an Orthodox Presbyterian congregation his membership may be in any
congregation under the jurisdiction of that Presbytery in which he shall exercise presbyterial functions. As a member of a particular congregation the teaching elder is entitled
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to all the privileges which belong to .other communicant members and is subject to the
jurisdiction of the session in all matters which concern his membership in the congregation. If he is not a pastor he may be elected by the congregation to perform. the functions
of ruling elder as a member of the session of that particular congregation.
I

CHAPTER VII

Of Evangelists
1. Jesus Christ, to whom is given all power in heaven and in earth, has commanded
his church to'make disciples of all the'nations. From the throne of his glory he sent forth
the Holy Spirit, the promise of the Father, to empower the witness of the church to the
gospel. It is the calling of every believet to confess Christ before men, and in particular,
those who have the gift and calling of Christ to preach the Word are made ambassadors
of God through whom Christ preaches the gospel of peace to men far and near. But while
every minister of the Word must evangelize in the fulfillment of his calling, some are
particularly called by Christ and his church as evangelists. Such men may be free of pastoral charge in a particular flock in order that they may labor to bring in other sheep.
They are called evangelists in the. New Testament in distinction from pastors and teachers,
and since their gift and function are necessary in the church until the end of the age,
this ministry is permanent and not confined to the apostolic period.
The evangelist, in common with other ministers, is ordained to preach the Word,
to administer the sacraments, and to perfmm the other functions that belong to the sacred
office of the minister. Among the distinctive functions which the evangelist may properly
perform are: -(a) the ministry of the gospel in home or foreign mission fields; (b) the
ministry of the gospel as stated supply or special preacher in churches to which he does
not sustain a pastoral relation; (c) the ministry of the gospel as chaplain in institutions
or in military forces; (d) the ministry of the gaspel in an administrative capacity; and
(e) the ministry of the gospel through the press or other means of communication.
2.

CHAPTER VIII

Of Pastors
The pastor is an ordinary and perpetual officer in the church. His specific charge
is to feed and tend the flock as an undershepherd of Christ in a particular church. It
belongs to his office to conduct the public worship of God; tu pray for and with his flock
as the mouth of the people unto God; to feed the flock by the public reading and preaching of the Word of Gad, according to which he is to teach, convince, reprove, exhort,
comfort, and evangelize, expounding and applying the truth of Scripture with ministerial
authority, as a diligent workman approved of God; to administer the sacraments; to bless
the people from God; to shepherd the flock and minister the Word according to the particular needs of groups, families, and individuals in the congregation, catechizing by teaching plainly the first principles of the oracles of God to the baptized youth and to aduks
who are yet babes in Christ, visiting in the homes of the people, instructing and counseling
individuals; to minister to the p r , the sick, the afflicted, and the dying; to make known
the gospel to the lost; and to exercise the power of government in pastoral stewardship
and in the judicatories of the church.
CHAPTER M

Of Teachers
Scripture speaks also of the teacher, who is a minister of the Word as well as the
pastor, and has Ijower of administration of the sacraments and to take part in the government of the church.
Since the Lord has given different gifts, and differing functions according ta these
gifts in the ministry of the Word, he that excels in exposition of the Scriptures, in teach-

TWENTY-EIGHTH
GENERALASSEMBLY

69

ing sound doctrine, and in convincing gainsayers, and is accordingly employed therein,
may be called a teacher, or doctor.
The teacher may serve a particular congregation in this function where there is at
least one other minister serving as pastor. Nevertheless, where there is but one minister
in a particular congregation, he is to perform so far as he is able the whole work of the
ministry.
The teacher may also give instruction in a theological seminary; or teach the Word
in a school, college, or university; or discharge this ministry in some other specific way,
such as writin or editing in the field of Christian religious education. It appertains to
his office to tafe a pastoral oversight of those committed to his charge as teacher, and to
be diligent in sowing the seed of the Word and gathering the fruit thereof, as one who
watches for souls.
On behalf of the Committee,
Respectfully submitted,
John Murray, Chairman
In the course of the reading of the report, the Moderator resumed the chair.
The tellers reported the election of Messrs. Roberts and Colsman to the class of 1964
of the Committee on Pensions.
By unanimous consent the Rev. Wilbur W. Blakely was invited to address the
Assembly at 10:45 a.m. today.
The order of the day having arrived, Mr. Blakely addressed the Assembly. Mr.
Cummings responded for the Assembly.
Mr. Clelland presented a report of the Committee on Travel Fund as follows: The
Committee recommends that commissioners who have submitted vouchers be compensated
at the rate of five cents per mile above 850 miles travelled round trip, with the understanding that the Committee be allowed to make minor adjustments above or below the
850 mile figure. It was moved to adopt the recommendation. The motion to put the previous question was carried. T h e motion to adopt the recommendation was carried.
On motion it was determined that this Assembly propose to the presbyteries in accordance with the provisions of the Form of Government, Chapter XXVI, Section 1, that
the Book of Discipline, Chapter VI, Section 4, be amended in accordance with the recommendation of the report of the Committee (as amended by the Assembly). As amended
by the Assembly, the proposed addition to the Book of Discipline, Chapter VI, Section
4, is as follows: When a minister, not retired because of age or physical disability, ceases
to exercise the office of the ministry or enters upon full-time secular employment, for
a period of two years, the presbytery shall at the expiration of that period make a full
investigation of the circumstances. Should it become clear that his neglect of the office
proceeds from a lack of the requisite gifts and his consequent want of acceptance to the
church, his ordination shall be withdrawn. He remains a communicant member of the
church, and the resbytery may issue him a certificate of dismission to the particular
church which he {esires to connect himself. Mature consideration is necessary in all cases.
Secular employment may in unusual circumstances serve the minister’s calling; on the
other hand entanglement in the affairs of this life may reveal not a lack of ministerial
gifts but a faliure in their exercise, for which the remedy is fraternal admonition and
discipline.
Mr. Clowney presented the report of the minority of the Committee on Revisions to
the Form of Government and Book of Discipline as follows:
MINORITY REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE O N REVISIONS
T O THE FORM OF GOVERNMENT AND BOOK OF DISCIPLINE
The minority concurs with the majority report with the following exceptions (references are to chapter and section):
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V:2
V:3
VI:2

Substitute the wording of our present Form of Government 111:2.
“The ordinary and perpetual officers in the church are ministers, ruling
elders, and deacons.”
Delete this section.
Delete this section (and remove the numeral from section 1).
Respectfully submitted,
Edmund P. Clowney

It was moved that the recommendation of the Committee with respect to the Second
Revised Version of Chapters I-IX of the Form of Government be adopted, with the understanding that the Minority Report submitted by Mr. Clowney also be sent to the presbyteries and sessions.
It was moved as an amendment that the Minority Report be substituted for that of
the Committee in the Version sent to the presbyteries and sessions.
T h e Moderator ruled certain of Mr. Clowney’s remarks in order. Appeal was taken
from the ruling of the Moderator. The Moderator was sustained.
T h e Rev. Daniel Fannon, fraternal delegate of the Bible Presbyterian Church, Inc.
(Columbus Synod), was introduced to the Assembly and on motion was enrolled as a
corresponding member of the Assembly.
On motion Mr. Clowney was granted five more minutes to complete his remarks.
T h e Assembly recessed at 12:31 o’clock after prayer by Mr. Fikkert.

THURSDAY AFTERNOON
The Assembly reconvened at 1:47 o’clock with prayer by Mr. Zorn.
By unanimous consent, Mr. Fannon was invited to address the Assembly at 4:OO
o’clock.
On motion the amendment before the Assembly was laid on the table.
T h e motion that the recommendation of the Committee on Revisions etc. with respect
to the Second Revised Version etc. be adopted was carried.
On motion the recommendation of the Committee on Revisions etc. that it be continued was adopted.
On motion it was determined that since the Report of the Committee Elected by the
Twenty-eighth General Assembly to Examine the Current Doctrines and Practices of the
Peniel Bible Conference had been distributed to the ministers and sessions by the Committee six weeks prior to the meetinge of this Assembly the Assembly dispense with the
readin of the report and the Clerk be instructed to incorporate the report in the Minutes.
T i e report is as follows:

REPORT OF T H E COMMITTEE ELECTED
BY THE TWENTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY T O EXAMINE THE
CURRENT DOCTRINES AND PRACTICES OF THE
PENIEL BIBLE CONFERENCE
The Twenty-seventh General Assembly, meeting at Manhattan Beach, California,
elected a “committee of five to examine the current doctrines and practices of the Peniel
Bible Conference and, if it is warrsnted, to specify grounds on which the Peniel Conference should be declared to be out of accord with the standards of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, and report to the Twenty-eighth General Assembly” and also “to make
a study of those errors which the Peniel Bible Conference alleges are found in the Report
of the Committee to Study the Doctrines and Practices of the Peniel Bible Conference”
(Minutes, pp. 106, 112). To this Committee were elected Professor Murray, Dr. Knudsen,
Messrs. Cummings and Atwell, and Professor Kline.
In pursuance of these mandates the Committee has undertaken a fresh study of the
doctrines and practices of the Peniel Bible Conference, basing its study for the most part

TWENTY-EIGHTH
GENERALASSEMBLY

71

on the latest documents, and has also addressed itself to the study of the errors alleged
to appear in the report submitted to the Twenty-sixth General Assembly. During the year
one of the committee members, Mr. Cummings, was able to attend one of Peniel’s summer conferences and confer directly with its leaders.
As a result of its study the Committee submits the following reports and conclusions.
The report on the first directive deals most particularly with Peniel’s doctrines of guidance
and sanctification. That the Committee has not dealt directly with other matters pertaining to the doctrines and practices of the Peniel Bible Conference should not be construed
to imply that the Committee has judged them to be in accord with the standards of our
church. The silence of the Committee should not be taken to imply either approval or
disapproval. The Committee has focused attention in its report on certain specific points,
because in the time at is disposal these were the subjects considered to be of primary
importance.
Furthermore, that the Committee has focused its attention on the most recent documents should not be thought to imply that the Committee considers earlier documents
and the work of earlier committees to be wihout relevance. The word “current” had been
inserted in the motion so as not to exclude the possibility that Peniel had undergone, or
is in process of undergoing, an evolution as to its doctrines and practices. In the judgment
of the Committee, however, it is proper to assume that what has characterized Peniel’s
doctrines and practices in the past also characterizes them in the present, unless there is
evidence to the contrary.
It is the hope of the Committee that these reports may contribute to the increase
of the doctrinal purity and unity of the Church.

THE PENIEL DOCTRINE OF GUIDANCE
T h e “Formulation” contained in “Document 111” of the Communciation of the Penie2
Bible Conference to the 27th General Assembly may fairly be regarded as the most considered statement that has appeared up to date by the Peniel Bible Conference on the
subject of guidance. In the esteem of the Committee there are many statements and cautions in this “Formulation” that are to be endorsed and welcomed. A good deal of emphasis falls upon the inerrant authority of Scripture, upon the dangers for faith and practice inherent in errant subjective mysticism, upon the necessity of testing all experience
by the norm of Scripture, upon the basic requirement of self-denial and the constant mortification of self-will if we are to follow Christ and be led by the Spirit, and upon the.
communion of the believer with the Holy Spirit. To all such emphases the Committee
accords its full consent and regards these positions as basic to any biblical view of guidance. Furthermore, the Committee does no? dissent from the biographical accounts of the
way in which such an eminent saint as Samuel Miller sought guidance in the practical
decisions with which he was faced (p. 32), and it regards as eminently sound on the
subject of guidance the quotation from Jonathan Edwards on page 34. The Committee
does not believe that such a practice as that exemplified by Samuel Miller or the operations of the Spirit of God delineated by Jonathan Edwards are in the least degree alien
to but rather in full accord with the views and sentiments entertained in the ranks of the
Orthodox Presbyterian Church. The Committee deems it unfortunate if the appeal to such
examples was made on the assumption that disagreement with the Peniel Bible Conference involved divergence from the practices and principles set forth in these quotations,
or if the appeal to these quotations in context was calculated to create such an impression.
There is much more in the “Formulation” with which the Committee agrees and regards
as closely germane to a biblical view of guidance.
In assessing the “Document,” however, in its relevance to the focal points ~f dispute,
the Committee is constrained to judge that the document as a whole is not characterized
by the pointedness and clarity which would contribute to ready understanding and resolution of the main point at issue within our denomination. Nevertheless, it appears to
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the Committee that the Peniel Bible Conference takes the position that there is in or to
the consciousness of the consecrated believer a.witness of the.-Holy Spirit which is not
derived from the data of revelation relevant to a particular choice but is additional to and
distinct from the enlightenment imparted by the Holy Spirit through all the revelatory
data pertinent to the case in point. Peniel expresses this in terms of “a sense of assurance
concerning the rightness of some decision or act, which goes beyond the testimony even
of enlightened reason” (pp. 35f.). And Peniel appeals to Romans 8:16 and avers that
this assurance is akin to the witness of the Holy Spirit to our sonship. “Peniel simply
states that.at every stage of his development the Christian can enjoy and cultivate such
a real relationship of fellowship with God that in every decision of his life he may look
for this same sense of assurance that God is leading him in his choice” (p. 36).
With reference to this formulation the Committee submits the following observations and criticisms:
1. The’ quotation from Charles Hodge (p.36) is not to the same effect as that to
which it is alleged to lend support. What Hodge says is that the Holy Spirit “enlightens
the judgment and guides the conscience, so that the true and humble Christian often has
an assurance of his sincerity“ - the assurance, according to Hodge, is derived from an
enlightened judgment and guided conscience. What Peniel claims is “an assurance beyond
the testimony even of enlightened reason” ‘(ital. ours). What Hodge says is that the assurance is “above what the powers of nature can bestow” (ital. ours). Peniel says beyond
the testimony of enlightened reason. But enlightened reason is not to be equated with what
Hodge means by the powers of nature. The powers of nature are but our natural powers.

2. It is not denied but rather affirmed that the believer often enjoys an assurance
concerning the rightness of some decision or act and also the assurance of his own sincerity, an assurance generated in his heart, mind, and conscience by the Holy Spirit. This
fact of assurance is not in dispute. And the believer often enjoys this assurance with respect to decisions on which the Scripture gives no express direction, decisions that are in
the realm of what are called things indifferent. T h e question is: what is the source of
this assurance?

3. The Committee is cognizant of the fact that the operations of the Holy Spirit
in the hearts of believers are mysterious and surpass our undertsanding. This is a subject
that must be handled with great care lest, on the one hand, we fall into the error of attempting to define and restrict the modes of the Holy Spirit’s working in the hearts and
lives of believers and, on the other, attribute to him impulses and phenomena of which
he is not the author. In either direction we can be guilty of grievous presumption. The
Committee is aware that oftentimes there are impressions, impulsions, and inhibitions in
the mind of believers which are the result of the Holy Spirit’s operations but which they
may not be able to explain in terms of the relevant considerations by which these impressions, impulsions, or inhibitions have been induced. It is a fact of our psychology that
considerable influence is exerted in our consciousness by the sub-conscious in ways that
we are not able to explain to ourselves or others. Sometimes these influences proceeding
from the sub-conscious are sinister. But they may also be good. W e are not to deny but
gratefully acknowledge that the Holy Spirit works in the realm of our subconscious and
from the reservoir of the subconscious produces effects which, in our conscious mind,
are proper expressions of revelatory data which have been brought to bear upon our thought
but which, at a particular moment, we are not able to recollect or evaluate. But these
considerations or others of like character which might be mentioned do not warrant a doctrine of the “witness” of the Holy Spirit interpreted and applied after the pattern which
the “Formulation” of the Peniel Bible Conference propounds.
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4. It is to be recognized that the Holy Spirit bears witness to the data of revelation
in our consciousness. He bears his witness by illumining our minds, by quickening OUT
hearts, by instructing our consciences, by enabling us to peiceive how the data of revelation bear upon the concrete situation in which we find ourselves, and by sealing to us
the revealed will of God in its application to us. But this is a witness borne through and
to the sum-total of relevant considerations as they bear upon our conduct.

5 . In the judgment of the Committee Peniel takes the position that the abovementioned assurance is often derived from a witness of the Spirit similar to that of the
Holy Spirit to the sonship of believers (Rom. 8: 16), that it is not derived from the Spirit’s
enlightenment of the understanding by revelatory data, and that it is one of the fruits
of fellowship with the Holy Spirit. It is this position that the Committee controverts and
seeks to show that it is without warrant of Scripture,
In support of this judgment the Committee offers the following reasons:
(i) In Romans 8:16 Paul undoubtedly refers to a witness which the Holy Spirit
bears to our spirits respecting our adoption as children of God, and this witness is most
likely to be distinguished from the witness borne by our spirits to the same fact. So we
may have to distinguish between the witness borne by our consciousness through the o p
eraticm of the Holy Spirit in our hearts and the joint-witness of the Holy Spirit to our
consciousness. But, in any case, Romans 8:16 speaks of the witness of the Holy Spirit to
our spirits. Other texts dealing with the Spirit as the earnest of the saints’ inheritance and
sealing believers unto the day of their redemption are to be taken into account as expressing what is coordinate with this inward witness of the Spirit ( c f . I1 Cor. 1 :22;5: 5; Eph.
1:13,14; 4:30). But hermeneutics requires that we take note of the precise scope of the
witness referred to in Romans 8:16. It is a witness to the sonship of believers and the
Committee does not find any biblical warrant for extending this witness to that with
which Peniel is concerned in the quotations given above from page 36 of “Document 111.”
The witness of the Holy Spirit to our sonship (Rom. 8:16) is a witness borne to
an antecedent fact and it does not itself create that to which the witness is borne. In this
respect it is similar to the internal testimony of the Spirit to the Word of God. The internal testimony is always to the truth of Scripture and has no additional revelatory or
regulative content. So it is with the witness the Spirit bears to the adoption of believers;
it is a witness borne to a status which is derived from and constituted by another distinct
action on God‘s part and has no independent or isolated validity.
(ii) In the context and particularly in the broader context of the discussion respecting Peniel’s view of guidance it is the judgment of the Committee that in certain
situations Peniel regards this alleged witness of the Spirit as the only index to God‘s will
or, at least, as the decisive index constraining assurance respecting the proper course of
action. If this judgment is correct, then Peniel must, in the premises, regard this witness
of the Spirit as regulative and authoritative. It becomes apparent how far-reaching for the
conduct of the Christian belief in such a witness of the Spirit can become and in the
absence of biblical warrant how precarious the assumption is.
(iii) It is a fundamental datum of our faith that we are wholly dependent upon
the data of divine revelation for our knowledge of God and of his will in all matters of
faith and conduct. W e have no access to his mind and will for us except by what he is
pleased to reveal to us. There are but two sources of such revelation, what is called natural
revelation and supernatural revelation. The former includes the light of nature and the
works of creation and providence, the latter is for us exclusively the Holy Scriptures.
If there is the supposed witness of the Spirit it must be a medium of conveying to us the
will of God for our conduct. Since it is a witness of the Spirit flowing from the communion
of the Spirit, it could not reasonably be classified as natural. So the inference seems ines-
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capable that it must be a mode of supernatural revelation supplemental to the Scriptures,
and the implication would be that there is claimed for the witness of the Spirit and additional source of revelation which impinges upon the doctrine that the Scriptures are the
sole source of supernatural revelation. The position in question, therefore, is a deviation
from the doctrine of Scripture set forth in the Scripture and in our subordinate standards.
(iv) The “Formulation” betrays at various other points the tension between the
insistence upon the normative authority of Scripture, on the one hand, and jealousy for
the regulative function of “the witness” of the Spirit, on the other. This appears in such
statements as the fallowing: “Some Christians, wishing to guard the uniqueness and
sufficiency of the Scriptures as divine special revelation, would limit conscious guidance
of the Holy Spirit to that which may be exegetically produced or inferred directly from
Scripture and the principles contained in it, under the illumination of the Holy Spirit”
(p. 30). “Certainly it is true that during subsequent centuries there was a strong trend
among evangelical Christians away from the extreme position that the Holy Spirit never
grants conscious guidance to the Church except through logical deduction from the express words of Scripture, and this trend is clearly represented among Reformed theologians” (p. 32). “As has been previously stated, since the nineteenth century, the most
prevailing view of guidance is one which allows for some degree of ‘non-exegetical’ leading of the Holy Spirit” (p. 33). These statements and others of similar character, though
given in the form of historical review, must be construed as representing the view of
Peniel. The tendency, in the Committee’s esteem, is to underestimate in the matter of
the guidance or leading of the Spirit the regulating and directing function of Scripture.
But, in any case, there is a plea for the “non-exegetical” leading of the Spirit. The only
construction that the Committee can place upon such an expression is a leading of the
Spirit that is not dependent upon Scripture. The exegesis of Scripture is no more than
the setting forth of the meaning of Scripture and Scripture is to us a closed book for
our instruction and guidance except as its meaning is apprehended. There is no direction
derived from Scripture apart from exegesis. To speak then of “non-exegetical” leading
of the Spirit is to speak of a leading of the Spirit that is unrelated to or divorced frem
Scripture. This is equivalent to the alleged “witness” of the Spirit and must be construed
as something apart from Scripture since it is stated to be “non-exegetical.”
The more serious implications of this statement appear in the application which
follows: The “Formulation” proceeds to say: “The position which the church at large
has taken is that, while the prophetic gift has ceased, and no further additions to the
medendurn of the Church are to be expected, the Spirit of Christ still works among Christians as the Architect of the Church, superintending its practical decisions; and that
where wisdom is sought from God in decisions which touch on the vital issue of His
kingdom, that wisdom, with the assurance that it is His wisdom and not our own, will
be given” (p. 33). The clear import is that “wisdom” respecting decisions which bear
upon the building u p of the church and upon the vital issues of God‘s kingdom is to be
derived from a source other than Holy Scripture. This follows from the premise that
this wisdom belongs to the category of “‘non-exegetical’ leading of the Holy Spirit.”
The Committee reprobates this position. It believes that if Peniel does not accept
this position it was under obligation to express in the strongest terms its rejection. For
scarcely any statement could more effectively enunciate the abandonment of the confession that “the whole counsel of God concerning all things necessary for His own glory,
man’s salvation, faith and life, is either expressly set down in Scripture, or by good and
necessary consequence may be deduced from Scripture.”
Furthermore, with reference to this alleged “non-exegetical” leading of the Spirit
and the “wisdom” to be sought from and granted by God, it is true that there is the
illumination and quickening of the Holy Spirit by which believers as individuals and
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in their collective capacity as members of the body of Christ are imbued with understanding, discernment, and discrimination in virtue of which they address themselves with
wisdom to the practical and vital issues of God’s kingdom. And believers are also imbued
with readiness to comply with the will of God which this understanding enables them
to perceive. But there are two observations respecting this subject. First, the nineteenth
century had no monopoly on this emphasis nor could it be said to have shown distinctive
advancement in the enunciation of it. Secondly, to speak of the leading of the Spirit
which pertains to this subject as “non-exegetical” is, to say the least, misleading. The
understanding or wisdom referred to may never be conceived of as operative apart from
Scripture as the deposit of God’s revealed will, and is principally the enlightenment directed to Scripture so that believers individually and corporately may be able to interpret
aright the mind and will of God as revealed in Scripture and apply the same to practical
and vital issues as they emerge. This understanding is also brought to bear upon the
data derived from the light of nature and the works of creation and providence. But, in
either case, whether the understanding or wisdom has respect to God’s general providence
or to the principal source of our knowledge of God’s will, namely, Scripture, to spealc
of it as “non-exegetical” is an erroneous analysis prejudicial to the nature of the Spirit’s
operations in the body of Christ and to the place which Scripture occupies in the faith
and life of the church. For even when the light of nature and general providence are
being considered, these must always be interpreted in the light of the special revelation
provided for us in Scripture alone. Christian prudence, even in the ordinary affairs of
life, is prudence derived from and dictated by the Christian revelation and in its possession and exercise may not be spoken of as “non-exegetical.”
It is the judgment of charity to believe that representatives of the Peniel Bible Conference were unaware of the implications of these statements which are apparently endorsed but, in any case, not condemned and that these same representatives of Peniel
will, on more mature reflection, recoil from these implications. But the Committee is constrained to infer that the Peniel Bible Conference is led into the endorsement of such
positions by an unbiblical view of the “witness” of the Spirit and that a formulation such
as is now being criticized is the logical result of the doctrine maintained respecting the
“witness” of the Spirit.
The Committee hopes that the erroneous formulation dealt with in this part of its
report will be repudiated by the Peniel Bible Conference. It is encouraged in this hope
by the concluding paragraph in the “Formulation”: “In the meantime, Peniel is open
to further enlightenment on this very complex doctrinal question, and is convinced that
the peace and unity of the Church need not be disturbed while the issue is under study”
(p. 37). But the Committee also wishes to stress the gravity involved in a position which
propounds a source of supernatural revelation respecting the affairs of conduct and the
vital issues of God’s kingdom other than that provided for us in Holy Scripture.
THE PENIEL DOCTRINE OF SANCTIFICATION

In its doctrine of sanctification the Peniel Bible Conference stresses that the full
provision for the believer’s sanctification has already been made by Christ. Being united
with Christ, the believer is a partaker of his benefits and has entered into fellowship with
him. Whatever responses the believer makes do not contribute to his salvation but are
simply an outworking or a realization of that which has in principle already been accomplished for him by Jesus Christ. Peniel also says that in his conversion, all of the
responses expected of the believer have in principle been taken (Communication,pp. 13,
14). Peniel is concerned, however, that the church, in recognizing what has been accomplished for it objectively by Christ, should not forget the believer’s own involvement
in the process of sanctification. The Christian must be aware of the meaning of the fact
that he has died and that he is risen with Christ (Communication,p. 14). Though he is
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delivered from the dominion of Satan, he is not yet perfect, being yet subject to temptation and sin (Communication, pp. 7f., 17). The people of God should be aware of the
continual harassments of Satan, they should resist his temptations, and they should seek
to experience in a living way within themselves the communion of the Holy Spirit. Where
such communion is minimized, Peniel says, there will be increasing formalism and deadness in the church. With the denial of the work of the Spirit comes the denial of the
Spirit himself and subsequently of the work and the persons of the Son and of the Father.
its emphasis on the person and work of the Holy Spirit are in themselves commendable.
The interest of the Peniel Bible Conference in the sanctification of the believer and
Furthermore, there is little criticism to be offered to some of Peniel’s most recent statements on sanctification. At least certain members of the Conference avowedly desire to
develop what they believe is a Reformed, scriptural approach, desiring to avoid Arminianism, Perfectionism, and the extremes of Enthusiasm (cf., Studies, pp. 29f., 44f.).
The Peniel Bible Conference itself, however, lays great stress on the program and
method it has developed to implement its ministry to the church (cf., Cornmuthation,
pp. 12, 14). Though the Committee would not say that Peniel desires a method that is
rigid as to all of its details, it is clear that the Conference has indeed developed a method,
especially of counseling, and that this method is given a large place in its program. The
background of this method appears in the Communication, where it states that a little
realized truth is that the redemptive pattern or plan of salvation
also provides an
accurate guide to the progressive responses of faith” (Communication, p. 13).
On this background the Conference speaks of certain steps that they encourage the
believer to take, as contributing to his sanctification: 1) knowing the old man; 2 ) meeting the cross; 3) resisting Satan; and 4) enjoiyng the communion and the leading of
the Holy Spirit.
It is to be understood that the Committee does not criticize Peniel for eiicouraging
experimental religion, the believer’s active appropriation of the benefits which are his
by virtue of his union with Christ. In the opinion of the Committee, however, there is
reason to object to the particular fashion in which Peniel says that this appropriation
should be made.
It is further to be understood that the Committee does not believe that the use or
even the emphasis on a particular mehod by an individual or a group is in itself bad.
it is of the utmost importance, however, how this method is conceived and what is expected of it. In the judgment of the Committee there is evidence that the Peniel Bible
Conference so conceives its method that many of the errors it is avowedly eager to avoid
are again introduced, and that these errors characterize its practices in the present as well
as the past.
Although the Committee believes that Peniel’s specific conception pervades its entire
method, attentiun can best be focused on certain areas where it clearly comes to expression.
The particular conception that Peniel has of method comes out strongly in its practice of “meeting the cross” or “choosing the cross” (Communication, p. 14). In some of
Peniel’s descriptions of the meaning of this practice, there is little or nothing out of place.
It is certainly true, as Peniel claims, that the believer should have an increasing awareness
of the significance of his death and resurrection with Jesus Christ. Furthermore, it may
also be said that what is implanted in the believer at the time of his regeneration is the
seed of the gospel in its fullest and richest sense, and that his responses are an outworking
of that which is already present in him.
When one turns from certain explanations of the meaning of this practice to the
practice itself in its actual expression, however, it becomes clear that Peniel does more
than sa that the believer should become increasingly aware of the meaning of his union
with d r i s t . There is good reason to believe that Peniel thinks of meeting the cross as a
distinct experience, 01 act of will that can be taken by the believer, generally under the
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direction of a counselor, an act from whkh certain results are expected to flow if it is
really consummated.
That this is the case is shown from testimony concerning the counseling procedure
used by certain adherents of the Peniel Bible Conference at Redeemer Orthodox Presbyterian Church [GA (1958), 70-71, 731. In the interests of resolving a problem of a lack
of fellowship with her Peniel friends, a member of Redeemer church “met the cross”
under the guidance of her pastor. This did not seem to remedy the situation, and she was
informed that she should meet the cross again, this time finally. Such a procedure implies
that from meeting the cross a definite result is expected, I&., a certain definite sin, a
certain designated sin, is. to be overcome, and the absence of this expected result demands
that the practice be repeated.
“Meeting the cross” as practiced by Peniel goes far beyond a growing awareness of
the meaning of one’s union with Christ and a growing expression of this union in his
life. It is linked to a specific performance, to a particular act, and is referred to as the
fundamental crisis experience of the Christian life [GA(1958), 751. Following upon this
fundamental crisis experience, the act of meeting the cross should be performed again
and again, so that the self will be kept on the cross and the power of sin in specific
areas of the believer’s life will remain broken.
In the opinion of the Committee such a position does justice neither to the unity
and complexity of the believer’s life of faith in his wrestling with sin nor to the more
organic aspects of the process of sanctification.
Similar observations can be made with reference to the practice of resisting or binding Satan. Here a ain, the Committee has little or no objection to certain of Peniel’s general descriptions o f the meaning of this practice. The Christian should seek by every legitimate means to know and to oppose the wiles of the devil. But again, especially in the
practice of binding Satan, Peniel goes much further than to say that the believer should
resist Satan and his enticements to sin.
Here again a definite act is performed, from which a definite result is expected. By
a human act - though professedly on the foundation of the work of Christ - the power
of Satan over a certain area of one’s o w n or another’s life is curtailed, thus freeing the
way for the blessing and leading of the Holy Spirit [cf., GA(1959), 751.
As a practice, binding Satan involves, therefore, the idea that the blessing and leading of the Holy Spirit depend upon a definite step that the believer takes or upon a
particular practice in which he engages. There are Christians in whom Satan has been
bound, and there are other Christians who as such are not altogether under the dominion
of Satan but in whom he is not bound with reference to certain specific traits of their
“old man.”
As practiced by Peniel, binding Satan presupposes unduly that one can specify certain respects in which the believer’s life is still under the conrrol of Satan. The method
involves specifymg certain traits of the believer’s life with reference to which Satan has
not yet been bound, meeting the cross with respect to these traits, and binding Satan with
respect to them. According to the testimony of certain witnesses, the ability to specify
thus is given by the Holy Spirit [GA(1958), 72f., 79; cf., GA (1959), 741, as well as
the ability to know whether Satan has really been bound with reference to them. Such
specification fits in with Peniel’s conception of its method.
It appears to have been a practice of Peniel to regard the presence of a particular
person who is a member in good standing of a Christian church as inhibiting the blessing
of the Holy Spirit. Such discrimination is meaningless if there is not a sharp distinction
between him and the group of spiritual Christians, so-called, who have bound Satan and
who are open therefore to the blessing and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit. Making such
a distinction, however, opens Peniel to a flood of errors. It is not free from perfectionism,
since a select group is thought to be free of evil influences, at least insofar as to satisfy
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the condition for enjoying the blessing of the Holy Spirit. Such a practice formalizes the
relation of the believer to the Holy Spirit, as though the work of the Holy Spirit were
dependent upon the will of man, even though it be said that these acts are performed
by the prompting of the Holy Spirit himself.
It should be observed, however, that even though it was judged that Peniel had not
met this issue in its report to the last General Assembly [cf., GA(1960), 1051, and though
Peniel has never disavowed this practice, it is the case, according to h e testimony of a
leader of the Peniel Bible Conference, that binding Satan was not practiced at the Conference last summer and that the abandonment of the practice is being seriously considered by the prayer council.
The same pattern of error emerges also with reference to Peniel’s doctrine of the
place and the work of the Holy Spirit in the life of the believer. In Peniel’s program the
communion of the Holy Spirit has a predominant place. The Committee does not see
anything inordinate in such an emphasis upon the Holy Spirit. John Calvin has been
called the theologian of the Holy Spirit. It would be anomalous for any Calvinist to resist a strong emphasis on the ministry of the Holy Spirit in the church. Nevertheless, the
Committee believes that Peniel so conceives the work of the Holy Spirit, particularly with
reference to its method, that objections must be made to it at this point also.
As we have already mentioned, Peniel says that at the time of conversion one enters
into fellowship with God. He becomes a partaker of the full benefits of the salvation
wrought by Christ. But, consistent with its emphasis upon the continuing work of the
Holy Spirit in the life of the believer, Peniel also emphasizes the necessity of a continuing fellowship with him.
The place that Peniel gives to the Spirit is shown by the following quotation, presenting the view of biblical anthropology of a Peniel adherent. At the creation of man
God gave Adam not only his physical life but also the Spirit,
and Adam became
a Spirit-filled man
. who walked with and had fellowship with God. When man
sinned, he forfeited that fellowship of the Spirit
It remains, therefore, one of the
great objects of redemption to restore man in an even fuller measure to this pristine blessing of the indwelling Spirit of God” (Studies, p. 81).
From Peniel’s writings it is clear that this restored communion with the Spirit is
thought of in terms of the leading or the guidance of the Spirit. In the Studies, immediately following the above quotation, there is a description of the results in the life
thus fully related to the control of the Spirit of God” (Studies, p. 81). Elsewhere
in the same study the terms “communion of the Holy Spirit” and “guidance of the Spirit’’
are used in very close connection with each other, and are nearly interchangeable (Studies,

. .

“. . .

...
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p. 73).
On the background of this interpretation of the communion of the Holy Spirit, it
is not surprising that Peniel can speak in the strongest terms about the importance of
guidance for the fellowship of the believer with the Holy Spirit,
to deny the possibility of guidance in the will of God in such decisions is to deny all reality to the Christian’s communion and fellowship with the indwelling Holy Spirit” (Studies, pp. iv-v).
Thus, while Peniel says, on the one hand, that our communion with Christ makes
us responsive to the leading of the Spirit, it also says, on the other hand, that this leading
of the Spirit, as conceived by Peniel, is a criterion of the depth of fellowship that the
believer enjoys with Christ.
It is clear, therefore, that guidance, as conceived by Peniel, is set up as a criterion
of the believer’s communion and fellowship with the Holy Spirit. If such a close connection is found between the idea of the guidance of the Spirit and sanctification, any
error with reference to the former would certainly affect the latter. Even apart from the
merits or demerits of Peniel’s view of guidance, however, the Committee believes that
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Peniel’s view again lays an undue weight on its particular method, with a corresponding
restriction of the biblical view of the communion. and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit.
Furthermore, considering the emphasis given by Peniel to the Holy Spirit, we should
expect that its view of guidance would also pervasively influence the other steps of its
method. Indeed, that is the case. According to Peniel it is the Spirit who aids one to
specify, or who himself specifies, the exact areas which are yet under the dominion of
the “old man.” It is the Spirit who gives the believers who are open to his guidance an
insight into the specific character of the spiritual problems of another. It is the Spirit who
aids them to determine whether one has really met the cross with respect to these sins.
Judging from the testimony of several persons who have been associated with Peniel, it
is participation in Peniel’s specific program with respect to counseling and guidance that
opens one to fellowship with the adherents of Peniel and which is also supposed to be
the key to his deeper fellowship with God [GA(1958), 77, 811. It would appear that it
is participation in the method of sanctification as Peniel conceives it that raises one from
the level of the “ordinary, carnal Christian” (Studies, p. 8) to the level of the Spiritual
Christian [cf., GA (1958), 811.
In the Scriptures, to be sure, the distinction is made between the carnal mind and
the spiritual mind. There are also scriptural admonitions not to walk as those who are
carnal but as spiritual, filled with the Spirit of God. But if such biblical exhortations are
linked with an unscriptural method, the result will be not to build the believer up in
the faith but to plunge him into serious delusions about the progress of his own sanctification, to set him in a class apart, to make him censorious towards others, and to lead
him to bind others also in a scheme of sanctification that will injure rather than aid them
on the way to a closer walk with God.
The Committee is aware that Peniel is eager to avoid these errors [cf., Communication, p. 15; GA(1958), 81, 821. Further, the Committee does not wish to attack personally the piety of any adherent or adherents of the Peniel Bible Conference. T h e Committee only wishes to point out that insofar as Peniel has brought its teaching with respect to the doctrine of the Holy Spirit into connection with its particular method, the
cause of true holiness is not so much advanced as hindered. Without denying that Peniel
has done many things of value in its ministry, it is still the judgment of the Committee
that the application of Peniel’s method has been disruptive, that the method itself has
become a shibboleth in terms of which believers are gauged as to their spirituality, and
that for this method exaggerated claims have been made as to the specific insights and
results it is supposed to attain.
CONCLUSIONS

The Committee has adopted the following conclusions and respectfully submits them
to the Assembly:
1. That the “Formulation of Doctrine of Guidance” in the Communication of the
Peniel Bib& Conference to the 27th General Assembly is erroneous in those respects specified as such in the report of the Committee, that these views constitute a deviation from
the doctrine set forth in the Word of God and our subordinate standards, and that members of the Peniel Bible Conference who are office bearers in the Orthodox Presbyterian
Church are obliged in terms of this office to disavow such erroneous views.
2. While the Committee is not prepared to specify distinct respects in which the
Peniel doctrine of sanctification as expressed in the Communication of the Peniel Bible
Conference to the 27th General Assembly is out of accord with the standards of the
Orthodox Presbyterian Church; nevertheless, as indicated in the report of the Committee,
the particular conception of method entertained by Peniel, especially with regard to counseling, introduces unwarranted restrictions in connection with the process of sanctification
and involves unwholesome tendencies as specified in the report.
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A STUDY OF ERRORS ALLEGED BY PENIEL IN THE REPORT OF THE
COMMITTEE TO STUDY THE DOCTRINES AND PRACTICES OF PEN=

I.
With reference to the allegation of the Committee (p. 70, I, A) that “the leaders
of the Peniel Bible Conference have developed a teaching and a method,” it should be
understood that the Committee did not intend to criticize “an orderly, intelligent, methodical presentation of the truth” (Document IV, p. 38). Nor is it apparent that the
Committee intended at this point to charge the leaders of Peniel with error simply because a particular method had been developed. Hence the reply of Peniel scarcely meets
the allegation of the Committee. The question at issue is not the mere fact of “method”
but the propriety or adequacy of the particular method employed. The answer to this
question does not fall within the interest of that part of the report of the present Committee which is concerned only with “a study of those errors which the Peniel Bible
Conference alleges are found in the Report of the Committee” submitted to the Twentysixth General Assembly.
11.
Peniel criticizes the statement of the Committee to the effect that “‘the outward
and ordinary’ means of grace for the sanctification of the believer are ‘his ordinances,
especially the Word, Sacraments, and prayer’ unconditioned and unrestricted” (p. 72,
I, C). This criticism on the part of Peniel .(.Document IV, pp. 38f.) is warranted in
the following respects.
1. The Shorter Catechism at the point in question is not dealing with the subject
of sanctification. It is dealing with “the outward and ordinary means whereby Christ
communicateth to us the benefits of redemption” (Q.88). The Peniel statement is concerned with “holiness” or sanctification. It is not valid to take what the Catechism says
on another question, namely, the outwurd means of grace, and apply it to the subject of
holiness which is concerned with subjective transformation and into which other factors
must of necessity enter.
2. The use of the terms “unconditioned and anrestricted” is out of place in connection with sanctification. In the matter of sanctification there are conditions which
must be present in the use of the means of grace, and Peniel is justified in instancing
some of these conditions, those instanced being of central significance for holiness and
the progess of sanctification.

3. Peniel was justified in referring to “the means of grace” in its statement regarding holiness and it properly instanced some conditions of the effectual use of these means
without impinging upon the statement of the Catechism respecting “the outward means.”
The criticism of the Committee directed against “this subjective emphasis in the use of
the means of grace” ( 72, I, C) is not well-grounded and is scarcely compatible with
the positioin taken by t r e Committee itself in the first part of the same paragraph: “The
Scriptures, it must %e recognized, teach the necessity of appropriating personally our
death to sin through Christ’s death for our sin and by virtue of our union with Christ
by faith” (idem.).
The central import of the Committee’s report on Peniel’s view of sanctification was
that it restricted the effectiveness of the use of the means of grace tu a particular method.
As stated in the Committee’s report, “According to the Peniel doctrine, the effectiveness
of the means of grace for the sanctification of the believer is conditioned by and restricted
to ‘an experiential acquiescence to the crucifixion of the self life with the Lord Jesus
Christ on the cross of Calvary, an appropriation of the resurrection life of Christ, and
a daily reckoning of self to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus
Christ, our Lord.’” The Committee was justified in drawing attention to the restricted
character and, therefore, inadequacy of the conditions laid down by Peniel for the effec-
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tive use of the means of grace. Peniel itself has acknowledged that the language it uses
is “admittedly ambiguous” (Document IV, p. 38). It is the judgment of the Committee
that Peniel’s allegations of error have not established that the previous Committee was
in error in the basic thrust of its report on sanctification.
111.
Peniel characterizes as strange the statement of the Committee as follows:. “Out
standards affirm the complete sufficiency of the Word by the Spirit for the sanctification of the believer” [p. 73, I, C (paragraph 2)]. The Committee was rightly jealous
to guard the sufficiency of Scripture. But since the subject in hand is sanctification and
since various other factors enter into sanctification, it is not apparent how the definition
in question could properly be charged with not sufficiently guarding the sufficiency of
Scripture. T h e statement quoted above, which Peniel regards as strange, is one that involves some confusion or, at least, some infelicity of expression. For the matter being debated is not the sufficiency of Scripture but what factors are operative in sanctification.
IV.
Though not openly charging the Committee with error yet, by implication,
Peniel accuses the Committee of an erroneous use of evidence when it says with reference
to page 73, I, D (1st paragraph) “we protest any conclusions based primarily” on the
“testimony given by persons who formerly were, or claimed to be, adherents of the Conference” (Document IV, p. 40). With respect to this protest the following observations
are in order.
1. T h e Committee appealed for its evidence to “the literature of the Peniel Bible
Conference and reliable testimony of those associated with the Peniel Bible Conference”
(p. 73, I, D). Even if the “reliable testimony” were exclusively that of former adherents,
this was not the exclusive source of the Committee’s conclusions.
2. T h e testimony of former adherents could not be dismissed as without relevance
in the way the communication implies.

3. Peniel does not answer the Committee’s criticisms offered on pp. 75f. But since
treatment of this belongs to the other part of our report it is not included at this point.

Re p. 76, I, D, 3, concerned with the question of “Resisting the Devil,” Appendix
A (Commmicutiout, pp. 15-20), insofar as the Committee may be drawing attention to

V.

an exaggerated emphasis upon such address there may be ground for criticism of Peniel
practices. But the position of the Committee appears to be more than this. And if the
Committee had in mind merely exaggerated emphasis, its statement should have made
this clear. As is, the Committee can be interpreted as denying the. propriety of direct
address and this is not warranted. Our Lord‘s temptation in the wilderness was indeed
unique in its significance for our redemption. But to maintain that we may not follow his
example in address to Satan in the temptations we encounter in our own sphere is virtually
to deny the relevance of his example. If we are to resist the devil, this implies that we are
aware of his assaults, that his assaults are focused in our consciousness as a reality, and
what can be a more appropriate and divinely certified mode of resistance than the sword
of the Spirit?

VI.

O n the “guidance Doctrine” Peniel expresses its dismay “at what seems to be the
pervading tone of this material” in the report of the Committee (pp. 78ff.). It must be
admitted that this part of the Committee’s report is not characterized by clarity of exression or formulation. On the other hand, the 1957 Statement of the Peniel Bible Conference is itself a baffling document as far as the crucial paragraphs, namely 2 and 3, are
concerned, and one cannot but express sympathy with the indictment that “the reader of
the 1957 Statement is left in utter bewilderment whether a particular predication is supposed to be applied to one type of guidance or the other and can only conclude that the
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distinction between the two has suffered complete eclipse in the thought of the authors
of the Statement” (p. 79). In reference to that which belongs to this part of our report
the following remarks are relevant.
1. There does appear to be ground for Peniel’s accusation (Document IV, p. 43)
that there is an uncritical shift in terminology in the report of the Committee. The report itself acknowledges that there is a “form of guidance” in what it defines as providence (p. 78, parag, “This work of providential guidance”) and then accuses Peniel of
mixing the guidance of providence in its nondescript picture of guidance. The report
itself uses the word guidance in twu distinct senses - the one of providence, the other
of moral imperatives revealed in Scripture. May not Peniel bring these two together in
what is called a nondescript picture (Stntement, parag. 2) without confusing the decretive
and preceptive will of God?
2. The report (p. 79) severely criticizes G. T. Sloyer’s statement but this criticism
involves a false inference and therefore unfair and bad reasoning. Surely if we trust God
and obey his revealed will, as Sloyer enjoins, God will make even the circumstances of
his providence to contribute to the realization not simply of his decretive will but. also
the will that is consonant with his revealed will. The reply of Peniel (Communication,
pp. 43f.) is a popos.
VII.
Re arding Adiaphoru the appeal to Romans 14 in Document IV as the basis for
the terminokgy “things indifferent” in Peniel’s Statement is scarcely germane. The Bible
nowhere speaks of “things indifferent.” Perhaps the closest thing to it is Paul’s declaration
that “all things are lawful” (I Cor. 10:23; cf. 6:12). To similar effect are Paul’s statements in Rom. 14:14, 20. In this sense of “lawful things” the terminology “things indifferent” has indeed been employed by Reformed writers. But it is a loose usage; for there
is an important distinction between the concepts lawful and indifferent. The distinction
may be brou h t out by the observation that we can meaningfully speak of one lawful
thing or act %ut there must be at least two lawful things in view before we can meaningfully introduce the adiaphora idea. And the reason the adiaphora principle emerges
only in the context of a plurality of lawful things or acts is that the making of a choice
is essential to the adiaphora idea. Even where it is the choice between the legitimate use
or the non-use of one object, e.g., a particular piece of meat, there is a choice between
two things, i. e., using or not using, and strictly and concretely speaking, it is the choice
not the object that is indifferent. The interests of clarity and accuracy would, therefore,
be served if theologians would use the word “lawful” for objects and actions but reserve
the term “adiaphora” for indifferent choices made among lawful objects and actions.
It is further to be observed that Document IV does not accurately represent the
Report. It suggests that the Report condemns as “a meaningless abstraction” every instance
of the use of the terminology “things indifferent in themselves,” no matter what the context. That is not the case. The one place in the Report where the words “abstraction”
and “meaningless” are brought into proximity is the following: “The realm of Adiaphora
in the Peniel construction is a pure abstraction and a confession of belief in it is meaningless” (p. 82). T h e subject of predication here is not the mere employment of the
terminology “things indifferent in themselves,” without respect to context. The subject
here is rather the significance of that terminology as used by Peniel; that is, the statement
of the Report which is alluded to is directed against the Peniel version of the adiaphora
doctrine as such.
Moreover, the charge made in the Report is accurate. For Peniel does not err merely
to the extent of following others in a loose and abstract use of the terminology “things
indifferent.” Rather, as the Report observed, the realm of Adiaphora is in the teaching
of Peniel reduced to the realm of so-called things indifferent. Inasmuch as the element
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of selection or choice on the part of a moral agent is the sine qua non of the adiaphora
concept, to isolate certain things from such choosing and then to equate the adiaphora
concept with these isolated things is surely an abstracion and indeed an abstraction which
has robbed the term adiaphora of its meaning. In the case of the Reformed writers who
use the language “things indifferent” the usage is in its context meaningful even if loose
and abstract. For as used by them it means that the things so designated might be the
objects of an indifferent choice. But that is precisely what Peniel is reluctant to admit
and consequently Peniel’s use of the terminology “things indifferent” is not merely an
abstraction but a meaningless abstraction as the Report indicated.
Respectfully submitted,
Robert L. Atwell
Chairman of the Committee
MINORITY REPORT
A STUDY OF ERRORS ALLEGED BY PENIEL
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE

A.

IN THE

Cf. Majority Report I and 11. [Doc. IV, pp.38, 39 re G. A. (1959), pp. 70, I, A

- 72, I, Cl. The criticisms made by Peniel in this section are gratuitous since the position
which Peniel criticizes is not the position of the Report. As is clear even from the quotations of the Report cited in Peniel’s own criticisms (p. 39) the Report heartily agrees
that a fruitful use of the means of grace involves a proper receptivity on the part of the
believer.
In diverting attention to this false issue Peniel has evaded and so failed to answer
the real charge which was made in the section of the Report in question. T h e Report’s
contention is that the procedure which characterizes Peniel’s devotional activity, while
it cannot be equated with the scriptural prescriptions for the proper use of the means of
grace, is nevertheless treated in Peniel practice as indispensable for an effective program
of sanctification. Agreeably, the Report charges Peniel with an unwarranted restriction
of the means of grace. Indeed, the contention of the Report is in effect that this Peniel
procedure, even if somewhat flexible, is nevertheless of such a formal character that it
virtually amounts to an extension of the divinely appointed means of grace. W e believe
that a fair study of the Report, interpreting it according to context, will show that the
intent of the language “unconditioned and unrestricted” was to repudiate such humanly
devised additions to, and in that sense restrictions of, the means of grace appointed by
God. T h e question at issue is not the mere fact that Peniel has a peculiar method associated with its use of the means of grace, nor is the question so much one of the inadequacy
or the propriety of that method, but rather of the pretensions of that method as practiced
by Peniel.
The-fact that the Report denoted the Peniel procedure as ‘‘a. certain subjective experience [or “emphasis”] in the use of the means of grace” has been misinterpreted by
Peniel as further evidence of the Report’s alleged rejection of the truth that there must
be a personal appropriation by the believer of the benefits of salvation. Once again a
careful study of the Report should show that that was not the Report’s intent. Its use
of the word “subjective” simply reflects the fact that the formal Peniel method to which
objection was being taken is largely subjective. It must be granted that the Report’s use
of the word “emphasis” in this connection is confusing. In its next paragraph, where the
Report does deal with the matter of the relative amount of attention that ought .to be
given in the formulation of the doctrine of sanctification to the human part in that process
as over against the divine part, the Report again uses the word “emphasis.” However, the
fact that that paragraph introduces the subject of the believer’s subjective role in sanctification as “A further difference between the Peniel Statement on sanctification and the
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statement of the Confession” (italics ours) indicates that the expression “subjective emphasis” in the preceding paragraph refers, however infelicitously, to something other than
the believer’s subjective receptivity.
In the Majority Study of this question, adequate account is not taken of the fact
that the Peniel Statement which was being criticized by the Report had itself already
introduced the subject of the means of grace. Hence, the Report was entirely justified
in evaluating the Peniel view of the relation of the means of grace to sanctification in
terms of the Shorter Catechism’s teaching concerning the means of grace.

B. Cf. Majority Report 111. [Doc. IV, p. 40 re G. A. (1959), p. 73, I, C, paragraph 21.
Admittedly the language of the parama h under consideration is ambiguous; but if it be
b p.
borne in mind that the Report was criticizing Peniel for the presumption of adding to
the means of grace, it will not appear so strange that the Report calls special attention
to the despite done to the role of Scripture by such an addition. Moreover, the very fact
that the Report thus relates its criticisms of Peniel’s method to the issue of the Scriptures’
adequacy as a means of grace is itself a significant indication that the thrust of the Report’s criticism was as interpreted above; namely, that Peniel’s method presumes to serve
as an appendage to the means of grace.
C. Cf. Majority Report IV. [Doc.IV, p. 40 re G. A. (1959), p. 73, I, D, 1st paragraph;
cf. p. 41 re G. A. p. 74, I, D, 1, middle of page]. The protest registered by Peniel against
the use of what might well be the most pertinent of evidence for judging the nature of
a particular Peniel teaching or practice ,i. e., the testimony of former adherents of the
Conference, cannot be seriously entertained. T h e protest serves, however, to point u p the
great gulf that exists in Peniel’s esteem between the Conference faithful and those who
demur. to identification with the Conference. This attitude has without doubt been an
important factor in the tendency of divisive Peniel enclaves to develop in the life of the
local churches, as was observed in the section of the Report on “The Peniel Bible Conference and the Church” (G.A., p. 86).
D. Cf. Majority Report V. [Dac. IV, p. 41 re G. A. (1959), p. 76, I, D, 31. The Report
is at this point justifiably cautious. The Committee which prepared it was persuaded that
there was an excessive emphasis on direct address ta Satan in Peniel religious exercises.
That is all the Report chose to say and it said that very clearly: “In this connection, the
Committee would note, however; that according to reliable descriptions of certain private
gatherings of certain Peniel adherents for prayer, considerable attention has frequently
been given to the direct address of Satan. The Committee judges such an emphasis to be
without biblical warrant and indeed to be a dangerous distortion of true Christian piety”
(italics ours). Whether there is warrant for believers’ ever addressing Satan directly is
a matter enveloped in some mystery. T h e Report’s silence on that point is, therefore, not
merely understandable but commendable.
The Majority Study in dealing with this point concludes that one virtually denies
the relevance of Christ‘s example if one does not allow that Christians may address Satan
as did the Lord in his temptation in the wilderness. But is it certain that such a conclusion is warranted? T h e temptation of our Lord was not only redemptively unique; it
was unique in that it was the temptation of one who was omniscient. And that is of
immediate relevance to the question at issue. For while the Christian is not able to determine whether he is to construe a particular temptation as an encounter with Satan directly
and personally nor does the Christian
ssess absolute certainty that the finite spirit,
Satan, will be cognizant of the words adcessed to him in a particular instance - such is
the mystery surrounding the relationship of angelic spirits to mortal men
our Lord
was not limited by ignorance of this dark area. Moreover, in the wilderness temptation
of Jesus the kind of difficulty we have mentioned was obviated by the special, extraordinary self-manisfestation of the Tempter.
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79, 11, A]. Peniel
charges that, by an uncritical shift in terminology, “decretive wi& and “guidance of
providence” become almost synonymous terms in the Report. This charge is unfounded.
The Report plainly states the relationship of these two things in the following sentence.
“By the guidance of providence is meant that the people of God are brought by Him to
their appointed destiny, all things working together for their good, as one aspect of God’s
execution in history of His eternal decrees” (p. 78). The guidance of providence and
the decretive will of God are not equated in the sentence quoted by Peniel from G. A,,
p. 79, paragraph 4. In interpreting this sentence it should be borne in mind that Peniel’s
failure to distinguish between the decretive will of God and the preceptive will of God
is logically of a piece with their failure to distinguish between the guidance of providence and the guidance of precept. Their failure at both these points emerged again in
the 1959 Studies and that observation is all that can fairly be gathered from the quoted
sentence: “This same characteristic obscuration of the distinction between the decretive
and preceptive will of God, between the guidance of providence and the guidance of precept, is evidenced in the 1959 Studies.”
The Majority Study in its comment on this matter would defend the Peniel Statement against the charge of confusion between the decretive and preceptive will of God
on the oblique ground that since the Committee Report uses the word “guidance” in two
senses, Peniel might in all innocence bring the two senses together in a composite picture
of guidance. The relevant facts are, however, that the Report is obviously aware that it
is dealing with two kinds of guidance, defines the two kinds, and constantly distinguishes
between the two; while the Peniel Statement nowhere distinguishes between the two
varieties of guidance or gives evidence of recognizing such a distinction. This last fact
the Majority Study itself acknowledges when it expresses its sympathy with the Report’s
judgment that “the distinction between the two has suffered complete eclipse in the
thought of the authors of the Statement.” It should not be forgotten, moreover, that the
Statement was Peniel’s response to the Church at a time when criticism had already been
expressed of Peniel on this very matter. The Church was earnestly concerned to have
clarification of Peniel’s position with respect to these precise distinctions and all Peniel
offered was the Statement’s bewilderingly vague formulation in which the vital distinctions are completely ignored.

E. Cf. Majority Report VI, 1. [Doc. IV, p. 43 re G. A. (1959),

,

F. Cf. Majority Report VI, 2. [Doc. IV, pp. 43, 44 re .G. A. (1959), p. 791. A most
natural interpretation of the tract on marriage in the 1959 Studies is that given in the
Report. If. however, the phrase “bring it to pass” found in that tract refers to God’s preceptive will (as Doc. IV says it does) rather than to God’s decretive will (as the Report
interpreted it), then this tract does not afford evidence of the characteristic Peniel COTIfusion between the decretive and preceptive will of God. To concede this, it should be
noted, does not affect in the slightest the validity of the Report’s appeal to this same
tiact in illustration of Peniel’s abandonment of the adiaphora principle (cf. Report, pp.
81, 82). Attention may be called, incidentally, to certain unsatisfactory features in the
comments of Doc. IV at this point (p. 44). For one thing the Document errs in appealing without qualification to the sanctions of the theocratic covenant of Deuteronomy as
evidence of the principles governing the lives of individual believers. And for another,
the Document betrays a most strange prejudice when it manages to identify the concept
of Christian Liberty advocated in the Report as a sort of “fatalism”!

G. Cf. Majority Report VII [Doc. IV, p. 45 re G. A. (1959), pp. 80-821. The undersigned concur with the majority report on this subject and would in addition simply draw
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attention to the fact that Peniel in Document IV (p. 44) emphatically reaffirms the unscriptural view of adiaphora criticized by both the Report and the present Committee.
Signed :
Meredith G. Kline
Robert D. Knudsen
(While signing this report as a whole,
Dr. Knudsen has no opinion on the particular points discussed in sections E
and F.)
It was moved that the Assembly declare that the “Formulation of the Doctrine of
Guidance” in the Communication of the Peniel Bible Conference to the Twenty-seventh
General Assembly is erroneous in those respects specified as such in the report of the
Committee, that these views constitute a deviation from the doctrine set forth in the
Word of God and our subordinate standards, and that members of the Peniel Bible Conference who are office bearers in the Orthodox Presbyterian Church are obliged in terms
of this office to disavow such erroneous views.
It was moved that Standing Rule No. 42 be suspended and that Mr. Meiner’s request that the Rev. Donald G. Mostrom, a member of the Prayer Council of the Peniel
Bible Conference, be given the privilege of the floor, be granted. The motion was lost.
Mr. Meiners recorded his affirmative vote.
On motion Mr. Meiners was granted five more minutes to complete his remarks.
The order of the day having arrived, the Assembly was addressed by the Rev. Daniel
Fannon. Mr. Clelland responded for the Assembly.
It was moved as an amendment that the word “and” be inserted after the word
“Committee,” that the comma and all of the motion following the word “standards” be
deleted, and that a period be placed after the word “standards.”
The Assembly recessed at 5:30 o’clock after prayer by Dr. E. J. Young.

FRIDAY MORNING, JUNE 9
Following a devotional service led by Mr. B. A. Coie, the Assembly reconvened at
8:35 o’clock with prayer by Mr. Gray.
The Minutes of Thursday were approved as read.
On motion the Committee on Travel Fund was requested to prepare a budget for
the Travel Fund for the Twenty-ninth General Assembly.
The amendment before the Assembly was carried.
It was moved as a substitute that the Committee Elected by the Twenty-seventh
General Assembly to Examine the Current Doctrines and Practices of the Peniel Bible
Conference be instructed to explicate the phrase in their conclusion, “in those respects
specified as such in the report of the Committee”, by setting forth specific statements
in the- “Formulation of the Doctrine of Guidance” in parallel with the relevant passages
from the Scriptures and the subordinate standards of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church
and re rt to the Twenty-ninth General Assembly.
T E Moderator ruled that he could not properly recognize Dr. W. Young. Appeal
was taken from the ruling of the Moderator. The Moderator was sustained.
The motion to put the previous question was carried. The motbn to substitute was
lost. Mr. Rankin recorded his affirmative vote.
The Moderator requested Mr. Clowney to take the chair. The Moderator resumed
the chair.
The amended motion before the Assembly was further amended to read as follows:
That the Assembly declare that the “Formulation of the Doctrine of Guidance” in the
Communication of the Peniel Bible Conference to the Twenty-seventh General Assembly
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is erroneous, as specified in the report of the Committee, in teaching that in every decision of life the Christian may look for a sense of assurance akin to the witness of the
Holy Spirit to his sonship, in teaching that a witness of the Spirit is the decisive index
constraining assurance respectng the proper course of action in daily life, and in teaching
a nm-exegetical conscious leading of the Holy Spirit, which views constitute a deviation
from the doctrine set forth in the Word of God and our subordinate standards.
It was moved as a substitute that action upon the report of the Committee be deferred for consideration by the Twenty-ninth General Assembly, and that the request of
the Peniel Bible Conference for an official joint conference with representatives of the
Orthodox Presbyterian Church, being an eminently fair. and Christian request, be acknowledged and implemented in the interval. The motion to substitute was lost. Messs.
Meiners and Du Mont recorded their affirmative votes.
The motion to put the previous question was carried. The motion before the Assembly was carried.
On motion it was determined that the Assembly declare that, as indicated in the
report on sanctification of the Committee to Examine the Current Doctrines and Practices
of the Peniel Bible Conference, the particular conception of method entertained by Peniel,
especially with regard to counseling, introduces unwarranted restrictions in connection
with the process of sanctification and involves unwholesome tendencies as specified in the
report.
The Assembly recessed at- 12:31 o’clock after prayer by Mr. Graham.

FRIDAY AFTERNOON
The Assembly reconvened at 1:48 o’clock with prayer by Mr. Dunn.
On motion the Assembly determined to proceed to the next item on the docket.
Mr. Johnston, vice-chairman of the Committee on a Hymnal, presented the report
of the Committee as follows:
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON A HYMNAL
It is with gratitude ta God that the Committee on a Hymnal reports the virtual completion of its work on the publication of Trinity Hymna2. The manuscript pages were
completed and delivered to the engraver late in August, 1960; corrected second proofs
were returned to the engraver during the first week in March, 1961, and on May 3, 1961
the final proofs were approved. An unexpected shortage of the paper stock selected for
the hymnal delayed the beginning of the printing until May 31, 1961 and thus the completed book is not available for presentation to this Assembly. Since the work of printing
and binding will require approximately six weeks, delivery to the churches may not be
expected before the end of July or early August.
The Committee sustained a great loss in the death of its chairman, the Rev. Robert
S . Marsden, on October 23, 1960. It was largely through Mr. Marsden’s vision that the
work on a hymnal was begun and his enthusiasm and untiring labor in the preparation
of the hymnal were key factors in the successful completion of the Committee’s work.
With the completion of the hymnal the problems related to financing the costs have
become pressing. The cost of engraving the music pages, the typesetting for the indexes
and miscellaneous sections, and the paste-up of the music proofs totaled $15,681.70. Of
this, $15,000 has been aid in monthly installments, leaving a balance due of $681.70.
Printing and binding wiyl cost $17,553. One-half of this amount ($8,776) has been paid
and the remainder is due 30-60-90 days from the date of delivery. Thus, a total of
$9,457.70 remains to be paid by the end of October, 1961. The present balance on the
Committee’s books is $2,860.39 and the Committee has borrowed $7,025 in order to meet
the payments due to date.
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In addition to these costs, the Committee estimates that it will require approximately
$2,500 to promote the sale of the hymnal outside the denomination. One hundred fifty
review and examination copies are being reserved and a complimentary copy will be given
to each minister of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church. Because of the cost involved, the
Committee has abandoned its earlier plan to give a leather bound copy to each church
that contributed the full amount of $6.67 per member. The Committee plans to prepare
a brochure to advertise the hymnal and to use the mailing list of the Conhittee on Christian Education to.+circulateit.
Orders for approximately forty-eight hundred copies are now on record with the Committee. Thirty-one churches thad have contributed have not sent in orders, but it is estimated that another 1200 to 1500 copies will be required to supply them. The remaining
5500 copies of the first printing represent the only assets now available to the Committee
to retire its indebtedness to the printer. Income from the sale of this stock will total at
least $17,875, but it may take a year or more to sell this many copies outside the church.
Thus, in spite of its ultimate ability.tcr pay for the cost of publication and promotion of
the hymnal, the Committee will be forced to borrow additional funds until the first printing is completely sold.
Copyright on Trinity Hymnal is being secured in the name of the Committee on
Christian Education. The Committee on Christian Education will also handle the sale of
the hymnal after the initial orders are filled. Receipts from the sale of the remaining
stock will be returned to the Committee on a Hymnal until all costs have been covered.
After all costs have been paid, the Committee on Christian Education will retain the income from sales and, contingent upon official, action by that Committee, will be responsible for future promotion and printing-of the hymnal.
In view of the responsibility remaining in financing and promoting the hymnal, the
Committee recommends that it be continued.
REPORT OF THE TREASURER

May 5, 1961
The Committee on a Hymnal
Orthodox Presbyterian Church
Gentlemen,
In accordance with your authorization I have examined the books of the Committee
on a Hymnal of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church for the period June 10, 1960 to May
4, 1961. The examination has included a comparison of recorded receipts with deposits
in the bank, and a comparison of check vouchers with warrants or other authorizations
of payment. Balances at the end of the eriod were reconciled to appropriate bank statements. Duplicate copies of the demand oans were examined. A repmt of cash receipts
and disbursements, and a balance sheet of the cash accounts is appended.

P

Yours ItfulY,
Leslie W. Sloat

RECORDOF CASHRECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS
Cash on hand 6-10-60
_
l
_
_
l
_
_

Recei ts
Lntributions by churches I
Contributions by individuals
Interest on Savings Account
Demand Loans
Postage refunds
---

-__-

--_____

7,893.38

-__4,346.23
392.50
127.42
7,025.00
76.95

-_I_____-__

-----

11,968.10

------

-__I______
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19,861.48

-----Disbursements
9,000.00
Rayner Dalheim Co. _-_-_------_-116.00
Preparation of copy
----------16.50
Copyright permits 106.15
Promotion Expense
201.41
.
Committee Expense
Postage, etc. -----_-_--_----_----- 75.91
66.17
Miscellaneous ___--___
_ _ _ ~ , - - - _ - _ _ _ - _ _ -

_____--_

_
I
_

9,582.14

-__-___I

Cash on Hand 5 4 6 1

-________________

------

10,279.34
$19,861.48

BALANCESHEET
Assets
1,295.91
Cash in Phila. Nat. Bank _____-_______-_-________
8,956.30
Cash in Phila. Savings Fund Society
27.1 3
Petty Cash

___

_l___-____l___

_
_
_
_
l
l
_
_
_
_
l
_
_
l
_
_
_
l
_
_
_

-----

$10,279.34

Liabilities
Demand Loans
Surplus ----

7,025 .OO
3,254.34

_
_
_
_
_
_
I
_
_
_
_
_
_

------

-----

$10,279.34
On motion the recommendation that the Committee be continued was adopted.
On amended motion the Committee was instructed to provide leather-bound copies
of the hymnal in accordance with its promise, if the churches expecting such copies do
not release the Committee from this obligation.
O n motion the Assembly determined to proceed ta the next item on the docket.
Mr. Clowney, a member of the Committee to Confer with Representatives of the
Christian Reformed Church, presented the report of the Committee as follows:

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE T O CONFER WITH REPRESENTATIVES
OF THE CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH
T h e Committee reports that several meetings of the Committee were held since
the Twenty-seventh General Assembly and that on November 19, 1960, a conference
with the corresponding Committee of the Christian Reformed Church was conducted.
T h e Committee wishes to draw the attention of the Assembly to twelve propositions
presented to the Synod of the Christian Reformed Church in 1944 in a “Report of the
Committee on an Ecumenical Council of Reformed Churches and Correspondence with
Other Churches” and with the substance of which the Synod expressed agreement (Acts
of Synod 1944, p. 8 5 ) . Of special significance is proposition 11 which reads as follows:
All truly Reformed churches on our North American continent should,
as a matter of scriptural, i. e., divine requirement, be confederated. Accordingly
steps should be taken, in due order, to brin this imperative confederation about.
These churches have no right in the sig%t of God to remain ecclesiastically
divided. T o prevail upon them to unite may be a stupendous task, but it
,
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should not be evaded and shirked by the Christian Reformed Church, since
God in His grace has given it the conviction that this labor of love is its
bounden duty. The least that can be done is to do what our hand now and
here finds to do and to do it with all our might, in reliance upon God’s grace
and the operation of the Holy Spirit and in love to our brethren in Christ”
(Acts of Synod 1944, p. 360).

The Committee has adopted the following statement respecting the biblical basis
for ecclesiastical union and respectfully submits the same to the General Assembly for
its consideration.

THE BIBLICAL BASIS FOR ECCLESIASTICAL UNION
I

I

In ecclesiastical union two denominational communions join in submitting to one
common form of government. Since ecclesiastical jurisdiction includes the maintenance
of spiritual discipline, unity in polity requires agreement in the standards of faith and
worship which such discipline maintains. Hence unification in polity, when properly
sought and achieved, involves also unity in faith, discipline, and worship.
As we take account of the diversity that exists between denominations arising from
differences of ethnic identity, cultural background, and historical circumstance the most
conclusive evidence derived from Scripture is required to support the position that the
obliteration of denominational separateness is an obligation resting upon these Churches
of Christ. The differences that exist often manifest the diversity which the church of
Christ ought to exemplify and make for the enrichment of the church’s total witness. If
ecclesiastical union impairs this diversity, then it may be achieved at too great an expense
and tends to an impoverishment inconsistent with the witness to Christ which the church
must bear.
Though the diversity which manifests itself in differentiating historical development
might appear to make ecclesiastical union inadvisable or even perilous in certain cases,
yet the biblical evidence in support of union is so plain that any argument to the contrary, however plausible, must be false.

I. The Ethnic Universalism of the Gospel
I n Christ Jesus there is now no longer Jew nor Gentile, barbarian, Scythian, bond
nor free (cf. Gal. 3:28; Col. 3 : l l ) . The New Testament does not suppose that the
differences natural to individuals nor those arising from ethnic identity, cultural background, and historical circumstance are to be obliterated by the gospel. But it does mean
that the unity in Christ transcends all diversity arising from language, race, culture,
history. What is more, this unity embraces and utilises all the diversity that is proper
and that is created by God‘s providence. If we should maintain that the diversity is in
any way incompatible with the unity of which the church is the expression, then we
should be denying that unity which the ethnic universalism of the gospel implies. Implicit
in the universalism of the gospel is the same kind of universalism in that which the
gospel designs, the building up of Christ’s church.

11. The Universalism of the Apostolic Church
The church of the apostolic days embraced all nations, and kindreds, and peoples,
and tongues. There is no evidence in the New Testament for the diversification of distin_ct
denominations and anything tending to such diversification was condemned (cf. I Cor.
1:10-13). The emphasis falls upon the oneness of faith (cf. Eph. 4:5) and the oneness
of the fellowship of the saints (cf Eph. 4:2-4, 11-16; Phil. 2:2, 3; 4:2).
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111. Jesus’ Prayer for Unity (John 17:20, 21).
It is a travesty of this text, as of all others bearing upon the unity of the church,
to think of the unity for which Christ prayed apart from unity of faith in the bond of
truth. Verse 21 must not be dissociated from verse 20. To divorce the unity for which
Christ prayed from all that is involved in believing upon him through the apostolic witness is to sunder what Christ placed together. Furthermore, the pattern Jesus provides in
this prayer - “as thou, Father, art in me and I in thee” - makes mockery of the application of this text when unity is divorced from the characterisation which finds its analogy
in trinitarian unity and harmony.
But while these and other distortions of this text are to be shunned, the prayer
of Jesus does bear upon our question in two respects.
1. The fragmentation and consequent lack of fellowship, harmony, and cooperation
which appear on the ecclesiastical scene are a patent contradiction of the unity’ exemplified in that to which Jesus referred when he said, “as thou, Father art in me and I
in thee.”

2. The purpose stated in Jesus’ prayer - “that the world may believe that thou
hast sent me” - implies a manifestation observable by the world. Jesus prays for a visible
unit that will bear witness to the world. The mysterious unity of believers with one
anotKer must come to visible expression so as to be instrumental in bringing conviction
to the world.

IV. The Unity

of

the Body

of

Christ

The church is the body of Christ and there is no schism in the body (cf. I Cor.
12:25). As in the human body, there is diversity in unity and unity in diversity (cf. I
Cor. 12). The point to be stressed, however, is the unity. If there is unity it follows that
this unity must express itself in all the functions which belong to the church. Since
government in the church is an institution of Christ (cf. Rom. 12:8; I Cor. 12:28; I Tim.
5:17; Heb. 13:7; I Pet. 5:1, 2), this unity must be expressed in government. The necessary inference to be drawn is that the government should manifest the unity and be as
embracive in respect of its functioning as the unity of which it is an expression. A
concrete illustration of this principle is the decree of the Jerusalem council (Acts 15:28,
29; 16:4).

V . The Kingdom

of

Christ, etc.

Christ is the head of the church. So ultimately there is the most concentrated unity
of government in the church of Christ. He alone is King. Any infringement upon this
sovereignty belonging to Christ is a violation of what is basic and central in the government of the church. It follows that all government in the church must adhere to the
pattern of a cone which has its apex in Christ.
Christ also instituted the apostolate with authority delegated from him (Matt. 16:18,
19; cf. Jn. 20:21, 23; Eph. 2: 19-22). This apostolic authority is exercised now only
through the inscripturated Word. But in the sphere of delegated authority the apostolate
is supreme and will continue to be so to the end of time. This is the way the Holy
Spirit, as the vicar of Christ abiding in and with the church, exercises his function in
accordance with Christ’s promise. He seals the apostolic witness by his own testimony
and illumines the people of God in the interpretation and application of the same.
Subordinately, however, in terms of Matt. 16:19, the hegemony of the apostolate is
undeniable and it exemplifies the descending hierarchy which Christ has established.
There is also in the New Testament institution the delegated authority of the presbyterate, always subject to the apostolic institution, to the Holy Spirit who inspired the
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apostles (Jn. 16: 13; 20:22), and ultimately to Christ as the King and Head of the church,
but nevertheless supreme in this sphere of government.
Since all office in the church of Christ can be fulfilled only by the gifts of the
Spirit, this structural subordination of the government of the church to the rule of
Christ functions in living reality as a fellowship of the one Spirit. Every one who has the
Spirit of Christ is thereby called as a good steward of the manifold grace of God to
minister his spiritual gifts to all the saints, so far as he is given opportunity. In particular,
those whose gifts are for rule in the church must exercise such gifts in the communion of
Christ and his chur_ch.
When these principles of gradation and communion are appreciated and when coordinated with the other considerations already established, especially that of the unity of
the body of Christ, we appear to be provided with a pattern that points to the necessity
of making the presbyterate as inclusive as is consistent with loyalty to Christ and the
faith of the gospel. In a word, we are pointed to the necessity of unity in government, a
unity that is violated when Churches of Christ adhering to the faith in its purity and
integrity are not thus united.
The Committee recommends:
1. That the General Assembly advise the Presbyteries to exchange delegates
with the Christian Reformed Church on the PresbyteryKlassis level wherever
this is possible;
2. That the Committee be continued.
Respectfully submitted,
John Murray
Chairman
On separate motions the recommendations of the report were adopted.
Messrs. Atwell and Clowney presented their resignations from the Committee. Mr.
Galbraith presented his resignation as an alternate member of the Committee.
On motion the Assembly proceeded to the election of two members to fill the existing
vacancies on the Committee.
The following were nominated for election to the Committee to Confer with Representatives of the Christian Reformed Church: the Rev. Messrs. Stonehouse, Knight,
Galbraith, Woolley, and Champness. A ballot was cast.
The tellers reported the election of Messs. Stonehouse and Woolley to the Committee to Confer with Representatives of the Christian Reformed Church.
On motion the Assembly determined to proceed to the next item on the docket.
Dr. Stonehouse, Chairman of the Committee on Correspondencewith Other Churches,
presented the report of the Committee as follows:
REPORT OF
T H E COMMITTEE ON CORRESPONDENCE WITH OTHER CHURCHES
T O THE TWENTY-EIGHTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY
In accordance with the authorization of the 1960 General Assembly the Committee
has appointed delegates to the 1961 general assemblies or synods of the following bqdies:
-Rev.
Albert G. Edwards
Bible Presbyterian Church, Inc.
Christian Reformed Church in North America --------Rev.
Ned B. Stonehouse
Reformed Church in the United States, Eureka Classis ----Rev.
John C. Verhage
Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America, General Synod --Rev.
Paul Woolley
Synod of the Reformed Church of North
Rev. Calvin K. Cummings
America (Covenanter)

______

-------__-_____
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, The Committee also sought to arrange for the appointment of a delegate to The
. ;
Protestant Reformed Churches, but &is proved unsuccessful.
,Some efforts were made to explore the possibility of arranging another conference
with the Committee on Fraternal Relations of The Bible Presbyterian Synod, Inc., but
this did not result in any action because of the considerable geographical distances separating the members of thalt Committee and our own.
The Committee has carried out the directive of the 1960 General Assembly with
reference to the preparation of a communication to the Gereformeerde Kerken in the
Netherlands regarding membership in the Nederlandse Zeudingsraad (Minutes, 1960,
p. 113).
On the background of the action of this Assembly in referringtto this Committee
the responsibility for a decision regarding Overture No. 4, the Committee has agreed to
appoint Dr. Calderwood to extend greetings from the Orthodox Presbyterian Church to
the Reformed Presbyterian Church of Northern Ireland.
The Committee recommends that it be continued.
On motion the recommendation that the Committee be continued was adopted.
On motion it was determined that the letter addressed to the Gereformeerde Kerken
in ,the Netherlands by the Committee on Correspondence with Other Churches under
date of June 5, 1961, be read to the Assembly and recorded in the Minutes.
Dr. Stonehouse read the letter as follows:

June 5, 1961
Mr. A. Warnaar, Jzn., Secretaries,
Deputation voor Gn-respondentie met
Buitenlandse Kerken,
De Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland
Waddinxveen, The Netherlands
Dear brother:
W e continue to rejoice with thanksgiving to our God because of the strong bonds
which unite our Churches.
The General Assembly of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, meeting at Manhattan
Beach, California, July 12-18, 1960, noted with regret that the General Synod of the
Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland, meeting in Utrecht on September 30, 1959, determined to continue its membership in the Nederlandse Zendingsraad even though that
council was to affiliate with #the Commission on World Mission and Evangelism of the
World Council of Churches.
The actual formulation of its communication to the Gereformeerde Kerken was left
in the hands of the Committee on Correspondence with Other Churches, and it is on
behalf of this Committee that the present statement is being sent. W e have delayed the
preparation of our statement until we have had access to the Actu van de Generule Synode
van Utrecht 1959 en 1960, and so have been able to evaluate the decision more fully in
the 1; ht of various pertinent materials.
if is the conviction of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church that the activities of the
World Council of Churches do not advance the kingdom of Christ in the world. The
basic reason for this is that the Council does not take care sthat its membership should
be made up of Churches which proclaim the Christian message. It, therefore, confuses
the peoples of the world as ta the nature of Christianity and as to the content of its
evangelistic message.
When a missionary council becomes affiliated, directly or indirectly, with an organization which purports to be concerned with Christian missions and evangelism bu?t
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is, in fact, promoting both Christianity and other religions its action will be to the detriment of Christian evangelsm for it would appear to be impossible to dissociate itself from
the content of the propaganda issued by, or on behalf of, the organization in question.
W e appreciate #the efforts which have been undertaken, in connection with the formulation of the Synodical decision, to guarantee fidelity to the historic doctrinal position
of the Gereformeerde Kerken, to stress the tentative character of the decision, and ta guard
against any inference that this decision is intended to open the way for membership in
the World Council. Nevertheless, we believe that the relationship of affiliation through
the Nederlandse Zendingsraad with the Commission on World Mission and Evangelism
of the World Council will for all practical purposes involve the Gereformeerde Kerken
in cooperation with the World Council and that therefore the purity of the witness of
the Gereformeerde Kerken is to some extent jeopardized. The independence of your
Churches from the World Council migh't be respected within the Nederlandse Zendingsraad so long as it is not affiliated with a Commission of the World Council but it would
appear to require virtually the impossible if it is to do so once the integration with the
Commission of the World Council takes place. In all charity we also submit that to a
large extent the arguments advanced in favor of your decision, as judged by the reports
in the Acta, are much the same as those commonly advanced in support of full membership in the World Council. Accordingly, we cannot disguise our fear that the decision
you have taken may readily lead to an abandonment of your position with regard It0 membership in the World Council.
It is our hope that the Gereformeerde Kerken may see their way clear to reconsider
their action of 1959 and to determine their relationship to the Nederlandse Zendingsraad
in a manner which would clearly rule out any affiliation, direct or indirect, with the
World Council of Churches, or any agency or instrument thereof.
,With fraternal greetings in Jesus Christ and with the prayer that the Lord may continue to bless you in your witness and labors.
Faithfully yours,
Ned B. Stonehouse, Chairman
The Committee on Correspondence
with Other Churches of the
Orthodox Presbyterian Church
The Assembly recessed at 4:31 o'clock after prayer by Mr. Davies.
SATURDAY MORNING, JUNE 10
Following a devotional service led by Mr. Cummings, the Assembly reconvened at
8:38 o'clock with prayer by Mr. Du Mont.
The Minutes of Friday were approved as corrected.
The Assembly, in accordance with the docket, gave consideration to the matter of
The Presbyterian Guardian.
Mr. Peterson presented a further partial report of the Committee on Overtures and
Communications as follows: Regarding Overture No. 1 from the Presbytery of the Dakotas
respecting the change from the present fiscal year to the calendar year as the fiscal year,
the Committee recommends no action.
It was moved that the recommendation be adopted. On substitute motion Overture
NO. 1 was substituted for the recommendation of the Committee.
Professor Teruichi Matsuda, a pastor of the Reformed Church in Japan and a former
Moderator of the Assembly of that church, was introduced to the Assembly.
The motion before the Assembly, namely the adoption of Overture No. 1, was
further amended to read as follows: That the Twenty-eighth General Assembly of the
Orthodox Presbyterian Church (1) instruct (a) its standing committees, that effective
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September 1, 1962, they submit their reports to the next Assembly for the period beginning
April 1 and ending December 31, and (b) its Stated Clerk to collect and compile reports
from the sessions and presbyteries for the same period; and (2) to amend the Standing
Rules of the General Assembly by substituting the word “December” for the word “March”
in Rule No. 20, section e.
The motion to put the previous question was carried. The motion before the Assembly was carried.
The Moderator ruled that the latter part of the motion just adopted is in effect a
proposal to the Twenty-ninth General Assembly to amend the Standing Rules.
Mr. Peterson presented a further partial report of the Committee on Overtures and
Communications as follows: Regarding Overture No. 2 from the Presbytery of the Dakotas
respecting the preparation of a critical text of the Shorter Catechism and the revision
of the archaic language of the Shorter Catechism, Ithe Committee recommends no acion.
It was moved that the recommendation be adopted.
The Moderator requested Mr. Oliver to take the chair.
The Moderator resumed the chair.
The motion before the Assembly was carried.
Mr. Peterson presented a further partial report of the Committee on Overtures and
Communications as follows: Regarding Overture No. 3 from the Presbytery of California
respecting representative Assemblies, the Committee recommends no action. On motion
the recommendation was adopted.
Mr. Peterson presented a further partial report of the Committee on Overtures and
Communications as follows: Regarding Communication No. 16 from the Session of Calvary
Church, Cedar Grove, Wisconsin, advising the Assembly of certain actions of the Session, the Committee reports that it has read the letter, noting that no action was requested;
furthermore, the Committee feels that the letter is not properly before the Assembly.
Regarding the Protest of Mr. Atwell et al, respecting the manner of the administration of the Lord’s Supper on Monday evening, June 5, the Committee recommends (1)
that the General Assembly express to the Protestants its regret that the Communion service was not adequately publicized in advance, and (2) that the committees on arrangements for future assemblies give consideration to the practice of the session of the host
church with respect to fencing the table.
It was moved to adopt the recommendation. On motion the question was divided.
On separate motions both parts of the recommendation were adopted,
On motion the recommendations contained in the report of the Stated Clerk to the
Twenty-eighth General Assembly were adopted. (See p.4)
On motion Standing Rule No. 20, section a was suspended and the Stated Clerk of
this Assembly was instructed to prepare a transcript of the Minutes of the Assembly and
transmit it to the Committee on Christian Education for publication.
On motion Mr. Cummings was granted the floor to present a motion.
On motion the Assembly determined to refer “A Study of *the Teachings of Scripture As They Relate to Employees of the Standing Committees,” submitted by the Committee on Christian Education, to the Committee on Home Missions and to the Committee
on Foreign Missions for their study, with the request that they report to the Twentyninth General Assembly their appraisal of this report.
Mr. Clelland presented the final report of the Committee on Travel Fund as follows:
$ 10.01
Balance from previous Assembly
Received during the year
3,617.89

-_________-_______
------

I
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
I
_
_

Total Accountable
Travel Disbursements to 28 commissioners

-_______-___l__l__________-

Balance

$3,627.90

___________________
3,593.70

-----$

34.20

I
_
_
_
_
_
-_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
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The Committee recommends that the churches be requested to contribute one dollar
per communicant to the travel fund for the Twenty-ninth General Assembly.
On motion consideration of this recommendation was deferred until after the report
of the Committee on Date and Place of the Twenty-ninth General Assembly.
Mr. Verhage, fraternal delegate to the 1961 meeting of the Eureka Classis of the
Reformed Church in the U S . presented his report as follows:
REPORT OF T H E FRATERNAL DELEGATE
T O THE 1961 MEETING OF T H E EUREKA CLASSIS
OF THE REFORMED CHURCH I N THE UNITED STATES
It was a privilege to be the fraternal delegate of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church
to the 51st Annual Session of the Eureka Classis of the Reformed Church in the United
States.
The Classis met in the Kassel Reformed Church of Lincoln Valley, North Dakota
from May 23 to May 26, 1961. Your Representative was in attendance until noon of the
last day. He was cordially received and enjoyed the fellowship of the members of the
Classis and of the people who entertained him in their home.
The meeting of the Classis was attended by eleven ministers and thirteen elders.
Each minister presented a written report on the condition of his church. These reports
rdtrealed a prayerful desire foi a vital spiritual program with a recognition of blessings
and a serious facing of problems.
It was a stimulating experience to attend their popular meetings at which two mes:
sages were delivered each evening. The sermons indicated a desire to preach the whole
counsel of God.
The undersigned expressed appreciation of the fact that our denominations are growing in mutual regard. It is encouraging to observe that we are finding areas of cooperation in such fields as missions and Christian education. There is also a possibility that
the churches of Classis may use Trinity Hymnal.
The Rev. Lloyd Gross, Clerk of Classis, responded to OUT greetings with words of
es’teem for the Orthodox Presbyterian Church and of appreciation of our common task.
Respectfully submitted,
John Verhage

Mr. Woolley, fraternal delegate to the 1961 Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian
Church in Nbrth America, General Synod, reported orally.
The Assembly recessed at 12:33 o’clock after prayer by Mr. Froehlich.
SATURDAY AFTERNOON
The Assembly reconvened at 1:47 o’clock with prayer by Mr. Haney.
The report of the Liaison Representative to the World Home Bible League was presented by Mr. B. A. Coie, the Alternate Representative, as follows:
REPORT OF THE LIAISON REPRESENTATIVE T O THE
WORLD HOME BIBLE LEAGUE
Dear Brethren in Christ:
The World Home Bible League’s distribution of Scriptures and Scripture portions
throughout the world continues to increase. The zeal of the men close to the League
never tolerates standing still or idleness. I am impressed by the fact that many of the
same men continue to press forward with great energy year after year. This I believe
is an important factor in encouraging people to support the League, because they, and
we, have the assurance that whatever support we can give will be effectively used. I
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personally feel that this is an organization in which I can place 'confidence, because of
the great effort put forth by its officers. Therefore I commend the League to you.
T o illustrate the wide range of work being done, let me point to a . few of the
projects in progress or being considered:

A. One of the new areas into which the League is reaching is the Cape Verdi
Islands off the coast of Africa: The population is 1,000,000. The possibility
of providing a Gospel of John to every family in the islands is being considered.

B. An area in which activity is rapidly increasing is in Mexico. Two seminary
students are to be sent there this summer. They plan to hold 20 three-day
meetings in local Mexican churches leading the people in door to door distribution of Scriptures. A large sum has already been pledged for this purpose
by people and churches in Mexico.

C. One of the great problem areas is Spain. Getting Scriptures into the country
is difficult. Of a shipment of 1200 New Testaments, less than half arrived at
their destination. A printer was found within the country who .was willing to
run the risk of printing Testaments for the League. H e claimed that he had
been in jail several times for printing tracts and that he would consider it a
privilege to go to jail again for the printing of God's Word.
The story goes on and on, but we can hardly begin to include a-comprehensive view
of the work in a short report. Nevertheless, there is a request that I would like to make
to the leaders of each of our churches. May I urge you to make frequent pleas for prayers
in your Bible-study and prayer meeting groups.
1 '

Yours in Christ,
Edward F. Klokow
Liaison Representative
On motion the Rev. Bruce A. Coie was appointed Liaison Representative to the
World Home Bible League.
On. motion it was determined that the report of the Liaison Representative to the
World Home Bible League be included in the Minutes although not read in its entirety
before the Assembly.
Mr. Poundstone, Convener of the Committee on Presbyterial Records, presented the
report of the Committee as follows:
REPORT OF THE
COMMITTEE O N PRESBYTERIAL RECORDS
Your Commit-tee makes the following recommendations:
1. That the Minutes of the Presbytery of Ohio be approved without exception.
2.

That the Minutes of the following presbyteries be'approved, and that the notations of the Committee on Presbytery Records be sent to the respective presbyteries: California, Dakotas, New Jersey, New York . and New England, Philadelphia, South, and Wisconsin.

3. That the Moderator of the Twenty-eighth General Assembly appoint a committee to draft rules for the keeping and examining .of presbyterial records, and
that this committee be requested to report to the Tweny-ninth General Assembly.
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4.

That in order to assist the examining .committee, the General Assembly request
presbyteries to include with their book of presbytery records a copy of their By.Laws.

On motion ,the first recommendation of the Committee was adopted.
It-was moved to adopt the second recommendation.
The amendment to delete the exception of the Committee to -the Minutes of the
Presbytery of New Jersey respecting acceptance of resignations was adopted.
The amendment %todelete the exceptions of the Committee to the Minutes of the
Presbyteries of New Jersey and the South respecting submission of past Minutes of those
presbyteries was adopted.
It was moved as an amendment that the following exception of the Committee respecting the Minutes of the Presbytery of New Jersey under the date of April 26, 1960,
be deleted: “The statements of action regarding membership in the Masonic Lodge a p
pear to be out of accord with the actions of the General Assembly.”
The motion to put the previous question was carried. The amendment before the
Assembly was carried. Mr. Solis recorded his negative vote.
The amendment ta delete all reference to the Presbytery of New Jersey from the
motion to adopt the second recommendation of the Committee on Presbyterial Records
was adopted.
The motion as amended was carried.
On motion the Minutes of the Presbytery of New Jersey were approved without
exception.
On separate motions the third and fourth recommendations of the Committee on
Presbyterial Records were adopted.
The Moderator appointed the following to the Committee on Travel Fund for the
Twenty-ninth General Assembly: Messrs. Dunn, Haug, and Bordeaux.
Mr. Chanow presented the report of the Committee on Date and Place of the Next
Assembly as follows: Your Committee recommends: That this Assembly accept the invitation issued by Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church of Cedar Grove, Wisconsin;
that the Twenty-ninth General Assembly convene there at 9 a.m. on Tuesday, May 29,
1962 following a devotional service at 7:45 p.m. on Monday, May 28, 1962, and that
the Rev. Carl J. Reitsma, the Rev. John Verhage, and Elder Wilfred Gesch be constituted a committee on arrangements.
It was moved to adopt the recommendation of the Committee.
An amendment to delete the words “following a devotional service at 7:45 p.m. on
Monday, May 28, 1962” was adopted.
The motion as amended was carried.
The motion to adopt the following recommendation of the Committee on Travel
Fund, action on which was post oned until this time, was adopted: That the churches
be requested to contribute one do lar per communicant to the travel fund for the Twentyninth General Assembly.
On motion the budget for the General Fund of the General Assembly was set at
35c per communicant member.
On motion the afternoon recess was omitted.
On motion the following resolution was adopted: The unwearied kindness of Westminster Theological Seminary and Calvary Church, Glenside, in providing hospitality for
the General Assembly is deeply appreciated, the more so when we reflect that this is the
twelfth time in 25 years that the General Assembly has met at Glenside. Earlier at the
tables we expressed our hearty thanks to the Willow Grove Christian Day School mothers
for the delicious meals served. W e express our sincere thanks to Emmanuel Church,
Wilmington, for placing its beautiful and spacious facilities at the service of the General
Assembly for the holding of the 25th Anniversary Banquet and Rally.
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,Mr. Cummings presented the report of the Committee on Necrology as follows:
REPORT OF T H E COMMITTEE ON NECROLOGY
TO THE GLORY OF GOD

In Memory of

Robert S. Marsden
’ On October 23, 1960, the Lord in His holy and sovereign providence translated
from the church militant to the church triumphant the Rev. Robert S. Marsden, a minister in the Orthodox Presbyterian Church from its inception and a former Moderator and
Stated Clerk of our beloved church.
It is with a deep sense of gratitude to Almighty God that we acknowledge His gracious providence in raising up a man of Mr. Marsden’s gifts and dedication during the
formative years of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church. In Mr. Marsden our sovereign
God combined to an exceptional degree the gifts of an executive and a parliamentarian
with the gifts of a preacher of the Word and a tireless laborer for the Lord. With great
abandon he gave himself and used his gifts in the service of Christ and His church. As
one of the earliest General Secretaries of the Missions Committees of the church, he laid
solid foundations for the Missions work of the church and executed this aspect of the
church’s work with real vision and vigor. The “Trinity Hymnal” will long be remembered
as the final fruit of his labors of love among us. W e cease not to give’ thanks to God upon
every remembrance of God’s favor bestowed on us through this faithful and fervent servant of the Lord.
But that for which Robert S. Marsden will be most affectionately and gratefully
remembered among us was his complete commitment to Christ and His Word at all costs.
In times of spiritual crisis in the life of Christ’s church, this servant responded: “My
heart, 0 Lord, I give to Thee, promptly and sincerely.” This was eminently true of the
historic stand for the truth of the gospel that he took as a commissioner to the General
Assembly of ,the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. held in Columbus, Ohio, in 1933.
As a member of the Standing Committee on Foreign Missions of the General Assembly meeting in Columbus, Mr. Marsden concurred in a significant minority report.
In this report Mr. Marsden testified that the criticisms of the Board of Foreign Missions
contained in J. Gresham Machen’s “Modernism and the Board of Foreign Missions of the
Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A.” were based on adequate grounds. He called upon the
Assembly to adopt a resolution expressing sorrow and regret for the acts and policies of
the Board and declaring the loyalty of the Assembly to the pure gospel of salvation through
the substitutionary sacrifice of Christ upon the cross with the pledge that the Church
through the Board of Foreign Missions preach this one gospel to the uttermost parts of
the earth to the exclusion of all other gospels.
The powerful modernist machine effectively stifled the minority’s witness to the
gospel of Christ. Only five minutes was allowed by the Moderator for Mr. Marsden to
speak. No defense of the report was allowed from the floor. Ruthlessly, God’s faithful
servant was bludgeoned and hacked down by powerful ecclesiasts. This was his finest
hour. “Thanks be unto God who always causes us to triumph in Christ.”
With the same self-effacing commitment to Christ and His truth, Mr. Marsden as
a faithful Pastor led a good portion of his flock out of the Presbyterian Church in the
U S A . into the Orthodox Presbyterian Church committed to the everlasting gospel of
salvation by the sovereign grace of God. He was a prime mover in establishing a Christian School for the nurture and learning of Christ’s little ones.
To God’s faithful servant was granted his heart’s desire privately expressed, “Lord,
let me never, never outlive my love to Thee.” His last act was to arise to sing God’s
praises in Sabbath School - fervent and faithful unto the end.
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God grant us by His grace an abundant portion of that dedication of our whole selves
to Christ and His Word that so consistently characterized the life of our brother.
This Assembly extends to Mrs. Marsden and her sons its deepest sympathy. It is
our prayer that they may be sustained and comforted by the all-sufficient grace of the
Saviour and that they might live in the assurance that blessed are the dead who die in
the Lord, that they rest from their labors and their works do follow them.
On motion it was determined that the Memorial Minute be adopted, that a copy of
the Minute be sent to the Marsden family, and that Dr. Van Ti1 be requested to lead
the Assembly in prayer for the Marsden family.
Dr. Van Ti1 led the Assembly in prayer.
On motion .the Assembly determined to propose to the Twenty-ninth General Assembly that Standing Rule No. 20, section c be amended to read “and shall receive an
honorarium of one hundred and fifty dollars” instead of “and shall receive an honorarium
of one hundred dollars.”
On motion it was determined that Standing Rule No. 20, section c be suspended
and that the present Stated Clerk be granted an honorarium of one hundred fifty dollars.
The Moderator announced the appointment of the following to the Committee to
Draft Rules for Presbyterial Records: Messrs. Du Mont (Convener), Goddard, and Ruling
Elder Lenville L. Hawkes.
On motion the Assembly recessed to reconvene at the call of the Moderator.
The Assembly recessed at 4:40 o’clock and reconvened at 4: 50 o’clock.
The Minutes of Saturday were read and approvedx corrected.
On motion the Minutes as a whole were approved.
On motion it was determined that the Assembly be dissolved. The Moderator made
the following declaration: By virtue of the authority delegated to me by the Church, let
this General Assembly be dissolved, and I do hereby dissolve it, and require another
General Assembly, chosen in the same manner to meet at Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian
Church, Cedar Grove, Wisconsin, at 9 a.m. on the 29th day of May, 1962 A.D. The
Moderator led the Assembly in prayer, and pronounced the apostolic benediction. T h e
Assembly closed at 5 p.m. Saturday, June 10, 1961.
Respectfully submitted,
Le Roy B. Oliver,
Stated Clerk

APPENDIX

%

.r(

-

CALIFORNIA
11;6:30
BERKELEY,Covenant
1623 University Ave.
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Everett C. DeVelde
WEST
COLLINGSWOOD.
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,Minister Dismissed: William E. Welmers to Presbytery of California 10-4-60
Change in Congregations: First, Hamilton, Mass. received 11-16-61
Trinity of Androscoggin Valley, Lewiston, Maine received 3-22-61
Roll of Licentiates: -Ronald E. Jenkins
Ministers Not in Pastoral Charges:
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John C. Rankin
John H. Skilton
Kelly G . Tucker ?
Robert W. Anderson
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Total Number of Chapels - 0
Total
Number
of
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Total Number of Ministers - 24
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12

3

1

6

2

0

1

1

0

0

0
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of April and October

7

4

0

3

0

0

8

2

1

5

0

0

4

1

2

1

0

0

12

0

6

3

1

2
4

3

9

4

12

10

3 -4

2 -1

0

0

Removed

Ordinations: Arnold S. Kress 7-1-60
Thomas E. Tyson 12-23-61
Minister Dismissed: Crornwell G. Roskamp to Presbytery of Philadelphia 7-1-60
Roll of Licentiates: George F. Morton
Ministers Not in Pastoral Charges:
q l l i a m Young)
J. Lyle Shaw
Total Number of Churches - 5
Tutal Number of Ministers - 5

Average Contribution per Communicant Member
*Corrected

TOTALS

Arnold S. Kress
GROVECITY, Wayside
9:45;7:30
Mercer Rd.
-Thomas E. Tyson
HARRISVILLB,
Faith
11:15;7:30
- Mr. George F. Morton, Pastordea
PITTSBURGH,
Cwenant
11;7:30
1610 Graham Blvd. (35)
Calvin K. Cummings

EDINBURG,

PENNSYLVANIA
BRANCHTON,
New Hope
9:45
Mr. George F. Morton, Pastor-elect

- Third Monday

20

5

448 -30

168 -20

93 -12

77 -23

60

50

$

28.01

8 3.90

12.94

124.85

46,697

19,373

1,582
4,208

4,840

7,228

150
2,623

5,903
9,106

30

5,087

1,141

1,873

$

1,167

$ 1,937
607

10,478

$

31,379

13,583

4,455

6,798

4,000

2,543

Total Number of Chapels - 0
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110

53

81

44

30

Mr. John C. Smith, 341 Maple Terrace, Pittsburgh 11, Pa., Stated Clerk

Stated Meetings

PRESBYTERY OF OHIO
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E I.I

9
7
20

14b

27

24

66

10b

36

31

86

1977

59

32

80

1957

Licensures:

Ronald E. Jenkins 9-26-60
Norman L. Jones 1-28-61
Samuel van Houte 3-27-61

b Included in Knm, Silver SMng

a Includes members in Grace Chapel, Vienna

#Formerly St. Andrew's

1

0
0

0

0

3

0

0

5

0

0

4

1294 683 22 23

5
65

17

125

22

190

22

127

176

177

302
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Average Contribution per Communicant Member

TOTALS

-

-WOOD,

OPC
Lester R. Bachman
--MIDDLETOWN,
Calvary
8:30;1 1 ;7
Spruce & Emaus Sts.
(pobert H. Graham) d
NEWTON
SQUARX,Redeemer, V .
11;7
NOTTINGHAM,
Bethany
11;8
Robert L. Vining
PHILADELPHIA,
Gethsemane, V . 11;7
-2518 S. 65th St. (42)
Knox
11;8
2216 E. Cumberland St.
David Freeman
Mediator
11;7:30
Rutland & Knorr Sts. (49)
- William J. Rankin
VIRGINIA
~ V I E N N AGrace
,
ChapeZ
11
-(Robert L. Thoburn)

mb.
11;7:30

.i

8ul

.r(

Faith

Added
Conf.

-

20

0

0

0

1

0

0

10

0

4

33

1

1

1

0

1

0

0

0

0

0

30

0

1

0

0

0

6

1041

3

1448- 30

41

24

4

37

31

-9

40

1

0

0

0

0

1

17

22 -22

0

12-10

150

5

0

108

17

2

13

0

0

€0
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2,116b

7,074

4,013

2,251

6,682

2,650

11,799

7,380

279b

1,394b

393

36
1,492

85

585

3,7891,

8,959

4,134

2,883

3,813

23,103

$ 11,061

15,923

87

6,835

15

47

$

6,174

3,067

1,076

4,469

$ 3,666

$

87.88

$ 33.42

$ 24.46

$ 145.76

$113,718 $43,247 $31,657 $188,622

60 $

283 -22

-4

6

72

2

4 -3

Removed

135

172

106

127

224

131

$143

d

1
El

i

td

v)

$
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4
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c

c

George W. Knight, I11 1-28-61
John J. Mitchell 2-21-61

Clay Duggan
Norman L. Jones

-

Total Number of Ministers - 34

Egbert W. Andrews
John W. Betzold
Thomas M. Cooper
Clarence W. Duff
John P. Galbraith
John D. Johnston b *
Robley J. Johnston
George W. Knight, I11

-

Total Number of Churches - 14

Robert D. Knudsen
Arthur W. Kuschke, Jr.
L. Craig Long
R. Heber McIlwaine
Francis E. Mahaffy, in trans.
Kenneth J. Meilahn
John J. Mitchell
Leslie W. Sloat

Samuel Van Houte
C. Ralph Vemo

Robert S. Marsden deceased 10-23-60

Ministers Not in Pastoral Charges:

Roll of Licentiates:

Minister Removed from Roll:

Ministers Dismissed: Francis E. Mahaffy to Presbytery of Wisconsin 9-22-60
William H. McDowell to Presbytery of the South 10-10-60

Minister Received: Cromwell G. Roskamp from Presbytery of Ohio 9-26-60

Ordinations:

-

Total Number of Chapels - 1

Ned B. Stonehouse
Donald H. Taws
Cornelius Van Ti1
Paul Woolley
Edward J. Young
Raymond 0. Zorn

William White
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Total Number of Ministers

Edwin C. Urban

George W. Marston

Richard B. Gaffin-

- 10

Ministers Not in Pastoral Charges:

Total Number of Churches

-7

Lawrence N. Manross, at his own request 3-6-61

Robert K. Churchill to Presbytery of California 4-25 -60

Minister Removed from Roll:

Minister Dismissed:

Total Number of Chapels - 1

c.
c.
a0

~

TWENTY-EIGHTH
GENERALASSEMBLY
C H A N G E S IN PRESBYTERIAL STATISTICS

I

(Since March 31, 1961)
Presbytery of California
Robert H. Graham, Pastor-elect Bayview, Chula Vista, Calif. 9-1-61
Presbytery of the Dakotas
Ordination :
Jonathan D. Male 4-5-61
Change in Congregations:
Park Hill, Denver, Colo. divided 4-5-61
Grand Junction OPC, Grand Junction, &lo. received 4-5-61
Immanuel, Thornton, Colo. received 4-5-61
Presbytery of New Jersey
George W. Knight 111, Pastor-elect Immanuel, W. Collingswood, N. J. 6-30-61
Presbytery of New York and New England
Ordination: Ronald E. Jenkins 5-22-61
Presbytery of Ohio
William Young removed from roll of ministers 6-27-61
Presbytery of Philadelphia

,

Robert L. Thoburn - Assoc. Pastoral relationship with Knox, Silver Spring, Md.
dissolved 6- 1 5-61
Robert H. Graham, dismissed to Presbytery of California 7-17-61
George W. Knight, 111 dismissed to Presbytery of New Jersey 7-5-61
Robert L. Atwell, dismissed to Presbytery of South 7-1-61
Calvary, Glenside, Pa. vacant 7-1-61
Calvary, Middletown, Pa. vacant 9-1-61

Presbytery of Wisconsin
Francis E. Mahaffy received from Presbytery of Philadelphia 4-10-61
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1959

1960

1961

447

9,615

10,262

7,217

901

313

1,294

374

810

1,369

638

1,518

10,262

6,734

10,670* 6,917*

10,670* 11,175

1,462

434

1,414*

1,977

1,957

613

1,299

1,980

1,029

2,368

11

134

3,528

3,753*

3,958

561

*Corrected

#See p. 119
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261
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3

5

22
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683

22
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17

89

489

611

391

850

Average Contribution per Communicant Member

Total

Total

Total

Wisconsin

south

Philadelphia

598*

1,220

N. Y. & N. E.

Ohio

1,906

948*

2,193*

New Jersey

Dakotas

California

8
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78

80

14

4

10

4

11

20

6

11

273

214

185

20

15
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2

27

24

17

57

12

9

7

801

90
318

701

259

1,041

58,292

43,302

113,718

31,379

84,360

7,931

36,233

10,759

93,298

8

66,960
12,899

5

$

86.31 $

92.62*$

94.40 $

31.59 $

34.16*$

32.77 $

28.32 $

29.50*$

34.48 $

146.22

156.29*

161.66

90

597 6,602 $581,215 $212,709 $190,749 $ 984,673 133

227 104 9,413

$
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1

1
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0
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3

8

8

92# 11#

7

4

14

256 6,869 $640,693 $236,297 $204,088 $1,081,078
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10

5
34

46,697

140,263

14
24# 15

19

188,622

45,738

20
13# 13

4,840

143,575

228,071

31,657

10,478
43,247

31,261

58,663

27,954

52,592

19,988

258 7,061 $681,349 $236,523 $248,879 $1,166,751

72

66

-30

780

65,379
116,816

25

151 239 9,650

105 205 9,826

3

3

15

518

3 1,448

41

837

2,079 $168,103 $ 35,272 $ 55,890 $ 259,265

38 1,219

448 -30

34 1,061

46 1,622

10

45 1,169

4
18

214

5 5 2,759-162

46

Added
Removed
-
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SPECIAL COMMITTEES OF
THE TWENTY-EIGHTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY
COMMITTEE ON ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE
TWENTY-NINTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY
Carl J. Reitsma (Convener), John Verhage, Wilfred Gesch
COMMITTEE T O CONFER WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH
John Murray (Chairman), Bert L. Roeber, Ned B. Stonehouse, Th.D., Paul Woolley
COMMITTEE ON CORRESPONDENCE WITH OTHER CHURCHES
Ned B. Stonehouse, Th.D., (Chairman), William Harllee Bordeaux, Th.D.,
Calvin K. Cummings, Le Roy B. Oliver, Paul Woolley
COMMITTEE TO DRAFT RULES FOR PRESBYTERIAL RECORDS
Herbert V. G. Du Mont (Convener), Burton L. Goddard, Th.D., Lenville L. Hawkes

COMMITTEE ON A HYMNAL
Robley J. Johnston (Chairman), Arthur W. Kuschke, Jr., Le Roy B. Oliver,
Edward J. Young, Ph.D.
COMMITTEE ON REVISIONS TO THE FORM OF GOVERNMENT
AND BOOK OF DISCIPLINE
John Murray (Chairman), Edmund P. Clowney, John P. Galbraith,
Ned B. Stonehouse, Th.D.
COMMITTEE ON TRAVEL FUND FOR THE
TWENTY-NINTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY
Leslie A. Dunn (Convener, Edward A. Haug, Jr., William Harllee Bordeaux, Th.D.
COMMITTEE ON TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY
Robert E. Nicholas '(Chairman), Robert W. Eckardt, Le Roy B. Oliver
LIAISON REPRESENTATIVE TO THE WORLD HOME BIBLE LEAGUE
Bruce A. Coie

TWENTY-EIGHTH
GENERALASSEMBLY
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STANDING COMMITTEES
OF
THE ORTHODOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
HOME MISSIONS AND CHURCH EXTENSION
Calvin A. Busch, Ralph E. Clough, Robert W. Eckardt
RULING ELDERS: Garrett A. Hoogerhyde, Lambert Van Eerden
Class of 1963-MINISTERS: Robert L. Atwell, George W. Marston,
Ned B. Stonehouse, Th.D.
RULING ELDERS: Hiram I. Bellis, Bert L. Roeber
Class of 1962-MINISTERS: Robert K. Churchill, Everett C. DeVelde,
Jack J. Peterson
RULING ELDERS: Cyrus B. Ferguson, Wilfred R. Moses
Genera2 Secretury: The Rev. Le Roy B. Oliver, 7401 Old York Road, Philadelphia 26, Pa.

Class of 1964-MINISTERS:

FOREIGN MISSIONS
Henry H. Fikkert, Meredith G. Kline, Ph.D.,
Robert L. Vining
RULING ELDERS: Newman de Haas, Willard E. Nee1
Class of 1963-MINISTERS: Leslie A. Dunn, Charles H. Ellis, Paul Woolley
RULING ELDERS: T. Nelson Kellogg, R. P. Width
Class of 1962-MINISTERS: Thomas S . Champness, Jr., Robert H. Graham,
John Murray
RULING ELDERS: Floyd C. Graf, Fairvan C. Lenker
General Secretary: The Rev. John P. Galbraith, 7401 Old York Road, Philadelphia 26, Pa.

Class of 1964-MINISTERS:

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Calvin K. Cummings. Wendell L. Rockey, Jr.,
Charles G. Schauffele
RULING ELDERS: F. Kingsley Elder, jr., Ph.D., Edward A. Haug, Jr.
Class of 1963-MINISTERS: Lewis J. Grotenhuis, Robert D. Knudsen, Ph.D.,
Edward J. Young, Ph.D.
RULING ELDERS: Stewart W. Sandberg, Kenneth E. Avis, D. Sc.
Class of 1962-MINISTERS: Edmund P. Clowney, Robert E. Nicholas,
Carl J. Reitsma
RULING ELDERS: Leonard G. Brown, Howard A. Porter
General Secretary: The Rev. Robley J. Johnston, 7401 Old York Rd., Philadelphia 26, Pa.

Chs

of

1964-MINISTERS:

Chs of 1964-MINISTER:
Class of 1963-MINISTER:
CZuss of 1962-MINISTER:

GENERAL BENEVOLENCE
John H. Skilton, Ph.D.; DEACON: J. Eric Crowe
Lester R. Bachman; DEACON: Ross E. Noblett
Leonard F. Chanoux; DEACON: Irving J. Triggs

PENSIONS
1964-MINISTER: Ralph E. Clough
RULING ELDERS: William C. Colsman, Lewis W. Roberts
CZuss of 1963-MINISTER: Wm. Harllee Bordeaux, Th.D.
RULING ELDER: Garret A. Hoogerhyde
LAYMAN: William D. Cobb
Class of 1962-MINISTERS: Everett C. DeVelde, John P. Galbraith
RULING ELDER: Edward A. Haug, Jr.

Class

of
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CLERKS O F SESSION
Number
Ruling
Elders

3
2

3
2
7
3
2

7
4
4
5

2
3
1
3
6
5
5

6
2

5
1
1

3
4
2
2
4
2
3
4
4
3
.6
3

PRESBYTERY OF CALIFORNIA
CALIFORNIA
Berkeley, Covenant-David L. Neilands, 1601 Cedar St., Berkeley 3
Chula Vista, Bayview-The Rev. Herman T. Peterson, 1410 E. 17th St.,
National City
Garden Grove, OPC-Fred A. Handy, 11952 Donna Lane, Garden Grove
La Habra, OPC-Richard L. Larson, 3102 W. 83rd St., Inglewood
Long Beach, First-Dr. Wm. H. Olson, 1106 La Dera Dr., Long Beach 7
Los Angeles, Beverly-Herbert F. Pink, 129 N. Bleakwood Ave., Los Angeles 22
Los Angeles, Westminster-Henry E. Wade, 812 Monterey Ave., Monrovia
Manhattan Beach, First- John D. Reynolds, 16414 Arlington Ave., Gardena
San Diego, Purudise Hills-Hiram I. Bellis, 2591 Calle Tres Lomas, San Diego 14
San Francisco, First-Roy 0. Young, 1450 Washington St., San Francisco
Santa Cruz, OPC-Robert E. Cook, 407 Capitola Ave., Capitola
Santee, Valky-Philip R. Conard, 206 Joyce, El Cajon
South San Francisco, Brentwood-Robert Littlefield, 308 Roblar, Millbrae
Stockton, Bethany-Clarence Westra, Route 1, Box 720, Lathrop
Sunnyvale, First-Russell Johnson, 4401 Venice Way, San Jose
Torrance, Greyfrrars Memorid-William Martin, 22610 S. Orchard Ave., Torrance
Whittier, Calvary-Norman G. Baize, 6808 S. Vanport, Whittier
OREGON
Bend, Westminster-R. E. Jewell, 1645 W. 5th St., Bend
Portland, First-David Munroe, 13427 S.E. Harold St., Portland 36
Portland, Second-Arthur G. Schultz, Route No. 1, Box 50, Eagle Creek
PRESBYTERY OF T H E DAKOTAS
COLORADO .
Denver, Park Hill-Arthur F. Johnson, 415 S. Gaylord St., Denver 9
Grand Junction,OPC-F. Jim La Brenz (acting), 168 Rainbow Dr., Grand Junction
Thornton, Immanuel-Jerry Spoon, 324 Muriel Dr., Denver 29
NEBRASKA
Lincoln, Faith-Dick Brady, 909 W. Stockwell, Lincoln
Omaha, OPC-R. T. Ken, 2857 Corby St., Omaha 1 1
NORTH DAKOTA
Carson, Bethel-Ernest J. Danzeisen, Lark
Lark, First-Burton A. Havens, Flasher
Leith, First-Roswel Kamrath, Leith
OKLAHOMA
Oklahoma City, Knox-E. Myers Bearden, 2104 Churchill Way, Village,
Oklahoma City 20
SOUTH DAKOTA
Bancroft, Murdock Menzwiul-Don Wilkins, R. D. No. 1, Bancroft
Bridgewater, Trinity-Calvin D. Hofer, Bridgewater
Hamill, Westminster-Lynus A. Carlson, Hamill
Manchester, OPC-Fred Ritterbusch, De Smet
Volga, Calvary-Lester Kleinjan, R.F.D., Bruce
Yale, OPC-Glenn Foote, Route No. 3, Huron
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2
2

3

2
2
1
2

5
2
3

2

5

2
3

7
7
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PRESBYTERY OF NEW JERSEY
NEW JERSEY
Bellmawr, Immanuel-Edward M. Shindle, 2 Albert Road, Glendora
Bridgeton, Calvary-Norman Johnson, 113 S. 10th St., Millville
East Orange, Covenant-Malcolm L. Woodruff, 41 Hamilton St., East Orange
Fair Lawn, Grace-Garret A. Hoogerhyde, 21 John Ryle Ave., Haledon
Garfield, Community-The Rev. Thomas S. Champness, Jr., 39 Marsellus Pl.,
Garfield
Monistown, Emmanuel-0. S. Sterner, 376 South St., Morristown
Pittsgrove, Fait&-Floyd C. Graf, 23 Second St., Elmer
Ringoes, Calvary of Amwell-Richard H. Bube, Ph.D., 56 Robert Rd., Princeton
Stratford, OPC-James G. MacDonald, 13 Elinor Ave., Stratford
Vineland, Covenant-Ralph H. Ellis, 37 S. State St., Vineland
West Collingswood, Immanuel-Willard E. Neel, 31 1 Sloan Ave.,
West Collingswood
Westfield, Grace-Bert L. Roeber, 4402 Summit Ave., Apt. 8, Westfield
White Horse, Grace-George A. Hurley, 83 Reeder Ave., Trenton 8
Wildwood, Calvary-Thomas Jorgensen, 136 W. Lavender Road, Wildwood Crest
PRESBYTERY OF NEW YORK AND NEW ENGLAND
CONNECTICUT
Hamden, Westminster-Albert H. Squires, 103 Lawncrest Rd., New Haven 15
MAINE
Bangor,Pilgrim-Thomas L. Eesley, Union St., Rockport
Cornville, OPC-Myron C. Moody, R.D. No. 2, Skowhegan
Lewiston,Trinity of Androscoggin Valley-The Rev. Charles E. Stanton (acting),
17 Webster St., Lewiston
Ludlow-Smyma, Bethel-The Rev. Ronald E. Jmkins (acting), 108 Main St.,
Houlton
Portland,Second Parish-Lenville L. Hawkes, R.D. No. 3, Cumberland Center
MASSACHUSETTS
Fall River, Grace-Arthur S. Reseigh, 693 Read St., Somerset
Hamilton, First-Norman Johnson, 25 Beach St., Manchester
NEW YORK
Albany, Church of the Covenant-Donald D. Hill, 4042 Albany St.,
Schenectady 4
Franklin Square, OPC-Arthur Hansen, 522 Park Ave., N. Merrick
Lisbon, OPC-Delmer C. Putney, R.D. No. 3, Lisbon
Rochester, Covenant-John Garland, 264 Titus Ave., Rochester 17
Rochester, Memorial-Peter W. Schumacher, 75 Castle Acres Dr., Webster
Schenectady, Calvary-Robert Y. McCullough, 242 Union St., Schenectady
RHODE ISLAND
Cranston, Calvary-Chester E. Browning, 47 Packard St., Cranston 10
PRESBYTERY OF OHIO
PENNSYLVANIA
Branchton, New Hope-Clair G. Dyer, R.D. No. 2, Harrisville
Edinburg, Nashua-Wendell Miller, R.D. No. 1, Edinburg
Grove City, Wayside-Adrian F. Nagle, Jr., 515 Forest Drive, Grove City
Harrisville, Faith-William H. Kiester, R.D. No. 1, Boyers
Pittsburgh, Covenant-John C. Smith, 341 Maple Terrace, Pittsburgh 1 1
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PRESBYTERY OF PHILADELPHIA
DELAWARE
Middletown, Grace-W. R. Weldon Burge, 11 E. Redding St., Middletown
Wilmington, Emmanuel-A. E. Hayman, Jr., 1408 Marsh Road, Wilmington 3
MARYLAND
Baltimore, First-Leonard G. Brown, R.D. No. 2, Box 100, Oxford, Pa.
Silver Spring, Knox-Ralph E. Ramsey, 81 1 Forest Glen Road, Silver Spring
PENNSYLVANIA
Center Square, Community-William E. Brown, 243 W. Valley Forge Road,
King of Prussia
Glenside, Calvary-Richard C. Zebley, R.D., Chalfont
Hatboro, Trinity-F. Kingsley Elder, Ph.D., Box 546, Hatboro
Kirkwood, OPC-William R. Ferguson, 132 Pine St., Oxford
Middletown, Calvary-John H. Hoffman, 230 N. Race St., Middletown
Newtown Square, Rehewer-T. Nelson Kellogg, 2637 Cynwyd Ave. Broomall
Nottingham, Bethany- J. Preston Reburn, Nottingham
Philadelphia, Gethsemane-Edwin C. Urban, Sr., 46 Albert Ave., Aldan
Philadelphia, Knox-Robert H. English, 116 W. Hillcrest Ave., Havertown
Philadelphia, Mediator- James Hutton, 6924 Large St., Philadelphia 49
PRESBYTERY OF T H E SOUTH
FLORIDA
Fort Lauderdale, OPC-Roy MacGibbon, 1405 S.E. 4th St., Fort Lauderdale
Hialeah, Sharon-Calvin A. Duff, 8180 S. W. 106th St., Miami 56
Maitland, OPC-J. Ellis Banks, P.O. Box 775, Maitland
GEORGIA
Valdosta, Westminster- J. A. Durrenberger, Ph.D., 206 Brookwood PI., Valdosta

PRESBYTERY OF WISCONSIN
ILLINOIS
1 Evergreen Park, Westminster-James S. Nicol, 10120 S. Spaulding St.,
Evergreen Park 42
4 Westchester, Westminster-Edward F. Klokow, 1547 Boeger Ave., Westchester
2 Wheaton, Bethel-Henry L. Brinks, 923 N. Scott St., Wheaton
IOWA
3 Waterloo, First-James Singbusch, 1121 South St., Waterloo
WISCONSIN
10 Cedar Grove, OPC-Gordon J. Wieberdink, 139 Wisconsin Ave., Cedar Grove
2 Gresham, Old Stockbridge-Jonh Tousey, R.D. No. 1, Bowler
6 Oostburg, Bethel- John P. Daane, Oostburg
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MINISTERS OF THE O R T H O D O X PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
(Corrected to September 1, 1961)
Abbreviations:
J.-Presbytery of New Jersey
Y.-Presbytery of N. Y. and N. E.
P.-Pastor
P.1.-Pastor, Non-Orthodox Pres. Church (0)-Number of Churches Served
F.M.-Foreign Missionary
Phi.-Presbytery of Philadelphia
S.-Presbytery of the South
H.M.-Home Missionary
W .-Presbytery of Wisconsin
C.-Presbytery of California
(0)-Number of Churches Served
D.-Presbytery of the Dakotas
Ahfeldt, Carl A., P., D.-3221 N. 39th Terrace, Oklahoma City 12, Okla.
Albright, H. Wilson, C.-201 S. Raymond St., La Habra, Calif.
Anderson, Robert W., Y.-151 Temple St., Paterson, N. J.
-Andrews, Egbert W., F.M., Phi.-440 W. Queen Lane, Phila. 44, Pa.
Atwell, Robert L., H.M., S.-8740 S. W. 126th Terrace, Miami 56, Fla.
I

1

Bachman, Lester R., P., Phi.-Kirkwood, Lancaster County, Pa.
Balcom, Curtis A., Ret., D.-1125 18th St., San Francisco, Calif.
Benson, W. Lee, P., J.-Ringoes, N. J.
Betzold, John W., Chaplain, Phi.-105 Grove Park, Fort Dix, N. J.
-Bird, Herbert S., F.M., D.-American Evangelical Mission, Senafe, Eritrea, East Africa
Black, Glenn T., P., W.-1817 Balmoral Ave., Westchester, Ill.
Bomer, William J., Chaplain, D.-02284207, Hq. Co. 8th Engr. Bn., 1st Cavalry Div.
APO 24, San Francisco, Calif.
Bordeaux, William Harllee, Th.D., P., J.-41 Skyview Rd., Bloomfield, N. J.
Breisch, Francis D., P., W.-315 E. Union St., Wheaton, Ill.
Brown, Lionel F. S., P., D.-3rd and Astrachan, Volga, S. Dak.
Busch, Calvin A., P., J.-38 Macculloch Ave., Morristown, N. J.
Calderwood, David, Th.D., P., C.-24215 Stanhurst Ave., Lomita, Calif.
Casey, Thompson L., Jr., P.I., S.-2238 Walter Ave., Jacksonville, Fla.
Champness, Thomas S., Jr., P., J.-39 Marsellus PI. Garfield, N. J.
Chanoux, Leonard F., P., J.-R.D. No. 3, Elmer, N J.
Childs, W. Hobart, S.-104 Buena Vista St., Greenville, S. C.
Christian, George S., J.-11 Ramapo Rd., Pompton Plains, N. J.
Churchill, Robert K., H.M., C.-Box 835, R.D. No. 3, Sonora, Calif.
Clelland, John P., P., S.-1300 McRee Dr., Valdosta, Ga.
Clough, Ralph E., P., J.-65 Hitchner Ave., Bridgeton, N. J.
Clowney, Edmund P. Prof., J.-520 Grant Ave., Willow Grove, Pa.
Coie, Bruce A., P., W.-3516 W. 96th St., Evergreen Park 42, Ill.
Coie, Glenn R., P., S.-699 W. 69th Pl., Hialeah, Fla.
Commeret, Raymond E., P., J.-564 Fair Lawn Parkway, Saddle Brook, N. J.
-Corm, Harvie M., F.M., J.-A.P.O. 301, c/o Postmaster, San Francisco, Calif.
3-89 ckTkb”;r R k o 3 G k , 5&
M0-c- Gu-,Scsua. (first class mail only)
Cooper, Thomas M., Phi.-908 E. Hampton St., Tucson, Ariz.
Coray, Henry W., H.M., C.-162 Laurel Ave., Menlo Park, Calif.
Cummings, Calvin K., P., 0.-1610 Graham Blvd., Pittsburgh 35, Pa.

-

Davies, John, P., J.-308 E. Hand Ave., Wildwood, N. J.
De Velde, Everett C., P., J.-1029 Landis Ave., Vineland, N. J.
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Dorman, Harold L., P., Y.-Route No. 3, Skowhegan, Maine
Dortzbach, Elmer M., P., D.-2878 Ash St., Denver 7, Colo.
-Duff, Clarence W., F.M., Phi.-2338 Old Welsh Rd., Willow Grove, Pa.
BttMontyHerbert V . e , Jr., P., Y.-38 Lowell St., South Portland, Maine - y r a Dunn, Leslie A., P,, J.-1125 Summit Ave., Westfield, N. J.
Eckhardt, Robert W., P., Phi.-210 W . 27th St., Wilmington 2, Del.
Ediger, Abe W., H.M., D.-333 Polk St., Winner, S. Dak.
Edwards, Albert G., 111, P., C.-10118 N. E. Campaign St., Portland 20, Ore.
Elliott, Edwards E., P., C.-9826 Luders Ave., Garden Grove, Calif.
Ellis, Charles H., P., Phi.-120 Normandy Dr., Silver Spring, Md.
Evans, F. Clarke, P., Phi.-202 N. Broad St., Middletown, Del.
Eyres, Lawrence R., P., C.-500 San Antonio Dr., Long Beach 7, Calif.

-

-Fikkert, Henry H., P., Ph-el.,i
a. - F ~ U RGrove, -Pa
Freeman, David, Ph.D., P., Phi.-720 Carpenter Lane, Phila. 19, Pa. .
Froehlich, Arthur A,, P., S.-Box 775, Maitland, Fla.

-

-Gaffin, Richard B., F.M., W.-72 Chung Hsiao Road, Taichung, Taiwan, Republic
of China
Galbraith, John P., Gen. Sec., Phi.-Res.: 2723 Jenkintown Rd., Ardsley, Pa.
Off.: 7401 Old York Rd., Phila. 26, Pa.
Georgian, Theodore J., P., Y.-243 Malden St., Rochester, N. Y.
Goddard, Burton L., Th.D., Prof., Y.-Box E, Beverly Farms, Mass.
Graham, Robert H., P.,-464 Jamul Ct., Chula Vista, Calif.
Grotenhuis, Lewis J., P.I., J.-Belvidere Rd., R. D. No. 2, Phillipsburg, N. J.
Haney, George E., Jr.,
a a r d , Theodore, F.M.,
Hills, John C., Jr., P.,
-Hunt, Bruce F., F.M.,

P., W.-803 Forest Ave., Waterloo, Iowa
J.-Box 184, Pusan Korea
Y.-882 Garfield St., Franklin Square, N. Y.
C.-Box 184, Pusan, Korea

Jenkins, Ronald E., P., Y.-158 Military St., Houlton,
#84 M
TSV K s d
LJohnston, John D., F.M., Phi.-176 Hsimen St.,
inc u Taiwan, Republic of China
Johnston, Robley J., Gen. Sec.,mi.-Res.: 115 Spring Ridge Rd., King of Prussia, Pa.
Off.: 7401 Old York Rd., Phila. 26, Pa.
.

Kellogg, Edward L., P., C.-3056 Windy Lane, National City, Calif.
Kline, Meredith G., Ph.D., Prof., J.-1465 North Hills Ave., Willow Grove, Pa.
Knight, George W., 111, P., J.-1300 Newton Ave., West Collingswood, N. J.
. Knowles, Louis E., Tea., C.-1365 St. Louis Ave., Long Beach 4, Calif.
Knudsen, Robert D., Ph.D., Prof., Phi.-l341 Osbourne Ave., Roslyn, Pa.
Kress, Arnold S., P., 0.-R. D. No. 1, Edinburg, Pa.
Kuschke, Arthur W., Jr., Lib., Phi.-522 Kingston Rd., Oreland, Pa.
Latal, Gerald G., Th.D., P., C.-9539 Frascati Way, Santee, Calif.
Lewis, Richard M., P., C.-1623 Tacoma, Berkeley 7, Calif.
Long, L. Craig, Ph.D., P.I., Phi.-406 University Ave., Selinsgrove ,Pa.
Lovik, Paul M., P., C.-918 10th St., Manhattan Beach, Calif.
.Lucas, Robert M., S.-511 S. W. 18th Ave., Apt. 1, Ft. Lauderdale, Fla.
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M cDowell, William H., S.-416 Daniels St., Orlando, Fla.
-M cIlwaine, R. Heber, F.M., Phi.-19

Shinhama-cho, Fukushima-shi, Japan

M agee, Walter J., Y.-Box 605, Florida, N. Y.
-M ahaffy, Francis E., F.M., W .-American Evangelical Mission, Senafe, Eritrea, East Africa

M ale, Jonathan D., P., D.-2836 B Rd., Grand Junction, Colo.
M arston, George W., Field Rep., W.-3902 Rose Ave., Western Springs, Ill.
M eilahn, Kenneth J., Tea., Phi.-319 N. Union St., Middletown, Pa.
M einers, Raymond M., P., Y.-1230 Rugby Rd., Schenectady, N. Y.
M iller, C. John, C.-1125 Poplar St., Stockton, Calif.
M itchell, John J., Editor, Phi.4450 Norwood Ave., Roslyn, Pa.
M urray, John, Prof., Y.-Westminster Theological Seminary, Chestnut Hill, Phila. 18, Pa.
Nicholas, Robert E., Editor, C.-Res.: 1322 Osbourne Ave., Roslyn, Pa.
Off.: 7401 Old York Rd., Phila. 26, Pa.
Nilson, V. Robert, P., D.-Box 324, Carson, N. Dak. (3)
Nuermberger, Robert M., Y.-23 Dorwood Drive, Loudonville, N. Y.
Oliver, C. Herbert, Y . 4 5 7 Hillman Dr.,Bessemer, Ala.
Oliver, Le Roy B., Gen. Sec., J.-Res.: 1074 Wynnwood Ave., Abington, Pa.
Off.: 7401 Old York Rd., Phila. 26, Pa.
Olson, Arthur O., P., C.-112 N. Roscommon Ave., Los Angeles 22, Calif.
Petersen, Herman T., C.-1410 E. 17th St., National City, Calif.
Peterson, Jack J., P., J.-403 E. Atlantic Ave., Stratford, N. J.
Phillips, Henry D., P., W.-R.D. No. 1, Gresham, Wis.
Piper, Russell D., P., D.-3935 Randolph St., Lincoln 10, Nebr.
Poundstone, Dwight H., P., C.-12132 Luitwieler Ave., Whittier, Calif.
Rankin, John, Ret., Y.-Worcester, N. Y.
Rankin, William J., P., Phi.-9351 Andover Rd., Phila. 14, Pa.
Reitsma, Carl J., P., W.-152 Union Ave., Cedar Grove, Wis.
Riffel, Arthur G., P., C.-186 Country Club Dr., S. San Francisco, Calif.
Rockey, Wendell L., Jr., P., Y.-15 Howard St., Cranston, R. I.
Roskamp, Cromwell G., P., Phi.-3552 Elmley Ave., Baltimore 13, Md.
Rushdoony, R. J., P., C.-325 Berkeley Way, Santa Cruz, Calif.
Sander, Robert D., P., D.-Box 22, Bancroft, S. Dak. (3)
Schauffele, Charles G., Prof., Y.-260 Chebacco Rd., Hamilton, Mass.
Shafer, Roger, P.I., Y.-North Collins, N. Y.
Shaw, J. Lyle, Ph.D., Ret., 0.-Pine Rest, Grand Rapids 8, Mich.
Sibley, Laurence C., Jr., P., Y.-Box 12, Lisbon, N. Y.
Skilton, John H., Ph.D.-930 W. Olney Ave., Phila. 41, Pa.
Sloat, Leslie W., Phi.-P. 0. Box 101, Mt. Holly, N. J.
Snyder, Dale N., Y.-Mauvestraat 49, The Hague, The Netherlands
Solis, Salvador M., P., C.-1350 Lawton St., San Francisco 22, Calif.
Spooner, A. Boyce, J.-618 Jackson Ave., Ardsley, Pa.
Stanton, Charles E., M.M., Y.-17 Webster St., Lewiston, Maine
Stanton, Donald F., P., D.-Hamill, S. Dak.
Stonehouse, Ned. B., Th.D., Prof., Phi.-Westminster Theological Seminary,
Chestnut Hill, Phila. 18, Pa.
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Tavares, Henry P., P., S.-816 N. E. 14th Ave., Ft. Lauderdale, Fla.
-Taws, Donald H., P.M.-American Evangelical Mission, Box 26, Massawa, Eritrea,
East Africa
Thoburn, Robert L, Tea., Phi.-200 University Dr., Fairfax, Va.
Tucker, Kelly G., Y.-604 Paris, S. E., Grand Rapids, Mich.
Tyson, Thomas E., P., 0.-311 State St., Grove City, Pa.
JJomoto, George Y., F.M., C.-116 Otachiba Machi, Sendai, Japan
-Urban, Edwin C., F.M., W.-No. 2, Lane 31 1, Aptung St Taipei, Taiwan (4d-r73-

t-r-0

-

UOYC)

/.CunJccc.j:wIK-

Vail, Laurence N., P., D.-9161 Vine St.j Thornton 29, Colo.
van Houte, Daniel, Ph.D., Tea., (2-515 S. W. 18th Ave., Ft. Lauderdale, F l a . x d W '8<r5u
Rkdqcd ,
Van Til, Cornelius, Ph.D., Prof., Phi.-16 Rich Ave., Phila. 18, Pa.
Verhage, John, P., W.-629 Center Ave., Oostburg, Wis.
Vining, Robert L., P., Phi.-Nottingham, Pa.
Voorhees, Reginald, P., D.-1925 S. 49th St., Omaha 6, Nebr.
I

-Wade, E. Lynne, F.M., C.-c/o Challenge to Faith, P. 0. Box 728, Agana, Guam, M. I.
Weeber, George G., P., Y.-73 Hogan Rd., Bangor, Maine
Welmers, William E., Ph.D., Prof., Y.-2272 Overland Ave., Los Angeles 64, Calif.
Williamson, G. I., P., Y.-190 Cherry St., Fall River, Mass.
Willis, George J., P., Y.-216 McKinley St., Rochester 9, N. Y.
Woolley, Paul, Prof ., Phi.-Westminster Theological Seminary, Chestnut Hill,
Phila. 18, Pa.
Wybenga, Edward, P., C.--142 Hawthorne Ave., Bend, Ore.
Young, Edward J., Ph.D., Prof., Phi.-1444 Fitzwatertown Rd., Willow Grove, Pa.
Zorn, Raymond O., P.I., Phi.-Fawn Grove, Pa.
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MODERATORS O F GENERAL ASSEMBLY
PLACEOF ASSEMBLY

ASSEMBLY YEAR
1st

1936-J. Gresham Machen, D.D., Litt.D. _--____Philadelphia,

Pa.

2nd

1936-J. Oliver Buswell, Jr., D.D. ____--___Philadelphia,

Pa.

3rd

1937-John J. De Waard

4th

1938-R. B. Kuiper

5th

_____-__________-___-____
Quarryville, Pa.
Glenside, Pa.
Davison, S.T.D. -__________

8th

-____-_-_-_________
Glenside, Pa.
Cincinnati, Ohio
194O-Paul Woolley ____________-_-_____
Glenside, Pa.
1941-Robert Strong, S.T.D. _______________-___

9th

1942- John P. Clelland

6th
7th

i

1939-Alexander K.

Philadelphia, Pa.

1939-Everett C. De Velde

___I___I_

_-____________._-_
Rochester, N. Y.

10th

1943-Oscar Holkeboer c_-___I_______Willow

Grove, Pa.

11th

Glenside, Pa.
1944-Edwin H. Rian ________-____________________________

12th

1945-Robert S. Marsden

13th

1946-Ned B. Stonehouse, Th.D.

14th

1947- John P. Galbraith -----________Cedar

15th

1948-Edward L. Kellogg

16th

1949-Dwight H. Poundstone

17th

1950-Leslie W. Sloat

18th

1951-Lawrence R. Eyes

____-____-___________
Glenside, Pa.

--_______-_

Glenside, Pa.
Grove, Wis.

--Wildwood,

N. J.

L o s Angeles, Calif.

I
_
_I_
_

-----_---------_--

Glenside, Pa.

--____--_--___-_-

Glenside, Pa.
Denver, Colo.

19th

1952-Calvin K. Cummings

20th

1953-John H. Skilton, Ph.D.

21st

1954-Robert K. Churchill I----___ll___lRochester,

22nd

1955-Robert L. Vining

23rd

1956-Edward J. Young, Ph.D. -------------Denver,

24th

1957-Bruce F. Hunt

2 5,th

1958-Edmund P. Clowney

26th

1959-Leslie A. Dunn

27th

1960-David E. Neilands, Esq. ---,,-Manhattan

Beach, Calif.

28th

1961-John Murray

Glenside, Pa.

_I_--_-_____c____

Glenside, Pa.

___l__l_____l_

N. Y.

_-_-___
Glenside, Pa.

_
_
I
_
I
_

Colo.
W. Collingswood, N. J.
Oostburg, Wis.

-______I

-_Glenside,

I
_
_
_

____-lll_____-_____l_---__---I--_

Pa.
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CLERKS OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY
ASSEMBLY

STATEDCLERKS

1st

Paul Woolley

2nd

Leslie W. Sloat

3rd

Leslie W. Sloat

4th

John H. Skilton

5th

Leslie W. Sloat

6th

Leslie W. Sloat

7th

John P. Galbraith

8th

Paul Woolley

9th

Robert E. Nicholas

10th

Leslie W. Sloat

1lth

Edward Heerema

ASSISTANT
CLER~S

Edward L. Kellogg
Le Roy B. Oliver

12th

Eugene Bradford

Charles H. Ellis

13th

Eugene Bradford

Arthur W. Kuschke, Jr.

14th

H. Wilson Albright

Robert L. Vining

15th

Robert W. Eckardt

Raymond M. Meiners

16th

Robert W. Eckardt

Edwards E. Elliott

17th

Robert L. Vining

Le Roy B. Oliver

18th

Robert L. Vining

Ralph E. Clough

19th

Henry D. Phillips

20th

Raymond M. Meiners

F. Kingsley Elder, Ph.D.

21st

Raymond M. Meiners

Elmer M. Dortzbach

22nd

Robert S . Marsden

Le Roy B. Oliver

23rd

Robert S. Marsden

Le Roy B. Oliver

24th

Robert S . Marsden

Raymond 0. Zorn

25th

Le Roy B. Oliver

Henry D. Phflips

26th

Le Roy B. Oliver

C. Herbert Oliver

27th

Le Roy B. Oliver

Richard A. Barker

28th

Le Roy B. Oliver

Richard A. Barker

Theodore J. Georgian
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INDEX

Arrangements, for 29th Assembly, Committee on
Appointed, 98
Membership, 121
Assistant Clerk, election, 6
Assistant Clerks of previous General Assemblies, listed, 13 1
Bible Presbyterian Church, Inc.
Communication from, 13
Fraternal Delegate from,
Addresses Assembly, 86
Seated, 70
Fraternal Delegate to, 92
Christian Education, Committee on
Amendment to Standing Rules in re, proposed, 4
Communication from, 9ff.
Elections, 55, 58
Instructed, 95
Membership, 122
Report, 45ff.
Report on administrative remuneration, 9ff., 95
Christian Reformed Church
Committee to Confer with Representatives of, See in loco
Communication from Stated Clerk of, 12
Fraternal Delegate from,
Addresses Assembly, 15
Seated, 6
Clerks of Sessions, listed, 123ff.
Committees, Special
28th Assembly, See in Zoco:
Arrangements for 29th Assembly
Confer with Representatives of Christian Reformed Church
Correspondence with Other Churches
Hymnal
Peniel Bible Conference, Examine the Current Doctrines and Practices of
Presbyterial Records, to Draft Rules for
Representative Assembly
Revisions to Form of Government and Book of Discipline
Travel Fund
Twenty-fifth Anniversary
Listed, with Membership, 121
Committees, Standing
See Christian Education
Foreign Missions
General Benevolence
Home Missions and Church Extension
Pensions
Listed, with Membership, 122
Committees, Temporary
Amendment to Standing Rules in re adopted, 5
28th Assembly, See in Zoco:
Date and Place of 29th Assembly
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Necrology
Overtures and Communications
Presbyterial Records
Travel Fund
Communications, texts, 7ff ., 44f.
Confer with Representatives of Christian Reformed Church, Committee to
Continued, 92
Elections, 92
Membership, 121
Recommendations adopted, 92
Report, 89ff.
Resignations from, 92
Correspondence with Other Churches, Committee on
Communication to Gereformeerde Kerken, 93f.
Continued, 93
Membership, 121
Overture referred to, 15
Report, 92f.
Date and Place of Next Assembly, Committee on
Communication referred to, 15
29th Assembly
Appointed, 16
Report, 98
De Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland
Communications from, 12
Communication to, 93f.
Fraternal Delegate of
Addresses Assembly, 63
Seated, 55
Devotional Services, 3, 44, 63, 86, 94
Dissolution of Assembly, 100
Docket
Adoption of, 15f.
Eureka Classis
Communication from Stated Clerk of, 13
Fraternal Delegate to 1961 Meeting of, report, 96
Excuses, requested and granted, 5 , 44, 55
Fiscal Year, change in
Proposed, 95
Foreign Missions, Committee on
Communication from, 7f.
Elections, 44
Instructed, 95
Membership, 122
Report, 30ff.
Report on administrative remuneration, 7f.
Form of Government, See Revision to Form of Government and Book of Discipline,
Committee on
Formosa Mission, greetings from, 44
Fraternal Delegates
Amendment to Standing Rules in re adopted, 5
See Bible Presbyterian Church, Inc.
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Christian Reformed Church
Eureka Classis
Reformed Presbyterian Church in North America (Covenanters)
Reformed Presbyterian Church in North America, General Synod
General Assembly Fund
Budget set, 98
Report, 5
General Benevolence, Committee on
Elections, 58, 61
Membership, 122
Recommendations adopted, 58
Report, 55ff.
Home Missions and Church Extension, Committee on
Amendment to Standing Rules in re, proposed, 4
Communication from, 8
Elections, 30
Instructed, 95
Membership, 122
Report, 17ff.
Report on administrative remuneration, 8
Hymnal, Committee on
Continued, 89
Instructed, 89
Membership, 121
Report, 87ff.
Japan Mission, greetings from, 44f.
Korea Mission, greetings from, 13f.
Lord's Supper, administration at opening service,
Protest in re, 14, 95
Ministers of the Church, listed, 126ff.
Minutes, 27th Assembly, corrections, 4
Minutes, 28th Assembly, approved, 100
Moderator, 27th Assembly, sermon, 3
Moderator, 28th Assembly, election, 6
Moderators of previous General Assemblies, listed, 130
Necrology, Committee on
Appointed, 16
Report, 99f.
Overtures and Communications, Committee on
28th Assembly
Appointed, 16
Communications and Overtures referred to, 15 passim
Recommendations of Stated Clerk, referred to, 5
Report, 63, 94, 95 passim
Overtures, texts,
Actions on
No. 1 (Fiscal Year), 6, 95
No. 2 (Text of Westminster Shorter Catechism), 6f., 95
No. 3 (Representative Assembly), 7, 63
No. 4 (Delegate to Reformed Presbyterian Church of Northern Ireland), 7, 93
Peniel Bible Conference, The Committee to Examine Current Doctrines etc.
Actions in re, 87

TWENTY-EIGHTH
GENERALASSEMBLY
Minority report, 83ff.
Report, 70ff.
Pensions, Committee on
Elections, 63, 69
Membership, 112
Report, 58ff.
Presbyterial Records, Committee on
28th Assembly
Appointed, 16
Communication referred to, 15
Report, 97f.
Presbyterial Records, Committee to Draft
Rules for
Appointed, 100
Presbyterian Guardian, The, 94
Presbyteries
California
Minutes approved, 98
Overtures from, 7
Roll of commissioners, 3
Dakotas
Minutes approved, 98
Overtures from, 6f.
Roll of commissioners, 3
New Jersey
Minutes approved, 98
Roll of commissioners, 3 New York and New England
Minutes approved, 98
Roll of commissioners, 3
Ohio
Minutes approved, 98
Roll of commissioners, 3
Philadelphia
Minutes approved, 98
Roll of commissioners, 3f.
south
Minutes approved, 98
Roll of commissioners, 4
Wisconsin
Minutes approved, 98
Roll of commissioners, 4
Recess, times set, 15
Reformed Church in the U. S., see Eureka Classis
Reformed Churches of New Zealand
Communication from, 12f.
Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America (Covenanters)
Fraternal Delegate to 1961 Synod of, 92
Reformed Presbyterian Church in North America, General Synod
Communication from Stated Clerk of, 13
Fraternal Delegate from,
Addresses Assembly, 69
Seated, 55
Fraternal Delegate to 1961 Synod of, report, 96

135

-

136

.

TWENTY-EIGHTH
GENERALASSEMBLY

Reformed Presbyterian Church of Northern Ireland,
Fraternal delegate to, appointed, 93
Representative Assembly, Committee on
Minority report, 63
Adopted, 63
Report, 62f.
Revisions to the Form of Government and Book of Discipline, Committee on
Continued, 70
Membership, 121
Minority report, 69f.
Overture referred to, 15
Recommendations adopted, 69, 70 bis
Report, 64ff.
Roll of Assembly, 3f.
Standing Committees
Membership, 122
Reports of Christian Education, 45ff.
Foreign Missions, 30ff.
General Benevolence, 55ff.
Home Missions and Church Extension, 17ff.
Pensions, 58ff.
Standing Rules
Amendments adopted, 5
Amendments proposed, 4, 95, 100
Stated Clerk, 27th Assembly, report, 4f.
Recommendations adopted, 95
Stated Clerk, 28th Assembly
Amendments to Standing Rules in re, proposed, 4, 100
Election, 6
Instructed, 95
Stated Clerks of previous General Assemblies, listed, 131
Statistical Report, 102ff.
Changes since March, 1961, 119
Summary of statistics, 120
Thanks, Resolution of, 98
Travel Fund, Committee on
28th Assembly
Appointed, 16
Instructed, 86
Reports, 17, 69, 95f.
29th Assembly
Appointed, 98
Contribution to, requested, 98
Membership, 121
Twenty-fifth Anniversary, Committee on
Membership, 121
28th Assembly, report, 16f.
Twenty-ninth Assembly
Committee on Arrangements for, membership, 121
Committee on Travel Fund for, membership, 121
Date, 98
Place, 98
World Home Bible League, Liaison Representative
Appointed, 97
Report, 96f.

